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Abu Baler's Servitude 

223 

434. 

Some Of The Best & The Worst Of 

242 

393. 

Do Not Look Down On A Small Gift 

223 


People 


394. 

Every Pious Deed Is Sadaqah (Charity) 

224 

435. 

Kind Treatment 

243 

395. 

Earn & Give Charity 

224 

436. 

Do Not Ask In Allah's Name 

243 

396. 

Sadaqah (Charity) For Each Joint 

225 

437. 

Section III 

244 

397. 

Number Of Joints 

225 

438. 

Abu Taha's Generosity 

244 

398. 

Symbolic Sadaqah (Charity) 

226 

439. 

Satiating Hungry Stomach 

244 

399. 

The Best Sadaqah (Charity) 

226 

440. 

Chapter - DC 

245 

400. 

Loss Is Sadaqah (Charity) 

227 

441. 

Sadaqah (Charity) Given By A Woman 

245 

401. 

Kindness To Animals 

227 


From Her Husband's Property 


402. 

Cruelty To Animals 

228 

442. 

Section I 

245 
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443. 

A Woman May Spend From Her 

245 

481. 

Fasting When In Doubt 

260 


Husband's Property 


482. 

Testimony Of New Moon 

261 

444. 

Reward For Servant 

245 

483. 

Section III 

262 

445. 

Consigning Reward To The Deed 

246 

484. 

Prophet Muhammad Counted The 

262 

446. 

Section II 

246 


Days Of Shaban Carefully 


447. 

Wife Needs Husband's Permission 

246 

485. 

Fasting After Seeing The Moon 

262 

448. 

Section III 

247 

486. 

Chapter - III 

264 

449. 

Without Master's Permission 

247 

487. 

Various Issues Concerning Fasting 

264 

450. 

Chapter - X 

248 

488. 

Section I 

264 

451. 

He Who Does Not Take Back The 

248 

489. 

Suhur Distinguishes The Faithful From 

264 


Sadaqah (Charity) 



The People Of The Book 


452. 

Section I 

248 

490. 

Hastening To Break Fast At Its Lawful Time 

2 (A 

453. 

Disallowed To Take Back Or 

248 

491. 

The Time Of Iftar 

265 


Re-Purchase Sadaqah (Charity) 


492. 

Fasting Without Break 

265 

454. 

An Exception 

248 

493. 

Section II 

266 

455. 

As Sawm 

250 

494. 

When To Form An Intention To Fast 

266 

456. 

Chapter -1 

250 

495. 

The Last Time For Meal Before Dawn 

266 

457. 

Section I 

251 


(Suhur) 


458. 

Devil Are Locked In Ramadan 

251 

496. 

When The Time Is Up Be Quick To 

267 

459. 

Exclusive Gate 

252 


Break Fast 


460. 

Reward For Fasting 

252 

497. 

Iftar With Date & Water 

267 

461. 

Section II 

253 

498. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Iftar 

267 

462. 

Merit & Blessings Of Ramadan 

253 

499. 

Serving Meal To One Who Fasts 

268 

463. 

Section III 

254 

500. 

Merit Of Iftar 

268 

464. 

Fast Will Intercede 

255 

501. 

Prayer At Iftar 

268 

465. 

Being Deprived Of Laylatul Qadr 

255 

502. 

Section III 

269 

466. 

Month Of Blessings 

255 

503. 

Reward For Having Iftar Early 

269 

467. 

Captive Released 

257 

504. 

Predawn Meal Is A Blessing 

270 

468. 

Paradise Adorned 

257 

505. 

Chapter - IV 

270 

469. 

Pardoned On The Last Night 

257 

506. 

Keeping The Fast Perfect 

270 

470. 

Chapter - II 

258 

507. 

What Does Not Invalidate Fast 

270 

471. 

Sighting The New Moon 

258 

508. 

Those Things That Nullify A Fast & 

273 

472. 

Section I 

258 


Make Expiation & Redeeming 


473. 

Begin& End Fasting With The New Moon 

258 


Necessary 


474. 

Do Not Predict Appearance O F Moon 

259 

509. 

When Expiation Is Waived 

275 


Through Astronomy 


510. 

Rulings About Expiation 

275 

475. 

Month Of Ramadan & Dhul Hijjah 

259 

511. 

When Only Redeeming Is Enough & 

276 

476. 

Do Not Fast Before Ramadan By A 

259 


Expiation Is Not Called For 



Couple Of Days 


512. 

When Is It Permitted Not To Fast 

280 

477. 

Section II 

260 

513. 

Section I 

284 

478. 

Prohibition To Fast During Last Half Of 

260 

514. 

Falsehood, Vain Talk, Etc Are Contrary 

284 


Sha'ban 



To Fasting 


479. 

Remember Days Of Shaban 

260 

515. 

Kissing & Touching While Fasting 

284 

480. 

The Prophet Muhammad Fasted In 

260 

516. 

Fasting Intention When Sexually 

284 


Sha'ban 



Defiled 
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517. 

Cupping While Fasting 

285 

556. 

Fasting On Last Days Of Sha'ban 

299 

518. 

Eating Forgetfully Is Forgiven 

285 

557. 

Excellence Of Optional Fasts In 

300 

519. 

Giving Expiation To Family Members 

286 


Muharrum 


520. 

Section II 

287 

558. 

Excellence Of Aashura 

300 

521. 

Sucking Wife's Tongue While Fasting 

287 

559. 

The Fast Of The Day Of Aashura 

300 

522. 

Embracing 

287 

560. 

Fast On Day Of Arafah 

301 

523. 

Vomiting Involuntarily 

287 

561. 

Fasting In First Ten Days Of Dhul Hijjah 301 

524. 

Siwak May Be Used 

288 

562. 

Optional Fasts 

302 

525. 

Applying Collyrium 

288 

563. 

Fasting On Monday 

303 

526. 

May Pour Water Over Head 

289 

564. 

Three Fasts Every Month 

303 

527. 

Cupping While Fasting 

289 

565. 

Sittah Shawwal 

304 

528. 

Omitting To Fast Unnecessarily 

290 

566. 

Disallowed Fast 

304 

529. 

Soulless Worship 

290 

567. 

Fasting On Friday 

305 

530. 

Section III 

291 

568. 

Reward For A Fast For Allah's Sake 

306 

531. 

Swallowing Moistness After Rinsing 

292 

569. 

Moderation In Worship 

306 


Mouth 


570. 

Section II 

307 

532. 

Chapter - V 

292 

571. 

Fasting On Monday & Thursday 

307 

533. 

The Traveller's Fast 

292 

572. 

Fasting Three Days In A Month 

307 

534. 

Section I 

292 

573. 

Allowed To Fast On Friday 

307 

535. 

When Weak, Traveller Should Not Fast 

293 

574. 

Fasting On Every Day Of The Week 

308 

536. 

During Journey Fast May Be Given Up 

293 

575. 

Optional Fasts From Monday Or 

308 

537. 

Section II 

294 


Thursday 


538. 

Fast Forgiven During Journey 

294 

576. 

Perpetual Fasts Disallowed 

308 

539. 

If It Is Convenient Then Mustahab 

294 

577. 

Makruh (Disapproved) To Fast At 

308 


(Desirable) To Fast 



Arafat 


540. 

Section III 

294 

578. 

Disallowed To Fast Only On Saturday 

309 

541. 

Prophet Muhammad's Displeasure At 

294 

579. 

Excellence Of Fast For Allah's Sake 

309 


Those Who Continued To Fast In The 


580. 

Fasting In Winter Gets Reward Without 

309 


Journey 



Toil 


542. 

Fasting During Journey Is Like Not 

295 

581. 

Section III 

310 


Fasting While At Home 


582. 

Why Fast Of Aashura 

310 

543. 

Better Not To Fast In Journey 

295 

583. 

Fasts On Saturday & Sunday 

310 

544. 

Chapter - IV 

296 

584. 

Fasting On Aashura Was Emphasized 

310 

545. 

Al-Qada (Or, Redeeming The Missed) 

296 


Before Ramadan's Fasts Were 


546. 

Section I 

296 


Prescribed 


547. 

Redeemed Fasts Of Sayyidah Ayshah 

296 

585. 

Sunnah Muwakkadah (Emphasized 

311 





Practice Of Holy Prophet) Fasts 


548. 

Redeem Fasts But Not Salah 

297 

586. 

Fasting In The Middle Of The Month 

311 

549. 

Pending Fasts Of The Deed 

297 

587. 

Fasting Is Zakah (Annual Due Charity) 

312 

550. 

Section II 

298 


Of Body 


551. 

Section III 

298 

588. 

Excellence Of Monday & Thursday 

312 

552. 

Chapter - VII 

298 

589. 

Fasting For Allah's Pleasure 

312 

553. 

Supererogatory Fasts 

T98 

590. 

Chapter - VIII 

313 

554. 

Section I 

298 

591. 

Supererogatory Fasts & Iftar 

313 

555. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Practice 

298 

592. 

Section I 

313 
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593. 

Intention To Fast The Optional During 

313 

628. 

Section I 

337 


Daytime 


629. 

One Who Learns & One Who Teaches 

337 

594. 

Can Invitation Be An Excuse 

314 


The Quran 


595. 

Section II 

314 

630. 

Excellence Of Reciting The Quran 

337 

596. 

Eating In The Presence Of One Who Is Fasting 

'316 

631. 

One Who Is Adept In The Quran 

338 

597. 

Section III 

316 

632. 

He Who Recites The Quran & He Who 

339 

598. 

Chapter — IX 

316 


Does Not 


599. 

Laylat U1 Qadr (The Night Of Power) 

316 

633. 

Their Ranks Also Differ 

340 

600. 

Section I 

318 

634. 

Angels Eager To Listen To The Quran & 

340 

601. 

Pointation Of Laylat U1 Qadr 

318 


Crowd Around 


602. 

Another Sign 

320 

635. 

Recitation Brings Mercy 

341 

603. 

Extra Exertion During Last Ten Days Of 

321 

636. 

Merit Of Surah Al-Fatihah (Chapter) 

341 


Ramadan 


637. 

Excellence Of Surah Al-Baqarah 

342 

604. 

Section II 

321 

638. 

The Quran As Intercessor 

342 

605. 

Supplication On The Laylat U1 Qadr 

321 

639. 

Aayat UI Kursi Is The Greatest Verse. 

343 

606. 

Nights That Could Be Laylat U1 Qadr 

321 

640. 

Merit Of Al-Fatihah (Chapter) & Last 

345 

607. 

But Only In Ramadan 

322 


Verses Of Al-Baqarah 


608. 

Twenty Third Is Laylat U1 Qadr 

322 

641. 

Memorizing First Ten Verses Of 

346 

609. 

Section III 

323 


Al-Kahf 


610. 

Knowledge Of Laylat U1 Qadr Taken 

323 

642. 

Merit Of Surah Al-Ikhlas 

346 


Away From Prophet 


643. 

Merit Of Mu'awwatayn 

347 

611. 

Merit Of Laylat U1 Qadr 

323 

644. 

Al-Ikhlas To The Mu'awwatayn Before 

347 

612. 

Chapter - X 

324 


Retiring 


613. 

I'tikaf (Remaining In The Mosque For Some 

324 

645. 

Section II 

348 


Period Of Time To Worship Almighty) 


646. 

Three Things Under The Throne On The 

348 

614. 

Section I 

325 


Day Of Resurrection 


615. 

Here Generous In Ramadan 

325 

647. 

Reciting The Quran With Pauses 

349 

616. 

Repetition Of The Quran 

325 

648. 

Heart Without Quran Is A Desolate 

349 

617. 

Manner & Etiquette Of I'tikaf 

326 


Place 



(Seclusion) 


649. 

Being Occupied With The Quran 

349 

618. 

Vow Made During Pre-Islamic Period 

327 

650. 

Ten Pieties Against Each Letter 

350 

6i9. 

Fasting Is Pre-Requisite For Wajib 

327 

651. 

Quran Is A Source Of Guidance 

350 


I'tikaf (Seclusion) 


652. 

Parents Of Scholars Of The Quran Will 

352 

620. 

Section I 

328 


Be Crowned 


621. 

Redeeming Sunnah Muwakkadah 

328 

653. 

A Miracle Of The Quran 

352 


(Emphasized Practice Of Holy Prophet) 


654. 

Will Intercede For Ten Relatives 

352 

622. 

The Commencement Of I'tikaf 

329 

655. 

Surah Al-Fatihah (Chapter) Is 

353 


(Seclusion) 



Inocmparable 


623. 

Sick Visit During I'tikaf (Seclusion) 

329 

656. 

Learning & Acting On Quran 

353 

624. 

Manners Of I'tikaf (Seclusion) 

329 

657. 

Blessing Of Aayatul Kursi & Surah 

354 

625. 

Section III 

330 


Al-Mumin 


626. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Place Of 

330 

658. 

Inscribed On The Preserved Tablet 

354 


I'tikaf (Seclusion) 


659. 

First Three Verses Of Al-Kahf 

354 

627. 

Reward For One Who Observes I'tikaf 

331 

660. 

Surah Yasin Is The Heart Of The Quran 

355 


(Seclusion) 


661. 

Surah Taha & Yasin 

355 
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662. 

Blessing Of Ha Meem Dukhan 

355 

701. 

Marits Of Surah Al-Mulk, Yasin & 

372 

663. 

Merit Of The Musabbihat 

356 


Other Surahs 


664. 

Excellence Of Ourah A1 Mulk 

357 

702. 

Chapter - II 

3 77 

665. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Practice 

357 

703. 

More On The Previous 

377 


Before Going To Sleep 


704. 

SECTION I 

3 77 

666. 

Merit Of The Surahs Az-Zilzal, 

358 

705. 

Refresh Your Knowledge Of The Quran 

377 


Al-Ikhlas & Al-Kafirun 


706. 

Go On Reciting Till You Are Weary 

378 

667. 

Test Three Verses Of Al-Hashr 

358 

707. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Recitation 

378 

668. 

Al-Ikhlas Two Hundred Times 

358 

708. 

The Voice Best In Allah's Sight 

379 

669. 

Al-Ikhlas Before Going To Sleep 

359 

709. 

The Quran In A Sweet Voice 

379 

670. 

More About Al-Ikhlas 

359 

710. 

Listening To The Quran 

379 

671. 

Merit Of Al-Kafirun 

359 

711. 

Good Fortune Of Ubayy Ibn Ka'b 

380 

672. 

Merit Of Mu'awwadhatayn 

359 

712. 

Prohibition To Carry Quran To Enemy 

381 

673. 

Section III 

360 


Territory 


674. 

Obey The Quran 

360 

713. 

Section II 

381 

675. 

Reciting The Quran 

361 

714. 

Glad Tidings To The Poor Muhajirs 

381 

676. 

Recitation From The Book Better Than 

361 

715. 

Tajweed & Tarteel 

382 


From Memory 


716. 

Warning To Those Who Forget The 

383 

677. 

Remembering Death & Recitation Keep 

362 


Quran 



Heart Alive 


717. 

Completing Recitation In Less Than 

383 

678. 

The Most Glorious Surah 

362 


Three Days 


679. 

Surah Al-Fatihah Is A Cure 

363 

718. 

Khatm U1 Ahzab 

384 

680. 

Excellence Of Last Verses Of Aal Imran 

363 

719. 

Loud Audible Or Soft Inaudible 

385 

681. 

Aal Imran On Friday 

363 


Recitation 


682. 

Teach Women The Last Verses Of 

363 

720. 

Abide By The Quran Completely 

385 


Al-Baqarah 


721. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Recital 

385 

683. 

Surah Hud On Friday 

364 

722. 

Section III 

386 

684. 

Surah Al-Kahf On Friday 

364 

723. 

Recite With Sweet Voice 

387 

685. 

Merit Of Surah Alif Laam Tanzil (# 32) 

364 

724. 

Standard Of Good Recital 

387 

686. 

Merit Of Surah Yasin. 

365 

725. 

A Few Commands 

388 

687. 

Recite Yasin Before The Dying 

365 

726. 

Chapter - III 

388 

688. 

Hump Of The Quran 

365 

727. 

Variations In Readings & Collection Of 

389 

689. 

The Adornment Of The Quran Is Surah 

366 


The Quran 



Ar-Rahman 


728. 

Section I 

389 

690. 

The Effect Of Al-Waqiah 

366 

729. 

Variations In Reading 

389 

691. 

Surah A1 A'la 

366 

730. 

Each Reading Is Correct 

390 

692. 

Comprehensive Surah 

367 

731. 

Commands Are Not Altered By 

391 

693. 

Merit Of At-Takathur 

368 


Readings 


694. 

Effect Of Surah Al-Ikhlas 

368 

732. 

Section II 

392 

695. 

Recitation In The Night 

369 

733. 

Prophet Muhammad's Desire To Make 

392 

696. 

Merits Of Some Surahs 

369 


Recitation Easy 


697. 

Bismillah 

369 

734. 

Make Not Quran A Means To Beg 

392 

698. 

Merits Of Al-Fatihah (Chapter) 

370 

735. 

Section III 

393 

699. 

Merits Of Surah Al-Baqarah 

371 

736. 

Warning Against Using The Quran For 

393 

700. 

Merits Of Verses Of Surah Al-Kahf 

372 * 


Worldly Ends 
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737. 

BismiUah Is A Verse 

393 

773. 

Present To Allah Your Least Significant 

411 

738. 

An Incident With Ibn Masud 

393 


Need Too 


739. 

Collection Of The Quran 

394 

774. 

How High May Hands Be Raised 

411 

740. 

The Form Of The Quran In The Times 

396 

775. 

Manners Of Supplication 

412 


Of The Prophet Muhammad 


776. 

It Is Bid'ah To Raise Hands For Every 

412 

741. 

The Arrangement & Collection Of The 

397 


Supplication 



Quran By Uthman 


777. 

Pray For Yourself Before You Pray For 

413 

742. 

The Worn Out Pages Of The Mashaf 

399 


Others 



(Quran) 


778. 

Supplication Gets One Of Three Things 

413 

743. 

Sayyiduna Uthman's Action 

399 

779. 

Five Supplications Are Never Rejected 

413 

744. 

First Compiling 

399 

780. 

Chapter - II 

414 

745. 

Why No Bismillah To Begin Surah 

399 

781. 

Remembrance Of Allah, Mighty And 

414 


Baraah 



Glorious, And Drawing Near To Allah 


746. 

About Dua 

401 

782. 

Section I 

415 

747. 

Section I 

401 

783. 

Merit Of Those Who Make Dhikr 

415 

748. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Splendid 

401 


(Hallowing Of Allah) 



Merciful Character 


784. 

Parable Of Those Who Make Dhikr 

416 

749. 

Make Supplication With Determination 

402 


(Hallowing Of Allah) And Who Do Not 


750. 

Do Not Be Fed Up & Stop Praying 

403 

785. 

Means Of Nearness To Allah 

416 

751. 

Prayer For The Absent Is Granted 

403 

786. 

A Little Thought Of Allah Brings More 

417 

752. 

Disallowance To Pray Against Anyone 

404 


Favour Of Allah 


753. 

Section II 

404 

787. 

Advantage Of Drawing Near To Allah 

417 

754. 

Supplication Is Worship 

404 

788. 

Angels Search For Those Who Make 

418 

755. 

Supplication Is Essence Of Worship 

405 


Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) 


756. 

Merit Of Supplication 

405 

789. 

Section-II 

421 

757. 

Supplication Alters Destiny 

405 

790. 

Merit Of Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) 

421 

758. 

What Is 'Piety Increases Life' 

406 

791. 

Gardens Of Paradise 

422 

759. 

Supplication Wards Off Trial 

406 

792. 

Refraining From Dhikr (Hallowing Of 

423 

760. 

Ask Allah Foe The Best 

406 


Allah) Will Cause Regret 


761. 

Allah Is Displeased When Supplication 

407 

793. 

Meetings Where Allah Is Not 

423 


Is Not Made To Him 



Remembered 


762. 

Pray To AT t .> For Security 

407 

794. 

Beneficial Speech 

423 

763. 

Much Supplication During Pleasant Times 407 

795. 

Too Much Conversation Without Dhikr 

424' 

764. 

Be Confident Of Receiving An Answer 

407 


(Hallowing Of Allah) Is Cause Of 


765. 

Palms Upwards 

408 


Hardheartedness 


766. 

Preserves Honour Of Hands 

408 

796. 

The Best Asset 

424 

767. 

Wipe Hands On Face 

408 

797. 

Section III 

425 

768. 

The Prophet Preferred Comprehensive 

409 

798. 

Allah Takes Pride Before Angels In 

425 


Prayers 



Those Who Make Dhikr (Hallowing Of 


769. 

Prayer For The Absent 

409 


Allah) 


770. 

Request The Good People For Their 

409 

799. 

Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) Easy But 

425 


Prayers 



More Rewarding 


771. 

The Fortunate Ones Whose Prayers Are 

410 

800. 

Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) Preserves 

426 


Not Rejected 



From The Devil 


772. 

Section III 

411 

801. 

Example Of Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) 426 
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802. 

Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) Delivers 

427 

836. 

Tasbih And The Like Prevent Sins 

474 


From Punishment Most 


837. 

Merit Of Lahawla Wa La Quwah 

474 

803. 

One Who Makes Dhikr (Hallowing Of 

427 

838. 

Chapter - III 

476 


Allah) Is Greatly Fortunate 


839. 

Al-Istighfar Wa At-Tawbah Seeking 

476 

804. 

Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) Cleanses 

427 


Forgiveness And Repenting 



Heart 


840. 

Prescription To Preserve From Sin 

478 

805. 

The Names Of Allah The Exalted 

428 

841. 

Section I 

479 

806. 

Section I 

428 

842. 

The Prophet's Istighfar 

479 

807. 

Memorizing Allah's Names 

428 

843. 

Command To Turn To Allah 

480 

808. 

Section II 

429 

844. 

Allah's All-Encompassing Mercy 

481 

809. 

Ninety-Nine Names Of Allah & Their 

429 

845. 

Allah Accepts Repentance 

483 


Explanation 


846. 

Allah Is Pleased With Anyone's 

483 

810. 

The Great Name 

456 


Repentance 


811. 

Section III 

458 

847. 

Allah Accepts Repentance Again And 

483 

812. 

Research On The Greatest Name 

458 


Again 


813. 

Chapter - II 

460 

848. 

Do Not Condemn A Sinner To Hell 

484 

814. 

Reward For Tasbih, Tahimid, Tahlil 

460 

849. 

Prayer Seeking Forgiveness 

484 


And Takbir 


850. 

Section II 

485 

815. 

Section I 

460 

851. 

Allah's Forgiveness Knows No Bounds 

485 

816. 

The Best Speech 

460 

852. 

Be Confident Of Being Forgiven 

486 

817. 

The Merit Of Those Things 

461 

853. 

Merit Of Istighfar & Its Influence 

486 

818. 

Tasbih & Tamhid Are Best Expressions 

463 

854. 

Merit Of One Who Repents 

487 

819. 

Kind Of Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah), 

463 

855. 

Excess Of Sins Causes Hearts To Rust 

487 


Not How Much 


856. 

When Repentance Ceases To Be 

488 

820. 

Seeking Refuge From The Devil 

464 


Accepted 


821. 

La Hawla Wa La Quwatah 

464 

857. 

Vastness Of Allah's Forgiveness 

489 

822. 

Section II 

465 

858. 

Tawbah 

489 

823. 

Reward For Tasbih & Tamhid 

465 

859. 

Do Not Despair of Allah’s Mercy 

490 

824. 

An Angels Call Every Morning For 

466 

860. 

Sinner Should Not Despair Of Allah's 

490 


Tasbih 



Mercy 


825. 

Best Dhikr (Hallowing Of Allah) Is La 

466 

861. 

No Me Can Add Or Deduct From 

491 


Ilaha Illallah 



Allah's Divinity 


826. 

Praise Of Allah Is Gratitude 

467 

862. 

Glad Tidings To One Who Abstains 

492 

827. 

Praise Of Allah Both In Happiness & 

467 


From Polytheism 



Distress 


863. 

Prophet Muhammad Words Of 

492 

828. 

Greatness Of La Ilaha Illallah 

467 


Istighfar 


829. 

Excellence Of Tasbih & Tahmid 

469 

864. 

Make Istighfar Sincerely 

493 

830. 

Validity Of The Prevalent Rosary 

470 

865. 

Section III 

493 

831. 

Reward For Tasbih Tahmid, Tahlil, Takbir 

470 

866. 

Istighfar For Those Who Love Died 

493 

832. 

Tree Of Paradise 

472 

867. 

Best Gift For The Dead Is Istighfar 

493 

833. 

Better To Count Petitions And Dhikr 

472 

868. 

Merit Of Istighfar 

494 


(Hallowing Of Allah) On Fingers 


869. 

A Supplication Of The Prophet 

494 

834. 

Section III 

473 


Muhammad 


835. 

The Best Petition & The Best 

473 

870. 

Allah Is Pleased With The Tawbah Of 

*94 


Supplication 



His Creatures 
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871. 

Do Not Despair Of Allah's Mercy 

496 

907. 

Prayer While Going To Sleep 

519 

872. 

Polytheism Obstructs Allah's Mercy 

496 

908. 

Cure Of Insomnia 

521 

873. 

Allah Forgive All Sins Other Than 

497 

909. 

Section III 

522 


Polytheism 


910. 

Specific Prayers Of Morning & Evening 

522 

874. 

To Repent Is Like Nov To Commit Sin 

497 

911. 

Prayer In The Morning. 

522 

875. 

Chapter - VI 

497 

912. 

Chapter - VI 

524 

876. 

The Vastness Of Allah's Mercy 

497 

913. 

Supplication Made At Different Times 

524 

877. 

Section I 

497 

914. 

Section I 

524 

878. 

Allah's Mercy Overshadows His Anger 

497 

915. 

Protecting Children From The Devil 

524 

879. 

All Embracing Mercy Of Allah 

498 

916. 

At The Time Of Severe Anxiety Or Grief 

524 

880. 

Between Fear & Hope 

499 

917. 

Fighting Off Anger 

525 

881. 

Paradise & Hell Are Very Near To 

499 

918. 

Crowing Cocks & Braying Donkey 

525 


Everyone 


919. 

Prayer While Embarking On A Journey 

526 

882 

Allah's Grant 

499 

920. 

Things From Which The Prophet 

526 

883. 

Allah's Mercy Exceeds A Mother's 

500 


Muhammad Sought Refuge During A 


884. 

A Restrained Course 

501 


Journey 


885. 

Not Deeds Alone 

501 

921. 

When Halting Somewhere 

527 

886. 

Reward & Punishment According To 

501 

922. 

Supplication For Protection In The 

527 


Allah's Mercy 



Night 


887. 

Section II 

502 

923. 

Prayer In Morning During A Journey 

527 

888. 

Who Repents & Does Good Deeds 

502 

924. 

Prophet's 

528 

889. 

Good News For One Who Fears Allah 

503 

925. 

Prophet's Prayer Against The Idolaters 

528 

890. 

Allah Is More Merciful Than A Mother 

503 


During The Battle Of Ahzab 


891. 

Section III 

504 


(Confederates) 


892. 

Allah Is Merciful To Those Who Seek 

504 

926. 

The Sunnah(Practice Of Holy Prophet 

529 


His Pleasure 



Muhammad) For The Host & The Guest 


893. 

Believer Will Go To Paradise In Any 

505 

927. 

Section II 

529 


Case 


928. 

On Beholding The New Moon 

529 

894. 

Chapter - V 

506 

929. 

On Seeing Anyone In Distress 

530 

59 5. 

What Is Said In The Morning In The 

506 

930. 

Prayer To Be Made In The Market 

530 


Evenk.g And While Retiring To Bed 


931. 

Worldly Blessing Is Incomplete 

531 

896. 

Section I 

506 

932. 

Atonement For An Assembly 

531 

897. 

The Prophet's 

506 

933. 

Prayer When Mounting A Riding Beast 

532 

898. 

While Going To Sleep & Awakening 

507 

934. 

Prayer When Bidding Farewell 

533 

899. 

Must Dust The Bed Before Sleeping 

507 

935. 

Prayer In The Night During Journey 

534 

900. 

Section II 

510 

936. 

Prophet's Prayer During Jihad 

534 

901. 

Supplication Morning & Evening 

510 

937. 

When Afraid Of The Enemy 

535 

902. 

Supplication After Maghrib And Fajr 

514 

938. 

Prophet's Prayer On Emerging From 

535 

903. 

The Prophet's Prayer Morning & 

515 


Home 



Evening 


939. 

On Entering Home 

537 

904. 

Another Prayer For Morning Or Evening 

515 

940. 

Prayer For The Newly Weds 

537 

905. 

Any Surah Of The Qur'an Before 

518 

941. 

The Groom's Prayer 

537 


Sleeping 


912 

Prayer Of The Sorrowful 

538 

906. 

Gratitude For Blessing During Day & 

519 

943. 

Repayment Of Debt 

538 


Night 


944. 

Section III 

539 
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945. 

On Arising From A Gathering 

539 

985. 

A Comprehensive Prayer 

560 

946. 

On Beholding The New Moon 

540 

986. 

Prayer For Profitable Knowledge, 

562 

947. 

To Remove Anxiety 

540 


Approved Deeds & Lawful Sustenance 


948. 

Takbir & Tasbih On Acclivity & 

541 

987. 

Prayer For Health 

562 


Declivity 


988. 

Prayer To Keep Away From Sin 

563 

949. 

Removing Grief 

541 

989. 

Prayer For Blessing In Both Worlds 

563 

950. 

Prayer In The Market 

542 

990. 

Pray Not For The Unendurable 

563 

951. 

Section I 

542 

991. 

A Better Inner Nature 

564 

952. 

Refuge From Different Things 

542 

992. 

About The Actions Of Hajj 

565 

953. 

That From Which The Prophet 

543 

993. 

When Was Hajj Made Fard 

565 


Muhammad Sought Refuge 


994. 

Command Of Hajj 

565 

954. 

Section II 

545 

995. 

Conditions That Make Hajj As Fard 

566 

955. 

A Comprehensive Prayer For Refuge 

547 

996. 

Number Of Fard In The Hajj 

567 

956. 

Protection From Sudden Accidents 

548 

997. 

Number Of Wajib Of Hajj 

567 

957. 

Refuge From Covetousness 

548 

998. 

Section I 

567 

958. 

Darkness Of The Moon 

549 

999. 

Hajj Is Fard Once In A Life Time 

567 

959. 

Refuge From Inner Evil 

549 

1000. 

The Best Deed 

568 

960. 

Nightmare 

550 

1001. 

Honour Of One Who Performs Hajj 

568 

961. 

Intercession Of Paradise & Hell For 

550 


Only For Allah's Sake 



Supplicants 


1002. 

Reward For Hajj Is Paradise 

569 

962. 

Section III 

551 

1003. 

Umrah In Ramadan 

569 

963. 

Protection From A Spell 

551 

1004. 

Minor Also Gets A Reward 

569 

964. 

Refuge From Disbelief 

551 

1005. 

Perform Hajj For Someone Else 

570 

965. 

Chapter-VIII 

553 

1006. 

Ruling 

571 

966. 

Comprehensive Supplication 

553 

1007. 

Woman Cannot Travel Without 

571 

967. 

(Succinct All-Embracing Prayers) 

553 


Husband Or Mahram 


968. 

Section I 

553 

1008. 

The Jihad Of Women Is Hajj 

571 

969. 

Prophet's 

553 

1009. 

Limit Of A Woman's Journey 

572 

970. 

Good Of The Two Worlds 

553 

1010. 

The Mawaqit Of Hajj 

572 

971. 

Prayer For Guidance 

554 

1011. 

Dhul Hulayfah 

573 

972. 

Prayer Of A New Muslim 

554 

1012. 

Juhfah 

573 

973. 

Prayer Covering All Demands Of Both 

555 

1013. 

Najd 

573 


Worlds 


1014. 

Qam U1 Manazi 

573 

974. 

Section II 

555 

1015. 

Commentary 

574 

975. 

An All Embracing Supplication 

555 

1016. 

Number Of Umrah & Hajj Performed 

575 

976. 

After Faith Security Is Greatest Asset 

556 


By The Prophet Muliammad 


977. 

Best Supplication Is For Security & 

556 

1017. 

Difference Between Hajj And Umrah 

576 


Health 


1018. 

Prophet Muhammad Umrah Before 

576 

978. 

Pray For Love Of Allah 

557 


His Hajj 


979. 

An Excellent Supplication 

557 

1019. 

Section II 

576 

980. 

Prayer For Knowledge & Deeds 

558 

1020. 

Hajj Is Fard Only Once 

576 

981. 

Prayer For Blessing & Honour 

558 

1021. 

Not Performing Hajj In Spite Of Ability 577 

982. 

Section III 

559 

1022. 

Obligation To Perform Hajj Must Not 

578 

983. 

Prayer For Eye-Sight 

559 


Be Deferred 


984. 

Prayer Of Prophet Dawud 

560 

1023. 

Performing Hajj & Umrah Together 

578 
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1024. 

Conditions Of Hajj 

579 

1059. 

Talbiyah Of The Polytheists 

593 

1025. 

Pilgrim Described 

579 

1060. 

Chapter - III 

594 

1026. 

Performing Hajj For Father 

580 

1061. 

The Narrative Of The Farewell 

594 

1027. 

Reference 

580 


Pilgrimage (Hajj At U1 Wida) 


1028. 

Own Hajj Before Performing For 

580 

1062. 

Section I 

594 


Another 


1063. 

A Complete Account Of The Farewell 

594 

1029. 

Miqat Of Those From The East 

580 


Pilgrimage 


1030. 

Preferable To Assume The Ihram 

581 

1064. 

Kinds Of Hajj 

604 


(Pilgrim-Robe) Before The Miqat 


1065. 

Umrah Allowed In Months Of Hajj 

607 

1031. 

Section III 

582 

1066. 

Section III 

607 

1032. 

Avoid Begging During Hajj 

582 

1067. 

Sahabah's j Hesitation To Alter 

607 

1033. 

Women's Jihad Is Hajj (Pilgrimage) & Umrah 

582 


Nature Of Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) 


1034. 

Warning To Those Who Fail To Perform 

582 

1068. 

Prophet Muhammad's Displeasure At 

609 


Hajj For No Reason 



Sahabah's Hesitation 


1035. 

Pilgrims Are Allah's Guests 

583 

1069. 

Chapter - IV 

609 

1036. 

Salaam & Handshake With Returning 

583 

1070. 

Entry Into Makkah & 

609 


Pilgrims 



Circumambulating The Ka'bah 


1037. 

A Pilgrim Who Dies Gets Full Reward 

584 

1071. 

Section I 

610 

1038. 

Makkah & Madinah 

584 

1072. 

Entry Into & Exit From Makkah 

610 

1039. 

Makkah 

584 

1073. 

Tawaf Only In A State Of Purity 

611 

1040. 

Madinah 

585 

1074. 

Ramal 

611 

1041. 

Chapter - II 

586 

1075. 

Sa'i Is Wajib - Between As Safa & 

612 

1042. 

The Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) And The 

586 


Al-Marwah 



Talbiyah (Assuming The Ihram 


1076. 

Kissing The Hajr Aswad 

612 


(Pilgrim-Robe) And Calling He Labayk) 


1077. 

Istilam Of Rukn Yamani 

612 

1043. 

Section I 

586 

1078. 

Circuits Of Ka'bah Riding A Camel 

613 

1044. 

Applying Perfume While In The State 

586 

1079. 

Method Of Istilam Of Hajr Aswad 

613 


Of Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) 


1080. 

Menstruating Women Need Make No 

614 

1045. 

Talbid & Talbiyah (Matted Hair & Labbayk) 

587 


Tawaf Or Sa'i 


1046. 

When To Call The Talbiyah 

588 

1081. 

Idolaters Disallowed To Perform Tawaf 

615 

1047. 

About Talbiyah & Kinds Of Hajj 

589 

1082. 

Section II 

615 

1048. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Ihram 

590 

1083. 

My Hand Bt Raised When Making 

615 


(Pilgrim-Robe) 



Supplication On Seeing The Ka'bah 


1049. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Hajj 

591 

1084. 

Looking At The Ka'bah During Sa'i And 

616 

1050. 

Section II 

591 


Supplicating With Hands Raised 


1051. 

Clothing Of The Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) 

591 

1085. 

Resemblance In Salah & Tawaf 

616 

1052. 

Talbid 

591 

1086. 

Origin Of The Black Stone 

617 

1053. 

Raising The Voice In The Talbiyah 

592 

1087. 

Testimony Of The Black Stone On The 

617 

1054. 

Merit Of One Who Calls The Labayk 

592 


Day Of Resurrection 


1055. 

Two Raka'at For The Ihram 

592 

1088. 

Black Stone & Maqam Ibrahim Rubies 

617 


(Pilgrim-Robe) 



Of Paradise 


1056. 

Durood & Supplication After Talbiyah 

593 

1089. 

Excellence Of Istilaam & Of Tawaf 

618 

1057. 

Section III 

593 

1090. 

Prophet Muhammad's Supplication 

618 

1058. 

Intention To Perform Farewell 

593 


Between Two Rukn 



Pilgrimage Proclaimed 


1091. 

Command To Observe Sa'i 

619 
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1092. 

Tawaf With Idtiba 

620 

1123. 

Schedule Of Rami Jimar 

631 

1093. 

Idtiba Is A Sunnah In Tawaf 

620 

1124. 

Collecting Pebbles At Muzdalifah Or 

632 

1094. 

Section III 

620 


On The Way 


1095. 

Significance Of Istilam 

620 

1125. 

Prophet Muhammad Sounded His 

632 

1096. 

In Case Of Excuse Tawaf May Be Made 

621 


Impending Death 



On Conveyance 


1126. 

Section II 

633 

1097. 

Umar's j Remarks While Kissing 

621 

1127. 

When To Return From Arafat & To 

633 


The Stone 



Depart From Muzdalifah 


1098. 

Prayer At Rukn Yamani & The Angels 

622 

1128. 

Rami Not Allowed At Night 

633 


Aameen 


1129. 

Hadith In Support Of Imam Shafi'i jawj 

634 

1099. 

Tasbih, Tahil, Etc During Tawaf 

622 


Explained 


1100. 

Chapter - V 

623 

1130. 

When To Stop Talbiyah In Umrah 

634 

1101. 

Al-Wuquf The Standing At Arafah 

623 

1131. 

Section III 

635 

1102. 

Section I 

623 

1132. 

The Prophet Muhammad Used A 

635 

1103. 

Takbir & Talbiyah On Day Of Arafah 

623 


Rising Beast From Arafat To Muzdalifah 


1104. 

Sacrifice In Mina & Wuquf In Arafat & 

624 

1133. 

Two Salah (Prayer) Combined At Arafat 

635 


Muzdalifah 


1134. 

Chapter - VII 

636 

1105. 

Excellence Of The Day Of Arafah 

624 

1135. 

Rami Al-Jimar (Casting Pebbles At The 

636 

1106. 

Section II 

625 


Pillar) 


1107. 

May Stand Far From The Imam (Leader) 

625 

1136. 

Section I 

636 

1108. 

Sacrifice Anywhere Within Limitys Of 

625 

1137. 

Rami Of Jamrah Aqabah While Riding 

636 


Haram 



Beast 


1109. 

Delivery Of Prophet Muhammad's 

626 

1138. 

Number Of Pebbles & How To.Throw 

637 


Sermon 



Them 


1110. 

Supplication On The Day Of Arafah 

626 

1139. 

Time Of Making Rami Jimar 

637 

1111. 

Day Of Arafah Causes Disgrace To 

626 

1140. 

Takbir At The Time Of Rami Jimar 

637 


Devil More Than Other Days 


1141. 

Wajib (Obligatory) To Cast Seven 

638 

1112. 

Greatness Of The Day Of Arafah 

627 


Pebbles At The Jamrat 


1113. 

Section III 

627 

1142. 

Section II 

638 

1114. 

Command To Observe Standing At 

627 

1143. 

Rami Jimar On A Riding Beast 

638 


Arafat 


1144. 

Sa'i & Rami Jimar Are Forms Of Dhikr 

639 

1115. 

Prophet Muhammad's Prayer In 

628 

1145. 

No One Has A Place Reserved For Him 

639 


Muzdalifah Granted & Iblis Distress 



In Mina 


1116. 

Chapter - VI 

629 

1146. 

Section III 

639 

1117. 

The Return From Arafah & 

629 

1147. 

Chapter - VIII 

640 


Al-Muzdalfah 


1148. 

Al-Hadyi (Or Al-Hadi) The Sacrificial 

6-10 

1118. 

Section I 

629 


Animal 


1119. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Return 

629 

1149. 

Section I 

640 


From Arafah 


1150. 

Marking & Garlanding 

640 

1120. 

Talbiyah Recited Till Rami Jamrah 

630 

1151. 

Ruling An Ash'ar 

641 


Alaqabah 


1152. 

Making Sacrifice For Another 

642 

1121. 

Two Salah (Prayer) Together In 

630 

1153. 

Sending Hadyi Without Proceeding For 

642 


Al-Muzdalifah 



Hajj (Pilgrimage) 


1122. 

Permitted To Send Women & Children 

631 

1154. 

Riding The Hadyi 

643 


From Muzdalifah Beforehand 


1155. 

When Hadyi Is On Point Of Death 

643 
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1156. 

Shares In Hadyi 

644 

1189. 

Sequence Of Rami Jamarat 

658 

1157. 

Method Of Slaughtering Camels 

645 

1190. 

Is It Wajib Or Sunnah(Practice Of Holy 

659 

1158. 

About Hadyi 

645 


Prophet Muhammad (To Stop 


1159. 

Owner May Eat Flesh Of Hadyi 

646 


Overnight In Mina 


1160. 

Section II 

646 

1191. 

The Prophet Muhammad At The Place 

660 

1161. 

Mustahab (Desirable) To Grieve 

646 


Of Distribution Of Zamzam 



Enemies Of Islam 


1192. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Farewell 

661 

1162. 

The Hadyi That Is Dying 

647 


Tawaf 


1163. 

Virtue Of The Day Of Sacrifice 

647 

1193. 

Prophet Muhammad's Salah On The 

661 

1164. 

Section III 

648 


Days Of At-Tarwiyah & An-Nafr 


1165. 

Flesh Of The Sacrifice 

648 

1194. 

Is It Sunnah To Stay In Abtah? 

661 

1166. 

Chapter - IX 

649 

1195. 

Prophet Muhammad's Departure After 

663 

1167. 

Al-Halq (Shaving) 

649 


The Farewell Tawaf 


1168. 

Section I 

649 

1196. 

Farewell Tawaf Is Wajib 

663 

1169. 

Better To Shave Head 

649 

1197. 

Tawaf Wada Waived If There Is An Excuse 

663 

1170. 

Prophet Muhammad Had His Hair 

650 

1198. 

Section I 

664 


Clipped 


1199. 

Prophet's Advice On The Day Of 

664 

1171. 

Prophet's Prayer For Those Who Shave 

650 


Sacrifice 



Head 


1200. 

Schedule Of Tawaf Ziyarah 

665 

1172. 

Sunnah(Practice Of Holy Prophet 

651 

1201. 

No Rami In Tawaf Ziyarah 

666 


Muhammad) To Begin Shaving At The 


1202. 

When Does One Is Sacred State Find 

666 


Right Side 



The Prohibited Become Lawful 


1173. 

Using Perfume 

651 

1203. 

The Prophet Muhammad's Rami Of 

667 

1174. 

The Salah (Prayer) Of Zuhr Of The 

652 


Jamarat 



Prophet Muhammad On The Day Of 


1204. 

Sequence Of Rami On Days Of Tashriq 

667 


Sacrifice 


1205. 

Chapter - XII 

668 

1175. 

Section II 

652 

1206. 

That From Which One Who Is In Ihram 

668 

1176. 

Women Not Allowed To Shave Head 

652 


(Pilgrim-Robe) Must Refrain 


1177. 

Only Clip Hair 

652 

1207. 

Section I 

668 

1178. 

The Limit 

653 

1208. 

That Which He Is Disallowed To Wear 

668 

1179. 

Chapter - X 

653 

1209. 

Ruling 

670 

1180. 

About What Is Permitted (Different 

653 

1210. 

Contractu .g Marriage While In A State 

670 


Deeds) 



Of Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) 


1181. 

SECTION I 

653 

1211. 

Hair May Be Washed 

671 

1182. 

Out Of Sequence Deeds Of Hajj 

653 

1212. 

Allowed To Cup Oneself 

671 


(Pilgrimage) 


1213. 

About Collyrium 

672 

1183. 

Section II 

655 

1214. 

Putting Shade Over Head 

672 

1184. 

Section III 

655 

1215. 

Making Up For Shaving Head 

672 

1185. 

Chapter - XI 

656 

1216. 

Section II 

673 

1186. 

The Sermon On The Day Of Sacrifice 

656 

1217. 

What Is Forbidden To Women Who Are 

673 


Casting Pebbles On The Day Of Tashriq 



In Ihram (Pilgrim-Robe) 



And Bidding Farewell 


1218. 

How To Draw The Veil In Ihram 

674 

1187. 

Sermon On The Day Of Sacrifice 

656 


(Pilgrim-Robe) 


1188. 

Schedule Of Rami On Eleventh & 

658 

1219. 

Perfumed Oil Disallowed In Ihram 

674 


Twelfth 



(Pilgrim-Robe) 
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1220. 

Section III 

675 

1257. 

Hadyi Of Muhsir Slaughtered Only In 

689 

1221. 

Thawing Stitched Garments Over A 

675 


The Haram 



Muhrim 


1258. 

Illness Amounts To Ihsar 

689 

1222. 

The Prophet Muhammad Had Himself 

675 

1259. 

Standing At Arafat Is Main Part Of Hajj 

690 


Cupped 


1260. 

Chapter - XV 

690 

1223. 

Ruling 

676 

1261. 

The Haram (Or The Sacred Territory) Of 

690 

1224. 

Prophet Muhammad's Marriage With 

676 


Makkah - May Allah, The Exalted, 



Sayyidah Maymunah 



Preserve Its Sanctity! 


1225. 

Chapter - XIII 

677 

1262. 

Section I 

691 

1226. 

That Muhrim Must Abstain From 

6 77 

1263. 

Merit Of The Haram Of Makkah 

691 


Hunting 


1264. 

Not Proper To Carry Weapons In 

692 

1227. 

The Jaza Or Expiation For Hunting 

677 


Makkah Unnecessarily 


1228. 

Eating The Game 

677 

1265. 

Question Of Retaliation & Prescribed 

692 

1229. 

The Game Defined 

678 


Punishment In Makkah 


1230. 

Section I 

678 

1266. 

Entering Makkah Without Ihram 

693 

1231. 

Prophet Muhammad Abstained From 

678 


(Pilgrim-Robe) 



Hunting When He Was A Muhrim 


1267. 

For Warning About Mischief At The Ka'bah 

693 

1232. 

Hadith On Which The Hanafis Rely 

679 

1268. 

He Who Would Defile The Ka'bah 

694 

1233. 

Animals That May Be Killed By The 

680 

1269. 

Section II 

694 


Muhrim & In The Haram 


1270. 

Hoarding In The Haram To Make 

694 

1234. 

Section II 

681 


Money 


1235. 

Hadith On Which Imam Maalik Awj & 

681 

1271. 

Excellence Of Makkah 

<395 


Imam Shafi'i Rely 


1272. 

Section III 

696 

1236. 

Hunting Locusts 

681 

1273. 

Chapter - XVI 

697 

1237. 

Kill The Beast That Attacks 

681 

1274. 

The Haram Of Madinah - May Allah 

697 

1238. 

Hyenna Is Not Lawful 

682 


The Exalted Preserve Its Sanctity 


1239. 

Section III 

683 

1275. 

Section I 

697 

1240. 

A Muhrim May Eat Meat Of Game 

683 

1276. 

The Limit Of The Haram Of Madinah 

697 

1241. 

Commentary 

683 

1277. 

Sayings Of Shi'ah Rejected 

699 

1242. 

Chapter - XIV 

683 

1278. 

Residence In Madinah Spells Prosperity 

699 

1243. 

Being Detained And Missing Hajj 

683 


In Both Worlds 


1244. 

Ihsar 

683 

1279. 

One Who Endures Difficulty & Anxiety 

699 

1245. 
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AL JANA'IZ 

FUNERALS 


The word jana'iz is the plural of janazah (funeral). It is also spelt jinazah which is moire 
eloquent. It means the corpse on the bier. 

Some people say that janazah (funeral) is the corps while jinazah is the bier or the stretcher 
(on which the corpse is placed before burial). However, some other people say the opposite 
of this janazah (funeral) is the bier and jinazah the corpse. 


CHAPTER -1 

SICK VISIT AND REWARD FOR SICKNESS lo \jjjjhjjZJ I? S Uf O 


SECTION I 


«». Uiil 


MUST VISIT THE SICK 

I 0 

A ui . , 7 _ . . y 


\jS&Juky $\ji jij H\l\ 4* &3I J* J* urp 


1523.Sayyiduna Abu Musa narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said "Feed the (compelled) hungry, visit the sick and emancipate the captives 

(from prison)." 1 

COMMENTARY: These three things are zvajib Kifayah (adequate expedient) which means that 
if any single person fulfils a duty then the rest are exonerated from doing it. Nevertheless, 
it is a sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) for all people and fetches reward. If none of them 
fulfils the duty then all are guilty of the sin of disobedience. 

Shaykh Abdul Haq Dahlawi wrote that if a hungry person is not distressed than it is 
sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) to feed him, for he is not likely to die because of hunger. 
But, if he is in distress and liable to die of hunger then it is fard (compulsory) to feed him. All 
the people who are rich are bound to feed him and if one of them does it then the rest are 
absolved of the fard (compulsory). 

If anyone is sick and there are people to look after him then to visit the sick is a sunnah 
(Practice of Holy Prophet). If a sick person has no one to look after him, then it is wajib 
(expedient) to visit him. 

MUTUAL RIGHTS OF MUSLIMS 




(aJs I <£ *.*>J sy.jJ\ yiLz&-\ p[z5\J bjlipJ 


1524. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The right of a Musli n on another Muslim are five. He must respond t:o the 


1 Bukhari # 5649, Darimi # 2465, Musnad Ahmad 4.394. 
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salaam, visit the sick follow funerals / accept an invitation and pray for the sneezer 
(when he say al-hamdulillah)." 1 

COMMENTARY: These five things are fard (compulsory) Kifayah. To give salutation is a 
sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) and among the duties imposed by Islam, but it is a better 
sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) then fard (compulsory) it grows a sense of humility and is a 
reason for a wajib (expedient). 

Visiting a sick and following funerals are duties that a Muslim may not give to innovators, 
like the rawafid. 

To accept an invitation is to respond to another's appeal for help. Some authorities say that 
it means an invitation to a meal a function (like wedding, etc.) provided it does not involve 
a sinful activity. Imam Ghazali said that if someone invites out of boast or show off 
then his invitation must not be accepted. 

If the sneezer says al hamdu lillah on sneezing then the response must be (ai (may 

Allah have mercy on you). 

It is stated in Sharh us -Sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) that these duties are towards all 
Muslims whether pious of evil, but not the bid'ati (innovators). However, it is necessary to 
observe that meeting cheerfully and shaking hands applies only to pious Muslims. If a 
Muslim is a hardened sinner who commits sin brazen facedly, then it is not necessary to 
meet him cheerfully and to shake hands with him. 


je jt! jlSi&jOoTo) 


9 43JI jLj>% 9 u-Jas- ljl,j Ai l3]J 3j_^.La IjJj 13], 

(^J — a e J )4jL«J La d>L« IjJj Qlijj 


1525. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L-jUp&JLo 

said, "A Muslim has six obligations towards another Muslim." He was asked, 
"And what are they, O Messenger of Allah?" He said, "When you meet him, offer 
the salaam. When he invites you, accept his invitation. When he expects your 
advice and good wishes, offer him sincere advice. When he sneezes and says al- 
humdulillah, say yarhamakAllah (may Allah have mercy on you). When he is 
sick, pay him a sick visit. And, when he dies, follow him (for the funeral salah 
(prayer) and burial)." 2 

COMMENTARY: When anyone is ill, he must be visited and his condition should be asked, 
at least once. There is no truth in what some people say that in some cases a sick person 
should not be visited. This idea is absolutely wrong. 

As for the number of rights, the ahadith do not limit them to five or six. They are very 
many and the ahadith enumerate them gradually, one by one perhaps, the Prophet upiuju 
(JL-j was told of them little by little. 


jLj>*l u*’ LjluSj Ij^l (JLd CA ^ 

#11)1 3Jj gUilj 


1 Bukhari # 1240, Muslim # 4-2162, Abu Dawud # 5030, Ibn Majah # 1435. 

2 Muslim # 5.2162, Nasa'i # 1938, Ibn Majah # 1433. 
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1526. Sayyiduna al-Bara ibn Aazib narrated that the Prophet (JL.j aJp k ^ 

commanded them to observe seven things and abstain from seven things. Thus, 
he commanded them to visit the sick, to follow the funerals to pray for the 
sneezer, to respond to the salaam to accept the invitation, to help one who swears 
fulfil his oath, to support the wronged one. And he prohibited them to use gold 
rings, silk, thick brocade, embroidered silk, red padding on saddle, garment of 
qassyi, vessels of silver. 

According to one version: (he forbade) drinking from silk vessels, for, if anyone 
drinks from silk vessels in this world he will not get to drink from silk vessels in 
the hereafter. 1 

COMMENTARY: If anyone swears about something and you are able to help him fulfil his 
promise and that is not sinful then you must fulfil his promise. 

It is wajib (expedient) to help the wronged one both a Muslim and a dhimimi. This help can 
be verbal or by action. 

The padded saddle is used out of arrogance. If it is silken then it is forbidden whatever its 
colour. Other then silk, a red saddle is makrnh (unbecoming). If it is not red, then it is allowed. 
Qassyi is a garment made of silk and flax. It is ascribed to Qass in Egypt. 

Like silver vessels, golden vessels are forbidden too. In fact, it is more sinful to use golden 
vessels than silver. 

The things forbidden in this hadith are disallowed to men, not to women, except vessels of 
gold and silver that are forbidden to both men and women. 

Anyone who uses vessels of silver is this world will not be given these vessels in the 
next world till his punishment is served by him. Or, he will not be allowed these 
vessels during the standing and the reckoning. Or, even after admittance to paradise, 
he will not be allowed to use them for some time. The same logic applies to men who 
wear silk in this world and, according to a hadith, will not be allowed silk in the next 
world. Again, the hadith about wine being disallowed in the next world may be 
interpreted to mean for a length of time. 


REWARD FOR SICK VISIT 


jj JXL&\ Sill jU jlS jli o a TV) 

/ Ji ^ ✓ 9 , 

(^J-Aoljj) £| 


1527. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"A Muslim who pays a sick visit to his (sick) brother Muslim continues to draw 
from (Allah's mercy) the fruit of paradise till he returns (from the sick visit). 2 


COMMENTARY: As long as a Muslim stays with his sick brother, he is covered with 
Allah's mercy and blessings. Thus he becomes eligible for paradise and its fruit. 


1 Bukhari # 1239, Muslim 3-2266, Tirmidhi # 2818, Nasa'i # 1939. 

2 Muslim # 41-256S, Tirmidhi # 969, Ibn Majah # 1442, Musnad Ahmad 5-279. 
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IMPORTANCE OF SICK VISIT 


J±l l!%U c-Ult Ui Jtl 1 vLj 0**1? oJjI j&T Oj ^ d 


<£U^ I - b jl jll 6? I b *14 jSdjJld-^UU.x£3 

p dJtll U1 luLL" jll J-jUa oJUjlU£j,I ial U1 jl jUUJI vLj odlj 

(Jll iA)J i£J£2 -* I <-J~T<JUj b J» (S5I b <S^ S : v£A3,j '■— 

Cp3—« <>ijj)(jS-P? dJ»>T o*4A£ Ul 42-ij Jill ^ dJlalx-il 

1528. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger pL-jU^ii^ 

said that Allah, the exalted will say on the day of resurrection. "O son of Aadam, I 
was ill but you did not visit me." He will ask, "O my Lord, how could I visit you 
when you are the Lord of the worlds?" Allah will say, "Where you not aware that 
My certain slave was ill but you did not visit him? Were you not aware that had you 
visit him you would surely have found Me with him? O son of Aadam, I asked you 
for food, but you did not feed Me." He will say "O my Lord, how could I feed you 
when you are the Lord of the worlds?" Allah will say, "Were you not aware that My 
certain slave asked you for food but you did not feed him? Were you not aware that 
had you fed him, you would have found that with Me? O son of Aadam, I asked 
you for drink, but you did not give me to drink." He will ask, O my Lord, how 
could I give you to drink when you are the Lord of the worlds?" Allah will say, "My 
certain slave asked you for drink but you did not give him to drink. Were you not 
aware that had you given him to drink, you would have found that with me?" 1 

COMMENTARY: Allah will say about a sick visit 'you would have found me with him/ 
But about the other two things, 'you would have found the reward with me/ This shows 
that a sick-visit is better than feeding and giving drink to the hungry and thirsty. 

SICK VISIT TO JUNIOR 

& Ji-s ijj iipi J* J & iii J-* aJji os& o?i cAs om) 

j? & jil aisi ilL ^£_ji J\s v 43 Jill itt ^ji jjiu J* V jii sijis 

1529. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet paid a sick 

visit to a villager. It was his habit that when he visited a sick man, he would say, 
"Do not fear. It will purify you (of sins) if Allah will." So he said to the villager too, 
"Do not fear. It will purify you, if Allah will." But, the villager said, "Rather, no! It 
is a fever that boils in an old man. It will take him to the grave." The Prophet & JLo 

said, "In that case, yes!" 2 


1 Muslim # 43-5569. 

2 Bukhari # 5662, Musnad Ahmad # 3-350. 
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COMMENTARY: The Prophet taught the ummah that they should visit a sick 

junior too. The villager was foolish and found his condition unbearable. 

PROPHET'S fL .PRAYER FOR THE SICK 


jjl 1< V'-I Vi Ml t g .(Jjdjlvij (j-lxJI <JLl 


1530. Sayyidah Ay shah narrated that when anyone of them had an illness, 

Allah's Messenger pL-jU^-an jl* stroked him with his right hand and prayed: 




"Take away the harm, O Lord of mankind and heal. You are the Healer. There is no 
cure but from you - a cure that will leave no sickness." 1 


Ja I jtl ?jijT Si.J» ^ 41. ^Jl Jiiusi Is I*iU 6fj <' ) 






1531. Sayyiduna Ayshah narrated that if anyone complained of a pain or if he had a 
sore or a wound, the prophet pointed his finger (at it) and prayed, 'In the 

name of Allah, the dust of our earth with the saliva of one of us so that our sick one 
may cured by the permission of our Lord." 2 

COMMENTARY: It is said that the prophet used to put his spittle on his finger 

and put the finger on dust. Then he placed the dusty finger on the affected or painful 
portion of the body and stroked it while making the supplication —t) (In the name of 
Allah.to the end). 

While curing sores and wounds, this method and supplication were a sign of the Divine 
signs that only the Prophet ( JL.jUp-5!i lt5 Lo knew. Our intelligence is not capable of grasping it. 
However, Qadi Baydawi said that saliva and dust of the native land are very effective 
in retaining one's temperament to normal. Also, when one travel, one must carry with him 
dust of one's native land and some water in which a little dust must be put. During the 
journey, he must drink from it. This will preserve him from change in his temperament. 
Other explanation are given but the correct is that our intelligence is unable to fathom it. 
Ashrarf has said that the validity of rucjyah (charm, talisman) is established through 
this hadith provided works of disbelief are not incorporated in the incantation, like sorcery, 
expression of disbelief and polytheism. The correct verdict is whatever the language of the 
incantation, even Arabic, it is not correct to read it until its meaning is known. However, a 
hadith gives an incantation for the sting of a scorpion though its meaning is 

unknown. It is allowed to recite these words of the hadith never these. 


RECITING VERSES AND BLOWING ON PATIENT 
oJtXj Sis- II ^ C^Hd ^ 


1 Bukhari # 5675, Muslim # 46-2191, Abu Dawud # 3890, Tirmidhi # 973, Ibn Majah # 1619, Musnad 
Ahmad 1-76. 

2 Bukhari # 5745, Muslim # 54-2194m Abu Dawud # 3895, Ibn Majah # 3521, Musnad Ahmad 6/93 


i 
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1532. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that when the Prophet was 

unwell, he blow on himself after reciting the mu'awwidhat (last two surahs of the 
Quran) and stroked himself with his hand when he was sick with the illness before 
his death, she would recite the mu'awwidhat and blow on him as he had been 
accustomed to do. She would take the Prophet's (JL.jUp.8ii JL> hand and stroke him 
lightly with it. 

Another version says: 'Whenever anyone of his family fell ill, he recited the 
mu'awwidhat and blow on him." 1 

COMMENTARY: The mu'awwidhat are the surah al-falaq and an-Naas. The plural is used 
(instead of the dual) because of the verses. Or, they mean three surahs including surah al- 
Ikhlas. Some people include the surah al-Kafirun too. 

The second version does not mention the stroking with the hand, but blowing on someone 
(or on oneself) includes wiping over with the hand. Or, sometimes the Prophet ,JLjUpiiju> 
merely blew on the patient without wiping over with the hand, though the correct position 
is that blowing is inclusive of stroking with the hand. 

It is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet), according to this hadith, that verses of the Quran may 
be recited and blown over the patient. 


PRAYER FOR RELIEF FROM PAIN 


ill Jtil o+zs. q o 4& ^ I ^ 1 dA 0 1 

IjMj UJl vlJjuJa. £»jJI ^ i£Jjb JjLij •&& Aiil aD! 


C»i~x>oljj) iU(JbJjla.1 j JLa.1 \ jj£l 

1533. Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Abu al-Aas narrated that when he complained 

to the Prophet (jL.jUp.ai jl> of a pain he experienced in his body, he instructed him to 
put his hand where it ached on his body and recite (<5i'(*w) (In the name of Allah) 
three times, and: 

Jiti.1 J JL&.I 

"I seek refuge in the might of Allah and His power fro the evil of what I am going 
through and fear (last it increase)." 

He said that he followed the instructions and Allah removed what he was 
experiencing. 2 

JIBRIL'S f *JiUp PRAYER ON PROPHET ILLNESS 

HiU b jiis jL,j & ii)i Ja 5 I 31 $ jsj*. sjjt oij Oort) 

bJl Jwli. (Jjcjl L& alii ^5-ij (JlS 


1 Bukhari # 5735, Muslim # 54-2194, Abu Dawud # 3895, Ibn Majah # 3521, Musnad Ahmad 6/93 

2 Muslim # 67-2202, Abu Dawud # 3891, Tirmidhi # 2887, Ibn Majah # 3522, Musnad Ahmad 6-390 
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—a oljj) CJiajf jjjl 

1534. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that (Sayyiduna) Jibril u* 

came to the Prophet and asked, "O Muhammad, do you have a 

complaint?" He said, "Yes!" He said, "In the name of Allah, I apply a charm to you 
from whatever harms you, from the evil of every soul, and the eye of t he envious 
one. May Allah cure you. In the name of Allah I apply a charm to you." 1 

REFUGE IN ALLAH FROM EVIL AND CALAMITY 


Ufi^l oM-'i 6^-1 jxzj *jJ! 1 0oro) 

Ljjj iJJij LiS^lsI ^ • j [ /_\j^ 5 V (jf L&J ^ • j l ial.* (J5” AJabJI aJJI ojL»J6L) 

Jioi -^^£3,9 


1535. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas <&' narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL.j u* 
prayed to Allah for protection of (Sayyidunas) Hasan and Husayn (in these words:) 


4 JV ,^6 ljJ} 5 L& q ^ LiSUi^l 

' # ' if * * * 


"I seek refuge for you both in the perfect words of Allah from every devil and 
reptile and from every evil eye." 

And he would say, "Your father, Ibrahim f*A-Ji<uU, prayed from Allah's protection of 
Isma'il f'A-Ju A* and Ishaq with them." 2 

Most texts of al-Masabih have with them (meaning these words) in the dual. 
COMMENTARY: The words of Allah could be His knowledge, or His pure attribute, or His 
Books.The evil of every devil is the evil of every transgressing one whether of mankind or 
jinn, or of animals. 

The reptile is every poisonous creature whose sting causes death. Sometimes insects of 
the earth are also called hummah (i-»i*) while sammah are those whose sting does 
not cause death. 

The word ( 1 ^) (with them) towards the conclusion of the hadith are (u^) (with both) in most 
texts of ai-Masabih referring to 'the evil of every devil' and 'every evil eye.' But, Allamah 
Teebi blames it to the scribes error. 


HARDSHIP IS ALLAH'S MERCY 




1536. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, 'If Allah decided good for anyone then he is involved in some hardship." 3 
COMMENTARY: Hardship is severy such thing that the heart does not accept. It can be a 
difficulty, an illness, a tragedy or sorrow. It does not imply Allah's wrath but even if Allah 
decides to show favour and mercy to a person then He afflicts him with trial so that his sms 
are erased and, having endured the severity, his heart and mind become receptive to good 


1 Muslim # 40.2186, Ibn Majah # 3527, Musnad Ahmad 6-120. 

2 Bukhari # 3371, Tirmidhi # 2067, Ibn Majah # 3525, Musnad Ahmad 1-270. 

3 Bukhari # 5645. 
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and its radiance if anyone bears patiently hardship and remains pleased then it shows that 
the hardship will bring him Allah's pleasure and mercy. 

However, if anyone does not show patience but displays violent emotion and 
restlessness then the hardship is punishment to him from Allah. 

SORROW REMOVES SINS 


Vj v y Vj k_,4«a‘> Ls (Jls AUI Ajlc. S ^ 

Uj iilljlf'ill uf lii iljlll ,|£ Vj jSI .js 


1537. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah 4s*ito tf j»j and Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that 
the Prophet (A- j 4-1* & J** said, "when a Muslim faces a difficulty, pain, anxiety, 
sorrow hardship or worry, or is pierced by a thorn, Allah makes that an 
atonement for his sins." 1 


COMMENTARY: The words used in the hadith are nearly synonymous, except that (^) 
applies to an anxiety that might strike. On the other hand (,**) (gumm) is a sorrow that has 
struck already. 

So any kind of sorrow or harm that a Muslim endures erases his minor sins. 

PROPHET'S DIFFICULTY AND ILLNESS 


liifjA jij jLj dll j-fe £jbl jc dJ£$ jl! J^LLS HJLUc. c£j 0 °TA) 
cJLpJI All I ^lil (Jlis felc-J vid£.j£l viJUljdJI Jj-ipJ b oJJia 

(_g j I AILoj O-g Is jjls jJIas ^ ♦ jV clJLi. j vAdis (Jts JlS^Lt 



1538. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that he visited the Prophet 

(JUj 4.1* An jlp when he had fever. He touched him with his hand and said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, you have high fever." He said, "Yes, I get fever twice as much 
as any of you." Ibn Mas'ud 4*^^ said, "That is because you will get reward twice 
over." He said, "Yes!" and added, "If a Muslim is afflicted by difficulty through 
illness or otherwise then Allah causes his sins to be cast away because of that just ?s 
a tree casts down its leaves." 2 3 


\jjJ li-Jlj U (J XZJfe (j£j 0 or< ^) 

1539. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she never found anyone suffering a 

pain more severe than Allah's Messenger ^^4-1* 

PANGS OF DEATH ARE SYMBOL OF EXALTED RANKS 




Joj^l M.9 ,jjd3 13 j AH 1 CjU ki-J t! l&lfrj * ) 


1 Bukhari # 5641, Muslim # 52-2573, Tirmidhi # 968. 

2 Bukhari # 5648, Muslim # 45-2571, Darimi # 2771, Musnad Ahmad 1-381. 

3 Bukhari # 5646, Muslim # 44-2570, Ibn Majah # 1622, Musnad Ahmad 6-173. 



31 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 




1540. Sayyidah Ay shah narrated that the Prophet u died between 

her breast and her coller bone. She said, "I shall never feel repulsed about anyone 
experiencing terrible pangs of death after I saw the prophet suffer. 1 

COMMENTARY: The pangs of death are not against sins and not a sign of evil death. 
Rather, they are symbols of exalted ranks. 

Also, an easy death and soft pangs of death do not mean higher merits or excellence of 
rank, for, if that was so then the Prophet A *was the most excellent of all. 


EXAMPLE OF BELIEVER OF HYPOCRITE 


6a \jS\ jLj & dll J* ill jjjj jii jli cA ^cAj 0 ° n > 


SjjVl Agb u! oiij §> rb^l gjj}| 


1541. Sayyiduna Ka'b ibn Maalik narrated that Allah's Messenger ( JL>. } a>.&i )J l<> said, 
"The example of the believer is like the soft plant stirred by the winds - now 
banding down, now standing erect. And, thus his time comes. And, the example of 
the hypocrite is like the cedar tree that stands unmoved. It is not influenced by 
anything (not even the winds) till it is uprooted once for all (suddenly)." 2 
COMMENTARY: The believer is like a soft tree. He endures difficulties but remains steadfast 
on his place till he dies, like the soft tree that away with the wind but keeps its place. 

The hypocrite is like a cedar tree, stiff and unyielding. But, it is uprooted suddenly for no 
apparent reason. 

Both the believer and the hypocrite go through the ups and downs of life. The former 
shows patience and is rewarded in the hereafter with paradise. The latter seems to be 
happy but, when beset with problems, he cannot endure. He is failure in the hereafter. 


foil ji>‘ V ejJj| ji -So *.jil AM jj-ii 3* 3* of Ctj 0 1 
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1542. Sayyiduna Abu ilurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The believer is like a field with which the wind continues to play, so he too is 
ceaselessly faced with trials. The hypocrite is like a pine tree that is motionless till 
it is uprooted." 3 

COMMENTARY: The hypocrite lives an easy life in this world but will face punishment in 
the next. The believer's life is hard in this world but he will find it comfortable in the next. 


DO NOT CURSE ILLNESS 

euJlS A** Jj-^J 6-a-S ffij-t, l».6^J ^ °fT) 


1 Bukhari # 5643, Muslim # 59-2810, Darimi # 2749, Musnad Ahmad 3-454. 

2 Bukhari # 5643, Muslim # 59-2810. 

3 Bukhari # 5644, Muslim # 58-2819, Tirmidhi # 2875, Musnad Ahmad # 7195. 
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1543. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger visited 

Sayyidah Umm Sa'ib and asked, "What is wrong? Why do you tremble?" 

She complained, I have) fever. May Allah not bless it!" He said, "Do not curse it. It 
erases sins of the sons(offspring) of Aadam in the same way as bellows get rid of 
the dross of iron." 1 

COMMENTARY: According to one tradition: Allah, the Exalted, removes the sins of a 
believer because of the sickness of one night. Another tradition of Abu Dawud says that the 
sickness of one night removes sins of one year. 

REWARD ACCRUES FOR PIETY MISSED DURING SICKNESS 







1544. Sayyiduna Abu Musa narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"when a person is ill or on a journey (and misses his optional pious actions), that 
which he used to do during residence and sound health is recorded for him (in his 
record of deeds)." 2 


DEATH DURING PLAGUE 



1545. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger fL*j u* iut j^> said, 

"plague is martyrdom of every Muslim (who dies of it)." 3 
COMMENTARY: When plague spreads in a place, the Muslim who endure the hardship 
and do not flee from that place but stay put relying on Allah and die there of plague, they 
get the reward of martyrs. 

REWARD OF MARTYRS 


hji 31 4* ill! *iii Ss-tt Js jlS Oi tlAj ° on) 
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1546. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said "Martyrs are of five kinds: who dies of plague, who dies of stomach trouble, who 
drowns, who is crushed under falling structure and who is martyred in Allah's path." 4 
COMMENTARY: One who drawn gets the reward of the martyrs provided he does not 
drown intentionally. 

The martyr in the real sense of the word is he who gives his life in Allah's path. The other 


1 Muslim # 53-4575. 

2 Bukhari # 2996. 

3 Bukhari # 5732, Muslim # 166-1916. 

4 Bukhari # 5734. 
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three kinds of martyrs are hypothetical. In fact, there are many more kinds of hypothetical 
martyrs mentioned in some other well-known ahadith. Some of the ulama (Scholars) like 
Suyuti have put them together and some of them are they who die: of dhat ul janb 
(pleurisy), of burning, during pregnancy. During virginity, before her child is weaned, of 
tuberculosis, during a journey, on falling down from riding beast during a journey, while 
guarding the Islamic frontiers, after falling into a pit, being devoured by wild beasts, while 
defending or protecting own property, family, religion, life or right; through natural death 
during jihad; and of natural death after longing for a martyr's death without getting an 
opportunity for it. 

Sayyiduna Ali said that if a person is oppressed and imprisoned by the ruler and 

dies of torture then he is a martyr. If any one is cruelly beaten and dies of it then he is a 
martyr. If anyone dies while upholding tawhid (unity of Allah) then he is a martyr. 
Sayyiduna Anas narrated that (death from) fever is martyrdom. 

Sayyiduna Abu Ubayday ibn Al-Jarrah narrated that he asked, "O Messenger of 

Allah, which kind of martyr is the most excellent in Allah's eyes?" He said, "He who 
confronts a tyrant and enjoins him with piety and forbids evil but the tyrant kills him.' 
Sayyiduna Abu Musa 4**^j narrated (the tradition) that the person on whom a horse or camel 
treads and crushes and he dies, or whom a poisonous animal stings and he dies, is a martyr. 
Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas j narrated that if a man is in love (with a women) and he remains 
chaste and righteous and keeps his love undisclosed till he dies then he is a martyr. 

The Prophet said that while anyone who is sailing in a boat becomes sick and 

vomits, he will earn the rank of a shahid (martyrs). 

Sayyidah Ayshah narrated in a marfu from that if anyone makes this supplication 

twenty-five times a day: 

Ojjl JUs 

(O Allah, bless me in death and in what will follow after death), 
and dies a natural death, then Allah will grant him reward of the death of a martyr. 
Sayyiduna Ibn Umar 4*^^ narrated in a marfu form, "If anyone offers the salah (prayer) of 
duha (which is ishraq and chaast) and fasts for three days in a month and never misses the salah 
(prayer) of witr, neither at home nor during a journey, then he w ;1 l get the reward of a martyr." 
Similarly, when there is a general straying of the masses in belief and deeds and someone 
sticks to sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) and seeks knowledge and dies in that condition 
then he is a martyr. One who seeks to learn is he who is occupied in acquiring knowledge 
and teaching and learning or writing and editing books, or he simply joins a circle of 
learning. He who spends his life in hospitality to people and serving them is a martyr. 
Anyone who is wounded on the battlefield but dies after acquiring some benefit from 
something of the world (he) is martyr. 

If anyone consigns cereal or grain to the Muslims and if anyone earns a living for his family 
and slaves, then they both are martyrs. 

The sexuallv defiled man who is slain by an infidel on the battlefield is a martyr. So is he 
who dies when water chokes his throat. 

According to a hadith if a sick Muslim makes the supplication of prophet Yunus f*>LJi4Jp 
forty times: 
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"and dies of that illness then he will get the reward of a martyr. And, if he recovers 
from that illness then he regains health while he is forgiven. 

The hadith also places a truthful, trustworthy merchant with the martyrs on the day of 
resurrection. 

He who dies on the night of Friday is a martyr. 

According to a hadith, the mu'adhdhin who calls the adhan, without demanding a 
remuneration, only for Allah's pleasure is like a martyr who is drenched in his blood and 
trembles when he dies, his grave is without worms. 

The Prophet (jL.jUe.iiju> said, "If anyone invokes blessing on me once. Allah showers on 
him His mercy ten times. If anyone invokes blessing on me ten times, then Allah showers 
His mercy on him one hundred times. If anyone invokes blessing on me one hundred 
times, then Allah inscribes bara'ah between his two eyes. Bara'ah (freedom, exoneration) is 
deliverance from hypocrisy and the Fire and Allah will place him with the martyrs on the 
day of resurrection." 

If anyone recites, in the morning, three times: jit jtkijt (*d*ii i >') followed by the 

last three verses of surah al-Hashr, then Allah appoint seventy thousand angels who seek 
forgiveness for him till evening. If he dies during that day then his death is the death of a 
martyr. If anyone recites them in a evening, then he too qualifies for the same reward. 

The Prophet (jUjUp.ii JU> advised a man, "when you go to your bed in the night, recite 
the concluding verses of surah al-Hashr. If you die (in the night), you will earn .the 
death of a martyr." 

If anyone dies of epilepsy, then he is a martyr. He who dies during the pilgrimage of Hajj 
(pilgrimage) or umrah is a martyr. He who dies while his ablution is intact is a martyr. 

Also, one who dies in the month of Ramadan, or in the cities Bayt ul Maqdis, Makkah or 
Madinah is a martyr. He who dies of consumption is a martyr. 

If anyone recites every morning and evening (^i jsjSqoijuJiidiiU) (39:63) 

then he will be regarded a martyr. A hadith speaks of its merit. (The verse means: {to Him 

belong the keys of the heavens and the earth....} to the end) 

The martyrs also include: 

One who dies at the age of ninety 

One who dies while possessed by an evil spirit. 

One whose parents are pleased with him during his lifetime. 

A wife whose husband is pleased with her as long as she was alive. 

The Muslim who is kindly to a weak old Muslim or helps him is also a martyr. 
WHEN PLAGUE STRIKES 
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ojIs (| I (Jca jlM. J Alia, I >JjJJ i Uh & $1) 1 




1547. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she asked Allah's Messenger *J*hj~* 

(JUj about plague. He said, "It is a punishment that Allah send upon whomsoever he 
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wills. But, surely, Allah has made it a mercy for the believers whoever stays put in 
his town when plague strikes it, patiently seek reward from Allah and knowing 
that only what Allah has decreed for him shall happen to him will earn a reward 
similar to that of a martyr/' 1 

CLEAR GUIDANCE CONCERNING PLAGUE-HIT AREA 


Jfcus <> J^iil jjJlj jl! jl! J33 63 IsUl 0 01A) 
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1548. Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ 

said, "Plague is a punishment that has been sent down upon some of the Banu Isra'il 
or upon those who had existed before you (the sub-narrator was unsure which words 
were spoken). So, when you learn about it (having spread) in a land, do not go to it. 
And, when it strikes the land where you are, do not leave it fleeing from it." 2 


COMMENTARY: These people of Banu Isra'il were they whom Allah had commanded to 
enter the gate prostrating. But, they were disobedient and obstinate so Allah sent down on 
them a scourge from heaven, (surah al-Baqarah verses 58, 59) As a result, twenty-four 
thousand of their old people died instantly. 

The two instructions given in this hadith are applied always. One must not go were an 
epidemic has spread and not run away from the place if he is already there. If anyone flees 
then he would commit a grave sin and be a spumed one. Apart from an epidemic, one may 
seek refuge elsewhere if other kinds of trouble are likely, including after earthquake, fire or 
possibility of a building tumbling down. 

COPING WITH BLINDNESS 




1549. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that he heard the Prophet say that 

Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala (Glorious and Exalted) say, "When I afflict a slave of 
Mine in his two dear ones he braves if calmly, I shall atone for it with paradise." 3 
The Prophet j*JLij *Jp ,ju> referred to two eyes when he quoted Allah's saying 'two 
dear ones.' 



COMMENTARY: A person who is deprived of his eyesight must not complain and be 
depressed. Rather, he must be patient and grateful to Allah. His blindness is not because of 
Allah's displeasure but to remove his sins and to raise his ranks. A saintly man was 
deprived of his eyesight in old age. He used to say, "The solitude that I craved for is now 
available to me." 


1 Bukhari # 5734. 

2 Bukhari # 6974, Muslim # 92-2218, Musnad Ahmad 1-182. 

3 Bukhari # 5653, Musnad Ahmad 3-144. 




36 


Translation & Commentary of MSHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


SECTION II 

SICK VISIT & REWARD FOR IT 
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1550. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say. "If a Muslim pays a visit to a sick Muslim in the morning then seventy 
thousand angels call blessing on him till the evening. If he pays the sick visit in the 
evening then seventy thousand angels invoke blessing on him till morning. A 
garden is set aside for him a paradise." 1 

SICK VISIT TO ONE WITH EYE TROUBLE 


,>L^j4^1cAL)l t O^J ^ 




1551. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Arqam narrated that the Prophet ,JL.j Up & J-p 

visited him when his eyes had ached. 2 

COMMENTARY: It is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) to visit a person who has pain in his 
eyes or suffers from some other eye ailment. However, according to a tradition in Jami 
Saghir patients of three kinds of illnesses must not be visited. They are: 

(i) pain in eyes, 

(ii) toothache, and 

(iii) abases of boils. 

Reading the two traditions together, it means that only those people may visit these three 
patients whose visit will not cause inconvenience to these patients. 

This hadith (# 1551) may be said to call for the sick visit at the last stage and the hadith of 
Jami Saghir applies at the first stage. 


SUNNAH (PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET) OF MAKE ABLUTION BEFORE PAYING 

SICK VISIT 
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1552. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

anyone performs ablution and makes it a perfect ablution and pays a sick visit to 
his brother Muslim aiming for a reward then he is put away from hell a distance 
of sixty years." 3 

COMMENTARY: The wisdom behind making ablution is that a sick visit is a worship and 
with the ablution it becomes perfect. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that this condition is conducive to supplication being accepted. 


1 Abu Dawud # 3098, Tirmidhi # 971, Ibn Majah # 1442, Musnad Ahmed 1-91. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3102, Musnad Ahmad 4-375. 

3 Abu Dawud 3097. 
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PRAYER FOR SICK 
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1553. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUc-ii^Us said, 

"If a Muslim visits another sick Muslim and prays seven times: 

^ • j l 1 10 j 12jJ 1 (JLi s 

"I ask Allah, the Mighty, Lord of mighty throne, to cure you, then he will be cured 
unless his term is over." 1 

PRAYER FOR FEVER AND PAIN 
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1554. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet ( *JL-j -ul* -5i> used to 

teach them to pray when afflicted with fever and pain. 

'In the name of Allah, the Great (I begin to blow). I seek refuge I Allah, the Mighty, 
from the evil of every bursting vein and from the evil of the heat of the Fire.' 2 
COMMENTARY: The bursting vein is a 'rush of blood in the veins. When this happens it 
causes much restlessness through fever and other diseases, 

PRAYER IN ILLNESS 
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1555. Sayyiduna Abu Ad-Darda narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 
,3 -*j say, "If any of you is ill, or a brother of his is ill, let him pray: 

Jiili ^U 131 4 iSjJL&j t>9jVlJ ^UiJI 4 I cJLtil jslii ^UiJi 4 &jJI &JI HSj 
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1 Abu Dawud # 3106, Tirmidhi # 2081, Musnad Ahmad 1-239. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2080, Ibn Majah # 3526. 
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'O Lord who are in heaven, your name is sacred. Your command prevails in the 
heaven and the earth just as your mercy is in the heaven. So cause your mercy to 
prevail on earth. Forgive us our sins, minor and major. You are the Lord of the 
pious. Send down from your mercy and from your healing on this pain, so that it 
shall be cured." 1 

COMMENTARY: In the heaven, Allah's mercy is on every single one, but on earth, it is on 
some specifically but not on all. It is only on the believers. Though everyone benefits from 
his general mercy, as he says: 




{My mercy embraces all things) (7:156) 

The pious are the believers who are free of polytheism. Or the righteous Muslim who 
abstain from evil deeds and words. 


PRAYER DURING SICK VISIT 
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1556. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

A-J said, "When a man pays a visit to a sick person, let him pray: 

1J bLb i-iil 

'O Allah, heal your slave so that he may tackle on enemy effectively for your sake 
or walk to a funeral for your pleasure." 2 

EXPIATION OF SINS 
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1557. Sayyiduna ali ibn Zayd ii-uj-j narrated that Sayyiduna Umayyah reported 

that he asked Sayyidah Ayshah about the words of Allah, Blessed and 

Exalted: 




{Whether you disclose whatsoever is in you mind or conceal it. Allah will call you 

to account for it) (2:284) 

and: 


1 Abu Dawud # 3892, Musnad Ahmad 6-21. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3107, Musnad Ahmad 2-172. 
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{He who does evil shall be recompensed for it} (4:123) 

She said, "No one has asked me about them since I had asked Allah's Messenger 
He had said, 'This is how Allah afflicts His slaves in difficulties, like 
fever and misfortune, even loss of something that he places in his shirt pocket and 
grieves for it. Thus the slave emerges out of his sins as though pure gold is drawn 
from the bellows." 1 


COMMENTARY: The sahabah (companions) were worried that they would have to 
account for what thoughts they got in their hearts and they would be punished for their 
deeds minor or major, Sayyidah Ayshah 14 * fa ^ j explained that Allah would not punish 
them for their thoughts and every kind of sin. Rather, Allah punishes the believers in this 
world for tneir sins through illness or grief and sorrow. These things atone for their sins. It 
is like a friend being displeased because of the wrong attitude of his friend, but of heart he 
continues to love him. 
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1558. Sayyiduna Abu Musa -up- anarrated that the prophet in ju> said, "A 

person does not suffer a hardship, severe or soft, but for a sin. However, that which 
Allah forgives is more then that." Then, he recited: 


JJi&j 3 o.; ■u^TL^.a 441*0* Ls 


{And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is for what your own hands have earned 
and He pardons much} (43:30) 2 


COMMENTARY: They addresses the sinners. They should cease and mend their ways. 
Others who do not sin are tried by misfortune or hardship and their ranks are raised 
thereby. But even these pious people blame their trial to their sins. For instance, a rat cut off 
the shoes of a pious man and he lamented that it was a punishment for his sins. 

DURING INCAPABILITY PIETY CONTINUES TO BE CREDITED 
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1559: Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If a slave (of Allah) who has been pursuing the pious path of worship 
falls ill (and is unable to continue worship), the angel who is deputed over him is 
told to continue to record for him deeds like what he had been doing when he was 


1 Tirmidhi # 3002, Musnad Ahmad 6-218. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3263, Musnad Ahmad 6-167. (See Tirmidhi for comments of Sayyiduna Bilal j). 
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healthy till 'I (Allah) relieve him from illness or take him to me." 1 
Jg ojjll c$ Jiidt siji u^i 6^J ° ov) 
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1560: Sayyiduna Anas a^Aii^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JUjU*Ait c jU said, "If a 
Muslim is physically handicapped, Allah instructs the angel to record for him his 
good deeds that he had been doing. If Allah curses him. He washes and purifies 
him (from sins). If he takes him away. He forgives him and shows mercy to him." 2 


KIND OF MARTYRDOM 
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1561. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Atik narrated that Allah's Messenger jOj-OpAh JU> 

said that there are seven kinds of martyrdom apart from the one in Allah's path. 

(i) Death in plague is martyrdom. 

(ii) Death by drowning is martyrdom. 

(iii) Death of pleurisy is martyrdom. 

(iv) Death of internal malady is martyrdom. 

(v) Death by burning is martyrdom. 

(vi) Death by being buried under crumbling debris is martyrdom And, 

(vii) Death of a woman during pregnancy is martyrdom. 3 
COMMENTARY: The true martyr is he who gives his life in Allah's path. Those are many 
hypothetical martyrs (see hadith # 1546). Dhat ul janb is pleurisy or inflammation of the 
pleurae, causing pain in breathing. 


INVOLVED IN DISTRESS MOST OF ALL 
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1562: Sayyiduna Sa'd A^iii^j narrated that someone asked the prophet aJUAji^Lp 
(*J—. j "which kind of people faced trial most?" He said, "The prophet, then their 


1 Darimi # 2770, Musnad Ahmad 2-203, Shorh Suttnah. 

2 Musnad ahmd 3-148, Sharh Sunnah. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3111, Nasa'i # 1846, Ibn Majah # 2803, Muwatta Maalik 166.12-36. 
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likes, A man is tried according to his religion. If he is firm in observing his 
religion, then his trial is severe. But if he slack in observing his religion then it 
is soft on him. The trial is not removed (from him) till he walks on the earth 
having no sin (against him)/' 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet (JL. j Up isi faced trials and difficulties most of all because 
they went through them as easily as the common men enjoy blessings and comfort. These 
who are like them, meaning the awliya and the righteous also suffer trials. Their affliction 
is not as severe as of the Prophet fV-JiUp. After them those who are below them in degree 
suffer somewhat lesser affliction. They all gain a very large reward because of that. 

SEVENTY OF DEATH SPELLS EASE HEREAFTER 
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1563: Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that having seen severity of the death of 

Allah's Messenger JL>, she did not envy anyone an easy death, (or, she did 

not pray for an easy death of anyone.) 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyidah Ayshah realized that ease and comfort in the hereafter 

does not depend on an easy death but depended on the seventy death. 

THE PROPHET ^jUpii^ THROUGH PANGS OF DEATH 


4 si ?u ^ fiS si-*j j&i i # aist jJjdJG U&j <' oU > 


1564. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she observed the Prophet 

when he was facing death. There was by him a bowl containing water. He put his 

hand into the bowl and wiped his face repeatedly and prayed: 


"O Allah, help me through the severity of death, or, (he said,) "pangs of death." 3 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet ( J~.jUpiis (iS U> wiped his face with water to cool down the heat 
of the pangs of death. 

The ulama (Scholars) give many reasons for the severity of death of prophet ,*l-j Up 
One of these is that his ummah might known that even he suffered the pangs of death and 
they might not be worried abut themselves. 

BETTER TO BE PUNISHED IN THIS WORLD 
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1565. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "when Allah 


1 Tirmidhi # 2606, Ibn Majah # 4023, Musnad Ahmad 1-172,174,180,185. 

2 Tirmidhi # 981. 

3 Tirmidhi # 980. Ibn Majah # 1623. 
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decides that his slave should have good. He hastens for him the punishment in this 
world, but when he decided to let him (continue) in (his) evil, he puts off the 
punishment from him till, on the day of resurrection, he awards him the full 
punishment." 1 

COMMENTARY: Those who are pious are given their punishment in this world for any sin 
that they commit because it is better to be punished here then in the hereafter the 
punishment in this world being lighter and shorter. Those who are habitually sinful do not 
get their punishment in this world but are given rope (that they might end in disaster) and 
are punished in the hereafter. 

SUFFER AFFLICTION GLADLY 


s&n sijjj jJh fa & sin S* *1*1 Spj S& S& t&s 0 0>n) 


1566. Sayyiduna Anas j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

size of reward is associated with the size of affliction. Indeed, when Allah loves a 
people. He afflicts them in trial. Thus, he who goes through it gladly, for him is 
(His) pleasure but he who is displeased for him is (His) displeasure." 2 
COMMENTARY: The sahabah (companions) has the criteria that if a man is 

pleased with Allah then that is a sign that Allah is pleased with him and (the other way 
too) if a person is not happy with 'Allah that means that Allah is not happy with him. 


FAITHFUL ALWAYS IN TROUBLE 


g 3) Lfi ,jiL 1 JI3S V jilj s&slii Ja sill JjA5 jlS jis Ijsj* t 3 \ cts (' °' lv ) 

.Jit iJU^U 1S3J3 ££ oljj aSIIaJ*- Cy Uj SJJI ^Jlj fJ^jJ U j ^q i 



1567. Sayyiduna Abu Hurahrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^L.j *> in 

said, "Trial do not cease to afflict the believing men and believing women in their 
person their property and their children till they meet Allah and on them is no sin." 3 


4J 


(jJI j^jI j 0 1 j j )jJJ 1 (J-g (jd I aJ 1 ijjj. 3 


1568. Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn Khalid as Sulami narrated from his father from 
his grandfather that Allah's Messenger said, "If Allah decrees a rank 

(in paradise) for his slave which he fails to attain through his deeds, then Allah 
tries him (with affliction) in his body, or in his property, or in his children and 
causes him to be patient till he brings him to the rank that had been decreed for 


1 Tirmidhi # 2406, Musnad Ahmad 4-87. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2404 (2 nd portion), Ibn Majah # 4031. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2407, Musnad Ahmad # 8918, Muwatta Maalik. 
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him by Allah earlier/' 1 

COMMENTARY: Patience in the face of trial enables one to attain the station that deeds 
cannot take one to. 


POISON OR FREEDOM 


Ui Jj sja( i£\ J ii JLi & ill Ja sJJI SjAj jt» jlS of 6fj 0 (-w > 

<4-4^ ^^44^ «tjj -OJ-oj (J bHdi iljLIai.1. 




1569. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Shikhkhir narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The son of Aadam was created with ninety nine trials at his 

side. If trials do not afflict him then he lands in infirm old age, till he dies." 2 
COMMENTARY: When a human being comes into existence, a net of trials entangles him. 
He cannot come out of it and if anyone manages to shake it off, then he is snared in frail, 
old age which is cureless and unlimited. 

The gist of it is that world is a prison for the believer but freedom for the infidels. Hence, a 
Muslim must show patience when facing difficulties and be pleased with whatever Allah 
has decreed, for, this ensures success in the hereafter. 

According to a hadith Qudsi, Allah says; If anyone does not face trials that I have sent 
patiently, does not show gratitude for my blessings and is not pleased with my decree, 
then let him find a Lord other then I." 

Imagine how much displeased Allah is with such an impatient, ungrateful and disobedient one. 
O Allah preserve us from it and enable us to be patient, grateful and pleased. 


LONGING OF THE COMFORTABLE 




1570. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger s.kju» said, 

"On the day of resurrection, when those who had faced trials are given their 
rewards, the people who were safe will with that their skins had been cut off 
wish scissors in this world." 3 


jjijtiljsiiiVi ^kcA-j ( ' 0V ' ) 

b Jio (JUis o jLijI j>\j o jlie- Jls ojLzJ\ JJ iduif itlac- ■JL\ Jj <Jp^ 15} 

(jJijjjl oljj) —He. (JLaa ils lL^s>JIaJVI Uj^lAJI 


1571. Sayyiduna Aamir ur Raam narrated that Allah's Messenger 

spoke of illness, saying, "When a believer falls ill and Allah, Mighty and Glorious, 


1 Abu Dawud # 3090, Musnad Ahmad 5-272. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2157. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2410. 
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cures him of it, that (illness) atones for his past sins and checks him for the future. 
(So he keeps away from sin), when a hypocrite falls ill and then recovers, he 
resembles a camel that had been bound and then let loose by its owner, the camel 
not knowing why he had bound it and why he let it free." A man asked. “O 
Messenger of Allah, what is illness? By Allah, I have never been ill. He said, "Get 
up! And away! You are not one of us." 1 

COMMENTARY: A believer takes heed after illness. He repents his past sins and resolves 
to refrain from sins in future. A hypocrite, on the other hands, takes no heed and does not 
repent or resolve. He is worse than cattle. 

CHEER UP THE SICK 




lifc JlljliU&l J (step Z\jJ 


1572. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed -up in ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "When you visit a patient, cheer him up that he will live long. That will not 
put off anything (of the decree) but will raise his sprits." 2 
COMMENTARY: Some ulama (Scholars) say that when one is dying, he should use the 
siwak. It is hoped that it softens the pangs of death. It is also mustahab (desirable) to apply 
perfume and to put on clean garments and have a bath. 


SAFE FROM PUNISHMENT IN THE GRAVE 


q oJuo jl itiLaS ^ Jj-iJ JtS <Jl! cA 


Oovr) 


< 9 


JlS. I jufe J l o»1 o\^J 

1573. Sayyiduna Sulayman ibn Surad narrated that Allah's Messenger Ufr&jL* 

(iJL-j said. "Person who dies of a stomach ailment will not be punished in the grave." 3 
COMMENTARY: He dies a martyr all whose sins are forgiven except depts. (meaning, 
rights of fellow men). 

SECTION III 

djl i\iU <>jiij illl J* <l£ $ u^t cA 0 ovi > 

^9 , 

IIjI JUfl oJCjy 4JL>I (J|j, j <0 ^Ua.9 JC.<y JlSLo. 9 jjilc 


o i j* oAsif jJ 1 jjjj j^&j 4151 I 


1574. Sayyiduna Anas ^ narrated a Jew boy who served the Prophet 
for ill. The Prophet ,*JL.j u* k JL* visited him and sat down by his head and said, 
"Embrace Islam." The boy looked at his father who was beside him. He said, 
"Obey Abu al Qasim." So he embraced Islam and the Prophet went out. 


1 Abu Dawud # 3089. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2094, Ibn Majah # 1438. 

3 Tirmidhi # 1068, Musnad Ahmad 4-262. 
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saying. "Praise belongs to Allah who saved him from the Fire." 1 
COMMENTARY: It is mustahab (desirable) to sit near the head of the patient. Also, it is 
allowed to employ an infidel dhimmi as a servant and to visit him when he is ill. 

The ulama (Scholars) differ on whatever it is allowed to pay a sick visit to a Majusi 
(Magian) and a sinner. However, the correct thing is that it is permitted to visit a sinner. A 
minor may embrace Islam. The Jew boy was Abdul Quddus. 

BETTER TO WALK TO PAY SICK VISIT 


pU-111 cA &CA Sill 4131J,jll jll q,\ 6fj ov °) 


1575. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah **5*^*) narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "When someone visits a sick person, a crier calls from the heaven. "May you 
be happy. May your walk be good. May you get a high station in paradise." 2 
COMMENTARY: It is better to visit the sick walking. 


REPORTING CONDITION OF SICK 


jlil j gl}\ jLp 6a 6^-j 0 ov ^) 




1576. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that as Sayyiduna Ali came out 

after visiting the Prophet when he suffered the illness that led to his 

death, the people asked "O Abu Hasan, how is Allah's Messenger JU this 

morning?" He said, "Praise belongs to Allah, he is better this morning." 3 
COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Ali's reply meant that he hoped that the Prophet iiju 

would improve, or he realized the severity of the illness and gave this answer. 

The ulama (Scholars) suggest that this kind of a reply must be given even if the patient's 
condition is serious. 


TREATMENT NOT CONTRARY TO TAWAKKAL 

,*i J* J? VI u-LSs. 631 <j Jtl jlS r&j y\y3\?U2. cAj o «W) 

£j5l31 pits oLl^3l ^\j QlrfUt Jj-lj b ki-Jtia^Xcj4jlc&iJl ^1)1 ilj-^l 


v£J tia o-J tia cliaUS v ^j l 5131 oJco ^ • jU -ilil cl) j oJLi v ?j l. Jtis 

V. • jl 5131 pSlsoLi^sl 


1577. Sayyiduan Ata ibn Abu Ribah narrated that Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas 

asked him "Shall I not show to you a women who will be dweller of paradise?" 
He said, "Of course! Ibn Abbas 1' said, "This black woman come to the 


1 Bukhari # 1354, Abu Dawud # 3095, Musnad Ahmad 3-227. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2015, Ibn Majah # 1443, Musnad Ahmad 2-354. 

3 Bukhari # 6266, Musnad Ahmad 1-325. 




46 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


Prophet and said, 'O Messenger of Allah, I suffer epilepsy and become 

uncovered. So, pray to Allah for me! He said. If you wish show patience and be 
rewarded with paradise, or, if you like. I shall pray to Allah to cure you She said, 'I 
shall observe patience/ but also said, "Since I fear that I may bare myself, do make 
supplication to Allah that I may not become bare. Then he prayed for her/' 1 
COMMENTARY: This woman's name was Su'rayrah or Suqayrah or Saykrah. She is also 
said to have been employed by the mother of the believers Sayyidah Khadijah al Kubra 
and used to comb her hair. 

This hadith says that if one observes patience and submission in the face of calamity, 
medication and supplication may be given up. Rather, to be patient and resigned to fate for 
always endure illness (without medicine) is better than being healthy and safe. However, 
this applies too one whose sickness will not hamper the good of Allah's creatures. While it 
is better to abandon treatment, according to a hadith of Abu Dawud, it is sunnah (Practice of 
Holy Prophet) to take medicine and undergo treatment when the sahabah (companions) 
tfx-i ii' asked the Prophet JU>, "should we take medicine (when ill)?" He said, "Yes 

take medicine because Allah has not created any sickness for which he has not created a 
medicine, except old age." So, the ulama (Scholars) say that medicine and treatment do not 
defeat tawakkal (reliance on Allah) because they are no more then a mean. This is why the 
prophet (*JL.j iii also took medicine and underwent treatment though he had placed 

reliance Allah more than anyone else did. In spite of this, one may observe tawakkal to 
such an extent that treatment and medicine must be given up just as Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
has done and this is a means to excellence and higher ranks. 


BETTER TO DIE AFTER SICKNESS 


— o\jj *cs -3131 


1578. Sayyiduna Yahya ibn Sa'eed ** narrated that a man died (suddenly) 
during the time of Allah's Messenger (JL-j -ui* in JL?. Another man remarked 
"Congratulations to him! He died but was not tried by illness." So, Allah's 
Messenger ^ 3 * 4 * & said, "Woe to you! You know not! Had Allah tried him will 
illness I would have atoned for his sins." 2 


PATIENCE DURING ILLNESS 


jts tflla a IS iis J4J Je U2 \ & Ui) Ij cA jliS £fj <' ov '> 

^ s’ * 

I Lo (j -5 Ijdfr Ul I (J-?*,?-)"®' 3131 s. • J 1 sXjCi 9 


1 Bukhari # 5652, Muslim # 54-2576, Musnad Ahmad 1-346. 

2 Muwatta Maalik # 8, Kitab al Ayn. (Mursal from) 
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<3^3 CL>Jpi bUaaLl (j* &al <L>Jk5j <g»%<Xa (J-J 


1579. Sayyiduna Shaddad ibn Aws and as-Sunabihi *& '*are reported to 

have visited a sick man. They asked him, "How are you today?" He said, "I am well 
this morning." So Shahddad said to him, "Have tidings that your sins are 

removed and your wrong erased, for I had heard Allah's Messenger say 

that Allah, Mighty and Glorious, say, when I try one of my slaves who is a believer 
(with illness or anxiety) and he praises Me for the trial with which I try him then he 
will get up from that bed of his without sins as he was on the day his mother had 
delivered him." The Lord, Blessed and Exalted, says (to the angels), "I restricted and 
tried My slave. So continue to record for him (in his record of deeds what you had 
been recording of the pious deeds) when he was healthy. 1 


SORROW ATONE FOR SINS 


A3 jsJj jdiill tpjji 3l)l <L5l (Jls ^ 0A< 


(jLa».i oljj)3^£ L& &3JI I I <32 

1580. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger (jUjUtifo JL* said, "If 

anyone's sins are very many and he has no good deeds with which they may be 
offset then Allah afflicts him with sorrow to erase them from him. 2 
COMMENTARY: According to a tradition of Tabarani and Haakim "Allah 

befriends every sorrowful heart." 

GREATNESS OF VISITOR TO SICK 



J&.-tsipl Jp P ^ (3^ lPj 0) 


1581. Sayyiduiia Jabir ** & narrated that Allah's Messenger *.J* & JU said, 
"when anyone pays a sick visit to a person, he does not cease to be within the ambit 
of mercy till he sits and when he is seated, he is deep down into it." 3 

FEVER & CURE 


J&\ sdjU JL I jkm\ out \S\ Jl j&sj <££ 4i3! <&)l jj-ij ^±J\ 0 0AY) 

4l)l jJL* J Ale. lg£flla^l. fl jllli 

^bl o Ll£c » C.jV- 5 4^9 cj**< * «-31 fcpJs l) 4^ i §(3 


ifej V t 5 Sl 9 d lj }3 ^>3 ^ • j U o-* 5 *- ^ v, 1 A ft (j lj $5 ^>3 ^ ? j l 9 


1 Musnad Ahmad # 4-123, 

2 Musnad Ahmad 6-157. 

3 Muwatta Maalik # 507-13, Musnad Ahmad. 
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I jub (Jls J o\Jj 4iJI j jL> 


1582. Sayyiduna Thawban -up-an^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"If one of you has fever, the fever is a piece of hell, then extinguish it with water. 
Let him get down into a river and face the flow of it, saying. 




(In the name of Allah, O Allah cure your slave and thus confirm your Messenger). 

(Do this) after the salah (prayer) of fajr and before sunrise. Let him plunge into it 
three times for three days. If he is not cured in three days, then for five days, and if 
he is not cured in five days t hen let him do it for seven days. If he is not cured in 
seven days then nine days, for it will not exceed nine days with the leave of Allah, 
Mighty and Glorious." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Arabic words may mean; 'Let him dive into the river for three 
days (meaning, once every day). They could also mean; 'Let him dive three times every 
day for three days. 

This treatment is proper for a certain kind of illness (fever) common in Arabia and must be 
followed only on the advice of a qualified physician. In certain cases, it might prove disastrous. 
Khattabi has written about a man who did not consult a physician and plunged into water 
as suggested in this hadith. The result was that his condition worsened and he was on the 
point of death. However, he recovered somehow only to blame the hadith and speak ill of 
it. So, it is better to follow a physician's instructions. 

DO NOT REVILE FEVER 


JUU <J4J JSill ,Jll jl! SjjJ-a q ,\ 0Ar ) 




1583. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that fever was mentioned in the 

presence of Allah's Messenger and a man reviled it. The Prophet 

,*i-j said, "Do not revile it. It removes sins as fire removes the dress of iron." 2 
COMMENTARY: The religious scholars write what during illness and affliction one must 
show gratitude to Allah as one does in sound health and happiness. There is wisdom in the 
affliction that Allah sends down on someone. 


WHY FEVER 

&Ssk JUS sbl Jill sipjisj *1)1 jll 2&J o 0A1) 

(jj) j ,^L3I Cyi AJai ^»j LijJI ^ 1S 


(v^UjVl 

1584. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger JL> 

visited a sick man and said, "Greetings to you! Allah, the Exalted says, 'It is My fire 


1 Tirmidhi # 2091, Musnad Ahmad 5-281. 

2 Ibn Majah # 3469. 
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that I empower over My believing slave in this world so that, on the day of 
resurrection, it will serve as a portion of hell for him. (meaning a relief)." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Quran says: 

vijii 

{There is not one of you but shall come to it....} (19:71) 

Hence, the believer suffers fever instead of coming to the fire and going into it. He is thus 
safe from the punishment. The sirat will be placed over hell and everyone will have to go 
over it. Therefore, the 'believer in the hadith means a 'perfect believer.' Because some 
sinners among the believers will be consigned to hell to serve their term (before being 
discharged). 


POVERTY & ILLNESS SECURE FORGIVENESS 

Sjk JU5j ijJl jl! jhj SI J-a jbl jj-y ^J\ uJi cAj 0 oao) 

Ai 4 plLL $ q gA jz. ii JzL'i SiJ (dill 6a tfif r. V jus-j 


(Oij J 

1585. Sayyiduna Anas <u* 4a narrated that Allah's Messenger u* & J^> said 
that the Lord, Glorious and Exalted says, "By My Might and Glory. I shall never 
take away from the world anyone whom I decide to forgive till I get from him 
retaliation for every sin that is on his neck by illness in his body and cutting 
down of his provision." 2 

AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF IBN MAS'UD **<5^ 


v 4i Jia j*>i oUdAl c*l 4-^ uM <J^ 0 oM) 

{JLi. <jl Uijj S C 

s^jl J4 *5 4^4 ISA vfV* 65 4-^4 j V Jl* a !# 


9 9 * * 


1586. Sayyiduna Shaqiq narrated that when he visited Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud 
who was ill, he began to weep. So, he was cautioned over that. He said, "I do 
not weep because of the illness, for I had heard Allah's Messenger (jUjUp-in say 
that illness expiates sins rather, I weep that illness has come to me when I am 
feeble, why did it not.come when I was strong (and young)? When a slave of Allah 
is ill, all that is recorded for him as was recorded for him before he fell ill and his 
illness hampered him from doing deeds (of a pious natural)." 3 
COMMENTARY: During young age a great many good deeds are performed. So if anyone 
falls ill during that period, numerous deeds would be credited to him. In contrast, in old 


1 Tirmidhi # 2095 (Varied), Ibn Majah # 3470, Musnad Ahmad 2,440. 

2 Razin. 

3 Razin. 
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age, one cannot hope for an appreciable number of deeds to be credited because the normal 
performance is not much. This is why Sayyiduna Ibn Masud lamented that he did 

not fall ill in his youth. 

WHEN MUST ONE PAY THE SICK VISIT 


a*u 0*1.1 lx Vj ik.s V A ij # djl J* ^11 ^sJg JH <' 0AV) 


(^JiUjVI 


1587. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet did not visit the 

sick until after three days. 1 

COMMENTARY: This means that a visit must be paid three days after anyone falls ill. The 
ulama (Scholars) maintain that a sick visit can be made at any time, before or after three 
days. Hence, some people say that this hadith is weak, or rather invented. 


REQUEST PATIENT TO PRAY FOR YOU 

sjii l2 i & in sin jpj & 0 ° M) 


(i^Jj L. 0^1 z-iZJS'UllZ . '• i ts 

1588. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab narrated that Allah's Messenger iuju 

said, "when you visit a sick person, request him to pray for you, because his 
prayer is like the prayer for the angels." 2 

COMMENTARY: The sick person resembles the angels in many ways. Like the angels, the 
sick person is innocent of sins, constantly occupied in remembrance of Allah and in making 
supplication to Him. 

BE NOT NOISY BEFORE THE SICK 


j(Jj jil o&A *4 psfeJi J fej o*jiii ilin & jtl ojii o*j 0 4M) 


1589. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that it is from the suttttah (Practice of 

Holy Prophet) to stay a short time and not make a noise when visiting a sick person. 
He also narrated that when the sahabah (companions) ,*■$*■ became noisy and 
argued much with each other, Allah's Messenger said, "Go away from me." 3 
COMMENTARY: The visitor must sit with the patient only for a short time enough to 
enquire after his health and general condition. It is not proper to stay too long with him 
and it is makruh (unbecoming) to make a noise there. 

According to tradition in Bukhari and Muslim, when the Prophet (JL-jUftii was very ill, 
very many sahabah (companions) j were around him. He asked for writing material 

to write some advice. Sayyiduna Umar said (to the gathering), "Perhaps, he goes 

through a severe condition and we already have the Quran and it is enough for you." Then 



1 Ibn Majah # 1437, Bayhaqi Sha'b ul Eeman # 9216. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1441. 

3 Radn. 
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everyone began to speak his mind out and it become noisy. So, the Prophet ,*JL, said, 
"All of you leave me alone." 

The rawafid contend that Sayyiduna Umar as- k blocked the last instructions of the 
Prophet pL>jAj*kj*> from being recorded (like the naming of Sayyiduna Ali As-k^j as the 
Prophet's first Khalifah (caliph)). 

Ibn Hajr rejects the contention of the rawafid saying that when the people began to argue 
the Prophet aA* k thought that it was wise not to write a piece of advice on 
instructions. He also gave up the idea of writing it down later. If he had decided to write it 
down, then how would Umar As-k^j and others dared to prevent him. He was alive for 
three days thereafter and Umar Atek^j and the other sahabah (companions) ^k^j were 
not always present with him but the people of his house, like Sayyiduna Ali As-k^j and 
Abbas Ait- k^j and others were present near him. If he had intended to write down 
instruction for a Khalifah (caliph), he would certainly have written that. Rather, he had. 
made known his decision in that regard clearly by appointing Abu Bakr As-k^j as imam in 
his absence. This is why Ali As-k^j addressed the people in this regard, saying, 'The 
Prophet ijAjtkj^ appointed Abu Bakr A^k^j as our imam for our religion. Shall we not 
nominate him for our world as Khalifah (caliph)? I was there when the Prophet 
sent for Abu Bakr as-k^j to name him as imam, but {he Prophet ^jAAs-kj^ did not appoint 
me. Allah has said about people like Abu Bakr Ask^y 




{Fearing not the reproach of any reproacher...} (5:54)" 

Abu Sufyan ibn Harb said to Sayyiduna Ali ^k^j, "If you wish I will bring my horses and 
footmen all over Madinah to combat Abu Bakr." This message angered Sayyiduna Ask^j 
Ali and he reprimanded Abu Sufyan so that he and others may know that Abu Bakr Ait-k ^j 
as Khalifah (caliph) was according to the Prophet's ^jAAe-kj^ wishes there was no doubt 
at all about it. 

Thus, it is clear that the Prophet jiJl-jU*<3si had no intention to appoint Sayyiduna Ali k^j 

as- as Khalifah (caliph) and even Ali Aa-k^ } had no such thing on his mind. The Prophet 
e-k made no indication of the Khalifah (caliph) going to Sayyiduna Ali Ask^j Rather 
he indicated the nomination of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr As-k^j by appointing him as imam for 
the salah (prayer). 


SHORT VISIT 


C^jUiVis— i SskJi jJii 


1590. Sayyiduna Anas As-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "A 

visit should be as short as the time between two milking of a she camel." 1 
Another version: 

1591. Sayyiduna Sa'eed ibn Al-Musayyib Ask^j narrated in the mursal form, "The 


1 Bayhaqi in Sha'b ul Eeman # 9222. 
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ideal sick visit is that the visitor arises very quickly (to go)." 1 
COMMENTARY: The two milkings are that after the first the she camels youngs are 
allowed to touch the udders so that milk flow abundantly. The second milking starts at 
that. The interval is very short and the visitor is advised to sit only this much when he 
pays a sick visit. 

When people visited Sari Saqati «&' ^j during his illness and stayed very long and asked 
him to pray for them, he prayed, "O Allah, t each them the manners of a sick visit." 
However, if a visitor is a close friend or relative and the patient wishes him to sit longer, or 
he serves the patient, then he must not curtail his visit. 

FEED THE SICK WHAT THE WISHES TO EAT 





1592. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet paid a sick 

visit to a man and (during the visit) asked him "What would you like to eat?" He 
said, "I wish for some wheaten bread." The Prophet said, "If anyone has 

any wheat en bread, do sent it to his brother." He also said. "If one of you is ill and 
demands something to eat does feed it to him." 2 
COMMENTARY: This refers to the patient's true demand and this is a sign that he had 
recovered. What he desires is not harmful in some cases and the feeding should be within 
limits. It should not be something that is most likely to harm the patient. The instruction in 
the hadith to 'feed him' is not an outright and universal command but should be carried 
out according to the patient's condition. The physician should be consulted beforehand. 
Allamah Teebi said that the command applies to a patient who has no chances of 
survival. He should be given what he wishes to eat. 


DEATH WHILE ON A JOURNEY 

£gjJI J JLj QjJ (Jls j (j^l U^J ^ 

oU I j} I ^ £ j l (_\la «QJ I bviJlj 1 b cjLs b (Jla9 


(«La»La (jjl o jJ, yA (3^ Jj (jZjg 


1593. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that a man died in Madinah 

where he had been bom too. The Prophet led his funeral salah (prayer), and said, 
"How I wish he had died elsewhere than his birth place!" The sahabah 
(companions) j asked, "Why that, O Messenger of Allah? He said, "If anyone 

dies in a place other than his native land, the space between his birth place and the 
place of his death is measured for him in paradise." 3 


1 Bayhaqi in Sha'b ul Eeman # 9221. 

2 )bn Majah # 1439. 

3 Nasa'i # 1832, Ibn Majah # 1614. 
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COMMENTARY: The correct thing seems to be a journey in obedience to Allah, like jihad, 
religious education and such others. 


(■‘La.Lo(J jI Cj(JJJ o cAj 0 


1594. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Death in 

an alien land is martyrdom." 1 


(jpj CjU Lo3^ 6U o-* iUI (J-^4131 (Jj-ij (Jll (Jll 0 ) 

(-sjjUjVl i>>l 0 \jj)4jJ-\ &■* 3 (sAS 


1595. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *L-jiuU-*isi t yU> 

said, "He who dies of an illness dies a martyr. He is preserved from the trial in the 
gr4ave and will be served provision morning and evening from paradise." 2 

COMMENTARY: Though this word is (uw>») in the correct copies of Mishkat, sunan Ibn 
'Majah itself has (^' j*) (guarding the frontiers). 

(This is as in the Urdu text but the translation of Ibn Majah published by Kazi Publications 
has (l iny) (sick) with comments that it could be (^'y) - guarding frontiers). 


DEATH IN PLAGUE 



til ufijiJ uSiji.) jj# bt ^DjsjZbirf 14 Jfijt lJ* 

Jl IIjJJiS I U3.S Uii U?J£ljiU ti j£jSl jjls j 




1596. Sayyiduna Al-Arbad ibn Sariyah narrated that Allah's Messenger ifoJLe 

(JLijAsIp said. "The martyrs and those who had died on their beds will argue before 
our Lord, Mighty and Glorious, to get judgement about those who had died of 
plague. The martyrs will plead, 'Our brothers were killed as we were killed.' But 
those who died (on their beds) will plead, 'Our brothers who died on their beds just 
as we died.' So, our Lord will judge. 'Look at their wounds. If their wounds 
resembled the wounds of those who were slain they are among them and will be 
with them. Behold, their wounds resemble the wound of their (martyrs)." 3 


COMMENTARY: The word for plague is (oj*^) (Ta'un) derived from (j*b) (ta'n) which 
mean 'to strike spears.' Those who die of plague feel as if they are being struck by spears. 
Thus, the jinns hit them with spears and give them the wounds. 

The hadith classifies death of plague as martyrdom. On the day of resurrection, these 
people will be with the martyrs. 


1 Ibn Majah # 1613, 

2 Ibn Majah # 1615, Bayhaqi in Shab ul Eeman # 9897. 

3 Nasa'i # 3164, Musnad Ahmad 4-128. 
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DO NOT FLEE FROM PLAGUE INFESTED AREA 


65 juli sisi jL jjjy 0 «' v > 


(j^l «lI ^9 

1597. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "He 

who flees from plague (when it strikes the land where he resides) is like one who 
flees from battle (meaning, jihad) but one who shows patience during plague will 
earn the reward of a martyr." 1 

COMMENTARY: Teebi said that the comparison is for the major or grave sin that 
both earn. If anyone runs away from plague with the conviction that he would remain safe 
if he flees otherwise he would die, then it is disbelief. 

One who faces plague patiently will earn a martyr's reward even if he does not die of it. 


CHAPTER - II 

WISHING FOR DEATH & REMEMBERING IT \J&5c> l< 

It is mnkruh (unbecoming) to pray for death when one suffers physical pain or is in distress 
through sickness, hardship or any kind of trial, anxiety, etc. This is so because it implies 
impatience and displeasure with Divine decree. 

However when one is anxious to see the Lord, get relief from this ephemeral world, and 
anxious to go to the eternal world, then to long for death is a sign of faith and perfect faith. 
Even if one longs for death to be safe from religious harm t hen it is not makruh 
(unbecoming) to do so. 

To remember death is to fear Allah and to seek His pleasure and to obey Him. It is also to 
love Allah's Messenger and to abide by His Shariah (divine law). It is also to 

seek forgiveness and to repent to be careful to avoid loss in the hereafter even if that entails 
loss in this world. 

If one just has death in remembrance but leads a wayward life then it is of no use. Rather, it 
makes and hard hearted. It is like remembering Allah neglectfully, which is of no 
consequence. jotjt—i) We ask Allah for safety. 

SECTION I jjVtJJUfi 


DO NOT WISH FOR DEATH 

I o AUia Uti-J UjJ IjrU. jIjJj vj \J\ 

1598. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger Up m said, 
"Let no one of you wish for death, for, if he is pious, perhaps he may add to his 
piety, and if he is evil, perhaps he may (repent and) look for Allah's pleasure." 2 


1 Musnad Ahmad 3-324. 

2 Bukhari # 5637, Nasa'i # 1818, Darimi # 2758, Musnad Ahmed 2-263. 
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A ijj.4ij.ilgb> .. ’ 


1599. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Let no one of you wish (in heart) or pray (with the tongue) for death before it 
comes to him. When a person dies, it cuts off his hopes, and the believer's life does 
not prolong without bringing him more good." 1 

COMMENTARY: Once a person dies, the ways to do good and bed are cut off. 


viijSisUtjik ojit jiiil V ill jjJo jtl (n> •) 




i .<■ t 9 f i ? 


1600. Sayyiduna Anas a*^^ narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Let 

no one of you wish for death because of suffering (of any kind). But, if he must do 
it, then he must pray: 


lij.^3^jL^J^sbaU Ci*j 

"O Allah, keep me alive as long as life is better for me and take me away when 
death is better for me." 2 

COMMENTARY: Nawawi j has given the verdict that it is not makruh (unbecoming) to wish 
for death when apprehending mischief or trial in the religious field. Rather, It is mustahab 
(desirable) to do so Imam Shafi'I iiwus-j and Umar ibn Abdul Aziz k*+rj had done so. 

It is also maustahab to hope for martyrdom in Allah's path. Umar ibn Khattab ^k^j 
and others had done it and Mu'adh a* k^j is known to have prayed for death in the 
plague, Ta'uwn Amawas. So, it is mustahab (desirable) to pray for martyrdom even 
through plague, etc. 

According to a hadith in Muslim, if any one sincerely prays for martyrdom, then he get 
reward for it (even if he is not martyred). 

It is mustahab (desirable) to pray for death in Madinah. According to a hadith in Bukhari. 
Umar had prayed for it: 


jjsikyi 




1 j ' < ^3 j j\ ' 


"O Allah grant me martyrdom in your path and cause me to die in the city of Your 
Messenger. <*JL. jAJp.& JL» 

The concluding portion of the hadith means that life is better than death as long as god 
deeds surpass sin and life is without trials for a religious nature. When it is the converse, it 
is better to die. 


MEETING THE GREATER 

(Jb Cj bl,<La.lJ j! I o o 4jJl pijQo ® 


1 Muslim # 13-2682. 

2 Bukhari # 5671, Muslim # 10-2680, Abu Dawud # 3108, Tirmidhi # 971, Nasa'i # 1812, Ibn Majah # 
4265, Musnad Ahmed 3.101. 
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itsLsf L 4^1 <^s.\ osl^ • jljUo ^ oji5l ojr*^- lj| O^jj-oM 0-^J ^4.j 

1^ ^ uS# -esjfcj *i)l 

^131 _^_jLa5 1 opli^o ^.^siusUl Li* 


1601. Sayyiduna Ubadan ibn as Samit narrated that Allah's Messenger 

^Ju-jaJp said, "He who loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet him. But, he who 
dislikes to meet Allah, Allah too dislikes to meet him." So, Sayyidah Ayshah 

if* asked, or one of his other wives submitted, "We dislike death." He said, "That is 
not the same thing. But, when death comes to the believer, he receives glad tidings 
of Allah's pleasure and mercy. So, nothing is dearer to him than what is in front of 
him. He loves to meet Allah and Allah loves to meet him. But, as for the disbeliever, 
when death comes to him, he is given tidings to punishment and retribution of 
Allah so, nothing is more detestable to him than what is in front of him. He dislikes 
to meet Allah and Allah does not wish to meet him." 1 

1602. Sayyidah Ayshah's if* k j hadith has: 'death comes before the meeting 
with Allah. 2 

COMMENTARY: While it is presumed commonly that meeting Allah is death, yet the 
correct thing is that the meeting with "Allah is to be mindful of the hereafter, to seek 
Allah's mercy forgiveness and pleasure and not to be inclined to the world. He who 
abandons the world loves to meet Allah. But he who chooses the world and loves its things 
really detests to meet Allah. This is why he who loves the meeting with Allah, loves death 
because it is the means to the meeting with Allah. 

The Prophet answer to Sayyidah Ayshah if*^^ meant that death should be 

held dear as a means to the love of Allah and the meeting with him. 

The version of Sayyidah Ayshah means that the sight of Allah is possible only after 

death. The meeting with Allah is not the some things as death. Both have different meanings. 


TO BELIEVER DEATH IS RELIEF BUT A SINNER'S DEATH IS RELIEF TO OTHERS 


u-2 Jlis 41a 1 Is *131 Jj-lJ b IjJ (is rljtii jf 


1603. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah **4^j narrated this hadith often. A funeral was brought 
past Allah's Messenger (►UjUciiiju-. He said, "Either he is relived or others are relived of 
him." The sahabah (companions) ( *f*<5n vr *> asked, "Who is relieved and who is the one 
from whom others are relieved?" He said, "The believing slave is delivered from the 
sorrows and harm of the world and goes to the mercy of Allah. But, the creatures, the 
country, the trees and the beasts are delivered from the sinful person." 3 


1 Bukhari # 6507, Muslim # 15-2684, Tirmidhi # 2316, Nasa'i # 1838, Darimi # 2756, Muwatta Maalik 
50 0ana'iz), Musnad Ahmad 3-107. 

2 Muslim # 16.2684. 

3 Bukhari # 6512, Muslim # 61-950, Nasa'i # 1930, Muwatta Maalik # 504 (Jana'iz) Musnad Ahmad 5-296. 
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COMMENTARY: With his death, the believer is delivered from the deeds, ecc. of the world 
and the effort to perform them. He is also delivered of the hardship and anxiety of the 
world and the harm and trouble caused by its people. Masruq said that he did not 
envy anyone as he envied the believer who is placed in his grave because he is safe from 
punishment and at rest from this world. Abu Daud said, "I like death because of my 
desire to go before my Lord. I like sickness as an atonement for my sins. And, I like poverty 
as a means to be humble and submissive before my Lord." 

When a sinner dies, other people are free for him because when they reproached him, he 
quarreled with them. If they said nothing to him, they here delinquent in thier religion. His 
sins create corruption in the world and hurt people, cities, trees, etc. Religious acts and 
duties are interrupted. Allah is angry with the sinner, so earth and all that is on earth 
suffer. Allah prevents rain from pouring down. When sinner die, the clouds burst and it is 
green everywhere. 

LIVE LIKE A TRAVELER 


LiJJI Aid iy&Jr+Z- C)3 0 s "J ^ 







1604. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger ■d-'j tJt’hj** 
took him by his shoulders and said, "Live in the world as though you are a stranger, 
or one passing through the road." 

Sayyiduna Ibn Umar used to say, "When you are in the evening do not wait 

for the morning. And where you are in the morning, do not wait for the evening. 
Regard your health as a blessing against your sickness and your live against you 
death." (Derive something from the first for the other.) 1 

COMMENTARY: The Arabic word (*-*/) (stranger) is a traveller, so do not be inclined to 
the world because it is your path of journey to the hereafter. Live as a stranger uninterested 
in worldly things because you will separate from them. Do not perceive your survival here. 
Intend to go home. 

One who passes through the roads is stranger than a traveler too because he stops no 
where and does not break journey at all. 

No one knows when he will die. So, not build tall hopes but be quick to do good deeds, 
without delaying them. When you are healthy do the most you can lest sickness afflicts you 
and you become unable to do pious work. 

Seize the opportunity of your life to amass deeds upon deeds. Thus, when you die, these 
deeds will fetch your reward. 

Though it seems that the concluding words were spoken by Sayyiduna Ibn Umar 

<up and are mawquf at him, yet Ahya al Uloom presents them as marfu saying of the 

prophet 


1 Bukhari # 6414, Tirmdhi # 2333, Ibn Majah # 4114, Musnad Ahmad 2-24. 
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PLACE GOOD HOPE IN ALLAH 


(jj jJtJ V (Jjjaj .^bl jjL&ULi 4j^S 4JJ1 4 JJI (J_jJ!iJ >■£ ■ «< * '1 L^J ^ 

_a eljj)4jJ L> (>Ia3| 


1605. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say three days before his death, "Let not anyone of you die without placing good 

hopes in Allah." 1 


COMMENTARY: Every Muslim should expect Allah's favour and forgiveness and be 
confident of receiving it. If anyone despairs of His mercy then he makes himself eligible for 
His wrath. 

The Ulama (Scholars) say that the sign of a good hereafter is to be fearful all through life 
and, when death approaches, hopes for mercy and forgiveness should dominate. 

To have good expectation from Allah is to do pious deeds throughout life and t hen hope 
for Allah's favours at the time of death. If any one lives a life of misdeeds and disobedience 
to Allah then he will not have good hopes from Allah. He will remember his evil life when 
death approaches and expect evil repercussions. 

Expectation is to perform deeds and expect. False hope without deeds and expect. False 
hope without doing anything heads to sins and is obstinacy. 

Hasan Busri '&***■ j said, "If any one (who does no deeds) claims to have good expectations 
from Allah then he is laying. If he did have good expectations from his Lord then he would 
have done good deeds." 


SECTION II 

THE FIRST QUESTION ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 


^j l (Jll 4iil (Jj-^J b (jjl jj 

«il iJji-S ^^ • jjj J>\ (J_jj£9 \jSj b P jjLs JHQ jllpS Jjb 

1 ^ j 1 tzj~* a • ij j 


1606. Sayyiduna Mu'adh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(A-j said, "If you wish, I will tell you the first question that Allah will ask the 
believers on the day of resurrection and the first thing that they would say to him." 
They said, "Yes, O Messenger of Allah." He said that Allah will ask the believers. 
"Did you crave to meet Me?" They will submit, "Yes our Lord." He will ask. 
"Why?" They will say. "We hopes for your pardon and your forgiveness." He will 
say. Indeed, My forgiveness for you has become obligatory." 2 


COMMENTARY: The meeting could mean the abode of the hereafter.' It could also mean: 
'the vision of Allah.' 


1 Muslim # 81-2877, Abu Dawud # 3113, Ibn Majah # 4167, Musnad Ahmad 3-293. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 5-238, Sha us sunnah, Hilyah. 
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REMEMBER DEATH OFTEN 


jj^\ 2±)\ J(1 (Jls sJ4j-&Li^cAj 


(jJujSjl oljj) 


1607. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j^kjue 

said, "Remember often the cutter of the tastes (of the world) - which death is!" 1 
COMMENTARY: Remembering death often replaces negligence which hampers pious 
deeds. It also keeps one away from indulgence in worldly pursuits and brings one into the 
orbit of obedience and worship. 

Nasai has more words which imply that remembrance of death causes the rich to be 
disinterested in wealth and the poor to be content with little. 


MODESTY BEFORE ALLAH 


U -2 Ijj&w-'t Qli (JlJ ^Ul ipkLa£r$\C j£j 0 ^*^) 


cJjj Sijt (j*3 t _}r^lj O(_£Uj C^a^l JaflidlJ LaJ 

—'4^4-^’ 1 * JLoil IIJj — gbil (3^^-i-JI Cr$ ^^«^- r <l Aa9 v^Jj, J(Ja9 bjjJI 


1608. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud ^k^>j narrated that one day, the Prophet *J*kj^ 
(JL.J said to his sahabah (companions), observe modesty before Allah in 

keeping with its rights." They said, "O Prophet of Allah we do observe modesty 
before Allah, praise belongs to Allah." He said, "That is not it. But, he who 
observes modesty before Allah as is due, preserves the head and whatever 
(memory) it holds, and preserves the belly and whatever it contains, and 
remembers death and the decomposition. And, he who aims at the next world, 
abandons adornment of the world. Hence, whoever does that has indeed shown 
modesty before Allah as is due." 2 

COMMENTARY: Allah has placed the head in an honourable position. It should not be 
used for anyone else, should not bow before man made idols or before fellowman and it 
should not offer salah (prayer) to impress other people and to show off. It should be lowered 
only for Allah and it should not be raised high in arrogance. 

Whatever (memory) it holds include the tongue, eyes and the ears. To preserve them is to 
keep them away from sin, like backbiting, falsehood, ogling at stranger women, listening to 
backbiting and lies. 

The belly should be preserved from forbidden food etc. whatever the belly contains mean 
the limbs of the body. They should not be used to commit sin, or to go to such place, or to 
beat or harass someone. 

The human body will decay. Howsoever beautiful and honourable, it will not with its flesh 
and bones. All that will be dust. 

Finally, a norm is outlines that he who knows that this world is ephemeral gives up its 


1 Tirmidhi # 2307, Nasa'i # 1824, Ibn Majah # 4258, Musnad Ahmad 2-293. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2457, Musnad Ahmad 1-387. 
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pleasures. No one, not even saintly people, can hold both this world and hope for the next. 
It is very good to publicise this hadith as much as possible. Nawawi said that is 
mustahab (desirable) to narrate this hadith most frequently. 

DEATH IS THE GIFT OF A BELIEVER 

lljj —Cj Crt J-^l jLzj JM* jl! 3^" 



1609. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amir narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The gift for a believer is death." 1 

COMMENTARY: Death is a gift for the believer because through it he comes to the 
hereafter and receives reward and high ranks. 


DEATH WITH PERSPIRATION ON FOREHEAD 


tfjyjUi .i<3 jH s3ji Ja -Li Jpj J* >02 ofi (n '' ) 


(«L*.Ls Ij 1 j 


1610. Sayyiduna Buraydah *narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The believer dies while he perspires on the forehead." 2 
COMMENTARY: Some people say that perspiration on forehead at the time of death 
implies very severe pangs of death. Because of this, the sins of the dying person are 
forgiven and his ranks are raised in the hereafter. 

Some others say that it implies striving for the lawful till the end to earn livelihood and 
to worship. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that the perspiration on the forehead at the time of death augurs 
well for the next world. 

Some other ulama (Scholars) maintain that report from the perspiration, death is not 
difficult at all for a believer. 


SUDDEN DEATQ 

—SjLi.1 «LSU£*jsJI cLjjs3JJI $iJI (Jj-ij (JU Jb cA ) 

-0*siLU,l2ZQu}-j jj 51 jfj SjISJiT SI jj 


1611. Sayyiduna Ubaydullah ibn Khalid narrated that Allah's Messenger 

pL.jtJt'k said, "Sudden death is the seizing in anger." 3 

Another version adds: "The seizing in anger for the disbeliever and mercy for 
the believer." 4 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) go by the concluding portion and say that it is good 
for believers to die suddenly. 


1 Bayhaqi # 9884. 

2 Tirmidhi # 982, Nasa'i # 1829, Ibn Majah # 1452, Musnad Ahmad 5-357. 

3 Abu Dawud 3 # 3110, Musnad Ahmad 3-424. 

4 Bayhaqi in sha'b ul Eeman and Razin in his book. 
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Jli JUU (j jJ>j ^ ^sL-j (J^» ^jbl jXs Jll (^tu) 

£| ^5^ 431 ^33^ (Jbi $3Jt (J^-wrj l3 SiJI jaj \ 
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*• r*. 





I Jus 


1612. Sayyiduna Anas **-2a^ narrated that the Prophet (JLjA~L.ii visited a young 
man who was dying. He asked. "How do you find yourself?" He said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, I have hope in Allah, but I fear for my sins. Allah's Messenger 
(jL.jAjp.injL® said, "These two things do not combine in the heart of a person at such a 
time without Allah granting him that which he hopes for end protecting him from 
that which he fears." 1 ■ 

COMMENTARY: 'At such a time' means the time when pangs of death are experienced 
and such other difficult times, like during battle, retaliation etc. 

SECTION III 

LONG LIFE IDEAL TO PERFORM MORE PIOUS DEEDS 




(juo^l oljj)A5ljVl ( Jjhj jC’iJiJI s 5 Lli3 1 l >6 ^ • j I I 


j > 1 


1613. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Do 

not wish for death, for the fear of the pangs of death is very strong. It is fortunate 
that a man's life should be prolonged and Allah, Mighty and Glorious, should lead 
him to obedience." 2 

COMMENTARY: The word (,dkji) al-muttala is an elevated place from where one looks 
down. Here, this word means the pangs of death and the accompanying severity. Man falls 
into its grip before dying. 

It is disallowed to ask for death because of grief of such things. One may however, ask for 
it craving the sight of Allah. 

The hadith also says that one must not long for death because with death which is bound to 
come all opportunity of doing good deeds will cease. So one must accumulate deeds as 
much as one can. The world is the cultivating field of the hereafter. Good deeds done here 
will be useful there. 


JLj£j ds-LLtl jJLL b jjLlJ &i 3 i 4JJI (J jJiJ Jlii b (Jlia ^& 3 ! U 

63 O^J S.!A U.I c-iii ^Jk iii b jll ji o l> ojj i 


1 Tirmidhi # 985, Ibn Majah # 4261. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 3-332. 
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1614. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that they were seated with Allah's 

Messenger ( *L.j4 s uin (listening to him) with rapt attention. He admonished them 
and their hearts were moved greatly. (Sayyiduna) Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas 
wept much and lamented/ "How I wish I had died (in childhood)! Allah's 
Messenger asked/ "O Sa'd, will you wish for death while I am here." 

Repeating these words three times. Then, he added, "O Sa'd, if you are created for 
paradise, then your life will not be prolonged without that being better for you 
with the more good deeds that you do. 1 

COMMENTARY: The prophet asked Sayyiduna Sa'd if there could be a reason 

to ask for death while he was alive, for his life was a blessing for them. The mere sight of 
him was great for the believers and life was better than death. 

The hadith seems to say tacitly at the end 'and if you are created for hell then too it was not 
good to ask for death and a hastening of it.' 

THE EXAMPLE OF KHABBAB 


JjJo cL(jj. VjJ JUs ' i{Sy^\, (Jll cA iAj ^ ^ 

* ? S' ^ ^ 

& IJ-6 *131 feJL6 f* OJ4JI jka .I Sjk 4* & 1&! 

^3 olj Ula ■jCi.Su'Ql Jb a 3! (j'UsjV ^ • jVl ,^13 (% v ? j jJ UiJj'-i-liit U JXZj 

lijj cA S^Vl Sjtlj 

4j| Yj, <j?.XaJrplj oljj -£jSSS (JZ ^ CjJua JH&. 4-Jj lA ll j1 


1615. Sayyiduna Harithah ibn Mudarrab -at narrated that that he visited 
(Sayyiduna) Khabbbab (who was ill and) who had been cauterised seven 

times. He said that had he not heard Allah's Messenger say, "None of 

you must wish for death," he would have wished for it. Then he said, "Indeed, I 
remember myself with Allah's Messenger A*j -a* it while I did not possess a 
single dirham, but now there are in the corner of my house forty thousand 
dirhams." Then, his shroud was brought. When he looked at it, he wept, paying, 
"But, Hamzah! No shraud could be found for him except a stripes white 

garment that could not cover his feet if his head was covered and left his lead bare 
if his feed were covered by it. So, finally, it was put over his head down and idhkar 
(grass) was put on his feet." 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Khabbab ibn Arat was a great sahabi. He was among 

the first people to embrace Islam. Indeed, he was the brave man who made bold to declare 
his Islam among a host of the cruel and oppressive disbelievers. He participated in the 
Battle of Badr and other battle and died in 43AH. May Allah be pleased with him! 

In those days, one of the forms of treatment was cauterization. At one place, it is 


1 Musnad Ahmad 5-267. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 5-111. 
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disallowed but some ulama (Scholars) say that the prohibition is only when people believe 
that only this things cures. If they are convinced that cure lies only in Allah's hands then it 
is not wrong to resort to it. Also, when there is no need for it, even then it is disallowed. 
Sayyiduna Khabbab ** wished for death because of the unbearable nature of his 
illness. It could also be because he had become affluent and was afraid that he would have 
to suffer punishment for misuse of wealth. 

Sayyiduna Hamzah ibn Abdul Muttalibn was the Prophet's (%JL- j Up in JL* paternal 

uncle. He was martyred in the Battle of Uhud. He is known as Sayyid ush Shuhada (chief 
of the martyrs). 

Idhkar (y^i) is sweet rush (juncuos adoratus). It is a sweet smelling grass. It is spread on the 
planks of the ceiling and it has many other uses. 

According to this hadith, a poor hard-pressed person who is patient is better than a rich 
person who is grateful. Sayyiduna Khabbab > the great glorious sahabi who was rich 
and there is no doubt that he was grateful, felt sorry for his affluent condition. 


CHAPTER - III 

THAT WHICH IS RECITED BEFORE ONE 
WHO IS DYING 



He who is dying is the patient on whom the signs of death are apparent. The ulama 
(Scholars) describe these signs as numbness of the feet that will not stand up, the nostril 
bend, the temple sinks and the skin of the testicles hangs. , 

That which is recited in front of the dying is the kalimah tayyibah surah 

Yasin and the istarja (iSupplication is made seeking forgiveness, and so on. 


SECTION I 

.* PROMPT TO THE DYING 

t 

CpJxmA e 1 j 1 

1616. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed -upia^j and Sayyiduna Abu H urayrah narrated 

that Allah's Messenger >j*J*&J** said, "Recite to the dying among you 

dll VI331V 


(There is no God but Allah)." 1 


COMMENTARY: The dying person will listen to the recitation and recite it himself. 
But, he should not be instructed to recite lest he refuse to do so because of his unsteady 
condition and poor presence of mind. The ulama (Scholars) say that this prompting is 
mustahab (desirable). 


ONLY PIOUS WORDS 


1 Muslim # 1-916, Abu Dawud # 3117, Tirmidhi # 976, Nasa'i # 1826, Ibn Majah # 1445, Musnad 
Ahmad 3-3. 



64 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


1617. Sayyidah Umm Salamah ** narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "When you visit a sick or a dying person speak only good words, for the 

angels say 'aameen' to whatever you say." 1 

COMMENTARY: The good words are prayer for one's own good, for the recovery of the 
sick and for the forgiveness of the dead. 

PATIENCE & SUBMISSION 



U Sjk?&& A^ jj-Lj jll dill ofj (nu) 


<d 4JJ| i.al.vt V], tgJLa Ijii. j q ^ • J till 41), 4131 o^°l 


1618. Sayyidah Umm Salamah -upIu^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "If any Muslim faces an affliction and says what Allah had commanded him: 

1 

We belong to Allah and to Him is our return. O Allah, reward me for my affliction 
and let me have what is better then this, in place of this/ 2 

Surely, Allah will grant him what is better in replacement." When (Sayyiduna) Abu 
Salamah j died, she thought, "What Muslim could be better than Abu Sulama 
(Scholars)n ** in ^j who and his family were the first to emigrate to Allah's 
Messenger Then she repeated the (foregoing Messenger in his place. 3 

(They were married to one another.) 

COMMENTARY: The words 'to Allah we belong and to Him is our return' imply: whatever 
is. ascribed to us truly belongs to Allah and is created by Him. To him we shall return. All 
of these things are with us for use. Our beginning is from Allah and our end is to Him. 

This thing must be comprehended completely and patience must be observed at every trial. 
If this is done, every difficulty will become easy. If this verse is given only lip sendee 
coupled with complaint and restlessness, then that is meaningless. 

The mere reference to the merit of this verse is enough to presume that it is a command to 
recite these verses. 

Sayyiduna Abu Salamah was the first emigrant and also the Prophet's 

cousin and faster brother. 


THE PROPHET'S ^^kju> PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 




j j (ijj4l) til. 


1 Muslim # 6-919, Abu Dawud # 4115, Tirmidhi # 977, Nasa'i # 1825, Ibn Majah # 1447, Musnad 
Ahmad 6-306. 

2 Muslim # 3.918, Abu Dawud # 3119. 

3 Muslim # 3-918, Abu Dawud # 3119. 
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1619. Sayyidah Umm Salamah ae-k^o^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ju 

visited Abu Salamah whose eye were open and fixed. He closed them, saying, 

"As the soul is extracted, the sight follows it." So, some people of his family wept and 
wailed. He said, "Do not pray for yourselves anything other than good, because the 
angels say aameen to what you pray." Then he prayed, "O Allah, forgive Abu 
Salamah, raise him in rank among the guided ones and mind those who survive 
among his descendants. Forgive us and forgive him, O Lord of the worlds. Do make 
his grave spacious for him and make it bright with radiance for him." 1 


COMMENTARY: The Prophet meant that with the taking away of the soul, the 

sight too is lost. So, there is no point in leaving the eyes open. 

SHROUD OF THE PROPHET ^L.J** 




1620. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that when Allah's Messenger 

died, a stripped Yemen garment was placed over his body. 2 


SECTION II 




KALIMAH AS LAST WORDS 

ill ViiiiV-u^^l & jiLi & ill j-6 sill jpj ji! Ji! 0? jiii ’(J - (nr ' > 


oljj) 

1621. Sayyiduna Mu'dh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "He whose last words are (arjuiw) - 'There is no God but Allah. 

Will enter paradise." 3 

COMMENTARY: This means that if anyone recites, just before his death, the entire kalimah 

j&J&l Vj^i^ 

'There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is Allah's Messenger.' 
he will enter paradise directly, or after serving his punishment. But, the first possibility is 
more likely. In this way the believers who die with the kalimah tayyibah on their lips are 
distinguished from whose who die without reciting it. 

RECITING SURAH YASIN 


~jSiz ^ iJZj S jyL <iL£ &L5I (j^ <AJl (Jll cAj 


1 Muslim # 7-920, Abu Dawud # 3118, Ibn Majah # 1454. 

2 Bukhari # 1241, Muslim # 48.942, Abu Dawud # 3120, Musnad Ahmad 6-153. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3116. 
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1622. Sayyiduna Ma'qil ibn Yasar narrated that Allah's Messenger (►UjUpAi.^Lp 

said, 'Recite surah Yasin before your dead" (meaning, the dying). 1 
COMMENTARY: Here, the 'dead' means those who are about to die. The subjects of surah 
Yasin are such as may interest those are on the point of death. 

If the word 'dead' really means the dead, the surah Yasin may be recited over the dead 
before burial in the house or after burial at the grave. 

If surah Yasin is recited near the head of the dying or the dead then Allah makes the 
reckoning easy for him. (Ibn Harduways) 

Ibn Adi reported the hadith that if anyone goes to the graves of his parents, or the 
grave of one of them, and recites surah Yasin there, then the grave-dweller (s) is forgiven to 
the extent of the number of letters of surah Yasin. The ulama (Scholars) say that it could 
mean the day, Friday. Specifically, or the entire week (for jumuah is used in both senses). 
ALLOWED TO KISS A MUSLIM'S CORPSE 




1623. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger yL.j Up in kissed 

(Sayyiduna) uthman ibn Maz'un when he died. He wept till his tears flowed over 
Uthman's face. 2 


COMMENTARY: Of the muhajirs, Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Maz'un -upin^j was the first to 
die in Madinah. Thus he was the first of them to be buried in al-Baqi. After that al-Baqi was 
turned into a graveyard. The Prophet ^L-jUpin J-e himself picked up a stone and placed it at 
his grave as an identification mark, -upin^j 


$3*33^*3 £jJI 1 • j l.iLdl3 AJLS.lgq OTYi) 


1624. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that (Sayyiduna) Abu Bakr -up-i'^j kissed 

the Prophet (JL-jUp-an^u when he had died. 3 


BURIAL SHOULD BE HASTENED 


jjUs9 oijjLs J^-~*3 4^ic *L)J 1 j-*® jJJ 1 ® u-Z* % IjP1 ^ »j l $2*3 0^3 ^ ® ) 

(j6 cr^ > . • j l jLiilJL <jta 1 jUU s-j Ojjl 4 j JLjSs*. jl VI AadJa t_jjV ^1, 


(jJI oljj)4li.I jl 34J* 

1625. Sayyiduna Husayn ibn Wahwah narrated that Talhah ibn al-Bara 

A *p was sick. The Prophet *ip M J-* visited him and said, "I think that Talha is 
about to die. Tell me when that happens and then make haste in preparing him for 
the burial, because, it is not proper that a Muslim corpse should remain 


1 Abu Dawud # 3121, Ibn Majah # 1428, Musnad Ahmad 5-26. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3163, Tirmidhi # 989, Ibn Majah # 1456, Musnad Ahmad 6-43. 

3 Bukhari # 1242, Tirmidhi # 489, Nasa'i # 1840, Ibn Majah # 1457, Musnad Ahmad 6-55. 
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(unattended) among his family/' 1 

COMMENTARY: If preparation for burial are delayed then the decaying process might 
began with the corpse. 

SECTION III 

RECITE BEFORE THE DYING 


jj_sj JtSjiS ^144-^4Ji^^Ow) 

J*J3\ jgL i 


(4_a.U oljj) —(Jts 

1626. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Ja'far -up-aa^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(JL-j said, 'Recite to those of you who are dying. 


CLij 




'There is no God but Allah, the element the compassionate. Without blemish is 
Allah Lord of the mighty Those. Praise belongs to Allah. Lord of the worlds might 
throne. Praise belongs to the Lord of the worlds' 

The sahabah (companions) <a# asked, "O Messenger of Allah, how is this 
(expression) for the living?" He said, "Very good! Very good!" 2 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Asakir -aa-u^-j reported that Sayyiduna -upA^j Ali narrated. "I have 
learnt some words from Allah's Messenger (►i-jAJpia^u which if a dying person recites, he 
will be admitted to paradise." These word are: 

1. three times 

2. (j4*iuaic»jiBii^>) three times 

3. Jlp jithree time 


SOULS OF BELIEVERS & INFIDELS 

Si 9 


i5U ii&Ui jhj 4z 4ji Ja jj-U $ J* j <uw) 

rjji 14 dJt S 3 H 11 J 5 ^i( 1 jiil a,u jipl 

jUia la! ^UiJ 1 45 J4 j U) 4^2 cJ '-P 5^.1'~ 45 ojj 

I4 dJI? I or^ t j&s lli u 4 

I5U ilUgj fUiJI jj a£i5 oJJp U5 Us 3. ojj sjj* 

s-J-l 4 iiii-l yi&l l*=|t _spi-i jls Jjlli jxjPl 

U) jUiJI Jl T^i JJ t ’j£- JJ* IjS jlii jl_>5 U.a £lj ji 445. LreJ^-lj <|L55-j 


1 Abu Dawud # 3159. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1446.n 
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1627. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah Aic-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "When anyone is on the point of death, the angels come to him. If he is a good, 
pious man, the angels (of mercy) say (to his soul), 'Come out, righteous soul that had 
been in a pious body! Come out, praised (before Allah and the creatures). Glad tiding 
to you of (perpetual) rest and peace and provision (of paradise) and of (a meeting 
with) a Lord who is not angry.' This does not cease to be repeated till it comes out. 
Then it is taken up to the heaven and the gate is opened for it. It is asked, 'who is he?' 
They say, 'so and so.' Then it is said, 'welcome righteous soul that had been in a pious 
body. Enter, praised with tidings of rest and provision, and a Lord who is not angry!' 

It is repeated to it till it end up at the heaven where Allah is. 

If he an evil person, the angel say, 'come out, O you wicked soul that had been in a 
wicked body! Come out, blamed, and know of boiling water, puss and other 
(punishment) like these of various kinds.' (surah Saad, 38:57-58) It does not cease to 
be repeated to it till it comes out. Then it is taken up to the heaven and the gate is 
opened for it and it is asked, 'who is he?' It I said, 'so and so.' It is said, 'The wicked 
soul that was in a wicked body is not welcome. Return, blamed. The gates of 
heaven will not be opened for you.' So, it will be sent back from heaven and it will 
come to the grave." 1 

COMMENTARY: The angels of mercy and of punishment come to the dying. The former 
do their work if he is good person otherwise the latter accomplish their task. 

As for the good, pious soul, it could mean a believer generally, or the pious one who is 
careful of rights of Allah and of follow men. 

The hadith is silent about the habitual sinner. This is the procedure with the Book and the 
suntiah (Practice of Holy Prophet) that they maintain silence about the sinner. They keep him 
between fear and hope. 

The souls of the believers and the infidels are distinguished in that the latter are cast down 
to the lowest of low while the former are free to fly in the heavens and the earth and to eat 
the light under the throne. They also retain their relationship with their bodies in the 
graves. The corpse recites the Quran, offers the salah (prayer) and rests and sleeps soundly, 
seeing t he place for it in paradise. 

The affairs of the soul and the situation in the barzakh are exceptions to the cause and 
effect process. We cannot comprehend them in our world, but we must not entertain any 
kind of doubt about these things. 


Ulll5 rjj 151 jtl jhj .(& Silt j-& <1)1 jpj ^±j\ sjijJ. ql 6fi (nTA) 
ixlSs rjj pt ^ --It (J-SJ jj*& j (Jls j^ij 145 ^ - -^1= cn 6^9 - . i t£La 

f •* tjSliajl c jt i- ,; S * i^j .1 l- TI &SSlt 6"^ 

jjii liil jS'ij SUi jti iij j IS16S&I SjU jll cH-Vl J! 


1 Ibn Majah # 4262, Musnad Ahmad 2-364. 
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1628. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL. _> Up- ifo said, 
"When the soul of the believer comes out, two angels meet it and take it up (to 
heaven)." Hammad in ^j) (a sub-narrated of this hadith) said that then he 
mentioned its sweet smell and also mentioned its musk (that it emitted the 
fragrance of musk). Then he (The prophet ^apia JU>) said that dwellers of heaven 
will say, "A pure soul comes from the earth. May Allah bless you and the body in 
which you lived." Then, it will be taken to its Lord who will command them, "Take 
it away till the end of the term." 

He also said, "When the soul of an infidel comes out." Hammad in**^ said that he 
mentioned its stench and also mentioned the cure. "The dwellers of heaven will 
say. "An evil soul comes from the earth." They will be commanded to take it away 
till the end of t he term. 

(Sayyiduna) Abu Hurayrah *ipk^e> 3 narrated further that Allah's Messenger upa^l* 
(JL-j then put the edge of his cloak the was wearing over his nose in this way. 1 
' -COMMENTARY: The word 'term' in the hadith means the time period of barzakh. It will end 
with the day of resurrection. Barzakh is the intervening period between death and the Last Day. 
As for the end of the garment on his nose, Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up*#t^»j put his own 
garment on his nose to indicate how the Prophet (jujUpinJLo had done it. The Prophet 
(JL.jUp had been enabled to perceive the odour of the infidel's soul. 


AJ&P I cLJl Iiii jiij 4* ££5 o W) 


^ JS Cjjj alii rjj til wills- jixa s 

U *UUl oljit <u Ijsb Li# iS\ eJ-Jl ^ 

rljjl fj ^ 
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1629. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -upii^j narrated that Allah's Messenger Up ijijL* 
said, "WTien a believer's death approaches, the angels of mercy come with white 
silk and say, 'come out pleased (with Allah and He) pleased with you to Allah's 


1 Muslim # 75-2872. 
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mercy, favour and provision, to Allah who is not angry with you/ The soul emerges 
with fragrance like that of the sweetest musk. They take him one after another till 
they bring him to the gates of heaven, saying, 'what a sweet smell that is here to you 
from earth!' Then they take him to the souls of the believers who are overjoyed on 
seeing him, more than one of you can be on the return of someone who has been 
away. They ask him about different people, how they are. Then they say, 'Let him 
alone a while, for, he has come from the grief of the world.' But the says of one of t 
hem. 'He has died. Is he not here with you' They say, '(so) he has been taken to his 
destination, hell!' 

When a disbeliever is on the point of death, the angels of punishment bring him a 
hairy (rough) bay and say. 'Emerge to the punishment of Allah, Mighty and 
glorious, while He is displeased with you and angry at you and you are (cursed and) 
displeased.' The soul emerges with the horrible stench of a (decayed) corpse. They 
take it to the gate of earth (into heaven) where the angels say, 'what a terrible 
odour!' They take hi to the souls of the disbelievers. 1 
COMMENTARY: The souls of the believers enquire from the now-coming soul about their 
known ones whom they had left behind in the world. 

The gate of earth is really the gate of the lowest heaven as Allamah Teebi said. Or, the 
gate of the earth means the earth itself. In this case it would mean that the infidel's soul 
would be cast to the lowest of low Mulla Ali Qari prefers this explanation. 

The souls of disbelievers to whom the soul is taken are in sijjin. It is a place in the depths of hell. 


^UjVi 6 * Sjlli (Jbl f* jt! CA £ljpl y£j ) 

& sin J* <Li Sj-ti <_AM iiJd ufj i Ji EfcfStf 

LAL>jI L IJ <Lilj f&jS JpJ^\ 4 j tjL oJu ’% 9 jjlajl 

^AJI u4 JgUajjil cj si ^ Jll 
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1 Nasa'i # 1833, Musnad Ahmad. 
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1630. Sayyiduna Bara ibn Aazib narrated that they went with the Prophet 
to the funeral of an ansar man. They came to the grave but it had not been dug. So, 
Allah's Messenger ,*JL.j4ipii! JU> sat down and they sat down around him as though 
birds were perched on their heads. He had a stick in his hand and he etched lines 
with it on the ground. Then, raising his head, he said, "Seek refuge in Allah from 
the punishment in the grave." Twice or thrice. He then said, "As a believer is on he 
point of departing from this world and entering the next, angels with faces as white 
as the sun come down from heaven to him with a shroud of paradise and some of 
its perfume. They sit as far away from him as a sight can behold. The angel of death 
comes and sits at his head and says, 'O pious soul, emerge to forgiveness and 
pleasure of Allah/ So, it emerges as through a drop of water flow from a water-skim 
He takes it but the other angels do not let him hold it for an instant. They take it 
quickly and put it in that shroud and that perfume. So that it emits a fragrance 
similar to the sweetest musk found on the surface of the earth. Then, they carry it 
up and whichever group of angels they pass, enquire, 'who is this pious soul?' They 
identify it by name and parentage with the best of its names by which the 
earthlings had called him. They come with it to the lowest heaven and call for the 
gate to be opened for it. The gate is opened and (from then on) at every heaven, its 
chief angels lead it to the next heaven and so to the seventh. Allah, Mighty and 
Glorious, say, 'place the record of my slave in 'Illiyun, Take it back to earth, since I 
have created mankind from it and I shall return them to it and I shall raise them 
again from it.' His soul is restored to his body and two angels come to him, make 
him sit up and ask him, 'who is your Lord?' He says, 'My Lord is Allah.' They ask, 
'what is your religion?' He says, 'Islam is my religion. They ask 'who is this man 
who was sent to you?' He says, 'Allah's Messenger!' They ask, 'How do you know? 
He say, 'I read Allah's Book, believed in it and confirmed it as true.' A crier from 
heaven calls, 'My slave has spoken the truth. Spread out for him carpets from 
paradise, clothe him from paradise and open a gate for him into paradise.' Its breeze 
and sweet smell come to him. His grave is widened for him as for as the eye can see. 
Then a man with a beautiful face, beautiful dress and sweet smell comes to him and 
says, 'Be happy as you wish for this is your day that has been promised to you.' He 
asks, 'who are you with such a beautiful face and good tidings?' He says, 'I am your 
good deeds.' He then prays, 'My Lord, let the last Hour come! My Lord, let the last 
Hour come that I may return to my people and my property.' 

He then said, "As a disbeliever is about to depart from this world and enter the 
next world, black faced angels come down to him from heaven with hairy cloth 
and sit as far away from him as the sight can perceive. The angel of death comes 
and sit at his head and calls, 'O evil soul emerge to Allah's wrath/ It scatters in 
his body (unwilling to emerge, but he extracts it as spit is down out from 
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moistened wool. He seizes it but the other angels do not let him hold it for an 
instant. They snatch it quickly and place it in the hairy cloth from which it gives a 
nasty stench similar to the most unbearable stench of a corpse found on the 
surface of the earth. Then, they carry it up and whichever group of angels they 
pass, enquire, 'who is this evil soul' they identify it by name and parentage with 
the ugliest of its names by which the earthlings had called him. They come with it 
to the lowest heaven and ask for the gate to be opened for it, but it is not opened." 
Then Allah's Messenger recited. 


JzL\ frg jk a 11\ Jills Vj 4^1 jj& f&s V 


{the gates of heaven shall not be opened for them, nor shall they enter the garden 
until the camel passes through the eye of the needle.} (7:40) (and he said,) 

"Allah Mighty and Glorious, say 'place his record in sijjin in the lowest earth,' His' 
soul is thrown down." Then he recited: 




{And whosoever associates anything with Allah, it is as through he had fallen from 
heaven and the birds snatch him away. Or the wind sweeps him to a remote place} (22:31) 
His soul is restored to his body and two angels come to him and make him sit up. 
They ask him, 'who is your Lord?" but, he is unable to answer. They ask him about 
his religion, but he cannot answer. They ask him about the man sent to them, but he 
cannot say anything. So, a crier calls from the heaven, 'He lies. Stretch a carpet from 
hell for him and open for him a gate to hell.' So, the heat of hell and hot air come to 
him and his grave is narrowed over him till his ribs are pressed on one another. A 
man of an ugly appearance and ugly dress with a repulsive odour appears before 
him and say, 'Grieve with that which hurts you! This is the day of your that was 
promises to you.' He asks, 'who are you? Your face is the ugliest and brings evil.' 
He says, 'I am your evil deeds.' He prays, 'My Lord, put off the Last Hour.' 

According to another version that is very much like it and has this much more; 
'When a believer's soul comes out (of his body), every angel between heaven and 
earth and every angel in heaven prays for mercy on him. The gates of heaven are 
opened for him and the keeper of every gate to Allah that his soul may be taken up 
from front of t hem. 

The soul of the disbeliever is extracted with his reins. All the angels between 
heaven and earth and all the angels in heaven curse him. The gates of heaven are 
locked on him and all the keepers of the gates pray to Allah that his soul should not 
be taken up past them." 1 

COMMENTARY: According to another tradition, even a believer undergoes severe pangs 
to death while this hadith say that his soul comes out as easily as a drop of water comes out 
of a water skin. The fact is that he does suffer pangs of death but then his soul comes out it 
is very easy on him. 

A believer's soul is taken up to the seventh heaven and some ahadith say that it is taken 
up to the throne. Thus, some believers may be taken up to the throne and some to the 
seventh heaven. 

Illiyun is a place on the seventh heaven where the pious people's records are stored. 


1 Abu Dawud # 4753, Musnad Ahmad 4-287. 
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The question about the prophet ^j -Op m to the grave-dweller is as in this hadith, or, 
"Who is your Prophet to the grave-dweller is as in this hadith, or, 'Who is your 

prophet?" This is according to another hadith. 

The believer's words; 'till I return to my people and my property/ refer to the maidens of 
paradise and servants and to the castle and garden of paradise and other kinds of 
belongings. Or, his folk and relatives and palaces and maidens of paradise. 

Sijjin is a place in the depths of hell under the seventh earth. Records of deeds of inmates of 
hell are stored there. 

While the grave narrows down on the rebellious people, it will also constrict for the saintly. 
However, that will be like an embrace of a mother who taken her child within herself in love. 

BELIEVER IN BARZAKH 


b cJJ I JUU I jjU L/ 3 LI bMs ^ t b oJ tii jjj-** cA I 

jhj dll jj-ij :4iU! ^ b lii 

dJ ll J? jli ilil jJS;j rljJI Jjis 


d tj *1— ' » ■ ; 1 1 LjbS” ^*3 


1631. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Ka'b narrated on the authority of his 

father that when death approached (Sayyiduna) Ka'b -upiii^j (Sayyidah) Umm Bishr 
bint Bara ibn Ma'rur come to him and said, "O Abn Abdur Rahman, 

if you meet so and so, convey to him my salaam." He said, "May Allah forgive you, 

O Umm Bishr, I shall be too occupied from that." She said, "O Abu Abdur Rahman 
did you not hear Allah's Messenger say, 'The souls of the believers are in 

green birds that perch on trees of paradise and feed on them?" He said, "Of course!" 
She said, "That is it!' (She hoped he would attain that place.) 1 
COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman was among prominent tabi'un and 
his father ka'b j was among great sahabah (companions) -upii^j. Bara ibn Ma'rur 
was a sahabi and an ansar. Sayyidah Umm Bishr was his daughter. 

It seems that 'convey salaam to so-and-so' are words of a sub-narrator while Sayyidah 
Umm Bishr -upin^j may have named Bara -up k or Bishr -up Ka'b -up m was 
surprised at her request, so said 'May Allah forgive you!' He said that there they would be 
too occupied to engage in any such work and to look out for someone. 

Sayyiduna Umm Bishr -up-ii^j gave him glad tidings of ease in paradise. He would have 
Allah's mercy and favour. 

Another tradition is more explicit the soul of believers in the body of green animals will 
graze there and be under the throne at the radiant lights. 


ju5 U*i Jtl jji; si 0 vnr) 


(j)Ij ..»■/1 Ij La o !_J I 


1 Ibn Majah # 1449. 
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1632. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Ka'b narrated from his father who used 
to say that Allah's Messenger (.Uj Up iitJLe said, "The soul of the believer is in the 
form of a bird feeding on the trees of paradise till Allah will return it to its body on 
the day He will resurrect it." 1 

COMMENTARY: If a human being's soul is clothed in a birds form, it is not degraded 
because that is not a real change in which it is controlled by the body. It is like preserving a 
gem in a chest. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that the hadith speaks of the soul of a martyr only Other say 
that it refers to all believers. 


U-dJaS O Jjbj li. d . 'f b.S (jb^J.5^11 0 Tnr) 


(«La.Lo(^1 1 

1633. Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir M narrated that he visited 
Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah when he was on the point of death. So, he 

said (to him) "Convey (my) salaam to Allah's Messenger (►JL-jUp^i j^." 2 


CHAPTER - IV 

WASHING (BATHING) AND SHROUDING JJJLa&jCJ+l I YaL'A' 

THE DEAD ' 

Ahadith in this chapter give the rules and etiquettes about giving bath and shrouding the 
corpse. To bathe t he dead is fnrd Kifayah(adequate obligation) so that if some people give him 
the bath then all others will be absolved of the duty, but if no one gives him the bath, then 
all will have committed sin. 

Ibn Hammam said that it is a prerequisite to form an intention before giving a bath to 
the dead. Some ulama (Scholars) say that it is not necessary to form an intention. 

SECTION I JiSij-iit 


WASHING THE DEAD 

U-LJ-l 

jJ-SbU-5 Utiijl ljji£ jL/V^l (j(gUa lj ^ • j\ UJJ.i ljA 1r& 1 \\ ll^ijl 

IJbj l^Lypi. ’% 9 obi bis 1 oJtflsL Li3j, ( Jp 1.9 olijl UU.9 jl.9 1 jl9 

^ . J j >9 Ia^/*-- 1 bv^Jl9_j $ L$Ip boj v < j l Jdl q 


(<Ok£ (,9^“°) jl bbbjud 1.9 

1634. Sayyidah Umm Atiyah narrated that Allah's Messenger jJl.j Up k came to 
them when they were giving bath to his daughter. He instructed them to bathe her 
with water and lotus leaves three or five times or more if they deemed it necessary. 
They were to put camphor - or some of it - in the final bath. Then, they should let 


1 Nasa'i # 2074, Ibn Majah # 4271, Musnad Ahmad 3-455, Muwatta Maalik # 49 (Jana'iz) 
1 Ibn Majah # 1450. 
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him know. So, they informed him on finishing the bath. The threw in to them his 
lower garment and asked them to put it on her body. 

According to another version: He instructed them to bath her an odd number of times, 
three, five or seven and to begin with the right side, from the limbs of ablution. She 
said, "We braided her hair in three plaits and placed them behind her back ." 1 
COMMENTARY: to bathe three or five or more times -or three, five or seven (odd number 
of) times is a sequence not an option. If one bath suffices to gain purity then it is mustahab 
(desirable) to bathe three times. If two or three baths are necessary to obtain purity, then it 
is mustahab (desirable) to bathe five times. The maximum number is seven times. It is 
tnakruh (unbecoming) to exceed these number. 

LOTUS LEAVES AND CAMPHOR 

According to Hidayah bath should be given with water and lotus leaves two times. The 
third time water with camphor should be used. 

WATER OR PERFUME 

Ibn Hammam and most ulama (Scholars) maintain that camphor may be mixed in water 
with which the dead is given bath. However, the Kufis say that camphor should be mixed 
in hanut, the perfume, which is applied to the dead. It should be applied on the body after 
the bath and drying. If camphor cannot be had, then musk may be used instead. 

PROPERTIES OF LOTUS LEAVES AND CAMPHOR 

The dirt on the body is cleaned out with lotus leaves and the body does not decompose 
soon. Use of lotus leaves and camphor also keep away harmful animals. 

GARMENT OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON 

The Prophet gave his waist-wrapper to be placed under the shroud (1) of his 

daughter to let blessings come to her. So, it is mustahab (desirable) to use a garment of a 
righteous man to obtain blessings. It may be used as part of the shroud but the pieces of the 
shroud should not be exceeded. 2 

Bath should commence with right hands, right side and right legs. The limbs of ablution 
should be washed first but, according to the hanafis, it is not legal to rinse the mouth and 
snuff up water. It is mustahab (desirable) for one who gives the bath to wrap his fingers 
with a cloth and rub the fingers with a cloth and rub and dead persons teeth and mouth 
and nostrils. 

The head should be wiped and the feet should be washed alongwith other limbs, not after 
the bath. The hands should not be washed first, but both must commence with washing the 
face. A sexually defiled person begins bath by first washing his hands to purify them 
before applying them to other limbs. The dead, on the other hand, is bathed by hands of 
other people so his hands are not washed first. 

Imam Abu Hanifah holds that after bath, a woman's hair should be left flowing. They 
should not be braided. 




THE PROPHET'S SHROUD 

\p\ sill ih eJt! iLfr cJ-j OW 


1 Bukhari # 1253, Muslim # 36.939, Abu Dawud # 3642, Tirmidhi # 992, Nasa'i # 1881, Ibn majah # 
1458, Muwatta Maalik # 2 (Jana'iz) Musnad Ahmad 5-84. 

2 The urdu translation of the hadith says explicitly 'put under the shroud. 
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1635. Sayyidah Ayshah in j narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL.j *4* ii> Ju> was 
shrouded in three garments of cotton of white yeman material from sahul. There 
was neither a (stitched) shirt nor a turban. 1 

COMMENTARY: Some people interpret the hadith to mean that the shirt and turban were 
not part of a three pieces of the Prophet's shroud, but were apart from them. 

This would mean that he had a shroud of five pieces, but it is established that his shroud 
was made up of three pieces, so this interpretation is incorrect. His shroud did not have a 
shirt and a turban but only three pieces. 

Accordingly, Imam Maalik Imam Shafi'I k^ 3 and Imam Ahmad *#'**>-j maintain that 
the shroud had three wrappers (meaning, only three sheets of cloth of wrap the dead in 
them) and they have no shirt or turban. 

The Hanafis say that the shroud had three garments: 

(i) The izar (or lower wrapper). 

(ii) The shirt (or the shroud). 

(iii) Lafafah (or the pack). 

The Hanafis say that the hadith speaks of a stitched shirt. Sahul is a place in Yemen. 


SHROUD SHOULD BE OF GOOD QUALITY 



1636. Sayyduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 'When 

any of you shrouds his brother, let him give him a shroud of good quality." 2 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Adi } said that a good quality shroud should be used for the dead 
because the dead people meet each other in their graves. 

The shroud must be a complete one and without squandering money it should le find and 
pure, washed or absolutely new. 

A good quality shroud does not mean that superb and expensive cloth that some 
ostentatious people use. 

Allamah Toorpushti said that this kind of expensive shroud is disallowed. 


THE SHROUD OF THE MUHRIM 

Jl ^ ^ • j l. (JLs C& 0 s "j 

j . o yL& V| ojiiSj gLii o (Jj-iiJ JlisoUiJ 

J&X ills UJ iI jJ4^ Vj 

1637. Sayy duna Abdullah ibn Abbas ** k^ 3 narrated that a man who was in the 
state of ihram (on the way to perform Hajj (pilgrimage)) alongwith the Prophet 

was thrown by his she-camel. He broke his neck and died. Allah's Messenger 
(jL.jAjif.iii JLp said, "Give him a bath with water and lotus leaves and shroud him in his 


1 Bukhari # 1264, Muslim # 45-941, Abu Dawud # 3151, Tirmidhi # 996, Nasa'i # 1898, Ibn Majah # 
1469, Muwatta Maalik # 5 (Jana'iz), Musnad Ahmad 6-9 5 . 

2 Muslim # 49-943, Abu Dawud # 3148, Tirmidhi # 995, Ibn Majah # 1474, Nasa'i # 1895, Musnad 
Ahmad 3-295. 
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two garments. Do not apply any perfume on him and do not cover his head, for, he 
will be resurrected on the day of resurrection reciting the talbiyah." 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi and Imam Ahmad <&***-j rule according to the hadith 
that a muhrim should be buried in his ihram. Imam Abu Hanifah i#'***-j and Imam Maalik 
*»u**-j hold that the shrouding of a muhrim and non-muhrimis the same. 

The Prophet's ,jUj4Jip<aii directive was for that particular man because he had no other 
garment and since it was not enough, the head had to left uncovered. 


(JU5&13I ? jl. 11^11 fyj La. lA 


(As for the hadith of Khabbab beginning "Mus'ab ibn Umayr was killed ..." We 

shall present it in the chapter of manaqib (merits excellences), insha Allah. (Hadith # 6205) 
SECTION II ^fill 


WHITE SHROUD 


jlS (JS l|£yily£< nT ' A > 

SjISjif SljJ IdJi ills Jjyi JS. otj j&'c >' I yl£j j.Llg 

~j£ L>(Jl, Xa .La (jj 1 1J 


1638. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that that Allah's Messenger ( *JUj<uU<asi Ly L < ’ 

said, 'Wear your white garments, for they are of the best of your garments. And 
enshroud your dead in them. The best kind of collyrium you use is ithmid 
(antimony) It grows hair and brightens the sight." 2 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Hammam said that white shroud is best. If it is not available than 
striped cotton cloth for men and yellow or red silk for women for their shroud is 
proper. Whatever cloth is allowed to men and women during their lifetime is also 
allowed for their shroud. 

The collyrium ithmid is best applied before going to sleep in emulation of the 
Prophet 


NOT EXPENSIVE SHROUD 

idi zhi 4» 4 V jiij & iiji jjji j jjj jil jil $ o£j (nn) 


(jjjlol 9 

1639. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger said that an 

expensive shroud should not be used, for, it is taken away very quickly. 3 
COMMENTARY: 'The shroud is taken away quickly' means it will decay in a short time. 
The hadith disallows extravagance in shrouding. It is mustahab (desirable) to use shroud of 
an average quality. 

HOW WILL THE DEAD BE RESURRECTED 


1 Bukhari # 1267, Muslim # 93-1206, Tirmidhi # 953, Nasa'i # 1904, Ibn Majah # 3084, Darimi # 1852, 
Musnad Ahmad 1-215. 

2 Abu Dawud # 4061, Tirmidhi # 994, Nasa'i # 1896, Ibn Majah # 1472, Musnad Ahmad 1-247. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3154. 
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1640. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri called for new garments when he 

was on the point of death and wore them. Then, he narrated that he had heard 
Allah's Messenger say, "The dead person will be resurrected wearing 

those very garments in which he had died ." 1 


COMMENTARY: It has been confirmed through sahih hadith that on the day of 
resurrection, people will be raised bare-footed and naked (without clothes on them). 

So, the ulama (Scholars) explain this hadith that clothes mean deeds with which life had 
ended. The Arabs use the word (*_£<u‘) (thi'ab clothes) sometimes to mean deeds. Like 
garment deeds too stick to the body. Hence, the words of the Quran: 




(And your garments do purify} (74:4) 

Some exegetes have interpreted the words to mean 'make your deeds correct. 

The hadith could also mean that a man would be resurrected in those garments in which he 
died but he will be made in the ground of reckoning. 


THE BEST SHROUD 

ilil jLi. (JU j>L-J iiil y** <U1 (JjJIij Cj^ 0 ^ sSLe. cy^3 ^ 


(4^sUl (jl &£■ *La.Lo (jjlj ol jjj ol uk • j 1 

1641. Sayyiduna Ubadah ibn Samit narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(►L-j said, 'The best shroud is al-hullah and the best sacrifice is a homed ram ." 2 
(Hullah is made up of a waist wrapper and an overall cloak). 

1642. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated this hadith . 3 


COMMENTARY: The shroud should not be just one cloth. The least number of pieces 
should be two as the minimum to suffice. If there are three then it is the perfect degree and 
sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) and they consist of the cloak, waist wrapper and shirt. 

The horned ram is best because it is often fat-bodied and expensive. 


JdjJ-l 


0 9** * . 




SHROUD OF THE MARTYRS 
\ jLzj gfe &}\ j y*\ jtl 0*3 O'Ur) 


(4-a.Lo (jj| J jjl J Jj\ oljj) Ujj 1 jld33 j 

1643. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger , 4-0 Up «i#i 

commanded them to remove the iron (weapons and armour) and the leather or fur 
(coats) from the martyrs of (the battle of) Uhud and to bury them in their (blood 


1 Abu Dawud # 3114. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3156. 

3 Tirmidhi # 1572, Ibn Majah # 1473. 
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soaked) garments and blood. 1 

COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi -an contends that a martyr is not given a bath and his 
funeral salah (prayer) is not observed However, Imam Abu Hanifah contends that 
while bath is not given to a martyr, yet the funeral salah (prayer) is offered. 

SECTION III 

THE SHROUD OF MUSAB 4**^ & HAMZAH 


Jsi sijli OJd ijj ^ ^ijl §SJf cj 6# j* 3£ii» 

iSi j IliU IU Idi) 16* &U 1 1 JlljT Ji-J U kill 16a Js~5 jJ ^$0. sj^ Jdj jll s\j\j 


(i_5jbvJI oljj)^UiaJI 6*4' ^ 


;J.So v £ j l Hl.tX 


1644. Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Ibrahim narrated that from his father that (Sayyiduna) 
Abdur Rahman ibn Awf A^-an^j was brought food when he was fasting. He said, 
"Mus'ab ibn Umayr was better than I am. He was martyred and enshrouded in a 
cloak such that if his head was covered, his feet were bare. If his feet were covered, 
his head was bare." 

Sa'd said that he thought that he also said, "And Hamzah was martyred and he was 
better than I am. Then, the world was spread out for us as it is spread (and made 
available to us). We are afraid that the reward for our piety is given to us promptly 
(in this world)." Then, he wept and did not touch the food. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Awf -u*-an was a great sahabi and 
one of the ashrah mubashshirah, meaning the ten who were given glad tidings of 
admittance to paradise. 

Sayyiduna Musab ibn Umayr -up-an^j too was one of the great and prominent sahabah 
(companions) -an He participated in the battles of badr and Uhud but was 
martvred in the latter. 

j 

Before embracing Islam, Sayyiduna Mas'ab ibn Umayr A^-an^j*was a very rich man. When 
he became a Muslim and joined the slaves of the Messenger ( *Ju)aJLp-&i ju, he took over the 
life of poverty and asceticism. Once the came to the Prophet (*JujAJp-an with a belt tied 
round his belly The prophet (A-j-ulp-anjLe said to his sahabah (companions) ,^-anthr.'i ne 
had seen him in Makkah with his parents eating the best of food and wearing garments 
worth two hundred dirhams. But, he brought himself to a very bad shape because of Inis 
love of Allah and His Messenger. <JL>j-dp-an^u 

Sayyiduna Hamzah ibn Abdul Muttalib -an ^ was the paternal uncle of Allah's 
Messenger (►L-jAJp-anjLo. He participated in the battles of Badr and Uhud and was martyred 
in the letter. The prophet called him Sayyid ush-shuada (chief of the martyrs). 

Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ajp in expressed fear that they were given reward for 
goodness prompty in this world. He wondered lest they be the ones described in this verse: 


1 Abu Dawud # 3134, Ibn Majah # 1515. 

2 Bukhari # 4045. 
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{Whosoever desires this hasty world, we hasten to him there in whatsoever we will 
unto whomsoever we intend, then we appoint for him hell; he will enter it 
despised, rejected} (17:18) 

Abdur Rahman ibn Awf was very fearful of Allah, so he feared lest he fell in the 

purview of this verse through it clearly applies to those who cherish this world and its 
pleasures and noting else. He was not among them. 

His fear and righteousness made him shun food even when he had been fasting and in 
need of food. 

This hadith is evidence that in times of need any kind of shroud that is available is sunnah 
(Practice of Holy Prophet). 

PROPHET'S TREATMENT OF THE CHIEF OF HYPOCRITES 


U 0,\ 4 JJIJdc. j>X£j <lJI 4 JJI jl ®) 


1645. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUpJji ju> came to 

Abdullah ibn Ubayy when he had been lowered in his grave. So, he ordered (that 
he should be taken out) and he was brought out. He placed him on his knees and 
blew some of saliva into him and put his shirt on him. Jabir ^k^j said that 
Abdullah ibn Ubayy had previously clothed Abbas **k^j with his shirt. 1 
COMMENTARY: When the Prophet ,JL->u*at emigrated to Madinah from Makkah at 
Allah's command, three different group emerged. The first was the fortunate and 
honourable group of people who responded positively to the Prophet's (*JL »3 U* k call 

sincerely. They believed in the unity of Allah and the Prophet's ,JL.jUpii JL» messenger ship. 
They were blessed with the companionship of the Prophet (Jl-j Up k as his sahabah 
(companions) vt-k^y 

The second group was exactly its opposite. They opposed Allah's Messenger Up 
openly. As a result, they were the most debased and v retched of the human race as 
disbelievers and polytheists. 

The third group comprised of the selfish, self centred people. They professed Islam 
outwardly and moved with the Muslim but inwardly and secretly they worked to harm 
Islam and hurt the Muslim. They had hypocrisy ingrained in them. In Islamic history they 
came to be known as munafiq (hypocrites). Abdullah ibn Ubayy was the chief of this group. 
Sayyiduna Abbas ^k^^ was the Prophet's (jujUpisit paternal uncle. He had embraced 
Islam much before the Battle of Badr, but had not disclosed his faith for some reason. In the 
Battle of Badr, he was compelled to fight on the side of the disbelievers against Islam. 
However, the Prophet ,jL.jUpi»ju> had known that he was a Muslim, so he had instructed 
the Muslim not to touch him. 

When the Muslim emerged victorious and took a large number of infidels as captives, 
Sayyiduna Abbas as-k^j was one of them. When he was brought to Madinah, he had no 


1 Bukhari # 5795, Muslim # 2-2773, Nasa'i # 1901, Musnad Ahmad 3-381. 
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clothes on him. He was very tall, so it was not easy to find a suitable shirt for him. 
However, Abdullah ibn Ubayy was also tall and he presented his shirt for Sayyiduna 
Abbas It was accepted out of necessity. So, when Ibn Ubayy died, the Prophet 

pL* jUa presented his shirt so that a hypocrites favour did not remain against him. However 
the Quran says: 


oj3 ^ JJu Vj IJololi J>4r j 5 I (J-45 Vj 


{And pray you never over any one of them that may die, nor stand over his grave} 

(9:84) 

Then why did the prophet go to the grave of Abdullah ibn Ubayy? The ulama 

(Scholars) say that this happened before the foregoing verse was revealed. The Prophet 
Ut i»i only meant to return his favour. Also, the son of Abdullah ibn Ubayy was a 
sincere, true Muslim, so the Prophet (4-had to comfort him. 


CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER - SOME RULES ABOUT BATH & SHROUDING OF 
THE DEAD & THE LAST MOMENTS 


It is appropriate that while concluding this chapter, we outline some of the commands and 
rulings about the moments prior to death, bath and shroud of the dead. 

When the signs of death are very apparent on anyone, he must be oriented towards the 
qiblah. This may be done by making him lie on his back with his feet towards the qiblah 
and his head high in pillows so that it faces the qiblah. He should be prompted by reciting 
audibly before him: 



(I bear witness the there is no God but Alah and I bear witness that Muhammad is 
Allah's Messenger 4-> 

So that he is encourage to recite it. However, he should not be asked to recite it because he is 
going through a difficult time and may utter something wrong. When the soul departs, all his 
limbs must be put in order and cloth should be tied from under and cloth should be tied from 
under his chin with the knot on his head to keep his mouth closed. His eyes should be shut 
and the big toes should be brought together and tied so that his feet do not spread. 

As for as possible, the bathing, shrouding and burial should be done quickly. A plank, or 
large floorboard should be fumigated with aloes or some other such thing, three, five or 
seven times from all round. Then, the body should be placed on it and its garments 
removed. A piece of cloth 1.5 cubit by 2 cubits should be placed from his navel to thighs to 
conceal his satr. (It is the portion of a male that must not be bared before anyone else. The 
satr of female is her whole body). 

METHOD OF BATH 

One who is giving the bath should wrap some cloth on his own hand and, without looking 
at it, he should put his h and inside the cloth that is placed on the navel down on the body, 
and wash the private parts. Then he should go through the body's ablution without rinsing 
his mouth and snuffing up water. Also hands should not be washed up to the wrists, but 
the face should be washed and forearms should be washed up to and including, the 
elbows. Then the head should be wiped. Then both feet should be washed. It is allowed to 
moisten some cotton wool and sub it over his teeth and gums and into his nostrils three 
times. If the d^d person was in need of a purifying bath or had menses or lochia before 
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death, then it is obligatory to insert water in the mouth and nostrils in this manner. 

Cotton wool must be put in the dead person nostrils, mouth and ears so that water does not 
enter them during ablution and bath. 

After the ablution ,marsh mellow must be applied to the head and beard; or something else 
like soap must be applied to them and they should be washed. Then the body should be 
turned on its right side and water with lotus leaves, slightly warm, should be poured from 
head to feet three times so that the water reaches the other side that lies on the plank. Then 
the body should be turned on the left side and the process should be repeated till water 
reaches the side that rests on the plank. 

Then the body must be made to sit resting on the person giving bath and its belly should be 
massaged slowly and pressed slightly. If there is an excretion, that should be wiped off and 
washed. However, it is not necessary to go through ablution or bath again. 

Then the body should be turned on its right side and water treated with camphor should 
be poured from head to feet three times. 

If lotus leaves and camphor, etc. are not available then ordinary warm water should be 
enough. It should be poured over him three times. 

After bath, the entire body should be wiped with a piece of cloth. Perfume should be 
applied to his head and beard. Camphor should be rubbed on the head, nose, palms, knees 
and feet. The hair should not be combed. Nails should not be pared and heir should not be 
cut. If he is not circumcised, then that should not be done. 

Afterwards, the body should be enshrouded. 

THE MASNUN SHROUD 

It is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) to use three pieces of garments for the shroud of a male. 

(i) Shirt that hangs from shoulder down to the feet. 

(ii) Izar or the waist wrapper. 

(iii) Over all wrapper or cloak. 

The izar (or waist wrapper) extends from head to feet and the cloak is larger than it by one 
cubit. This is the masnun shroud for men and the bare minimum is of two garments, 
namely, izar and overall wrapper. 

It is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet) to use five pieces of garments for woman. 

.(i) The shirt. 

(ii) • White scarf. 

(iii) Izar. 

(iv) Overall wrapper. 

(v) Chest covering or blouse. 

The scarf should be three cubits long. The chest covering should be from armpits to knees 
in length and enough in breadth to be fixed easily. The other three garments should be of 
identical size as for men. 

It is wrong to increase or decrease this masnun shroud. 

The bare minimum shroud for women is three garment: 

(i) Izar. 

(ii) Scarf 

(iii) Overall wrapper. 

When it is necessary and cannot be helped then one garment is enough. However, only one 
garment should not be used when not necessary. 
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THE METHOD OF SHROUDING 

Before shrouding the dead, the shroud should be performed three, five or seven times with 
incense If the dead is a man, the overall wrapper should be placed. The izar and the shirt 
must be placed on it in this order. Then the body is put on it and the shirt is put on him and 
his two hands should be placed on each side, not on the chest. Then the izar is wrapped 
round him from left side and then the right side. Then the overall wrapper is wrapped, first 
on the left side, then the right side. 

As for shrouding a woman, the overall wrapper is placed first, then the izar. The shirt is 
then placed on it. The body is brought and the shirt is put on. The hair on the head must be 
parted in two and put on the shirt at t he chest to the right side and the left side. The scarf is 
then put on the head and hair, but neither should it be tied in the knot nor rolled. Then the 
izar should be put on. Thereafter, the overall wrapper is wrapped in the same sequence, 
meaning first from the left side and then on the right side. 

Then, on top of all the chest covering must be wrapped round. 

After the garments are wrapped, the shroud must be fastened with some string on the side 
of the feet and on the side of the head. A belt should also be fastened near the back to 
prevent it from opening while on the way. 

CHAPTER - V 


GOING ALONGWITH THE FUNERAL & 
THE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 



BETTER TO WALK 

While it is allowed both to walk and to ride at the funeral, it is better to walk at it. If anyone 
rides along, then he walks, then it is allowed to him to walk ahead of it or behind it, but 
better to keep behind. 

FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) IS FARD KIFAYAH(ADEQUATE OBLIGATION) 

If a few people offer the funeral salah (prayer), all the others are absolved of the obligation. 
If no one offer it then all will have sinned. 

PREREQUISITE OF SOUNDNESS OF FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 

There are three conditions for a funeral salah (prayer) to be correct. They are: 

(i) The dead is a Muslim. 

(ii) Bath has been given to the dead. 

(iii) The bier should have been placed in front of the congregation. 

This means that it is not allowed to offer a funeral salah (prayer) in the absence of the funeral 
(ghaibanah). It is also disallowed to offer it when the funeral is placed on the shoulders of 
men, or behind the congregation. 

If a body is buried without having been given a bath and cannot be brought out without 
digging the grave, then the condition of purity (bath) is waived. Its funeral salah (prayer) 
may be offered at its grave without bathing it. It is possible to bring it out, then the body 
should be brought out and given a bath and then the funeral salah (prayer) may be offered. 

If a dead person's funeral salah (prayer) has been offered without giving him a bath through 
forgetfulness or mistake and he is brought out without digging the grave and given a bath, 
ten his funeral salah (prayer) will be offered again. 
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SECTION I 




WALKING QUICKLY 

j&i ^ i jls S 3 lli-L) 1 jc-Jd jiSj^ 

• (‘Ci.C’ i3-a^") >.$o IsJ {_£• “d-9 j ( gj^_w CJJ ^ • j l q 4lll IjS ji jLflS 


1646. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Be quick with the funeral. If it is of a pious person, you are taking him to a 
good place. If it is other than that, then it is an evil that you are put ting down from 
your shoulders." 1 


COMMENTARY: To be quick is not to run, but to take quick short steps, faster than a 
normal walk. 

In this way, pious man will be quickly to his reward and Allah's mercy. On the other hand, 
those who carry on evil man will rid themselves of a burden quickly if their walk is brisk. 


> FUNERAL OF PIOUS & OF WICKED 


c£\ T&J b dJts JsLU 'ji ^j\J dJtS ^jjl9 


ol ^ • jl^yi ^ 5 -^J)J ^ < jLlsVI Vl 

1647. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that when the funeral is ready and men carry it on their shoulder and if it belongs 
to a righteous man, the soul says, "Take me quickly (to my destination)." If it 
belong to one who was not righteous, the soul say to those carrying it. "Woe to it! 
Where do you take it?" Its voice is heart by everything but not mankind. Were 
anyone of them to hear it, he would faint (and collapse). 2 
COMMENTARY: The righteous man in the hadith is the believer. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that the dead truly speaks though his soul has been extracted. 
The only difference is that man does not hear him out other creatures do perceive his 
voice. Allah is able to do it. The dead person's speech is like his being revived in his 
grave for the reckoning. 

STAND UP ON SEEING A FUNERAL 







1648. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed k narrated that Allah's Messenger >j Up 

said, 'when you observe a funeral stand up. Those who follow it must not sit down 
till the funeral is placed down (on the ground or the corpse in the grave)." 3 
COMMENTARY: On seeing a funeral, one must be restless and stand up. One most also 


1 Bukhari # 1315, Muslim # 50-944, Tirmidhi # 1015, Ibn Majah # 1477, Musnad Ahmad 2-240 

2 Bukhari # 1314, Nasa'i # 1909, Musnad Ahmad 3-41. 

3 Bukhari # 131o, Muslim # 77-969, Abu Dawud # 3173, Tirmidhi # 1043, Ibn Majah # 1572. 
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accompany it to carry it for some steps. 

Some Hanafi scholars say that if one does not intend to accompany it then one must not 
stand up and they call it makruh (unbecoming). Others say that it is up to one to stand up or 
remain seated, and some say that it is mustahab (desirable) either way. 

Most of the ulama (Scholars) hold that this hadith and the one following are both abrogated 
by the hadith of Sayyiduna Ali (# 1682) 


(JjJo b (Ilia kSti liilj AlJI Sjlli. cjJ - 2 


(«a* <3*za) IjJjilijbsll Jijlj l Sts ?ji op I ^±j\ Jill S|j£4s li i 4jJ I 


1649. Sayyiduna Jabir ** -fin narrated that a funeral passed by and Allah's 
Messenger ,JL.j <u* a jl* stood up. They too stood up alongwith him. Then, they 
pointed out, "O Messenger of Allah, this (funeral) was of a Jew." He said, "Death is 
something fearful. So when you see funeral, stand up." 1 

o\jj blial lilj liiil jLzj jjjj 131 \j jii ('^° *) 




1650. Sayyiduna Ali narrated, "We saw Allah's Messenger i^b» stand 

up. So, we stood up too. And, he sat down, so we sat down. That was on seeing a 
funeral." 2 According to another version: "He stood up for the funeral and then sat 
down afterwards." 3 

COMMENTARY: The first version could mean that the prophet and the others 

get up on seeing funeral and sat down when it had gone away. 

It could also mean that this continued to be his practice for some period of time and he 
stood up, but later on he did not stand up on seeing a funeral; rather remained seated. 

The second version too can have two meanings. The second meaning is more correct. 


REWARD FOR PARTICIPATION 



1651. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone follows the funeral of a Muslim as a believer expecting reward 
and remains with it till the salah (prayer) is offered over him and ends up with 
the burial, then he returns with a reward of two qirat, each qirat being equal to 
(Mount) Uhud. And if any one offers the salah (prayer) over him and returns 
before the salah over him and returns before the burial is over then he comes 
back with (a reward of) one qirat." 4 

COMMENTARY: One qirat is a carat or four grains, or 1/24 mithkal or dinar (Wartabret, 


1 Bukhari # 1311, Muslim # 78-960, Abu Dawud # 3174, Nasa'i # 1922, Ibn Majah # 1543, Musnad 
Ahmad 3-319. 

2 Muslim # 84.962. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3175, Tirmidhi # 1044, Ibn Majah # 1544, Muwatta Maalik # 33 (Jana'iz). 

4 Bukhari # 1325, Muslim # 52-445, Abu Dawud # 3168, Nasa'i # 1940, Musnad Ahmad 2-2. 
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Arabic English Dictionary). Here, it means a 'mighty portion' or a ^ery large mound. It is 
compared to Mount Uhud. 


FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) OF THE NEGUS IN ABSENTIA 


Jl <£$ 6U te[Sgl}\ o-tiu JS jLjA£&\ zJj 1 (HOT) 


9 * 1 


1652. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ it narrated that the Prophet ^ *4 * a ju 
conveyed to the people news of the death of the Negus on the day on which he 
died. He went out with them to the place of salah (prayer) (of eed). He got them to 
form the rows and called four takbirs (for the funeral salah (prayer)). 1 
COMMENTARY: Negus or Najashi was the title of the emperor of Ethiopia. The name of 
this particular Negus was Ashamah. He had been a Christian who then confirmed the 
messenger ship of Prophet Muhammad (4-j u* k When the idolaters of Makkah 
persecuted the Muslims, the Prophet ju> instructed them to emigrate from Makkah 

and they went to Ethiopia where this Negus Ashamah ruled. He received the sahabah 
(companions) ^k^pj warmly and was delighted at their arrival. 

When he died, the Prophet J~e was grieved heavily and took his shabah vs-k^e i for 

the funeral salah (prayer) over t he Negus (in absentia). 


FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) IN THE MOSQUE 
It is stated in the Hidayah that the funeral salah (prayer) should not be offered in a mosque 
where five times salah (prayer) are offered. The Prophet (JL-jUpiii j-e. said. "If anyone offers 
the funeral salah (prayer) in a mosque, then he will get no reward for it." 

Ibn Hammam said that it is written in the Khulasah that it is makruh (unbecoming) to 

offer the funeral salah (prayer) in a mosque whether both the funeral and the worshippers 
and within the mosque or the funeral is in the mosque and all, or some, worshippers 
outside the mosque. Some scholars say that it is not makruh (unbecoming) if the funeral is 
placed outside the mosque. 

As for the classification of makruh (unbecoming), some say that it is makruh tahrimi 
(disapproved to forbidden) while other say that it is makruh (unbecoming) tanzihi(unbecoming 
for purigation). 


DEDUCTION OF THE SHAFITS 

The Shafi'is k^ i cite this hadith to assert that funeral salah (prayer) in absentia is permitted. 
The Hanafis say that it is not allowed. They say that perhaps the funeral of the Negus was 
placed in front of the Prophet (JL*j *4p k and he might be seeing it as Allah is able to 
remove the intervening geographical features or barriers (for anyone to see directly). So, 
this was exclusive for the Prophet JLp and it is not allowed to anyone else to offer 

the funeral salah (prayer) in absentia. 

Savyiduna Ibn Abbas Axek^j is reported to have said, but the line of transmission for the 
report is not given. "The funeral of the Negus was uncovered and the Prophet 
saw him and offered the funeral salah (prayer) over him." 


1 Bukhari # 3204, Muslim # 62.951, Abu Dawud # 3204, Tirmidhi # 1022, Nasa'i # 1980, Ibn Majah # 
1534, Mmvatta Maalik # 14 (Jana'iz) Musnad Ahmad 2-281. 
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THE TAKBIRS 


14 . \j & j\ 15 ^ 4 . u? c 3 ^ ^ ^ u*i (nor) 

OJu-a .ljj)UJ&>Li^4ijl j^ii! jj45 jlis Jt&J ^ 


1653. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Layla to ^ reported that (Sayyiduna) 
Zayd ibn Arqam -upAi^j used to call four takbirs in their funeral (salah (prayer)). 
Once, he called five, so they asked him about it and he said, "Allah's Messenger ^ 
i*JL< jUp ^11 had called them." 1 

COMMENTARY: Perhaps the Prophet ^jOp^Ju- called five takbirs in the early days, or he 


did that off and on. 

The ulama (Scholars) agree that only four takbirs are called in the funeral salah (prayer) 
though the Prophet and the sahabah (companions) ^to^j are known to have 

called more than four takbirs too. However, the ulama (Scholars) absert that finally only four 
takbirs are known from the Prophet ( jL-j4Jpi» liS b». Hence, the traditions that mention more 
than four takbirs are abrogated. If Sayyiduna Zayd ** to does not agree that these 
traditions are abrogated then that does not dater from the unanimous decision. 


THE QUESTION OF RECITING SURAH AL-FATIHAH 


gjlia. C*' 


(Jlfl ( -|j£ CH 4jJlj ds. 


oljj)Sli jtil 

1654. Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Abdullah ibn Awf to^j narrated that he offered 
salah (prayer) of funeral behind (Sayyiduna) Ibn Abbas **to ^ J# He recited surah 
al-Fatihah and said, "that you may know it is a sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet 
. " 2 

COMMENTARY: Imam Abu Hanifah to*+*j said that it is not wajib (expedient) to recite Surah 
al-Fatihah in the funeral salah (prayer). If after the first takbir, surah al-Fatihah is recited 
instead of the thana (^1 then it is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet pL>j<d*to JL>). It 

replaces the thana. 

Ibn Hammam to***-j said that surah al-Fatihah must not be recited in the funeral salah 
(prayer) but it may be recited as thana (praise of Allah). It is not known that the Prophet 
4*jUp<ii ever recited surah al-Fatihah in the funeral salah (prayer). It is stated in Muwatta 
that Ibn Umar A^to^j did not recite al-Fatihah in the funeral salah (prayer). 


PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

fifci lcL*laa»<i ip 14 ^iil (JjJo Ch U^J 

J Jp J> I \J v-ic-lj J&4JJI Jijij jJLj 


1 Muslm # 72-957, Abu Dawud # 3197, Tirmidhi # 1023, Nasa'i # 1982 Ibn Majah # 1505, Musnad 
Ahmad 4-367. 

2 Bukhari # 1335, Abu Dawud # 3198, Tirmidhi # 1026, Nasa'i # 1988, Ibn Majah # 1495. 
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i>2 (jr$ IjJa \j\5 k}jJ\J cliJiJl eLJjai urbllsil 6-5 J jjjJIj 

ajLXs <5j — _>lL) 1 j£ Cj-?j 0^ aJiglJ aj^.1 £LaJ lj 4 a. j j 6s? Ij\a IaJ jj <L&I 

CfiJ —a aljj) C-4^1 b I s^UO^L^JI a (Jll ^(1)1 t-jloc J j££3l 


1655. Sayyiduna Awf ibn Maalik j narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL. 

led a funeral salah (prayer) and he memorized the Prophet's ( *l-.j4-lpi>i J^> prayer in 

that salah (prayer). He had prayed: 


(j$ <2j j Jjplj P-bJb <0 laJl£ «l 51_5 ^c- 4.|lcj ^4 a_51j 

IfjjifUl (>4 l^a^Ulj ^is<y $1 65 u^Vl Ojll 1 ^425 Ui'bUdl 

^LJl 4-^ jS&ll c_jl oJtplj 4jf.l 4lA.il^4Ajj 


"O Allah, forgive him and have mercy on him. Grant him security and forgiveness. 
Provide him a bountiful provision and a wide room (in his grave). Wash him with 
water, show and ice. Cleanse him of sins as white garment is cleansed of dirt. Let 
him have a better abode than his house (in this world). Better servants than his 
(present) servants and a better wife than his wife (in this world). Admit him a 
paradise (directly without punishment. And, preserve him from the punishment in 
the grave and punishment in the fire." Another version from him is; "And preserve 
him from the trial in the grave and punishment in the fire." 

On that Awf said, "So that I yearned that I should be that dead man." 1 

COMMENTARY: Better wife is the maiden of paradise as also the woman of this world. 
The pious women of this world will be superior to the maidens of paradise in paradise. 

The fiqh says that it is mustahub to make this supplication silently. The Prophet ( «i~>ju 
made it aloud to enable others to listen to it and memorise it. Bukhari has termed this 
supplication eh most sound of all prayers for the dead as handed down through traditions. 


(J p-Laj (^\ JjjS. 


C f J a 0Ijj) I 

0 * 

1656. Sayyiduna Abu Salamah ibn Abdur Rahman -w-j narrated that when 
(Sayyiduna) Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas died, (Sayyidah) Ayshah -u* ^ said, 

"Bring the funeral into the mosque so that I too may offer the (funeral) salah 
(prayer) over him." But, this was rejected to her (that funeral salah (prayer) cannot 
be offered in the mosque). So, she said, "By Allah, indeed, Allah's Messenger <&'JL> 
(JL-jUp had offered the (funeral) salah (prayer) over the two sons of Bay da, Suhayl 
and his brother, in the mosque." 2 

COMMENTARY: Suhayl s brother was sahl. Their mother was Bayda. 


1 Muslim # 15.953, Nasa'i # 1983, Ibn Majah # 1500. 

2 Muslim # 101-973, Abu Dawud # 3190. 
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Imam Shafi'I a* relies on this hadith to say that the funeral scilah (prayer) may be 
offered in the mosque. Imam Abu Hanifah says that it is makruh (unbecoming) to offer 
the funeral salah (prayer) in t he mosque. He also cites this very hadith that the sahabah 
(companions) rejected the idea of Sayyidah Ayshah and the saying of the 

Prophet (in the commentary of hadith #1652) that if anyone offers the funeral 

salah (prayer) in a mosque then he will get no reward. Rather, a separate place was set aside 
near the mosque for the funeral salah (prayer). 

As for the funeral salah (prayer) of fhe two brothers in the mosque, that had been done for 
some reason. Either it was raining or the Prophet +L.j was observing the I'takaf 

(seclusion). This is corroborated in a hadith. 

IMAM'S PLACE 


Cj cJU |t>si jg jLj & &l *1)1 %Tjj dJU Js (nov) 


1657. Sayyiduna Sumurah ibn Jundub said, "I offered the funeral salah (prayer) 

behind Allah's Messenger over a woman who had died of post childbirth 

bleeding. He stood against the centre of the funeral (or, against her waist)." 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi'i's view is that the imam stands opposite a woman's 
hips when leading her funeral salah (prayer) and a man's head for his funeral salah (prayer). 
Imam Abu Hanifah's contention is that the imam must stand opposite to the chest of 
the dead person whether man or woman. 

Ibn Hammam said that this hadith does not reject the imam's standing against the 
chest of the dead person because of the limbs of a human being, his chest itself is the centre, 
for, above it are the head and the h ands. Below it are the belly and very near to one 
another, so the narrator may have seen him opposite to the waist. 

However, Thamim has said that Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Abu Yusuf 

also said that the imam stands opposite to the woman's hips when offering her funeral 
salah (prayer). Allah knows best. 


FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) AFTER BURIAL 

^lil cJiiisji ^±J\ Ui>ji)' el Hi IjJll Ull jll I jJ ll 

) 

(aJlC (3^)4^ <uaLa* 


1658. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger come 

by a grave in which the dead person was buried at night. He asked, "when was this 
one buried?" the sahabah (companions) said, "Last night." He said, "Why 

did you not inform me?" they said, 'We buried him late in the night and disliked to 
awaken you." So, he stood and they formed a row behind him and he led the 


1 Bukhari # 1331, Muslim # 87-964, Abu Dawud # 3195, Tirmidhi # 1035, Nasa'i # 1976, Ibn Majah # 
1493, Musnad Ahmad 5.14. 
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funeral salah (prayer) over him. 1 

UiSil JL&j> Ji: J-Tsu iij^i ^j_jT ui6 £ i< U4< ' ) 

j&^tjTu^Tijjl^KI j(SoUijliSSi& jT jLj >L$ 

,i£ Li J|3 sL I ,jjij uuf J6 Idi«jlu jjiSS 1 ^L>1 jla ii U& j*» t&i ,.*! J* 4/S 


. n .0. 3 «<JaJ ) 


2<S> 


1659. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that a black woman or a young man used a 
sweep the mosque. Allah's Messenger (JL»j -lA* iit Ju> did not find her. So he asked 
about her, or him. They said, "He (or she) has died." He asked, "Why did you not 
inform me?" They seemed to have thought of her (or him) as of no consequence. So, 
he said, "Take me t his grave." There, he offered the (funeral) salah (prayer) over 
her. Then he said, "Surely, these graves are packed with darkness over their graves 
for them because of my salah (prayer) over them." 2 
COMMENTARY: Only those graves are full of darkness for their inmates on which it was 
possible for the Prophet ^jUpiitto offer the funeral salah (prayer). 

The majority of the iilama (Scholars) hold that it' is legal to offer the funeral salah (prayer) at 
anyone's grave whether the inmate's funeral salah (prayer) was offered previously or not. 
However, Ibrahim Nakha'I j Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Maalik hold that if a 
funeral salah (prayer) had been offered over a person then it is not proper to offer another 
funeral salah (prayer) at his grave, otherwise it is allowed to offer it at his grave. But, Imam 
Abu Hanifah has laid the proviso that the dead body should not have burst in the 
grave. If the body has burst then the funeral salah (prayer) is not allowed. In terms of days, a 
body is likely to burst open in three days. If three days have not passed after burial then it 
will be presumed that the body is intact. If three days and more have passed then the body 
will be said to have burst open. 

Imam Abu Hanifah } said that it was exclusive for the Prophet to offer salah 

(prayer) of the funeral over a grave to make it bright and illuminated. It is absolutely 
disallowed to anyone else to do it. 

FORTY MEN IN FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 


b (JUis • j LcuUb jl JojjL (ji! 43 diLa 431 Cri *<331(ji! J) T"V‘) 




(Jjjb <Jlaa iG 41 I 1 »xs (j^bl 3la (Jls <j?L31 O* 43 

J S* ^ Jls jl JJS jl 

if * * 


1660. Sayyiduna Kirayb the freedman of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas 

narrated about Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas that his son died in Qudayd 


1 Bukhari # 1247, Muslim # 69-954, Ibn Majah # 1530. 

2 Bukhari # 1337, Muslim # 31-956, Ibn Majah # 1533, Musnad Ahmad 2-388. 
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or Usfan. He commanded him to go and find out how many people had assembled 
for the funeral salah (prayer). So, he went out and found that people were there and 
reported to Ibn Abbas of that. He asked him if he thought that there were 

forty. He said, "Yes!" He said, "Bring him out, I had heard Allah's Messenger 
,jl-jUc say. "If a Muslim man dies and forty men who do not associate anything with 
Allah stand for his funeral salah (prayer), then Allah will approve their intercession 
for the dead person." 1 

ONE HUNDRED MEN 



o >4^9 ^ • j JLL a . **> 


1661. Sayyiduna ayshah .ucia^j narrated that the Prophet (JL.jUc.ii! JL» said, "If for a 
dead person, a section of the Muslims whose number reaches one hundred 
intercede -everyone of them, then their intercession is approve J .." 2 
(He will be forgiven) 

COMMENTARY: The second hadith may have declared first the merit of one hundred 
men. Later the same merit may have been attributed to forty men. Or, these number merely 
denote a large gathering and do not mean an exact count. 

WITNESSES ON EARTH 


■ c 


IjJ* ji $$£ 4i3 I J^> I jlil \%L I pKZ s j t%l jjj jll u~s\ C/-J 0 tty ) 

ijjLl 43 ii-44“j.9 IjcL 1 ju2> (Jlis (31*9 J|1 a9 1J^> I ^jlSLs 

jllU (J A ^TjLgl jillj&l 43 vi4f^9 iji ^ j&&\ ijubj 


phijp, 

1662. Sayyiduna Anas <uc in ^j»j narrated that the sahabah (companions) 
passed a funeral and praise him (as a pious one). The Prophet (jL-jUpin^ said, "It 
becomes liable." They passed another and described him as evil. The Prophet & JL» 
(JLjUc said, "It becomes liable." Sayyiduna Umar Aicin^j reminded (them). "You 
praised one highly, so paradise becomes certain for him. You described the other as 
evil, so hell is certain for him. You are the witnesses of Allah in the earth." Another 
version has; "The believers are the witnesses of Allah in the earth. 

COMMENTARY: This is not a universal command if anyone is praised paradise becomes 
certain for him. Rather, these are high hopes of his being admitted to it. Similarly, if anyone 
is described as wicked, he might indeed be consigned to hell. As for the Prophet's jl> 
(JL.j edict, Allah had disclosed to him the fate of each of the two men. 

Zayn said that mentioning anyone as praiseworthy or blameworthy does not entitle him to 
paradise or hell, but becomes a mere sign of either of the two places. 

Moreover, the testimony ought to come from reliable and God-fearing people voluntarily 


1 Muslim # 59-948, Ibn Majah # 1489, Musnad Ahmad 1-277. 

2 Bukhari # 1367, Muslim # 60-949, Tirmidhi # 1059, Nasa'i # 1932, Musnad Ahmad 3-281. 
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without compulsion. If a man of the world praises or criticizes anyone that will not be 
deemed to be reliable He may have personal motives in praising or blaming someone. 

The Prophet's words, 'You are witnesses of Allah' concerns most people. This 

means that often Allah causes His creatures to describe someone as he really is. 



1663. Sayyiduna Umar i^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

four people testify to the piety of a Muslim. Allah will admit him to paradise." 
They asked. "And if three?" He confirmed, "And, three!" They asked, "And, if two 
(testify)?" He confirmed, 'And two." They did not ask him about one. 1 

DO NOT REVILE THE DEAD 



Jl IIjisi jJ jdg I jits VjLj sill J-a jjjl jjj,j JS dJl! cJ-i 0™> 


1664. Sayyidah Ayshah vS'k lS z> i narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Do not vilify the dead, for, they have come to that which they have forwarded 
ahead of them." 2 

BURIAL OF MARTYRS OF UHUD 




&£■ u^j Y\o) 


L5I jllj jilll j iusll Jl £ 'jA ISU 1 Hi JiS'l j^l Ji* ji J^lj 


1665. Sayyiduna Jabir a^i^j narrated that of the martyrs of Uhud, the Prophet <a>i jl? 
(ti-jAjie- had two man enshrouded together in one garment. Then he asked, "Which of 
them knew more of the Quran?" When one of them was pointed out of him, he had 
him placed first in the side of the grave, saying, "I will be a witness over them on 
the day of resojr°ction." He commanded that they should be buried with their 
blood (stains). And he did not offer the funeral salah (prayer) over them and they 
were not given a bath. 3 


RETURNING ON CONVEYANCE 

Crt osA ■ cAs 0 Vn > 


7 *\ ’^ ijIi-3 ^ ^ 

1666. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Samurrah as-k^) narrated that a horse without saddle 
was brought for the Prophet He rode it while departing after the funeral 


1 Bukhari # 1368, Nasa'i # 1934, Musnad Ahmad 1-22. 

2 Bukhari # 1393, Nasa'i # 1936, Darimi # 2511, Musnad Ahmad 6-180. 

3 Bukhari # 1347, Tirmidhi # 1036, Nasa'i # 1955, Ibn Majah # 1036 
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of Ibn ad-Dahdah j and they walked out around him. 1 

SECTION II 

HOW TO WALK WITH THE FUNERAL 


* s 


441JJI jl* sijl 0TW) 

JajLlJlj t^La U^J Lalj L^joIa . jj^4j 

gjLsLI uial^ 44IJPI (JU^l^Ls j £| IIJj — 

—^b.j 1 j IaLoJI 9 els . ?A 


1667. Sayyiduna Mughirah ibn Shu'bah ^in^j narrated that the Prophet 
said, "The rider should keep behind the funeral. Those walking on foot should 
keep behind it, in front of it, to its right and to its left but should remain nearer to 
it. Funeral salah (prayer) should be offered over an aborted child and invocation for 
forgiveness and mercy should to made for its parents." 2 

Another version has: The rider should keep behind the funeral and those on foot 
should walk wherever they like around it. Funeral salah (prayer) should be offered 
over an infant. 3 


ABOUT WALKING IN FRONT 


1668. Zuhri reported that Soalim & -u^j narrated from his father that he observed 
Allah's Messenger Abu Bakr and Umar walk in front of 

the funeral. 4 Tirmidhi said that the scholars of hadith regard it as mursal. 

BETTER TO WALK BEHIND 


d 4 fjj Vj Sfjds sjllil ^Lj ill j-£ sill jjjy jll jll iJLLJ, 6? i*j 0 vw) 

—ji^^.^31 (JLs -I 4 .U j 5JI5J5I j ^j_ojy 1 oljj 


1669. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger <m JL» 

said, "The funeral is followed but does not follow. They who go ahead of it 
are not accompanying it." 5 


CARRYING THE FUNERAL IS TO GIVE IT ITS RIGHT 


i^usj sjiia. j- 6 jlS ij 'rij* a! (^v^-nv.) 


1 Muslim # 89-965, Abu Dawud # 3178, Tirmidhi # 1013. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3180. 

3 Tirmidhi # 1031, Nasa'i # 1442, Ibn Majah # 1481, Musnad Ahmad 4-247. 

4 Abu Dawud # 3179. Tirmidhi # 1007, Nasa'i # 1944, Ibn Majah # 1482, Muwatta Maalik # 8 (Ja»*aiz) 
Musnad Ahmad 2-8. 

5 Abu Dawud # 3184, Tirmidhi # 1011, Ibn Majah # 1484, Musnad Ahmad 1-415. 
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S SjA '^-AA*‘ oljj -I 4 IS. U Jua.9 ^Ij-* 

JJLwS^> 1 -^ 5 L^* 

1670. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger u*kj^ 

(*J—'j said, "One who follows the funeral and carries it three times gives it its 
right due on him." 1 

1671. The Sharh us Sunahi has: "The Prophet carried the funeral of 

(Sayyiduna) Sa'd ibn Mu'adh *»k^j between the two pillars." 2 

RIDER ACCOMPANYING FUNERAL ADMONISHED 

jul lSl£j L2U Jj.1 f jl-f q jisj & J* ^ M i*j O-VVY) 

L?JJJ 4-i.U (S? 1J (j? I oljj -CljlJjDl Jj4A=> (3*->^L5A.SC£Lo ^ ? jl ^ • J 

-U jijj j iS^sSJ' ojst jjisj$I 

1672. Sayyiduna Thawban *^k^j narrated that they were out with the Prophet 
(jUjUpiu following a funeral when he observed some people riding. He said, 
"Do you not hesitate?" Allah's angels are on their feet while you ride on the 


backs of animals. 3 


RECITING SURAH AL-FATIHAH 

C *j 


II jj >l£$JI Sj 11^.1 Illl £jJJI j l (jjfLi Ctfl u*J O^VT) 

w XjL Lo I j SJ I SjS\J 

1673. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas *i»k^j narrated that that the Prophet ^jAJ^k Ju> recited 
surah al-Fatihah on the dead (or the bier). 4 

SUPPLICATE SINCERELY 

Ic^l jp ji£u» 15}>Lj 5131 J-2. jjJJI jpj jlS jll ijsji al ££j O-Wi) 

(*LaJL o £rt Ij jjl I I o\jj ) — AIpjJ 1 

1674. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger *Js-kj^> 
said, "When you offer salah (prayer) over the dead, make your supplication 

for him sincere." 5 

SUPPLICATION IN THE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 


1 Tirmidhi # 1041. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3177, Tirmidhi # 1012, Ibn Majah # J.4SG. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3177, Tirmidhi # 1012, Ibn Majah # 1480. 

4 Tirmidhi # 1026, Ibn Majah # 1495. 

5 Abu Dawud # 3199, Ibn Majah # 1497. 
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tl« *cjbA.I (3^ Jb*|DI bUil J bbjjLSj bj£i*eJ LjL^Icj LjJu&Lij (jj&sj 
J C?^5jpl J j JU>I oljj—aJU5 HXaj Vj e_ff I \1a^c1Sj3 

UUjlj aJ^S JJSr <=Cj1j^) \J 4^j| (^-^Yl .jS-y^L^iC^ O* - etjj J *Lf (jS (j3| 

aJUs UJuis Vja^j-f I ;J ^ • j Ui^t ^<ua.Ls 5JI5£>l 

1675. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that when Allah's Messenger ifoJLa 

(J-jaJp offered salah (prayer) over a funeral, he prayed: 

^j^^ui-La 1 (j£ jl&DI bUbl j b bjijSj bULjlcj bjL&LiJ Ha^sj lilaLJ-jc-l jl£1J! 

J JUil e\Jj llfaj Yj a_ff I V JL|JJI ^ • jUj^t ^ A9^X3 llfl A£x9fj 

14 ii£jij^ c^iij 5^1 ^iVi >^1^1 ^sLdii sijj j If u iii j &^jbi j j ij\yS\ 

ojj& bLf> Yja^^-fl(^.^vUiYl ^ • j t^jYl^4-ji.U5JI5 (^IaLjIjj(Jj bt£jIj aJjs 

"O Allah, forgive the living among us and those of us who have died, those of us 
who are present and those of us who are absent, those of us who are young and 
those of us who are old, and the males among us and the females among us. O 
Allah, to whomsoever of us you give life, cause him to live as an adherent of Islam. 
And whomsoever of us you cause to die, make him die as a believer. O Allah, 
deprive us not of his reward and put us not to trial after him." 1 

1676. Abu Ibrahim al-Ash-hahi narrated from his father this hadith concluding 
at 'and the females among us/ 

The version of Abu Dawud has: 

".cause him to live as a believer and make him die as an adherent of Islam." It 

concludes with the words: 'and do not cause us to stray after him.' 2 

PROPHET'S PRAYER FOR A DEAD PERSON 

lA J4o ji-ij Ajpi 3JL31 4131 JjZJ tb jli £-a-zVl cA 4 JJIJ OTW) 

1677. Sayyiduna Wathilah ibn Asqa j narrated that Allah's Messenger Up-an^ 
led them in a funeral salah (prayer) over a Muslim man. He heard him pray: 

(JJ»I cbiij J0I Jjd I aIa.9 & Aa9 <SXzJaj Q ul U ^ • jl. jL|l3f 

"O Allah so-and-so son of so-and-so is in your protection and safe-keeping. Sr- 


1 Tirmidhi # 1024, Ibn majah # 1498, Musnad Ahmad 2-368. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3201, Tirmidhi # 1986. 
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guard him from the trial in the grave and punishment in hell. You are who re¬ 
imburses and you are the true. O Allah, do forgive him and have mercy oh him. 
Surely, you are the forgiving the Merciful." 1 

COMMENTARY: Mulla Ali Qari has suggested many meaning of the word (J^). He 
concludes with what he says to be the best meaning: 'He was attached to the Qur'an and 
had grasped it firmly. Hence (J~-) refer to the Quran as in he Qural itself: 

{And hold you fast, all of you together, to the cord (Quran) of Allah....} (3:103) 

The word (/>?-) mean protection. So, this sentence implies: 'He had grasped the Quran firmly 
which is an assurance of protection, peace, faith, Islam and awareness, and means to them.' 


DO NOT RECALL BAD THINGS OF THE DEAD 



j oljj) 

1678. Sayyiduiia Ibn Umar ** it narrated that Allah's Messenger it 

said, "Recall the good attributes of your dead people but abstain from referring 
to their bad side." 2 

COMMENTARY: When pious work and goodness of anyone who is dead are recalled, 
Allah's mercy descends. 

The command to mention their good qualities is of the nature of mustahab (desirable) while 
the command to abstain from remembering their weak side is of the kind of wajib 
(obligatory). Hujjatul Islam has written that backbiting the dead is worse than backbiting the 
living. The ulama (Scholars) say that for one who gives bath to the dead, person, it is 
mustahab (desirable) to tell the people of any good sign he sees in the dead, like bright face, 
sweet smell, etc. But, he must not disclose to anyone any defect or deformation he sees in 
him, for that is haraam (forbidden). 


IMAM'S PLACE IN THE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 

lj£l>. JoJ <~ilj (JbA.^12.9 ijjUjfc CA I (Jlfl £-|b 

** 0 * ^ * & p 

pUiJ! id Jll Jl JLij lU sj^-bl bljJlal u §b*l 

ALo v£JuS (jU (J-LjJ I u-sj Ui* I ^>*(1 (J** 3 4 JJI cLjIj 


8HSb^ M ejd MJJ -Jjtf 


1679. Sayyiduna Nafi Abu Ghalib narrated that he offered the funeral salah 
(prayer) of a man with (Sayyiduna) Anas ibn Maalik A^it^j. (Hie m an was 
Abdullah ibn Umar He stood opposite his head. Then they came with the 

funeral of a Qurayshi woman and requested, 'Abu Hamzah, do offer her funeral 
salah (prayer)" He stood opposite to the centre of the bier. Al-ala ibn Ziyad asked 


1 Abu Dawud # 3202, Ibn Majah # 1499. 

2 Abu Dawud # 4900, Tirmidhi # 1019. 
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him, "Did you see Allah's Messenger pL*)*J*k stand at the place as you did 
against the bier for the woman, and at the place as you did against bier for the 
man?" He said, "Yes!" 

According to the version in Abu Dawud the addition is; 'He stood against the hips 
of the woman." 1 

COMMENTARY: The question where the imam must stand while leading the funeral salah 
(prayer) has been discussed threadbare in section I (hadith # 1657). The difference of 
opinion and the verdicts of the imam have been mentioned in the commentary there. 
Sayyiduna Nafi's iiiWj kunyah was Abu Ghalib and of Sayyiduna Anas Abu Hamzah. 

SECTION III 

ABOUT STAND UP ON SEEING THE FUNERAL 


jLaJ L> OJJkcls u~±9J ^ * j b (Jla Qil (jj (j-ii ds- 0 TA*) 

4l3l djjl (JjJtj ^j l.VU,a jJI (J-ii(J»£l Crt bsl, <Js*9 Lslii SjUse- 

(<cJi£ 1 ** ■ - ■ d I JUa (j8 _) L 5 j Li <U dj 

** " * ** x * 1 ^ ** 


1680. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Layla narrated that (Sayyiduna) Sahl 
ibn Hunayf and (Sayyiduna) Qays ibn Sa'd were sitting (somewhere) 

in Qadsiyah. A funeral passed by them and they stood up. They were told, "He was 
one of the ahlulard (resident of the land) or dhimmi and he cited Allah's 
Messenger's standing when a bier come along. When he was told that it 

belonged to a Jew the Prophet ^ jUp-ii asked them, "Is that not a soul?" 2 

COMMENTARY: Qadsiyah is fifteen leagues from Kufah. 

The dhimmis are called ahlulard either because they belonged to the lower strata in society 
or because the Muslim had allotted to them land for cultivation against kharaj. 

The Prophet pL*jAj#kj+(> had asked if that was not a soul, meaning, "Should we not take a 
lesson? Does one not feel fearful on seeing a funeral?" 

Perhaps both these sahabah (companions) ^s-k^o^ had not known that the command to stand 
on seeing a funeral was abrogated, (see hadith # 1650 and 1682) 

PROPHET'S PRACTICE & ITS ABROGATION 


„ j <s i t 


4 } J1 (J jJo Jb JL»%i b | LSbi b j, ^Jlii9 1 ^ I £•* 



Uuto (Jbj j Sj\Sjj\ J (Jbj 4U1 

-C$yA b <jr4) ^ 1 J £§ lj Lrij^iS 4-4^ 


1681. Sayyiduna Ubadah ibn Samit A*k narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL^j walked behind a funeral and did not sit down till the corpse was lowered in the 


1 Abu DawUd # 3194, Tirmidhi # 1034, Ibn majah # 1494. 

2 Bukhari # 1312, Muslim # 81-961. 
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grave. Once, a Jew scholar was presented to him and he said, "This is how we do it, 
O Muhammad." So, Allah's Messenger sat down and said, "Be different 

from them." 1 

Tirmidhi classifies it as a weak tradition and questions the standing of a sub 
narrator Bishr ibn Rafi/ 


DO NOT STAND UP 



ol Jj) (J-jAiLL 

1682. Sayyiduna Ail narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUp-sh used to 

command them to stand up on seeing a funeral. Later, however, he sat and 
commanded them to remain seated. 2 

COMMENTARY: It is obvious from this hadith that the first command to stand up on 
seeing a funeral is rescinded. On lookers may not now stand up for a funeral. 


<>-^1 <jgl£c- ^ CjJ-o 5jLli (JU &jL* cAj ^ 

' / ' ' ' " " 

ii jj ;S jii sj&L JLj & «£ji & j&\ jisl fe\ 


oljj)Lpki. 

1683. Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn Sirin M narrated that a funeral passed by 
Sayyiduna Hasan ibn Ali aspM^ and Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas Hasan a^m^j 

stood up but not Ibn Abbas So, Hasan asked, "Had not Allah's 

Messenger U* iiii stood up for the funeral of a Jew?" He said, "Yes, but after 
that he (always) remained seated." 3 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas enlightened Sayyiduna Hasan as-M^j that 

the practice of standing up for the funeral was withdrawn by the Prophet 
The ulama (Scholars) say that perhaps Sayyiduna Hasan ** & had not learnt of the 
Prophet's jUp^i command to remain seated. 

WHY HAD THE PROPHET ^STOOD FOR THE JEW'S FUNERAL 


<U& 5 cSjllsU ojjli 


Jl £5 ^ - j T o S qL^J La. 


1684. Sayyiduna Ja'far ibn Muhammad Ai*^j (who was Ja'far Sadiq) narrated on the 
authority of his father (Muhammad Baqir) that Hasan ibn Ali Ax-h^^ was 

sitting (somewhere) when a funeral was carried past him. The people (around) 


1 Abu Dawud # 3176, Tirmidhi # 1020, Ibn Majah # 1545. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 1-82. 

3 Nasa'i # 1924. 
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stood up till it had passed them (Sayyiduna) Hasan said to them, "In fact, 

when a Jew's funeral was being carried, Allah's Messenger was sitting 

along its route and he did not like that a Jew's bier should be higher than his head, 
so he stood up." 1 

COMMENTARY: The hadith (# 1683) preceding this concerned an early period of time and 
this hadith is of a later time when Sayyiduna Hasan had learnt of the abrogation of 

the practice to stand up for the funeral. 

There are many reasons apart from the one suggested in this hadith for standing on 
observing a funeral; for fear and taking warning, to honour the angels accompanying a 
funeral, and so on. 

Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dahlawi has said that this hadith is manqata (cut off) 
because Imam Baqi had not found the times of Sayyiduna Hasan 


ci t>aSijT CM5 j ISf iJb o>' IS J jLj si) I Ja .L 11 j «J urp (v ) 

ol ♦ j JJa ^joj U» L • j I 4I14! Iji:^A 9 


1685. Sayyiduna Abu Musa **i* lS j*j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Stand up for the coffin of a Jew, a Christian or a Muslim as it passes you. You will 
not be standing for it, but you will only stand for the angels who accompany it." 2 
COMMENTARY: As stated previously, there could be many reasons for standing on seeing 
the funeral. Moreover, this command to stand is withdrawn. 




OW) 


CJUJ\ o\ jj)4.^Ud!cLd U?i 

1686. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that a funeral (passed by Allah's Messenger 

jjL.j4ic.isi juo so he stood up. He was told that the funeral was of a Jew and he said, "I 
stood up only for the angels." 3 

THREE ROWS NECESSARY FOR THE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 

6a u Ssk J* j 


ijjlj sLi+z j! S** oi 6fi (nAV) 


ji 1 Jit Jaiii 15 ], iiiU ^4.jt Vi 1 6 $ ^ ^ ^ 

Sjlli cM* li}iij£Lb 62 l ^ olJJ 1 i^i 


4_i 


oljj) (>3I LSJJJ V‘> jl L 4 j‘*** > 

1687. Sayyiduna Maalik ibn Hubayrah ** <5» narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger ,jLj4iciii JL> say, "when a Muslim dies and three rows of Muslims offer 


1 Nasa'i # 1927. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 4-391. 

3 Nasa'i 1028. 
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salah (prayer) over him, he is assured of admittance (to paradise)." Hence, when 
Maalik considered those who had accompanied the funeral to be few, he 

divided them into three rows in the light of this hadith. 

The version in Tirmidhi is: 

Marthad ibn Abdullah narrated that when Maalik ibn Hub.ayrah led a 

funeral salah (prayer) and there were few people, he arranged them into three rows. 
He said that Allah's Messenger had said, "He over whom three rows (of 

Muslims) offer the funeral salah (prayer), is assured (of paradise)." 1 
COMMENTARY: It is very clear that we must believe firmly that nothing is wajib (expedient) 
or binding on Allah. This hadith says that it is wajib (expedient) on Allah or the man is 
assured of admittance to paradise. This is according to Allah's promise and His favour. His 
promise is never defaulted and He makes it binding on Himself without any compulsion. 

In a funeral salah (prayer), the most excellent row is the last one as against the regular salah 
(prayer) in which the front rows are the most excellent. 

The ularna (Scholars) say that after the funeral salah (prayer), prayers should not be made for 
the dead person because that might suggest an extension of the funeral salah (prayer). 

THE PROPHET'S PRAYER IN THE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) 
i£*3lJ 0*31 JSL&UI gjbil S^Lia3l (3 jjulc 4i31 0 s " 0*\AA) 


Ilia. Ijbjrzf jSz\ 0*31 J l &a.Jj 0*3 \J (J], 0*3 \j 


1688. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet prayed 

during the funeral salah (prayer): 

> ( 
JUc 1 0*31 J L£*.Jj Q**ix3 0*3 Ij (J \ 0*3 Ij L^ s l iA . 0*31J l0*31 J*4D! 


43J-jc-U MM-ti Ilia. I 

"O Allah, you are its Lord. You created it. You guided it to Islam and you have 
taken its soul. You are more aware of its secrets and its apparent (conduct). We have 
come as intercessors, so do forgive him." 2 

ABU HURAYRAH'S PRAYER OVER A CHILD 


» jS Cs* J 6 D' ft JJ vidlA jlsv_4 ^lOTA<\) 


(Oil La o\jj)j£\ JL&3\ 

1689. Sayyiduna Sa'eed ibn al Musayyab h narrated that he offered salah 
(prayer) over a child, who had never done any wrong, behind (Sayyiduna) Abu 
Hurayrah ** He heard him pray, "O Allah, protect him from the 

punishment in the grave." 3 


1 Abu Dawud # 3166, Tirmidhi # 1028, Ibn Majah # 1490. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3200, Musnad Ahmad 2-458. 

3 Muwatta Maalik # 18(Jana'iz). 
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COMMENTARY: This prayer does not mean chastisement and questioning in the grave. 
Rather, it is a plea to Allah to save the child from sorrow and terror in the grave and the 
squeezing which will afflict everyone minor or adult. 

WILL CHILDREN BE QUESTIONED: Though the ulama (Scholars) differ on this question, 
the correct thing is that children will not be subjected to reckoning. It is against the 
principles of Shri'ah that a non-responsible person should be punished. 


PRAYER OVER A CHILD 

laLi LJ (JjfliaJI I0"^ * ) 



1690. Imam Bukhari M has reported as part of caption of a chapter that 
when he offered salah (prayer) over a child, Hasan Busri recited (after the first 
takbir) surah al-Fatihah and prayed: 


lif 1 j Ijiij j llli d 4ki.l iilll 


"O Allah let him be for us a forerunner, an augury, a store and a reward." 1 
COMMENTARY: The prayer means iet this child be a means to our advantage, goodness 
and profit on the day of resurrection, so that it intercedes for us before our Lord! 


NO FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) OVER INFANT 


jjL*. tVj Yj V j-iLui Jll til\ fei}\ sjjl^) 


1691. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that the Prophet said, "Funeral 

salah (prayer) should not be offered over an infant who has uttered no sound (or 
cried at the time of birth), neither does he inheritance)." (meaning that he leaves on 
inheritance) (He is one on whom no sign of life is apparent,) 2 
Ibn Majah does not mention 'nor is he inherited/ 


IMAM SHOULD NOT STAND ON A RAISED PLACE 


jLlJ <Jli c^LaiYl Jji-Lo (jJ(J£-j 0*VW) 


1692. Sayyiduna Abu Mas' ud Ansari narrated that Allah's Messenger 

forbade that the imam should stand above something and the people behind 
him, meaning on a level lower than him. 3 

COMMENTARY: In the funeral salah (prayer), it is disallowed that the imam should stand 
on a raised place and his followers on a lower level. This means that the converse would be 
more disallowed; the imam lower than his followers. This applies to every salah (prayer), 


1 Bukhari chapter heading: recitation of al-Fatihah, Book of Funerals. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1049, Ibn Majah # 1508. 

3 Abu Dawud # 597, Daraqutni # I nth chapter Prophet forbade the imam standing on a 

raised place (above followers). 
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not merely the funeral salah (prayer). This is why the words of hadith do not specify the 
salah (prayer), but the compiler of Mishkat presumed this hadith to pertain to the funeral 
salah (prayer) so put it down in this chapter, so it is clear that this hadith belongs here too. 
Moreover, people may have been doing this thing. Hence, they were forbidden to do this. 


CHAPTER - VI 


BURYING THE DEAD 




SECTION I jj'Vijjhft 

MUSTAHAB (DESIRABLE) TO BUILD GRAVE WITH NICHE 

(i IjJil ^9 q Jli (jfllj Q,\ & (Jfllj Q,\ cA W) 



1693. Sayyiduna Aamir ibn Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas k narrated that (Sayyiduna) 
Sa'd jbn Abu Waqqas A^k^j Said, during his illness that led to his death, ' 4 Make 
for me a lahd (lateral niche) in my grave and place over me unbaked bricks as was 
done for Allah's Messenger JL*/' 1 

COMMENTARY: Lahd is the riche within the grave oriented to the qiblah in which the 
corpse is lowered. It is mustahab (desirable) to make this kind of grave. 

Ibn Hammam, however, said that it is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet ^jiJ&kj^e) unless 
one cannot do it, like the soil might be soft. 

Sayyiduna Sa'd A&k^j instructed that unbaked bricks must be placed over him, meaning 
the grave should be covered with them. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that the Prophet's pUyie-iiiiJU grave's lahd was covered with nine bricks. 


PLACING CLOTH IN THE GRAVE 



1694. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas Aitk^j narrated that a piece of red cloth was put in the 
grave of Allah's Messenger ^L>jAAt-kj ^>. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sha'ran As-k^j (o 1 ^) was a servant of the Prophet He had 

placed this red cloth in the Prophet's k JL* grave on his own without asking 

permission of the sahabah (companions) ^k^j. He explained his doing that he did not like 
anyone else to make use of a sheet of cloth that the Prophet ^jAJs-kj^ had used. 3 
Some ulama (Scholars) hold that placing a cloth or anything like it in a grave was exclusive 
to the Prophet ^jAJs-kj^ (and no one else is allowed it). The sahabah (companions) ^k^j 
were not agreeable to the cloth being placed in the Prophet's f L‘ J Aj*kju> grave. Sayyiduna 
Ali and Sayyiduna Abbas reprimanded Sha'ran A^k^j for doing it. Rather, 

Ibn Abdul Bar k^j has written in Isti"ab that the piece of red cloth was removed from the 
grave before it was closed. 


1 Muslim # 90.966, Nasa'i # 2007, Ibn Majah # 1556. 

2 Muslim # 91-967, Tirmidhi # 1048, Nasa'i # 2012, Musnad Ahmad 1-355. 

3 Ibn Kathir gives the name a shaqran. See life of Prophet ^jAdt-kj^o (P 722) Darul Isha'at, Karachi. 
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The ulama (Scholars) hold that it is makruh (unbecoming) to place a piece of cloth it is makruh 
(unbecoming) to place a piece of cloth in the grave because it is a waste of money. 

LIKE CAMEL'S HUMP 




1695. Sayyiduna Sufyan al-Tammar k* & narrated that he saw the grave of the 

Prophet humped (like camel's hump). 1 

COMMENTARY: Imam Maalik Imam Ahmad and Imam Abu Hanifah go 
by this hadith. They say that it is mustahab (desirable) to have the grave humped. Imam 
Shafi'I said that the grave should be levelled with the surface. 


GRAVE SHOULD NOT BE RAISED 


dJJl (Jj-iJ U Vf jjif Q (Jll (Jll 

olVilaVj it? .f. g 14 VIVUUs pjj V 


1696. Sayyiduna Abu Al-Hayyaj Al-Asadi & wj said that (Sayyiduna) Ali ** -ii 
said to him, "Indeed, I send you to accomplish what Allah's Messenger ( *L-,A !r uirt 
had sent me to do. Do not leave a picture without obliterating it, and a raised grave 
without levelling it." 2 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that it is forbidden to keep a picture and wajib 
(expedient) to erase it. It is disallowed to sit before it. If a grave is very high then it must be 
levelled to near the surface of the ground, leaving only its indication which is about a span 
because only this much is mansun, or mustahab (desirable). More than that is makruh 
(unbecoming). If a grave is more than one span high then it is mustahab (desirable) to 
demolish the portion above one span. 

FORBIDDEN THINGS 


jbj c£j ^ 


1697. Sayyiduna Jabir **-3.1^ narrated that Allah's Messenger fL*j *4* forbade 
that graves should be plastered with cement, that a structure should be built over it 
and that anyone should sit on it. 3 

COMMENTARY: The disallowance to plaster the graves is of the kind of makruh 
(unbecoming) whatever way it is done. 

It is not proper to erect any kind of a structure over a grave, like a dome, etc. If it is raised 
then it must be demolished, this being wajib (expedient) even if it is a mosque. Erecting a 
structure on a grave is forbidden whether it is built with stones and bricks, or a mere 
canopy is raised. This is disallowed because it resembles the infidels who put up a shade 
over graves for ten days. 

Sitting on graves is disallowed because it belittles a believer and stains his honour and 


1 Bukhari # 1390. 

2 Muslim # 93-969, Abu Dawud # 3218, Tirmidhi # 1051, Musnad Ahmad 1-96. 

3 Muslim # 94-970, Tirmidhi # 1054, Nasa'i # 2027, Ibn Majah # 1562, Musnad Ahmad 6-299. 
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nobility. Sitting on graves degrades the grave dweller. 

Some people say that it is not allowed to sit on graves if anyone sit to express sorrow and 
grief and continues to sit because some people abandon the world and retreat to a grave of 
their well wisher or relative. 


SOME RULES ABOUT GRAVES 

V i j* ijiit* V^LjsisajJi Ja j]ji jjjtf ji» ( ' w > 

Qdwa *1 jj) 1IjLi 


1698. Sayyiduna Abu Marthad al-Ghanawi narrated that Allah's Messenger 

^said, "Do not sit on graves and do not offer salah (prayer) facing them." 1 


COMMENTARY: Ibn Hammam said that it is makruh (unbecoming) to sit on graves and to 
walk over them. However, it is becomes necessary to step on graves in order to be able to 
dig a grave or Cary a bier up to it or bury a dead, then one may walk on them. 

It is mustahab (desirable) to walk bare fasted in a graveyard but makruh (unbecoming) to sleep 
near a grave or to sleep by reclining on it. It is extremely disliked to relieve oneself near 
graves. Besides everything is makruh (unbecoming) at a graveyard that is not established by 
sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet The only thing know from sunnah (Practice of 

Holy Prophet pL, is to go to the graves and make supplication while standing there. 
The Prophet j*JL-jLe visited the graveyard Jannatul Baqi and said there; 


iauJijijjjjabijLifj. 


4UI - jl b]j jl j JZS\ 


'Peace be on you, O you t he believing people! And, we - if Allah wills - shall meet 
you. I pray to Allah, for safety for myself and for you." 

This should not cause anyone to doubt that the Quran cannot be recited there because 
recitation of the Quran is part of supplication. So, it is not makruh (unbecoming) to recite the 
Quran at the graveyard. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone offers salah (prayer) in the direction of a grave 
intending thereby to respect the grave or honour its dweller then it is clearly an act of 
disbelief. Even if he has no such intention in offering salah (prayer) in the direction of a 
grave, it is makruh tahrimi (disapproved to forbidden). It is same if a bier is placed in front of 
one who offer salah (prayer). Rather, the dislike in this case is more accentuated. 

No one may have a grave or a bier in front of him when he offers a salah (prayer). 




1699. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "That one of you should sit on burning coals and scorch his clothing and 

warm his skin is better than that he should sit on a grave." 2 


COMMENTARY: Live coals will not cause as much harm as sitting on graves would. 


1 Muslim # 97-972, Abu Dawud # 3229, Tirmidhi # 1052, Nasa'i # 760. 

2 Muslim # 96-971, Abu Dawud # 3228, Nasai # 2044, Ibn Majah # 1566. 
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SECTION II 




SPLIT GRAVE TOO 

1*4^ IjJIAd Aids v < $ 6 ^Jls1 £y,}**"5 


I 4?l£> Jk><1.9 JoiIj (jjjJl ^J-o-C- Vjl 


Ifpli 


1700. Sayyiduna Urwah ibn Zubayr narrated that there were in Madinah two men, 
one of whom dug graves with niches and the other did not dig riches (in graves but 
dug split graves). So, the sahabah (companions) decided that whichever of 

them came first would carry out work that he had been doing. So, he who made 
riches come and dug (the grave with) a riche for Allah's Messenger JU>. 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abu Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah **<aawas a great sahabi. He was 
one of the ten who were given glad tidings of paradise by the Prophet He used 

to dig split graves and though the riche was better, the split was permitted too. Sayyiduna 
Abu Tahah Ansari used to make niche in the grave he dug. 


EXCELLENCE OF NICHE IN THE GRAVE 


Sljj .13 \pi, JJj|j 123 iilil ,sLj sie ijjl JA jjjl jjJJ jll jll o-lii. yfej 0 v- T-w. 1) 


—JLsil eljjj 3LiLs 5J1 SjS) J 


1701. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JUjA s l*A#t iS JU> said. 

"The lahd (niche) is for us and shaqq (split) is for others than us/' 2 

1702. Sayyiduna Jarir ibn Abdullah **<5narrated it too. 3 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) give several meanings of this hadith. The most 
correct is that the grave with the lateral niche is for the Prophets. pL-iuJ* The grave with 
split or excavation in the middle is for other than the Prophet (tJL. 


WIDE, DEEP & BEAUTIFUL GRAVES 

1 


IIjiji-lJ IJJLJIJ 1Ijjiid ±L\ jtlj£ij 4^^111 £JJ\ £^S° V ' r) 

5jlSj2\J 2\JJ 1 JiJ iij J^lj Jl £% IhUjtJ gdVl 1 Jti\j 1 jLjJj 

— j 4^3 (JIaa.Lo Crj 1 L?J JJ lj 


1703. Sayyiduna Hisham ibn Aamir a^-Sh^j narrated that on the day of Uhud, the 
Prophet said, "Dig (graves) and make them spacious, deep and beautiful. 

And, bury two or three together in one grave. Put him first who knew the Quran 
most of others." 4 

COMMENTARY: To dig a grave deep is sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet ju>). The 

corpse is safe in a deep grave from animals. It should be so deep that if a man stand inside 


1 Baygawi in Sharh us Sunnah # 1510. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3208, Tirmidhi # 1045, NasaT # 2009, Ibn Majah # 1554. 

3 Ibn Majah # 1555, Musnad Ahmad 4-357. 

4 Abu Dawud # 321, Tirmidhi # 1713. 
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and raises aloft his hands, the tip of his fingers would touch the edge of the grave. 

It is allowed to bury two or three men in a grave at times of necessity but when there is no 
compulsion, it is not allowed. 

A practicing scholar is honoured in this world. So, he is honoured too after death by 
putting the most learned in the Quran in the front (towards the qiblah) in the grave when 
more than one are buried inside. 

ONE FUNERAL SALAH (PRAYER) FOR MORE THEN ONE DEAD PERSON 
It is allowed to offer a single funeral salah (prayer) over more than one dead person when 
more than one funeral are brought together. But, it is also allowed to offer a separate 
funeral salah (prayer) for each of them. The biers may be placed one behind the other 
towards the qiblah, or in a straight line lengthwise. The imam, in the latter case, must stand 
against the most superior of them. 

SHIFTING THE DEAD TO ANOTHER PLACE 


4i) 14 j^j * jlii tls 0^ lis Q AI5 3, al tfj- o ;ts. ji.! >:js jll _£4.&£j° v,i> 

j JLIIJj 5J1j J isii oIjj JUIjjJ Jk-z>3 


—(jJ 


1704. Sayyiduna Jabir A^k^j narrated that on the day of Uhud his paternal aunt 
brought his father (her brother) to bury him in their graveyard. However, a crier 
from Allah's Messenger ,*i ->j Up k called out, "Return the martyrs to the places 
where they fell (in martyrdom)." 1 

COMMENTARY: The father of Sayyiduna Jabir A&k^j was among the martyrs of the Battle 
of Uliud. His paternal aunt took her brother to the Baqir graveyard for burial However, the 
Prophet's pL>jAApkjue message was conveyed to her that the martyrs were to buried where 
they had died. 

The ruling is deduced by some scholars that a person must be buried in the city in which he 
dies. His body must not be shifted to another city. 

The correct thing is that this hadith concerns the martyrs. Moreover, once a body is buried 
then it must not be taken out to move to another city without a valid reason. If there is a 
sound reason then the body may be moved to another place. 

Ibn Hammam said that before burial and preparation of the grave, there is no harm in 
moving the body to up to two leagues because graveyards can be at such distances. But, it 
is mustahab (desirable) to bury distances. But, it is mustahab (desirable) to bury the body in the 
same city where the person had died. The brother of Sayyidah Ayshah A^k^j, Abdur 
Rahman ibn Abu Bakr Ax-k^j died away from Makkah at the distance of one manzil. The 
people brought him to Makkah and buried him. When she visited his grave later, she said, 
"If I was there when you died, I would not have brought you here but buried you where 
you had died." 


RE-DIGGING AFTER BURIAL 

It is not allowed to dig a grave after burying the dead and closing the grave (for any reason 


1 Abu Dawud # 3165, Tirmidhi # 1717, Nasa'i # 2004, Ibn Majah # 1516, Darimi # 45, Musnad Ahmad 
3-297. 
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whatsoever), even if only a little time has elapsed after burial, or if very much time has 
passed. However, it is allowed if there is a valid, sound reason, like the land of burial was 
usurped from someone, or someone having exercised his right has transferred the land to 
his name, and demands that the grave must be evacuated. 

The ulama (Scholars) write that otherwise many sahabah are buried in cities of the infidels. 
They have not been moved from their graves. 

The owner of the land where the grave lies has a right to level his land and use it for 
cultivation. Another reason for re-digging a grave is that someone may have left his 
property of any kind in the grave. He may dig it and recover his belonging. 

Ibn Hammam said that if a woman's son dies somewhere and is buried there, it is not 
allowed to move his body his native land where the mother resides even if she becomes 
restless for him. Some later day ulama (Scholars) have allowed the transfer of the body in 
this case, but their ruling is not valid the compiler of the Hidayah has written in one of his 
other books, "If anyone dies in an alien city, it is makruh (unbecoming) to move his body 
because it is a meaningless and useless exercise. It is a waste of time, too. Also, it causes a 
delay in burying the dead. 

Moreover, the ulama (Scholars) have given a unanimous verdict that even if a body is buried 
without offering the funeral salah (prayer), it is not allowed to bring it out of its grave. 

No one should be buried in the house where he used to reside. This is the privilege only of 
the Prophet It is not permitted to anyone else to do so. 

LOWERING THE BODY IN THE GRAVE 




1705. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ^*>^1 was 

lowered into the grave from the side of his head. 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi'I has followed this hadith and his prescribed that the 
corpse must be lowered into the grave head first. 

The Hanafi place the corpse by the side of the grave towards the qiblah and pick it up 
and lower it into the grave. This is how the Prophet ,*JL> used to do as clear from 
the next hadith. 

As for this hadith, the room of the Prophet was not very spacious and the side 

of the grave was along the wall of the room. 

Moreover, another hadith (in Abu Dawud) contradicts this hadith saying that the Prophet 
fL-jUp-ii ju was lowered from the side of the qiblah. (Ibn Majah too has transmitted a 
similar hadith). 

In the light of the contradiction, both these traditions are dropped. 


-JLJ iiiLii aH)\zjIq jIj i\jj ’Ath uij dii Jfij 


1706. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet entered a 

grave (to lower a corpse) in the night. A lamp was lit for him and he faced the 
qiblah, (He lowered the corpse and) he said, "May Allah have mercy on you. You 


1 Bayhaqi in sunan, Shafi'I in Musnad p 360. 
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wept much (for fear of Allah) and you recited the Quran very often. (Because of 
these two things you deserve mercy of Allah.)" 1 
COMMENTARY: Tirmidhi rates this hadith as hasan sahih. Jabir and Yazid ibn 

Thabit also narrated ahadith in this chapter. 

This hadith asserts that it is not makruh (unbecoming) to bury the dead in the night as some 
ulama (Scholars) say. The Hanafis follow this hadith and lower the body from the direction 
of the qiblah, as a sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet 

RECITATION WHILE LOWERING THE BODY 


13 LjdJJIJ 332 JI »£j £131 ill ^ » j l 'fks- i'A 1 Cit’ 5 0 V* V) 


✓ ✓ * li ' 1 tf 

_15 y* I Cji 1 3 I o\jj —UJI aLa 


1707. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar * 1 *^^ narrated that the Prophet recited when 

he lowered the dead person in the grave: 


jjL* 


"In the name of Allah, at His command and on the Shari'ah (divine law) of Allah's 
Messenger ^ j**ip*iitJL>" 

According to another version, he recited: 

"....and on the sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet (*l-j Up itjL*) of Allah's Messenger 

(►UjUp^JLp " 2 

(instead of 'Shari'ah (divine law) of ...') 


DUST & WATER 




1708. Sayyiduna Jafar ibn Muhammad narrated in a mursal form from his father 
(Imam Baqir) that the Prophet j Up ii J~e scattered three handfuls of earth on the 
dead (on his grave) with both hands, and that he sprinkled water on his son 
Ibrahim's grave and (to mark it) he put some pebbles on it. 3 
COMMENTARY: Imam Ahmad has reported it with a weak line of transmission that 
the Prophet Up k threw the first handful of earth and said: (,►&&• 144 ) (from it we 
created you). At the second, he said: (^^ 14 *ij) (And into it we shall restore you). When he 
scattered the third handful, he said, (sftipi&rj&i&j) (and from it we shall bring you forth). 
(Surah Taha, 20:55) 

Ibn Maalik said that those people who go with the funeral procession, it is sunnah 


1 Tirmidhi # 1059, Baghawi Sharh as Sunnah # 1514. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1048, Abu Dawud # 3213 (2 nd versioin), Ibn Majah # 1550, Musnad Ahmad 2-27. 

3 Baghawi # 1515. 
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(Practice of Holy Prophet for them to cast dust into the grave by the handful 

when the lahd or Shiqq is closed. When it is full and levelled, it is sunnah (Practice of Holy 
Prophet for them to sprinkle water over it. 

A DIDACTIC EXAMPLE 

Some dreamt that a man who had died related that when his deeds were weighed, his evil 
deeds outweighed the pious landed in the pan of pieties and outweighed the evil deeds. He 
learnt that it had the handful of earth that he had cast on a Muslim's grave. 


NO INSCRIPTION ON GRAVES & NO TRAMPLING 

Udt h J .slij jiU <ill j-i ji>l jlS cAj 


°bj) -Uajp sjut? 

1709. Sayyiduna Jabir a* -an narrated that Allah's Messenger jtJL^ aJp ita 
forbade them that graves should be plastered with cement, have inscriptions on 
them or be trampled. 1 

COMMENTARY: If graves are plastered that is a kind of adornment and an unnecessary 
effort. Some people, however, allow that wet mud should be smeared over a grave. 

It i? makruh (unbecoming) to write on graves the name of Allah or His Messenger or 

verses of the Quran lest they come under feet of pedestrians or animals pass urine over them. 
Some Hanafi ulama (Scholars) hold that it is also forbidden to inscribe the sacred name of 
Allah and of His Messenger it J L* and verses of the Quran. It is also makruh 

(unbecoming) to write down the name epithet, etc. of the dead person on a tablet or a 
gravestone. Some ulama (Scholars), however, maintain that it is allowed to mount an 
epitaph on the grave with he name of the dead, particularly the righteous men, so that their 
graves may be recognized even after passage of time. 

WATER WAS SPRINKLED ON PROPHET'S GRAVE 


Oi JVj ojl pU 31 cr-j <j-J ^ v ' * 


♦ * £ 

I 0 Ijj I (JLa. 4-Jj 1 >?I Aj 


1710. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that water was sprinkled at the Prophet's 

grave. It was (Sayyiduna) Bilal ibn Rabah who had sprinkled the 

water on his grave from a waterskin, having begun from the side of the head to end 
it up at his feet. 2 


SLAB ON GRAVE 


j*\ 6iil 43j ca 6U $ Ji -U. isj at cA vJJSdi c£j 0v ' u) 

Jj_ij LgS \j[ll UU 5 . J\ UfJjLsj 

ji jjif\ $ & &i J* in <*jli jis v^iiidi jii jj <i£ 


1 Tirmidhi # 1054. 

2 Bayhaqi in Datil Nabuwah. 
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1711. Sayyiduna AI-Muttalib ibn Abu Wada'ah narrated that when Uthman 

ibn Ma'zun -upiii^j died, his funeral was brought and he was buried. The Prophet 
,*l -<j k instructed a man to fetch a stone, but he was unable to carry it. So, 

Allah's Messenger (JL-j Up in ju> stood up, went up to it and rolled his sleeves. A1 
Muttalib interjected that he who narrated to him this hadith about Allah's 
Messenger ^jUe-k said, "It is as though I still see whiteness of the forearms of 
Allah's Messenger (JUjUp-Sii JL? as he had rolled up his sleeves." Then, he carried the 
stone and placed it at the head of the grave, and said, "In this way, I post a marking 
at my brother's grave. Now, I shall bury near him those of my family who die." 1 
COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Muttalib in Abu Wada'ah -up k ^ was a sahabi (Prophet's 
companion) who embraced Islam on the day of the conquest of Makkah. He had narrated 
this hadith from another sahabi -upiii^j because he was not himself present on this occasion. 
Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Maz'un **k^j was the Prophet's ^j^kjup foster brother. He had 
embraced Islam in its earliest stage and only thirteen people had preceded him in Islam. He 
had participated in the Battle of Badr and was t he first of the muhajirs (emigrants) to die in 
Madinah. The first to be buried near his grave was Ibrahim, ^k^j the Prophet's Up-Sji 
(A- j infant son. 

It is mustahab (desirable) to place a marking on the grave to be able to recognize it. It is also 
mustahab (desirable) to bury one's family members and relatives at one place. 

GRAVE OF THE PROPHET SAYYIDUNA ABN BAKR AND UMAR 


ia^ bililJ* JjlS jlS yfej OV Y) 

\ 14^1 J 2 ' U Vj} 0 ".i 


1712. Sayyiduna at-Qasim ibn Muhammad narrated that he went to Sayyidah 
Ayshah -upito ^j and requested her to let him see the graves of the Prophet 
and his two companions, -upiii^j addressing her as mother. She let him see the three 
graves. They were neither high i\or level with the ground (but about one span 
higher than the surface of the earth). Red pebbles of the open spaces around were 
laid on them. 2 

COMMENTARY: These graves were in the room of Sayyidah Ayshah -upin^j. As long as 
the door was open a curtain was hung on it. Anyone who wished to visit the graves could 


go in by raising the curtain. 



1 Abu Dawud # 3206. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3220. 
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1713. Sayyiduna Al-Bara ibn Aazib narrated that they went out with Allah's 

Messenger <JL.j Up & to the funeral of a man of the Ansar. The lahd was being 
prepared, so the Prophet ,JL. j Up ii> J^> sat down facing the qiblah and they too sat 
around him. 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith has been narrated that in detail previously. See hadith # 1630. 

MUTILATING THE DEAD 
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1714. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL.jUp.iisaid, "To 

break the bones of a dead person is like breaking his bones when he was alive." 2 
COMMENTARY: Just as it is disallowed to disgrace a living person, so too it is disallowed 
to disgrace a dead person. 

SECTION III dJOlijjiitf 

TEARS ON DEATH OF PROPHET'S (JL^Up^iju DAUGHTER 
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1715. Sayyiduna Anas ** & narrated that he was present when the daughter of 
Allah's Messenger ,JL.jUpwas being buried. He was sitting beside the grave and 
Anas AiPifl^j could see that his eyes shed tears. He said, "Is there among you one who 
has not had sexual intercourse in the night (gone by)?" Abu Tahah said, "I", 

So, he said, "Get down ino her grave." Thus he went down into her grave.' 3 
COMMENTARY: While it is not disallowed to have sexual intercourse with one's wife, yet 
obstaining from it gives a resemblance to the angels. So, he wished that such a man should 
lower his daughter, Sayyidah Umm Kulthum j wife of Sayyiduna Uthman 
Abu Talhah was not her mahram. So, we might say that the Prophet (JUjUp-a 

asked him as an exclusive case. Or he wished others to know that it was permissible. 

MEN WILL LOWER WOMEN 

Ibn Hamman .i'w-j said that only men will lower a dead women in her grave, or take her 
out. In life, it is allowed to a stranger man to touch a woman during exigencies provided a 
piece of cloth or something lies in between. Similarly when necessary a stranger man may 


U/sq jlS 151 j$T 


1 Abu Dawud # 3212, Nasa'i # 2001, Ibn Majah # 1549, Musnad Ahmad 40287. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3207, Ibn Majah # 1616, Muwatta Maalik # 40 (Jana'iz), Musnad Ahmad 6-168. 

3 Bukhari # 1285, Musnad Ahmad 3-126. 
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touch a dead woman. So, when a woman dies and she has no mahramn to place her in the 
grave, her pious and righteous neighbours may do it. If her mahram are there, then they 
will undertake the task whether they are blood-relations or relatives through marriage. 

As for her husband and mahram being the best people to lower Sayyidah Umm Kulthum 
in the grave, both of them, Sayyiduna Uthman and the Prophet 

may have been precluded from doing so for some reason. Tht is why the Prophet UpJh 
(►L- j, her father, and Sayyiduna Uthman, her husband, did not get down the grave to 

do lower her. 

THE WILL OF SAYYIDUNA AMR IBN AL-AAS 
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1716. Sayyiduna Amr ibn al-Aas is reported to have instructed his son while 

he was grappling with death, "When I die, do not let any wailing woman or fire 
accompany me. When you have buried me scatter earth gently over me. Then (after 
burial) stand around my grave (making supplication) for the time it takes to 
sacrifice an animal and to distribute its flesh that I might sense your presence and 
know what answers to give to the messengers of my Lord." 1 
COMMENTARY: During the Jahiliyah (ignorance period), it was a symbol of greatness and 
a matter of pride to carry fire with the funeral. They used it to bum fragrance and for other 
purposes. Islam forbade this thing. Hence. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Aas told his son not 

to carry fire or allow wailing women with his funeral. Thus it is also disallowed to carry 
aloe stick or the fire of the hookah (a tobacco pipe with tube). 

According to a hadith in Abu Dawud the Prophet jJL-j used to stand at the grave 

after burial and say (to the sahabah) "More istighfar and prayer for your brother to 

be steadfast because the reckoning is on." 


HASTEN WITH BURIAL PREPARATIONS 
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1717. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that he heard the Prophet 

say. "When any one among you dies, do not detain him but take him to his 
grave quickly. And (at the grave) recite at his head the initial verses of surah al 
Baqarah and, at his feet, the concluding verses of al-Baqarah." 2 
(The initial five verses and the concluding two verses.) 

COMMENTARY: Do not detain the dead means do not delay burial for no reason at all. It is 


1 Muslm # 192-121. 

2 Bayhaqi In Shab'ul Eeman # 9294. The hadith in Mawquf. 
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mustahab (desirable) to hasten with burial preparations. It is also a sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet 
to walk rapidly when carrying the funeral, which is neither running nor too slow. 

MERIT OF CONSIGNING REWARD 

Imran Ahmad ibn Hanbal said that at the graveyard one should recite surah al- 

Fatihah. Surah al-Ikhlas, al-Falaq and an-Naas and consign the reward thereof to the 
inmates of the graveyard. It is accepted and consigned. 

Visited the graveyard has two. Fold benefits. The grave-dwellers earn the reward and the 
visit.or takes head. 

Sayyiduna Ali vupiii^j narrated that in a marfu manner. "If anyone visits the graveyard and 
recites surah al-Ikhlas eleven times and consigns its reward to the dwellers of the graves, 
then he earns a reward equivalent to the number of those buried there. 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

anyone goes to the graveyard and recites surah al-Fatihah, al-Ikhlas and at-Takathur and 
prays to Allah, 'Do consign the reward of whatever I have recited from your Quan to the 
believing men and women buried in this graveyard,' then those who are buried there 
become intercessors for him." 

Hammad Makki related an experience of his. He went to a graveyard one night and 
putting his head on a grave went to sleep. He dreamt that the dead buried there sat around 
in small groups. He wondered if the day of resurrection had come because the heacl were 
out of their graves They explained, "No! Rather, someone among our brothers had recited 
al-Ikhlas and consigned its reward to us. So, we are distributing that reward among 
ourselves for the past one year." 

Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet ( J-<jUpiii Lf u said, 'If anyone visits the 

graveyard and recites surah Yasin, Allah reduces or softens the punishment on t he grave 
dwellers and rewards this man with pieties equivalent to the number of those buried in 
the graveyard." 

IMAM SHAFITS OPINION 

Suyuti who was a follower of Imam Shafi'I wrote in Sharh Sudur that it is a 
disputed proposition that reward consigned after reciting the Quran is conveyed or not to 
the dead. "The predecessors including the sahabah (companions) and the tabi'un -u*-j 

in and the earlier ulama (Scholars) as well as the three imams confirmed that the reward is 
consigned to the dead but our Imam Shafi'I j disagreed with them." 

Then Sujuti has given rejoinder to the arguments of Imam Shafi'and confirmed 
that whatever reward anyone consigned of one's worship or deeds t hen the reward is 
received by the dead person. 

(See Sharh us-Sudur and Mirqat.) 

. SAYYIDAH AYSHAH i**#**, AT HER BROTHER'S GRAVE 
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1718. Sayyiduna Ibn Abu Malaykah ifo ■uj-j narrated that when (Sayyiduna) Abdur 
Rahman ibn Abu Bakr died in al-Hubshiy, which is a place, he was brought 

to Makkah and buried there. When (Sayyidah) Ayshah came (to Makkah to 

perform the pilgrimage), she visited the grave of (her brother) Abdur Rahman ibn 
Abu Bakr and recited (the couplets) 
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"The two of us were like friends of Judhaymah together for an age, so that it was 
thought that we were inseparable. 

When we are apart, though we had been together for a long time, it seems that we 
had never been together." 

Then she said, 'By Allah, were I there, I would have buried you not save where you had 
died. And had I seen you (before your death), I would not have visited you (to day)." 1 
COMMENTARY: Hubshiy 2 is a place one stage of journey away from Makkah. 

The couplet that Sayyidah Ayshah recited at her brother's grave were recited by 

Tamim ibn Nuwayrah as part of an elegy he composed on his brother's (Maalik's) death 
when Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Walid had killed him in the time of Sayyiduna Abu 

Bakr. 

Tamim has compared himself and his brother Maalik to the two companions of 
Judhaymah. The story goes back in time to Iraq when a king Judhayman ruled over it. He 
empire extended to the Arabian peninsula He had two companions, both brother, Maalik 
and Aqil (or Uqayl). Their companionship with the king extended over forty years. Both of 
them were killed by Nu'man. The story of their killing is also amazing. It is recounted in 
full in Muqamat Hurayri 

Tamim composed the elegy and lamented the death of his brother Maalik. "The 
companionship," he lamented, "was broken in a few moments as though it was a dream." 
(In the Arabic, Sayyidah Ayshah reproduced the original words of Tamim 'it 

seemed I and Maalik, in spite of being together for a long time, had never been together." 
The translation follows the Urdu rendering and drops the word Maalik). 

Sayyidah Ayshah also said that if she had met her brother at the time of his death, 

she would not have visited his grave. She had in mind the Prophet's words in which he 
cursed women who go to the graves. So, she hoped that her visit would stand for their 
farewell meeting. (Elsewhere Judhaymah is Jadhimah and Tamim is Mutammim.) 


LOWERING FROM SIDE OF HEAD 
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1 Tirmidhi # 1057. In the original it is Maalik and I, see commentary. 

2 Mu'jan Bldan says a mountain (ous area) six mile from Makkah. 
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1719. Sayyiduna Abu Rafi narrated that Allans Messenger brought Sa'd 

j out of the funeral from the head (and lowered him head first) and sprinkled 
water on his grave. 1 

COMMENTARY: Please use the commentary against hadith # 1705. This hadith is evidence 
of the verdict of Imam Shafi'I 


COST DUST FROM THE SIDE OF HEAD 
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1720. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger JL* 

offered the (funeral) salah (prayer) over a dead person. Then, he came to the grave 
and scattered three handfuls of earth from the side of the head of the buried person. 2 


LEANING ON GRAVES 
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1721. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Hazm narrated that the Prophet j Up a JL? saw 

him leaning on a grave. So, he said (to him). "Do not torment the dweller of this 
grave." Or, he said, "Do not torment him (or, it)." 3 
COMMENTARY: Perhaps tormenting the grave dweller means that reclining on the grave 
to lie down or to sit might displease the spirit of the grave dweller. It belittles the soul. 


CHAPTER - VII 

WEEPING FOR THE DEAD 

It is natural to feel grieved over the permanent loss of a dear one. The grief is commensurate 
with the relationship of the dead person, the nearer he was the greater the grief. It is far¬ 
fetched to expect anyone not to grieve over the death of a relative or friend, to expect the eyes 
not to shed tears, to expect the face not to reflect sorrow and then the other side of this 
affliction is the expression of the sorrow. Tears do express the heart's sentiments. 

Islam has guided Muslim in every department of life to observe moderation and the 
Messenger has maintained the standard of human dignity both in happiness 

and in sorrow. So, it is impossible that guidance should have been neglected in this 
emotional and delicate phase of life. 

The Prophet's jaJp&ju* teaching on this department of life are carried in the ahadith in 
this chapter. 

COMMANDS & RULINGS 

It is not makruh (unbecoming) to weep on someone's death without wailing and shrieking. 
However, it is makruh (unbecoming) to shriek and wail and to eulogize the dead in an 


1 Ibn Majah # 1551. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1565. 

3 Musnad Ahmad (The hadith could not be traced in the Musnad). 
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exaggerated way as was done in the pre-Islamic days. But, it is not makruh (unbecoming) to 
mention the true and correct praiseworthy attributes of the dead person. 

It is mustahab (desirable) to condole with the aggrieved when someone dies. They must be 
encourages to observe patience and they must be comforted. Condolence must be offered 
only once. It is a bid'ah and is forbidden to assemble at the house of the dead person on the 
third day of his death. This is not recognized by Shari'ah (divine law) and it is absolutely 
disallowed to spend from the wealth of a dead person without his (or her) permission and 
deprive the orphans and the hairs of their share. 

The writer of the Qamus, Majd ud-din has written in safar us Sa'adah that formerly 
people assembled only for the funeral salah (prayer). Now-a-day, it has become a custom 
which is uncessary and merely ceremonious that days and nights are determined for 
reciting the Quran and other rituals and together at graves or any other place. It is abid'ah 
(or an innovations). 

It is allowed to sit in the house or mosque to receive condolences. When Sayyiduna Jafar 
it^j. Sayyiduna Zayd and Sayyiduna Ibn Rawwahah were martyred in 

succession in the Battle of Mutah, the Prophet (JL-jUp-Siiju was very grieved. He sat in the 
Masjid Nabawi where people came to him and condoled with him. The latter day custom 
to appoint day s or dates to offer condolences was not known earlier. 

Many ulama (Scholars) of later days hold that it is makruh (unbecoming) to gather at the house 
of t he dead person to condole. And, it is more emphatically makruh (unbecoming) that the 
family members of the person sit at the doors of their house only that visitors might come 
and offer condolences because it smacks of the Jahilivah (ignorance period). The correct 
procedure is for people to disburse after burial to attend to their individual work and the 
family of the dead must also occupy themselves in their duties. 

It is also makruh (unbecoming) to gather round the grave and recite the Quran. 

Condolences may be offered within three days after death. It is makruh (unbecoming) to offer 
condolence after three days However, if either of the two is not present then it is not wrong 
to condole when they meet. 

It is better to condole after burial. If the aggrieved are likely to go to extremes in mourning 
after burial, then it is batter to condole before burial. 

It is msutahab to condole with all relatives of the dead person, young and old, men and 
women. If a woman is youthful then condolence must not be offered to her. Her mahrom, 
however, may condole with her. 


WORDS OF CONDOLENCE 

It is mustahab (desirable) to condole with the family of the dead in words like these; "May 
Allah forgive and have mercy on the dead! May He overlook his lapses! May he cause you 
all to endure the severe tragedy patiently and may He reward you all against this grief and 
affliction." The best words of condolence are that which the Prophet (^L.jUpist spoke: 


9 * i 

oJJS; 1 ^ 4U.n ^ • j l 


"To Allah belongs what He has takan away and that which He has given is also His. 
And for everything a time is determined with him." 

If a non-Muslim dies and his relative is a Muslim, then this is how condolence may be 
made with him; 'May Allah grant you much reward and enable you to endure patiently 
and in peace." 
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If the dead person was a Muslim but the relatives are non-Muslims then one may say. 
"May Allah forgive the dead and give you patience." 

If both the dead and the relatives are non-Muslims, then these like words are spoken, "May 
Allah recompense you and may He not reduce your family." 

Though it is allowed to stay home and abstain from one's occupation for three days 
because of the grief, yet it is better not to do so. It is forbidden to men to display grief be 
donning black garments, tearing their clothes ripping their clothes the collar. Woman may 
wear black garments. 

When any one dies, it is very wrong and sinful, smacking of the pre-Islamic customs, to 
exaggerate mourning by creating a scene, beating oneself, upsetting one's hair, throwing 
dust on oneself, beating one's chest and burning fire at the graves. 

There is nothing wrong in sending meal to the house where anyone has died but it is 
extremely wrong to borrow money for it and to suppose that it is very necessary. Similarly. 
It is very bad and wasteful to invite people to a meal on the third day. 

Those people who indulge in excessively meaningless deeds are very much misguided. 
They invite people as if to a wedding party. They must refrain from such things. 

Those men who apply perfume on the third day, imitate women because it is women who 
end their mourning on the third day and apply perfume. So, this too must be avoided. It is 
not forbidden because of the perfume but because it amounts to resemblance to women. 
Shari'ah (divine law) has disallowed any kind of resemblance to women. 

The etiquette of condolence is to offer salaam to the members of the house when one goes 
there to condole. He must shake hands and speak very humbly and mildly. He must 
refrain from fruitless and too much conversation. He must only comfort them, call upon 
them to be patient and peaceful. He must not laugh or smile. 

SECTION I 

THE PROPHET'S SORROW ON SON'S DEATH 
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1722. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that they went with Allah's Messenger and 

visited Abu Sayf, the smith, who was the husband of the wet-nurse of Ibrahim 
(the son of the Prophet Allah's Messenger (jUjUtltjLe took Ibrahim, 

kissed him and smelt him. Again, later they went in to visit him when Ibrahim 
was dying. The eyes of Allah's Messenger ^ j *!* i#> shed tears. So, Abdur 
Rahman ibn Awf asked, "And you, too, O Messenger of Allah?" He said, 

"O Ibn Awf, it is mercy." His eyes shed more tear and he said, "The eye weeps 
and the heart grieves. We speak only what pleases our Lord. And, we are grieved 
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at partying with you, O Ibrahim." 1 

COMMENTARY: The name of Abu Sayf was Bara. His wife was Khawlah Mundhir. She 
was from the Ansar, and the wet nurse of the Prophet's son, Ibrahim. He was a 

smith by profession. Ibrahim died when he was sixteen or seventeen months old. 

The Prophet had gone to the house of Ibrahim's wet nurse, took him in his lap 

and kissed him. The Prophet wept when he was dying and said that he was not 

weeping because of impatience but out of mercy for the child who was suffering. 

Anyone who has a heart will feel sympathy at such times. 

DEATH OF GRANDSON 
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1723. Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd narrated that the Prophet's ,*L-jUp<aa JU. 

daughter (Sayyidah Zaynab sent message to him that her son was dying and 

he must come to her. He sent his salaam to her, saying. "What Allah takes belongs 
to him and what He gives belongs to Him and there is with Him a time appointed 
for everything. So, be patient and seek reward from Allah." Again, she sent for him 
adjuring him to come to her. So, he got up and with him were Sa'd ibn Ubadah 
** Mu'adh ibn Jamal Ubayy ibn Ka'b Zayd ibn Thabit and 

some others. The child was lifted up to Allah's Messenger jl>, being on the 

point of death and panting. His eyes became moist with tears. So Sa'd <up -ii 
submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, why this?" He said, "This is mercy that Allah 
has placed in the hearts of His slaves. Indeed, Allah has mercy only on those of His 
slaves who are merciful." 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Sa'd had presumed that weeping is disallowed in 

every form. He thought that the Prophet pL-j U* iisi had forgotten and wept. The 
Messenger ju> of Allah enlightened him that his weeping was from compassion for 

the child. It was different from wailing and beating oneself. 

CRYING LOUDLY 

(Jtls o Saj Hl9 jj*L5 (^3|<lJljd£. J ISj cA JJLi J ^ 


1 Bukhari # 1303, Muslim # 26-2315, Abu Dawud # 3126, Ibn Majah # 1589, Musnad Ahmad 3-194. 

2 Bukhari # 1284, Muslim # 11-923, Abu Dawud # 3125, Nasa'i # 1868, Musnad Ahmad 5-204. 
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1724. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that (Sayyiduna) Sa'd ibn 

Ubadah a* in complained of sickness. So, the Prophet ^j aJp & visited him 

alongwith Abdur Rahman ibn Awf. Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas j and Abdullah ibn 
Mas'ud -up inwhen they come to him he was unconscious. The Prophet ( *JL<jaJp < 3>i j^> 
asked. Has he died?" they said, "No O Messenger of Allah." He wept (on seeing his 
condition).The other also wept on seeing him weep. He said, "Pay heed! Allah does 
not punish for the tear that the eye sheds and the grief that the heart harbours. But, 
he punishes for this" and he pointed to his tongue. "Or, He has mercy. Indeed the 
dead is punished for the weeping of his family over him." 1 
COMMENTARY: The concluding words of the hadith imply that if the dead person's 
family wail over him and shriek, the dead person is punished. 

This question will be discussed in the section III, In-sha-Allah. 
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1725. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger 

Up said, "He is not one of us who beats the cheeks, tears the garments at the 
front and shrieks as the shriek of the Jahiliyah (ignorance period)." 2 

COMMENTARY: The same warning applies to those who throw away their turban and cap 
or pull hair on their head or beard. 
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1726. Sayyiduna Abu Burdah narrated that (once) Abu Musa al-Ash'ari 

<*■ fell unconscious. So, his wife (Sayyidah) Umm Abdullah began to shriek 

in a terrifying voice. When he regained consciousness, he asked her, "do you not 
know?" And he narrated to her that Allah's Messenger <*ju>aJp3h had said, "I am 
absolved of anyone and rips clothing." 3 

COMMENTARY: Muslims must desist from doing such things as were customs of the 
jihiliyah. Allah's Messenger has said that he had nothing to do with people who 

perpetrate such things. 

WAILING IS BAD 



1 Bukhari # 1304, Muslim # 12-924. 

2 Bukhari # 1294, Muslim # 165-103, Tirmidhi # 999, Nasa'i # 1862, Ibn Majah # 1584, Ibn Majah # 
1584, Musnad Ahmad 1-432. 

3 Bukhari # 1296, Muslim # 167-104, Nasa'i # 1863, Ibn Majah # 1586. 
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1727. Sayyiduna Abu Maalik al-Ash'ary 4^-ai^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(J--j Up iki said, "Four things in my ummah are from the traits of the Jahiliyah 
(ignorance period) and they will not give them up. They are: boasting on singular 
trait, insulting others on their genealogy, seeking rain with the stars (astrology) and 
wailing." He added. "If a wailing woman does not repent before her death, then she 
will be made to stand on the day of resurrection having on herself clothing of pitch 
and a chemise of (itching) menage." 1 

COMMENTARY: The first is such a characteristic in a person as makes him regard himself 
to be superior, like bravery or courage or eloquence. The second is to find defects in 
another person's ancestors. There is no harm in bath of them if Islam is at the base of them. 
A Muslim may boast because of his Islam and another's disbelief. 

To seek rain with the stars is to subscribe to the belief that stars have an influence on 
weather and rain. It is forbidden to believe that stars in different houses in a horoscope 
spell rain and showers. Rather, when it rains, we must say that Allah has sent down rain 
as His favour. 

Wailing is to cry loudly and describe the dead with superb and imagined good qualities. 
This clothing of pitch will be like coulter and will emit a bad odour. A woman who wails 
and does not repent before death will have itching on the day of resurrection and that will 
be augmented with the chemise of mange. 
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1728. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet came by a woman 

weeping at a grave. He said. "Fear Allah (and do not wail). Show patience." She 
retorted, "Go away from me! You are not beset with my affliction," for, she did not 
know him. Then she was told. "He is the prophet (That was enough for 

her!) she went to his door but there was no doorkeeper. She said, 'I had not 
recognized you." He said, "Patience is (correct) only at the first strike." 2 
COMMENTARY: How true it is that one must heed what is spoken! It is not necessary to 
see who is speaking. The woman should have weighed in the words without considering 
who is speaker was. She would not have had to repent. 

The preferred patience which earns reward is one that is shown at the time of affliction. 
Later, a person learns to endure, after all and it makes no difference then. 

FORBIDDEN TO WAIL 


The forgoing ahadith make it amply clear that it is forbidden to wail, describe lofty 


1 Muslim # 29,434, Musnad Ahmad 5-342. 

2 Bukhari # 1283, Muslim # 15.926, Abu Dawud # 3124, Nasa'i # 1869, Tirmidhi # 987, Ibn Majah # 
1596, Musnad Ahmad 3-140. 
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attributes of the dead while wailing shrieking the while, beating the cheeks, ripping the 
clothing from the front, pulling the hair, shaving them, blackening the face, pouring dust 
over the head and doing all such things as are signs of lack of endurance. 


DEATH OF THREE CHILDREN OF MUSLIM 



(<uic 1 V} J ill 1 

1729. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"A Muslim whose three children die will not go to hell except to expiate the oath." 1 
COMMENTARY: The expiation of the oath refers to the Quran: 

SjVl 9 s>S^La ^ i j\J 


{And there is not one of you, but shall come to it....} (19:71) 

It is as though the words 'By Allah' are understood in the verse: 'there is no one who shall 
not enter hell,' though he may go in for a moment like lightening or breeze. The fact is that 
a bridge, called sirat, will be raised over hell. Everyone - Muslim or otherwise - will go 
over it. He may be pious or evil. The only difference is that the pious will pass over it 
smoothly into paradise but the evil will suffer harm and fall down into hell. 

The Muslim who loses three children will enter hell for only this moment to expiate the 
oath. Actually, he will not go into hell but go over the sirat which is the bridge over hell. 
He will not suffer any kind of punishment. 

This kind of expiation of oath is often heard in the conversation of the linguists. 


<S5 'J v USV' I (A JjijuLs j & ill I Ja I j j-ij jtl jtl istj <' vvr ‘ 1 ) 

s\jj J\ jii sill jjjj i i \ 4 \ c*M §i_mi ^Jisi siii v s i eJid 



1730. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( jL>j4 9 l*injLp 

said to some women of the Ansars, "If three children of anyone of you die and she 
hopes for reward from Allah then she will enter paradise." So, one of them 
submitted, "Or two, O Messenger of Allah?" He agreed, "Or two." 

According to another version: "There who had not attained puberty." 2 
COMMENTARY: The woman who loses three children does not wail but endures her loss, 
saying: 


(To Allah we belong and to Him is our return). She will enter paradise. 

She may go to paradise directly, or, after the intercession of her children. 

When a woman enquired about death of two children, The prophet received a 


1 Bukhari & 6656, Muslim # 150-2632, Tirmidhi # 1060, Nasa'i # 1856, Ibn Majah # 1603, Muwatta 
Maalik # 38 (Jana'iz) Musnad Ahmad 2-239. 

2 Bukhari # 1381, Muslim # 151-2632, Tirmidhi # 1059, Nasa'i # 1873, Ibn Majah # 1604, Muwatta . 
Maalik # 39, (Janai'z), Musnad Ahmad 2-510. 



123 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


Diving revelation that accepted the woman's plea. Or, he prayed to Allah for that and his 
prayer was granted. 

The stipulation that the children should be minor respects a woman's love for her young 
children more than for the grown ups. 

REWARD FOR PATIENCE 


dJxIlSj 




Vj.A^.XA.1 JSj jJ-aI Cj* 


1731. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah **.*»! ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said that Allah says, "when I take away from My believing slave his dear friend 
from among the worldly people and he hopes for reward from me, then I have for 
him nothing better than paradise as a reward." 1 
COMMENTARY: The dear friend could be children, parents, or such others. 

The hadith is about worldly people. If anyone devoted to the hereafter dies and this person 
shows patience then he earns much good fortune and honour. Allah will be please with 
him and Allah's pleasure is a great blessing. 

SECTION II 

CURSE ON ONE WHO WAILS & WHO LISTEN TO IT 




jG)i J6^Jli^uiuf5 0vrir) 


1732. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al Khudri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL-jUp cursed the woman who wai'ls and who listen to her. 2 
COMMENTARY: The wailing woman is one who describes the good qualities of the dead 
while crying aloud. Or, she is one who cries over the dead shrieking. 

The woman who listens to her is one who lends on ear to the wailing woman and likes her act. 


BELIEVER IS PATIENT AND GRATEFUL AT ALL TIMES 


jLj ^ Isij I jJZ j jll jll o?llj xii 6*j <' ^ 

juiiil (j fj f.^1 Lj SAJI . U. &5L&I . • ) l % SiJI ■ ^ a>3 


U> Vl (j I 

1733. Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abu waqqas narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "It is amazing with the believer. When good comes his way, he praises 
Allah and thanks Him. When distress afflicts him, he praises Allah and bears it 
patiently. So, the believer is rewarded in each of his affairs, even for the morsel that 
he raises to his wife's mouth." 3 

COMMENTARY: This hadith brings out the merit of the believer and his distinction which 
is a pride. 

He is ever grateful to Allah whatever overtakes him. And, he always praises Allah. Hence, 


1 Bukhari # 6422, Nasa'i # 1871, Musnad Ahmad 2-417. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3128, Musnad Ahmad 3-165. 

3 Musnad Ahmad 10182, Bayahqi Shab ul-Eeeman # 9951. 
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Allah rewards him for all his acts that are permissible. Of course, the things that he does 
must be dictated with honest and good intentions and hope to earn reward. For instance, 
the morsel he feeds his wife must be prompted with an intention to give her the right for 
which Allah has made him responsible and he desires to please Allah is this way. This 
seemingly simple permissible act will fetch him a mighty reward and blessing. 


EARTH & HEAVEN WEEP WHEN A BELIEVER DIES 


£■14-1)1 jLfolfc I 4.9 (Jli j a3 CJJ>9 oU Ijls 41a 4l4£ 


1734. Sayykhma Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"There is not a believer but there are two gates for him. By one his deeds ascend 
and by the other his provision descends. When he dies, both (the gates) weep for 
him. That is according to the words of Allah, the Exalted; 

(jpjVli £UiJ I djj Ui 

{So the heaven and the earth wept not for them, nor were they respited} (44:29) 

COMMENTARY: None of the two weeps for the disbeliever. But, heaven and earth, both, 
weep for the believer. 

TREASURE OF THE HEREAFTER 


0“2 ^ • j Ua id djlz 4DI «UI (Jj-lj (Jls (JLs Crt 1 Cj^S 


Ovro) 
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1735. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUf-ii said, 

"If anyone of my umtnah has two children who precede him (in death) then Allah 
will admit him to paradise because of them." Sayyidah Ayshah -ii ^j asked, 

"What, if one of your ummah have one child who precedes him?' He said, "And, he 
whose one child precedes him, O Muwaffaqah (fortunate one)!" She asked. "What 
of one who has no child precedes him?" He said, "I am the farat of my ummah who 
have never been afflicted by a loss to compare with (suffering) less of me." 1 
COMMENTARY: Farat is the man who precedes the caravan to their destination and makes 
arrangement for the members of the caravan for their provision, etc. In this hadith farat is 
the child who dies before attaining puberty. This child is called farat because he (or she) 
precedes its parents to paradise and arranges for them the bounties of paradise. It will 
intercede with Allah for its parents and take them to paradise. However. The farat in t he 
concluding sentence of the hadith 'I am farat/ Does not refer to their minor child. 


1 Tirmidhi # 1064, Musnad Ahmad # 3098. 
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The Prophet .Op & described Sayyidah Ayshah (rO as 'muwaffaqah' for her 
exceptional relationship, qualities and merits. It embraces all excellences for Allah caused 
her to ask about the good things. 

He said of himself that he was the intercessor for his ummah whom he would take to 
paradise. Reward is in proportion to affliction and hardship. The Prophet's 
departure from this world is an incomparable hardship and affliction. Every member of his 
ummah is hurt by his departure and this loss is enough treasure for them in the hereafter. 
REWARD FOR PATIENCE ON LOSS OF CHILDREN 

&l JIIjlUJI J3j jjJLJ Jl jt! 0vn > 

(3 ‘ J 9 0 jlJ^9 8(3^JJ5i9 ^ • J jj (3^*-* 

o 0 jJLj* j (3 JcLij. IJ^jI Jj L gi fw ^ j j 3~ 9 (3^® 1 jLs 


1736. Sayyiduna Abu Musa Al-Ash'ary _> narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(•JL-jaJp said, "When someone's child dies, Allah asks the angels, 'Did you take away 
the child of My slave?' They answer. 'Yes.' He asks, 'Did you taka away the fruit of 
his heart?' T hey say, 'Yes' He ask 'what did My slave say? 'They say, 'He praised 
you and said (ojwr'jAJtuijim) (we belong to Allah and to Him is our return). Then 
Allah say, 'Build for My slave a house in paradise and name it Bayt ul Hamd.' 1 
COMMENTARY: Bayt ul Hamd (House of Praise) is the name given because the man 
displayed exemplary servitude and even in times of tragedy, he showed patience and 
expressed gratitude. 

COMFORTING THE DISTRESSED 


<J±* &Z (3^ JlS ijJLZjSC j? cft-J ( ]vry ) 


<l£ \ >2'} *>• Crf V} t % < 19 V 1 jjb t3^®J 3 


1737. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud j narrated that Allah's Messenger in JLo 
said, "He who comforts one who is distressed will get a reward like the 
reward of the distressed." 2 

COMMENTARY: Here, the word 'distressed' covers affliction of different kinds through 
death, etc. Anyone who comforts such a distressed person is a means to get sting him to be 
patient and earning reward. So, he too gets that reward. For (Arabic) (one who guides to 
what is good is as the doer). This hadith is backed by: 


«La UsJ ! ajS 1 0-5 1 SUS'yjjL&flij eLfwl ts 


"If any believer exhorts his brother to be patient against, then Allah, the Glorious, 


1 Tirmidhi # 1023, Musnad Ahmad 4-415. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1078, Ibn Majah # 1602. 
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will attire him with a garment of excellence." (Ibn Majah # 1601) 




I Juft (Jlij I 


1738. Sayyiduna Abu Barzah ** -fit' j narrated that Allah's Messenger ,>L.j M 
said, "One who comforts a woman who has lost a child will be given to wear a 
: striped cloak in paradise." 1 


ARRANGING MEAL FOR THE BEREAVED 




J jJI JjjI J (_jjj9j\j| La J-iljl «x£fl Ullila 


1739. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Ja'far narrated that when news of death of 

(Sayyiduna) Ja'far arrived, the Prophet said, (to the people of the 

house), "Prepare food for the family of Jafar, for, there has come to them what keeps 
them occupied." 2 

COMMENTARY: It is mustahab (desirable) for the relatives and neighbours to send to the 
bereaved family meal enough for all of them for one day and one night to satiating point. 
Some authorities say that they must send the meal for three days. 

MAY OTHER PEOPLE EAT 

The ulama (Scholars) differ on this question. Some say that others at their home must not eat, 
but some others say that there is no harm if any visitor shares the meal with the bereaved. 

The ulama (Scholars) also say that those who send the meal must ensure that the family of the 
dead have eaten the food. In their occupation, they might overlook the meal or not like to eat. 
It is makruh (unbecoming) to prepare food for the wailing women, Sayyiduna Jabir 
said, "We regard this (serving food to wailing women) as a kind of wailing." Thus, it is 
clearly forbidden to prepare food for the wailing woman. 

Imam Ghazali said that it is makruh (unbecoming) to join in preparing the meal for this 
purpose for the bereaved. 

Mulla Ali Qari said that this thing is makruh (unbecoming) if the meal is not prepared 
from the property of the orphans or of anyone who is away. But, if it is prepared from the 
property of any one of them then it is forbidden. 

SECTION III 

THE DEAD IS PUNISHED IF ANYONE WAILS OVER HIM 


(y* (J jis 4JJI 4 UI 


)'» 






(wio 


<5^*) *Ls TQ 

1740. Sayyiduna Al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah narrated that he heard Allah's 

Messenger say. "He over whom any one wails will be punished on the 


1 Tirmidhi # 1078. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3132, Tirmidhi # 998, Ibn Majah # 1610, Musnad Ahmad # 1751. 
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day of resurrection for the waling over him." 1 

jjls <>3 dJ viJUi cJ ll I yl*.JJl 4-4 §>S£6^i (W1 ' } ■ 
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1741. Sayyidah Amrah bint Abdur Rahman narrated that she heard (Sayyidah) 
Ay shah say when told that Abdullah ibn Umar said that the dead 

is punished for the weeping of the living over them, "May Allah forgive Abu 
Abdur Rahman. Indeed, he does not lie, but has forgotten, or is mistaken. Allah's 
Messenger 1 J-e had merely passed by (the grave of) a Jewess and saw 

people weeping over her. So, he said, 'They weep over her while she is being 
punished in her grave." 2 


COMMENTARY: The Prophet said that those people were unaware that the 

woman was being. Punished in the grave. They wept for her love. He did not say that she 
was punished because of their weeping. Rather, she was being chastised as all infidels are. 
The ulama (Scholars) say that Sayyidah Ay shah's ** 1 objection was based on her 

deduction. She would have been correct if the Prophet Ju. saying was limited to 

only this occasion, but, in fact, his saying of this nature is narrated by many sahabah 
This question will be discussed against the next hadith 

Uisi-i llLi sis. y? vLL lLxIjj jl! ifeii q\ c£ 4^^ ufj (mT) 

jl j J lA <UI^" jl*9 U 4rl'i Jls LS>j44l 

fUl e^Jl jll ^Lj j jUs £j& aQ\ I A^lji 

’ISA Jl its I* fa djjl* jlil d>.k ji jjis JS u*l{t &?i jlil 

jll ill ouJ'Jll fVjl Cy 5 jiill 4^ii Jill jj> Ills t> l!f 

Ull jL*p\ ']j\ Jill viiil Jl Uil Jill k53d.il Jll 4^1 

jjlj jll ilj ^144^ b Jill 0U5.U Ij Sill IJ Jiii jli 44^1 

ols Ul9 JLis *dll v£*£sll s . • j l.4iic 3DI <41 

s±)l >Lj dj) J* Jh\ jj 4 j Ls *Jj|j V 5 X 31 cJlil 1*4X4*14] ojft 


1 Bukhari # 1291, Muslim # 28.933, Tirmidhi # 1000, Musnad Ahmad 2-61. 

2 Bukhari # 1289, Muslim # 27.932, Abu Dawud # 3129, Tirmidhi # 1006, Nasa'i # 1056, Ibn Majah # 
1595, Muwatta Maalik # 37, 0ana'iz), Musnad Ahmad 2-38. 
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1742. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abu Mulaykah **<3*^*, narrated that a daughter of 
(Sayyiduna) Uthman ibn Affan died in Makkah. They went to participate 

in the funeral and Ibn Umar and Ibn Abbas were also there. He sat 

between them. Abdullah ibn Umar A^isi^j asked Amr ibn Uthman who 

was facing him to prevent them (his folk) from weeping, because Allah's 
Messenger had disclosed that the dead is punished for the weeping of 

people over him. Ibn Abbas said that Umar used to say something 

like that and he related an experience during his journey from Makkah with 
Umar ** when they saw some riders standing in the shade of a gum-acacia 
three at al-Bayda. Umar asked him to go and find out who the riders were. 

He found Suhayb among them and reported his finding to Umar a* in 

who instructed him to fetch him. He went back to Suhayb and asked him 

to come and meet the amir ul mumineen. 

Later, when Umar was wounded (in Madinah), Suayb came weeping 

and lamented, "O brother, O chief! (what has happened!)" Umar A^in^ reproached 
him (even in his wounded condition), "O Suhayb, do you weep over me while 
Allah's Messenger did say, indeed, that the dead will surely be punished 

for some of weeping of his family over him." 

(Sayyiduna) Ibn Abbas added that when Umar A^iti^j died, he mentioned 

that to (Sayyidah) Ayshah A^ia^. She exclaimed, "May Allah have mercy on Umar! 
No, by Allah, never did Allah's Messenger ( *L’jAj*ist tf u say that the dead will surely 
be chastised for the weeping of his family over him. But, (he did say) that Allah 
does increase the chastisement to the disbeliever because of the weeping of his 
family over him." Then (Sayyidah) Ayshah said, "The (verdict of the ) 

Quran should suffice you: 



{And no bearer of burden shall bear the burden of another} (6:164,17:15,35:18,39:7) 
(Sayyiduna) Ibn Abbas A^in^j said, after that, (Indeed) Allah is He who makes one 
to laugh and to weep." (A reference to 53:43, He meant to say that the implication of 
that verse was like what he said.) 

Then, (Sayyiduna) Ibn Abu Mulaykah concluded his narration, "Ibn Umar 

A^ibi^j said nothing (on hearing this)." 1 2 

COMMENTARY: 2 At the time of the salah (prayer) of fajr on Wednesday 26 th Dhul HIjjah 23 
AH, as Sayyiduna Umar stood in the mihrab and commenced the salah (prayer) 


1 Bukhari # 1286, Muslim # 23-927. 

2 See also hadith # 1724,1742. 
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suddenly the slave of Sayyiduna Mughirah ibn Shu'bah Abu Luluah who was 

lying in wait behind him pounced on him with a large dual edged knife. He struck on his 
ribs and hit him six times in all. Sayyiduna Umar fell down and was carried home. 

News of his killing spread all over Madinah like wild fire and people thronged at his 
house. Sayyiduna Suhayb was one of them. He saw Sayyiduna Umar in a 

pool of blood and was stunned and cried involuntarily, saying. "O brother, O chief!" But, 
he did not wail He neither shrieked nor was his. voice sing song. Sayyiduna Umar 
nevertheless, asked him to desist lest he transgress and violate the Shari'ah (divine law). 
Sayyidah Ayshah did not deny the hadith but rejected the deduction of Sayyiduna 

Umar from the hadith. The hadith itself is sahih and there is no doubt about it. 

Sayyiduna Umar and Abdullah deduced that the dead person is punished for the 

weeping of his people over him whether he is a believer or an un believer. 

Sayyidah Ayshah said that these words of the Prophet Muhammad are 

about disbelievers. A disbeliever is punished anyway whether his folk weep over him or 
not. Of course, if they weep then his punishment is augmented because he feels pleased 
when they weep. So much so that some of the disbelievers left dying instruction that 
mourning should be observed on their death. 

Sayyidah Ayshah relied for her opinion on the verse (6:164) 


<jj> 


{No bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another} 

The sin of anyone cannot be recorded against another person and, hence, no one else can be 
punished for the sin of a sinner himself. If the folk of the dead weep or wail, it is their deed, 
why should their doing be recorded against the dead person?" why should he be punished 
for their sins. 


Then, Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas too upheld the verdict of Sayyidah Ayshah ^> 

saying that a person's laughing and weeping, his pleasure and displeasure are all from 
Allah who alone has created them. Hence, how is weeping liable to be punished? 

However, this suggestion of Ibn Abbas is untenable, for every deed of the creatures 

is created by Allah. A person only does it and reward or punishment follows on it. For 
instance, if anyone laughs on seeing another Muslim out of happiness then he earns 
reward, but if he laughs to ridicule him then he commits a sin. In the same manner are 
other things, like happiness and sorrow, for they may got reward or punishment. Hence, 
the suggestion of Ibn Abbas ** it can be worthy if 'laughing and weeping' are 
involuntary, but if laughing or weeping is at the person's discretion then reward or 
punishment will follow. 

Sayyiduna Ibn Umar -it ^j said nothing on hearing Ibn Abbas not because he 

conceded to the opinion of Ibn Abbas but because he decided to end the discussion 

in the fashion of the learned. 


DO NOT WEEP OVER THE DEAD 

> ,c. ? 


djic I^jjI p.\£. (1Ovif) 
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1743. Sayyidah Ayshah in narrated that when the Prophet in JL> was 

informed of the martyrdom of (Sayyiduna) Ibn Harithah Ja'far ^in^q and 

Ibn Rawahah A^in^j (in the battle of Mutah) he sat down, grief apparent on him. 
She looked at him from the crevice of the door. A man came to him and spoke of the 
weeping of the women of Ja'far -upin^j. So, he instructed the man to forbid them 
from weeping and he went but came a second time for they did not obey. He again 
sent him to prevent them (from weeping). He came a third time, saying, "By Allah, 
they have got the better of us, O Messenger of Allah's (Sayyidah) Ayshah iftpin^j 
thought that he said, "pour dust in their mouths. She exclaimed thereupon (to the? 
man), "May Allah humble you! You could not do what Allah's Messenger -a* in ju> 
commanded you to do and you also did not cease to irk him." 1 


COMMENTARY: The words 'pour dust in their mouths' perhaps are a figurative speech to 
say, 'Leave them alone. They are in a state of shock when advice will have no effect on them; 


&& &5 **&V gj 44 / ciii idsjjf 6U10 dill Ids 41 cAj 
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1744. Sayyidah Umm Salamah A^in^j narrated that when Sayyiudna Abu Salamah 
A^in^j died, she thought that he was a stranger in an alien land so she would weep 
for him such a weeping as would be exemplary. Thus, she prepared for the weeping 
over him, when, behold! A woman arrive with intention to join and help her. But, 
Allah's Messenger confronted her (before she came in) and asked, "Is it 

your aim to bring the devil into a house from which Allah has thrown him out 
twice?" She, therefore, refrained from weeping and wept not (as Shari'ah (divine 
law) has disallowed). 2 


COMMENTARY: Perhaps Sayyidah Umm Salamah did not know till then that it 

was disallowed to weep aloud and to wail otherwise she would not have done that which 
Shri'ah had forbidden. 

The devil was cast out from the house when Abu Salamah had thrown out disbelief 

and polytheism to embrace Islam. The second time the devil was cast when Abu Salamah 
departed from the dark, ignorant world with faith and Islam. 


1 Bukhari # 1299, Muslim # 30.935, Nasa'i # 1847, Musnad Ahmad 6.59. 

2 Muslim # 10.922. 
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WAILING NOT ALLOWED 
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1745. Sayyiduna an-Numan ibn Bashir narrated that (Sayyiduna) Abdullah ibn 

Rawahah (fell ill so much that he) fainted. His sister, Amrah, wept (profusely) and 
shrieked, "O mountain how sad! O this and that how sad! O this and that how sad! O 
such and such how Sad!" She recounted his goodness. When he regained 
consciousness, he said, 'You did not say anything but I was asked, "Are you like that?" 
Another version also has: when he died, she did not weep over him. 1 




t^-4-o (S-2 U (Jjij J^-^3 <£& 3131 jdJl Jj-ij Jll ^ jJ> (j\ t£~3 OYfV) 
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1746. Sayyiduna Abu Musa narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger U*i»'JLo 

(4-j say, "If anyone dies and anyone mourning for him says, 'O the mountains! O 
the chief!' or something like that, then Allah appoint over him two angels who beat 
him on the chest and ask him, 'where you like that?' 2 
COMMENTARY: The dead, in the hadith, could also mean the dying. 

Previously, this question has been discussed against the hadith # 1742 and # 1724. More 
discussion follows here. 

Allahmah (leaned Scholar) Suyuti has said in sharh us Sudur about he hadith (# '742); 
'The dead is punished for the keeping of his people over him, that different opinions are 
expressed about it. He has enumerated the various versions in sequence. 

(1) This hadith means what is apparent from its words and is absolute, 

irrespective of whether or not there is a will about it, or the dead is a 
disbeliever or not. If anyone wails over the dead then the dead is punished. 
This is Suyyiduna Umar and Ibn Umar interpreted it. 

(2) The dead person is no it subjected at all, to punishment for the weeping of 
his folk. 

(3) Punishment depends on the situation. The dead person already undergoes 
when his folk are weeping over him, but the punishment is not because of 
their weeping. Rather it is because of his sins and evil deeds. 

(4) This hadith is specifically about the disbelievers. 

Both the foregoing interpretations belong to Sayidah Ayshah > 

(5) This hadith and the warning are particularly about the person whose 
people are used to wailing. This is the contention of Imam Bukhari. 

(6) This hadith is about one who instructs his folks and heirs to wail over him 


1 Bukhari # 4267. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1005, Ibn Majah # 1594, Musnad Ahmad # 19737. 
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after his death. 

(7) This hadith concerns one who does not instruct his folk not to wail over 
him knowing that they are liable to observe wailing after his death, it is 
wajib (expedient) for such people to forbid their folk to wail after them. 

(8) The dead is punished when his folk wail over him and say about him such 
thing as are evil in the eyes of Shari'ah (divine law), as people during the 
Jahiliyah (ignorance period) said about their dead, 'O you who have 
rendered women widows.' 'O who have orphaned children.' 'O who have 
ruined the house/ 

(9) Punishment is the wrath of the angels because of describing the dead in the 
mentioned manner while weeping. 

(10) When the family of the dead wail, the dead is subjected to punishment in 
his grave. 

Some people say that punishment means the weeping of bereaved in a wrong way not 
valid in Shari'ah (divine law). Then the dead experienced a severe spiritual pain and he is 
grieved. It is like when a soul goes from the world to the barzakh, the souls that are already 
there ask the new comer about their people in the world. If one of them gets an adverse 
report of its relatives committing sin then it feels grieved and sad If the report discloses that 
they are pious then the concerned soul it elated. 

In short, if the dead person is himself responsible for the wailing, in any way, then the 
punishment mentioned in the hadith will be deemed to be in its real meaning. If they wail, 
he will be punished. 

If the dead is not responsible in any way and does not like such things, then punishment will 
mean that he will be grieved. He might be grieved when he is on the point of death, or after 
death and he might be a disbeliever or a Muslim. In this regard, all are equally effected. 

In this way, the verse of t he Quran (6:164) and the absolute ahadith on this subject are 
reconciled. 


WEEPING WITHOUT SHRIEKING 


34)1 U jLj & & t Ja <1)1 JJ45 dj IA vLjs 6U Jl 0 V1V) 

^ • j ts (_)&■$ *bJ) $JJ 1 (JO-k 1&3 

j J Utfw l iSjL&a i L ASJ \J 4Jja IJ 


1747. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ narrated that someone of the family of 
Allah's Messenger died. The women gathered and wept for the dead. Sayyiduna 
Umar stood up and forbade them (the relatives) and drove away others (the 

strangers). Allah's Messenger said, "Leave them alone, O Umar, for the 

eyes weep, the heart aches and affliction is recent." 1 


COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Umar stopped the woman because he thought they 

might exceed and begin to shriek. The Prophet advised him to let women vent 

their natural feelings and not curb their innate emotions. 


1 Nasa'i # 1859, Ibn Majah # 1587, Musnad Ahmad 2-444. 
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1748. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas a^M^j narrated that when (Sayyidah) Zaynab 
daughter of Allah's Messenger ^-.jAifriii^u died, the women wept. But (Sayiduna) 
Umar beat them with his whip. Allah's Messenger ^ja^Ai ju> put him back 

with his hands, saying, "Be mild, O Omar." To the woman, he said, "Beware of the 
shrieking of the devil." Then, he said, "That which is from the eye and from the 
heart is from Allah's Mighty and Glorious, and represents mercy. But, that which is 
from the hand and the tongue is from the devil." 1 
COMMENTARY: The hand is instrumental in beating oneself, slapping, tearing clothing, 
etc. The tongue wails, shrieks and utter that Allah does not like. 


ONE YEAR'S VIGIL OVER GRAVE 


JSJ aI.£oj\3 CjAsL| cjLs bJ jb l2A£> (j£^bA3i u^S 
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1749. Imam Bukhari $a *»-j narrated in a ta'liq from (without a line of transmission) 
that when Sayyiduna Hasan son of (Sayyiduna) Hasan ibn Ali died, his 

wife pitched a tent over his grave for one year when she dismantled it. (At that) she 
heard a voice shout, "Did they find what they had last?" Another (voice) replied, 
"Rather they are dejected, and have departed! 2 
COMMENTARY: The son of Sayyiduna Hasan ibn Ali was also named Hasan 

When he died, his wife erected a tent and lived in it over the grave for one year. She 
refreshed his memory every day. 

Perhaps, she did it to have his friends, etc assemble there for praying for him. 


A CUSTOM OF JAHILIYAH (IGNORANCE PERIOD) 

* * > # " 
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1750. Sayyiduna Imran ibn Husayn and Sayyiduna Abu Barzah ** '& 

narrated that they accompanied Allah's Messenger to a funeral. He saw 


1jSi^j j 4 =s*i ijli.ll 


1 Musnad Ahmad 1-335. 

2 Bukhari Book of Funerals Chapter # 61, heading. 
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there some people who had removed their cloaks and were walking in (their) shirts. 
Allah's Messenger asked, 'Will you stick to the doings of the Jahiliyah 

(ignorance period)?" Or "will you resemble the people of the jahiliyah(ignorance 
period) in what they did? I had resolved to pray against you that you return (home) 
in an appearance different from yours" They took their cloaks and did never return 
to that (practice). 1 

COMMENTARY: In ancient times people wore a cloak over their shirts. The pre-Islamic 
people removed in to show their state of grief. 

Teebi j pointed out that this seemingly minor neglect invited a serious warning, so we 
can imagine the fate of those who follow more complex and prohibited customs. 


WHEN SHARI'AH (DIVINE LAW) IS VIOLATED DO NOT ACCOMPANY THE FUNERAL 


(*LaJ 




1751. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar ** in ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL.j -Up -&> 
forbade going with a funeral that had a wailing woman with it. 2 
COMMENTARY: While it is sunnah (as per prophet's teaching) to walk with the sunnah (as 
per prophet's practice), yet this sunnah (Practice of Holy Prophet ^L>j -Up i/^) may be 
abandoned when anything contrary to sunnah (Prophet's teaching) is perpetrated. 


NEW BORN WILL TAKE PARENTS TO PARADISE 
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1752. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah M narrated that a man said to him that his 
(young) son had died and he was sorrowful over that. He asked, "Have you heard 
anything from your friend, may Allah's blessing and peace be on him, that may 
comfort us concerning our dead." He said, "Yes. I heard him, may Allah's blessing 
and peace be on him say that their young children will be like (**Ji ipa juk’s/i) 
da'amis of paradise. When one of them meet his (or her) father, he will grasp the 
edge of his garment and not let go will he is admitted to paradise." 3 
COMMENTARY: Da'amis is the plural of .Da'amus. (At the end of this commentary. We 
reproduce the relative paragraph from lane's lexicon against the word) 

The dead child is compared to da'mus because it will roam about in paradise. There will be 
no restriction in paradise in children's movement just as there is no bar on children in the 
world. They can enter any house, any place and will not be stopped. 

This hadith mentions only father perhaps because the subject concerned a father. 
However, the child will also get its mother admitted to paradise. Indeed, some ahadith 


1 Ibn Majah # 1458. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1583. 

3 Muslim # 154-2635, Musnad Ahmad 2-488. 
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mention both the parents. 

(The following paragraph is extracted from Lane's Lexican Book I part 3 p 883 - Translation:) 
{jo A certain animalcule that dives in water or a certain black animalcule that 

scrims upon water: or a certain worm (ajja), that is in pools left by torrents when their water 
sinks into the earth; or a certain worm («*>*) having two heads, seen in water when it 
becomes little in quantity; and (^uo) [Hence app..] One who much into affair; who 

is a frequent visitor of kings. And hence, (^i^ipjju&’sii) meaning [Infants will be] roomers 
in Paradise; they will not be debarred from any dwelling; a trad.; but the words occurring 
in a trad of Abo-Hurayrah are. (^i^ua^jUuo) [Your little children] 

REWARD WHEN CHILDREN DIE 
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1753. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed ** narrated that a woman come to Allah's 

Messenger and submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, the men do benefit 

from your sayings. So, do set us aside a day with yourself that we may come to you 
on it and you may teach us from what Allah has taught you." He said, "Assemble all 
of you on such and such a day at such and such a place." Accordingly, they did 
assembled there and he came to them and imparted to them some of the knowledge 
that Allah had taught him. Thereafter, he said, "If three children of a woman among 
you die before her then they will be a before her then they will be a barrier from 
hell for her." A woman among them asked, "O Messenger of Allah, or two?" She 
asked that twice. He said, "Also two, two, two!" 1 
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1754. Sayyiduan Mu'adh ibn Jabal narrated that Allah's Messenger JL> 

(JL—said, 'If three (children) of a Muslim couple die then Allah will admit them to 
paradise because of His exclusive mercy on them" The sahabah (companions) 

asked, "O Messenger of Allah, or two?" He agreed, "Or two!" They again asked, 
"Or one?" Then he continued, "By Him in whose hand is my soul, surely the foetus 


1 Ibn Majah # 1605, Musnad Ahmad 5-241. 
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(or the abortion) will pull its mother to paradise by its umbilical cord when she 
regards (the loss as) a mean of reward (and observes patience )." 1 
COMMENTARY: The mother had not yet established a motherly relationship with the 
adoration. In spite of that, their relationship is said to be joined by the umbilical cord. 
Imagine the reward that will accrue to the mother when her infant, whom she has given 
her love, dies. 


jS jJpi cA ^ JjJo jis jti cA cAj (woo) 


^iA $1 Jib gdij jtl \ ji£\ jlil cA \£% i-Lii jiis 

ljj& (Jbj 4Ji.La (jjl J eljj — 1-La.ljJ Jls C.*iJi9 JCLi 


1755. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud j narrated that Allah's Messenger <fi» JLo 

said, 'He who is predeceased by three minor children will find them as a 
strong fortress for him against the fire." (Sayyiduna) Abu Dharr ^ said, "I have 
been predeceased by two." He said, "And, two!" Then, Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b 
(whose kunyah was) Abu Mundhir, the chief, of the reciters of the Quran, said, "I 
have lost one child ahead of me/ He said, "And, one also !" 2 
(Tirmidhi also has; "But that is only if patience is shown at the first shock. 

45 Jil i CA\kijjLj & 4JJ! $5 &Lj Iji cAj 0 VOT) 
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1756. Sayyiduna Qurrah al-Muzani <3*i narrated that a man used to visit the 
Prophet 5 JL.jUfi.i 1 ! along with one of his sons. The Prophet (jUjUPifl^ asked him, 
"Do you love him (so much that you keep him with you always)?" He said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah love you as I love him." Then, the Prophet u*iii 

missed him and asked (people) what had happened to the man's son. They said, 
"O Messenger of Allah, he has died." So, Allah's Messenger asked (the 

man when they met), "would you not love to meet him at whichever the gates of 
paradise you come (on the day of resurrection)?" Someone asked, "O Messenger of 
Allah, does this apply to him alone or to all of us?" He said, "Rather, to all of you ." 3 

ABORTION WILL TAKE ITS PARENTS TO PARADISE 

jdbi jlii 1 vjA Jsiiii 4&&1 J* *iji jjJo jiS ji! c^<!Aj ()vov) 


1 Ibn Majah # 1604, Musnad Ahmad 5-241. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1063, Ibn Majah # 1606, Musnad Ahmad # 4077, (Adopted from Tirmidhi, Darul Isha'at 
Karachi). 

3 Musnad Ahmad 5-35. 
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1757. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger Ju* said that the 

aborted child will argue with its Lord when He sends its parents to hell. It will be 
told, "O the aborted child who argues with its Lord, take your parents to paradise." 
So, it will pull them with its umbilical cord and bring them into paradise. 1 

PATIENCE IS REWARDED WITH PARADISE 
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1758. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that the Prophet said that 

Allah, Blessed and Exalted, says, "O son of Aadam, if you exercise patience and 
seek reward at the first shock, I shall not be pleased for you with a reward lesser 
than paradise." 1 2 


MERIT OF ISTIRJA 
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1759. Sayyiduna Husayn ibn Ali j narrated that the Prophet Ju> said, 'If 

a Muslim man or woman suffers a hardship and recalls it, even after a long period 
of time and says: 


ijjLxlj $£)], ls|5 aIj. Ul 


(We belong to Allah and to Him is our return). 

Allah, Blessed and Exalted, renews a reward whenever it is said like the reward for it on 
the day he was afflicted." 3 
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1760. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "When the thong of someone's sandal breaks, let him say; 




(To Allah we belong and to him is our return) 
because this too is one of the afflictions." 4 

COMMENTARY: This means that even if one faces a simple, ordinary difficulty, he must 


1 Ibn Majah# 1597. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1608. 

3 Musnad Ahmad 1-201, 

4 Bayhaqi in Sha'b ul Eeman # 9693. 



38 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


ecite the istirja. Once, a lantern blow off, so the Prophet recited this verse of the 

2uran - (2:156) 

GREAT DISTINCTION OF THIS UMMAH 
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1761. Sayyiduna Umm Darda *» -i' narrated that she heard Sayyiduna Abu as- 
Darda say that he heard Abu al-Qasim say that Allah, Blessed and 

Exalted, said, "O Easa, I shall send after you an utnntah who will praise Allah when 
what pleases them takes place with them, and who will seek their reward from 
Allah and exercise patience when that which displeases them afflicts them, though 
they will not possess forbearance and intelligence." So, he asked, "My Lord, how 
will it be without having forbearance and intelligence?" He said, "I shall grant 
them some portion of My forbearance and knowledge." 1 
COMMENTARY: Here, ummah means the obedient and righteous followers of the Prophet 
jLo. That they will not possess intelligence and forbearance means that they will 
lose these things because of distress. Yet they will show endurance and seek reward. In the 
absence of these two traits a person cannot endure yet they will be enabled to do so. Allah 
will cause them to have the two traits without efforts, as His own grant. 


CHAPTER - VIII 

VISITING GRAVES 

The ahadith in this chapter, as well as the aathar, speak of the merit and etiquette of 
visiting graves. The relative rules and issues are also given place here. The purpose of 
visiting graves and what is achieved on going there will be brought out, too. 

SECTION I jyjijjdit 

MUSTAHAB (DESIRABLE) TO VISIT GRAVES 
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1762. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "I had forbidden you to visit graves, but you may (now) visit them. I had 
forbidden you to (store and) eat flesh of sacrificial animals beyond three days, but 
you may (now) store that as long as you please. I had forbidden you nabidh except 


1 Bukhari in Sha'b ul Eeman # 9953. 
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(to drink) in a waterskin so you may drink in all kinds (of vessels), but not drink 
what intoxicates." 1 

COMMENTARY: In early Islam, the Prophet had forbidden visit to graves 

because the Jahiliyah (ignorance period) was recent and not totally out of minds. It was 
possible that visitors to graves might perpetrate what disbelievers and associators did. 
Later, when Islam had set in, he permitted visit to graves. The ulama (Scholars) agree that it 
is mustahab (desirable) to visit graves. The heart softens and one remembers death. 
Moreover, it is sunnah (as per teaching of Holy Prophet to pray for mercy and 

forgiveness of the dead in the graveyard. The Prophet used to visit graves of the 

Baqi and offer salaam to t he dead and pray for them. 

WOMEN VISITING GRAVES 

The ulama (Scholars) differ on whether women may visit graves or the initial command 
forbidding visit to graves continues to be applied to them. The correct ruling is that women 
are allowed to visit the grave of the Prophet only, but it is not proper for them 

to visit g raves of other people. 

This question has been discussed in the commentary against the hadith # 740 in the chapter 
on mosques, etc. The juristic traditions are also cited there. 

KINDS OF VISITS 

With regard to purpose, there are many reasons for visiting grave. 

(i) Only to think of death and the hereafter. To achieve this, it is enough to see 
the graves without worrying about who the dweller is and how he 
behaved in life. 

(ii) To make supplication, seek forgiveness and consign reward and so on. 
This is masnun for every Muslim. 

(iii) To receive blessing. To achieve this, graves of saintly men and spiritual 
leaders should be visited because there are many blessings from them 
while they are in the barzakh. 

(iv) To give rights of the relatives and friends, like parents and so on. According 
to hadith Abu Nu'aym, "If anyone visits the graves of his parents or one of 
them on Friday, then this act will be like performing hajj." 

(v) To promote or respect religious fraternity and love. According to hadith, 
"If anyone comes to the grave of any believing brother and offers him 
salaam and prays for him, then the dead person recognizes him and 
responds to his salaam (greetings)." 

MANNER AND COMMAND 

(i) If anyone goes to a grave to pray for his forgiveness and to consign reward 
to him, he must stand opposite to the face of the grave-dweller with his 
face towards the grave and back towards the qiblah. 

(ii) At the grave, he must first offer salaam to the grave-dweller. 

(iii) He must not touch the grave. 

(iv) He must not kiss the grave. 

(v) He must not bow in respect opposite the grave, nor must he prostrate to it. 

(vi) He must not wipe the dust of the grave on his face as the Christians do. 


1 Muslim # 106.977, Abu Dawud # 3698, Nasa'i # 2032, Musnad Ahmad 1-145. 
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It is extremely misguided and wrong to do anything that has no sanction in Shari'ah 
(divine law). 

It is not makruh (unbecoming) to recite the Quran near the grave. 

It is mustahab (desirable), if any one dies, to recite there surah al-Ikhlas seven times and 
consign its reward to the grave-dweller. 

It is more meritorious to visit graves on Friday particularly in the early part of the day. This 
is what people with the two sacred cities of Makkah and Madinah. They visited al-Thalla 
and al-Baqi early on Friday. 

It is also stated that the dead is granted more knowledge and perception on Friday than on 
any other day so that the grave-dweller recognizes the visitors to his grave on Friday better 
than on any other day. 

As stated previously, graves should not be trodden on unnecessarily. 

It is mustahab (desirable) that some charity should be given in Allah's name for seven days 
after death of someone on behalf of the dead. 

The meat of the sacrificial animal was not allowed to be stored beyond three days in early 
Islam because of extreme poverty. Everyone could not make a sacrifice. People were 
encouraged to share to flesh of sacrificial animals with the poor. When Allah brought the 
Muslims out of poverty into affluency, this order was rescinded. 

Nabidh is a kind of wine. Dates or grapes are soaked in water for some days. The result is 
an intoxicating drink. Nabidh is a permitted drink for as long as it does not turn into an 
intoxicant. In early Islam, the Prophet had advised that nabidh should be kept 

in waterskins because a waterskin is thin and nabidh does not turn into an intoxicant in it 
rapidly. He disallowed that nabidh should be kept in any other vessel because it ferments 
very quickly in them and becomes an intoxicating drink. Since wine had been forbidden 
recently, it was feared that people would turn to nabidh for intoxication. When people had 
adjusted themselves to teetotalism, the Prophet ^j & Ju> allowed that nabidh may be 
drunk in any vessel but he made it clear that it is allowed only till it does not intoxicate. 
The prohibition does not concern a vessel but only intoxication. 

PROPHET (jLijUfriiijLo AT HIS MOTHER'S GRAVE 
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1763. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (*Jvisited 

his mother's grave. He wept and caused those around him to weep. He said, "I 
sought permission of my Lord that I might make istighfar for my mother but 
permission was not given to me. And I sought His permission that I might visit her 
grave, and it was granted to me. So, visit graves. That reminds one of death." 1 
COMMENTARY: The name of the Prophet's mother was Aamnah. When he was 

six years old, she took him to Madinah to meet her parents. When she was returning to 
Makkah, she died at Abwa a place on the way. She was buried there. Once the Prophet -foJL* 


1 Muslim # 108,976, Abu Dawud # 3234, Nasa'i # 2032, Ibn Majah # 1572, Musnad Ahmad 2.441. 
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went to her grave but was overtaken by grief to such an extent that he cried very 
much. Those people who were with him were overwhelmed too and began to cry with him. 

THE PROPHETS fL .PARENTS 

We learn from this hadith that the Prophet's ,»i-.jUp-aii ju parents died as disbelievers. This is 
what the earlier scholars say. However, later day scholars have proved that they were 
Muslims. They have suggested three possibilities of their Islam. 

(i) They followed the religion of Prophet ( *L.j* ; Jp-fiii JU> Ibrahim f%JiUp. 

(ii) They never received the message of Islam and died during the days of 
fatrah (the period when there was no Prophet, between prophet Easa *4* 

and Prophet Muhammad ^jU^-fin^U. 

(iii) Allah received t hem on the prayer of the Prophet ^jAjpdju (as a miracle) 
for so much time that they could express belief (in Islam and) the Prophet's 
messengership. However, the hadith about this is itself da'if (weak) but it 
is made correct and hasan through a number of lines of transmission. 

This thing was unknown to the earlier scholars but Allah disclosed it to the later day 
scholars. Suyuti in has sat at rest doubts of the dissenters in this regard with sound 
arguments in his writings. 

Since this issue is very delicate, the ulama (Scholars) decide that silence should be observed 
about it. Allah alone knows the correct thing. 

WHAT TO SAY AT GRAVEYARD 


jUiJl jl 




d ah jUs j.L & i *C£ i!jj J 6* -jbjJi jj>\ J.&B 




1764. Sayyiduna Buraydah -up -fin narrated that Allah's Messenger pL*j Up -fin 
taught them to s$y when they went to the graveyards: 


SguJi JiTLSJf 


"Peace be on you, O the occupiers of the dwellings, among the believers and t he 
Muslims. And, we, insha Allah, shall join you. We pray to Allah for security for 
ourselves and for you." 1 

SECTION II 


jlSj SljJ -^VL iAi dll jiil J.&j d dll Jdl Jit b 



1765. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -up- fin narrated that the Prophet ( *U jUpii passed by 

some graves in Madinah. He faced them and said: 


1 Muslim # 104-957, Ibn Majah # 1547, Musnad Ahmad 5-353. 
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liib jIS {diii gt|d5i jjrf b 


"Peace be on you, O dwellers of the graves! May Allah forgive us and you! You 
have preceded us while we shall follow." 1 

COMMENTARY: It is mustahab (desirable) for anyone to turn his face towards the face of the 
dead person before conveying salaam to him. He must continue to do it while praying and 
reciting surah al-FAtihah. The ulama (Scholars) are one about it, except Ibn Hajar j who 
says that while making supplication and reciting surah al-Fatihah it is mustahab (desirable) 
to face the qiblah. 

Mazhar said that visiting a dead person is like meeting him while he was alive. Hence, 
when visiting a dead or his grave, one should face his body or his grave just as one did face 
him in his life. Also, the same manners and methods must be observed as were done during 
his lifetime. For example, if during his lifetime, one respected him and did not sit very close 
to him then the same thing must be done at his grave and one should stand or sit at a 
distance. If one was very close in life then at the grave too one must stand or sit very close. 

At the grave one must recite surah al-Fatihah (once) and surah al-Ikhlas three times and 
convey the reward to the dead and make supplication for him. But, he must not touch the 
grave or kiss it because this is what the Christian do. Also, one must not prostrate oneself at 
the grave, nor how, to more round it is very sinful, and contrary to the precession of Islam. 

SECTION III dJfiit 

THE PROPHET ^WENT TO THE GRAVEYARD TOWARDS THE END OF 

THE NIGHT 






1766. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that every such night when it was her turn 

with Allah's Messenger JL» he went toward the last portion of the night to 

al-Baqi these he would say: 


LSo HL)i ^ • j l. bjj ^ < J jXa .jjg \$£ ^ < J 9 is JjJ bs jj± (jlj 




AjjS\ & sU'J 


"Peace be on you, the house of the believing people. That which was promised to 
you will come to you tomorrow. Respite is given to you. And, we shall, insha Allah, 
join you. O Allah, forgive the dwellers of Baqi al-gharqad." 2 
COMMENTARY: Al-Baqi is where are the graves of the people of Madinah. This graveyard 
is also called Janat ul Baqi. There are many trees of Gharqad here. This is why it is called in 
this supplication Baqi ul Gharqad. (Gharqad is a species of tree, large and perhaps Thorny). 


1 Tirmidhi # 1053. 

2 Muslim # 102, 974, Nasa'i # 2039. 
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jif JU131 cjji jls ^iiSl sjb_} g ^iS 1 m JjJb b jjll i£jfe 6*J < mv > 

J.SG &i pC£ ^1 bjj iL &I J o^hL&j ofeaj^l 6s ^b,pl 

O-i—o«b j)>sij 

1767. Sayyidah Ayshah if* i# ^j narrated that she asked, "O Messenger of Allah. 
What may I say, meaning, during visits to the graves?" He said, say: 

vUi tljL5 63^4-liidlj (1* ill I j oU^ii ofejiil 6» V W JMSlltf 


(Peace be on the dwellers of house of the believers and the Muslims. May Allah 
have mercy on the predecessors among us and the deferred one. We shall join you. 
Surely, insha Allah.)" 1 

COMMENTARY: According to a hadith of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas **<8*^, the Prophet -& 1 JL 0 
said. "If anyone goes to the grave of a believing brother whom he knew in the world 
and offers salaam to him, then the grave-dweller recognizes him and gives a response to 
his salaam." 


VISITING GRAVES OF PARENTS 


jl gjS\£ j\j O* jll jiijii)l J* 3&I Jid^jil Mjs y? Jisji*j ('■ 

— • ) UiVloll^^ 


1768. Sayyidua Muhammad ibn Nu'man narrated that hadith in a marfu 

manner that the Prophet said, "If anyone visits the grave or his parents, 

or the grave of one of them, on every Friday (or on any day of the week), then he is 
forgiven and is recorded as being good to his parents." 2 


PERMISSION TO VISIT GRAVES & THE REASON FOR IT 




(4_»>U (3^1 bijJl £| Ju&j-J bsl9 Lbjjjj-S 


1769. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud **• m ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger pL-j *4* & JU» 
said, "I had forbidden you to visit graves, but (now) visit them. In this world, they 
help you to be abstinent, and they serve as a reminder of the hereafter." 3 


COMMENTARY: The hadith mentions why one may visit t he graves. These visits cause 
one to be disinterested with the world and the worldly things. If, after all, that is the end, 
then why should one incline to the world and boast about one's life. Great people were 
bom in this world. Some of them took advantage of their kingdom and authority to claim 
divinity. Some were intoxicated with their power and wealth to demonstrate their 


1 Muslim # 103-974, Nasa'i # 2038. 

2 Bayhaqi in Sha'b ul Eeman # 7901. 

3 Ibn Majah # 1571. 
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superiority. Some took shelter behind science and inventions to challenges nature. Some 
used their status and office to throw peace into disorder and unrest resulting in rampant 
bloodshed. But, what was the end? 

Alas! when they were buried under earth, there was no one to remember them. When they 
were cast into the seas, the very first wave thrust the frame of arrogance into the mouth of a 
sea animal and annihilation. When their bodies were entrusted of flames of fire, 
helplessness smiled at them. r 

The second reason for visiting graves is that it serves as a reminder of the next world. At 
the graveyard, one realizes that there is another world where one will go. On going there, 
one will have to account for each of one's deeds in this world. 

It is the thought of death above that unveils the falsehood of the tastes of this world. It 
keeps one away from sin. 

WOMEN DISALLOWED TO VISIT GRAVES 


isil s\jj oijijj cA jisj jic ijji -ill jj-y si J\ ijiA $ 6fj ° w- > 

I 

IJUb ^ • j l(Jjbl LSI J-X3 (JisJ v ijUs AjLLS ^1J 


JSJ I is oL« 11JbJ pLiiJ l_J 


1770. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

cursed women who visit ed graves frequently. 1 

Tirmidhi said that some ulama (Scholars) hold that this command was given before 
visit to graves was permitted. When the permission was given, it included both men 
and women. However some ulama (Scholars) insist that women are disallowed to 
visit graves because they lack enough patience and tend to become restless. 

TREATMENT AFTER DEATH LIKE BEFORE DEATH 


?^e\j qU j1a*j isJI Ji-®4.1b JjJo al a i^jJl jdi jXj! (j£j owl) 

S3jj Li* Utj Vj, La J>4r*^ J*' Sm Liis (j\J ^Jj jj> Lji) J Ja\j (JjJ 


(JU&.I o IJ J u-a Itii. 


1771. Sayyidah Ayshah if* *»i narrated, "When I went into my room in which 
Allah's Messenger (and Abu Bakr **<51'^ were buried), I put off my 

garment (meaning the overall sheet like scarf), saying to myself that only my 
husband and my father lay there. Later, when Umar was also buried (in 

the room) next to them by Allah, I did not enter it without wrapping an overall 
garment (above my clothing) out of modesty in the presence of Umar ^ j 
(because he was not a mahram)." 2 


1 Tirmidhi # 1058, Ibn Majah # 1576, Musnad Ahmad 3-442, Nasa'i # 2043. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 6-202. 
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COMMENTARY: This hadith is evidence that the same decorum be observed before the 
dead and the grave as was observed during his life time. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir 
used to say; 

"If I had to walk on fire or stand on sharp sword till my feet burned (or cut off), that is 
preferable in my sight to walking on someone's grave. And I think that there is no 
difference in passing water at the graves and in the presence of people in market places." 

In the same way, Ibn Abu ad-Dunya 4»***-j wrote about Sulaym ibn Ghafir that while 
he was in a graveyard, he had a strong urge to urinate, (seeing his condition) other people 
advised to alight from the riding beast and pass water. He said, "By Allah, I observe 
modesty before the dead as I do before the living." 

Praise belongs to Allah, the Book of as-Salah (prayer) and the Book of al-Janaiz (Funerals) 
are over. 
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BOOK - VI 

ZAKAT S/jJI 
CHAPTER -1 

MEANING: The literal meaning of zakah (Annual due charity) is: 'purity, blessing 

"increase." In the terminology of Shriah it is: 'to make a deserving person owner of so 
much portion of one's own property as is specified by Shari'ah." 

If the literal meaning and the terminology of Shari'ah are read together, it becomes clear t 
hat paying to the deserving the designated portion purifies the wealth remaining in the 
hands of the payer of zakah (Annual due charity), Allah puts blessing into it and not only 
does it increase in this world but also there is (a blessing and) an increase in the reward 
in the hereafter from Allah. It purifies the owner of property of prayer of zakah (Annual 
due charity), of sins and evil traits like stinginess. This is why this deed is called zakah 
(Annual due charity). 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is also called sadaqah (charity) because t his deed is evidence of 
the soundness and truth of the claim to faith (and belief) of the person who pays out a 
portion of his wealth and property. (Truthful fullness is sidq and sadaqa while sadaqah 
(charity) is charity) 

WHEN DID ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) BECOME FARD: Sadaqat ul fitr was 
made wajib (obligatory) in 2 nd Hijri. As for zakah (Annual due charity), while the ulama 
(Scholars) disagree on when it was made fard (compulsory), the correct opinion is that the 
command making zakah (Annual due charity) fard (compulsory) was enacted in Makkah 
before the hijrah but it was levied in Madinah on first Ramadan in the second hijri. In other 
words, zakah (Annual due charity) was declared fard (compulsory) on 1 st Ramadan 2AH and 
the promulgation was made. 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) WAS FARD (COMPULSORY) ON ALL UMMAHS: 
The general ruling is that zakah (Annual due charity) was never fard (compulsory) or wajib 
(obligatory) on the noble Prophets fS-J' u*. However, just as salah (prayer) was fard 
(compulsory) for the previous ummahs, so too zakah (Annual due charity) was fard 
(compulsory) on every ummah preceding the ummah of Muhammad pX*j*J*&J**, though 
there was difference in the rate and limit of property. It is confirmed, too, that the rules for 
zakah (Annual due charity) are very easy in the Islamic Shariah while they were not as easy 
in the legislations of the earlier Prophets. f*S'*J* 

SIGNIFICANCE & EMPHASIS OF ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY): In the Quran, 
zakah (Annual due charity) is mentioned thirty two times with salah (prayer). This not only 
shows that these two things are complementary but also expresses the merit and emphasis 
of zakah (Annual due charity). Then, zakah (Annual due charity) is also mentioned in the Quran 
by itself at many places. Allah has assured the prayers of zakah (Annual due charity) of 
mighty reward in both the worlds. At the same time, those who will not it have been 
warned so severely that hearts tremble at the thought of it. How wretched are they who 
refrain from discharging this important duty and are prepared to endure the punishment. 
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(We seek refuge in Allah) 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is a major part of Islam. Its obligation is absolute. So, anyone 
who rejects it is a disbeliever. He who does not pay it is a great sinner and impious. Rather, 
the ulama (Scholars) say that one who does not pay zakah (Annual due charity) is liable to be 
killed. (Muhit ul Sarkhusi) 

When wealth or property is in anyone's possession for one year and he is a sahib nisab then 
zakah (Annual due charity) becomes payable promptly, this being zvajib (obligatory). Any kind 
of delay in its payment is sinful. However, some people say t hat at the end of the year, it 
does not become wajib (obligatory) promptly, but the wajib (obligatory) nature is deferred and 
if unpaid till death then it is sinful. (Nisab is the amount, or value of property on which it is 
liable to the zakah (Annual due charity), Sahib un Nisab is the owner of the minimum wealth 
or property on which zakah (Annual due charity) is payable). 

ON WHOM IS ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) FARD (COMPULSORY): Zakah 
(Annual due charity) is fard (compulsory) on every Muslim who is free, sane and adult, 
provided he possesses the nisab and that has remained in his possession for one entire 
year. Besides, that should be free of debt and beyond his real needs. It should be nami 
(meaning, productive or which can increase), in numbers and value or in merely value 
intrinsically. Also, his ownership should be complete and perfect. 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) on a disbeliever, slave, insane 1 
and minor. It is not wajib (obligatory) on a sahib nisab who has not possessed nisab for a full 
year. However, if anyone possesses the nisab at the beginning of the year and at the end of 
it but not during the year then he will have to pay the zakah (Annual due charity) because 
this attracts the command of the year. 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is not fard (compulsory) on a debtor to the extent of his debt. It is 
wajib (obligatory) on the property in excess of debt if it is to the limit of the nisab. It must be 
understood that the debt absolves one of zakah (Annual due charity) only when it is payable 
to fellowmen. The demands concerning vows, expiation, fit rah and such like as concern the 
Being of Allah, and no human being has a right to make a demand for them, do not absolve 
one from the payment of zakah (Annual due charity). However, such demand as though they 
concern Allah yet human beings have a right to receive them, like zakah (Annual due 
charity), ushr, kharaj (homage revenue), etc. and the imam (ruler) of the times can demand 
them behalf of Allah, absolve one from payment of zakah (Annual due charity), but the imam 
of the times may demand payment from the visible wealth, like livestock, trade 
merchandise that is brought into the city or takan out of it, and cash. As for t he property 
whose trading is done within the city limits, the ruler cannot demand it. If a wife demands 
her dower then zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) to the extent of the dower 
on his property. 

It is stated in Bahr ur Raqa'iq that the reliable verdict is that debt is a deterrent to zakah 
(Annual due charity) and sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan). Debt is a determent 
whatever kind, prompt or deferred even the dowry deferred to any future time like divorce 
or death. But, some people assert that a deferred dowry is not a determent to payment of 


1 Provided insanity is for a year; if, after he becomes Sahib nisab, his insanity disappears to some 
extent, in the beginning of the year or end, zakah (Annual due charity) will be payable. If insanity 
comes over him once or twice a year then zakah (Annual due charity) is not fard (compulsory) on him. 
When it disappears, that will be deemed as the beginning of the year. 
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zakah (Annual due charity) because generally it is not demanded, as against prompt dowry 
which is demanded. Again, some ulama (Scholars) have said that if a husband intends to 
pay the dower then the deferred dowry is a deterrent to the obligation of zakah (Annual due 
charity), otherwise not because it is not counted as a debt. 

There is a difference of opinion among Imam Abu Hanifah and His two companions. 
Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhamamad on the question; if a husband is rich 
then will his wife be deemed to be a ghaniyah 1 

because of the answer (that is payable by her husband)? The two companions hold that she 
will be regarded to be a ghaniyah and will not be eligible to receive zakah (Annual due 
charity). Imam Abu Hanifah j gave his final verdict that she is not ghaniyah. It must be 
borne in mind that this difference pertains merely to the prompt dower. As for as the 
deferred dower is concerned, all the three of them agree that such a woman shall not be 
considered a ghaniyah. 

REAL NEEDS: These are: 

Residential house, clothings, household utensils, conveyance like cycle, etc.. Servants 
(slaves) weapons, books for scholars, professional tools for skilled workers. 

If any one bought a house with intention to trade and that house is not for his residence 
then zakah (Annual due charity) will be wajib (obligatory) on him. In this way, other things 
may be surmised to. If the house, servants etc are in excess of the need but they are not 
trade merchandise then zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) on them. 

PERFECT OWNERSHIP: It is has stated in the foregoing lines that his ownership should 
. be perfect and complete for zakah (Annual due charity) to be wajib (obligatory). This means 
that he should be the real owner of the property and it should be in his possession and at 
his discretion. 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is not fard (compulsory) if property is not owned and not in control, 
or it is owned but not in hand, or it is in hand but not owned. Hence, there is no zakah (Annual 
due charity) on the property earned by a mukatab not on him as well as on the mukatab, 
because that property is not owned by the mukatab though it is in his hands. So, too, it is not 
in the hands of the mawla though he owns it. (Mukatab is a slave who ransoms himself with 
his owner's consent. Mawla is a freedman a slave, a protector, or a helper, or a master.) 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) even on property of which one is not 
certain, because though it is in one's ownership yet not in possession or hands. This kind of 
property is beyond one's control. There are many types of it: 

(i) The property that diminishes or is lost. 

(ii) It may have been buried in a desert but that place cannot be traced. 

(iii) The property that is sunk in the seas. 

(iv) The property someone snatches but there is no witness to testify to it. 

(v) The property that an oppressor confiscates cruelly. 

(vi) The property that a debtor takes but denies the debt and there is no evidence or 
witness. 

If this kind of property is recovered then zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) 
for the past period. However, if some property is buried in the home, not in the desert, and 
after forgetting the place where it was buried, it is recovered, then zakah (Annual due charity) 


1 ghaniyah is a woman to whom zakah (Annual due charity) may not be paid. 
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is zoajib (obligatory) for t he past days too. 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) also on the debt when the debtor does not 
deny the debt whether he is affluent or a pauper. It is wajib (obligatory) even if he denies the 
debt but there is a witness or the judge himself knows of the debt, but it will be wajib 
(obligatory) in this way: 

(i) If the debt is a trading debt, then as soon as recovery is to the tune of one-fifty of 
the nisab, he must pay the-outstanding zakah (Annual due chanty) (of the past). 

(ii) If the debt is not a trading debt, but against sale of personal clothing, slaves or 
residential house, and sale proceeds are receivable, then zakah (.Annual due 
charity) of the past will become wajib (obligatory) when he recovers as much as 
the value of nisab. 

(iii) If the debt pertains to intangibles like payment of dowry, will, value of khula, 
and so on, zakah (Annual due charity) will become wajib (obligatory) when recovery 
eqifals the value of nisab and full year has lapsed possessing it. This means that 
past zakah (Annual due charity) will not be wajib (obligatory). Only current year's 
zakah (Annual due charity) will be wajib (obligatory) during which he possessed the 
property. However, this ruling applies one who was not sahib nisab beforehand 
otherwise this recovered wealth will be deemed to be productive or an increase 
in wealth and zakah (Annual due charity) will be calculate ed with the wealth and 
property already in his possession. The condition of one year will not be applied. 

NIYAH (FORMING INTENTION): It is binding that the person who pays the zakah 
(Annual due charity) must form an intention in his mind at the time of paying it that he pays 
zakah (Annual due charity). He must say to himself, 'Whatever was fard (compulsory) on me to 
pay. I am paying \o seek Allah's pleasure." Or, whenever he takes out the portion of zakah 
(Annual due charity) from his wealth, he may from an intention at that time, "I apportion so 
much as is payable towards zakah (Annual due charity)." 

If anyone gives away all his wealth in the name of Allah without forming an intention to pay 
zakah (Annual due charity) then he is absolved of having to pay zakah (Annual due charity). 
There will be no demand to him towards zakah (Annual due charity) provided he has not given 
away his wealth with an intention to discharge another wajib (obligatory) over him. 

If any one gives away not all his wealth but some of it, without forming an intention to pay 
zakah (Annual due charity), in Allah's path as charity then: 

Imam Muhammad contends that zakah (Annual due charity) is considered to 
have been paid. 

Imam Abu Yusuf j contends that zakah (Annual due charity) remains payable. 
Imam Abu Hanifah holds the same opinion. 

So, the verdict or edict is given on this contention (of Imam RH). 

EVADING ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY): It is makruh (unbecoming) to evade or by¬ 
pass zakah (Annual due charity). Fir instance, if anyone decides to avoid payment of zakah 
(Annual due charity) and before the year is about to end, he makes a gift to his property to 
someone else giving him the possession of it too, then though he will have saved himself 
from the payment of zakah (Annual due charity) yet this is not good deed. 

If anyone buys a slave as a trade merchandise but decides to use him to serve him, then the 
slave is no longer for trading purposes. He will be a household servant and zakah (Annual 
due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) on this account. And, if he buys a slave to serve him but 
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the intends to treat him as a trade merchandise, the slave will not attract the command of 
trading till he sells him. Therefore, the sale proceeds will be property on which zakah 
(Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory). 

DEFINITION OF NISAB: Nisab of zakah (Annual due charity) is that specific limit of 
property and wealth on which Shari'ah has made it compulsory to pay (annual due 
charity). If the wealth and property is below that limit, then zakah (Annual due charity) is not 
fard (compulsory). For example, for camels it is five, twenty-five, etc. for sheep it is forty and 
one twenty-one etc. so for silver it is twenty mithqal. (The portion about camels is 
explained in a chart at the end of this discourse). 

KIND OF NISAB: Thre are two kinds of nisab. Naami which appreciates in value and 
ghayr naami which does not grow in value. Further, naami is also of two kinds: haqiqi and 
taqdiri. The former portions to trade merchandise and animals that appreciate in value and 
also multiply in number. The later applies to gold and silver that do grow in value 
intrinsically. 

The ghayr naami nisab pertains to immovable properties like homes, household items that 
are in excess of real needs. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NISAB NAAMI & GHAYR NAAMI: The owner of nisab 
naami has payment of zakah (Annual due charity) fard (compulsory) on him and it is not 
proper for him to receive other people's zakah (Annual due charity), payment against vows 
and wajib sadaqah (obligatory charity). And it is wajib (obligatory) for him to pay the sadaqat ul 
fitr and make the sacrifice. 

Zakah (Annual due charity) is not fard (compulsory) on the owner of nisab ghayr naami. He 
too should not receive other people's payments of zakah (Annual due charity), against vows 
and zoajib (obligatory) sadaqah (charity). And, it is wajib (obligatory) on him, too, to pay the 
sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan) and make the sacrifice. 

The following is extracted from 'Heavenly Ornaments' Mawlana Ahmad Ali Thanwi 
(Bahisti Zewar) p 241 (Darul Ish'at). Read against definition of Nisab. 


NUMBER 

ZJ 

L KAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 


1 Year old 

2 Years old 

3 Years old 

4 Year old 

5-9 

1 goat 




10-14 

2 goats 




15-10 

3 goats 




20-24 

4 goats 




25-35 

1 camel 




36-45 


1 camel 



46-60 



1 camel 


61-75 




1 camel 

76-90 


2 camels 



92-120 



2 camels 


125-129 

MSEEEEBi 


2 camels 


130-134 



2 camels 


135-139 



2 camels 


140-144 



2 camels 
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145-149 

1 camel plus 


2 camels 


150-154 



3 camels 


155-159 

1 goat plus 


3 camels 


160-164 

2 goats plus 


3 camels 


165-169 

3 goats plus 


3 camels 


170-174 

4 goats plus . 


3 camels 


175-185 

lcamel plus 


3 camels 


170-174 

4 goats plus 


3 camels 


175-185 

1 camel plus 


3 camels 


186-195 


1 camel 

3 camels 


196-200 



4 camels 



If the number of camels is more than 200, the same method of calculation as has been 
followed from 150 onwards should be continued. 


If a person possesses camels and gives a camel as zakah (Annual due charity), then this camel 
which he is giving as zakah (Annual due charity) will have to be a female camel. However, if 
a male camel is of the same value as that of a female camel, it will be permissible to give a 
male camel. 


SECTION I jjii 

THE PROPHET'S COMMANDS ABOUT ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 


Uj»gbi£»IjjlSSydl jjlSUiiiJ sill Jj> sill Jii)^L)lL@^y?ly £ - 0VV ’ f) 

,*44 tjtdsT jilt jj-iji ISiU j1)i Vj slj V jsiii jj 

9 

tl 1 JfrUSl sjjU Alii Ijdl oljLs* 

iHSls ^44Ij£Ujfji ^i_jU (> JjU U4 iljUsia y^s il sbl 


1772. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL*j-uteii* sent 

(Sayyiduna) Mu'adh to Yemen (as the ruler or a judge). He instructed him 

that he would come to a section of the people of the Book (Jews or Christians). He 
should first invite them to bear witness that there is no God but Allah and that 
Muhammad ( JL )J 4>*bijL» is His Messenger. If they submitted to it, then he should tell 
them that Allah has prescribed for them salah (prayer) five times during day and 
night. If they obeyed then he was to tell them that Allah has made fard (compulsory) 
on them sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity) on their wealth) to be taken 
from their rich people and disbursed among their poor. If they obeyed that then he 
should refrain from seeking the best portion of their property(but take the average 
type of it and beware of hurting them). And, he should fear the supplication of the 
wronged one, for, there is no veil between it and Allah. 1 


1 Bukhari # 740, Muslim # 29-19, Tirmidhi # 625, Abu Dawud # 1584, Nasa'i # 2522, Ibn Majah # 
1783, Musnad Ahmad 1-233, Darimi # 1614. 
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COMMENTARY: Though there were in Yemen polytheists and dhimmi disbelievers yet the 
people of the Book formed a majority. 

Ibn Maalik Ai said that before declaring war against the disbelievers, it is wajib 
(obligatory) to invite them to Islam, provided the invitation has not been conveyed to them 
already. If the call to Islam has been conveyed to them then it is not wajib (obligatory) to 
invite them again. It is now only mustahab (desirable) to do so. 

PUNISHMENT TO THEM WHO REFUSE TO PAY ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 


V -Lag Vj jlJ-ij 4 ZX& <1)1 (Jj-ij 3^ (^1 O^j 

jUk jV c| j* Hi* £ ^ ilj, V} Xjk U4 

4_Li *_i)I ojl JuLa ^ < j b 4 1) OJu^rl Cj2j oJ-4-1» J klLS-J <di£» L^j ^jSCia 

Jjiv^UVj jll *131 jj-Sjb j£^1*31 jiUjjJi J& 

^ J* I 4 ) ftJed 4-oLi5|^oJj I Vj Ji J 14^ L?|j4 V 

<ll& jjUVjl LL $jb\j.slj <ua* 3 J L^aLii-L) oUi? I jl&.Ij ( 4 A 0 .igJbV Cs 


4 i ^®i 5 (_ii b>jAJ J ..- 1 igjfrS gb»3l 1 v_a51 (ojl J uLo ^ • j b 

iSi Vi 14 k V^& Vj ^ 4 ^U Vj jlS jiSil j *i)l jjjj b Ja v l* 3 l 

Vj Vj l&ia U-i^ 111 - 1 ^ 4 ~? V ^J - 9 §UL ( 4 ) f 1 -^ 4J#bSJI >®jJ v. < 

ijlJLi* ci Ul>l *& Sjtt Vjl *d 4 > uS I 4 I Uil iUsSj hU£$ 

jlS JiUjJSki JiUi^^^bJl <£3^ Jijliodt 

£bj J4-' jVs* ^4*-^ l£J 6 ? 

J»*3 J!Lj * 1)1 ^(| ^ 4 ^*?^ ^ A) d$9.-*V-lVl 4^1 (j 6, £lj*j Ij^^J 

^ cl U^j J LjZ&\k) <£ $\tf TjL, *5 6^ ci^l Ji c4s 

olliS c-J^f USJ4 *i) 4 —;-^ Vj ly* I v£JL}i 0-5 c-J^T U.s 4*JJJ 

5a4 aJ 4JJ1Vi g$ ji jl iS ji dJlill ^ Uitjili U5 IjJI Si4 AJ 

iS All Vi U^5 Vj 4 Io J4 L^u U,> Vj oliii Ulljjti U^lSl’ 

sludl isVl gjj> ^i I ci^J^IU JlS JiilS ^JljpjbJ^ oLii U Si4 

cA-j oijj) iJa. 1 j 5 jlila j4*| 6 ^J ko (^.1 
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1773. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "If anyone who owns gold and silver (to the value of the nisab) and does not 
pay what is due (of zakah (Annual due charity)) on it, then on the day of 
resurrection, plates of fire will be beaten out for him (out of over-beaten gold and 
silver). They will be heated in the fire of hell and his side, forehead and back will 
be scorched with them. Then they will be taken and again heated in the fire (when 
they cool down somewhat) and brought back to him. The extent of that day (when 
this goes on) will be fifty thousand years until reckoning of the mankind is over 
and he will search his path whether it leads to paradise or to hell." The sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^k^j asked him, "O Messenger of Allah, (this was about 
precious metals) what about (those who do not pay zakah (Annual due charity) on) 
camel?" He said, "If an owner of camels withholds (zakah (Annual due charity)) that 
which is due on them like, for one, to milk them on the day they come down to the 
water, on the day of resurrection, a soft plan padded with sand will be spread out 
for them the widest one can imagine. He will observe that not even one of his 
young camel is missing (and will be made to lie face down and the camels will be 
as fat as can be). They will trample him with their hoovs and bite him with their 
mouths. Every time one of them batches pass over him, another will follow. The 
extent of that day will be fifty thousand years until reckoning of mankind is over 
and he searches his path whether to paradise or to hell." Then, the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^k^oj asked him, "O Messenger of Allah, what about (the 
owner of) cattle and sheep?" He said, "If an owner of cattle and sheep fails to pay 
what is due (of zakah (Annual due charity)) on him, then on the day of resurrection, 
a soft plain padded with sand will be stretched out for them. He will not find any of 
them missing and none will have a twisted horn a missing horn or a broken horn. 
(He will be made to lie there face down.) They will gave him with their horns and 
trample him with their hooves. As every batch passes over him, the next will 
follow. (This will go on over) the day as long as fifty thousand years until the 
reckoning of mankind is over and he looks for his path either to paradise or to hell 
next, the sahabah (Prophet's companions) pfs-k^j asked about the houses. He said, 
"The horses are of three kinds. For a man they can be a burden, to another a screen 
and to another a reward. He for whom they are a burden is the man who fetters 
them to show off and to boast and in animosity to (Muslims) the adherents of Islam. 
So they (the horses) are a burden over them. They are a screen for him who ties 
them in the path of Allah and does not forget the right of Allah regarding their 
backs and necks. Thus they are a screen for him. As for him for whom they are a 
reward, he is a man who fetters them in Allah's path, for the adherents of Islam, in a 
meadow and field. Whatever they eat that will be recorded for him as good deeds, 
as,, too the amount of dung and wine (they excrete). If they break their halter and 
leap one or two courses. Allah will record the number of their hoof marks (during 
that) and the dung (excreted in the course) for him as good deeds. Also, when their 
owner takes them near a river and they drink from it, although he had no intention 
to take them to drink, Allah will record whatever water they drink for him as good 
deeds." The sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^k^j asked, "O Messenger of Allah, 
what about donkeys?" He said, "Nothing has been revealed to me about donkeys 
but this one verse which is of wide meaning: 
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{So who so ever has done an Atom's weight of good, shall see it. And whosoever 
has done an atom's weight of evil, shall see it.} (99:78) 

(For example, if anyone lends his donkey to someone to go to do something good, 
he will earn a reward. If he lands it to do evil, he will commit a sin). 

COMMENTARY: The day of resurrection will be as long as fifty thousand years, but this 
will be for the infidels. They will think of it to be so long. Other sinner will seem to feel its 
length in relation to their sins. 

However, the perfect believers will see the entire day to be only as long as is enough entire 
day to be only as long as is enough to offer two raka'at salah ( prayer) 

If the non-payer of zakah (Annual due charity) has no other sin against him then when he has 
undergone his punishment, he will go to paradise. It he has more sins or still has to 
undergo punishment for non-payment of zakah (Annual due charity), then he will go to hell. 
This is what looking for his path implies. 

The hadith says that while the other creatures will be subjected to reckoning, and have 
gone through it, the non payers of zakah (Annual due charity) will continue to be punished 
for their dereliction. 

As milking the camels as a right of the camels, the Arabs took them to the river for drinking 
ever four of five days. Many people assembled there. So while the camels drank water, the 
cameleers milked them and served milk to the throng of people gathering there. While 
zakas is the wajid right on them, among rights, the mustahab (desirable) right is give their 
milk to the poor. Though it is mustahab (desirable), yet as a gesture of gratitude it is like wajib 
(obligatory). That is why it is mentioned with such emphasis. The words of hadith imply 
that non-fulfillment of this right will invite punishment. 

While taking the horses to the river, the owner may not mean to take them to drink, yet he 
gets all that reward. Imagine how much reward he would get if he truly resolves to take 
them to quench their thirst. The Prophet's -ii J~p style in enlightening the sahabah 

(Prophet's companions) about horses was different from his earlier teachings. This is 

the 'style of the wise while answering.' He told the sahabah (Prophet's companions) more then 
what they asked and informed them of the reward and piety of the horse owners. He also 
informed them of the other side of the case. 

He described horses of three kinds for their owners. 

(i) Horses that lead their masters to sin. They are the ones whose owners keep them 
to be ostentatious and arrogant. Other people are deceived into thinking of the 
owners as warriors though they are not so. And, they give themselves airs as 
though others were inferior to them. 

(ii) Horses that are kept by their owners to be of use in Allah's path. This does not 
mean jihad but their good and pious purposes of kindred types, all to be 
obedient to Allah. For, the third kind is the horses used in Allah's path (for jihad) 

IS ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) PAYABLE ON HORSES 
Imam Abu Hanifah said that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on horses 
that graze in the desert. The owner has option to pay one dinar as zakah (Annual due charity) 
against every horse, or determine their value and pay zakah (Annual due charity) of five 
dirhams against every two hundred dirhams, as per the rate of zakah (Annual due charity). 
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Imam Shafi'I and the two companions Imam Muhammad and Imam Abu 
Yusuf said that zakah (Annual due charity) on horses is not ivajib (obligatory). They 
cite the Prophet's saying "Sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity)) it not 

incumbent on the Muslims for their horses and slaves." Imam Abu Hanifah cites 
the saying of the Prophet Muhammad "Against every horse that grazes in 

the desert is one dinar." 

As for paying zakah (Annual due charity) on determined value, this is reported from 
Sayyiduna Umar As for the hadith cited by Imam Shaf'I and others. Imam 

Abu Hanifah said that it is about the horses of the warriors and about slaves who are 
kept for service. 

(iii) Horses that their owner sets aside for jihad. The owner will lend them to 
other Muslim for riding in jihad. 


jya *5 u *5 Jsj & 5 sin Mi & JLj dn j* jjj,j ji! ji1o wl ) 

CJj La Lit JSj jjuS k2 JjJaj ^ • j llX l i j <lj I 

(t S ol qj)«LsVl — ^ 


1774. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger pUjAj&kjL* 

said, "He whom Allah has given property yet he does not pay the zakah (Annual due 
charity) due on it will see his property on the day of resurrection as though a large 
bald snake with black spots over its eyes. It will be curled round his neck on the 
day of resurrection and it will seize his jaws (or cheeks), saying, "I am your wealth! 
I am your treasure!" 

The Prophet Muhammad ! *JL->a s i* itJL* then recited: 



(And as for those who are niggardly.} (1) (the verse 3:18c) 1 

COMMENTARY: Baldness of a snake is a sign that it is very poisonous and old. The 
Prophet Muhammad jUa&ju* recited the verse to show that Allah says the same thing as 
is apparent from the entire verse: 





{And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah has given them 
of His Grace, think that it is good for them; nay, it will be the worse for them; soon 
shall the things which they covetously withheld be tied to their necks like a twisted 
collar on the day of resurrection.} 


V Jhj] Jjigij 04 U 4z ill &l\ Jj p q\ os-i 0 wo) 

^ 9 x 

LiJ^ k>JaXSJ t$iL<La.b oliaj ^ Lo jLaLjjjI VI i^flv 


1 Bukhari #1403, Nasa'i # 2484 (or 2481), Muwatta Maalik # 2710-22, Musnad Ahmad 2-355. 
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1775. Sayyiduna Abu Dharrr reported that from the Prophet Muhammad 

(jL-jUpit that he said, "For every man who has camels or cattle or sheep but does not 
pay and due on them (of zakah (Annual due charity)), they will appear to him on the 
day of resurrection as large and as plump as can be. They will trample him with 
their hooves and gore him with their horns. Every time the last of them finishes 
with him, the first of them will appear to him again (all of them returning to 
trample him and this will go on) until judgment is pronounced among mankind." 1 

LET THE COLLECTOR BE PLEASED 



jisdS jM Uj jiij sill Ja jj45 jlS jl» sJJUa- Cj-i ° w '' ) 


CA—• jkSjSh. 


1776. Sayyiduna Jarir ibn Abdullah narrated that Allah's Messenger UpJiiJL* 

(J--j said, "When the collector of zakah (Annual due charity) comes to you (from the 
ruler and he is called saa'I or aamil), let him return from you after collecting zakah 
(Annual due charity) pleased with you." 2 

COMMENTARY: The collectors should be received with respect and honour. Zakah (Annual 
due charity) should be paid to them in full. 


PROPHET'S PRAYER FOR THE PAYERS 


J4JJ5 jll JjS AST ijjl j* jl! JjT sill <l>£j < vm > 

1 (S 1 Ul JA. - JjT (£\ ^ jj&i ^ g f 

-4^5 JU» J 411 I 4d£iLlJi 


1777. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abu Awfa ** & narrated that then the people 
brought to him their sadaqah (charity) (zakah), the Prophet Muhammad 
,JL*j prayed (for them), "O Allah, bless (have mercy on) the family of so and so." 
He narrated further that his father brought to him his sadaqah (charity), the 
Prophet Muhammad ,*i-.j Up k prayed, "O Allah, bless (have mercy on) the 
family of Abu Awfa." 

According to another version: When man brought his sadaqah (charity) to the 
Prophet Muhammad ^jUpisiju-, he prayed, "O Allah have mercy on him." 3 
COMMENTARY: It is not proper to pay for anyone with the word (5jU>) (salah (prayer), 
bless) exclusively. It is only the prerogative of the Prophet's fS~JtU* that the word (5jU) 
(salah (prayer)) is used for them. However, we can use this word for any person if he is 
named with the Prophet f!rt-JiUp. 

As for the Prophet Muhammad (jL-jUp-ai^, he used the word («>L>) (salah (prayer)) for those 


1 Bukhari # 1460, Muslim # 30.990, Nasa'i # 2456, Ibn Majah # 1785, Musnad Ahmad 3-321. 

2 Muslim # 29-989, Tirmidhi # 647, Ibn Majah # 1802, Darimi # 1670, Musnad Ahmad 4-365. 

3 Bukhari # 1497, Muslim # 176.1078, Abu Dawud # 1590, Nasa'i # 2459, Ibn Majah # 1796, Musnad 
Ahmad 4-355. 




157 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


who brought the zakah (Annual due charity) to mean 'have mercy' and this is seen as 
exclusively a prayer of the Prophet Muhammad No one else is allowed to use 

these words. 

(Salah (prayer) is used for the regular 'prescribed prayer' as well as for 'supplication' and to 
mean 'mercy' and 'bless' as an invocation of blessing on the Prophet) jl*. 


\yLj ' * 


&\ c£j o VVA) 

jjjij Jill 

lit5 aill Q iJ&Ij uijil uidi.1 ji Ij^li iili UTj id5JJ1 Jl&Q 

Ji. U1 J4i.b jll ji l*&s 


1778. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

appointed (Sayyiduna) Umar to collect the zakah (Annual due charity). It 

was said that Ibn Jamil <up k Khalid ibn Walid ** k and Abbas ** it 
refused (to pay zakah (Annual due charity)). Allah's Messenger *~u it said, 
"Ibn Jamil does not comply because he had been poor and Allah and his 
Messenger enriched him. As for Khalid, you do wrong him, for , he has retained 
his coats of mail and weapons to use in Allah's path (and he is not liable to pay 
any zakah (Annual due charity) but you regard his property as trade merchandise. 
This is incorrect). As for Abbas, that is on me and as much more with it (not only 
now but in future too)." He also said, "O Umar, do you not realize that a man's 
paternal uncle is like his father (so you people should consider him to be like my 
father and respect him and not cause him grief)." 1 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Jamil j was a hypocrite, but he turned over a new leaf as a good 
Muslim. He was very poor and destitute and requested the Prophet Muhammad UfriiJLp 
"Pray for me to be enriched. I shall show gratitude for Allah's blessings." The Prophet 
Muhammad a prayed for him and he became wealthy, but he showed ingratitude 

to the extent that he refused to pay zakah (Annual due charity) too. This is why the Prophet 
Muhammad rebuked him as we see in the hadith. 

The Prophet Muhammad about that Allah and His Messenger enriched 

him. He included his own name because he had prayed to Allah to improve his condition. 
Sayyiduna Abbas « ek^j was the respected uncle of the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpAJL*. 
The Prophet Muhammad undertook to pay his zakah (Annual due charity) for the 

year and for the year following because he had paid him zakah (Annual due charity) of two 
years in advance. 


COLLECTOR SHOULD ACCEPT NO GIFTS. 


i 5 l JUS jjVl cA Uio JLzj &’k\ j-t> 4L1 Jiiisl jll Ovv<\) 

sill IJuaj J.S3 IJul jll^ol UIs aJ SJii I jf- w j-lI 


1 Bukhari # 1468, Muslam # 11-983, Abu Dawud # 1623, Nasa'i # 2464, Musnad Ahmed 2-322. 
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oJ^J^gdLi (jjjJIJ V^l <J C?A4^1 c^jl ^ ojubj_J.SJ 

jJj~ <^SXS Sis; k£.SLL ^ t jJlSj Ja J-&4 jji»31 <J Jijo J^j jjlzZJ j&l 

-£h\vj& q illi v ji 


1779. Sayyiduna Abu Humaydi as Sa'idi i narrated that Allah's Messenger J^> 
i^UjAsUiiii appointed a man of Azd, Ibn al-Lutbiyah, to collect zakah (Annual due 
charity), when he came back, he said, "This belogs to you and this was presented to 
me." On that, the Prophet Muhammad u* <& jl* delivered a sermon in which he 
praised and glorified Allah and said, "To proceed, I appoint some of your men over 
certain affairs that Allah has charged me with. Now, one of them returns to say, 
"This belongs to you and this was presented to me/ Let him sit in the house of his 
father or mother and wait whether it is presented to him or not. By Him in whose 
hand is my soul, if anyone takes from it, he will bring it surely on the day of 
resurrection carrying it on his neck, a rumbling camel, a bellowing ox or a bleating 
sheep." Then he raised his arms till they could see the whiteness under his armpits 
and said, "O Allah, I have conveyed your Message! I have conveyed your Message!" 
Khattabi said that the Prophet's JLo saying "Let him sit in the house 

of his father or mother and wait whether it is presented to him or not is evidence 
what whatever is taken as means to do the forbidden is taken as means to do the 
forbidden is in itself forbidden. Also, if an agreement is made against another, it 
should be examined whether there are diverse commands for them that are 
similar to their common command if they are combined. If so, then it is correct, 
otherwise it is not correct. 1 

COMMENTARY: The man is not given gifts for anything good in himself but because of 
the office he holds. If he was not a collector of zakah (Annual due charity) then he would not 
receive any gift. 

A gift will be proper for an office holder if that has been a regular presentation even 
without the office. 

Ibn Maalik however, said that an officer or a ruler must never a accept a gift because 
it is always presented with an ulterior motive. So, it is not allowed absolutely. 

Khattabi derives two deductions from this hadith. If something permissible is used to 
acquired what is forbidden then the thing that is otherwise permitted will also became 
forbidden. For example, lending money is a permissible thing but if any one lends it to 


1 Bukhari # 2597, Muslim # 26.1832, Abu Dawud # 2946, Musnad Ahmad 5-423, Khattabi's portion: 
Shurh us sunnah. 
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acquire interest which is forbidden then giving a loan too is forbidden. 

His second deduction is that if two different affairs are put together and they are permitted 
individually then they will continue to be permitted together too. But if they are disallowed 
separately then they will continue to be disallowed together too. For instance, someone 
sells something worth rupees ten for one hundred rupees to another person to lend rupees 
one thousand and acquire the profit (interest) on the loan in the shape of the price of this 
thing. In this case, the lender earns rupees ninety as his profit (interest). This dealing is not 
allowed because if he sold worth is Rs. 10/- for Rs.100/-, the buyer would never have 
bought it were it not for the loan available to him. 

Where two things are permissible when each is distinct from the other then they will be 
correct when they are taken together. For example, in this case if that which is worth 
rupees ten is sold for rupees ten, and the loan of rupees one thousand is given too, since 
they are allowed as separate transactions, they would be correct even if undertaken 
together, of the two deductions of Khattabi iiw-j the first is accepted unanimously by all. 
All the imams agree that the means and resources are of the same nature as aims, so the 
means to piety will also be pious and the means to evil will be evil. 

However, the second deduction is debatable. Imam Maalik and Imam Ahmad 
hold that it is acceptable because they regard every ploy whereby prohibition of interest, 
etc. is circumvented as forbidden. But, Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Shafi'I ia-up-j 
disagree with the second deduction of Khattabi & <up-j because they hold that a ploy is 
permissible. However, though Imam Abu Hanifah & does not accept the second 
deduction, yet he agrees with Khattabi in that the example that he has cited is 
disallowed according to another deduction. Moreover, Imam Abu Hanifah holds (not 
all but) some kinds of ploys as permissible. 

COLLECTOR SHOULD NOT ACT TREACHEROUSLY 






IISL 


y* jLj J* jbl Ji-ij jlS jtS tjfcl cA 6fi < WA * > 


ol_Jj)«L3 ba) 4j^b V £ ^ 6 L*.9 1 J^>vg 


1780. Sayyiduna Adi ibn Amirah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "He among you whom we appoint to discharge something conceals from us a 
needle or what is lesser or more than that, acts treacherously. He will bring it on the 
day of resurrection (disgraced.) 1 


SECTION II 




QURAN'S WARNING TO DENIERS OF ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 

>5"" 4i«aoll'5 ^ oJufe Uil CA I ^VA\) 

A ^ Ji b jtil JllsStf jlil 5 

CAl ^ • j jA'jJ {Jp y* Uij ’J U Vj,jU 3JJI 


1 Muslim # 30.1833, Abu Dawud # 2943, Musnad Ahmad 4-192. 
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(jJbjjl oljj)&dsLi». I jjj££c.USl Uj^l 

1781. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that when this verse revealed; 

A-ii) ij (4-j6 iJ I ^ (Si jJ ij 


{And those who hoard up gold and silver....} (9:34), 
it proved very hard for the Muslims. Sayyiduna Umar assured them that he 

would remover their anxiety. So, he went and said, "O Prophet of Allah, this verse 
proves hard on your sahabah (Prophet's companions)." He said, "Allah has not 
made zakah (Annual due charity) fard (compulsory) but only that it would purity 
your remaining properties. And He has made inheritances, fard (compulsory)." (and 
Ibn Abbas did not catch) a word he mentioned, "that they might go to those 

who survive you." Ibn Abbas <&' narrated further that Umar -up in ^ (was 
pleased at t he removal of the anxiety and) extolled Allah, "Allahu Akbar." Then, 
Allah Messenger asked him. "Shall I not inform you of the best thing a 

man keeps? It is a pious wife who pleases him when he casts a look at her, obeys 
him when he commands her (to do something) and preserves his children (and 
property for him) when he is away." 1 

COMMENTARY: The complete verse of the Quran (of surah al-Tawbah, 34) is: 



IjS jjaiii V 9 iLaiJl j 


{And those who hoard up gold and silver and expend it not in the way of Allah - so 
give them the tidings of a painful chastisement} 

Those people whom Allah has given wealth but they do not pay zakah (Annual due charity) and 
spend not where Allah has commanded them to spend would be punished. Their property 
would be heated and with it they would be cauterized with that (see hadith # 1773,1774). 

The sahabah (Prophet's companions) presumed that t his verse condemned storing 

wealth in any sort of way whatsoever and were deeply upset at their fate. So, on Umar's 
asking, the Prophet Muhammad Jlc enlightened them that the purpose of 

zakah (Annual due charity) was exactly to purify the rest of the wealth which they could 
store with them. The warning in the verse applies to hoarding without paying zakah 
(Annual due charity). 

In the course of the narration, Ibn Abbas &\ could not recollect an expression the 
Prophet Muhammad jl* had spoken. So, he interrupted his narration and said, 

"And he mentioned a word." 

Then, the Prophet Muhammad -an turned to inheritances as passing on to heirs. 

Thus, he indicated that if it was disallowed absolutely to collect wealth then neither would 
zakah (Annual due charity) be fard (compulsory) not inheritance be obligatory. It is not wrong 
to collect wealth in legal ways. But, it is necessary that what is due on the wealth must be 
given (like zakah (Annual due charity) and charity). 

Thereafter, the Prophet Muhammad drew the attention of his sahabah (Prophet's 


1 Abu Dawud # 1664. 
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companions) ,►***»» ^ to something better than wealth at any time, a woman. He described 
an ideal wife. Money cannot last for ever. It has to be spent to get one's needs. A wife, on 
the other hand, is a life partner and a means of solace. She begets children for her husband 
who gains strength from them and in them he survives down generations. They keep the 
family name alive. 

Moreover, a wife preserves her husband from many evils and sins. According to a marfu 
hadith, "The man who married fortifies two thirds of his religion." 

KEEP THE COLLECTORS HAPPY 


jJjgL; >Lj Sill Ja 4jJI jjjo j(S Ovay) 


1782. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Atik narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "To you will come some un welcome riders (the zakah (Annual due charity) 
collectors whom people naturally dislike because they have a demand on their 
wealth). So, when they came to you welcome them. Do not hinder them from what 
they demand. If they are just (in collecting zakah (Annual due charity)), they will do 
it to their own good but if they are unjust then they will invite punishment, (or 
your part,) please them. Full payment of zakah (Annual due charity) by you will 
earn their pleasure. They must pray for you." 1 
COMMENTARY: The payer is advised that even if he fears that the collector wrongs him 
he must do what he can to please him. This is because generally a payer always has a 
wrong idea of the collector. He must make a full payment of zakah (Annual due charity) and 
not conceal anything. 

With the payment of zakah (Annual due charity), the obligation is discharged, yet to please 
the collector is an essential element of the payment. 

It is mutahab for the collector to pray for mercy and blessing on the payer. 




I p Us I (WAT) 

jis ayjjjj jin b ijj is iijijf jisi tljiukl tipis ca uu ,x>i 

JJ) jilSJi Ijjjl 


1783. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that some people, meaning the 

desert Arabs, came to Allah's Messenger and complained that collectors 

of zakah (Annual due charity) came to them and harassed them. He said that they 
should please the collectors of zakah (Annual due charity) and they asked even if 
they acted unjustly. He said, "Please the collectors of sadaqah (charity) (zakah 
(Annual due charity )) even if you are wronged." 2 
COMMENTARY: It is a psychological fact that when a person has to make a payment, he 
feels bad about at to some extent. So, the payers of zakah (Annual due charity) regarded the 


1 Abu Dawud # 1588. 

2 Muslim # 29.989, Abu Dawud # 1589, Nasa'i # 2460, Musnad Ahmad 4.162. 
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collectors as unjust. That is why the Prophet Muhammad <JL.jUpis» advised the deshrt 
Arabs to please the collectors, nevertheless. 

CONCEALING OR WITHHOLDING SOMETHING 


t%il CA Jifcli 5IX&31 Jit jl! < WAt > 


1784. Sayyiduna Bashir ibn al Khasasiyah narrated that the collectors of sadaqah 
(charity) committed excess on them (and collected more than the payable zakah 
(Annual due charity)). So, could they conceal so much of their properties as they 
exceeded in collecting? But he (the Prophet) ( A-»jUp&jU> said, "No." 1 
COMMENTARY: Those people wrongly imagined that the collectors of zakah (Annual due 
charity) wronged them but that was not so. 

THE COLLECTOR'S REWARD 




1785. Sayyiduna Rafi' ibn Khadij j narrated that Allah's Messenger (►U)* 9 Ap.&i i5 Lp 
said, "The collector of zakah (Annual due charity) who collects zakah (Annual due 
charity) equitably is like a ghazi (warrior) in Allah's path till he returns home." 2 


A GUIDELINE . 


±£ 4 . cii'V jt! jiij & si) I ^1) I ,_U y? Jy4£. 6* cVVA-V) 


1786. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb M w-j reported from his father from his 
grandfather that the Prophet Muhammad pU j Up said, 'The collector of zakah 
(Annual due charity) must not ask for the animals to be brought to him, nor must 
the owner take his animals far away. Their sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due 
charity )) must be collected in their homes." 3 

COMMENTARY: Neither must put the other to inconvenience by having him to travel to a 
long distance. The collector must come to the neighborhood and visit the houses one by 
one to collect their dues. 


THE EARNED PROPERTY 

jjJ.J jli jlSjs£#l(^J< w AV) 




1787. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L.jA-lpJi'^L® said, 

"He who gains some property is not required to pay zakah (Annual due charity) on 


1 Abu Dawud # 1586. 

2 Tirmidhi # 645, Abu Dawud # 2936, Ibn Majah # 1809, Musnad Ahmad 4-143. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1591, Musnad Ahmad 2-215. 
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it till a year passes (with it in his hands)." 1 

Tirmidhi stated that a section of scholars said that the hadith is mawquf at Ibn 
Umar (This property is called mustafad). 

COMMENTARY: Someone has eighty sheep but he has not had them for a full year. Again, 
he received forty one more sheep adding up his stock to one hundred and twenty one. The 
forty one acquired during the year are mustafad. Thus, it is defined as identical property 
received during the year. 

Ibn Maalik said that if a payer of zakah (Annual due charity) acquired more property of 
the same kind as he holds during the year, then zakah (Annual due charity) on the additional 
property will not be payable till he has had it for one complete year - when zakah (Annual 
due charity) will be zvajib (obligatory). 

Imam Shafi'I holds the same opinion. 

However, Imam Abu Hanifah holds that it is enough that a year should pass with the 
property already in a person's hand. As for every subsequently acquired property, whether 
a year posses holding it or not, zakah (Annual due charity) is zvajib (obligatory) on the total 
assets (at the end of the year period) of the original property). 

While Imam Ahamd holds the same opinion as Imam Shafi'I Imam Maalik 
agrees with Imam Abu Hanifah in agrees with Imam Abu Hanifah & that the 
subsequently acquired property will be governed with the original property. 

As for the meaning of the hadith, the Hanafi Ulama (Scholars) say that it does not 
mean what Imam Shafi'I interprets. Rather, it means that when a person receives 
property for the first time, zakah (Annual due charity) will be zvajib (obligatory) on him only 
when he has held the property for one year. The hadith does not refer to mustafad or 
freshly acquired wealth. 


ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) BEFORE YEAR IS OUT 

v jJ Ji <4 4* j-* jli trlJsJl s Jj & 0VAA) 


, . ✓ 6 f 

((J»JI jJ lj 4 + ifJt} 

1788. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that (Sayyiduna) Abbas asked Allah's 

Messenger Up Ah J-p about paying his sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due 
charity)) before the end of the year. He grave his permission to him to do that 2 
ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON WEALTH OF A MINOR 


L>*Vl (JUia 4jA£ 4UI I ^ » j l ojS-£>£■ 4li\ (jj 0^3 0 VA*\) 

^ • JV (Jiao ojlluj, q (Jbj o\jj —43jLa3l Jjs. Vj ^J^djS.9 ij j 


L5" 


1789. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb & narrated that from his father from his 
grandfather (Abdullah) -upAh^j that the Prophet Muhammad (U-^UpAii^ addressed 


1 Tirmidhi # 632. 

2 Tirmidhi # 641. 
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the people and said Beware O guardian of an orphan who possesses property! He 
must invest it in trading and not leave it (unused) so that the (yearly) zakah (Annual 
due charity) devours it." 

Tirmidhi said that the sub narrator al-Muthanna ibn as-Sabbah was weak so the 
line of transmission is questioned. 

COMMENTARY: Imam ShafiT Imam Maalik <fc***-j are Imam Ahmad contend 
that zakah (Annual due charity) is fard (compulsory) on the wealth of a minor too. Imam Abu 
Hanifah said that zakah (Annual due charity) is not fard (compulsory) on the wealth of a 
minor whether he is an orphan or not because according another hadith, the Prophet 
Muhammad said, "Three people are not made responsible. One who sleeps till 

he is asleep. One who is a minor till he attains adulthood. And, one who is insane till he 
regains sanity." This hadith is transmitted by Abu Dawud, Nasai'I and Haakim. And, 
Haakim has classified it as Sahih. 


SECTION III 

ABU BAKAR'S STEP AGAINST REJECTERS OF ZAKAH 


Cj^I j (Jls JlSj£ 3 ^Uasld 02 _£££• 


Vl 1 Vl ill V jll lA &l 4\ Js> js&l jjlll 

4JJIj Jfcdl Wjll g^jilj <j6 Jj.9 O* ifclSV *tll ijtf jltf 3* 

4 UI J.s <JU 3131 *}3\ (JJ-ij 1 Istlc. QyZs Jj 

(*uls kj 1 £3! • j l oJjlj Vl IaLo 

** ^ ^ ^ > ** ^ 


1790. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** -an ^j narrated that that when the Prophet 
Muhammad k died and (Sayyiduna) Abu Bakr <u* -it was made his 

Khalifah (Caliph) (caliph), some Arabs turned to disbelief (by refusing to pay 
zkah and Abu Bakr ix-k^j resolved to wage war against them). So, (Sayyiduna) 
Umar ibn al-Khattab asked Abu Bakr ^k^j, "How will you fight with the 

people while Allah's Messenger pL>)*J*kju> had said, T have been commanded to 
fight with the people till they affirm that there is no God but Allah, so whosoever 
affirms that there is no God but Allah, has protected his property and his self 
from me except for what is due from him and his reckoning is upon Allah." Abu 
Bakr said, 'By Allah, I shall certainly fight with those who differentiate 

between salalt (prayer) and zakah (Annual due charity), for, (just as salah (prayer) 
is a due on the person so) zakah (Annual due charity) is a due on property. By 
Allah, if they refuse to give me a kid that they used to give to Allah's Messenger 
I shall certainly fight with them because of their refusal." Umar k^j 
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** commented, "By Allah, it is not but that Allah has opened the heart of Abu 
Bakr Ait-ii\^^ to fight. So, I know that it is the truth." 1 

COMMENTARY: After the Prophet's ^3 aJs- k J*e> death, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr <u t- Ai\ 
became the first Khalifah (Caliph). Some mischief surfaced. The trials and mischiefs include 
the fitnah of apostasy. He put it down with daring and sound judgement. 

The hadith mentions another fitnah. Some tribes of the Arabs like the Ghatafan, Banu 
Sulaym and others, refused to pay zaknh (Annual due charity), an important and a basic 
obligation of Islam. If anyone neglects a fard (compulsory), that is one thing, but if he rejects 
it altogether that has a deeper meaning. Hence, the word (j£) (they became disbelievers) is 
used in its real sense because they rejected zakah (Annual due charity) whose obligatory 
nature is absolute and undeniable. Or, they are called (Kafara) (y£) (denied) because they 
refused to pay zakah (Annual due charity). So, their severe crime is looked down upon as 
disbelief through utter anger and extreme strictness. 

However, it is seen, the crime was very serious. Abu Bakr ax-m^j decided to wage war 
against them. Umar ** *#' tried to dissuade him at first, but then understood the 
reasoning of Abu Bakr and agreed with him. 

Some versions say that other Sahabah (Prophet's companions) A^k^e it and even Sayyiduna Ali 
tried to dissuade Abu Bakr They advised him to defer his action lest in the 

early stages after the Prophet's j aJ* ia death, an uprising might damage Islam. 
However, Abu Baki^in^j was unyielding and was prepared to go ahead all alone. This 
shows how daring and resolute he was. 

The Prophet's ^jAj+kj-e saying about one who has declared that there is no God but Allah 
means the complete kalimah tawhid, "There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is 
Allah's Messenger." To embrace Islam, both declarations should be made of Allah's unity 
and Prophet Muhammad's ^rhessenger ship. 

The person who recites the Kalimah tawhid is protected, save for what is due from him. 
This means diyat or blood money, retaliation or qisas and so on, for which things he will 
have to pay or be killed according to the crime. 

This person's reality is known only to Allah. If he only makes aiv outward show of Islam 
and does not believe inwardly than Allah will reckon with him. 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr a^m^j said about a kid against zakah (Annual due charity) only by way 
of example, for neither is a year old kid received against zakah (Annual due charity) nor is 
zakah (Annual due charity) wajib (obligatory) on such kids. It has been stated previously what 
is paid in zakah (Annual due charity) from sheep and other animals. 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr said that he would fight with them. This is explained in the 

same way as their disbelief is explained in the foregoing lines. If they reject the obligatory 
nature of zakah (Annual due charity) then he would fight with them for their disbelief and 
apostasy. If they do not reject it but will not pay it then he would fight with them to protect 
the symbols of Islam and to eliminate the mischief. 2 


1 Bukhari # 1399, Muslim # 32-20, Abu Dawud # 1556, Nasa'i 3091 Musnad Ahmad 1-19. 

2 For more information on rejecters, of zakah (Annual due charity) see Ibn Kathir's. 'The lives of the 
Noble Caliphs' (English translation) pp 30f, Darul Isha'at, Karachi (part of al-Bidayah wa an Nihayah! 
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TREASURE ON WHICH ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) IS NOT PAID 

pJ3\ jll Zle-J ) 

* 9 \ 9 

( j La ^ l o 1 Lj 4-liJaJ J) 4.? . A. Lg> 4JJs 

1791. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "On the day of resurrection, the treasure of any of you will be a huge bald 
snake. He will flee from it but it will chase him till he offers it his fingers to eat." 
Or, "The snake will make a morsel of his fingers." 1 
COMMENTARY: The treasure is the wealth on which zakah (Annual due charity) is not paid. 
It is also the wealth that is acquired unlawfully. 

The last sentence of the hadith accepts two meanings. The first is when the person tries to 
save himself and puts forward his fingers. But, the second meaning is more correct that the 
snake itself devours his fingers. 

JJLl5\ Li ^ Vj JlSJi V ks\S^aA Uilic I j9 <ulc. 3 «LaLjill 

1792. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud Xwj narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "If anyone does not pay the zakah (Annual due charity) on his property, then, 
on the day of resurrection, Allah will put a huge snake round his neck." Then, the 
Prophet Muhammad ( JL.j4 9 i*.3ji recited from Allah's Book the confirmation of this: 

tu 9 1 is?rr- 


{And as for those who are niggardly is expending that which Allah has granted t 
hem out of His bounty....} (3:180, the verse) 2 
(see also hadith # 1774) 

THE FORBIDDEN WILL DESTROY THE LAWFUL 

Vl iS YU tej)| oJsJ(X isjjhjLj &&\ ii! JJJ.J dJ is UfacAj 0' W) 

Y.9 A3j^3 vXuLt v'J Jll Si jJoljj 

cSiJLs <4 ^ ^5j *i-U4^d 

Ji.Jp! ^ • j l d- J sl IX q JLsil (JlaJ (Ji ^ 

U')]J ji si^pl -Xa-lj 

1793. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she heard Allah's Messenger UpXjLp 

say, "If zakah (Annual due charity) is mingled with any (wealth and) property, 
it destroy it." 


1 Musnad Ahmad 2-530. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3012, Nasa'i # 2441, Ibn Majah # 1784. 
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Al-Humaydi added that Bukhari Wj said, "when zakah (Annual due charity) 
is Wajib (obligatory) on you and you fail to pay it, so (it mingles with your property 
and) that which is forbidden will destroy that which is lawful ." 1 
Those who say that zakah (Annual due charity) is connected with concerned 
property directly, nor with responsibility, cite this hadith (alongwith Bukhari's 
aforemented explanation). - Muntaqa. Ahmad said that 'mingled' means that 
it mingles with a rich man's property when he accepts another's zakah (Annual due 
charity) though it is only for the poor. 

COMMENTARY: Bukhari i»'***-j and Imam Ahmad have both- given their different 
interpretations of the hadith. Both mean that unlawful wealth ruins lawful wealth when it 
is brought together with it. With the adulteration, all the lawful wealth is somehow lost or 
wasted, or blessing is removed from it. 

CONNECTED WITH PROPERTY ITSELF OR RESPONSIBILITY 
There is a difference of opinion on whether zakah (Annual due charity) should be paid from 
the same property on which it is paid, or it is a responsibility on the payer who may pay 
the value in kind or cash from his other resources. 

Imam Shafi'I and others, except Imam Abu Hanifah hold that zakah (Annual due 
charity) must be paid from that very property on which it is payable. Imam Abu Hanifah 
said that the payer must pay from his resources, the value of payable zakah (Annual 
due charity) and it is not necessary for him to pay from the same property on which he pays 
it. His responsibility will cease in either case. 

This question is discusses at length by Mulla Ali Qari in Mirqat and Shaykh Abdul 
Haq Muhaddith Dahlawi in Ash'ah ul lama'at. The students and scholars may peruse 
it in these books. 


CHAPTER - II 

PROPERTY ON WHICH ZAKAH (ANNUAL 3 ^^>6 \3nL> l? 

DUE CHARITY) IS WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) ^ ” * 

Shari'ah has made zakah (Annual due charity) fard (compulsory) on four kinds of properties: 

(i) Grazing animals, kept at pasture. 

(ii) Gold and Silver. 

(iii) Trade merchandise of whatever kind. 

(iv) Produce of fields and trees. 

The jurists do not use the word zakah (Annual due charity) for the fourth kind, but call it ushr. 
The imams agree that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on quadrupeds like 
camels, cows, sheep, ram, goats and buffaloes. They may be male or female. Zakah (Annual 
due charity) is not wjib on other animals. 

However, Imam Abu Hanifah holds that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) 
on horses too. This will be explained in the pages following. 

The Imams also agree that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on gold and silver 
and trade merchandise. 

Those things that are perishable an do not remain for one year, zakah (Annual due charity) is not 


1 Bayhaqi in Sha'b ul Eeman, Shafi'I in his musnad p 99, Bukhari in his Tarikh. 
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wajib (obligatory) on them according to other imams, like cucumber, melon and other vegetables 
etc. Zakah (Annual due charity) is zuajib (obligatory) on dates and raisin when their holding is five 
wasq. If they are less then five wasq, zakah (Annual due charity) is not payable on them. 

Imam Abu Hanifah holds that ushr (one-tenth) is payable as zuajib (obligatory) on 

produce of land whether produce is less or more, but ushr is not zuajib (obligatory) on 
bamboos, wood and grass. He relies on he Prophet's words: 





"It is zuajib (obligatory) to pay one tenth on everything that grows from the land." 

For ushr to be wajib (obligatory) on the produce of land there is no stipulation of a measure 
or quantity. There also is no stipulation of time like the passing of a year. Rather, whatever 
and whenever the produce, it will be zuajib (obligatory) to pay one-tenth. This is contrary to 
other properties on whom zakah (Annual due charity) is zuajib (obligatory) only when they 
amount to the nisab and are held for one year. 


SECTION I 


NISAB 




4^ sin j^> jts ^ & < mi > 


13 jjJI tV9 (jl ql s. * J 1 <i _L^>1 Cr? (5^jI 

(<ulc (jJ? 


1794. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al Khudri j narrated that Allah's Messenger kju> 
said, "Zakah (Annual due charity) is not payable on less than five wasq (or 
camel-load) of dates. And ,zakah (Annual due charity) is not payable on less than 
five ooqiyas (ounces) of silver. And, zakah (Annual due charity) is not payable on 
less than five heads of camels." 1 

COMMENTARY: One wasq is equal to sixty sa' or approximately 135 kg, more or less. As 
for dates, one-tenth will be wajib (obligatory) as ushr on produce of five wasq. No zakah 
(Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on less than five wasq (dates.) this is opinion of 
Imam Shafi'I Imam Abu Yusuf k*^j and Imam Muhammad On his part. Imam 
Abu Hanifah k^j said that no nisab applies on the produce of land, and it is wajib 
(obligatory) to pay zakah (Annual due charity) on tenth of the produce whatever it be. Even if 
it is the least possible production, one tenth of it is wajib (obligatory) to be paid. The Hanafis 
follow the verdict of Imam Abu Hanifah 

As for this hadith, the Hanafis say that it refers to dates for trading because at that time 
they were brought and sold by the wasq measure. Each wasq of date was priced at 
forty dirhams. The value of five wasq at this rate was two hundred dirhams and it is 
the nisab for trading. 

Awaq is the plural of ooqiyah. Each ooqiyah is forty dirhams or 122.47 grammes. Five 
ooqiyah will be two hundred dirhams which is the nisab of silver for zakah (Annual due 


1 Bukhari # 1459, Muslim # 1-979, Abu Dawud # 1558, Tirmidhi # 626, Nasa'i # 2445, Ibn Majah # 
1793, Darimi # 1633, Muwatta Maalik # 2 (Zakah (Annual due charity)). Musnad Ahmad 3-60. 
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charity) which comes to five dirhams. Zakah (Annual due charity) is not zoajib (obligatory) on 
silver less than the value of two h undred dirhams (or 216.5 grammes). 

This was the nisab of dirham silver (aims). If silver is in some other form, like jewellery, 
then the same principle is applied. Zakah (Annual due charity) will be paid in the same way. 1 
The nisab is the minimum that attracts zakah (Annual due charity). If anyone possesses more 
than the nisab, then the clear way to calculate is to pay at 2.5 percent, meaning that the 
zakah (Annual due charity) for every rupees one hundred is rupees two and a half. 

The hadith makes no mention of gold. The nisab of gold is twenty mithqal. Zakah (Annual 
due charity) is not zoajib (obligatory) on less than that. If anyone has the nisab or more of gold, 
then one fortieth of the amount or its value must be paid as zakah (Annual due charity). 

If gold and silver together add up to the nisab, zakah (Annual due charity) will be zoajib 
(obligatory). Similarly, if anyone's possession of silver and trade merchandise add up to the 
nisab he is liable to pay zakah (Annual due charity). And again, if anyone has trade 
merchandise and cash adding up to the nisab then he will have to pay zakah (Annual due 
charity). It is zoajib (obligatory) in all these cases. 

Gold and silver may be in any form whatsoever, even untensils, zakah (Annual due charity) 
is zoajib (obligatory) on them. Silver on borders and laces should also be calculated if this 
comes to the nisab zakah (Annual due charity) is zoajib (obligatory). Pearls, rubies and other 
stones do not have zakah (Annual due charity) zoajib (obligatory) on them even if anyone 
possessions millions of rupees worth of them. If they are trade merchandise, then zakah 
(Annual due charity) is payable on them. 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON SLAVES & HORSES 


ii Vj ? J4£. SliA^ilSl j* jL,j & ibl & sill j j-« jls jls Li f uf* (m<>) 

(4_U I 51a 4> Vi Si JL& . Jit Q jll J5l jj Qj f-jS* 


1795. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( jL.j4 s Ap«Sii tf U> 

said, "No sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity)) is (zvajib (obligatory)) on a 
Muslim on his slave and on his horse." 

According to another version: He said, "No sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due 
charity)) is (zoajib (obligatory)) onhim on that slave, except hat the sadaqat ul 
fitr is due." 2 

COMMENTARY: The hadith refers to the slave and horse not stocked for trading. Imam 
ShafiT Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad (H) follow this hadith. Imam 
Abu Hanifah contends that if the horses and mares together graze in the open fields 
for most of the year then zakah (Annual due charity) is zoajib (obligatory) on them. The nisab lS ^ 
calculated at one dinar per head and on the total zakah (Annual due charity) is paid at one- 
fortieth (2.5 % of value). 

It is stated in fatawa Qadi Khan, Durr Mukhrtar and Fatawa Alamgiri that the Hanafis 
follow Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad that zakah (Annual due charity) 


1 In ancient times, silver coins were in circulation and it was necessary to go by that and Mazahir Haq 
(urdu) had these examples, otherwise the simple method is one fortieth of silver, or its value is zakah 
(Annual due charity). (That is 2.5%) 

2 Bukhari # 1464, Muslim 3 8-982, Abu Dawud # 1595, Tirmidhi # 628, Nasa'i # 2467, Ibn Majah # 
1812, DArimi # 1632, Muwatta # 37 (Zakah (Annual due charity)), Musnad Ahmad 2-242. 
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is not wajib (obligatory) on horses. 

DETAILS ABOUT NISAB 

\ bJI loi IJuto b-dS” n. • j l <jb| cl^J 0 

&}lj Uj 5l3l >1 £jJI j d*ilsi j jjj tjSj.9 ^1 SdS^i oJub 

I4.9C^5 £| Ja*j> ^.9 L&9^9 J4^O^ j l 4 frf*j d^ ojU- Ll i H O^ t4l~“> 

l»*£d*L U~j9 ds^4j usr^ diu^.r-^j d^Ib \iU sl£ u~+>- ^ d$ liji 

<&i di fife*JU 4* ddk 1S1 I jTJ dlas&J 4* d^b 1# 

liL, d--»b liU Sc-ii Is^a 9 di SJ^-lj dbbj taU (J 44 I-) Sjl*. Uii9 
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. 1 iU} 

1796. It is reported about Sayyiduna Anas that when Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 

**&<s*j (the amir ul muminin) sent him to Bahrayn (a place near Busrah), he wrote a 
letter (of guidance) to him; 

In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the Merciful. This is about the fard 
(compulsory) (sadaqah (charity)) that Allah's Messenger (O-ja^asiJLp imposed on the 
Muslims on the command of Allah to impose it. Those Muslims on whom a just 
demand is made (for zakah (Annual due charity)) must pay it, but those on whom a 
demand is made for an amount in excess (of the Shari'ah prescribed) must nbt pay 
(the excess demand). 

(The nisab of zakah (Annual due charity) is:) On camels twenty four or less in 
number a sheep is payable for every five. (There is no zakah (Annual due charity) on 
less than five camels. Between five and nine, one sheep; ten and fourteen, two; 
fifteen and nineteen, three sheep and twenty and twenty four, four sheep) when 
they the camels) are twenty five to thirty five, a she camel in her second year (bint 
makhad) is payable. When they are thirty six to forty five, a she camel in her third 
year (bint labun) is to be paid, who they are forty six to sixty, a she camel in her 
fourth year that is ready to respond to a stallion(hiqqah). When they are sixty one to 
seventy five a she camel in her fifth year (jadh'ah) is when they are seventy six to 
ninety, two she camels in their third year are payable. When they are ninety one to 
one hundred and twenty, two she camels in their fourth year that are ready to oblige 
a stallion are payable. When they ate more than one hundred and twenty, one she- 
camel in her third year is payable for every forty and a she camel in her fourth year 
for every fifty. If anyone has only four camels, sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due 
charity)) is not wajib (obligatory) on them unless their owner wishes (to pay an 
optional charity as much as he wishes). When they are five (camels), one sheep is 
payable on them. 

If anyone whose camels are the number on which a she camel in her fifth year is 
payable (as zakah (Annual due charity)) and he does not have it but has a she-camel 
in her fourth year, then that will be acceptable from him alongwith two sheep if he 
can pay them easily, otherwise (he should pay) twenty dirhams. 

If anyone whose camels are so many that on them a she camel in her fourth year 
is payable and he does not have it but has a she camel in her fifth year, then that 
will be acceptable from him and the collector will have to give him twenty 
dirhams or two sheep. 

If anyone whose camels are the number on which a she camel in her fourth^year is 
payable and he has none but one in her third year, then that will be acceptable from 
him alongwith two sheep or twenty dirhams. 

If anyone whose camels are so many that on them a she camel in her third year is 
payable and he has one in her fourth year, then that is acceptable from him and the 
collector must give him twenty dirhams or two sheep. 

If anyone whose camels are the number on which a she camel in her third year is 
payable and he does not have it but has one'in her second year, then that will be 
acceptable from him and he will have to pay alongwith it twenty dirhams or two sheep. 
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If anyone whose camels are the number on which a she camel in second year is 
payable and he does not have it but has one in her third year than that will be 
acceptable from him and the collector will reimburse him with twenty dirhams or 
two sheep. However, if he does not have a she camel in her second year as payable 
and has a male camel in its third year, then that will be acceptable from him 
without any further demand alongwith it (on him, nor will the collector pay 
anything to him). 

As for the sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity)) on sheep that are 
pasturing: when they are from forty to one hundred and twenty, a sheep is payable. 
Above one hundred and twenty to two hundred, two sheep are payable. From over 
two hundred to three hundred, three sheep are payable. When they are more than 
three hundred, one sheep is payable for every hundred. 

If anyone has pasturing sheep even one less than forty. No sadaqah (charity) is 
payable on the unless their owner wishes (to pay an optional charity). 

An old sheep, one with a defect in the eye, or a male goat may not be presented as 
sadaqah (charity) unless the collector is willing. 

Those that are in different flocks should not be put together and those that are in 
one flock should not be separated for fear of zakah (Annual due charity). 

If two people are partners in one nisab, then they must apportion with fairness the 
due of each. 

On dirhams, a fortieth is payable. If anyone has only one hundred and ninety 
(which is less than the nisab) then nothing is payable unless their owner pays 
voluntarily (of his own record). 1 

COMMENTARY: Previously, we read a hadith calling upon the payers of zakah (Annual due 
charity) to please the zakah (Annual due charity) collector even if he acts unjustly towards 
them (Hadith # 1782). Another (# 1783) recounts how some people complained to the 
Prophet Muhammad pL.jUpiii of the harsh attitude of the collectors and their demand for 
excess. They asked if they could conceal some of their properties from them. He did not 
allow them to do any such thing. 

In this hadith, those who are asked to pay more are instructed not to pay. The fact is that in 
those times, the collectors were the salmbah (Prophet's companions) who could not be 

expected to wrong anyone or demand more than the due. It was the payers who had a 
wrong impression about them. In this case, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ** *»i ^ spoke of the 
collectors who were not the sahabah (Prophet's companions) but they were other 

people. They were liable to commit excess so, he gave instructions that excess demand 
should not be met. 

When the number exceeds one hundred one twenty, Qadi said that the calculation 
must not begin afresh for zakah (Annual due charity). Rather, at an increase of every forty a 
she-camel in her third year, and at an increase of every fifty a she camel in her fourth year 
should be paid towards zakah (Annual due charity). Most imams observe this verdict, but 
Imam Abu Hanifah said that the calculation must begin all over again. Hence, when 
the number of camels exceed one hundred and twenty, two hiqqah (or she camels in their 
fourth year) and one sheep will be (zvajib (obligatory)) payable. 

In this way till the number of twenty four, one sheep will be wajib (obligatory) on 


1 Bukhari (in part) # 1454,1453,1448,1455,1450. 
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every five and so on. 

At twenty five and more than twenty five one bint makhad (a she camel in her second year) 
will be payable (as wajib (obligator}/)). 

In this way calculation will be made till the end according to the earlier order. 

Imam Nakha'I and Imam Thawri j held the same opinion. They cite the words of 
the Prophet Muhammad *L*j -i' "When the number of the camels exceeds one 
hundred, the calculation must begin afresh." 

The same opinion is attributed to Sayyiduna Ali 

The zakah (Annual due charity) of the camels is payable (as zuajib (obligatory)) though the 
female camels, or their value. The zakah (Annual due charity) of the cows and sheep may be 
paid, without distinction, through male or female animal. Zakah (Annual due charity) may be 
paid towards them through male animals or their value, or female or their value. 

As for the words that if the payer does not possess a she camel in her second year worthy 
of payment Ibn Maalik j has said that it could have three meanings: 

(i) He simply does not have a she camel one year old, in her second year. 

(ii) He has it, but it is not of sound health and as good as not possessing it. 

(iii) He has it, but it is very previous. ( Zakah (Annual due charity) is to be paid by 
property of average or moderate value) 

In such a case when he does not have a she camel in her second year, he may pay a male 
camel in its third year as zakah (Annual due charity). Noting else is either payable receivable. 
Against this, if a female camel is paid of higher value or a lower value, then the collector 
returns two sheep or twenty dirhams or, in the latter case, the payer gives an additional 
payment of two sheep or twenty dirhams. This shows that a female compensates difference 
in age (of the animal). 

The hadith speaks of posturing sheep only, but this condition applies to every animals 
sheep or camel or cow. That will be necessary when paying zakah (Annual due charity). They 
ought to have postured for most of the year, meaning more then half year. If an animal is 
given lay to graze at home for most of the year then zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib 
(obligatory) on it.' 

The nisab of seep is forty. If they are less then forty, then zakah (Annual due charity) on them 
is not wajib (obligatory). At forty, it will be wajib (obligatory) to pay one sheep as zakah 
(Annual due charity) and up to one hundred and twenty only one sheep is wajib (obligatory) 
zakah (Annual due charity). The hadith gives the calculation up to three hundred. After that, 
one sheep is payable for every one hundred sheep. This means that if one has four hundred 
sheep, he will pay four as zakah (Annual due charity). Most ulama (Scholars) and imams 
agree with this opinion, but Hasan ibn Salih wj said that even if he has one sheep above 
three hundred, he will pay four sheep as wajib (obligatory) zakah (Annual due charity). 
Defective animals should not be paid to the collectors of zakah (Annual due charity) if all 
one's property or most of it is free from defect. However, if all of the property is defective, 
then a selection should be made for the average. 

It is disallowed to take a he goat against zakah (Annual due charity), because people keep the 
male goat with the female to breed them. If the male goat is taken away, the owner will 
suffer. Or, the reason is that its flesh is bad smelling and of poor taste. 

The separate flocks must not be brought together. The background is the question. Is zakah 
(Annual due charity) calculated on the total number of sheep or against the word of the 
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owner. Imam Shafi'I said that zakah (Annual due charity) is paid on the basis of the 
total in the flocks and he does not trust the owner for that Imam Abu Hanifah &***•> said 
that number in the flocks are not the basis but the owner's word is trusted. Thus, if anyone 
has eighty sheep in who separate flocks. According to imam Shafi'I the basis is the 
number of flocks. So two sheep will be collected towards zakah (Annual due charity) from the 
two flocks. Imam Abu Hanifah tin**-) will have only one sheep from both flocks together, 
for though they are eighty sheep divided in two flocks, yet there only is one owner and 
they fall in the slab of forty to one hundred and twenty and only one sheep is wajib 
(obligatory) zakah (Annual due charity). Only one sheep will be collected from this man. 

The second example is of eighty sheep all in a single flock belonging two people. According 
to Imam Shafi'I only one sheep will be collected from this flock. But, Imam Abu 

Hanifah m will have two sheep collected from this flock because, though they are 
together in one flock, yet they have two different owner each possessing forty sheep each 
making one sheep wajib (obligatory) as zakah (Annual due charity) on his property. 

Keeping this in mind, the words of the hadith not to bring different flocks together are 
interpreted by Imam Shafi'I to refer to the owner. If one person has forty sheep and 
another has forty, they must not being them together to escape zakah (Annual due charity), 
and pay on eighty in the slab and thus pay only one sheep instead of two, so they must not 
combine them into one. 

In the some may, he must not separate the animals from the single flock. This prohibition 
also refers to the owner. Suppose he has twenty sheep that are together with someone elses 
in his flock. So, he must not separate his sheep from that person's flock to escape payment 
of zakah (Annual due charity) on the lot, for, if they are outside the flock, he will not have to 
pay zakah (Annual due charity) on them. 

Imam Abu Hanifah interpreted these words to refer to the collector of zakah (Annual due 
charity). He must not bring together sheep in diverse flocks into one to be able to collect zakah 
(Annual due charity). In separate flocks they may be out of the nisab, so he puts them together 
to make them liable to zakah (Annual due charity). So it is not allowed to him to do so. 

The second prohibition, too applies to the zakah (Annual due charity) collector. He must not 
separate animals that belong to one slab. If a person has eighty sheep, forty at one place 
and as many at another place, the collector must not treat them as two separate properties 
to collect two sheep from him. Rather, he must have them counted together in one slab and 
collect only one sheep as per the rule, because they are under one ownership and only one 
sheep is wajib (obligatory) zakah (Annual due charity) on eighty sheep. 

As for two different people being partners in one nisab, the collector will collect according 
to procedure but they will settle their accounts themselves. For example, if they have two 
hundred sheep. One partner owns forty of those and the other one hundred and sixty. On 
the total wajib (obligatory) zakah (Annual due charity) is two sheep. The collector will collect 
one sheep from each of them because he cannot divide a sheep. In this way, the first person 
will suffer a loss because he owns only forty but pays the same zakah (Annual due charity) as 
t he owner of one hundred and sixty sheep. After the collector takes the sheep, these two 
men must settle their account. The owner of the forty sheep will get from the other three 
fifths of the value of his sheep. So, his payment of zakah (Annual due charity) will be two 
fifths (value of sheep). The rest will be the payment of the other person. This is the 
implication of 'they will apportion with fairness.' 
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USHR ON PRODUCE OF LAND 

1797. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

,JL.j Up in JLo said, "That which is watered by the heaven (rain) and springs, or is 
athari (y^) meaning stumbles on water by accident like trees on banks of rivers, or 
undergrounds moisture), one tenth is payable on that. That for which water is 
drawn by animals (like camels) on its produce, the zvajib (obligatory) zakah (Annual 
due charity) is on twentieth." 1 

COMMENTARY: Athri is the land irrigated by the ditch or canals dug in earth to channel 
water to fields, etc. Or, it is the land near water and always remains moist and green. 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON BURIED TREASURE 

j JLLJLS\j iU>J& J&ii dll j-6 ^31 jjJJ jls jl! q>\ (mA) 


tyf rf 


1798. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUpia JL* 

said, "Blood wit or retaliation is not liable for wound caused by an animal, for 
death (or wound), while having a well dug or while having a mine excavated One 
fifth is payable as zakah (Annual due charity) or rikaz." 2 
COMMENTARY: If an animal like a horse, ox, buffalo, wounds someone or destroys 
something or kills someone and no human being is with the animal and it is day time, then 
that is forgiven to the owner (or keeper) of the animal. No retaliation or fine is imposed on 
him. However, if someone is riding the animal or leading it along when this happens, then 
blood wit, retaliation or penalty is wajib (obligatory) on the owner, because there is an 
element of carelessness and negligence on his part. Similarly, if an animal escapes in the 
night and hurts someone or wrecks something, then its owner will be liable to damages 
and to make compensation, because animals are shackled in the night and he was careless 
in not doing so. These comments are made in the light of other ahadith and evidences. 

If anyone hires labourers to dig a well or a mine and, as a result of an accident, any of them 
dies, then no blood wit or compensation is zvajib (obligatory) on the employer. The same 
applies whether he is having a well dug in his own premises or on a utility land whose 
owner is unknown and some human being or animal dies in it. However, if any one has a 
well dug on the highway or on someone else's land without his permission and someone or 
an animal falls and dies the damages or bloodwit will be zvajib (obligatory) on the 'qiblah of 
the person digging the well. The same command applies to one who has some portion of 
land excavated for gold, silver, turquoise blue or sand. 

WHO IS AAQILAH: It is a juristic term. It means the companions or friends of the person 
who is responsible for the death of someone accidentally, like, in this hadith, falling into 


1 Bukhari # 1483, Abu Dawud # 1596, Tirmidhi # 640, Nasa'i # 2488, Ibn Majah # 1816, Muwatta 
Maalik # 33 (Zakah (Annual due charity)) 

2 Bukhari # 1499, Muslim It 45-1210, Abu Dawud # 4592, Tirmidhi # 643, Nasa'i # 2495, Ibn Majah # 
2673, Darimi # 1168, Muwatta Maalik # 12 (Zakalj (Annual due charity)), Musnad Ahmad 2-228. 
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the well. He who has the well dug is the one whose aaqilah will be liable to damages. His 
friends or companions, where he works are the aaqilah, but if he has none then his tribe or 
family are his aaqilah. 

WHY MUST AAQILAH PAY: Though this person has committed the crime 
unintentionally, yet he may continue to be careless. Someone has to guarantee his conduct. 
So, the aaqilah are made responsible to watch over him. 

WHAT IS RIKAZ: Imam Abu Hanifah -auw-j said that the rikaz in this hadith means mine. 
But, the people of the Hijaz say that rikaz is the treasure of the jahiliyah (ignorance era) 
buried in the earth. As for as this hadith is concerned, the meaning suggested by Imam 
Abu Hanifah it***-., is more appropriate. Indeed, a saying of the Prophet Muhammad -i'JLo 
also brings out this meaning of rikaz. He was asked about it and he said that rikaz is 
the gold and silver that Allah placed in the earth when he created it. 

KIND OF THINGS EXCAVATED FROM EARTH: There are three kinds of excavated 
things from mines. 

(i) Solid things that melt when put in fire and can be moulded or minted as 
coins. Examples are gold, silver, iron, pewter, tin, etc. 

(ii) Non solids like water, oil, pitch, sulpher etc. 

(iii) Non combustibles that will be melt in fire and cannot be moulded, like 
stone, lime, sulphurate of arsenic. 

Of these three kinds, zakah (Annual due charity) is levied only on the first kind. Khums or 
one-fifth is wajib (obligatory) and the condition of the passage of one year does not apply. 
According to Imam ShafiT & <w-j of the minerals, zakah (Annual due charity) is zvajib 
(obligatory) only on gold and silver. It is not wajib (obligatory) on other excavations from 
mines, like iron, pewter, etc. 


SECTION II 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON COWS & OXEN 
. Six& Ijit*! <JJ|5llj J3.I CA -is A^S ill (>£> ijl JjJo jll jll eg 0W> 
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1^1 olli v£j5I j ^ j jl.9 (Jj, ^ ♦ j liLlfl SJL3.1J C-ul j ^ • jj.9 JiUj (JU &Li 

^ • j JL jV d 9 V), jA ^ • j ls sLi 4 JL 0 (J5" ^9 mJLo CjjI j 1 3ls ajLo 
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1799. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jaJLp-Sii^Lo said, "I have 

exempted horses and slaves (from zakah (Annual due chanty), provided the slave is 
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not part of trade merchandise and the different opinion about horses have been 
discussed previously, e.g. hadith 1795) You must pay zakah (Annual due charity) on 
silver at one dirham for every forty (when its holding is equal to the nisab of two 
hundred dirhams because) nothing is payable on one hundred and ninety. When 
silver is to the total of two hundred dirhams, five dirhams are wajib (obligatory) 
towards zakah (Annual due charity)." 

According to the version of Abu Dawud from al-Harith al-Awar -i' from 
Sayyiduna Ali & from the Prophet Muhammad u* *#t j^>, Zuhayr it -w-j 
presumed that he said, "Pay every year) one dirhams out of forty dirhams (which is 
one fortieth). Nothing is wajib (obligatory) on you till you have full two hundred 
dirhams. When you have two hundred dirhams, five dirhams are wajib (obligatory) 
(as zakah (Annual due charity)). When that is more than two hundred dirhams 
zakah (Annual due charity) will be wajib (obligatory) in the some proportion. 

As for sheep, one sheep is wajib (obligatory) (as zakah (Annual due charity)) for 
every forty sheep up to one hundred and twenty. If there is one more, then up to 
two hundred sheep two sheep are wajib (obligatory). If there are more than three 
hundred, one sheep is wajib (obligatory) for every one hundred. However, if you 
have only thirty nine, nothing is wajib (obligatory) on them. 

As for cattle, the nisab is a year-old male calf for every thirty an a cow in its third 
year for every forty, as wajib (obligatory) zakah (Annual due charity). Nothing is 
wajib (obligatory) (as zakah (Annual due charity)) on animals used for work." 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad abide by the 

hadith and say that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) in the same proportion 
who one's holding exceeds two hundred dirhams, one-fortieth will be paid as zakah 
(Annual due charity). Imam Abu Hanifah in***), however, said that zakah (Annual due 
charity) will be wajib (obligatory) on the amount exceeding two hundred dirhams only 
when that is forty dirhams. If it is less than forty, then no zakah (Annual due charity) is 
wajib (obligatory) on it, but will be paid only for two hundred dirhams. His deduction is 
based on other ahadith too. 

A male calf is to be given as zakah (Annual due charity) for cows. Hence it is the same whether 
the male is paid or t he female. This is more clear in a following tradition. It is not necessary 
when paying zakah (Annual due charity) against cows and she^p to give only the female. In 
this case, it is different from the camels whose zakah (Annual due charity) is always a female. 
There is no such restriction for cows and sheep. (But see commentary on hadith # 1796). 
Allamah Ibn Hajr said that if cows or bulls are more than forty, zakah (Annual due 
charity) will not be paid cn the excess till the number rises on sixty. When they are sixty in 
number, two male or two female one year old calves will be wajib (obligatory). Thereafter, at 
every forty a two year old bull or cow will be wajib (obligatory). At every thirty, a one year 
old bull or cow will be payable. For example, at seventy, one each two year old and one 
year old will be given. At eighty, two two year olds, at ninety, three one year olds and at 
one hundred, two one year olds and one two year old will be wajib (obligatory). So, too, at 
every thirty one or.c-year old and at every forty one two year old will be paid towards 
zakah (Annual due charity). 


1 Abu Dawud # 1574, Tirmidhi # 620, Nasa'i # 2477, Ibn Majah # 1790, Darimi # 1629, Musnad 
Ahmad ff 1-92, (The second version) Abu Dawud # 1572. 
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While Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad agree with Ibn Hajar on 
his verdict that no zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on cows or bulls in excess 
of forty till their number reaches sixty. Imam Abu Hanifah said that zakah (Annual 
due charity)' will be calculated and paid for the number above forty till it reaches sixty. At 
sixty, two one years old will be wajib (obligatory) and rest of the payment will be 
according to the foregoing outline. Thus, if the number is even one above forty one 
fortieth of a two year old or one thirtieth of a one year old - meaning the value of these 
(in cash) - will have to be paid. For any number above it, calculation shall be made in this 
manner. The writer of the Hadiyah and his followers opine that this contention of Imam 
Abu Hanifah is the only reliable. 1 

As for nothing being wajib (obligatory) on animals being put to work, any of the animals that 
are used for need, like bull or ox to draw water or carry load then, even if their number 
reaches the nisab, zakah (Annual due charity) on them is not wajib (obligatory). The same 
command applies to camels, etc. while Imam Abu Hanifah &***•> Imam ShafiT and 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal abide by this hadith. Imam Maalik says that zakah 
(Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on these animals too. 


cK(S s ^ • j ' 1 U)^JL3t n J_j\ jlii ‘) 
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1800. Sayyiduna Mu'adh k *narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad JLe 

* f I 

sent him to Yemen, he instructed him to take (as zakah (Annual due charity)) a 
one year old male or female calf for every thirty cows, and a cow in its third year for 
every forty cows. 2 

SINFUL TO COLLECT MORE ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) THAN DUE 




1801. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "He 

who exceeds in collecting zakah (Annual due charity), more than due is like one 
who does not pay zakah (Annual due charity)." 3 
(It is as much a sin to collect more as it is to fail to pay the due) 


GRAIN & DATES 




1802. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrted that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "No sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity)) is payable on 
grain and dates till they are five awsaq (or five camel load in quantity). 4 


1 An animal one year old is described as in its second year a two year old as in its third year, and so 
on. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1578, Tiimidhi # 623, Nasa'i # 450, Ibn Majah # 1803, Darimi # 1624. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1585, Tirmidhi # 646, Ibn Majah # 1808. 

4 Muslim # 5-979, Nasa'i # 2485, Musnad Ahmad 3-502. 
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COMMENTARY: Zakah (Annual due charity) payable on these two items is mentioned in 
hadith # 1794. The wasq is defined there. 


UH jls £glh c£ ilii (Jll OA*r) 





1803. Sayyiduna Musa ibn Talhah & <u^-j narrated that they had the letter of 
(Sayyiduna) Mu'adh ibn Jabal from the Prophet Muhammad He 

said that the Prophet Muhammad had instructed him to collect sadaqah 

(charity) on wheat, barley, raisins and dates. 1 
This hadith is mursal. It is transmitted by sharh us Sunnah. 


COMMENTARY: This does not mean that zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on 
only these four produce of land. Rather, according to Imam Shafi'I zakah (Annual due 
charity) is levied on every produce of land that can be food for a human being and 
according to the Hanafis, zakah (Annual due charity) is payable on every produce of the land 
whether it is food or not for life. This hadith refers to only four things as a particular case 
because they were available in that area. 


ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON GRAPES 

tf'j aJiSjLj&ibi v &.6*j (u - l) 


(jjl 




1804. Sayyiduna Attab ibn Usayd j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
(Ju-jUc- said about zakah (Annual due charity) on (vines or) grapes that they should 
be estimated as dates are estimated. Then zakah (Annual due charity) on them 
should be paid when they dry (as raisins) just as zakah (Annual due charity) is paid 
on dates when they are dry. 2 


COMMENTARY: When grapes and dates become sweet, an expert can estimate their 
quantity because they are dry. 

Imam Abu Hanifah j said that when they are dry, one tenth of their quantity whatever 
it is should be paid towards zakah (Annual due charity). 

However, Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad, the two companions of Imam Abu 
Hanifah and Imam ShafiT said that zakah (Annual due charity) at one-tenth will 
be paid when they reach tb* 3 limit of nisab which is five wasq. 


j I Jil 11 - ’ ) Ui * jib 11 js-lj IJo^.9 


1805. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Abu Hathmah **-5 ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger J-e 
used to say, "When you have estimated (the zakah (Annual due charity) on 


1 Musnad Ahmad 5-228, Daraqutni # 8. 

2 Abu Dawuti # 1603, Tirmidhi # 644, Nasa'i # 2618, Ibn Majah # 1819. 
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grapes and dates), take away (two thirds of them) and leave one-third, but if you 
will not spare one third then leave one-fourth (at least)." 1 

COMMENTARY: This address is to the collectors of zakah (Annual due charity). They were 
instructed to first determine the zakah (Annual due charity) payable and then take two thirds 
of it and spare one third so that the owner may feed his neighbours and travellers. Imam 
Abu Hanifah k^ i and Imam Maalik k^^ give their verdict on this basis and though 
Imam ShafiT k^j had originally subscribed to this view yet later he said that the amount 
of zakah (Annual due charity) is wajih (obligatory) and nothing should be spared from it. 

He said that this hadith concerns the Jews of Khaybar. The Prophet Muhammad ,JL- itkj** 
had agreed with them share-cropping at half the produce of dates for them and half for 
him. Hence, he gave this command to the men deputed to estimate the produce of dates 
there. They were to leave for the Jews as a gesture of good will one third or one fourth of 
the dates and then divide the rest half and half. They were to hand over one half to the 
Jews and send the other to the Prophet's pL> court. 

ESTIMATE OF DATE 


J 3li! eJl! XJjlS 0 A *“0 


1806. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ,*JL. j aJp k 

used to send (Sayyiduna) Abdullah ibn Rawahah <u* k ^ to the Jews. He would 
make an estimate of the dates when they were ready (and sweet) but before they 
were eaten at all. 2 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON HONEY 

S\jJ -ij i|jl $ Q cM' 4* Ji45 jll jlS J4i- c£\ oA* V) 
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1807. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL.j dp k 
said about honey that on every ten skins, one skin is paid towards zakah 
(Annual due charity). 3 

Tirmidhi said that the isnad of the hadith is not sound. Moreover, most of the 
ahadith on this subject are weak. 

COMMENTARY: The imams differ on this subject. Imam ShafiT said that there is no 
zakah (Annual due charity) on honey. Imam Abu Hanifah k< said that zakah (Annual due 
charity) is payable on honey irrespective of its quantity provided it is from ushri land. He 
cites the hadith: 'The ushr is wajib (obligatory) on every produce of land.' He maintained 
that it is also zuajib (obligatory) to pay one-tenth on the honey collected from mountains. 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON JEWELLERY 

gLdJI b Jill aill JjJJ ISdaL dJl! 4iJ! j ds. SIJ^I u*-j 0A‘A) 


1 Abu Dawud it 1605, Tirmidhi # 643, Nasa'i it 2491, Darimi # 3619, Musnad Ahmad 3-448. 

2 Abu Dawud if 1606, Ibn Majah # 1820, Muwatta Maalik #1 (Muqaqah) Musnad Ahmed 2.24. 

3 Tirmidhi # 269. 
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1808. Sayyidah Zaynab wife of Sayyiduna Abdullah (Ibn Mas'ud)** k ^ 

narrated that Allah's Messenger <*!-} Up k J-e addressed them, saying. "O you 
company of women, pay zakah (Annual due charity) (on your property) even if it is 
from your jewellery because you will from the majority of the inmates of hell, on 
the day of resurrection." 1 

COMMENTARY: Women are generally more devoted to the world and- its 4 things 
because of which they do not pay zakah (Annual due charity) and are not motivated to 
spend in Allah's path. So they are advised to be content with what Allah has given 
them and pay zakah (Annual due charity) and give charity to earn the mercy of Allah on 
the day of resurrection. 

Imam Abu Hanifah said that zakah (Annual due charity) is zvajib (obligatory) on jewellary 
when its value is as much as the nisab. The ancient opinion of Imam ShafiT k ^j was identical. 
Imam Maalik and Imam Ahmad k^j said that zakah (Annual due charity) is not 
zvajib (obligatory) on that jewellery of women whose use is permissible, but is zvajib 
(Obligatory) on the jewellery whose use is forbidden. The final opinion of Imam Shafi'I 
k*+*j was the same as theirs. 

Imam Abu Hanifah relied on this hadith that establishes zakah (Annual due charity) as 
zvajib (obligatory) on jewellery without distinction. 

About the jewellery that is permissible or forbidden, recourse may be had to muharrir and 
other books of the ShafiT school of thought. 
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1809. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb narrated from his father from his grand 

father that two women came to Allah's Messenger ^^kj^. They had two bracelets 
on their hands. He asked them if they had both paid zakah (Annual due charity) on 
them and they said that they had not paid it. So, he asked them, "would you prefer 
that Allah should make you wear bracelets of fire (on the day of resurrection)?" They 
said. "No!" He said, "Pay zakah (Annual due charity) on them." 2 
Tirmidhi said a similar hadith is transmitted through another line of narrators but 
nothing sound is reported on this subject. 

COMMENTARY: This hadith is explicit that zakah (Annual due charity) is zvajib (obligatory) 
on jewellery. In spite of Imam Tirmidhi's saying that there is nothing sound on this 
subject, other books of hadith carry ahadith on this topic which Mulla Ali Qari k^j has 


jLlj a£S 3l) I I 


1 Bukhari # 1466, Tirmidhi # 635, Nasa'i # 2583, Darimi # 1654, Musnad Ahmad 3-502. 

2 Tirmidhi # 637, Abu Dawud # 1563, Musnad Ahmad 2-178, Nasa'i # 2479. 
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reproduced in 'Mirqat.' 
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1810. Sayyidah Umm Salamah ks- k narrated that she was wearing gold 
ornaments (wadah). (Once) she asked, "O Messenger of Allah, is it (classified as) 
treasure?" He said, 'when anything is to t he value (of nisab) that attracts zakah 
(Annual due charity) and zakah (Annual due charity) is paid on that then it is not 
treasure (or what is hoarded)." 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Umm Salamah ^k^j had in mind the verse (34) of surah 
at-Tawbah: 


*uvi X^La)\j 

(And those who hoard up gold and silver....} 

The Prophet Muhammad k ju assured her that she did not come under the 

purview of the verse if she had paid zakah (Annual due charity) on her property of it was 
of the value of the nisab. 


£ 9 $ 
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ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON TRADE MERCHANDISE 

^ j_jT (iji [j jxzj £bi ^111 Jjjj c-jJLLa. sj-i-i (Sfi 
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1811. Sayyiduna Samurah ibn Jundub vs-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger kj*t> 
pi-.)*-!* used to command them to pay zakah (Annual due charity) onthat which they 
prepared for trade. 2 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON MINES 
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1812. Sayyiduna Rab'iah ibn Abdur Rahman k narrated on the authority of 
many sahabah (Prophet's companions) rfs-k^j that Allah's Messenger 
entrusted to (Sayyiduna) Bilal ibn Harith Muzari A&k^j the mines of al-Qubaliyah 
to manage them. This is in the neighbourhood of fur/ Till the present day only 
zakah (Annual due charity) is received from them. 3 * 

COMMENTARY: Fur is a place between Makkah and Madinah. The Prophet Muhammad 
(►L-jUp-aiju. had granted the mines to Sayyiduna ibn Harith Atek^j so that he might sustain 


1 Abu Dawud # 1563, Muwatta Maalik 8 (Zakah (Annual due charity)), Daraqutni # 1 (Chapter of this 
heading (Arabic) 

2 Abu Dawud # 3061. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3061. 
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himself from it. 

On the basis of this hadith. Imam Maalik k^^ held that one-fortieth is levied on mines, not 
one fifth. Imam Abu Hanifah held that one fifth is zvajib (obligatory) on mines. Imam 
ShafiT i'-uj-j gave verdict in favour of both, and also a third that if excavation requires toil a 
third that if excavation requires one-fifth. 

Perhaps some ruler may have ruled at some time that one-fortieth should be levied on 
these mines. Mulla Ali Qari ifo-u *-j has spoken at length on this in his Mirqat. 


SECTION III 

NO ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON VEGETABLES & TREES LOANED 

Vj CjIjI (j ^ « j l 0 A W) 

i Jil j(l ilJLs> j Vj SlJLs ^ji JiT Q^j ‘ 


jl jJl oljj) — JUJl 

1813. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ( JL.jUpiii tS Lo said, 

"Zakah (Annual due charity) is not payable on vegetables, not on trees gives on 
loan, not on less than five camel load (wasq), not on working animals, not on al- 
jabhah." As Saqr said that al-jabhah means horses, mules and slaves. 1 
COMMENTARY: In the beginning of the chapter, we have spoken in detail on zakah 
(Annual due charity) on vegetables. 

Trees given on loan are araya. The owner of a palm tree loans it to a needy person making 
the year's produce of dates his property. 

Comments on other things have been made previously. 

ABOUT ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) ON WIQS ANIMALS 
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1814. Sayyiduna Tawus k narrated that a wiqs of cattle was brought to 
(Sayyiduna) Mu'adh ibn Jabal (that he might receive zakah (Annual due 

charity ) on them). He explained that the Prophet Muhammad ^ k had not 
commanded him to receive anything on them. 2 

(The Prophet Muhammad had not defined a wajib zakah (an obligatory 

charity) on that.) 

COMMENTARY: Wiqs is the number of animals below the nisab level. It could be in the 
beginning or between two nisabs. 

Suppose that there are less than thirty cattle. Zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib 
(obligatory) on them and this is the number that did not reach the nisab from the beginning. 
It will be called wiqs. 

When it is between two nisabs, zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on thirty cattle. 


1 Daraqutni # 1 (chapter; No Zakat on vegetables). 

2 Daraqutni # 21 (ibid) 
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When it is from thirty-one to thirty-nine, nothing is payable towards zakah (Annual due 
charity). At forty, the mount of zakah (Annual due charity) increases, so between thirty one 
and thirty nine, the count is wiqs. Similarly, forty, zakah (Annual due charity) increases at 
sixty, so the number between these two limits is wiqs because zakah (Annual due charity) is 
not wajib (obligatory) at these numbers. After sixty, the amount of zakah (Annual due charity) 
will increase at seventy and the intervening numbers will be wiqs, because zakah (Annual 
due charity) is not wajib (obligatory) on these number. This will keep changing between every 
ten's the numbers of cattle between every two tens will be called wigs and zakah (Annual 
due charity) is waived on them. 

The wiqs mentioned in the hadith was the initial wiqs because their number was less than 
thirty. The cows that were brought to Sayyiduna Mu'adh were less than thirty. 

The two companions of Abu Hanifah ii' hold that zakah (Annual due charity) is not wajib 
(obligatory) at all on the wiqs between two nisab. But Imam Abu Hanifah j said that on wiqs 
between forty and sixty, zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory), but not other wiqs. 

This question is discusses in the section I 

Marak said that this hadith is munqata because Tawus never met mu'adh y 


SADAQAT-UL-FITR 


CHAPTER - III 
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SECTION I 

IS SADAQAT UL FITR WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) OR FARD (COMPULSORY) 

i ^i§6j 


(4-Ic t 3^a) Ji I (J], 

1815. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar ** M narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j *Jp it 
prescribed as fard (compulsory) the zakat ul fitr (sadaqatul fitr (charity after 
Ramadan)) (Charity after Ramadan) at ones'a of dried dates or one sa' of barley on 
every slave and freeman, male and female, young and old, of the Muslims. He gave 
command that this should be paid before departure of the people for the salah 
(prayer) (of eed ul fitr). 1 

COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi'I and Imam Ahmad held that sadaqat ul fitr is fard 
(compulsory). Imam Maalik held that it is sunnah muwakkadah (emphasized prophet's 
practice) and Imam Abu Hanifah -an***-; held that it is wajib (obligatory). 

Imam ShafiT said that it is payable by everyone who possess enough provision for 
one day for himself land for those people on who se behalf he is responsible to pay 
sadaqatul-/* fr and that is over and above his need to the extent of the sadaqat ul fitr. 

Imam Abu Hanifah said that sadaqat ul fitr is wajib (obligatory) on him who is rich which 


1 Bukhari # 1503, Muslim # 12-984, Abu Dawud # 1612, Tirmidhi # 676, Nasa'i # 2504, Ibn Majah # 
1826, Darami # 1661, Muwatta Maalik # 52 (Zakah (Annual due charity)), Musnad Ahmad 2-102. 
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means that he holds possession of the value of 52.5 tola silver apart from his true needs, or 
has gold and silver in his possession and has no debts on him. 

(One tola is equal to 124.416 gramme) 

Sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan) becomes wajib (obligatory) with the dawn on eed ul 
fitr If anyone dies before that then this sadaqah (charity) is not zoajib (obligatory) on him. And, 
if anyone embraces Islam on the eedul fitr after dawn of that day and his property, or a 
child is bom at that time t hen sadaqat ul fitr is not zoajib (obligatory) on them too. One sa' is 
equal to 3 kg and 266 grams. 

The master will pay the sadaqatul-/?fr for the slave who serves him but it is not zoajib 
(obligatory) on him to pay it for the slave who is his trade property. It is also not zoajib 
(obligatory) to pay for a slave who has fled, but if he returns then it will become zoajib 
(obligatory) to pay for him. 

If children are young and not rich then their father must pay sadaqatul-/? fr for them (as 
Wajib (obligatory)). If they are rich, then it will be paid from their property. 

The same command as for young children applies for grown up children who are insane. A 
father is not liable to pay sadaqatul-/?fr for grown up (some) children neither is it zoajib 
(obligatory) on a husband neither is it zoajib (obligatory) on a husband for his wife. But, if they 
(father and husband) pay it on their behalf with their permission, then it is allowed. 
Allamah Teebi said that "of the Muslim' qualities the 'slave' and the others named 
after that. So, it is not zoajib (obligatory) for a Muslim to pay the sadaqatul fitr (charity after 
Ramadan) for his disbelieving slave. But the writer of the Hidayah has written that the 
sadaqatul-/?fr of a disbelieving slave too is zoajib (obligatory) on his Muslim master. He has 
also cited a hadith in support of his view. It may be seen in the hidayah or Mirqat. 

The Hanafis follow the edict of the writer of the Hidayah. (But, Allah knows best). 

It is mustahab (desirable) to pay the sadaqatul-/?fr before the salah (prayer) of eed. If anyone 
pays before that even by a month or more than a month, then it is permitted. But, it is not 
waived, if anyone delays it to beyond the salah (prayer) of eed or to a much later time. It has 
to be paid in any case. 


THE AMOUNT OF SADAQATUL -FITR 



(4 s lC(3^°) -last IcLwoJi 

1816. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri ** narrated that they used to pay 

sadaaqatul fitr one sa' of grain (food) or one sa' of barley or one sa' of dates or one 
sa' of cheese or one sa' of dry raisins. 1 

COMMENTARY: Teebi said that (fUb) (in -the hadith - food) means wheat, but the 
Hanafi ulama (Scholars) say that it is grain other than wheat, in which case (fi*b) describes 
the next words. 

Imam Abu Hanifah iutw-j classifies raisins with wheat, so half sa' is given as sadaqatul- 
jitr while his two companions classify dried dates with barley so they say that it is 
given one sulus sadaqat ul fitr. Hasan in has cited one opinion of Imam Abu 
Hanifah to the same effect. 


1 Bukhari # 15-6, Muslim # 17-985, Abu Dawud # 1614, Tirmidhi # 673, Nasa'i # 2512, Ibn Majah # 
1829, Darimi # 1664, Muwatta Maalik # 53 (Zakah (Annual due charity)). 
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SECTION II 
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1817. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that at the end of Ramadan people should 

pay the sadaqah (charity) concerning their fasts. He said that Allah's Messenger J^> 
11 made it incumbent as a sa' of dried dates or barley, or half sa' of wheat on 
every freeman or slave, male or f female, young or old. 1 

WHY PAY IT 


J Lrt (J~» Ail' JjJJ (jPj-9 OA'A) 


(jJlj^jl 0 Ijj )(2^^ L'lq iJ. A^JUo 

1818. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that Allah's Messenger made it 

necessary to pay the sadaqat ul fitr that it may purify fasting of vain and obscene 
talk, and as food for the needy. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sadaqatul-/? fr is prescribed that hereby shortcomings in fasting in 
Ramadan may be overlooked, and the poor may be enabled to celebrate the eed. 
Daraqutni's version of this hadith has this much more: 

"If anyone pays sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan) before the salah (prayer) of eed, his 
sadaqah (charity) will be approved. He who pays it after the salah (prayer) of eed, it will be 
one of the sadaqah (charity). s" 


SECTION III j-bft 

If- OAU) 

oljU* 9 I ^4.3 i'y* ^ . j ljii JySj i (_5^ I j I 9 j k . fl ll «l9jLc>^ » jl.Vl 

(c5Xa_y0loljj)-^gUlp(>5 pLi oj\ 


1819. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb narrated on the authority of his father that his 
grandfather narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ^j *4* & sent someone to 
proclaim in the suburbs and streets of Makkah that the sadaqatul fitr (charity after 
Ramadan) is wajih (obligatory) on every Muslim-male orf female, freeman or slave 
young or old at two mudds of wheat or its like (dry raisins, etc), or one sa' of grain 
(food other than wheat). 3 

COMMENTARY: Two mudds is half sa. 




1 Abu Dawud # 1622, Nasa'i # 2508. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1609, Ibn Majah # 1827, (Daraqutni) 

3 Tirmidhi # 674, Daraqutni # 14 (Zakat ul fitr) 
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1820. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Tha'labah or Th'labah ibn Abdullah ibn Abu Su'ayr 
narrated from his father that Allah's Messenger (jL-j-Opiii J^> said, "One sa' of wheat 
is (sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan)) from two people (meaning, half of it from 
each) be they young or old freeman or slave, male or female. As for the rich among 
you, Allah will purify them (because of the sadaqah (charity)). And, as for the poor 
among you Allah grant them more than what they gave (towards it)." 1 
COMMENTARY: The copies of Mishkat have the name of the narrator as stated in the text. 
However, the correct name is; Abdullah ibn ThaTabah ibn Abu Sughair 
or ibn Abu Su'ayr (^JioijpHe reported on the authority of his father. 
Sayyiduna Tha'labah **& lS *j was a sahabi from whom his son Abdullah narrated this hadith. 
The hadith calls upon both the rich and the poor to pay the sadaqatul fitr (charity after 
Ramadan). As a result. Allah will purify the rich and bestow on the poor more than what 
he pays. However, these tidings are for the rich too whose wealth Allah will bless. The 
poor 2 is named specifically in order to exhort iim to keep pace with others in paying the 
sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan). 

CHAPTER - VI 

THOSE TO WHOM TAKING ZAKAH 

(ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) IS NOT LAWFUL ^ * 

Ahadith in this chapter will disclose the people who are not allowed to take zakah (Annual 
due clmrity) and derive benefit from it. We first enumerate the rulings in some detail. 

1. The person who is a sahib nisab (owner of the wealth that attract zakah (Annual due 
charity) on it) and zakah (Annual due charity) is wajib (obligatory) on him must not pay zakah 
(Annual due charity) to his antecedents, meaning, parents, grandparents (paternal and 
maternal) and their forbears. It is not allowed to give zakah (Annual due charity) (sadaqah 
(charity)) to any of t hem. In the same way, it is disallowed to pay zakah (Annual due charity) 
to anyone of one's descendants, meaning, son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, great 
grand children and their progeny. According to Imam Abu Hanifah the spouses 

should not pay zakah (Annual due charity) to one another. But, his two companions said that 
if a wife gives zakah (Annual due charity) to her husband then it is correct. 

As for relatives other than these, it is proper to pay to them zakah (Annual due charity) 
provided hat they are deserving of receiving zakah (Annual due charity) which means that 
they are not rich, sayyid, Hashmi or disbelieving. In fact, compared to others it is better to 


l&l J £%IlilJ 


1 Abu Dawud # 1619. 

2 In the rulings of zakah (Annual due charity) and sadaqah (charity), the word faqir (poor) is used in its 
technical meaning. He is one who does not possess any property whose value equals the nisab that 
make zakah (Annual due charity) payable. Also, he should not be a total pauper and indigent. Here the 
faqir does not mean the present day mendicants because in common parlance, today, the faqir is a 
beggar or an absolutely down and out, destitute, (Footnote is from the original Urdu). 
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pay it to one's own relatives. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that if zakah (Annual due charity) is given in t his order, it is very 
good: beginning with sister, brother, their children; followed by paternal uncle, paternal 
aunt and their children; followed by maternal uncle, maternal aunt, their children, followed 
by the dhawwul arham (relatives on the maternal side); followed by the unrelated 
neighbour, fellow-workers (or professionals). Fellow countrymen. 

The same applies to sadaqatul fitr (charity after Ramadan) and vows. It is better to follow 
the fore mentioned order. While it is not wrong for anyone to give to strangers. Yet it is 
better to prefer one's relatives first. 

2. It is not proper to give zakah (Annual due charih/) to one's male or female slave. The 
some command applies to the payment to the umm walad, meaning the female slave who has 
be gotten her master's child. Her master should not pay her any zakah (Annual due chanty). 

3. It is proper to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to one's in-laws, like mother in law. 
Father in law, brother in law, sister in law and those who are related through them. In the 
same way, it is proper to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to one's son in law or daughter in 
law. It is also allowed to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to one's step mother and step 
maternal grandmother. 

4. It is not proper to give zakah (Annual due charity) to ghani (rich person). Ghani is 
one who owns property to the tune of the nisab, whether naami or ghayr nami. The naami 
property is what which appreciates in value and grows or multiplies, like trade 
merchandise, cash, gold, silver and ornaments of gold and silver. These properties are 
called naami in Shari'ah. They have the property of multiplying. The livestock and cattle 
are also truly naami if they are for trading or breeding. 

Ghayr naami property is what does not grow or appreciate in value, like castle dwellings 
clothing, utensils, etc. Even with these things if they are beyond one's real needs and to the 
value of the nisab and free from debt, it is not proper for the owner to receive zakah (Annual 
due charity) Anyone's real needs are his house where he resides, clothing he wears, utensils 
for cooking, books of scholars, weapons of the warriors, tools of the skilled workers. These 
are that which are counted as real needs. 

5. It is not allowed to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to the Hashmi. Progeny of these 
five people are called Hashmi; Children of Sayyiduna Ali -upii^js, from Sayyidah Fatimah 

or from his other wives; children or Sayyiduna Ja'far children of Sayyiduna 

Aqil children of Sayyidua Abbas -up- 5#,^ the children of Sayyiduna Harith ibn 

Abdul Muttalib. -up-au,^*,. Those who are descended from them are called hashmi and it is 
also disallowed to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to their slaves, male or female. If they are 
emancipated even then they are not allowed to take or consume zakah (Annual due charity). 

6. It is not proper to pay zakah (Annual due charity) to an infidel whether he is hostile 
and at war or a dhimmi. 

7. If any one pays zakah (Annual due charity) to a rich man or an infidel or his own 
father or son or wife imagining the recipient to be eligible and not knowing the true 
identity of the recipient but learns the facts later on then his zakah (Annual due charity) will 
be deemed to have been paid and he will not be required to make a fresh payment af zakah 
(Annual due charity). 

8. It is not allowed to pay zakah (Annual due charity) towards construction of a 
mosque, the shroud of a dead person or the debt of a dead person. If anyone does so, then 
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his zakah (Annual due charity) will be void and unpaid. 

THE DESERVING: The deserving of zakah (Annual due charity) are the faqir. In the 
terminology of Shariah (divine law), faqir is one who possessed less then the nisab. The 
masakin are also the deserving of zakah (Annual due charity). They are those who have some 
kind of an eligibility who is appointed to collect zakah (Annual due charity) though he may 
himself be rich. By the way, a Hashimi is not allowed to draw the remuneration too that is 
paid to the collector of zakah (Annual due charity). Those engaged in jihad or a journey for 
the pilgrimage also are eligible to receive zakah (Annual due charity) when they have no 
money remaining with them though they have very much property in their native land. 
Similarly, it is also proper for other travelers to be paid zakah (Annual due charity) even if a 
traveller own immense property in his homeland. 

Finally, if anyone has provision enough to sustain him even for a day, then it is not proper 
for him to stretch a begging hand. (Mawlana Muhammad Ishaq Dahlawi) 


SECTION I JjSiJ-ialt 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD ^WAS DISALLOWED 


(4-lc 43 JL&i I 

1821. Sayyiduna Anas ** & narrated that the Prophet Muhammad u* Ju> 
passed by a piece of date lying on the path He said, "Were it not that fear that it 
could be from (someone's) zakah (Annual due charity), I would have (picked it up as 
a blessing of Allah and) eaten it." 1 

COMMENTARY: Many deductions are drawn fro this hadith. 

(i) The Prophet Muhammad ju was forbidden to consume zakah (Annual 

due charity). The ulama (Scholars) say that sadaqah (charity) was forbidden to him 
in all its forms, both zakah (Annual due charity) and optional. He could not put it 
to his use. 

(ii) The Banu Hashim (Hashimis) are forbidden the zuajib (obligatory) sadaqah (charity) 
(zakah (Annual due charity)) but not the optional sadaqah (charity). 

(iii) It is allowed to pick up anything lying on the road and eat it or put it to one's 
use even if it is very little in numbers and it is presumed that its owner would 
not look for it. 

(iv) It is best for a believer to refrain from every such thing and keep away from it to 
which there is a semblance of doubt that it could be forbidden. 


BANU HASHIM ARE DISALLOWED SADAQAH (CHARITY) AND ZAKAH 

(ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 

* ^ ^ 

(*ub ! J5 - liV Li I oU1 Jb fcS" 

1822. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Sayyiduna Hasan ibn Ali 


1 Bukhari # 2055, Muslim # 164-1071, Abu Dawud # 1652, Musnad Ahmad 3-291. 
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■up took a piece of date of the sadaqah (charity) ad put it in his mouth. The Prophet 
Muhammad ^j Up Ju> said promptly, "spit it out! Spit it out!" so that he might 
throw it out (from his mouth). Then he said (to him), "Do you not know that we 
(Banu Hashim) do not eat sadaqah (charity)?" 1 
COMMENTARY: The prophet's question was a rhetorical question. How could 

one not know it? At that time Sayyiduna Hasan was too young to know these 

things yet the Prophet Muhammad JLo put that tag question that others might 

know that Sadaqah (charity) is forbidden to Banu Hashim. 

It follows from this hadith that parents and guardians must stop their wards from doing 
what Shari'ah disallows. The Hanafi scholars maintain that it is unlawful for parents to let 
their sons wear silk and gold and silver ornaments (that are forbidden to men). 

ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) IS A PERSON'S DIRT 


U)l ots-iiLll o.Jua> ^£jl. 46S AU1 4JJI (Jjjj Jl! (JlS (> ATT) 


Od—0 o\ JJ) Vj V Us} j 

1823. Sayyiduna Abdul Muttalib ibn Rabi'ah ** k narrated that Allah's 
Messenger pL*nA*kju> said, "These sadaqah (charity)s are merely the dirty things of 
people. And they are not lawful for Muhammad or for the family of Muhammad." 2 

COMMENTARY: He described zakah (Annual due charity) as dirt because like the body of a 
person is cleansed when dirt is removed from it, so after paying zakah (Annual due charity) 
not only is one's property purified but also the payer's heart and soul become pure. 

This hadith is evidence that it was forbidden to the Prophet Muhammad to 

receive zakah (Annual due charity). In the same way, it is forbidden to the Prophet's -Op^JL? 

offspring (Banu Hashim) to take it whether they are appointed to receive zakah (Annual 
due charity) or are needy and helpless. This is to what the Hanafis subscribe. 

THE PROPHET'S CAUTION 




2 e. „ , 

A3 


<\hjj ,\ju ts^L 5 ^ & 1 jjil 


JU oJCj O(_)^3 ^ • ji, 9 <U 1 >v>cjV (Jls ^ • j jj 


1824. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah t&k ^j narrated that if some food was presented to him, 
he first asked about it, "It is a gift or a sadaqah (charity)?" If he was told that it was«» 
sadaqah (charity) he said to his companions that could eat it and he did not eat h. If he 
was told that it was a present he stretched his hand and ate it along with them. 3 

COMMENTARY: Sadaqah (charity) is that which is given to a needy person out of 
compassion to earn Allah's pleasure. Since the recipient is disgraces and degraded in a 
sense, it was forbidden to the Prophet Muhammad pJL- )*Aekj~e absolutely. 

A gift, on the other hand, is presented to a senior out of honour. Another side of a gift is 
that generally the gesture is reciprocated in this world itself. 


1 Bukhari # 1491, Muslim # 161-1069, Darimi # 1591, Musnad Ahmad 1-200. 

2 Muslim # 167-1072, Nasa'i # 2609, Musnad Ahmad 4-166. 

3 Bukhari # 2576, Muslim # 175-1077, Tirmidhi # 656, Nasai'i # 2613. 
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ASSIGNING OWNERSHIP 


jlSj ojlLa iiSfc uSf yiiJ i (jiii 5iiu ifcj ( ' AT 4 ) 


jilsjAuljT.jJf 

(<Ut a* 15) J ll ji_a jll 51 jLl) IJ515 V. ~'u Jz jj 


1825. Sayyidah Ayshah ^ -it narrated that three commands were made 
concerning (Sayyidah) Barirah -upiui^j. The first was that when she was sat free, she 
was given choice concerning her husband. (The second was that) Allah's Messenger 
(JL.jUp.3i! said that the right to inherit from an emancipated slave belonged to one 
who had set her free. (The third was that once). Allah Messenger (JL^Upiii^Lp came 
home and the pot was boiling with meat in it, but he was served some of the bread 
and gravy that were in the house. He asked, "But, did I not find a pot with meat?" 
He was told that while that was correct yet the meat was what was given to Barirah 
as sadaqah (charity) and he did not partake of sadaqah (charity). He said, "that may 
be sadaqah (charity) for her but it is a gift for us" 1 
COMMENTARY: The initial words of the hadith refer to Sayyidah Barirah whom 

Sayyidah Ayshah had set free as her female slave. This action paved the way for 

three commands. As a free woman she had choice to live with her husband (Sayyiduna), 
Mugith or separate from him. 

The ulama (Scholars) call this (j*M) (khiyar itq). It allows a female slave who is married to 
someone and who is emancipated to retain her marriage with him or opt for separation 
from him. However, Imam ShafiT ** & says that she has this option only when her 
husband is also a slave. But, the Hanifis say that she has choice either was whether he is a 
slave or a freeman. 

The husband of Syyidah Barirah was a slave. He was terribly upset to the extent 

that he wept and roomed about complaining but she was unmoved. She stuck to her 
decision too separate. 

The second coifimand was about (*Vj) (wala). The right of inheritance from one 
emancipated slave rests with one who set; him or her free. Sayyidah Barirah was 

the slave of a Jew who had arranged a mukatab with her which means that he had said to 
her that if she paid to him a certain number of dirhams, she would be freed. But, she was 
unable to pay the required stim of money. She requested Sayyidah Ayshah to help 

her and she offered to buy her from the Jew who agreed to shell her on condition that he 
would have right to inheritance from her. She asked to Prophet Muhammad (jL-jUtibi 
about it and he said that the Jew's condition was void and only the person who 
~' i ncipates owns the right of inheritance from the freed slave. She should buy the sicwe 
• free. 


OTimand that is deduced from the hadith is that if a deserving receives 


79, Muslim # 14-1504, Nasai'i # 2614, Ibn Majah # 2076, Darimi # 2289, Muwatta Maalik 
:e), Musnad Ahmad 1-281 
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someone's zakah (Annual due charity) and then gives it to another person who is not eligible 
to receive zakah (Annual due charity), then this property will be lawful for him. The reason is 
that the payer of zakah (Annual due charity) had given his zakah (Annual due charity) to the 
deserving correct person and that payment became this person's property and he is entitled 
to give it to whoever he wishes and it would be proper. In the terminology of Shari'ah, it is 
called tamlik and it is permitted and lawful (It is to assign ownership to another.) 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD ACCEPTED GIFT & RECIPROCATED WITH ONE 




1826. Sayyidah Ayshah said that Allah's Messenger used to 

accept a gift and make a return agift against it. 1 

ACCEPT EVEN A SMALL GIFT 


csjJ.1 pj dpi- v sijt Jl dps,ip ,sLj ipiihs s* 4ji Ji45 jl* J(1 Di cJ-i 0 AW) 


(igjU^JI -al pi j j fp 

1827. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If I am invited to a kura (slender part of a sheep's leg). I would respond 
positively. And, if a fore-leg was presented to me, I would surely accept it." 2 
COMMENTARY: Kura (^/) is the shin of a sheep. The meaning is that if anyone 
invited the Prophet Muhammad aJpAJL* to a meal consisting of something very 
ordinary he would accept the invitation so, too he said that he would accept the gift of 
a sheep's forearm. 

This is evidence that the Prophet Muhammad (*JL-jUp-in ju> was careful not to hurt the feeling 
of the humblest of men lest he suffer from an inferiority complex. He also exhorts us that 
we should accept the most ordinary of gifts with a cheerful face. 


WHO IS A MISKIN (POOR)? 

(JifigjS Yj (S§5 j tj j \j 


1828. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The miskin (poor) is not he who goes round to people who turn him away 
with a morsel of two, or a date or two. Rather, he is one who does not find enough 
to make him self-sufficient. He is not recognized for charity to be given to him and 
he does not go out to beg from people." 3 

COMMENTARY: The Quran mentions also the heads of zakah (Annual due charity) and the 
people who deserve zakah (Annual due charity): 


1 Bukhari # 2585. 

2 Bukhari # 2567, Musnad Ahmad 2-424. 

3 Bukhari # 1479, Muslim # 101-1039, Abu Dawud # 1613, Nasai'i 2571, Darami # 1615, Muwatta 
Maalik # 7 (Sitat un Nabi) Musnad Ahmad # 1-384. 
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c£-i $S CM ^j sUiiUo&LSJI utl 


{The sasdaqat ( zakah (Annual due charity)) are only for the poor and the needy and 
those employed to administer them. And for those whose hearts are to be 
conciliated, and for the freeing of slaves, and for those in debt, and in the path of 
Allah, and for the traveller.) (9:60) 

This verse mentions eight people who are eligible to receive the wajib sadaqahs (obligatory 
charities), like zakah (Annual due charity). It is not allowed to give zakah (Annual due charity) to 
any other person. Moreover the Hanafis hold that 'those whose hearts are to be conciliated' 
are now dropped from the list, so only seven kind remain. 

In short, this verse defines the miskin as eight people, and those spoken of in common 
parlance as miskin are not miskin. The true miskin are they who do not have even barley 
bread, but they are so strong willed that their next door neighbour is not aware of their 
plight. They dp not pleas with the people but rely on Allah and withdraw to themselves. 


SECTION II 

NOT EVEN SPIES OF BANU HASHIM 

(Jlj ji l ru la itUI (J-° <111 Jj-ij V (Jlas (S 

ol jj) j^Jd\ <jlj* ^ xJL)i (JIaI 4JJI 


(^LiJIj jJI Jjjlj 

1829. Sayyiduna Abu Rafi narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL. j «ui* it ^ 

sent a man of Banu Makhzum to collect zakah (Annual due charity). He said to 
Abu Rafi "Come with me that you might get some share of it." He said, 

"Not till I meet Allah's Messenger aJLp ^ and ask him (about it)." so, he 
went to the Prophet Muhammad and aske3i* him. He said, "Sadaqah 

(charity) is not lawful to us (Banu Hashim), and their mawla (freed slaves) are 
like them (in this matter)." 1 


COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abu Rafi was the Prophet's jjUjUpiiJU freed slave. So, 

the slaves of Banu Hashim too are not allowed to receive zakah (Annual due charity), even 
those who have been given liberty. 

WHO ARE DISALLOWED TO RECEIVE ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 


jjAJ jl* JtS -ill OAn-ur•) 

-tjrlj-b (J 1 CjL %£. U O? I J (jllujj I J JUa. I oljjj I jJ I j 5J! iyi I j I o\JJ 

1830. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 


1 Tirmidhi # 657, Abu Dawud # 1650, Nasai'i # 2611, Musnad Ahmad # 19014. 
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(O-jU* said, "Sadaqah (charity) (zakah (Annual due charity)) is not lawful to a rich 
man and to one who is strong (who can work to earn a living)." 1 
1831. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the same hadith. 2 

COMMENTARY: The rich men are of three kinds: 

(i) He on whom zakah (Annual due charity) is fard (compulsory) being possessor 
of nisab naami and having possessed it for one year. 

(ii) He is not deserving of zakah (Annual due charity) and it is ivajib (obligatory) 
on him to pay sadaqat ul fitr and make a sacrifice. He possesses enough for 
his actual needs and has, over and above what is equal to the nisab, silver 
weighing 52.5 tola or wealth of this value. 

(iii) He to whom sadaqah (charity) is lawful to receive but who is forbidden to 
beg which means that he has enough provision for day and clothing to 
cover himself. 

Apart from the rich, the sound and healthy man with strong limbs is also not allowed to 
receive zakah (Annual due charity). He is capable of earning enough to feed his family. Imam 
Shafi'I Aa*?-j abides by this hadith and holds that zakah (Annual due charity) is not lawful to 
one who is able to make a living Imam Abu Hanifah &***> holds that it is allowed to 
everyone to receive zakah (Annual due charity) who is not owner of the aforementioned 
nisab even if he is capable to earn because the Prophet Muhammad used to give 

sadaqah (charity) and zakah (Annual due charity) to all such sahabah (Prophet's companions) 

who were needy and were sound and healthy and capable of earning a livelihood. 
This was the Prophet's practice till the end. So we might say that this hadith is 

abrogated, or it means to encourage strong people to desist from depending on zakah 
(Annual due charity) and disgracing themselves. 


NOT PROPER FOR THE STRONG TO RECEIVE ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) 
JJ.J jLj 4s all I j* I Ipiuil jtS I yi £ QS I JjJ cAj < VAYT > 

^ ? jl, &5SSS> Li 1^-9 | L^jU oVlii 


(^LjJ Ij jjtjjjl o ($y&, Vj Lfc9 jli Vj U.SL z Iiac-1 

1832. Sayyiduna Ubaydullah ibn Adiy ibn al-Khiyar narrated that two men 

informed him that they came to the Prophet Muhammad <JL .j *M during the 

Farewell Pilgrimage when he was disbursing the zakah (Annual due charity). They 
asked him for some of it. He looked at them with an examining eye and found them 
hale and hearty. So, he said, "If you wish, I shall let you have something, but there 
is no share is zakah (Annual due charity) and sadaqah (charity) for a rich man and 
for the strong and able who can carve out a living (for himself)." 3 
COMMENTARY: During the Farewell Pilgrimage the Prophet Muhammad taught 


the commands of Allah and bid farewell to the people. A few months thereafter, he died. 
Imam Shafi'I interpreted the hadith to mean; "It is forbidden to you to consume 


1 Abu Dawud # 1633, Tirmidhi # 652, Darimi # 1639, Musnad Ahmad 2-389. 

2 Nasai'i # 2547, Ibn Majah #1839, Musnad Ahmad 2-164. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1633, Nasai'i # 2598. 
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sactaqah (charity), but if you insist on devouring the forbidden, then I shall give it to you." 
He seems to have spoken in anger. 

The Hanafis say that the hadith means: "If you wish to have it, I shall give it to you, but it 
does not suit a sound and healthy man to consume zakah (Annual due charity)." 

EXEMPTIONS FOR THE RICH 

ju. *5 ^jg gi.jJ.jT <iu. uijCil -^UyT K& g* ujT -aJi g;-i cj gtfi Vj 

O* - ?Jl 3 cjV jijl j J5IJ oljJ —(3juoi,9 

-Jsr^i05bT4a^oI 

1833. Sayyiduna Ata ibn Yasar ^ narrated in a mursal form that Allah's 

Messenger said," Zakah (Annual due charity) is not lawful for a rich man, 

except in five cases: 

(i) Who fights in Allah's cause (but lacks equipment for jihad). 

(ii) Who collects zakah (Annual due charity). , 

(iii) Who has to pay a debt or ransom. 

(iv) Who buys property of zakah (Annual due charity) against his money. 

(v) Who has a poor neighbour to whom zakah (Annual due charity) has 
been paid and who makes a present to him." 1 

1834. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed's version also has, "Who is a traveller." 2 

COMMENTARY: The rich man who has to pay a debt or ransom may have to a huge 
penalty beyond his means. Or, he may be responsible for blood wit or someone else's debt. 
Imam shafiT said that a rich warrior may receive zakah (Annual due charity). But, 
Imam Abu Hanifah said, that it is not allowed to pay him zakah (Annual due charity). 
He cites other ahadith about it and the Prophet's instructions to Sayyiduna 

Mu'adh (Ibn Jabal) > 

ONLY THOSE DESERVE WHO ARE MENTIONED IN THE QURAN 

>Lj ii)I ^I i^T jlj(SJliill yjjbj j ('AVO) 

j3 sill ^ ? jl. zLc, 9 iUJI ij*£ <UI jJjJt-J *3 JUU u* (JUU <J4*J 
^ • jji jjci. cjUJLUI ojfc VJ 

9 

1835. Sayyiduna Ziyad ibn al-Harith as Suda'I narrated that he went to the 

Prophet Muhammad and pledged allegiance to him. Then he narrated a 


1 rvbu Dawud # 1635, Ibn Majah # 1841, Muwatta Maallik # 29 (Zakah (Annual due charity)), Musnad 
Ahmad 3-56. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1637. 
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lengthy hadith, saying that a man came to the Prophet Muhammad and 

requested him to give him some zakah (Annual due charity). Allah's Messenger 
t'JL’jtksaid that Allah does not approved the decision of a Prophet Muhammad 

or anyone other than him about zakah (Annual due charity). Rather, he has 
given a decision on that himself. He had divided those entitled to zakah (Annual 
due charity) into eight classes. Then he said, "If you belong to any of these classes, I 
shall give you something." 1 

(of surah Tawbah 9:60 already translated, see commentary hadith # 1828). 


SECTION III dJAi 

UMAR'S EXPERIENCE 

iJlfc £&I olJLi tjjjJl LiXl i_jUa£-l (Jls 0 s " 

* * ? 

q 1 I^ < J ZaJL") AAJJa)\ (j* 1 jls oUL- J3 5JJ &j\ ojjLa.ts 

( y« j LiVI 1 ■ ^ ^c? 13 La 1 jut>^^.9(^la mi 


1836. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Aslam & ^>j narrated that (Sayyiduna Umar ibn al- 
Khattab drank some milk that delighted him. He asked the man who had 

given him to drink, "From where is it?" He told him that he had gone to a watering 
place, naming it too. He saw some camels from the sadaqah (charity) being watered. 
The people drew some of their milk and he too took some of it his skin. That milk 
was from it. At that, Umar put his hand in his mouth and forced himself to vomit. 2 
(see also # 2788) 

COMMENTARY: This was Sayyiduna Umar's exceptional righteousness and God 

fearing attitude, otherwise it was a gift to him from one who had deserved zakah (Annual 
due charity) (as stated previously). 


CHAPTER - V 

THOSE TO WHOM IT IS ALLOWED TO BEG 
AND THOSE TO WHOM IT IS NOT ALLOWED 

The ulama (Scholars) say that a person who possesses one day's provision and clothing to 
cover himself should not stretch his hand before anyone else because it is forbidden to beg 
if one has no need. However, he who does not possess one day's provision and clothing to 
cover himself is permitted to beg. The needy and poor who possesses provision for one day 
and is strong enough to earn a living, to him it is permitted to receive zakah (Annual due 
charity) but unlawful to stretch his hand before anyone else. But, it is allowed to do so to a 
needy and poor who has not even a day's provision and is unable to earn a living. 

Nawawi j has quoted the ulama (Scholars) in his sharh Muslim that it is disallowed to 
ask other people for something without need but the ulama (Scholars) disagree on a person 




1 Abu Dawud # 1630, Daraqutni # 9 (exhortation to pay zakah (Annual due charity)) 

2 Muwatta Maalik # 31 (Zakah (Annual due charity)), Bayhaqi Shaubal Eeman # 5771. 
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who is strong and able enough to earn a living. The more correct opinion is that such a 
person should not beg from others and it is rated as unlawful though some say that it is 
makruh (unbecoming). Begging is allowed to the needy and handicapped on three 
conditions: 

(i) He must not disgrace himself by begging. 

(ii) While begging, he must not exaggerate. 

(iii) He must not inconvenience and harass the person from whom he is begging. 

If even one of these condition is not fulfilled then it is agree that begging is unlawful. 

Ibn Mubarak said that if anyone begs for Allah's sake then that is not proper to give 
him any thing because he raises the importance of the worlds and its things enough Allah 
has called them insignificant. Such a beggar should not be obliged so that he may be 
warned. If anyone begs on the right of Allah's or 'on the right of Muhammad, then, it is not 
wajib (obligatory) to give him any thing. If anyone puts forth a false need of his and.gets 
something from someone, then he does not become its owner. (It is forbidden and unlawful 
in his hands). If anyone presents himself as a Sayyid and expresses his need to some who 
believes him and gives it to him, but he is not a sayyid then that which is given to him does 
not belong to him and it will be unlawful in his hands. 

Similarly, if anyone imagines one who asks for a need to be a pious, righteous man and 
gives him what he needs though that man is a sinner such that if it was known nothing 
would have been given to him, then this fraud does not become the owner of it and it is 
unlawful in his hands. He must return it to its owner which is wajib (obligatory) for him to 
do. If anyone gives a rude person what he asks to save himself of his rudeness and 
backbiting then that would be unlawful for the rude person. 

If a poor man comes to a person and kisses his hands and feet to coax him to give him 
something and he falls into the trap, then it is makruh (unbecoming). He must not let him 
kiss his limbs. 

Those hereditary beggars who knock at doors beating drums and playing music must not 
be given anything. They are the worst of all beggars. 


SECTION I 

WHO ARE ALLOWED TO BEG 

jiiStsjjjui jdi!jUU(^iaJ6* (urv) 

jij jiU! jiSl Yij^ SJUi lad ij jtJ ii U* » 4L41I (2gl5 Ji.j$ 

aJI■* .tI c.i.ISwS& 31jS^o j ^£31f A>.9 
0-5^41 j ^-5 aj +3 La U, I jl 

Ui Uf£ &i isii* JlsjT C# 6i Uij* < 4-3 Js. iiii I Si 111! &Ll JSS 

1 ... a I i ~ .< n.i AT, i jJUail 0*1^^ 
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1837. Sayyiduna Qabisah ibn Mukhariq narrated that he stood guarantor for 

hammalah. So, he came to Allah's Messenger and asked him to help in 

this regard. He directed him to wait till he received the sadaqah (charity ) and gave 
instructions for (something to be paid to) him. Then he said, "O Qabisah, begging 
is not allowed but to three kinds: 

(i) One who stands guarantor for hammalah is allowed to beg till he 
discharges it, after which he must cease to beg (but he must not amplify 
his needs. 

(ii) One who goes through a calamity and has last his property is allowed 
begging till his needs (of food and clothing) are met." Or he said, "till his 
helplessness is removed, and he has enough to support his life. 

(iii) A rich man who is suddenly beset by poverty and three intelligent (and 
sober) man of the community vouch for that is allowed begging (to the 
extend of his needs) till he receives enough to sustain him." Or, he said, 
"till his incapacity is seen through. 

O Qabisah, apart from these three it is forbidden to anyone else to beg. If anyone 
else begs then the devours that which is forbidden. 1 
COMMENTARY: Hammalah is what a person is bound to pay as blood wit and a third person 
intervenes to avert in-fighting and guarantees to pay on behalf of the penalized person. 

BEGGING ONLY TO ENHANCE ONE'S WEALTH 




1838. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "He who asks people for their property to enhance his own, asks only for live 

coal. So, let him ask for little or much." 2 

COMMENTARY: Asking for live coal is to ask for the fire of hell. And, asking for little or 
much means that those people are at a loss any way who beg for insignificant things or 
precious and abundant wealth. 


PLIGHT OF BEGGARS ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 




f a 


gaze u~& 4* ^ 


1839. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If a man does not cease to beg from people then he will come on the day 
of resurrection with no flesh on his face." 3 

COMMENTARY: Those people who continually beg without necessity will be brought 
disgraces on the day of resurrection. Or, they would really have no flesh on their faces and 
it would be proclaimed before all creatures. "They never ceased beg in the world. This is 
their punishment." 


1 Muslim # 109-1044, Abu Dawud # 1640, Nasai'i # 2580, Darimi # 1687, Musnad Ahmad 3-477. 

2 Muslim # 105-1041, Ibn Majah # 1838. 

3 Bukhari # 1474, Muslim # 104.1040, Nasai'i # 2585, Musnad Ahmad 2-15. 
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OVEREMPHASISING WHILE ASKING FROM OTHERS 

^LyV Ijlisl V>LijjLl j-2> .1)1 jj_y jll jtl isjjJ, £*$ ('At •) 

1840. Sayyiduna Mu'awiyah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Do not beg aggressively. By Allah, if any of you asks me for anything 
(persistently), I give it to him though I dislike (to do) it. How then will there be 
blessing in what I give him?" 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad could not deny a request even if 

made very insistently but, his displeasure and blessings could never be together. 

BETTER TO WORK 

jii jsji iy£.jO A ^> 

jj)o liLLajl oLlaC.b ■ ) \ C U-> ^ I i_aS^3 UaLXS o ^ Jai. 

1841. Sayyiduna Az-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL.j JU> said, "That one of you picks up his rope and comes with a pile of 
firewood on his back and sells it whereby Allah preserves his dignity is better than 
that he begs from the people who may or may not give him." 2 

UPPER HAND IS BETTER THAN THE LOWER 

jS^unUiSSL jiyUatl jhjt&siM 

ojusw! Cr*J LtJSjU -JL> eJLa.1 JpJk. (JU3I I jJb ^ • j l. b (Jlfl 

dill & J^l ^31 6* l£\ j kk Jb t 3 & *1 J 

&j&\ &iv£JjU? lla-Tljji Y^L dJ&tf jjJij b 

1842. Sayyiduna Hakim ibn HIzam narrated, "I asked Allah's Messenger 

for something and he gave it to me. I asked him again and he grant ed 
it to me. Then, he said, 'O Hakim! This wealth is green and sweet and he who 
takes it with indifference, is blessed in it but he who takes it greedily (craving for 
it) is not blessed in it, being as one who eats but is not satiated. Know! The upper 
hand is better than the lower hand.' I said, 'O Messenger of Allah, by him who 
has sent you with the truth, after this, I shall never ask any one for any thing till I 
depart from this world." 3 

uaiill J Aljua3l^j5 jJLj (_4iic3jJ! (>£ 4l)l cAj 0Air) 

(4>^o)ili[l5! ^ ^ bUh &\J JiiJt aJl CA%L bLdiJbii 


1 Muslim # 990-1038, Nasai'i # 2593, Darimi # 1644, Musnad Ahmad 4-98. 

2 Bukhari # 1471, Nasai'i # 2585, Itn Majah 1836, (Tirmidhi # 680 from Abu Hurayrah). 

3 Bukhari # 1472, Muslim # 56-1035, Tirmidhi # 2471, Nasai'i # # 2601, Darimi # 1472, Musnad 
Ahmad 3-434. 
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1843. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

while he was on the pulpit and speaking of sadaqah (charity) and of refraining 
from begging, "The upper hand is better than the lower hand, the upper is that 
which gives and the lower is that which begs. 1 

EXCELLENCE OF ONE WHO.DOES NOT BEG 


1 ijls vUSVi cA istff ° AU) 


jSSs- 'Sj J-SA I* U Ioj { JS. JJbUa^U ojJLi Jj jJ>U£iU 

Si uTte. id Jsi.i'uj aisi •.-#& &*$ *iii yi=4 <!Aj aiii sLs 


1844. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that some men of the ansar 

asked Allah's Messenger ^for something which he gave them. Again, they 
asked him for something and he gave it to them. Till whether he had was depleted. 
So, he said, "If I have any thing, I shall never conceal it from you (to hoard). He who 
abstains, Allah gives him ability to be free of want. He who is content. Allah 
preserves him from begging. He who constant perseveres, Allah helps him to show 
endurance. Remember! Nothing is better and more encompassing than patience." 2 


TAKE WHAT YOU GET WITHOUT COVETING FOR IT 




VI £j V 5 l. j Iji jJUl IJU [j-j t*|f Li tjj4j tSj&f 4)ij.si.j-i JUi^ 

(<uic ( 3 ^ > ) —OJULfli 


1845. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

(jLpjUpa used to give him something but he requested him to give it to one who 
was more in need of it than he. He said, "Take it and keep it with your wealth and 
disburse it as charity. What comes to you from this property without your coveting 
and begging for it, take it. But, (what does not come without coveting and begging 
for it) do not allow your desire to seek it." 3 

COMMENTARY: This hadith emphasizes that one must not hanker after what can be got 
only by desiring it earnestly. Do not wait for it. 

According to another hadith, "If anyone gets anything without coveting for it and he 
returns it, then it is as if he returned it to Allah, meaning, he rejected a bounty of Allah. 


A DIDACTIC EVENT: Imam Ahmad bought something from the market. Binan Jalal 
carried his purchases with him up to his home. There, Imam Ahmad found 


1 Bukhari # 1429, Muslim # 94-1033, Abu Dawud # 1648, Nasai'i # 2533, Muwatta Maalik # 8 
(S sadaqah (charity) Musnad Ahmad 3-12) 

2 Bukhari # 1469, Muslim # 124-1053, Abu Dawud # 1644, Tirmidhi it 2034, Nasai'i # 2688, Muwatta 
Maalik 7 (Sadaqah (charity )/Musnad Ahmad 3-12). 

3 Bukhari if 1473, Muslim if 110-1045, Nasai'i # 2608, Musnad Ahmad 1-17. 
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some bread spread out to cool down. He instructed his son to give some of it to Binan 
but he did not take it. When he departed. Imam Ahmad instructed his son to follow 
him out and hand over the bread to him. He did so and Binan accepted the gift 
graciously. The son was amazed, for, the first time he had refused to touch it but the second 
time he took it promptly. 

Imam Ahmad enlightened him, 'when Binan j found food in the house, he had a 
desire to eat it So, when you gave it to him he did not like to succumb to his desire and 
yearning and he returned the bread to you. Outside, he received it, without waiting for it 
and without coveting for it, quite unexpectedly, so he too it quickly as a bounty of Allah." 


SECTION II 

WARNING TO BEGGARS 

JiJJl rj£s rjJS jfcil jLj 4s ai) I J-a ;(iil jpj jls jls O? ijH < v * n) 

Jo V \j*\ i '% II v » jl U l ^ * jl V],fLi <j?^1 t&U 


1 j I j jJ 1 ijj I o Ijj) 

1846. Sayyiduna Samurah ibn Jundub narrated that Allah's Messenger 

narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Begging disfigures. A man 

distorts his face through it. So, he who wishes may retain his dignity, but he who 
likes may disgrace himself, (the one by refraining from begging and the other by 
persisting to beg) However, a man may ask for something from the ruler, or when 
he finds no escape from it (and is in dire need)." 1 
COMMENTARY: If you must ask for something, then at least ask one on whom you have a 
right to ask and that is the ruler. He has authority over the state Treasury. If you deserve, 
he will let you have what you need. 

ABOUT ACCEPTING RULER'S GRANT: Teebi said that opinion differ on whether 
grants of the rulers may be accepted or rejected. 'The correct verdict is that is much of the 
public or state Treasury consists of forbidden wealth then the grants may not be accepted. 
If that is not so then they may be accepted. 

If anyone faces a severe hardship and has no clothing or no food the it is wajib (obligatory) to 
ask for someone's help and remove one's painful hardship. 

Imam Ghazali said that it is wajib (obligatory) also to ask people for help towards travelling 
expenses for Hajjj (pilgrimage) if he had not performed Hajj (pilgrimage) when he had the 
means to do so till he become destitute. He must ask for help in meeting his expenses. 

WARNING TO WELL TO DO BEGGAR 


(U 54 U 4 Ui!xbl jl» jta *$Ai* yijlJI ££■£>£■ j < v 


(,^jl jdlj 4_a.Ua j\j!j jJtajjl 0 1J jj I U&JJ 


1 Abu Dawud 1639, Tirmidhi # 681, Nasai'i # 2599, Musnad Ahmad 5-22. 
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1847. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger kj^ 

(JL.ja. 1 p said, "If anyone begs from people in spite of being self sufficient, there on 
the day of resurrection, he will appear with begging prominent on his face as 
scratching or gashes or wounds." He was asked, "O Messenger of Allah, what is self 
sufficiency?" He said, "Fifty dirhams or as much in gold." 1 
COMMENTARY: The three words 'scratchings, gashes, wounds' are from three words in 
the hadith that ire synonyms. Perhaps, the narrator was unsure which one was used by the 
Prophet Muhammad 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that they stand for different meanings. is to scratch the 

skin with wood. (ju>) is to do it with the finger nails. is do it with the teeth. 

They will appear in one of these scratchings on the day of resurrection depending on their 
indulgence in begging. 


uftl *ixi4U iSJjfj jU cA jLj dll jjJij jl! Jl &\0L\ CARACAS 0AiA) 


Oi jAA 3 ' 


' ^ £| AAAA3 ^ j.*as 


1848. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn al Hmzaliyah ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger A* 
,JL. ja Ip A said, "If anyone begs in spite of having enough, then he asks only for larger 
portion of hell." An Nufayli k a sub-narrator, said in another version that the 
Prophet Muhammad (JL.j aJL k was asked how much was enough that should 

prevent begging. The Prophet Muhammad (JUjAipifo jl* said. "It is what will get a 
meal in the morning and in the evening." In yet another version, he said, "It is 
having what will suffice him for a day, or a dry and a night." 2 
COMMENTARY: In this regard hadith # 1847 and # 1849 differ with this hadith in defining 
a self-sufficient man to whom begging is disallowed. 

Imam Ahmad k^j, Abu Mubarak k^ } and Ishaq k^^ abide by the first hadith. Some 
scholars go by the hadith # 1849. Imam Abu Hanifah &a*^ follows this hadith # 1848 and 
says that it has abrogated the others. 


rflll Jb Jb j-if ^ cA cA cA3 ^ A ^^ 


viU U oljj) aSJ l Alj 


1849. Sayyiduna Ata ibn Yasar narrated that a man of Banu Asad said that 

Allah's Messenger (JL.ja.1p in ^ said, "If anyone of you begs from people though the 
possesses one ooqiyah, or its value (in gold, etc), then he begs unreasonably." 3 
COMMENTARY: The words in the hadith is (iSt^iyb) - unreasonably. The Quran says: 






{They beg not of men importunately.} (2:273) 


1 Tirmidhi # 680, Abu Dawud # 1626, Ibn Majah # 1840, Nasai'i # 2591, Musnad Ahmad # 3675. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1629, Musnad Ahmad # 4-180. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1627, Nasai'i # 2596, Musnad Ahmad 5-430. 
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BEGGING WHEN DRIVEN TO LIMITS OF HARDSHIP 

641VJ sJjIjLj ^^jji Jjjj jis Jl §&*. ^ 0 A0 •) 

Jj c| ^U aj (5^41 Jill'I jL (>Sj ^ai ^j£jf &jJ,V | 04 

((_^j».aj3l5I Cj*3 J2 **35"Is la^>jlj -Ls UsJl 

1850. Sayyiduna Hubshi ibn Junadah as-Sutuli -up jit narrated that Allah's 
Messenger ^jUp-iiJ^ said, "Begging is disallowed to a wealthy person and to one 
who is strong with a robust body. It is allowed only to one thrown to the ground out 
of poverty and to one in deep debt. He who begs to enhance his property thereby 
will have it as wounds and scratches on his face on the day of resurrection and as 
hot stones that he will eat in hell. Hence, let him who chooses ask little and let him 
who chooses ask more." 1 

COMMENTARY: 'Thrown to the ground out of poverty' refers extreme helplessness and 
poverty. He cannot get up. 

(Jliia ulxlj £jtoi ^ ? j l u^l ^ 

(JJJo Is aJl^Ib U^> 0I3I9 U4J <> 04 <ua»j u- 4 ^ 

(JIb Is&jjJ' L >1 (JIb J-jJia u-* (Jlsj oJ^j ^>L£j 4 ^ 1 p 4 UI 4JJI 

UilUta gjssjjJl ilU i(|l UiUSitI Utiit ut Jij jfi l& 3 jf gSjl 

•U 3 joLLa *u alita <u 1^5^ LajLLs La jX *.lj> i . * J \ 0JL0I9 La LlLj L^*jai.LjX_i,l (JUj IjjuLujI 

^ ''' ' ' 9 & ii tf ^ f 

Vj> * ,r„.u&31 JLs _^5 oJk~> 1 j^c- a~1& 4JJI 4 JJI J 

(Jlid LoUlIs Jj^Lb UjLoI JkBjopl»%B J *4-'Ja~£ lM'’^ Vy.*£»jl 9 

sJ^;].«U talljJJS <£JLfraJ ci a£So 11Lls!| <Ss uJJjCL IJuk >Lij ii)l JjJlj 

cSjjj 5 jl 5 JS! SlJj ^ Vi t^V ifldl 


\JJ3 fijl Ji Uu & I 

1851. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that a man of the Ansar met the Prophet 

Muhammad ^jUp-ii and begged from him. He asked, "Do you have nothing at 
your home?" He said, "Yes. A piece of thick cloth part of which I spread on the 
ground and part of which I put over myself. Besides that I have a wooden bowl 
from which I drink water." Allah's Messenger asked him to bring those 

things to him. So, he brought them and, taking them in his hand he (Allah's 
Messenger) jA-j Up -it asked, "Will anyone buy these?" One man offered to buy 
them for one dirham and he again asked twice or thrice, "will anyone pay more 


1 Tiurmidhi # 653 . 
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than one dirham for these?" Another man offered two dirhams and he gave them to 
him. He took the two dirhams and gave them to the Ansar man, saying, "Buy with 
one dirhams food for your family and with the other buy an axe and bring it to me." 
He obeyed and brought the axe to Allah's Messenger who fixed a handle 

on it with his own hand and instructed the man to go and gather firewood and sell 
them, and he was not to come to him before a fortnight. The man departed, 
collected firewood and sold it, earning ten dirhams. He came, having brought a 
garment with part of the money and food with another part of it. 

Allah's Messenger JU said (on seeing the change in him). "This is better for 

you than having had begging as ugly marks (or wound) on your face on the day of 
resurrection. Know that begging is proper for only three kinds of people; the 
helpless one whom poverty has thrown down on the ground, the debtor in 
unpayable debt (under burden of disgrace), and one who is responsible for blood 
wit which he is unable to discharge." 1 

SPEAK OF YOUR NEED TO ALLAH ONLY 


ji (j- lllL Ills J jJjj jll jlS jjJLLa q$\ q&J OaoY) 


1852. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud. narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL. j aJI* & 

said, "If anyone is in dire need (or poverty) and mentions it to the people (hoping 
for redress), then his poverty (or need) will not be removed. But if he prays for it 
to Allah, then He will bestow on him a quick relief either by a rapid death or a 
gradual ease." 2 


COMMENTARY: In most copies of al-Masabih the word is (J^i) both with death and with 
ease, meaning quick death and quick relief. 

Perhaps, this hadith reflects the verse (2,3) of surah at-Talaq. 





{And whoever fears Allah, He appoints a way out for him. And He provides him 
sustenance from whence he expects not} 


SECTION III 

FOR A PRESSING NEED ASK ONLY THE PIOUS 


jjljsi a1}\ b (Jls • w »j l c£\ (j£- AoV) 
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1853. Sayyiduna Ibn al-Firsi narrated that (his father) al-Firasi asked 

Allah's Messenger if he may beg. The Prophet Muhammad jlp 

said, "No! But if you must then beg from the righteous." 3 


1 Abu Dawud # 1641, Musnad Ahmad 3-114, Ibn majah # 2198, up to 'on the day of resurrection' 
minus the last sentence. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1654, Tirmidhi # 2333, Musnad Ahmad 1-407. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1646, Nasai'i # 2587, Musnad Ahmad 4.334. 
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COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ,*JL.j *4* k ju* recommended that the righteous 
should be requested for redress of pressing needs because they have lawful wealth and t hey 
are considerate. They will help quietly without letting others know. This is why the poor and 
needy people of Baghdad approached Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal auup»j with their problems. 
The taqwa of Imam Ahmad k^j was exemplary. An incident from his life may be cited. 
Once, his family members needed some cheese. They got it from the son of Imam Ahmad 
k He was a judge and he was such a kind man that he slept near the door of his 
house to be able to answer a needy person promptly. The family members of Imam 
Ahmad k baked bread with the cheese. When food was served, the Imam sensed 
some doubt about the bread. He asked and was told what had transpired. He refused to 
partake of the meal and his family members emulated him. They asked him if the food 
may be given to the poor and he said, "Yes but let them know what is behind it." Indeed, 
the poor people too refused to touch it and they threw all their food in the sea without 
the permission of the Imam 

REMUNERATION FROM STATE TREASURY 


4JIsJL 4 iJj, Uli -LsJuait ^ ^ 1 g.*I (Jls es-XfclfJI O^-j OAoi) 


ill) I 4 JJI (J jJtj UJii. (Jll <L)I <)£ 41), Uil 

( jJ I 1 0 <j£i Dlii yjjl 


1854. Sayyiduna Ibn as-Sa'idi k narrated that (Sayyiduna) Umar k 
deputed him to collect the zakah (Annual due charity) when he completed his 
work and deposited the collection with him, he instructed that he should be paid 
the remuneration for it, but he said, "I did it only for Allah's sake and expect 
reward from Allah." (Sayyiduna) Umar t&k^j said, "Accept that which is given to 
you, for, I had been a collector under Allah's Messenger Up k Jl*. He too had 
offered a remuneration to me and I had spoken as you did, but he had advised me 
that when something was given to me without my asking, I should put it to my 
use and to give as charity." 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith is evidence that it is allowed to collect remuneration from the 
state Treasmy, Even against fard (compulsory) service. The ruler must ensure that it is paid 
to the state employee. 

This hadith and the earlier •# 1845 show that it is wajib (obligatory) to accept what one gets 
without desire and asking. This is what Imam Ahmad, too, said. But the majority of 
scholars say that it is mustahab (desirable) or simply permissible. 


WHERE IS IT UNREASONABLE TO BEG 



(£s&jJ 0 1 j j) —SjjJ L «uLi>«9 I 


1 Abu Dawud # 1647 
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1855. Sayyiduna Ali is reported to have heard a man begging from the 

people on the day of Arafah. So, he chided him. Is it on this day and at this place 
that you beg from other than Allah?" Then he awarded him a whip. 1 
COMMENTARY: The man was wretched to ask on the day when prayers are granted and 
in a place that is sacred. He turned away from Allah and begged from men. It is clear that it 
is not proper to beg from people in sacred places, like mosques. 

GREED & POVERTY 



(6i J J o 1 j j) JJLiil <l£ 

1856. Sayyiduna Umar is reported to have (addressed the people and) said, 

"O you people, know that greed is poverty and helplessness. And despair is 
independence. When a person despairs of anything, he can do without it." 2 
COMMENTARY: Greed is a kind of poverty and helplessness or a means to them. A man 
begs from other people to fulfil his fall desires. Abu al Hasan Shadhli said, "Turn 
away from the creatures. Do not hope for anything from any man. And abstain from 
hoping in Allah for that which is not written in your destinity." But, it is not greed to hope 
for something from one w ho is dear, to you. 

PROPHET'S GUARANTEE TO ONE WHO WILL NOT BEG 


tr&l jL a, jiS3 & h_:j & Si)l J* jJJI jjjy jll JlS (Uov) 

((/UJI j iji . 1 ildjlaV ^,£9 Jill H Jl&U 


1857. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"If any one assures me that he will refrain from begging from people, then I assure 
him of paradise. 

Thewban held out the assurance. Indeed, he never did ask any one for any thing 
(even when he experienced extreme hardship). 3 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet's tidings meant that if anyone does not beg 

then his end will be in a good, faithful condition and he will go to paradise without 
undergoing punishment. 

However, when one fear for his life then this position is exempted because it is an 
extremely severe state when prohibited things are also permitted. For instance, if one 
does not beg one is liable to die then it is necessary to save one's life. Jf one does not, then 
he will commit a sin. 


COMMAND NOT TO BEG 

tf ^ A $ l t 
< L Z llll <iVtl . \ 2 ' » ri 


&*, ui&l jldV sjjl & J- 2 ’ j&l JjJo a & 

(-Ua.1 JjJviil 


1 Razin. 

2 Razin. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1643, Musnad Ahmad # 5.275. 
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1858. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr ** in ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 
called him and bound him not to ask people for anything (at all). So, he gave his 
assurance to that and he (Allah's Messenger) ,^L»j u* said, "Not for your 
whip too when you drop it. Rather, you should alight (from your beast) and pick 
it up yourself." 1 

COMMENTARY: Although the rider does not beg when he asks for his whip yet it is a 
request anyway. That too is better avoided. 2 


CHAPTER - VI 

SPENDING & DISLIKE OF WITHHOLDING cT 


SECTION I 


jjtyjjaiii 


PROPHET'S VxEW ABOUT WEALTH 


s ±J ^ j 1. (X jLj ilil J* jin Jfi jls q\ 'J- 0A(*) 

jUUI .1jj)o4iJU 


1859. Sayyidima Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Allah's Messenger 

(%J—* j said, "If I had gold (a heap) as (Mount) uhud, I would not like to have it with 
me more than three nights except something that I would set aside to repay a debt." 3 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (jU jUpifo JL* meant to say that he would have 
disbursed all the gold within three nights. He would retain only what was enough to repay 
his debt, because repaying debts take precedence over charity. 

The Prophet Muhammad's generosity knew no bounds as this hadith shows. It 

also speaks high of those who give charity. As for those who spend their immense wealth 
on their own luxuries, like palatial mansions and so on, they do not consider the rights of 
other people on them. Rather, they do not even give it a thought. This is a very serious 
wrong in the eyes of Shari'ah (divine law). 

Besides Shari'ah (divine law) and manners, even common sense tells us that it is not fellow 
feeling and human sympathy to have one's coffers overflowing with hoarded wealth while 
another person before one's eyes is deprived of basic necessities, like simple bread. The 
poor man is dying of hunger, gasping for breath but he has not enough sympathy to feed 
him and save his life. 

Even in the present times when the so-called socialists preach equality and human 
fraternity, the affluent spend lavishly on their little needs but they have no wrinkles on 
their forehead when anyone of their own species longs for feed and water. Rather, they 
look at him with contempt, and they utter words of derision. The hard hearted should 


1 Musnad Ahmad 5-181. 

2 References: See also Manners in Islam (Bukhari's al-Arab al Mufrad) Hadith # 361 and 953, 
saying that begging is last means of livelihood. And also Awamess and Apprehension (Munzari's 

al Targhib un al-Tahrib) Hadith # 361, 553 to 585, 590, 591, 1416, 1513,1543, 2569 etc and 11. 
both published by Dar ul Isha'at Karachi) 

3 Bukhari # 2389, Muslim # 31-991, Ibn Majah # 4132, Musnad Ahmad 2-256. 
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ponderi it could have been the other way about. 

Hence, this hadith invites all human beings, Muslims and others, to act. 


THE PRAYER OF THE ANGELS AND THEIR CURSE 

ibJ 1U ,jlij I jl) 1 1J jSj jll jll Alfcj A "' * ^ 

U is! JiVi Us-t 


1860. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

"There is not a day but two angels descend in the morning. One of them prays (for the 
generous): O Allah, bestow on him who spends a recompense for it (in this world with 
more than he spends and in the next with reward). And, the other prays (against the 
stingy); O Allah, let him who withholds suffer loss, (and destroy his wealth)." 1 


BE GENEROUS 

Vi Alii Vj iJj-iJ Jl* vi-Jls frli-il u^S ^ 


(4 = l£ O»ilaT .m 1 La I 


1861. Sayyiduna Asma ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger (*JU> aJp Ju» said, 
"spend and do not count lest Allah counts against you (by removing blessing from 
it and withholding your sustenance). And do not hoard lest Allah restricts from 
you. Rather, spend (in Allah's path) whatever you can." 2 
COMMENTARY: The command, 'Do not count' could be about spending. How much may 
I spend? Where may I spend? It could also refer to hoarding. How much do I have? Do not 
hesitate to spend. 

The final advice is that 'she should spend in Allah's path according to her position and 
ability. The amount might to little, but do not regard it as too insignificant. Allah looks at 
the intention behind an action and rewards accordingly. Even on atom's weight is 
enormous in His sight. 


y>\ 6$i b j$5t jus alii jtl jii i sin * 1)1 jjjj jil ji! yl oav> 


X "x 2.?f 

1862. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said that Allah, the exalted, says, "Spend (in My path), O son of Aadam. I shall 

spend on you." 3 

COMMENTARY: Allah calls upon man to spend his fleeting wealth in this world in His 
path so that he will get in the hereafter, a better return. 

Some people interpret it to mean; 'whatever I have given you, give from it to the people so 
that I shall bestow on you more than that in this world and the next. It refers to the verse 
(39) of surah saba: 



1 Bukhari # 1442, Muslim # 57-1010, Musnad Ahmad 2,305,306,347. 

2 Bukhari # 2591, Muslim # 88-1029, Musnad Ahmad 6-354. 

3 Bukhari # 5352, Muslim # 36.993, Musnad Ahmad 2-242. 



209 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


{And whatsoever you expend (to please Allah), He shall replace it.} 
SPEND THE SURPLUS 


JJUl b ji-iJ *131 (Ji-ij Jll ajsUI 

* > 

0*3—«o b-Odj* 3 1-4 12 '-I ^ <t,SLj-j3 sjjjj 


1863. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "O son of Aadam! That you give away the surplus (of wealth) that you have is 
good for you (in both the worlds). And that you withhold it is bad for you. And, you 
are not blamed for possessing what is enough. And begin with those who are 
dependant you/' 1 

COMMENTARY: There is no harm in keeping with oneself so much wealth as will enable 
one to survive honourably without having to beg. How much will be enough depends on 
the situation, people to be supported and the times. 

A man must show generosity first to his dependants. It is not proper for one to keep one's 
family hungry and deprived and spend on other people. 

The apparent style of the hadith shows that it is a hadith Qudsi. However, the Prophet 
Muhammad ^may have spoken in this manner. 


THE PARABLE OF THE PHILANTHROPIST ON THE MISERLY 


g*4Jj| d&jL.Jgk 4111 j-£> mSji jli Ja 


OJJa idl * (Jy, CjJ-b-NO Ij3 Jo-La. {jr* ^ • j llla. U-frllf 

*L9-L£j J : Ji> 1 (JiLsLj > I AjS JUau 


1864. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

,*JL- j said, "The example of the miserly and generous giver of charity is like two 
men who have on them coats of iron, their hands pressed tightly to their breasts 
and collar-bones. Whenever the generous giver gives charity, it expands and 
cases for him. But whenever the miserly thinks of giving charity, it shrinks and 
each ring to its place." 2 

COMMENTARY: The hadith means that the heart of the generous man expands at every 
thought of giving charity. The miserly feels a constriction of heart and withdrawal of his 
hands whenever he thinks of charity. 

Anyone who resolves to do good, is enable by Allah to do it sincerely. But, for the miserly, 
the path is beset with hurdles. 


STINGINESS CONDEMNED 


^jaouii jllLwJli jLji&ism Jj-yJiS 

jJi pLo ij.SbLs - • j l JL&LS&. ^jls ijijlj JLsbflJI 


1 Muslim # 97.1036. 

2 BuHwri # 1443, Muslim # 75-1021, Musnad Ahmad 2-379,1/388, Also Muslim 76-77-1021, Pakhari 

#1444. 
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1865. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j *j!p ) J~p said, 

"Refrain from zulm which is doing (and oppression), for, on the day of resurrection, 
zulnt appear as zulumat (darkness in which the oppressor will stray). And, refrain 
from stinginess, for, stinginess ruined those who were before you by loading them 
to mutual bloodshed and to regard the unlawful as lawful/' 1 
COMMENTARY: Zulm (plural zulumat, wrong-doing, oppression) is to use something in a 
place other, than its true place. For instance, the true purpose of man's creation is to 
worship and obey Allah and pursue the right path, but his base soul misleads him to rebel 
against Allah. So this is zulm. Hence, its meaning compresses all kind of sin and every 
sinner is a zalim (wrong-doer, oppressor). 

In contrast to the wrongdoer, the believer who is righteous will find the path of deliverance 
on the day of resurrection with the light of his piety running ahead of him brightening the 
road to paradise to the pleasure and mercy of his Lord. 

It is also that darkness refers to the terror and severity of the day of resurrection. 

Stinginess is also a kind of zulm, rather a very serious kind. It causes severance of ties of 
relationship ending up with hostility and bloodshed, and declaring whatever is unlawful 
as permissible. The woman and properties of the enemies are considered lawful and their 
honour and self-respect are thrown overboard. 


NO ONE WILLING TO ACCEPT SADAQAH (CHARITY) WILL BE FOUND 



lit.9 Lfr lLJa l C-JLa. j j U-® J-a/pl ^^££1 \ j (ja j 


1866. Sayyiduna Harithan ibn Wahb narrated that Allah's Messenger -uU-atijU 

said, "Give sadaqah (charity), for there will come a time over you when a man 
will walk about with his sadaqah (charity) but not find anyone to accept it. 
Everyone will say to him, "Had you come with it yesterday, I would have accepted 
it, but, to day! I have no need of it." 2 

COMMENTARY: Perhaps everyone will be self-sufficient in those times so on one would 
need any alms. It could also be that people will be disinterested with the world and think 
only of the hereafter, their hearts would be content. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that this situation will be towards the end of human life on this 
world. Imam Mahdi j would have made his appearance in the world. 


THE BEST SADAQAH (CHARITY) 

eJlJ dlx jl! l#f Afllill c$\ jj-ijb J Lj jl! jl! q\ cAj Oatv) 

ii oJk 131 Js. J*dYj Jji jisj jiiil 


1 Muslim # 56.2578, Musnad Ahmad 3-323. 

2 Bukhari # 1411, Muslim # 58-1011, Nasai'i # 2555, Musnad Ahmad 4-306. 
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1867. Sayyiduna Abu Huryrah *i*k^j narrated that a man asked, "O Messenger of 
Allah, which sadaqah (charity) will have the highest reward?" He said, "The one 
that you give when you are healthy and hesitant to spend, and you fear poverty 
and wish to amass wealth. Do not defer it till the soul is at the windpipe and you 
direct, Tor him this much and for him this much, but it belongs already to a 
certain one (the heir)." 1 

COMMENTARY: When a person is healthy, he gives little thought to the hereafter and 
loves to amass wealth. He is by nature miserly. He fears poverty. 

At the last moment, the rights of the heirs takes precedence and one cannot dictate 
direction of distribution of one's wealth. Moreover, any charity at that time will not 
earn much reward. 


AT A LOSS 

jt! y fj Uil 14 u2J. U. jlj JLi$ sjj I & ll I jl I jlL'5 ol ( '> 


jli VljJI JJ.J IS jj, Ol illj-i cUla c 


Cjjj 


1868. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr ** k narrated that he came to the Prophet 
Muhammad pL-jUtiiju when he was sitting in the shade of the Ka'bah. On seeing 
him come, he said, "by the Lord of the Ka'bah they are the losers!" He asked, "My 
parents be ransomed to you, who are they?" He said, "They are the wealthiest, 
except those who (spend here and there and say) 'Take this, this and this!' before 
them, behind them, to their right and to their left, but they are scanty." 2 
COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abu Dharr Ghifari ^ led a life of poverty. He had 
rejected the world and its luxuries. This is why the Prophet Muhammad spoke 

to him these words about the merit of poverty. 

(This hadith is Tirmidhi is lengthy and also speaks about the fate of those who neglect to 
pay zakah (Annual due charity)). 



SECTION II 

GENEROUS IGNORANT BETTER THAN NIGGARDLY WORSHIPPER 


6* 4-5^ ^ sjji jji; jtlJtS (uw 

^tl)! (>2 a!sL| 4JJI (Ss CrS 4-4-^ 


1869. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah vek^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The generous is nearer to Allah's mercy, nearer to paradise, nearer to man. He 

is farher away from hell. The niggardly is far from Allah's mercy, far from paradise. 


1 Bukhari # 1419, Muslim # 92-1032, Nasai'i # 2542, Musnad Ahmad 2-231. 

2 Bukhari # 6638, Muslim # 30-990, Tirmidhi # 617, Nasai'i # 2440, Musnad Ahmad 5-152, Ibn Majah 
# 1785. 




212 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


far from men. He is nearer to hell. Certainly, the ignorant who is generous is dearer 
to Allah than the worshipper who is niggardly." 1 
COMMENTARY: The ignorant who is generous is one who is mindful of the obligatory 
duties but neglects the supererogatory. The worshipping niggardly is he who is mindful of 
the optional and he may or may not be a scholar. 




SADAQAH (CHARITY) WHEN ACTIVE 



JUJtr (3 Jua T . j ^ ? j l (3“5 Jo 


1870. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL-.jUp said, "That a man gives sadaqah (charity) of a dirham when he is active in life 
is better than his giving one hundred dirhams at the time of his death." 2 

PARABLE OF ONE WHO GIVES WHEN DYING 


Jsiljl 455 * JL& £jji Jls jLj & 4131 J- 2 .4l" ( uv '> 

jJlj jlSs*? 0I3J — 


1871. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The example of one who gives charity or sets free a slave at the time of his 

death is like one who gives gifts (of food) when he is satiated." 3 

COMMENTARY: It is more rewarding to give charity and emancipate slaves when one is 
hale and hearty in the prime of his life. ! 

FAITH & NIGGARDLINESS ARE OPPOSITES 

jt! 



oljj) -ifA 

1872. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that Allah's Messenger ju said, "Two 

characteristics cannot be associated with a believer; miserliness and a poor disposition." 4 

COMMENTARY: A believer cannot be expected to have these characteristics in him with 
any marked degree. If he has them then he is never happy but eager to remove them. 


WARNING TO MISER 


J^vj JLi-Sii! JIjjV ^Lj 4i J* jin jjjy jiS jd &+2i\ q\ cAs 0 AVr) 


1873. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr as Siddiq narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "A deceiver, a miser and one who reminds of his favours will not enter paradise." 5 


1 (1): Bukhari # 1961. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2766. 

3 Abu Dawud # 3968, Tirmidhi 2123, Musnad Ahmad 5-197. 

4 Tirmidhi # 1969. 

5 Tirmidhi # 1970, Musnad Ahmad 1-7. 
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THE WORST TRAITS 



«ljj) 

1874. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The worst kind of traits in a man are extreme niggardliness and 
utmost cowardice." 1 

We shall reproduce the hadith of Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah "Niggardliness and faith 

cannot be associated with a believer" in t he book on Jihad, insha Allah Ta'ala (hadith # 3828) 


SECTION m 

EXCELLENCE OF SPENDING IN ALLAH'S PATH 


?T.\ *j\ (^ Vo ) 

u?j Sj6 tiiua sip dJ'ij djijli 1L&I ijiill lii jtl il ji&u 

QU &? 4^ vlitfj llji &1&I Ujj 


viiil i& (S^^i a ilji ^ 4ih jjjLj jtl u£Jil 


1875. Sayyidah Ayshah ^ ^ narrated that some of the wives of the Prophet 

Muhammad JLo asked him, 'which of us shall join you before the others?" 

He said, "The one with the longest arm." So hey took a rod and used it to measures 
(their arms) (Sayyidah) Sawdah was the one among them with the longest 

arm. But, later on they learnt that 'length of the arm' referred to sadaqah (charity), 
because (Sayyidah) Zaynab was the one who joined him before the others, 

and she loved to give sadaqah (charity) most. 

According to the version of Muslim: Allah's Messenger Up iis said, "The one 

among you to join me first is she who has the longest arm." So, they measured the 
arm of each other to pick up the longest arm. And, (Sayyidah) Zaynab was 

the one who had the longest arm because she was used to work with her hand and 
she was used to give sadaqah (charity) (most). 2 
COMMENTARY: It is reported about Sayyidah Zaynab 1 $*^^ that she used to tan leather 
with her hands. She then sold it and gave away the proceeds for Allah's pleasure. 


CHARITY OF ONE OF BANU ISRA'IL TO A THIEF 


tjj ilia. laV jjj ji! ji! jL,j & j-* .I j §_2>i q\ cJ-s 0 AV "'> 

JUilviU J4ii jlil J® Siill Jssl s ■ Ijiiill i|^Li ^3 y 


1 Abu Dawud # 2511, Musnad Ahmad 2-302. 

2 Bukhari # 1420, Muslimd # 101-2452, Nasai'i # 2541, Musnad Ahmad 6-121. 
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J <££ J^£i J&j i $Us£'1 U a Adi I 


1876. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ist^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL,j4Jp<a« (J JU> 
said that a man (of the Banu Isra'il) and (to himself or to a friend) that he would 
give some charity (that night). He went out with his charity and (unwittingly) gave 
it to a thief. Next morning, the people talked of it, "Someone gave charity to a thief 
last night." (on hearing that) he said, "O Allah! All praise belongs to you - To a 
thief, I gave! I will give sadaqah (charity)." But, when he went out with it, he 
(unknowingly) placed it in the hand of a prostitute! People commented in the 
morning that alms had been doled out in the night to an adulteress. The man 
prayed, "O Allah all praise belongs to you - to an adulteress, I gave charity! Surely, 

I shall give more charity." He again took it out in the night and this time, he put it 
in the hand of a rich man (unintentionally). Next morning, there was talk about it. 
He lamented, "O Allah! All praise belongs to you. (I have paid charity) to a thief, a 
prostitute and a rich man!" 

Someone came to him (in a dream, perhaps) and enlightened him, "The alms that you 
gave to a thief might cause him to abstain from committing theft. That which was 
given to an adulteress might dater her from prostitution. The charity to the rich might 
serve as a lesson to him and prompt him to spend from what Allah has given him." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad A 1 jUt Jii reported this account to stress that it 
is always better to give out charity for the pleasure of Allah. It fetches reward to 
whomsoever it may be given. 


SPENDING IN ALLAH'S PATH 


h+d uejVl <>s SUL Ji»Jd& ^Jbl cA d lAj ^ avv ^ 

*Sj I JL a b jUl f Uil <j oi Q J4i£ Jfj I5U H f\£\ dJdjS <±*A Jiil 

4! jlil cA b jJ jlil AjlivUi <4 ^ (^JJi ^9 Jil dJitii u 

ij, lit (JU l^rl U.S dJLoJIi V ^ j U. 3 LfljJd. (J-JI (Jjii Jo I La IJi»i ^JJI {j ISd.^4o 'i 

CbJi— a oIjj)<i±1j l4i9 Jjlj Liu m^e-J ISlJ^fj4il£j i3JLSjI s ( 4 !$ U I lJd> d^ii 


1 Stories from the Hadidh, Muhammad Zakariya Isma'il, Dar ul Isha'at Karachi, bukhari # 1421, 
Muslim # 78-1022, Nasai'i # 2523, Musnad Ahmad 2-372. 
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1877. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said. "A man who was standing in a wilderness heard a voice in the cloud 
above. "Go and irrigate the garden of so and so." The cloud moved away and 
poured water on a stony ground filling a channel there. The man followed the water 
up to a man standing in the garden. He diverted the water with a spade. He asked 
him his name and he gave him the same name as he had heard from the cloud. 
Then, he asked, "why do you ask?" He disclosed to him what he had heard in the 
cloud that had rained water for him, and take his name. He also asked him about 
any deed he did that earned him this favour. On that the man told that he waited for * 
the produce and then distributed one third of it as charity, one third of it to his 
family and returned one-third of it to the land. 1 
COMMENTARY: The name announced in the cloud has not been disclosed though there 
have been more than one references to it as 'so and so/ 


GRATITUDE & INGRATITUDE 

« ✓ I 

\ 9 & * . , 


15 6-5 sdji ^ I <J^ ^) 

&££ jll ddl 4-s-T &T jtil y=yN\ j~Sl AjA jt&z sjjf iJJisijU 

' iT ' 

\SA.j llii. (j p Jii-U ®.jU 4l£. JJ t/lljl jj iiaj 

jlS pji'viijf jiSijf JtS jtdi i'Ll jtS llja. 

Jil dJjis JUS sijii- Slants JtS Jidi jM?i jdj u*is.T 


its. 4A^is ji j&\ pyA A yy\ ils, gz yzAs JsS yA\ 4-s.T yy i$\ 
lg§ dill i£Jjb jll U. Sjb jiitl Jidi jt! ^Uil citS JlSllis. \yA JlS 

3J.9 Ai^sJ Jl| (jUfjl ^>43(1 giilii Sjs JtS iji 4-s.f ^^Vi JU JtS 

j y / ^ y , ^ *yy 4 ^y J ✓ y y n y j A yy y y y 1 

^Ks IJu> JJji s&lslljjj sli JliJI jll (ils jt! ^^jj| 

(S-s jIj 6^ jIJ JjVl 6* jIJ ll£j 

o/Ll tiJb VUjill ftk Us jy* 1 0 ^^5 IjJ Jlj jlis 
43 J, (Jlas SjAiS*t5JJ53.1 (JlflS CJ JUllJ -UUIj v - • j >jUJi dJUac-l 

juSl lli U?1 jlisill ^JU^ts t/lill v£Jjaii <>S3 jjf ^ jT\ 

ll^MlaU Jl« ^5 jlls fyJjJ, c| MVl Jlj jll oifU (Jidll t£Ji^s 133^ t£dfsiJi 

4j Jc| (^Ij (Jll td-J.S'La t^JjX-flS 153^ ^ t JI. JUs I jjj» (_|^ JjU (J±a JJJ 


1 Stories from the hadith (p 184) (Darul Isha'at) Muslim # 45-1984, Musnad Ahmad 2-296. 
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1878. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ***narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger JL> 
(jL-jUpin say that Allah willed to try three man to Banu Isra'il. They were a leper, a 
blind man and a bald headed man. So he sent an angel to them. He came to the 
leper and asked him what he would like most. He wished for a good colour and a 
good skin because people had a strong aversion to him. The angel touched him and 
there was no more any aversion in him. He had a good colour and a good skin. The 
angel asked him what kind of property he would like best and he said, "Camels." 
Or he asked for cows because the sub-narrator was unsure whether he or the bald 
man asked for camels or cows. So, the leper was given a pregnant she camel and the 
angle prayed for blessings in it. 

Next the angel went to the bald man and asked him what he would like most and 
he asked for good hair and riddance from baldness which made people avoid him. 
The angel touched him and he recovered and had good hair. When the angel asked 
him about the property he would like, he wished for cattle, so he gave him a 
pregnant cow, saying, "May Allah give you blessing in it." 

Then the angel went to the blind man and asked him what he would like most for 
himself and he said, "(1 would like) that Allah should restore my eyesight to me 
that 1 might see the people." The angel touched his eyes and Allah gave him his 
eyesight. The angel then asked him what property he would like to have and he 
wished for sheep. The angel gave him a pregnant ewe. 

Soon, the three pregnant animals gave birth to flocks and herds that multiplied so 
that a herd a camels filled a valley, a herd of cows filed another's valley and a flock 
of sheep filled the valley of the third. 

Disguised as a leper, the angel came to the (one who had been a) leper and 
requested him, "I am a poor man who has lost all means of livelihood during a 
journey. So none but Allah will satisfy my needs, and then you. So, in the name of 
Him who has given you this beautiful colour and skin and abundant wealth, I 
implore you to give me a camel that I might reach my destination." The man 
excused himself saying that he had many obligations (to attend to and he could not 
give him anything). The angel exclaimed, "I think I know you! Were you not a leper 
yourself to whom people had a strong aversion? Were you not poor and Allah gave 
you all this?" But, he denied that saying, "I have inherited my property from my 
forefathers." The angel said, "If you lie then may Allah make you as you were." 
Then, disguised as a bald man, the angel went to him (who had been bald once). 
He pleaded with him as he had pleaded with the first but got the same response 
as he had received from him. So, the angel said, "If you lie may Allah revert you 
to your previous form." 

Then, as a blind man the angel went to him (who had been blind) and pleaded with 
him, "I am a poor man, a traveller. I have exhausted my means of livelihood during 
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the journey. I have none to help me but Allah and, after Him, you. I beg to you in 
the name of Allah who has given you back your sight to give me a sheep so that 
with its help I might complete my journey." The man said, "No doubt I was blind 
and Allah restored my eyesight to me. I was poor and He made me rich. Take 
whatever you like from my property. By Allah, I shall not prevent you from taking 
any thing that you wish of my property for Allah's sake." 

The angel said, "keep your property with you. You were tried and Allah is pleased 
with you but displeased with your two companions." 1 
COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that it is allowed to ask someone in Allah's 
name and make the person as a means. In this mode, the real plea is made to Allah. 
However, to place him at par with Allah. "I ask Allah and you." Is absolutely wrong. 

GIVE SOMETHING TO THE BEGGAR 


qb 5 jLj lii! j-& iil jjDJb ciil dJt! Jc£j OAV<\) 

tall? ^^5 £5 * 0 ^ ^Dl ^Dl £3 £5 ** ^v l ^.9 


AjS. !Jl& (JLsj 5JI3 jl\j is*. I oijj 


1879. Sayyidah Umm Bujayd narrated that she said to Allah's Messenger 

that she felt very ashamed when a poor man stood at her door and 
she had nothing with her to give him. He said, "Place something in his hand 
even if it is a burnt hoof." 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad meant that even the most 

insignificant thing should be given to a beggar if one does not have anything else. 

A LESSON BEARING EVENT 


fio»J 5^£| <C6bjX^>j dliclDI (Jid OwDI (J 41*4Jbjj, >sj 1*9 JiJJI 
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1880. The freedman of Sayyiduna Uthman narrated that a piece of cooked 

meat was presented to Sayyidah Umm Slamah ^ *»i ^j. Since the Prophet 
Muhammad (►LyUliked meat, she instructed the female slave to keep it aside 
in the house. Perhaps he might eat. She placed it in an aperture in the house. Soon, 
a beggar came and standing at the door asked for alms, saying, "May Allah bless 
you." The members of the household said, "My Allah bless you." So the beggar 


1 Stories from the Hadith, Darul Isha'at Karachi pp 274-276. Bukhari # 3464, Muslim # 10-2964. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1667, Tirmidhi # 665, Nasai'i # 2574, Musnad Ahmad 6-383. 
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departed. The Prophet Muhammad 4-j & J-* came soon after that and asked 

Sayyidah Umm Salamah if she had anything for him to eat. She said, "I have" and 
asked the female slave to get the meat to Allah's Messenger When she 

went (to the aperture), she found a piece of white stone in the aperture. The Prophet 
Muhammad said, "The meat turned into stone because you did not give 

it to the beggar." 1 


REPROVE FOR TURNING AWAY BEGGAR 



(J^l oljj) 4j Jail ^3 L. JlB & jj' 

1881. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas vs-k^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad JLo 

said, "Shall I not inform you of the worst of the people in rank?" the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^iiii^jsaid. "Yes!" He said, "He is the one who is asked for 
something in Allah's name but he does not give it." 2 
COMMENTARY: This warning applies if the beggar is deserving and the person whom he 
asks has with him something over and above his own needs. 

ABU DHARR'S **k^ ABSTINENCE 


Sis- ^ $ A lLjS b ^ [jUH JUU oLac- oJIjJ id ^ • jji.a ^ • jUii- ^ v <_ jjUL^I kS\ Sjj (j,l (j£j 0 aay) 
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1882. It is reported that Sayyiduna Abu Dharr <u> <5» sought permission of 
Sayyiduna Uthman vsk^-tj to enter. He asked him in and Abu Dharr A&k^j had 
a stick in his hand. Uthman utk^j asked Ka'b ^k^j that since Abdur Rahman 
had died leaving wealth, what he thought of it? He said, "If he has given 
the right of Allah on it, then there is no harm." Abu Dharr raised his 

stick and beat Ka'b (with it), and said that he had heard Allah's Messenger kj^> 
(JL-jU* say, "If I had as much gold as this mountain and I could spend it and that 
is accepted, I would not yet like that I leave behind me even six ooqiyahs from 
it." Abu Dharr A^k^j then adjured Uthman ^k^j three times to confirm that 
he had heard him. He said, "Yes." 3 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abu Dharr was one of those sahabah (Prophet's 

companions) ^ k ^jwhose poverty and asceticism were of the highest degree and he 
himself was an outstanding example for the ummah of an abstinent, unconcerned man. 

As for the ruling, the majority of the ulama (Scholars) affirm that if zakah (Annual due 


1 Bayhaqi Dala'il ul Munuwah. 

2 Nasai'i # 2569, Darimi # 2395. 

3 Musnad Ahmad 1-63. 
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charity) is paid as due then there is no harm in keeping wealth. This question has been 
discussed earlier There is no limit to the amount of wealth in one's hands (for example see 
hadith # 1781) 

There is a hint in the words of the Prophet Muhammad ,JL'and that it is accepted' 
- one may spend all that wealth but it may not get Divine approval and pleasure. 

TURNING TO OTHERS IS AN IMPEDIMENT 
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1883. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn al-Harith ** narrated that he offered the salah of 
asr behind the Prophet Muhammad ^j*^** 1 once in Madinah. After (the salah 
on) giving the salutation, the Prophet Muhammad JLo got up quickly and, 

stepping over the people, he went to the room of one of his wives. The sahabah 
wondered of his sudden move. When he returned and perceived their astonishment 
at his sudden move, he disclosed that he had remembered some gold that they had 
and he did not like that it should impede (his nearness to Allah). So, he left 
instruction that it should be distributed. 1 

According to another version: "I had some gold belonging to zakah (Annual due 
charity) remaining in my house and did not like to have it till night." 2 
COMMENTARY: If anyone is inclined to something other than Allah, those people who are 
near to Allah and held back from getting nearer to Him. Or, the Prophet Muhammad 
pA-<j taught his ummah by his words that they should not crave for the world and its things. 


A PROPHET LEAVES NO WEALTH BEHIND HIM 

j1L- 4a j>L $jji Ail i£Jl! dll cAj 
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1884. Sayyidah Ayshah j narrated that during his illness she had six or seven 

dinars belonging to Allah's Messenger He instructed her to distribute 

them. But, the Prophet Muhammad's it illness prevented her (from doing 
it). Later, he asked her about it. "What did you do about the six or seven dinars?" 
She submitted, "No by Allah, your illness kept me busy." He called for them and 
placed them is his palm and said, "Can it be imagined that the prophet of Allah 



1 Bukhari # 851, Nasai'i # 1365, Musnad Ahmad 4-7 

2 Bukhari # 1430. 
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should meet Allah, Mighty and Glorious, while these are with him?" 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad said that it is contrary to the station 

of a Prophet that he should depart from the world with his possessions remaining in his 
house. They ought to be given away. 

RELIANCE ON ALLAH INSTEAD OF HOARDING 


IjLaU (JUU ^2Q* oJLlc-j ^ J‘^‘5 v • J \ U*~5 ) 

(JVj Q Ijllt \jl aJ { J &Ul (JUU Jll b 


1885. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah **<5^; narrated that the Prophet Muhammad *#' JU> 
(JL-jUp once visited (Sayyiduna) Bilal He led with him a heap of dates, so he 

asked. "O Bilal, what is this?" He said, "A little that I have kept aside for the 
future." He said, "Do you not fear that tomorrow, on the day of resurrection, you 
night have to se, because of it, steam in the fire of hell? Bilal! Spend and fear not 
indigence from the owner of the throne." 2 


COMMENTARY: Actually the Prophet Muhammad taught Sayyiduna Bilal 

** in to aim at perfection which can be achieved by trust and complete reliance on the true 
being. However, generally, the ruling, according to the ulama (Scholars), is that one is 
permitted to keep aside for oneself and one's family enough provision for subsistence. 

EXCELLENCE OF LIBERALITY 
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1886. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUpisajL? 

said, "Generosity in a tree is paradise, a branch of which the generous holds. Then, 
the branch does not release him till it gets him admitted to paradise. And, 
miserliness is a tree in hell a branchs of which the miser holds. But the branch will 
not release him till it gets him admitted to hell." 3 

CHARITY PUTS OFF TRIALS 

(6i3j° i >jjU 2Z1& b Ijj 

1887. Sayyiduna Ali ** to narrated that Allah's Messenger pi -j *4* said, 
"Hasten to spend in the path of Allah (before death overtakes you). For it does not 
let trial go past it." 4 


jjjj jl < vAAV > 



Musnad Ahmad 6-104. 

2 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman # 1346. 

2 Bayhqi in Shu'ab ul eeman # 10876. 

* Razin, Bayhaqi in shu'ab ul eeman # 3353. 
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CHAPTER - VII 

THE EXCELLENCE OF SADAQAH (CHARITY) aJ Uz) IjiaiO l| 


Sadaqah (charity) is that portion of one's property that one gives away for Allah's pleasure and 
to gain nearness to him. It may be a wajib (obligatory) that he discharges or an optional charity. 


SECTION I 

UNLAWFUL PROPERTY IS NOT ACCEPTED AS CHARITY 


cr* ipJZ Jlij «3 jLs5 cy> jLzj 4i)l j-o All (J\ (j- 0aaa) 
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1888. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUpiijU 

said, "If anyone gives as sadaqah (charity) the like of date (in kind or value) from 
his lawful earning - and Allah accepts only the lawful - Allah will take it with His 
right hand and nurture it for the giver as any of you nurtures his foal till it becomes 
like a mountain (the charity itself or the reward for it)." 1 
COMMENTARY: Lawful earnings are through the principles out lined by Shari'ah (divine 
law) whether in business, industry, agriculture, service or inheritance, or even partnership. 
Allah is very pleased with spending from the lawful. This is expressed by the words: 'Allah 
takes with His right hand.' 

A DIDACTIC ANECDOTE: Shaykh Ali Muttaqi Aarif Billah said that a pious man 
used to earn his living. He gave away one third of it in Allah's path, retained one-third for 
his own needs and r e-invested the remaining one third in his means of earning. One day, a 
man of the world said to him that he wished to spend some money in Allah's path and he 
should direct him to a deserving person He said, "First acquire lawful wealth and then 
spend in Allah's path. It will go to a deserving person automatically. But, that man could 
not get the real meaning of it. So, the Shaykh advised him to go and give his charity to the 
first person on whom he felt mercy. That man found an old blind man and felt pity on him 
and took him to be deserving of his charity. He gave him something. The next day he heard 
the blind man boast before others that he had receive ample charity the previous day which 
he spent in drinking wine with another evil person. The worldly man went to the shaykh 
and related to him his experience. The shaykh gave him one dirham from his own earnings 
and instructed him to give it to the first person he met on going from there. Consequently, 
he met man who seemed outwardly to be well off but he had to obey the shaykh. He gave 
him the dirham. The man turned back with the dirham and walked into the slums and 
threw something and came into the city. There was a dead pigeon and nothing else. The 
worldly man was behind him and adjured him to say truthfully who he was. He said, "I 
am a poor man. My children are hungry but I could not find anything for them except the 
dead pigeon. What could I do? I took it and was coming home when Allah gave me the 


1 Bukhari # 1410, Muslim # 63-1014, Tirmidhi # 661, Ibn Majah # 1842, Darimi # 1675, Muwatta 
Maalik # 1 (Sadaqah (charity)), Musnad ahmad 2-331. 
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dirham through you So I threw the pigeon where I had picked it up." 

The rich worldly man understood the meaning of the Shaykh's first words. Indeed, lawful 
wealth is spend at proper place and unlawful at a bad place. 


SADAQAH (CHARITY) DOES NOT REDUCE WEALTH 

ila iiji sijuj ju u SJ.L& jLj jpj jil jiSiiti oam> 




1889. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Sadaqah (charity) will not diminish property. If anyone forgives another then 
Allah raises him in honour. If anyone humbles himself for the sake of Allah then 
Allah exalts him in rank." 1 2 * 

COMMENTARY: On the face of it, wealth may decrease on spending from it in Allah's 
path, but, in fact, there is blessing in it. His property is safe from trials and his record is 
credited with reward and he also gets a reimbursement in the world. 

If anyone is able to seek retribution but forgive the person who hurts him then Allah gives 
him honour in both the worlds. A saintly man said, "No retribution is as effective as 
forgiving and overlooking." 

And, if anyone acts humbly for Allah's sake then Allah raises his rank in both the worlds. 


GATES OF PARADISE ASCRIBED TO PIOUS DEEDS 
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1890. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger A-uii^Lo 

(A-»j said, "If anyone spends a pair of anything in Allah's path then he will be 
called from the gates of paradise, and paradise had (eight) gates. Thus, he who K 
more occupied in salah will be called from the gate of as -salah. H*» who 
participates in jihad will be called from the gate of jihad. He who give j sadaqah 
(charity) will be called from the gates of sadaqah (charity). And, he who is given 
to fasting will be invited from the gate Rayyan." (Sayyiduna) Abu Bakr <up 4> 
asked, "He who is called by (one of) these gates will not need to be called by all 
of these, but will anyone be called by all of these gates? He said, "Yes, And, I 
hope that you will be among them." 7 

COMMENTARY: A pair of anything means spending in two's like two dirhams, two 



1 Muslim # 69-2588, Tirmidhi # 2029, Darimi # 1676, Muwatta Maalik # 12 (Sadaqah (charity)), 
Musnad Ahmad 2-235. 

2 Bukhari # 1897, Muslim # 85-1027, Nasai'i # 2439, Darimi # 2408, Muwatta Maalik # 49 (Jihad). 

Musnad Ahmad 2-366. 
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slaves, two horses, etc. 

One who does that will be called from all the gates of paradise and every gate keeper will 
hope that he enters by his gate. 

Ar-Rayyan means 'well-watered/ These who enter by it will be the people given to fast 
often. Before they arrive at their destination, they will be given pure drink in return for 
their going without water during fasting 

According to one version. Allah's Messenger jl* said, "There is a gate of paradise 

called Baab ad Duha. A crier will call those who had been offering the salnh of duha (which is 
chaast or ishraq) regularly. 'This gate is only for you. Enter through it by the mercy of Allah." 
According to another hadith, there is a gate Baab ul Tawbaqh. Those who repent will go 
through it. Another gate is reserved for those who suppress their anger and forgive other 
people. Yet another gate will let in those who are pleased with whatever pleases Allah. 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ^e-k^j had all these attributes. So, he would be invited by all the gates. 


ABU BAKR'S SERVITUDE 
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1891. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that (one day) Allah's Messenger 

asked, "Who has begun this day fasting, among you?" Abu Bakr ^k^j 
said, "I" He asked, "who among you has followed a funeral, today?" Abu Bakr said, 
"I," He asked, "And who among you has fed a needy person today?" Abu Bakr said, 
"I" He asked, "Who, among you has visited a sick person today?" Abu Bakr *^k^j 
said, "I" Allah's Messenger pL.j*J*kj~p said, "Those good deeds will not combine in 
anyone without causing him to enter paradise." 1 


COMMENTARY: If anyone does all those things that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr is-k^j did on a 
single day, then he will be admitted to paradise directly without going through a 
reckoning. Apart from that, only faith is enough to get admission to paradise. Or, it means 
that the person who does all those things will be admitted to paradise through whichever 
of the gates he likes. 

In reply to the questions, Sayyiduan Abu Bakr ts-k^j said: (ui) (I). It is not disallowed to say 
'I' in anticipation of reward or to give information about oneself. Some sufis disallow their 
disciples to say T regularly, but this really is disallowed when one boats about oneself or is 
an egoist. This is what the devil, Iblis, had said: (c^ui) (I am better than he) - (7:12) 


DO NOT LOOK DOWN ON A SMALL GIFT 

L?j'bL IjU oliliiil sLijb jL.J jjJU jl* jli ’4£j < u <U) 
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1 (1): Muslim # 87-1028. 
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1892. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "O Muslim women, let none of consider even a sheep's hoof to insignificant a 
gift to be given to her neighbour." 1 

COMMENTARY: None should hesitate to send to her neighbour even a very 
insignificant thing as gift. 

Some people hold that the women recipients of gifts are addressed in this hadith. 
Thus: "Let none of you consider the gift of her neighbour too insignificant. She must 
accept if with pleasure." 

A sheep's hoof is really not worth a gift to receive or give nor it is worth sadaqah (charity). 
It really stands for 'a very insignificant things. 

Generally, woman are prone to return gifts of little value. So they are addressed. 

EVERY PIOUS DEED IS SADAQAH (CHARITY) 

0Mr> 

1893. Sayyiduna Jabir <up in ^ and Sayyiduna Hughayfah ** narrated that 

Allah's Messenger e> said, "Every piety is a sadaqah (charity)." 

COMMENTARY: A piety whether oral or a practical deed is a sadaqah (charity) if it is 
according to Allah's wish. The reward for it is like the reward for spending in Allah's path. 




1894. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Do not regard any kind of piety as too insignificant, even (receiving or) meeting 
your brother with a cheerful face." 2 

COMMENTARY: To meet a Muslim with a cheerful face is to please him. That is a good 
thing and though it does not call for a great effort, it should not be considered to be 
something insignificant. 

EARN & GIVE CHARITY 


IjJll $ Jj JA All jpj jtl jtl g^iiVl yl (J-i OA<U) 

£5sJ» Jtl £44^ vijtl IjJtl JiaijAiiS JiJdt JlS 34 Js 

<&-!& Jtl ijJtS jiLJi’y jtl&ds^tJ ijji* Jitiis 


2 ✓ ✓ 

1895. Sayyiduna Abu Musa al Ash'ary narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, that it is zvajib (obligatory) on every Muslim to give a sadaqah (charity). The 
sahabah (Prophet 7 s companions) ^in^jasked, "If he cannot find anything?" He said, 
"Let him toil with his h ands to benefit himself and give charity." They again asked. 


1 Bukhari # 6017, Muslim # 90-1030, Darimi # 1672, Musnad Ahmad 6-435. 

2 Muslim # 144-2626, Musnad Ahmad 5-273. 
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"But, if he cannot, or will not toil." He said, "Let him help a needy and sad person." 
They asked again, "But if he does not do it?" He said, "Then, let him enjoin piety." 
They persisted, "But if he will not do it?" He said, "In that case he must refrain from 
doing evil or preserve other from it and from hurting people). That is sadaqah 
(charity) for him (because he will get reward for sadaqah (charity))." 1 
COMMENTARY: To refrain from doing evil is not to do it himself with his tongue and 
hands. And, if it is in his powers then he must also stop those who hurt others. 




SADAQAH (CHARITY) FOR EACH JOINT 

us&i JAL. 3 dji -ill Ji-W j'-s u' & (uvw 

p 

cA tfiVi iSaJL* suiJi Ji Upal* j$j SlJLi & & U& 


(4JlC Ju£» I 


1896. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger JUo 

said, "There is sadaqah (charity) on (behalf of) the joints in a person's body every 
day. To dispense justice between two men is sadaqah (charity). To help a man 
mount on his beast, or loading his burden on it is sadaqah (charity). A good word is 
sadaqah (charity). Each step taken to (offer) the salah is sadaqah (charity). To 
remove a harmful (obstructing) thing from the path is sadaqah (charity)." 2 
COMMENTARY: Allah has created joints in a human body. There is much wisdom in it. 
They are on uncountable blessings from him. So, sadaqah (charity) is incumbent on man 
every day to give thanks for them. 

Sadaqah (charity) is not merely to give something in Allah's name to someone. Rather, to 
decide fairly between two men is also a sadaqah (charity). It will fetch reward from Allah 
in the same way as spending wealth in Allah's path will fetch reward. One can get very 
much reward for these things mentioned in the hadith. If a man does any of these pious 
things every day then it is as if he has paid the sadaqah (charity) that Allah has made it 
binding on him as gratitude for the joints. 

A good word is that which fetches reward. Or, it is a mild speech with a beggar or such like. 
Every step to salah is not only that taken to offer the salah. Rather, it is every step taken to 
accomplish something pious or taken for good cause, like performing the tawaf, visiting a 
sick person walking with the funeral and to acquire knowledge. 

Every such things as could hurt or inconvenience the passerby is included in the harmful 
obstructing thing. It could be a thorn, bone, stone, impurity etc. 


NUMBER OF JOINTS 

5g- T 6 ^ J & ^ ^ 0MV) 

(jfcO-k ^ J 5jJ I 5jJ I 5Jj I Jwoij I jkS (j-*.® (_) - a c i a 


1 Bukhari # 6022, Muslim # 55-1008, Nasai'i # 2538, Darimi # 2747, Musnad Ahmad 4-395. 

2 Bukhari # 2989, Muslim # 56.1009, Musnad Ahmad 2-329. 
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4» isu j&i (J- yl/ jjsTjT uikjT STjSjT mllii 

C>i—** «Ijj) — .^bJI Jbj 


1897. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger u* 41 said, 

"Each of the children of Aadam is created with three hundred and sixty joints. So, 
he who says Allahu Akbar, al Hamdulillah, la ilaha illAllah and Subhan Allah and 
seek forgiveness of Allah, and removes a stone, a thorn or a bone from the people's 
path, enjoins piety or forbids evil to match with the number three hundred and 
sixty, then he walks that day having distanced himself form hell." 1 


SYMBOLIC SADAQAH (CHARITY) 


a!JL« |jL.So j£j AsJLd JL ^ j_j l. jl-Zj <£& Ijiil IJ^' A< ^ A ^ 

qj 4°>S~Z> ^-SCUl) _^!J aIjLo aUIjS j£j a!JL& <j£j 

^ {| Uiij JJ jiiijl jtl j£t U^9 £ siJi&i uid^b! All jj-ij b Ij3tl aIjuS. 

CpI^oI 




1898. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger ,*JL. said. 

Surely, with every tasbih there is a sadaqah (charity), with every takbir there is a 
sadaqah (charity) with every tahmid there is a sadaqah (charity), with every tahlil 
there is a sadaqah (charity), and enjoining righteousness is as sadaqah (charity) 
forbidding evil is a sadaqah (charity) and in one of you having sexual intercourse 
there is a sadqah." The sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^ & masked, "O 
Messenger of Allah, is it that if one of us satisfies his sexual appetite, it 

will bring him reward?" He said, "Do you not consider that if he had turned his 
desire to what is unlawful, had that not been a sin on him? So, if he turns to the 
lawful, he gets a reward." 2 


THE BEST SADAQAH (CHARITY) 

Sliiij i&ibi Jjjlj jti Oavo 


(4jlc (3^ a )J-^b |bb IJjuo A>JU ^JuaJI 


1899. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The best kind of sadaqah (charity) is milch-camel with plenty of milk loaned 
(to someone) and a ewe with plenty of milk loaned (to someone), yielding a vessel 
of milk in the morning and as much (again) in the evening." 3 


COMMENTARY: The Arabs were accustomed to lend their high milk-yielding camel or 
ewe to the needy. Afterwards, he returned the animal to its owner. 


1 Muslim # 54-1007 

2 Muslim # 53-1006, Musnad Ahmad 5-167 

3 (2): Bukhari # 5608, Muslim # 74-1020 
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LOSS IS SADAQAH (CHARITY) 



1900. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "No 

Muslim plants a tree (or anything) or sows seeds from which man, bird or beast eat 
without that counting as sadaqah (charity) for him." 1 


1901. Sayyiduna Jaibr ^k^j (also) said that whatever is stolen from it counts as 
sadaqah (charity) for him. 1 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith comforts the owner by assuring him of the same reward as of 
sadaqah (charity) for any loss suffered by him when something is eaten away from his 
field, or stolen. He should exercise patience. 


WHAT ABOUT INTENTION: The question arises that deeds are rewarded according to 
the intention behind them and clearly the owner had formed no intention in this case. Why 
then should he get reward for it? Shah Abdul Aziz Muhaddith Dahlawi points out 
that the basic purpose of cultivating fields or planting trees is survival of mankind and 
beasts and birds. The former's intention is to provide the needs of life to the creatures. Thus 
his intention embraces whatever benefit any one derives from it whether lawfully or 
unlawfully, it being a separate question that anyone who acts unlawfully will pay for his 
crime and will be punished. The single, overall intention shall be enough for the owner. 


KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 


J* o> J^j X A'-i & sill J- 2 * sill jt* jli q\ its w • T > 

0 -UIJu I4I J 9 ' £ .fcjLa L*jliit 

* & 


( 4 ^ aJ'oi j jll IJ4* 1 


1902. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrrah ^k^^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "An evil woman was forgiven when she passed by a dog, panting 
heavily on the point of death with thirst, at the edge of a well, and she took off 
her shoe, tied it with her head covering and used it to draw some water for the 
dog. So, because of that, she was pardoned." The sahabah (Prophet's companions) 
iii ^jasked him whether they got reward for being kind to animals. He said, 
"There is a reward for (showing kindness to) everything possessed of a moist 
liver (meaning, every living being)." 3 


COMMENTARY: There is reward for feeding, watering and being kind to every type of an 
animal. Only poisonous and harmful animals must be killed. 

This hadith is evidence that Allah, the Exalted, may forgive anyone his grave and major 
sins too if He will. 


1 Bukhari # 6012,2320, Muslim # 12-1553, Tirmidhi # 1382, Darami # 2610. 

2 Muslim # 7-1552. 

3 Bukhari # 3521, Muslim # 144-2245. (See also Bukhari # 6009) 
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CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 


5Jh$ SIJPM 4lic 41)1 aJJI Jls Via 0 ^ • T) 

(4 = i£j3ii^) ( j^jVl l44-*Iaj jla £jiLl (j-$ cJU jJLi. 


1903. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar **■&and Abu Hurayrah *■* ^ ^ j narrated that Allah's 
Messenger said, "A woman was punished because she had tied a cat till 

it died of hunger. Neither did she feed it nor let it go that it might eat (on its own) 
things creeping on the earth." 1 


COMMENTARY: We thus learn that one may be punished for minor sins too. This woman 
had committed a minor sin. 


PUTTING AWAY OBSTACLES 



OVi) 


(<Oc &aZa)$ 1L\ J±sUj4&j5 V 

1904. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (t JL.jUp<a>i 

said. "A man came upon a branch of a tree lying on the surface of a road. He said (to 
himself), "I shall remove it from the path of the Muslim so that it may not put them 
to inconvenience. He was admitted to paradise (because of that)." 


6* 1 jj* <J^V (Jlii 


jpj jii jias&jovo) 


* oljj) (J-llJl ^ 

1905. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah **narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL.jUpiirtju 
said, "Indeed, I did see a man moving about in paradise because he had cut down a 
tree that lay on the surface of the road causing inconvenience to the people." 2 


(jjU L LllI 0 s " (_?^Vl (Jls fj ^4^*1 Uii b Jb SjJj &'\ ij£j 


OVD 




1906. Sayyidima Abu Barzah -up -fa narrated that he requested, "O Prophet of 
Allah! Teach me something that might benefit me (in the hereafter)." He said, 
"Remove from the path of the Muslims that which causes them inconvenience." 3 
The hadith of Sayyiduna Adi ibn Hatim -up & (^JuJi ya\) (guard against hell) is 

reproduced at # 5857. 


Ipi* f>^« i) 




SECTION II 

KINDNESS TO KINS 


1 Bukhari # 3318, Muslim # 151-2242, Ibn Majah # 4256, Darimi # 2814, Musnad Ahmad 2-507, (See 
'stories from the Hadith' p 296 for other version too. Dar ul Isha'at Karachi) 

2 Muslim # 129-1914, Musnad Ahmad 3-154. 

3 Muslim # 131.1618, Ibn Majah # 3681, Musnad Ahmad 4-422. 
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1907. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Salaam ** -it narrated that when the Prophet 
Muhammad came t o Madinah, he went to him. He observed his radiant 

face and was convinced that it was not the face of a liar. The first thing he said was, 
"Spread salaam (the greeting, saying it aloud to whomsoever you meet, known or 
stranger), feed food (to the hungry), be kind to relatives, and offer salah (of the 
taHajj (pilgrimage)ud) (supererogatory prayer) in t he night when people are asleep. 
You will enter paradise in peace." 1 


FEED THE POOR 


\j^\j 11jLj in S* jh\ jj-ij jtl jl ^ *jji 6*5 0 VA) 


(_£JUj\jl o\jj)^£lLZ~i Alii I1 


1908. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Worship Ar Rahman (the compassionate), feed food and spread salaam 
you will be admitted to paradise in peace." 2 


SADAQAH (CHARITY) ENSURES A PEACEFUL DEATH 

&& t36u^6*i 0v<0 


oljj) -gjiJl 

1909. Sayyiduna Anas ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Sadaqah (charity) cools the Lord's wrath and averts an evil death." 3 


COMMENTARY: Allah keeps one who gives charity safe and free from trials. Also, He 
preserves him from a trying death-bed illness. 


6-2 sjj }J (jh« 4lii (J Jj<j (Jll jll^U. 6*5 ^ ) 


1910. Sayyiduna Jabir -u* £a narrated that Allah's Messenger -at said, 

"Every piety is sadaqah (charity). It is also piety that you meet your brother with a 
cheerful face and that you pour water from your bucket into your brother's 
bucket." 4 

cl viji >J4 ^Lj J-2. .oJi jpj jil jtS ^5 c^i 6*5 (u u} 


1 Tirmidhi # 2493, Ibn Majah # 1334, Darimi # 1460, Musnad Ahmad 5-451 

2 Tirmidhi # 1862, Ibn Majah # 3694. 

3 Tirmidhi # 664. 

4 Tirmidhi # 1977, Musnad Ahmad 3-244, Buklhari # 6021. 
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1911. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Your smile before your brother is a sadaqah (charity). Your enjoining piety and 
forbidding evil is a sadaqah (charity). Your guiding aright one who is lost is a 
sadaqah (charity) for you your leading one has poor eyesight is a sadaqah (charity) 
for you Your removing from the road a stone, a thorn or a bone is sadaqah (charity) 
for you And, your filling water from your bucket into your brother's bucket is a 
sadaqah (charity) for you." 1 


COMMENTARY: If the other person has no bucket at all, then giving him water will get 
very much more reward. 


DIGGING A WELL 


iUil Jl jJll ill dJUjjLi Jl JjJJ b jli h\d. cAj 0^ Y > 


bJj Ij I JjJI 0 ojjb (Jlflj \j%-> 

1912. Sayyiduna Sa'd Ibn Ubadah asked, "O Messenger of Allah, Umm Sa'd 

has died. What kind of sadaqah (charity) will be best?" He said, "Water!" So, 
he had a well dug saying. "It is an behalf of Umm SA'd ^h^" 2 
COMMENTARY: Whatever Allah has given is a blessing of Allah but water is an essential 
of life without which one cannot do. Man needs it at all times, more so in hot an humid 
lands. So, the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUp^iJl* said that water is the best form of sadaqah 
(charity). If provided through a well or any other source then it is a perpetual charity. 
Allah's mercy descends on him who makes it available as long as it presides water. 

CLOTHING THE POOR 

j-Sj jii 

ujTj s!i\ &ji 

1913. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed a* in ^>j narrated that Allah's Messenger Up 
said, "If a Muslim clothes another Muslim who has no clothes, then Allah will 
clothe him with the green garments of paradise. If a Muslim feeds another Muslim 
who is hungry than Allah will feed him from the fruit of paradise. And if a Muslim 
provides drink to another Muslim who is thirsty they Allah will give him to drink 
from ar-rahiqil makhtum (sealed wine)." 3 

COMMENTARY: Ar Rahiqil makhtum will be a wine in paradise. It will never turn stale. 
No one else but this person will get it. The seal will be of musk as the Quran says. 


A.. ? 


Ui-LS Jl: UjTj aM-1 _>U5 Sill kzj&i d* Ulii j> 


1 Tirmidhi # 1963, Musnad Ahmad # 21538. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1679, Nasai'i # 3664, Ibn Majah # 3684. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2456 (change of order of words), Abu Dawud # 1682, Musnad Ahmad 3-13. 
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{They will be given to drink of a pure wine, sealed} (82:25) 

OPTIONAL CHARITY TOO 

t 'sj* tSi JUii 4 JjIj&zj J-& jsisi Sjjj jil cJil ujiS iiiii &zj O'" t) 

1914. Sayyidah Fatimah bint Qays narrated that Allah's Messenger 

,JL>j said, "Apart from zakah (Annual due charity), there are other dues bn property. t 

He recited the verse: 

{It is not virtue that you turn your faces to the east and to the west...} 1 (entire verse 2:177) 
COMMENTARY: Apart from the fard zakah (Annual due charity), optional charity also 
fetches tremendous reward. One must not deprive the beggar and anyone who asks for a 
loan. Even if people ask for household utensils for some time they must not be denied. 
Little things like water, salt, etc must also be given if anyone requires them. 

The dues in anyone's property are detailed in the full verse: 

L f I CjQj (J4s.J* 5'-2>j4*J tP y <j*4^ 

{It is not virtue that you turn your faces to the east and to the west; but true virtue 
is of him who believes in Allah, and the last Day, and the angels, and the Book, 
and the prophets, and gives his wealth, for love of him to the kindred, and to the 
orphans and the needy, and the wayfarer, and to the those who ask, and to set 
slaves free; and (or him who) establishes the salah and pays the zakah (Annual 
due charity)} (2:177) 

Allah describes the believers as those who spend their wealth on their relative, orphans, 
poor, needy and so on. They offer salah and pay the zakah (Annual due charity). Thus Allah 
first mentions the optional charity and then the fard zakah (Annual due charity). 

NOT PROPER TO DENY WATER & SALT 

jtl Uli V *jJ UJj I U jLj ill Isij I jpj jls la o 6 iSti ( ''' 0 > 

jt! Ails ,2yJ 1 1 Jjl Ls si) I jll I jll iiis j^V *jjl ij) IU *1) I jla l Uil 


(jJ 1 I oIj jisL.I (JiAJ 

1915. Sayyidah Buhaysah narrated that from her father that he asked, "O 

Messenger of Allah, what is it that it is unlawful to deny?" He said, "Water." He 
asked again, "O prophet of Allah, what is it that it is disallowed to refuse?" He said, 
"Salt" He asked, "O Prophet of Allah, what is it that it is unlawful to deny?" He 


1 Tirmidhi # 659, Ibn Majah # 1789, Darimi # 1637. 
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said. That you do good is better for you." 1 

COMMENTARY: After water and salt, both of which one must not deny anyone, the third 
answer embraces all good and pieties. It says, "Do every good that you can. It is not proper 
to keep away from doing pious things oneself and to prevent others from doing them. The 
words (unlawful or disallowed) are used in the sense of (not proper). 


CULTIVATING BARREN LAND 

trills Ls>jl ijL a.1 3jJl <UI Jjdj Jd jd^lii. (^^) 


->' b ^ ljj i o i j j )ii juo ui i 

1916. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "He 

who revives a dead land (by cultivating it) has a reward for it and if any creature 
(beast or man) eats from it then it is counted as a sadaqah (charity) from him/' 2 

MERIT OF LOANING SOMETHING 


lidj tfiijf ifjjjl & & JlSj & lU Jjdj Jd Jd *»j$l 0 M v) 

if 


JJ1 °ljj) ^ 

1917. Sayyiduna Al-Bara narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

anyone lends a milk-yielding animal, or silver coins (meaning, some money), or 
directs someone (who has lost his bearings) on the correct way, then it is like setting 
free a slave (in terms of reward)." 3 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S GUIDANCE 


Sjk V *tb cJ- J&\ Ji & ui-j c-jfj-s dJ\ jd jJj, cAji if ofofi 0MA) 

*bl J^Sjb JUlll dns dJi Jd *1JI jjJJ likljJlS ilk Jll Ijjla Vl t!d 
tff Jltf j jdj dJf v£J 3 d\& jViJI Jl cddl jVdJl dA& jViJl di& jisV Jd 


dtf Uiiil ASjfcjd Jl-Jig disUl sjjJJ dd£ ll >£ dbUl JJI Jpj 

Jd iliT ^jV Jd Ji j^i dii udg uSj id ip.iL±&+\j did I g^LIjT ^jlddfiSjj 


dJlil j&J ^jlj 4j>Jl 6-21££ Vj Jd Id Vj Ijjg. Vj tiq Ui 

Jls d « ^ I ^ • j la (JLJ! Jl, dJjl jj, ^ 3 Jlj >-ijJ*Jl 1>5 dtlj j ^ • j l. dJ»Uj 4i3} Ja~di do Ij 


lu£i %S*\ drfV *iu Ju^Ji 6- tid ^ij>?i Jdijj dliSjj cpSi i 

d (jSlaJpl L$JJJ 5Jl j oljj dJJ.3 (Jbj Uils Uj oj^ij V.3 dJ£§ JJJb d* dJjXtJ 


1 Abu Dawud # 3476, Musnad Ahmad 3-480 Darimi # 2613. 

2 Abu Dawud # 3074, Tirmidhi # 1379, Darimi # 2607, Muwatta Maalik # 27 (Aqdiyah). 

3 Tirmidhi # 1957, Musnad Ahmad 4-285. 
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1918. Sayyiduna Abu Jurayy Jabir ibn Sulaym ** 4 #'^j narrated that when he came to 
Madinah, he saw a man whose advice was respected by the people. Whatever he 
said, they abided by it. He asked about him and was told that he was Allah's 
Messenger (tUjUeltojL*. So he said twice, "On you be peace O Messenger of 

Allah!" But, he corrected him, "Do not say (on you be peace), for it is the 

salaam to the dead. Rather, say (Arabic) (peace be on you)." He asked, "Are you 
Allah's Messenger ?" He said (Yes) I am the Messenger of Allah who if harm 
afflicts you and you call him. He will remove it from you. And, if a year of famine 
strikes you, and you pray to him. He will make it grow for you. And, if you are in 
wilderness or a desert and your riding beast is lost, and you pray to him. He shall 
return it to you." He (Abu Jurayy) j said, "Do give me some advice." He said, 
"Do not abuse anyone." He confirmed that after that he never abused a freeman or a 
slave, a camel or a sheep. He (the Prophet) said, "Do not belittle any act 

of piety, even a cheerful face before your brother when you speak to him is an act of 
kindness wear your lower garment up to your shin, but if you do not like it, then 
keep it up to the ankles. But, beware of letting it trial, for that is a form of pride and 
Allah does not love pride (and arrogance). If anyone reviles you and finds fault 
with you for what he knows about you, do not (retaliate to) reproach him for what 
you know of him, because the sin of that (which he does) will be on him." 

According to another version: "While the reward for that will be for you, the sin 
will be on him." 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Jabir offered the salaam twice because perhaps the 

Prophet Muhammad JL* did not hear him the first time, or he wished to correct 

him. To say alayka as-salaam (on you be peace) was the custom during pre-Islamic times 
among the Arabs. The Prophet Muhammad pointed out to this custom and did 

not mean that one should use these words for the dead as prayer for them or greetings. 

As for never abusing anyone, the ulama (Scholars) say that it is allowed to refer as bad to 
one who has died as a disbeliever. However, it is better to keep one's tongue occupied in 
the dhikr of 'Allah, Lord of might, and never to speak ill of anyone because to occupy 
oneself in other than Allah will only cause loss. After all, there is no harm in not calling 
anyone bad. In fact, the ulama (Scholars) go so for as to say that there is no h arm in cursing 
the devil even. 

Just as it is disallowed to let the lower garment (pyjamas or wrapper or such like) hang below 
the ankles, so too it is not allowed to wear a shirt or overall or coat hanging past the ankles. 
The addition is in another version carried by Tirmidhi. This means that apart from Abu 
Dawud, Tirmidhi too has the complete hadith though its words may be interposed. 


ONLY WHAT IS GIVEN IN ALLAH'S PATH REMAINS 


(JLs Vj,ULa ^ Ut X^ji[£ 0 ^ ^) 


&\jj 



1919. Sayyidah Ayshah if* <&' ^>j narrated that they slaughtered a sheep. Allah's 
Messenger <*JL .j Up in ju asked, "What remains from it?" She said, "Nothing of it 
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remains but its shoulder piece." He corrected her, "Rather, everything of it remains 
except its shoulder." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad u said, "In fact, only that remains of 

the sheep's flesh as has been given away to the people because that fetches reward. What is 
stored in the house will perish. This refers to the verse: 

i|b jJJl 3ls~ 

{That which is with you comes to end, and that which is with Allah is lasting} (16:96) 


CONCEALING FAULTS OF OTHER PEOPLE 


tip Jjjsj ilJU-S jl! <_£&. y*\ CPS * > 

(a 1 5) 

((_£JUjUlj Ju»! oljj)*C9 4^Pj»\Sba 4 JJt ltS •lpr * ^ Vj. 


1920. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas j narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say, "No Muslim will clothe a Muslim a garment without being in Allah's 
protection as long as a shred of it remains on the man." 2 
COMMENTARY: Apart from this, the reward in the hereafter will be limitless. 


SADAQAH (CHARITY) IN SECRET 

-idl JXalill 55 ^Q - ' JiJj *4^4 M Jli o'jl lilia, JjLzJS 

•1 ; fjt jj id 1&&. lli Sljjj 


1921. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud ** narrated in a marfu form that 

"Allah's Messenger said, "There are three whom Allah, the majestic, the 

Glorious, loves; 

(i) A man who stands up during the night and recites the Book of Allah. 

(ii) A man who gives sadaqah (charity) with his right hand and keeps it a secret" 
(and the narrator assumed that he also said "from his left hand). And, 

(iii) A man who is on an expedition and continues to fight the enemy even 
though his companions are defeated badly." 3 

Tirmidhi said that this hadith is weak. One of the sub-narrators Abu Bakr ibn 
Ayyash was given to make many mistakes. 

COMMENTARY: The hadith teaches manners that charity should be given with the right hands. 
It should be given secretly so that the recipient does not feel humiliated. The aim 
should be to obtain Allah's pleasure without design to impress people. That would 
earn abundant reward. 


till dll SMij dll .dUj & dll 4JJ' j 6 fi Y) 


j4»jJksUpu.$ 63^1 


C * f 9 . < 

A l l <tk 


1 Tirmidhi # 2478, Musnad Ahmad 6-50. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2492, Musnad Ahmad. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2574, Nasai'i # 2570. 
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1922. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger ju<> said, 

"Three people Allah loves and three He dislikes. As for those whom He loves, they are: 

(i) A man, among a group of people to whom someone comes and requests for 
something in the name of Allah and not by virtue of any relationship 
between him and them, but they do not give him any thing - so he 
withdraws and meets him in private and gives him (what he had requested) 
unknown to anyone except Allah and he to whom he gives. 

(ii) A man who travels with some people at night till they go to sleep, loving 
sleep over everything else, but he stands to beseech me (Allah) and 
recite His verses. 

(iii) A man who is part of an expedition who meet their enemy who overwhelm 
them, but he puffs out his chest and fights them till he is slain or is given victory. 

As for those whom Allah dislikes they are an old man who commits adultery, an 

arrogant beggar and a rich oppressor." 1 

COMMENTARY: The hadith is narrated as a saying of the-Prophet Muhammad (►L.jUp&JU, 
but at the words where the traveller stands in prayer, he is said 'to beseech me." This 
shows that it is a hadith Qudsi meaning a saying of Allah. However, the fact is that it is 
throughout the Prophet Muhammad's * dp & saying reproducing what Allah had 
mentioned to him but at this particular point, the Prophet Muhammad quoted 

Allah directly to express that man's devotion. 

As for the old man who commits adultery, the word Shaykh in the Arabic could mean 'an 
old man' or 'a married man,' whether young or old a sin the abrogated verse. 


c£'$&sMy uijsiju ksijsi iuLijkM 


(The married man and the married woman, when they commit adultery, stone them 
both, a chastisement prescribed by Allah is Mighty, wise.) 

The arrogant beggar is also disliked by Allah, However, if he is arrogant against a person 
who is himself proud and haughty then he is exempted. Rather, his arrogance will be 
regarded as sadaqah (charity) and he will get reward equivalent to the reward of Sadaqah 
(charity). It is said of Bashir ibn Harith that he asked Sasyyiduna Ali in his 

dream, "O amir ul muminin, do proffer me some counsel." He said, "The affluent must be 
kind and sympathetic to the poor to earn Divine pleasure and reward. And the poor must 
rely on Allah and be indifferent to the rich." 

These bad traits are bad if found in anyone but they are more marked in the three 
people named here. 


1 Tirmidhi # 2577, Nasai'i # 2566, Musnad Ahmad 5-153. 
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1923. Sayyiduna Anas -up^^ narrated that Allah's Messenger pL*j k j*p said, 
"When Allah created the earth, it began to shake. So He created the mountains and 
commanded them to stabilize it and it achieved stability. The angels were amazed 
at the hardness (strength) of the mountains and asked, "O Lord, is there is Your 
creation anything harder than the mountains?" He said, "Yes, iron," They asked if 
there was anything harder than iron and He said, "It is fire." They asked, "O Lord, 
is there anything in your creation harder than fire? He said, "Yes, water." They 
asked, "O Lord, is there is Your creation anything harder than water?" He said, "It is 
wind," and they asked if there was in His creation anything harder than wind. He 
said, "Yes, He is the son of Aadam who given charity with his right hand keeping it 
concealed from his left hand." 1 

COMMENTARY: The concealed sadaqah (charity) of the son of Aadam is t he 

strongest because it calls for extreme resistance to the base soul, compulsion on one's 
temperament and defence against t he devil. The mountains, iron, fire, water and wind do 
not call for such efforts, it is innate to man to publicize his generosity and to smother this 
nature he has to be strong. He is strong also because he gains the pleasure of Allah which is 
the most superior thing of all. 

The hadith of Mu'adh ^k^j that sadaqah (charity) extinguishes sins is in the Book of 
Faith. (Hadith # 29 - Mu'adh ibn Jabal: ^k^j 'inform me... of the deed that will cause me 
to enter paradise... charity extinguishes sin as water extinguishes fire.) 


SECTION III 

PAIRS OF EVERYTHING IN CHARITY 

j (_\u (S -5 £1) 1 4U 1 ^jil jiSjjj q 1 0^0 

jbj cJg sjU Jll vfJdjS Jji iSSzls Jj, ljiSz jj& aU. 1 j&z. &J: 4 $ 4131 ^ g 

L-jJl ol 

1924. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr Ks-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j/Js-kj^a said. 


1 Tirmidhi # 3380, Musnad Ahmad 3-124. 




237 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


"If any Musim gives away in Allah's path a pair of everything that he possesses 
then all the keepers of paradise will receive him and invite him to what they have." 
Abu Dharr asked him how that would be, and he said, "If there are camels, 

they would be two. If there are cows, they would be two." 1 


SHADE WILL BE SADAQAH (CHARITY) 

4jJI (_)ls ^JJl jJc- cA 'Aj* lA~5 

top I O'? ^ • o j. (3, j »L< j jj) I aIJI 


1925. Sayyiduna Marthed ibn Abdullah a <u*-j reported that one of the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^ii^jof Allah's Messenger pujUtOju* said to him that he 
heard Allah's Messenger say, "On the day of resurrection, the believer's 

shade will be his sadaqah (charity)." 2 

COMMENTARY: On the day of resurrection, sadaqah (charity) will be a means of deliverance 
and rest. Or, it will turn the man's rewards into a shade and save him from the heat. 


SPEND MORE ON THE DAY OF AASHURAH 


ojjj cAJj s\jj si i!i ^j±L jil dn sijpte 

£ U.J C31J sji 01 L^J 41c- 1 I 


1926. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud **& lS *j narrated that Allah's Messenger pL - 3 Up m jl* 
said, "If any one spends generously on his family on the day of Aashurah, then 
Allah will be generous to him throughout the rest of the year." Sufyan said 
that he tried it and found it to be as stated. 3 

1927. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud ** <&' Abu Hurayrah -up 0 ^ Jr Abu Sa'eed and Jabir 

also narrated (this hadith). 4 

COMMENTARY: Though bayhaqi has termed this hadith as weak, he has also confirmed 
that it is sound through another line of transmission. 

Some people cite a hadith that collyrium or kohl should be applied to the eyes on the day 
of aashurah, but there is no truth about it. Similarly, there is no basis for the hadith about 
ten deeds on the day of aashurah. 

However, it is established through sound ahadith that fasting must be observed on the day 
of aashurah and food must be served generously. There is nothing apart from this. 


REWARD OF SADAQAH (CHARITY) IS MANIFOLD 


dJJI OlfrJ l_a£.Lei ObUal Jtl IiU v£to>I. 


I <1 U 


i c, 


oljj) — 


1 Nasai'i # 3185, Musnad Ahmad 5-151, Darimi # 2403. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 4-147. 

3 Tabarani Kabir - in Kanz ul Eeman $ 44259. 

4 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman # 3795. 
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1928. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah ** narrated that Sayyiduna Abu Dharr 
asked, "O Prophet of Allah, about this sadaqah (charity), tell me what is it in terms 
of reward?" He said, "Its reward is multiplied many times. And, with Allah it is 
much more." 1 

COMMENTARY: The number multiplies to between ten times and seven hundred times. If 
Allah wishes, it could be more. 

£ 0*1 <— 1,5 

{And Allah multiplies in manifold to whom He will} (2:261) 


CHAPTER - VIII 

THE SUPERIOR MOST SADAQAH (CHARITY) 


aijlJsJ IJ. Jai l<£> l j 


SECTION I 

THE BEST SADAQAH (CHARITY) 


-o J (j£-%XLX e\JJJ o\jJ 0-+1 1-4L? U*’ 


1929. Sayyidima Abu Hurayrah and Sayyiduna Hakim ibn Hizam 

narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The best sadaqah (charity) is that 

which retains (the giver's) self sufficiency. And, begin with those for whom you are 
responsible." 2 


COMMENTARY: Self sufficiency of the giver is retained so that he does not become poor 
and needy after paying the sadaqah (charity). He should continue to have enough for his 
family's needs and may give away the surplus in Allah's name. 

The Prophet Muhammad made it more clear when he said immediately after 

that; Begin with.your wards or dependants. If anything remains then attend to strangers. 


OR, CONTENT HEART: Apart from the foregoing advice that the giver must retain 
enough for his family, the ruling is that if anyone is satisfied at heart and spends his wealth 
in Allah's path relying on Him to make him self-sufficient then it is an exceptional ca'r. 
There is the example of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr who gave away all his we^cn and 

property for the sake of Allah. The Prophet Muhammad asked him what he had 

left behind for his family. He said, "Allah's!" He had placed reliance on Allah who had 
been giving him abundant wealth and would bestow on him again. His example is the 
highest degree of self reliance. The next degree follows when one cannot achieve the self 
reliance through such contentment. Then one must keep self sufficiency through one's 
property. One must not spend in Allah's path till one must not spend in Allah's path till 
one becomes poor himself. Something must be kept aside for one's personal needs and 
needs of one's family. 


^Musnad Ahmad 5-178. 

2 Bukhari # 1426, Muslim # 95-1034, Abu Dawud # 1676, Nasai'.i # 2542, Musnad Ahmad 2-40 1. 
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SPENDING ON FAMILY 

jjLj <ut Jf Sia Jiiiil Jiil ^ ijjl J-a jj_tj jtS jll < w> > 
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1930. Sayyiduna Abu Mas'ud j narrated that Allah's Messenger jJL-j aJL^ iu» ju> 
said, "When a Muslim spend on his family and expects reward for it (from Allah). 
This spending amount to a highly approved) sadaqah (charity)." 1 

{jS — ijp 1 i&aiii I (jjjJ I ■ i ~ ££ ■ I iSJIa I (_^ c *ciaj I jlijjj ^*fjLfij jliijj 

{* 

1931. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -upin^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUpisiJLp 
said, "You may spend a dinar in Allah's path, a dinar to emancipate a slave, a dinar 
on a poor person and a dinar on your family. The best of these in terms of reward 
against them in the one that you spend on your family." 2 

1932. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The best dinar that a man spends is the dinar he spends on his family, the dinar he 
spends on his animal in Allah's path and the dinar he spends on his companions 
(who wage jihad) in Allah's path." 3 

JISI & $ sill JJidJii idi its <" TT > 

jl UJ^-I viJLi.3 

1933. Sayyidah Umm Salamah -up id narrated that she asked "O Messenger of 
Allah is there a reward for me for spending on the sons of Abu Salamah -upid^j for 
they are only my sons?" He said, "spend on them. You will receive reward for what 
you spend on them." 4 

COMMENTARY^ When Abu Salamah -upisi^j died, Umm Salamah -upin^j married the 
Prophet Muhammad (4-.j4Ut.id ju>. She asked him about her children from Abu Salamah in^j 
-up and, perhaps, Abu Salamah's -upisi^j children for his previous marriages, her step children. 
SADAQAH (CHARITY) TO ONE'S SPOUSE 

b jL,j4&d Jl ^ ^ L^J ()m) 

^ • j l. 9 Jill Ol j u JlflA. i£JL3)q. JlIs $l)J I U4c- (jj, ufLJ b J.^3 I 


1 Bukhari # 5351, Muslim # 35-1034, Nasai'i # 2545, Darimi # 3664, Musnad Ahmad 5-273. 

2 Muslim # 39.995, Musnad Ahmad 2-476. 

3 Muslim # 38.994, Musnad Ahmad 5-277. 

4 Bukhari # 1467, Muslim # 45-1001, Musnad Ahmad 4-503. 



240 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


ft J * ' i i i ^ 

^ cLLJJj 4JUli fill ^IjL&JL I5j-4.il jiij jdi 4151 j-£ <131 JjJo 


_>LaiVl (j-$ 8I>*I lili ■" JhJaSli O-JI 4ijy I J3 4jJI (i C-J 19JUT jfct (J) l^isj-'^ Vjj 

oj^ta jXiJ 4lit ii±3! 4 JJ1 jJ-iJ c-J} 4 lilHi lillc o-J Lad i^ta-J! 4llc tLcla} I Jj 

Vj (_^j j ji U-4i g - i^JLiaJl i*sj~4 cJjVLu l_jLJ L> g£j|J-«l ^ ? jt 

(J-^ 4 JJI (Jj-ij 4 (JUU 4J L 19 jjLi-J jdLc 4151 J^> All (JjJLJ ^ (J^L JXji9 c-J ll <S^ u-° °yM 
fe\ jSj^j 4151 (J-® 4 JJI Jj-ij 4J (Jlfl.9 4-^jJ ^LaTVl (^5 SIJ-«I (Jll Uio-* JJ-iJ 4llp 4JJ1 
J±Tj ^l>3lJfl U4)>Lj^4131 &\ SjJ,J JLS.I Jl5I jj& sljil jll yjbji| 

_^>Xli3 Jalli IJ ( Jj'~- 4 


1934. Sayyiduna Zaynab Aipin^*,, the wife of Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 
^ narrated that Allah's Messenger <*!-»_> *Jp It JL> exhorted women to give sadaqah 
(charity) even if it be some of their jewellery. She returned to Abdullah .uplt^.. and 
told him that he was a man of insufficient means and Allah's Messenger (JLij-OpIi^u 
had instructed them to give sadaqah (charity). So, he should go and ask him if she 
could give it to him in which case she would give it to him or else she would give 
to another person. But, he advised her to go herself. She went only to find a woman 
of the Ansar at the door of Allah's Messenger ,tJU jaJpIi having come with the same 
question as she. Since they hesitated to ask Allah's Messenger ,*Juj Up It ju directly, 
they requested Sayyiduna Bilal to go to Allah's Messenger <*JL< j Up & ,J~p and 

ask him if they could give sadaqah (charity) to their husbands and to orphans who 
are dependant on them, but he was not to disclose to him their identity. 
Accordingly, Sayyiduna Bilal j went in and asked him. Allah's Messenger Ju> 
jjL-jUpiii asked, "Who are the woman?" He said that there was the Ansar woman and 
Zaynab. He asked, "which Zaynab?" He said, "The wife of Abdullah." Allah's 
Messenger (JL.j4 .1 p1i said, "They will earn two rewards. A reward for kinship and 
another for sadaqah (charity) will be theirs." 

COMMENTARY: Allah had given the Prophet Muhammad (JL, 4 JL 1 JL> such an we- 
inspiring personality that people hesitated to put to him questions suddenly. Moreover, 
they respected him very much. 

Sayyiduna Bilal ajpIi^j had no option but to disclose the woman's identities when the Prophet 
Muhammad (JLjAjtafyjL* asked him about them (otherwise he would not have named them). 
THE RULING: The ulama (Scholars) agree t hat a husband must not give his zakah (Annual 
due charity) to his wife. But, when it is the other way about, Imam Abu Hanifah 1**^, ruled 
that a woman should not give her zakah (Annual due charity) to her husband because often 
both are co-sharers in the (husband's) income by custom. (Hence, if she will give zakah 
(Annual due charity) to her husband, she too will benefit from that property which is 
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forbidden). However, Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad ruled that as a 
man is permitted to give zakah (Annual due charity) to his wife, so too, a wife may give her 
zakah (Annual due charity) to her husband. (This is their opinion on zakah (Annual due charity) 
of spouse to one another). 

Because of this difference of opinion, we might assume that Imam Abu Hanifah ii 
considered the sadaqah (charity) in the hadith to apply to the optional sadaqah (charity) while 
his two companions held that it could apply to both optional as well as fard sadaqah (charity). 


SADAQAH (CHARITY) TO RELATIVES 
4llc4U1 4 JJI ^ • j U_j qSJ25J \ \&\ i«ijjtil cAj 0 VTo) 


1935. Sayyidah Maymunah bint al Harith -up-Sa^j narrated that she set free a female 
slave during the times of Allah's Messenger Ju*. She mentioned that to him 

and he said, "Had you given her to your maternal uncles, that would have earned 
you more reward." 1 


BS CONSIDERATE TO NEIGHBOUR 



1936. Sayyidah Ayshah asked Allah's Messenger ^j up & that she had 

two neighbours. To which of them she should send her gifts? He said, "To the one 
nearer to your door." 2 


COMMENTARY: It does not mean that the other neighbour should be ignored. Rather, 
preference should be given to the nearest neighbour. 


jL&lijjlfc pU(.9 aIj* 13} J-Lij 4131 4 JJI (Jts ql C^J 
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1937. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr -upia^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"When you prepare gravy, put in more water and think of your neighbours." 3 


SECTION II 

SADAQAH (CHARITY) OF THE POOR 

IJdlJ Jiill j 44- «i31 (Jll Jtl §CjJIA ^ 
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1938. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up m narrated that he asked, "Which sadaqah 
(charity) is the best?" He said, 'The effort of one with little property. Begin to give 
with those who are under your responsibility." 4 


1 Bukhari # 2592, Muslim # 44.999, Abu Dawud # 1689. 

2 (2): Bukhari # 2595, Musnad Ahmad # 6-175. 

3 Muslim # 142-2625, Darimi # 2079. 

4 Abu Dawud # 1677. 
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COMMENTARY: The first hadith of this chapter (# 1929) describes the best sadaqah 
(charity) as the one that leaves self sufficiency. If that is what refers to the heart that is 
content then the two hadith are reconciled. If not, then that hadith is about one who is not 
perfect in relying on Allah. While this person relys on Allah perfectly. 

TO RELATIVES 


U , „ 
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1939. Sayyiduna Salman 1 ibn Aamir narrated that Allah's Messenger -i'JU 

said, "Sadaqah (charity) given to the needy is one Sadaqah (charity), but 
given to a relative, it is two deeds: a sadaqah (charity) and joining ties of kinship." 2 


Jiiil jt! jliij jlil jie iijl J-& -^Jl Jl Jij jU. jll yi ££5 •) 
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1940. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** & narrated that a man came to the Prophet 
Muhammad Ju? and said,, "I have a dinar." He said, "Spend it on yourself" 

He said, "I have another. "He said, "Spend it on your children." He disclosed that 
he had one more and he said, "Spend it on your wife." He again disclosed another 
and was told to spend it on his servant when he said that he had one more. The 
Prophet Muhammad said, "You should know better where to spend it." 3 

(Find out the deserving.) 


SOME OF THE BEST & THE WORST OF PEOPLE 

Jio os&l JS t <ij| jjJLJ jll jll ^ <>5| 0) 
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1941. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Shall I not inform you of the best of all people? He is the man who holds his 
horse's rein in Allah's path (in the battlefield to fight the infidels). Shall I not 
inform you of one who follows him? He is the man who secludes himself with a 
few goats that he owns and pays the right of Allah on them (retiring to a desert and 
subsisting on the goats and paying the zakah (Annual due charity) on them when 
due). Shall I not inform you of the worst of all people? He is a man who is asked for 
something in Allah's name but he does not pay anything at all." 4 


1 The name is Salman in all the book of hadith. Mazahir Haq has Sulayman and the Mishkat's English 
translation of Rabson also his Sulayman. 

2 Tirmidhi # 658, Nasai'i # 2582, Ibn Majah # 1844, Musnad Ahmad 4-214, Darimi # 1680. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1691, Nasai'i # 2535. 

4 Tirmidhi # 1652, Nasai'i # 2569, Darimi # 2395, Muwatta Maalik # 4 (Jihad). 
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1942. Sayyidah Umm Bujayd narrated that Allah's Messenger JLp 

said, "Turn away the beggar (with something) even with a burnt hoof only." 1 
COMMENTARY: Do not let the beggar go empty handed but give him something even the 
least and the most insignificant thing you can give. 


KIND TREATMENT 


(JUiu^JojJd^UalUj jSIa SUli, \(j* <Jl! Jll (^iT) 

<dlji-ila oj£H5u UljJ^J5J ^ jli o ji|Ks lajj^ J.S^pJ,o jS IcSo ijias-U al) L 


1943. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL-jUp-aiju® said, 

"If anyone asks you for protection in Allah's name, let him have it. If anyone begs 
in Allah's name, give him something. If any one invites you, accept it. If any one 
shows you a favour (in words or deeds), return the kind gesture but if you do not 
find anything to reciprocate the gesture then pray for him till you are convinced 
that you have recompensed him fully." 2 

COMMENTARY: If any one seeks protection from you in the name of Allah, then you must 
respect Allah's name and give him protection. The words could also mean that he seeks 
refuge in Allah when he is in distress. You should not turn away from him, but try to 
deliver him from his distress. 

According to another hadith, if anyone reciprocates to someone's favour with 'uiV) 
(May Allah reward you with what is better) then he has returned the favour with more. He 
concedes that he himself cannot reciprocate fairly, so he hands over his case to Allah who 
alone can give the reward. It is equivalent to making supplication very often. 

THE PRACTICE OF SAYYIDAH AYSHAH : When a beggar prayed for her, she 

first prayed for him and then gave him something. When asked £ bout it, she said, "If I do 
not pry for him then his and my right will be at par. So, I pray for him and then give him 
the sadaqah (charity) and earn reward for it." 

DO NOT ASK IN ALLAH'S NAME 





1944. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Do 

not ask for anything for Allah's sake, except paradise." 3 
COMMENTARY: Allah's name is great. It is proper that the little things of the world must 
be sought in His name. Of course, one may pray to Him by virtue of his name for paradise. 


1 Nasai # 2565, Muwatta Maalik 8 (Sifaat unttabi) (Tirmidhi # 665, Abu Dawud # 1667) Musnad 
Ahmad 6-435. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 2-68, Abu Dwud # 1672, Nasai'i # 2567. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1671. 
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SECTION III 

ABU TAHA'S GENEROSITY 

£la»jbd£ll,4J,l iil Cal ^ jtl>-gVU AJjJClb ^LSjVl_/SS , | As-JJo^l v < ^ 

(Jls l^sl §tJ* C^2 ^Lij 4iic ^JJI ^ill ^ j Ja^CCll 

(J-® 4lll ^ • J JLCC ll<i IjIaIj j^3I IjJ Hj ij^l gju&odjj t^Isu^l 

^ijjj lj£als ji^jl lj3 12 «S3 Sjk JU5 sill ^L)l ill jjJijb j£S ^Lj 4dc sill 

dJlJI 1 C.JA 4 JJI t3j-iJ b I 4 CC 9 Jill I JLLt (jSlJ pla.jb cl].C| to 

vjj' u?Jl 4 li ts dJUj; ilj ^ IJ ju v£ 4 l 5 £$ £? jlcj a£c sil I Jj I jjJii jl£# Sll I 



1945. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that (Sayyiduna) Abu Talhah was a 

very rich Ansar of Madinah possession very many palm trees. He loved most 
Bayraha (his garden) that was opposite the mosque (Mas j id Nabawi). Allah's 
Messenger (JL-jUpCj J-e also visited it often and drank its sweet water (and certainly 
lawful food). When this verse (3:92) was revealed: 





{You cannot attain virtue unless you expend of that which you love} Abu Tahah 
** met the Prophet Muhammad 1 'ju and said, "O Messenger of Allah, Allah 

says {you cannot attain virtue unless you expend of that which you love} and Bayraha 
is my property that I cherish most. So, I give it as sadaqah (charity) for Allah's sake, 
hoping for a reward from Him for the pious deed, and that it would be a treasure for 
me in the hereafter. So, O Messenger of Allah put it to any use that Allah desires of 
you." He said, 'excellent! Excellent! That is a profitable property. Indeed, I have heard 
whatever you have said But, I suggest that you should apportion it among your 
nearest relatives." Abu Tahah said, "I do that O Messenger of Allah." And, he 

divided it among his relatives and his paternal cousins. 


SATIATING HUNGRY STOMACH. 


S\jj -U|U. sjji aIj^JI Jis 1 jL>J & &11 J* jin jlS jl! upJT cAj 0 

-N^UjVi 


1946. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

best sadaqah (charity) is to satisfy the hungry stomach of any living creature." 1 
COMMENTARY: The hungry stomach (in Arabic's liver) could be at any living being; 
Muslim or infidel, or an animal. It is an excellent sadaqah (charity) to satiate the hungry 
being, but not poisonous animals that must be killed. 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman # 1946. 
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CHAPTER - IX 

SADAQAH (CHARITY) GIVEN BY A WOMAN rjjj IJ IjJ liS 

FROM HER HUSBAND'S PROPERTY ' 


The honourable compiler of the Mishkat sometimes does not give the chapter heading but 
simply writes 'chapter' and continues the narration. In t his case, too, there is no heading. 
However, some copies of Mishkat have the heading that we have reproduced here. 


SECTION I jj* 

A WOMAN MAY SPEND FROM HER HUSBAND'S PROPERTY 

vz.Afl.flj 1 I j], <LL5I <)Jl Is 0 ^ W) 

v£JL3J j jJJLa ^ • J 3L>Jj, 9 vZ-Afljf L«j ^ S.J»-*fli 


1947. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger pL>j Up in Ju> said, 

"When a woman gives some of the food in her house as sadaqah (charity) without 
being wasteful, the gets her reward for that which she has given, her husband gets 
his reward for what he has earned, and the keeper of the Kitchen gets a like reward. 
But, the reward at one does not dimish that of another. 1 
COMMENTARY: This applies to his wife to spend as sadaqah (charity) from his property, 
whether explicit or an implicit permission. 

It is said that the people of al Hijaz and permitted their wives and store keepers to serve 
guests lavishly and to give to the poor and needy generously. Hence, the Prophet 
Muhammad exhorts his ummah to keep that practice alive. 


vZ.Afl.fliI 1 4l}\ tJj-Aj (JU s£^1 0 A) 


v—flAflj Ljl9 1 j\C 

1948. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( JL. J Up*iii 

said, "If a woman spends from the earning of her husband (as sadaqah (charity)) 
without his permission, then she gets half his reward." 2 
COMMENTARY: Though she may not have his permission, yet she must be knowing that 
he would not object and the among involved would be infinitesimal. 

REWARD FOR SERVANT 


1 jlS jll til 0 W) 

(4aL& all Ai. 1 4 j 1 jJ 1 kJLeu AXxlo 1b 4 j ^ La 


1949. Sayyiduna Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari narrated that Allah's Messenger pJL-jUpifl J-* 
said, 'The faithful, honest Muslim servant who gives what he is instructed to give 


1 Bukhari # 1437, Muslim # 79-1023, Musnad Ahmad 6-44. 

2 Bukhari # 5360, Muslim # 84-1026, Abu Dawud # 1687. 
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(as sadaqah (charity)) completely and in full with a cheerful mind and hands it 
over to the one to whom he is instructed to give, is one of the two who give the 
sadaqah (charity)." 1 

COMMENTARY: The servant who give sadaqah (charity) from his master's wealth is 
bound by four conditions. 

(i) His master's command to do that. 

(ii) Give sadaqah (charity) without deducting anything from the amount 
sanctioned. 

(iii) Give it willingly because sometimes servants are averse to giving. 

(iv) Most give to the poor man named by the master and to none else. 

CONSIGNING REWARD TO THE DEED 




(<ui£ (Jb ^ l J1. 0* 3J Ua " jJ 


1950. Sayyidah Ayshah j narrated that a man said to the Prophet Muhammad 
j a Jl*. in that his mother had died suddenly. He thought that is she could have 

spoken (before her death). She would have given some sadaqah (charity). So would 
she receive reward if he gave sadaqah (charity) on her behalf. The Prophet 
Muhammad said, "Yes." 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith is evidence that reward may be consigned to the dead for 
sadaqah (charity), supplication, istighfar, etc. However, there is a difference of opinion 
concerning body or physical worship, but even for this the majority opinion is that reward 
for such worship may also be consigned. Examples of t his are the salah, fasting, recitation 
of the Quran etc. 

A righteous shaykh, Abdus Salaam, was see in a dream. He said that in life he used to 
reject that reward for physical worship may be consigned, but had learnt there that reward 
for recitation of the Quran is consigned to the dead. 


SECTION II 

WIFE NEEDS HUSBAND'S PERMISSION 

gISjSl 4 & ihl J-S silt Jj43 J 1 * kul qi OW') 

Jill CJJJ2 JiS jsufili Vj jji J£ t^jj Of t!iSSb«l 


1951. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger JU 

say while delivering the sermon in the year of the farewell pilgrimage, "A 
woman must not spend anything from the house of her husband without his 
permission." Some asked, "O Messenger of Allah, not even food?" He said, "That is 
the most previous of our properties." 3 


1 Bukhari # 1438, Muslim # 79-1023, Abu Dawud # 1683, Nasai'i # 2539. 

2 Bukhari # 1388, Muslim # 51-1004, Ibn Majah # 2717. 

3 Tirmidhi # 670, Ibn Majah # 2295, Abu Dawud # 3565. 
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COMMENTARY: This hadith may seem to differ from the previous ahadith but if the 
commentaries are kept in mind their meanings will become clear. 


aM: 4_u.p1 jll ^)p,\ u.9 Oj-lijtj lyiBlj lyiil J5 di jill ^ b 


(jjl jI^j'l oljj) -AjlSjjSj 

1952. Sayyiduna Sa'd narrated that when Allah's Messenger took 

the pledge of allegiance from the women, a woman, who was either very tall or of a 
high rank, perhaps among the women of Mudar, stood up and submitted. "O 
Prophet of Allah. We are under the responsibility of our parents, our sons and our 
husband. So, what of their properties is lawful for us?" He said, "Eat the fresh food 
and give as present." 1 

COMMENTARY: Fresh food is that which is perishable with a short shelf life, like cooked 
food, milk etc. 

SECTION III 

WITHOUT MASTER'S PERMISSION 


14 Aliiirt! y&if a suJ ui sgi csVls ajmi jiS .^jji J J&Jzt- & ( '‘' or) 

^ / ^ ^ ^ $ * It & i ' , 

oltj.9 id cJlJ. 1 5 di >i-ij jdd! Jj-ij 

-Ll jjjy dJui lljiii jll iiljj Qj ufcfe Je-Vl JUS ji- ^US ^ jls 

( aJ—a ol q ) V . l U^i LcSlo y-^Vl $ (Li- JUg^.^1(3 jl£>I j <LUI 


1953. Sayyiduna Umayr ** in the freedman of Sayyiduna Abu al-Lahm a* in 
narrated that his master had commanded him to cut some meat in strips and to spread 
it in the sun to dry. Later, a poor man came to him and he gave him some of the meat 
to eat. His master learnt of it and beat him, so he met Allah's Messenger (JL- jUtin 
and complained to him. He called him and asked why he had beaten him. He said, 
"He gives away from my food without my permission." The Prophet Muhammad 
(jL-jUpiii said, "The reward is shared between you (if you give him instructions to give 
sadaqah (charity), or show pleasure at his giving sadaqah (charity))." 

According to another version, the words are: 

Sayyiduna Umayr narrated that he was the slave (of a man). He asked 

Allah's Messenger ii JU if he could give sadaqah (charity) from the 

property of his master (something of little value and which is normally given 
away without prior permission). He said, "Yes and the reward will be shared 
between you both equally." 2 

COMMENTARY: Allahmah Teebi explained that the Prophet Muhammad 

did not mean to condone Sayyiduna Umayr's spending without permission. Rather, 


1 Abu Dawud # 1686. 

2 Muslim # 82-1025. 
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he did not like that Sayyiduna Abu al-Lahm should have beaten him. Actually, it 

was to Abu al-Lahm's advantage that the sadaqah (charity) was given, so he should have 
pardoned him. As for umayr he should have got his master's permission. 


CHAPTER - X 

HE WHO DOES NOT TAKE BACK THE 
SADAQAH (CHARITY) 


SECTION I 

DISALLOWED TO TAKE BACK OR RE-PURCHASE SADAQAH (CHARITY) 

telitl aJJI c$LXU* J*jl* yUlll &&& 0<U1) 

cJliIjLo (Jill dlit 3jJI od l loj ki jjfS 

vjjll V Jii q vJjU vijjj 


(AjAp < 5 ^ q j^UJ £ <cl JLi 1 


1954. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab narrated that he donated a horse to be 

ridden in Allah's path, but he who had it wasted it (by not tending it well). So, he 
thought of buying it back, hoping that he would sell it at cheap price. He asked the 
Prophet Muhammad ,iJL. 3 Us-h JL> about it, but he advised him not to buy it and not to 
take back what he had given as sadaqah (charity) even if he asked for a dirham for 
it. He said, "Anyone who takes back what he has given as sadaqah (charity) is like a 
dog that returns to its vomit." 

According to another version (he said): "Do not ask for what you have given as 
sadaqah (charity) to be returned (to you), for, he who does not is like him who takes 
back what he has vomited." 1 

COMMENTARY: Ibn Maalik said that it is either forbidden to purchase that one has 
given as sadaqah (charity), or, as most scholars say, it is makruh tanzihi (detested for purigation). 
The Prophet Muhammad's words imply that it is nahi tanzihi (an interdiction 

nearer lawful than forbidden). 


AN EXCEPTION 

dJtil f\y\ AST il jL,j & ill j-a 14 dif jl! s&j} &j 0^°> 

(JjJob dJ Is <JL)1 jLJ| yiiic USjJ yJJ-f-l cl. ij (Jts ojLa LsjJ ^J, aUI 


Wit il jjlil dill jtl Ulc. ^ 




1 Bukhari # 1490, Muslim # 7-1622, Abu Dawud # 7539, Nasai'i # 3690, Ibn Majah # 2384, Musnad 
Ahmad 2-27. 
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1955. Sayyiduna Buraydah ** M narrated that while he was sitting with, the 
Prophet Muhammad <d ->j *4* & (one day), a woman came to him. She said, "O 
Messenger of Allah, I had given a slave girl as sadaqah (charity) to my mother who 
has died since." He said, "You are assure of your reward and inheritance returns her 
to you." She asked, "O Messenger of Allah, a month's fasting was due from her, so 
may I fast on her behalf? He said, "Do fast on her behalf." She asked, "She had not 
performed Hajj (pilgrimage) at all. May I perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for her?" He 
said, "Yes, do perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on her behalf." 1 
COMMENTARY: The prohibition to take back the sadaqah (charity) does not cover the case 
in this hadith because this is not done at the giver's will. It is returned through inheritance 
which is allowed absolutely. 

As for fasting on behalf of her mother, the Prophet Muhammad (*JU> Up-aii did not mean 
that she may actually fast. Rather, she could compensate for the fasting by giving the 
necessary fidyah. No one is allowed to fast for anyone else who has died. Rather, the heirs 
should pay the fidyah. 

This question will be discussed threadbare, insha Allah, under the heading 'Redeeming 
fasts.' However, the principle is that worship is of many kinds: 

(i) Concerned with property, like zakah (Annual due charity). 

(ii) Physical or bodily concerned with one's personal exertion, like salah, 

(iii) Combination of (i) and (ii) like Hajj (pilgrimage). 

As for the first kind, one is allowed to assign one's duty to another whether by choice or 
out of compulsion. The reason is that its objective is to support the poor and needy. Even 
an assignee can discharge this duty on behalf of the assigner. 

As for the physical worship, one is not allowed to designate it to any one else under any 
circumstances. The reason is that this kind of worship requires personal exertion and effort 
which another cannot discharge for him. 

As for the third kind which is a combination of the first two, it is permitted to assign the 
duty to another when compelled by circumstances or forced by need, but it is disallowed as 
long as one is able and enjoy choice. However, as for as an optional Hajj (pilgrimage) is 
concerned, it is allowed even when one is able and can exercise option, because the sphere 
of the optional is very wide. 

As for the Prophet Muhammad's (*JL *j Up to permission to the woman to perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage) on behalf of her dead mother, this applies to Hajj (pilgrimage) whether that 
was binding on her or not, whether she has left instructions for that or not. Hence, the heir 
is allowed to get someone to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on behalf of the testator, or do it 
himself. If he performs the Hajj (pilgrimage) himself, then he is not required to have the 
testator's permission but if he designates someone else then he must have the permission. 
Allah knows best! 

This chapter does not have Section I and II 

Praise belongs to Allah, the Book of zakah (Annual due charity) is completed. Now, Kitab us 
sawm (or Book of fasting) follows. 


1 Muslim # 157-1149, Abu Dawud # 3309. 
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BOOK-VII 

ASSAWM 

FASTING 

CHAPTER -1 

AS-SAWM The dictionary meaning of sawm and Siyam (fasting) is imsak —•») which 

is to stop completely' In the terminology of Shari'ah (divine law), these words stand for: 

'To cease from down to sunset, with a resolve to fast, from eating, drinking, sexual 
intercourse and entering anything into the portion of the body that is called its 
interior, being, at the same time, a Muslim and free from menses and lochia/ 

WHEN PRESCRIBED: Fasting in Ramadan was prescribed first eighteen months after 
hijrah (emigration to Madinah) in the month of Sha'ban, ten days after the change of qiblah. 
Some people say that fasting was not prescribed prior to that, but others hold that even 
prior to that fasting was prescribed but for a few days and withdrawn when the fasts of 
Ramadan were prescribed. Some people say that the fast of Aashura, tenth of Muharrum 
was fard (compulsory) and some others says that the fasts of the ayyam beed (13 th , 14 th , 15 th 
of lunar months) were fard (compulsory). 

In the beginning, some of the commands for fasting in Ramadan were very strict, like it 
was allowed to eat and drink after sunset as long as one did not sleep, but if any one slept 
than he was not permitted to eat or drink anything at all, even if he went to sleep without 
having any food or drink (after fasting). Also, one was not allowed to have sexual 
intercourse at all at any time whatever. When these commands proved too harsh and many 
incidents took place, they were abrogated and no more did any strictness remain. 
SIGNIFICANCE & MERIT: Of the five basic essentials (or, pillars) of Islam, fasting is the 
third. It is emphasized very much. If anyone rejects fasting as a prescribed duty then he is a 
disbeliever. If he neglects it then he is a sinner to a high degree. It is stated in Durr ul 
Mukhtar under the chapter on what voids fasting: 

j 2 * ji&L itfit ilifc j)j 

"If anyone eats dining the month (of Ramadan) without reason and in public then 
he should be killed." 

The merit of fasting can be gauged from the fact that some ulama (Scholars) have given it 
preference and more excellence over the glorious worship that salah is. However, a majority 
of the scholars say that salah is superior over every other deed, even fasting. Apart from 
salah, therefore, no other deed is at par with fasting. 

BENEFITS OF FASTING: The greatest benefit of any deed and any kind of worship is to 
gain Allah's pleasure, and that His mercy should embrace the doer in both the worlds. In 
this sense the benefit of fasting will be great. There are also myriad other benefits of fasting. 
We mention some of them: 

(i) Fasting ensures calmness and peace of heart. It curbs the influence of the evil 
soul. The limbs particularly those that have a direct link with piety and evil 
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become sluggish so hat one is less inclined to commit sin. It is as the saying: 
'when the soul is hungry, all the limbs are satiated/ They are not motivated to 
do what they do otherwise. 'When the soul is satiated, all the limbs are hungry 
and driven to do their work/ For instance, when someone is hungry, his eye will 
not be interested in looking at anything but when the belly is full, the eye will be 
active and look at everything lawful and unlawful. The same thing may be said 
of the other limbs. 

(ii) Fasting preserves the heart from ill-will and bad feeling which result from the 
unnecessary occupation of the eye, tongue and other limbs, like over speaking of 
the tongue and so on. One who fasts curbs exaggerated occupation of the limbs, 
like excessive speech, etc. when the heart is clean, it inclines to good work’and 
seeks higher degrees. 

(iii) Fasting encourages one to be kind to the poor. A hungry person realizes the 
plight of the poor. 

(iv) A fasting person experiences the condition of the poor and the needy. He goes 
through their hardship. So, his rank rises high in the sight of Allah. It is said of a 
saintly man Bishr Haafi. Someone visited him in winter and found him shivering 
though he had ample warm clothing around. He did not wear them. When 
asked, he said, "My brother, there are very many poor people and I cannot 
arrange clothing for all of them. So, I do what I can do and endure the hardship 
of winter and emulate them." 

We observe the same motivating sentiments in the lives of the awliya who are known to 
have prayed at every morsal while having their meals: 

(O Allah, do not question me concerning the rights of the hungry people). 

It is reported about Sayyiduna Yusuf (OLJiU* that when drought (and fumine) took the 
entire country in its stride, he did not eat to a full stomach though he had a vast stock of 
provision lest he forget the plight of the hungry and that he might maintain a resemblance 
to the hungry and famine strike masses. 


t.Udi 


>5?' 


SECTION I 

DEVIL ARE LOCKED IN RAMADAN 

:! Ji.3151 4* illl j-& jiN jjJo jll jlS 'i'A'J* $(J- ( ' w) 


iiljj dfcjjkijl e-Liij 4^1 dJilj iiil 4>lc-S~i illjj qi 


1956. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"with the advent of Ramadan, the gates of heaven are opened." According to another 
version: "The gates of paradise are opened. And the gates of hell are closed, and the 
devils are fettered. According to another version; "The gates to mercy are opened." 1 


1 Bukhari # 1899, Muslim # 2-1079, Darimi # 1775, Muwatta Malik # 59 (Siyam). 
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COMMENTARY: 'The gats of heaven will be opened' to mean that Allah's mercy will 
descend lavishly and deeds of the creatures will be taken up without any hindrance, and 
all prayers will be granted. 

As for the gates of paradise being opened this means that the creatures will be inclined to 
perform deeds that lead them to paradise. 

And 'the gates of hell will be closed' implies that those who fast will be enabled to keep away 
from deeds that take to hell. They abstain from grave sins while their minor sins are forgiven. 
The devils are put in chains and their ability to incite mankind is taken away; some 
authorities say that this means that the devils refrain from tempting people who, an their 
part, do not succumb to their promptings. Fasting curbs man's beastly tendencies and 
promotes his mental abilities that lead to piety. This is why fewer sins are committed in 
Ramadan and more people engage in worship. 

EXCLUSIVE GATE 


&b ULj yijsf &U slL\ & ii)l <>£ jti Ji ^ ^ ^ &.j OW) 



1957. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa'd ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ju 

said, "there are eight gates of paradise. There is one of these called ar-Rayyan None 
but who fast till enter through it." 1 


iSUji u jLj 4* sill *iii jjjij jt! o^oa) 

eLfjj IjLIaaI J bUll ^ < j LaPj lyt 

Ls bLixAjj bUji 


1958. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"He who fasts during Ramadan with faith (in Shari'ah (divine law) and the 
obligatory nature of Ramadan) seeking reward (without ostentation or fear of 
anyone but sincerely for Allah's sake) will earn forgiveness of his past sins. He who 
stands during Ramadan with faith and hope for reward will earn forgiveness of his 
past sins. He who stands (for prayer and worship) on the layltul qadr (night of 
power, realizing its importance and excellence) with faith and hope for reward will 
earn forgiveness of his past sins." 2 

COMMENTARY: The standing in the nights of Ramadan is for the salah of tarawih, to recite 
the Quran and to remember Allah, and so on. If he is in Makkah then he should perform 
the tawaf and umrah also. 

Nawawi said that good deeds that expiate sins apply only to minor sins and they soften 
the major sins. If a fortunate person has not committed sins, then his rank is raised in paradise. 


REWARD FOR FASTING 


ji (41*4 jj* j^£ jLj jdfiiu in jjjij js jii o 


1 Bukhari # 3257, Muslim # 166.1152, Ibn Majah # 1640. 

2 Bukhari # 1901, Muslim # 175-760, Tirmidhi # 683, Ibn Majah # 1641, Darimi # 1774, Musnad 
Ahmad 2-32. 
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(^^1 Cj^ pJo 4 j Lil_J <uld ^*a3l V} Jlij &L5I (_^ls <wZ-4^a 4_>Lo 

dJjJl u* ^ 1 14 ^4li3l Jjiij 43J &&. SSs; is.j9 J ojia§ JLLt ls.J.9 

Ql JidIdill jt lii idU sjjU Vj <ijj5Ul JJ3 IjIj il|. Jballj 


(<ulc i3’^ a )^4^ > £J^} 

1959. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL>jU*iiijL«> 

said, "The reward of every pious deed of the son of Aadam ftA-Jiu* is multiplied, a 
pious deed receiving a reward from ten times of seven hundred times. And Allah 
- says, 'But not fasting because it is observed for My sake only so I alone will give a 
reward for it. He (who fasts) abandons his desires and his food for my sake.' For 
him who fasts are two happy moments; happiness at his iftar (breaking of fast) and 
happiness when he will meet his lord. The odour of the mouth of one two fasts is 
dearer to Allah than the fragrance of musk And, fasting is a shield. When it is the 
day of fasting of anyone of you let him not be vulgar of speech and let him not 
shout. If any one abuses him or contends with him, let him say, 'I am fasting." 1 
COMMENTARY: The least reward one piety fetches is like ten pieties. Depending on the 
doer's sincerity and truth, the reward continues to multiply. The highest is like seven 
hundred deeds, but sometimes it is more, like in Makkah it may be up to one hundred 
thousand pieties for every one pious deed. 

The reward for fasting, however, is unlimited, as Allah says. He alone knows what reward 
He will give for it. 

Fasting is the only worship that is unobserved by other people. He who fasts knows 
whether he.really is fasting or not and no one else can know it besides Allah who sees 
everything. There is no possibility of fasting to demonstrate to other people. Contrary to 
other forms of worship. Fasting has no form of its own. 

Moreover, fasting is strenuous and taxes the body. One has to be patient and to compel 
oneself. This is not so in other forms of worship. 

AMAZING & WORRYING: Fasting was observed during the jahiliyah too only for 
Allah. They associated none with him. However, now it is not merely for Allah any more. 
People fast for some saintly men on their name and for them. May Allah preserve us all 
from straying and error. May he make us subservient only to Him. Aameen! 


SECTION II ^i3i jwMfi 

MERIT & BLESSINGS OF RAMADAN 

0 ail ^JS li} dll 4ih jpj J3 J3 Sj^jd & ovu-m.) 

j >4-)b Cjljil j 0^*1 SjJP'j (JaJoLIJI OJL aJ» ^ < j -ca 5 


1 Bukhari 1904, Muslim # 164-1151, Tirmidhi # 714, Nasai'i # 2215, Ibn Majah # 1638, Darimi # 1770, 
Musnad Ahmad 2/266. 
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1960. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "On the first night of Ramadan, the devils and the defiant jinns are shackled, 
the gates of hell are shut, not one of them being opened, and the gates of paradise 
are opened, not one of them being locked. An announcer proclaims. "O seeker of 
good, step forward and O hankerer after evil desist, because Allah frees from Fire 
(many who are consigned to it. You, too, could be one of those). This (proclamation) 
is made every night (of Ramadan)." 1 

1961. (Also) from an unknown man (as above). 2 

COMMENTARY: When the devils are put in shackles, they cannot tempt the people who 
fast. However, there are some wretched ones who are incorrigible. It is their innate nature 
to sin and be disobedient, and they continue in their ways. 

Those who need, earn reward. Even a simple good deed conveys them to high stations. The 
evildoers are called upon to desist and repent. This is an opportune moment to pray and 
seek forgiveness. 


SECTION III 




dll jLj dji Ja jlii jj_:j ji j(S yio£.ovu) 
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1962. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j u* & JL* said, 
"The blessed month of Ramadan is upon you Allah has prescribed for you its fasts. 
The gates of heaven are opened in it and the gates of hell are shut in it. The defiant 
devils are fettered in it. There is in it a night of Allah that is better than one 
thousand months. If any one is deprived of its good then he is indeed dispossessed 
of every thing." 3 

COMMENTARY: Mulla Ali Qari j said that only those devils are chained in Ramadan 
who are defiant. Thus, one reason for those who continue to commit sin is that the 
unchained devils make mischief by tempting the wretched people of whom the 
commentary on the previous hadith (# 1960/1) speaks. However, this contention of Mulla 
Ali Qari is debatable in the light of the first hadith (# 1956) of this chapter which save, ^nat 
(all) devils are fettered in Ramadan. 

Mawlana Shah Muhammad Ishaq Dahlawi M said that the defiant dev ils are chained 
and it concerns specific people while the putting of all devils in shackles pertains to other 
specific people. The defiant devils are prevented from tempting the grave sinners, so they 
'fall into minor sins now and then. As for the devils, on the whole, they are prevented from 
tempting the righteous people. They abstain from grave sins but if they happen to commit 
a sin, they make haste to repent. 


1 Tirmidhi # 682, Nasai'i # 2094, Ibn Majah # 1642, Musnad Ahmad # 4-311 (Bukhari # 1898, Muslim 
# 1079). 

2 Musnad Ahmad 4-312. 

3 Nasai'i # 2106, Musnad Ahmad 2-230/ 
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There is yet another explanation. Apart from the devils, man commits some sins on the 
instigation of his own soul. Hence, while people are safe from the promptings of the devils, 
they continue to succumb to the desires of their own souls, even in Ramadan. 

As for the laylatul qadr, the least one could do is offer the salah of isha and of fajr with the 
congregation. If he does that, he will get some portion of the blessings of this night. 

To be dispossessed of everything actually implies 'to be deprived of perfect reward/ 

FAST WILL INTERCEDE 


t g i 




»< * iJ4£<5£i (mr) 

Is ^ i j f JjJjj 4^9 L> CL>J Jkj&S 


1963. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(iJLij said, "Fasting and the Quran will intercede for the slave (of Allah). Fasting will 
say. 'O my Lord, I kept him away from his food and his desires by day, so accept my 
intercession for him/ The Quran will say. T kept him away from sleep in the night. 
Do accept my intercession for him/ Their intercession shall be accepted." 


BEING DEPRIVED OF LAYLATUL QADR 

ljub ^ j l q <L)I (Jjlis ^ ♦ j La>s_5 (J-a-5 (Jts Ls qa (j~*l ) 

Vl UbjLi. Vj k]6 jjH-1 SjL$ {&(j* (will (j* AJjJ 


1964. Sayyiduna Anas ibn Maalik M narrated that when Ramadan began, 
Allah's Messenger (jL-jUpa jl* said "Surely, this month has come to you. There is in 
it a night better than one thousand months. He who is denied it is denied all good. 
However, it is only the wretched, unfortunate who are denied it." 1 
COMMENTARY: The hadith emphasizes that full advantage must be taken of the mouth of 
Ramadan by worshipping Allah day and night. 


MONTH OF BLESSINGS 

(Qjhj iill -ill jl! tegliil <' r '°> 

a &i Jftf jg v_«ST Oi Sid & J.£hz'uj, Uii 15 
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1 Ibn Majah It 1644. 
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1965. Sayyiduna Salman Farisi ^ in ^>j narrated that on the last day of Sha'bait, 
Allah's Messenger ^delivered to them a sermon in which he said, "A great 
month is coming to you, O people. It is a blessed month. It has a night that is better 
than one thousand months. Allah has prescribed thousand months. Allah has 
prescribed fasting during the month as fard (compulsory ), and worship in its nights 
as an optional worship. If anyone engages in worship (in a supererogatory effort) 
during the month with some deeds to draw near Allah, then it will be equivalent to 
the discharge by him of the fard (compulsory) acts in any other month. If anyone 
discharges an obligatory act {fard (compulsory)) in this month then he will be 
though one who has performed seventy fard (compulsory) in any other month. It is 
the month of patience and the reward of patience is paradise (for, he abstains from 
food and drink and passionate desires). It is a month of sympathy and compassion 
(so attend to the poor and needy). It is the month in which the provision of a (rich or 
poor) believer is increased. If someone gives (from his lawful earnings) iftar to one 
who is fasting in this month, then this deed will get him forgiveness of his sins and 
put him away from hell and he will get a reward like the reward of the one who is 
fasting without his reward being decreased in any way." They (the sahabah) 
said, "O Messenger of Allah, all of us cannot find something to serve as iftar to the 
fasting one." He said, "Allah grants this reward to him who gives iftar to one who 
fasts with some dilate milk or a date or some water to break his fast. If anyone feed 
the fasting one to the point of satiation, then Allah will give him to drink from my 
pond (kawthar) such that he will not feel thirst (after that) till he enters paradise. 
And, the month of Ramadan is one whose beginning is mercy. Who middle is 
forgiveness and whose conclusion is deliverance from hell (for believers only). If 
during this month, anyone makes light the burden of his slave, then Allah will 
forgive him and deliver him from hell/ 1 

COMMENTARY: Optional worship in the nights of Ramadan include the tarawih etc. If 
anyone does not engage in them then he deprives himself of reward arid is liable to 
punishment. This does not mean that the scilah of tarawih is optional or supererogatory, for 
it is sunnah (Practice of Prophet ,*L.j *4* jl<>) muwakadah. According to a hadith in Abu 
Dawud when the moon of Ramadan was sighted. Prophet Muhammad ^ } *J* JL* 
commanded (Sayyiduna) Bilal to announce that the tarawih should be offered and 

fasting be observed. 

After drinking the water of al-Kawthar, one would not feel thirsty till he enter paradise. 
Then, of course, no thirst will be experienced in paradise at all. It is as Allah says( 20:118): 


1 Bayhaqi Sha'ab ul Eeman # 1-3608. 
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{You shall not thirst therein} 

That mean the man will never feel thirsty. 

CAPTIVE RELEASED 

JXs l5l Sill jll ojfljfi. d^l c£j 0^^) 


0 0 

1966. Sayyiduna lbn Abbas t^k^j narrated that with the advent of the month of 
Ramadan, Allah messenger set free every captive (or prisoner), and gave 

(something) to every beggar. 1 

COMMENTARY: The prisoners could have been imprisoned for violation of Allah's rights 
or for rights of fellow men. The Prophet Muhammad got the permission of the 

concerned men to released the latter kind. Or, he only released these prisoners who were 
taken for violation of his own rights. Generous he was always, and in Ramadan, his 
generosity knew no bounds. 

PARADISE ADORNED 


J\j 06 sl^l jla >Lf ill J* ^31 0 V\v) 

a1L\ t|jj Cj6 c4a 6-2 Jjl bU (^jlS JicJjil 
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1967. Sayyiduna lbn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad gjL.jUp.5ii JL> 

said "Surely paradise is adorned for Ramadan from the beginning of the year till 
the year that follows. When it is the first day of Ramadan, a wind blows under the 
• throne from the leaves of paradise on the large eyed maidens. They say 'O Lord! 
Cause for us husbands from among your servants t hat we should be happy with 
them and they should be happy with us." 2 

COMMENTARY: The beginning of the year could mean Muharram the first month of the year, 
or Shawwal the month following Ramadan. In short, its blessing last all through the year. 

The Prophet Muhammad gJL <yMkj u> said elsewhere that against each day that a man fasts, he 
is given a large eyed maidan in paradise in huge canopies of pearl. This is as Allah's words 


{Houris will guarded in pavilions} (155:72) 
PARDONED ON THE LAST NIGHT 



1 Bayhaqi # 3629. 

2 Bayhaqi Shu'ab ul Eeman # 3653. 
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1968. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
said that the members of his ummah are forgiven on the last night of Ramadan. 
Someone asked him if that was the laylatul qadr. He said, "No Rather, the worker is 
paid his remuneration in full when he finishes the work (assigned to him)." 1 
COMMENTARY: The pardon will follow obedience to Allah's command to fast and this 
great obligation is discharged. The initial words are not the Prophet Muhammad's 
own but Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah has quoted him in indirect speech. 


CHAPTER - II 

SIGHTING THE NEW MOON Ii?jjO l? 

SECTION I 

BEGIN& END FASTING WITH THE NEW MOON 


ijjUi vj vw ) 
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1969. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Do not begin to fast (for Ramadan on the 30 th Sha'ban ) unless you see the new 
moon and do not end fasting till you see it (for the eed). If the sky is cloudy over 
you (or invisible for some reason) then make a surmise whether it should appear." 
According to another version: "The month is of thirty days. So do not began to fast 
till you see it. If the sky is cloudy over you. Complete the number thirty (of the 
month before beginning to fast or to end fasting)." 2 
COMMENTARY: If the new moon is not sighted or no testimony is receiged for it on the 
twenty ninth then do not begin or end fasting. 

A month can be a twenty-nine nights, so efforts should be made to see the new moon on 
this night. The ulama (Scholars) say that it is wajib Kifayah (adequate obligation) on the 
people to try to see the new moon for Ramadan on the 29 th of Sha'ban. 




1970. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated fhat Allah's Messenger (JU 

said, "Begin to fast when you see it (the new moon) and cease to fa^t when you see 
it, but if the whether is cloudy then complete the number of Sha'ban as’ thirty days, 
(And m?ke Ramadan in the same way.)" 3 


1 Musnad Ahmad 2-292 

2 Bukhari # 1906, Muslim # 3-1080, Abu Dawud # 2320. Tirmidhi # 684, Nasai'i # 2121, Ibn 
Manhl654, Darimi # 1684, Muwattta Maalik # 2 (Siyam) 

3 Bukhari # 1909, Muslim # 18-1081, Nasai'i # 2l24, Darimi # 1685, Musnad Ahmad 5-42. 
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DO NOT PREDICT APPEARANCE O F MOON THROUGH ASTRONOMY 


Vj fells! dljLji&lhl jpj jls y*j ( ' w > 
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1971. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (►UjoJb-SflJU said. 


"We (the Arabs) are an unlettered ummah and can neither write nor count. The 
month is this much and this much (closing his first twice and opening them). And 
the third time (he closed his fists and opened nine fingers and) he kept the thumb 
tucked in then he said, "The month is this much, this much and this much." 
(meaning thirty days not tucking in the thumb at all). He meant that the month is 
twenty nine days sometimes and thirty days sometimes. 1 
COMMENTARY: The hadith means to say that it is not for us to follow the calculations 
of astronomy. Also, such computation is not reliable. We only go by the actual sighting 
of the moon. If it is confirmed according to the rules of Shari'ah (divine law), fasting 
should begin or end. 


MONTH OF RAMADAN & DHUL HIJJAH 

& Ijii jLj n&Ai i i&i jjjj jt! jtS $ cj-i owr) 


(<Uc jij 

1972. Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Both the months of eed, Ramadan and Dhul Hijjah, are never faulty." 2 
COMMENTARY: Even if a month is of twenty nine days, it is not faulty in the sense that it will 
bring a lesser reward or attract incomplete command (in relation to months of thirty days) 


DO NOT FAST BEFORE RAMADAN BY A COUPLE OF DAYS 




& Ji-ii jts Jtf feu* yidtj (VW) 
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1973. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrali narrated that Allah's Messenger plujUf&jL* 

said, "NO one of you must fast just before Ramadan by a day or two. But, if he is 
accustomed to fast (on that day) then he may fast on that day." 3 
COMMENTARY: If anyone is used to fast on a certain day and that day happens to 
coincide with 29 th or 30 ,h Sha’ban, then he is not precluded from fasting on this date. 

The prohibition to fast a day or two ahead of Ramadan is to avoid combining the optional 
with thd obligatory and assuming a resemblance to the people of the Book who were 
accustomed to optional fasting before the prescribed fasting. This prohibition is actually 
makruh (detested) according to Mazhar. j 


1 Bukhari # 1913, Muslim # 15-1080, Abu Dawud # 2319, Nasai'i # 2141, Musnad Ahmad 2-122. 

2 Bukhari # 1912, Muslim # 31-1089, Abu Dawud # 3323, Tirmidhi # 692, Ibn Majah # 1659, Musnad 
Ahmad 5-38. 

3 Bukhari # 1914, Musilm # 21-1082> Abu Dawud # 2335, Tirmidhi # 685, Nasai'i # 2130, Ibn Majah # 
1650, Darimi # 1689, Musnad Ahmad 2-521. 
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SECTION II 

PROHIBITION TO FAST DURING LAST HALF OF SHA'BAN 

,1. JJ) -Iji jJ&At iSljLsj&&1 ^iii Jjjlj jl! jll^ 0W) 


1974. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allans Messenger Jup 

said, "when half of the month of Sha'batt is over, cease to fast." 1 
COMMENTARY: No fast apart from the redeeming fast or any other zvajib (obligatory) fast 
must be kept during the last half of Shaban. This prohibition is of the kind nahi tanzihi and its 
objective is to facilitate the ummh who may otherwise find weakness in Ramadan. Those 
people who are strong are not disallowed to fast during these days. Similarly it is mustahab 
(desirable) not to fast on the day of Arafah to preserve energy for other forms of worship. 

REMEMBER DAYS OF SHABAN 

jii (ji! sji y > i !Aj ^ Y0 ^ 



oIjj) 

1975. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger fjUjAjpiiju* 

said, "Count the (day of) the month of Sha'batt from the new moon for Ramadan." 2 


THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD FASTED IN SHA'BAN 



(■S_a*U Cri lj Ij i_£.La^£1 lj o Ijj) _ ^ < j UlZ j % 

1976. Sayyidah Umm Salamah narrated that she had not seen the Prophet 

Muhammad fast two months consecutively except Sha'batt and Ramadan. 3 4 

COMMENTARY: This hadith will be explained in the chapter VII about voluntary fast 
against hadith # 2036, etc, insha Allah. 

FASTING WHEN IN DOUBT 
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1977. Sayyiduna Ammar ibn Yasir said, that if any one fasts on the day of which 
he is unsure (whether it is l 9t Ramadan or not) then he has disobeyed Abu Al- 
QasinyL* 

COMMENTARY: The Yawm ash-shak (the day on which it is doubtful) is after the thirtieth 
night of Sha'ban on completing twenty nine days. The moon is not sighted but there is a 


1 Abu Dawud # 22327, Tirmidhi # 738, Ibn Majah # 651, Darimi # 1240. 

2 Tirmidhi # 687. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2336, Tirmidhi # 231, Nasai'i # 2175, Ibm Majah # 1648. 

4 Tirmidhi # 686, Abu Dawud # 2334, Nasai'i # 2188, Ibn Majah # 1645, Darimi # 1682, Also: Bukhari 
chapter 11 (Bade of Fasting) heading prior to hadith # 1906. 
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testimony from the person that is rejected, or from two sinners and that is not accepted. So, 
the day following will be 30 th Sha'ban a day called Yaum ush shak, because it is unsure 
whether the day belongs to Sha'ban or is the 1 st Ramadan. The night preceding had a cloudy 
whether if the sky had been clear and the moon had not been sight then the 30 th Sha'ban 
would not have been a yawum ush shak (the day on which it is doubtful) 

The hadith says that it is rnakruh (unbecoming) to fast for Ramadan or any wajib (obligatory) 
on the yaum ush shak. There is, however, scope to keep an optional fast. For instance, if 
anyone has been fasting from the first of Sha'ban, he may fast on this day too Or if this day 
coincides with the day on which a person is accustomed to fast, then it is better for him to 
fast on it. It is also better for one who is used to fast on the last three days of Sha'ban. In all 
other cases, besides these, the distinguished (learned) may fast on this day forming an 
intention to observe an optional fast but he masses should not take any food to drink till 
middy (or noon) and wait for any acceptable testimony of the sighting of the moon. If none 
is forthcoming then they partake of food and drink: This was the practice of Sayyiduna Ibn 
Umar and other sahabah > 

As for the intention formed on the day (when it is uncertain whether Ramadan has begun 
or not), the person who is not accustomed to fast on this day (and he is among the 
distinguished).should say; 'I form an intention to observe an optional fast/ but he should 
not contemplate to regard it as a fast of Ramadan if the moon should be sighted. This kind 
of an intention is makruh (unbecoming ); Tf it is Ramadan then this fast will be considered to 
be of Ramadan otherwise it will be an optional or a zuajib (obligatory) (specifying the kind 
of) fast. However, if anyone forms such an intention and it is established that Ramadan has 
begun, his fast will be regarded as of Ramadan. 

As against this, if anyone forms an intention while fasting; 'If today, it is Ramadan then this 
is my fast but if this day is not Ramadan then this is not my fast.' Then he will not have fast 
then he will not have fasted neither an optional fast nor a fast of Ramadan even if it is 
established that the month of Ramadan had begun. 

TESTIMONY OF NEW MOON 


$l» £45 jityi dJj oj J&j&j & iiil Ja £i)i rtf jii OS&- 0\c£s (WA) 


1978. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ** & j narrated that a villager came to the Prophet 
Muhammad ^*>^ 1 JL* and testified that he had seen the new moon, meaning the 
new moon of Ramadan. So, he asked him, "Do you testify that there is no God but 
Allah?" He said, "Yes!" He asked again, "Do you testify that Muhammad is Allah's 
Messenger?" He said. Yes!" He said, "O Bilal, announce to the people that they 
should fast tomorrow. 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith is evidence that if a person is a known sinner and immodest 
then his testimony about sighting the moon of Ramadan will not be reliable and will be 
unacceptable. Also, it is not a pre-requisite to use the word 'testimony' when bearing 


1 Abu Dawud # 2340, Tirmidhi # 691, Nasai'i # 2113, Ibn Majah # 1652, Darimi # 1692, 2-9, Musnad 
Ahmad. 
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witness to the sighting of the moon. 

Moreover, the testimony of only one person is acceptable for the sighting of the moon 
of Ramadan. The hanafis follow this procedure. However, this applies when the 
weather is cloudy. 

If the sky is overcast on the night following 29 th Ramadan, the testimony for the new moon 
for eed will be acceptable only from two men, or one man and two women who are just 
and free, and it will be binding to use the word 'testimony'. Besides, the conditions of 
testimony change according to the situation and when the sky is clear then a group of 
people will have to bear witness. 


jLiiiSjb&jLijifcrfM ySifji &jS Jijiltft (J-j MW) 


1979. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that the people were assembled to 

observed the new iftoon. He informed Allah's Messenger that he had 

seen it, so he fasted and instructed the people to fast. 1 * 


SECTION III 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD COUNTED THE DAYS OF SHABAN 

CAREFULLY 
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1980. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUaA iju used to 

count the days of Sha'bait very carefully, such as he did not do for other months. 
Then on sighting the new moon of Ramadan, he fasted, if the sky was overcast (and 
the moon was not seen). He counted thirty days and fasted. 2 
COMMENTARY: It was the Prophet Muhammad's practice that he was very 

careful in Sha'batt whose days he counted meticulously to avoid any confusion about the 
moon of Ramadan. He was not as attentive to days of any other month because the other 
months had not any duty associated with them except the month of Hajj (pilgrimage) but that 
is singular in that all people are not affected by it and it is not fard (compulsory) every year. 


FASTING AFTER SEEING THE MOON 
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1 Abu Dawud # 2342, Darimi # 1691. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2325, Musnad Ahmad 6-149. 



263 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


^ • j t. (J (Jtfl 0^1 (Jj,^LLj lii-ijts t|^r ol jj 


(^J_*<>Ijj) JjjLlI Ijiji'U j.S^ ( ^l> s j^Ll^J^ojusTil JUSsiJI 


1981. Sayyiduna Abdul Bukhari & *+*j said that they set out to perform the umrah 
(from Kufah) and stopped at Makhlah. There, they assembled to see the new moon. 
Some of them said that it was three nights old and some said that it was two nights 
old. When they met (Sayyiduna) Ibn Abbas -up-i'^j they told him what the people 
thought. He asked, "When had you seen the new moon?" They told him that they 
had seen it on such and such a night. He said, "Allah's Messenger (d - 3 Up & 
determined Ramadan according to the time it was sight you saw it." 

According to another version: They saw the new moon of Ramadan when they w ere 
at Dahat Irq (near Nakhah) They sent a man to Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -up-ii^j to ask 
him how old the moon was (because they had differed among themselves about it). 
He said that Allah's Messenger Up m JL* had said, "Allah, the Exalted, has 
extended the limit of Sha'batt till the new moon of Ramadan is sighted. So, if the 
sky is overcast (on the 29 th ) complete the number of days (of Sha'batt to thirty and 
begin to fast thereafter)" 1 

COMMENTARY: The advent of Ramadan depends on the sighting of the moon. If it seems 
large that makes no difference. Rather, it is said that if the moon is large on the night it is to 
appear then that is a portent of the Last Day. There are some rulings about seeing the moon. 

If the moon is sighted on 30 th sha'batt during the day before zawwal or after it then it must 
be regarded as the moon of the night to follow. Hence, neither it signifies the beginning of 
Ramadan on the day, not it calls for fasting to be observed on that day. Similarly, if moon is 
sighted during the day on 30 th Ramadan, neither will people break their fast and cease 
fasting nor will the day be regarded as the day of eed. It is zvajib (obligatory) ul kifayah to 
look for the moon on the 30 th night of Sha'ban when the date was 29 th in the day. 

If moon is sighted (of Ramadan) at one place, then the people of all places around will have 
to fast in the morning (following the night) as zvajib (obligatory), and differences in weather 
will not be considered. Imam Abu Hanifah follows this ruling, but Imam ShafiT (RH() 
and Imam Ahmad j consider the differences in weather in the different places, and they 
hold that if people of a city sight the moon that is not enough for people of another city. 

A person who has sighted the moon of Ramadan but this testimony is not accepted, is 
himself bound to fast according to his own sighting. If he does not fast, then he will 
have to redeem it. 


1 Muslim # 30-1088. 
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CHAPTER - III 

VARIOUS ISSUES CONCERNING FASTING O 

SECTION I j/'iijjjali 

1982. Sayyiduna Anas k* <3* narrated that Allah's Messenger ist J~e said, 

"Have the pre-dawn meal, for, there is a blessing a having suhur (pre-down meal 
before commencing fast)." 1 

COMMENTARY: Something must be eaten before fasting at the time of sahr. According to a 
hadith: "Have the pre-dawn meal even if it is a sip of water." This command is not zoajib 
(obligatory) but mustdhab (desirable) to obey sahr is the last portion of the night, sahur is a noun 
and means food at sahar and suhur is a verbal norm meaning 'to eat at the time of sahar.' 
There is blessing in it because it is a sunnah (Practice of Prophet l>) to have the pre¬ 
down meal. To abide by the sunnah (Practice of Prophet fetches a great reward 

apart from providing energy to fast. 

SUHUR DISTINGUISHES THE FAITHFUL FROM THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK 

ULo( jfcU (J-*a915) JiJJo (Jb u^j 

1983. Sayyiduna Amr ibn al-Aas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

difference between our fasting and the fasting of the people of the Book (Jews and 
Christians) is the eating of sahr (by us)." 2 

COMMENTARY: In early Islam, it was forbidden to eat in the night after having gone to 
sleep just as the people of the Book were forbidden. Later, it was permitted to eat in the night. 

HASTENING TO BREAK FAST AT ITS LAWFUL TIME 

(.oe^XJlSjJi i \dU &</(!)! Jijs tfjLy d&’h jlS Its <v ' At > 

0 0 

1984. Sayyiduna Sahl narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

people will not cease to be in a good condition till they are quick to break the fast." 3 

COMMENTARY: To be quick to break the fast is to not delay to break it just as the sun sets 
(when it is lawful to break the fast) the sign of it in the cities is that darkness spreads high 
on the eastern horizon from where dawn arises but it is not necessary that darkness covers 
the centre of the sky. 

Hastening to break the fast at sunset also distinguishes us from the people of the Book. 
They wait for the stars to rise high. Among the Muslims, the Rawafid do this. Hence, 
hastening to break the fast contradicts them, too. 


1 Bukhari # 1923, Muslim # 45-1095, Tirmidhi # 708, Nasai'i # 2144, Ibn Majah # 1692, Darimi # 1696, 
Musnad Ahmad 3-99. 

2 Muslim # 46-1096, Tirmidhi # 708, Nasai'i # 2166, Darimi # 1697. 

3 Bukhari # 1957, Muslim # 48-1098, Ibn Majah # 1697, Muwatta Maalik 18.3-6, Musnad Ahmad # 
22868. 
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According to sahih ahadith, it is a sunnah (Practice of Prophet pL> 3 AJ#k to have the iftar 
(break fast) before the salah of maghrib. 

THE TIME OF IFTAR 




1985. Sayyiduna Umar -up i»i narrated that Allah's Messenger -an said, 

"When the night comes from here (meaning the east which is covered with 
darkness) and the day departs from there (the west) and the sun sets (completely), 
the fasting one has his iftar." 1 

COMMENTARY: The fasting one is said to have has iftar even though he may not have had 
anything to eat or drink. Or, he has come to the time to break it. Or, he must break his fast 
at this time. These are three possible meanings of the concluding words. 

FASTING WITHOUT BREAK 


(4j£ (3A- A )£gxiZ3j (JJ £pi.nLaj CJbl ^1(1^ All I J jJ,J b \jj CJjj. 


1986. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

disallowed them to fast without observing a break. So, someone submitted to him, 
"But, you do fast without break, O Messenger of Allah." He asked, 'which of you is 
like me? 1 am given to eat and drink during the night." 2 
COMMENTARY: This kind of fasting is called al-wisal. It is to fast without break for two 
days or more. It is not allowed because it causes weakness and one cannot devote fully to 
other kinds of worship. The ulama (Scholars) disagree on whether it is forbidden, allowed 
or makruh (unbecoming) to the people other than the Prophet Muhammad Some 

of them say that it is allowed and the Prophet Muhammad ^jUs-kj^ advised the people 
against it only out of mercy and kindness for them and they cite the hadith of Sayyidah 
Ayshah that the Prophet Muhammad ^j <4* k JL* disallowed wisal only out of 

compassion for the people. It is reported that some sahabah (Prophet's companions) k^j 
(►4*like Adullah ibn Zubayr *itk lS i> : and some tabiun k^j like Ibn Mumar ^k^j, Aamir 
ibn Abdullah ibn Zubayr ku^j, Ibrahim Tayuri k*±*j, did fast without break. But most 
ulama (Scholars) say that it is disallowed. Imam Abu Hanifah k .Imam Maalik ku* : 
and Imam Shafi k*^-j classify it as makruh (unbecoming), but they differ on whether it is 
makru tahrimi or makruh (unbecoming) tanzihi (detested for purigation). The majority of the 
ulama (Scholars) say that it was specific with the Prophet Muhammad and the 

hadith also says so. The Sufis who engaged in deep devotion and imposed restrictions on 
themselves drank a handful of water after each fast so that should not be the ones to keep 
fast without break. 


1 Bukhari # 1954, Muslim # 51-1100, Abu Dawud # 2351, Tirmidhi # 698, Darimi # 1700. 

2 Bukhari # 1961, Muslim # 57-103, Abu Dawud # 2361, Darimi # 1703, Muwatta Maalik # 39 (Siyam), 
Musnad Ahmad 6.258. 
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The Prophet Muhammad said that he was fed food and drink. This was not 

actual food and drink. He was free of this need. 


SECTION H j-bft 

WHEN TO FORM AN INTENTION TO FAST 

JLj &iiil jj-iJ jlldjlllik & 0 W) 

<S$lj J Jc itilj 5j|s jdj 5jl5 jilj 

1987. Sayyidah Hafsah vs-k^) narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

any one does not form an intention before dawn to fast (that day) then he has not 
fasted (perfectly). 1 

Abu Dawud said that Ma'mar Zubaydi Ibn Uyaynah and Yunus Ayliy narrated. It 
from zuhri tracing it only up to Sayyidah Hafsah. 

COMMENTARY: Imam Maalik holds that the intention should be formed as the hadith 
says in the night whatever the kind of fast. While Imam ShafiT and Imam Ahmad say 
the same thing for fard (compulsory) fasts, Imam Ahmad k^ : said, that the intention for 
optional fasts maybe formed up to zawal of that day and Imam ShafiT. said that it can 

be formed up to before sunset that day. 

The Hanafis say that the intention for fasts of Ramadan, optional nature or against vows 
may be formed upto before zawwal but for redeeming fasts it should be formed in the 
night (before beginning the fast). 

THE LAST TIME FOR MEAL BEFORE DAWN (SUHUR) 

siipi m & iiii Ja jjji S j^> jil jtl of o < ' M > 




1988. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said. If any of you hears the adhan and has a vessel in his h and t hen he should not 

put it down till he finishes his need from it (of drinking or eating)." 

COMMENTARY: If anyone is having his pre-dawn meal and the adhan for fajr is called 
then simply on that basis he must not stop his intake, provided he is certain that dawn has 
not begun and there still is time for suhur. But, if dawn has commenced then the time for 
suhur is over and he must cease to eat and drink. 

Ibn Maalik said that if one does not known that dawn has begun then he must not 
stop eating and drinking, but if he known, or has doubts, that down has risen then he must 
give up food and drink. 

Some authorities say that the hadith refers to the adhan of maghrib. This would imply that 
though it is masnun to abandon eating and drinking on hearing t he adhan, yet if anyone 
hears the adhan of maghrib at the time *of iftar then he must finish what he is eating or 


1 Abu Dawud # 22454, Tirmidhi # 730, Nasai'i # 2393, DArimi # 1698, Maalik Muwatta# 5 (Siyan), 
Musnad Ahmad 6-287. 
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drinking and then go for the salah of maghrib. 


WHEN THE TIME IS UP BE QUICK TO BREAK FAST 


1 «ijj) - I 

1989. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 'J** 

said that Allah, the exalted, says, "The dearest of My slaves to Me is he who is 
quick to break fast (when it is time for it)/' 1 

IFTAR WITH DATE & WATER 


iijl jAjijt jj4J jll <"■'•> 


sju &«i)i s\jj 6 u 

1990. Sayyiduna Salman ibn Aamir 4*#^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 

n-L-j said, "When any of you breaks his fast, he should break it with dates because 

they are a means of blessing, but if he does not find any date, then he should break 

his fast with water because it is purifying." 2 

The words 'O means of purifying are found only in Tirmidhi. 

COMMENTARY: The instruction to break fast with dates or water is a recommendation of 
the category of mustdhab (desirable). The wisdom behind breaking fast with a date is that an 
empty stomach accepts something sweet like a date readily and it digests it. It also 
invigorates the system quickly particularly the eye sight. Moreover, the Arabs found a 
sweet dish mostly in dates, they were more accustomed to it. As for water, it is a good 
purifying agent both inwardly and out wardly. 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S IFTAR 


1 ij I j 4JL U 1 J 



Jj olil 5 j ssJ J&J $$£ U*J ^ 

(Jllj Sj\S J$\J oljj ^ • j li CjljJ^i .9 0I1I9J u -^5 

vl />JJw I ju£k I 


1991. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger ,*L.j4>-aused to 

break his fast, before offering the salah (of maghrib), with some fresh dates. If there 
were not any fresh dates, then dry dates. If there were no dry dates, then he drank 
some (say three) sips of water. 3 

COMMENTARY: According to a hadith of Abu Ya'la the Prophet Muhammad toj** 
liked to break his fast with three dates or any such thing as was not cooked on fire. 

It is wrong on the part of some people to say that residents of Makkah must break their fast 


1 Tirmidhi # 700, Musnad Ahmad 2-329. 

2 Tirmidhi # 658, Musnad Ahmad 4-17, Abu Dawud # 2355, Ibn Majah # 1699, Darimi # 1701. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2356, Tirmidhi # 696, Musnad Ahmad 3-164. 
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with the water of zamzam before taking dates. Not only is this not masnun, it is also contrary 
to summit (Practice of Prophet because the Prophet Muhammad stayed 

in Makkah for many days after the conquest of Makkah, but he did no such thing. 

SERVING MEAL TO ONE WHO FASTS 




1992. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Khalid narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone serves jftar to one who is fasting or he equips a warrior then he 

earns a reward like theirs." 1 


MERIT OF IFTAR 

dS!A I s-ii3ljuijl jilaal lil jd^J <££ &! ^31 ^6 jll jxi ^1 0 w > 


(jjl o(_jj)£UI fXjti ^ • j l >-^Vl lL^jJ 

1993. Sayyiduana Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad Ju> 

used to say on breaking his fast, "Thirst is quenched, the arteries are moist and 
reward is assured, insha Allah." 2 

COMMENTARY: The ummah is told through this saying that worship requires a little 
effort, but fetches abundant eternal reward. 


l > > 


PRAYER AT IFTAR 

S&\ jiS jJs»T lij $\ >x>) jii §>j y* :Ui 0 vu) 




1994. Sayyiduna Mu'adh ibn Zuhrah narrated that when the Prophet 

Muhammad (JL.jUc-inju. broke his fast he prayed: 




(O Allah, for you did I fast and with your sustenance have I broken my fast). 3 

COMMENTARY: Generally the words: 


J6jj i£j dipj i«Lwal cJjj 


(and in you do I believe and on you do I rely), 
are added after (for you did I fast). Though they are not known through any 

hadith, yet they are correct as for as their meaning is concerned. 

Ibn Majah has reported a hadith that whatever supplication is made at the time of 
iftar by one who fasts is not rejected, but is granted (Hadith # 1752) 

The Prophet Muhammad ^is known to have made these prayers to at the time of iftar: 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman, Sharh us Sunan, Musnad Ahmed 4-114. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2357. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2358 in a Mursal form. 
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(O the generous with favour, forgive one). And 


all 


Jj lL-Us gSfcf &jj) 

(Praise belongs to Allah who has helped, me, so I have fasted and gave me 
provision so I have broken my fast). 



SECTION III «LH8i jjkSK 

REWARD FOR HAVING IFTAR EARLY 

utiiii JU 634J1 josv .{Ly sic aisi J* *i)i jj45 jfi jil §£>£ 0 f ('«») 


cjlc^' oljj) 


tsjuiiij 5J4JI 


1995. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (A-jAJLe-ii^jLo 

said, "The religion (of Islam) will not cease to dominate as long as people are quick 
to break their fast because the Jews and Christians defer (doing it)." 1 
COMMENTARY: See the commentary on the hadith # 1984. To have iftar quickly 
distinguishes Muslims from the followers of false religions and demonstrates the 
supremacy and glory of the religion of Islam. However, to emulate these strayers is to 
cause loss to religion. Allah says about it (in verse 51 of surah al-Ma'idah): 


SoJj j £ Wj I Ij VIjJLsI I 


{O you who believe, take not the Jews and the Christians as friends. They are 
friends of each other. And whosoever among you takes them as his friends, he 
indeed is one of them} (5:51) 


(>S ^ A AjL.J Ja\ L» tJJj.9 Ul >i. < \ (Jls U^J ^ 

JL3££&}\ 

jjJiJ ^ li£* dJl! (>5 fcUll jU£&l U^T «iJls 


1996. Sayyiduna Abu Atiyah & narrated that he and Sayyiduna Masruq & 
visited Sayyidah Ayshah and said to her, "O Mother of the believers! Of 

two sahabah of Muhammad one hastens to have the iftar and to offer 

the salah while the other defers the iftar and the salah." She asked them, "Which of* 
the two hastens to have the iftar and to offer the salah?" They said, "Abdullah ibn 
Mas'ud She said, "This is how Allah's Messenger did." And the 

other one was Abu Musa j 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud was a great scholar and jurist. 


1 Abu Dawud # 3353, Ibn Majah # 1698, Musnad Ahmad 2-450. 

2 Muslim # 49-1099, Abu Dawud # 2354, Tirmidhi # 702, Nasai'i # 2141, Musnad Ahmad 6-48. 
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He abided by the sunnah (Practice of Prophet Sayyiduna Abu Musa win^was 

also a great prominent sahabi. He may have done as he did to show that it was allowed to 
do so, or he may have had some excuse for doing that. Or, perhaps he did it occasionally 
(for some reason) 

PREDAWN MEAL IS A BLESSING 


j LaJt J J^h\ (J| allc llJl 4lll (Jls ^ '^) 


(JU}\j &1 JLiil JUs 


1997. Sayyiduna Irbad ibn Sariyah **4)^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL-j invited him to a pre-dawn meal (suhur) in Ramadan, saying "Come to the 

blessed meal before dawn/' 1 


(^1 jAjij' jjiJ jti 0 w) 


1998. Sayyidima Abu Hurayrah **4*^*) narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL*j4 s 1p^JL> 
said, "The best food for the believer for the suhur is a meal of dates." 2 


CHAPTER - IV 

KEEPING THE FAST PERFECT r jiJ Ij 

We shall mention in this chapter the things that make the fast invalid, and the things that 
take away the reward of fasts, and those that diminish their reward. Hence, it becomes 
necessary to refrain from all these things as have a bad effect on fasts. 

While those things that make the fast invalid will be mentioned against the ahadith in this 
chapter as they come, here all these issues have been brought together in the light of the 
reliable books of fiqh in detail to enable the readers to benefit from them. These are 
adapted from imdad ul fatah sharh Nurul fedah. This book is regarded as reliable by the 
Arabs and is used by them. The issues are arranged therein in a proper order. We have also 
referred to Durr ul Mukhtar for some rulings. 

WHAT DOES NOT INVALIDATE FAST 

• If any one does not remember that he is fasting and eats or drinks something or has 
sexual intercourse then his fast is not invalidated whether it is a fard (compulsory) or 
optional fast. 

• If anyone forgets and has sexual intercourse but remembers before finishing it then 
if he withdraws himself, his fast remain intact. If he does not withdraw but goes 
through the act, his fast becomes void, and he will have to redeem it but will not 
have to make an expiation. However, some authorities maintain that an expiation 
is not due only if the act is cut short before the climax or excitement of the body 
resulting in ejaculation (seminal discharge).If he retains the excitement, expiation 


1 Abu Dawud # 2344, Nanai'i # 2163. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2345. 
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will become due like when a man withdrawn his penis and inserts it again he will 
have to make an expiation. 

• If anyone engages in sexual intercourse intentionally before dawn and while he is 
engaged dawn rises, then he must cut it short immediately. If he not only does not 
withdraw but also goes through the excitement then he will have to make an 
expiation. If does not excite his body and also does not withdraw then only his fast 
will become invalid. 

• If anyone who is in the course of a sexual intercourse withdraws fearing the rise of 
dawn but experiences an ejaculation after rise of dawn though he had withdrawn 
then his fast will not be faulty. 

• If anyone is eating or drinking unintentionally then other people must remind him 
(that he is fasting) because it is makruh (unbecoming) not to remind him, provided 
he is strong enough to complete the fast. If he does not remember that he is fasting 
even after being told and continues to eat and drink then it is necessary for him to 
redeem the fast. However, if he is not strong enough to fast then it is better not to 
remind him that he is fasting. 

• If any one experiences ejaculation on looking at a woman's sexual organ then his 
fast is not invalidated. 

• If anyone commits an unnatural act with an animal and experiences an ejaculation, 
some ulama (Scholars) say that his fast becomes invalid while others hold that it 
does not become invalid. If there is no ejaculation, then all of them agree that his 
fast is not void merely because of the unnatural act. 

• If there is an ejaculation after self abuse (masturbation), the fast is invalidated and 
has to be redeemed but expiation is not necessary. It must be known that this dirty 
act (masturbation) is not lawful even in days other than Ramadan if the intention is 
to accomplish a sexual desire, but it is hoped that if the intention is merely to 
satisfy the sexual appetite (desire) then there is no resentment at that. This means 
that if anyone engages in this act simply to enjoy himself then it is absolutely 
unlawful for him, but if he is so restless that if he does not discharge semen he 
might be driven to adultery then masturbation might not make him a sinner, but 
resorting to it constantly is a sin. 

• If any one has an ejaculation after thinking of a woman then his fast is not invalidated. 

• If two women commit on unnatural act, their fast will not be void. But, if they have 
ejaculation the fast will be void and will have to be redeemed. 

• Applying oil does not invalidate the fast because if anything enters the body 
through the pores then it does not make a fast defective. It is like a person having a 
bath to cool himself. 

• If anyone applies collyrium then his fast remains intact even if there is some savour 
in the throat or its colour is apparent is the mucus or spit, because there is no passage 
between the eye and the brain. This is why tears are shed by the eye as though a 
heavy extract or sap or something. It is affirmed in the hadith of Sayyidah Ayshah 

that the Prophet Muhammad applied collyrium even when he 

fasted. Similarly if one applies eye drops or milk with oil in the eyes, the fast does not 
be void even if there is some bitter taste in the throat or even a sweet savour. 

• If anyone swallows something like a bread etc while it is tied to a string whose end 
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he holds in his hand, his fast will not be void unless it snaps from the string and 
drops into his belly. When it breaks off from the string and lodges in his belly, his 
fast is invalidated. 

• If anyone inserts a piece of wood or such other thing in his throat and holds the 
other end in his hand, then his fast will not be invalid. 

• If anyone inserts his finger in the anus, or a woman inserts it in the vagina, then the 
fast does not become void unless the finger is moist with water or oil in which case 
the fast will be invalidated. 

• Cupping or backbiting does not invalidate a fast though they cause reward to 
be reduced. 

• If anyone resolves to break his fast but eats or drinks nothing then his fast is 
not disturbed. 

• If smoke enters anyone's throat without his intention or choice then his fast does not 
become void because it is not possible to avoid it. Even if he shuts his mouth smoke 
will go through his nostrils. It is like the moistness that is retained in the mouth after 
rinsing it but does not harm the fast. However, if any one inhales smoke willfully in 
any manner then his fast will become void whatever the source of smoke, incense, 
aloe stick, etc. Thus, if anyone burns something fragrant and inhales its fames 
willfully knowing that he is fasting then his fast will become invalid because this is 
something that can be avoided. People often neglect this issue. They must exercise 
care and this cannot be compared to sniffing musk, rose and other fragrance. The 
sweet smelling smoke that is inhaled is very different..Fast is nullified even when 
smoke of a hookah (an oriental tobacco pipe) is inhaled because it is drawn in 
willfully and it satisfies a desire. Often, it is used as a medicine. 

• If sweet or tears go down the throat, the fast is not defected if a small quantity is 
involved. But if they are swallowed in a large quantity and they give a saline 
flavour in the mouth then the fast in voided. 

• Fast is not nullified by sniffing flowers, scent, etc. 

• If anyone grinds flour or pulverizes medicine and some powder or a fly enters his 
throat then his fast is not affected, even when he puts the medicine in small 
wrappings because it is difficult to avoid these things. 

• If anyone who fasts wakes up in a sexually defiled state, then his fast will not be 
void, even he remains in that condition all day or most of the day and does not 
have a purifying bath. However, he will deprive himself of reward for remaining 
in a defiled, impure state and not offering the salah (prayer) and not engaging in 
other forms of worship. 

• If anyone who is fasting inserts into his penis through the outlet medicine, oil or 
any object, or has them inserted, and they go up to the bladder too. Imam Abu 
Hanifah and Imam Muhammad j hold that his fast remains undisturbed, 
because nothing goes past the bladder. However, Imam Abu Yusuf j said that 
his fast becomes void. If these things do not reach the bladder then, according to all 
three of them, his fast remains intact. 

• If anyone sits in water which goes into his ears or he scratches his ear with a cotton 
swab and it draws wax which is visible and though he puts it in again and again, 
his fast will not be nullified. 
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• If any one draws back or swallows phlegm as most uncivilized people do, his fast 
will not be void. Similarly, if any draws back his saliva that has come down to his 
chin and hangs there, his fast will not be void but if it does not hang from his 
mouth yet he licks it back from the chin into the mouth, his fast will be void. 
Also, if a mouthful of phlegm is swallowed. Imam Abu Yusuf holds that his 
fast will be void, but Imam Abu Hanifah regards that it will not be void. 
Imam shaft's said that if he is able to spit phlegm etc. yet he swallows it, 
then his fast is void. 

• If one vomits involuntarily then his fast is not nullified howsoever much the 
vomit, a mouthful or more. Also if the involuntary vomit goes down the throat, 
the fast is not disturbed howsoever much it is. But, Imam Abu Yusuf said 
that the fast is void in this case. If he swallows mouthful of vomit deliberately 
then his fast is void in the sight of all the imams, but expiation will not be 
necessary. If one does not vomit a mouthful then the fast is not affected. If 
anyone vomits deliberately a mouthful then, according to unanimous opinion, 
the fast becomes void. If it is not a mouthful, the fast will not be void in the sight 
of Imam Abu Yusuf and this is a correct opinion, but Imam Muhammad 

said that even if it is not a mouthful. The fast will be void. If anyone vomits 
deliberately less than a mouthful and it is swallowed down involuntarily, the fast 
will not be void but if it is swallowed deliberately then, though there are two 
opinions, the correct is that the fast will not be void. 

• If any kind of food particles remains in the mouth on the teeth, for instance, 
overnight and is swallowed during the day, it does not invalidate the fast 
provided it is a tiny piece lesser than a gram and had not came out of the mouth 
before being swallowed. 

• If blood from teeth or from some portion of the mouth goes into the throat, the 
last will not be affected provided it does not go to the stomach directly without 
mixing with saliva and being less than that does not leave its taste in the throat. If 
blood goes into the stomach and is more than one's saliva or equal to it then the 
fast will be nullified. 

• If someone who is fasting puts into his mouth something as small as a speck and 
chews it and it spreads in his mouth, his fast is not voided provided he does not 
relish its taste in his mouth. If that thing does not spread in his mouth and its taste 
is felt in the throat, or he swallows in without chewing it and he does not even get 
its taste in his throat, his fast will be void. If it is among those things on which an 
expiation is necessary then he will have to make an expiation, otherwise it will be 
necessary to redeem the fast. 

THOSE THINGS THAT NULLIFY A FAST & MAKE EXPIATION & REDEEMING 

NECESSARY 

We must know first that if fast is invalidated, who is liable to make an expiation and when 
it becomes necessary. It becomes necessary when the person fasting is sensible and adult; 

• The fast concerns the month of Ramadan and is observed in Ramadan itself, meaning 
that expiation does not become necessary on the redeeming fasts of R madan, 

• He must have formed the intention (before dawn) in the night but if it was formed 
after dawn then expiation will not be necessary on breaking the fast before the 
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lawful time to end it; 

• Nothing should have happened after ending the fast before time as makes expiation 
necessary like onset of menses or lochia, and these will be explained later; 

• Nothing must have transpired even before ending the fast as does not make 
expiation legal or necessary like undertaking a journey on beginning which one 
may and his fast without being called upon to make an expiation unless if he ends 
his fast before setting on a journey. 

Hence, if all these conditions are found and one of the following nullifiers qt fast 
occurs then expiation and redeeming of fast will become necessary they are: 

• Having sexual intercourse of indulging in homosexuality in which cases both 
parties the perpetrator ad on whom it is perpetrated will be responsible to make 
expiation and to redeem the fast. 

• Eating or drinking whether as nourishment or medicine. The ulama (Scholars) 
define nourishment as food one desires to eat and the stomach's demand is 
satisfied, or what corrects the body, or what is eaten customarily. 

• Swallowing rain water, hail or snow, row meat, fat dried meat and wheat, but tiny 
grain of wheat inserted in the mouth where it spreads will not call for expiation. 

• Swallowing the spit of one's wife or beloved because it is a desire, but not spit of 
any one else in which case only the fast is invalidated, and expiation does not 
become necessary but fast will have to be redeemed. 

• Little quantity of salt calls for expiation but not large quantity. However, it is 
written in Khulasah and Bazariyah that the reliable and acceptable opinion^ that 
expiation become necessary whatever the quantity of salt eaten. 

• Expiation will not be called for on eating undissolved barley because raw barley is 
not eaten normally if it is dry. But if it is eaten from a fresh bunch even without 
dissolving it then expiation will be binding 

• Armenian bole if it is eaten customarily, but if it is not normally consumed 
expiation will not be necessary 

• According to a hadith jah M>) (backbiting nullifies fast). The ulama (Scholars) 
interpret it to mean that if one who fasts indulges in backbiting then he deprives 
himself of his reward. 

• However, if anyone backbites someone and afterwards deliberately eats food then 
he is liable to make an expiation whether he knew the hadith or not, knew the 
foregoing interpretation or not knew the jurist's edict that an expiation is liable, or 
does not know because, the hadith aside, it is contrary to deduction that fast is 
nullified after backbiting. 

• There is another hadith >ii) (The one who cups and the one who is 

cupped have nullified their fast). If one who fasts has himself cupped, he is likely 
to suffer weakness and may lose much blood, so might have to break his fast 
before time. The one who cups might swallow some drops of blood. Hence, the 
Prophet Muhammad *4* & stated so as a cautionary measure otherwise 
cupping does not nullify the fast. 

• If anyone cups or is cupped and is aware of this hadith so eats or drinks on the 
assumption that his fast is nullified then only if he is aware of the foregoing 
interpretation, he will have to make an expiation. It will also be liable on him if he 
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learns of jurist's edict that his fast is nullified on cupping or having oneself cupped, 
though the edict is against facts and the responsibility will rest on the jurists. If this 
person did not know the interpretation of the hadith then he will not be liable to 
make an expiation. The rulings for the previous hadith about backbiting and this one 
about cupping are different because in the former case it is contrary to reasoning that 
a fast should be nullified on backbiting and the ulama (Scholars) are unanimous 
about the ruling, while it is not contrary to reason that a fast might be nullified on 
cupping and moreover the ulama (Scholars) are not unanimous on its interpretation. 
Some like Imam Awza'I go by the literal meaning of the hadith. 

If a man is sensually excited and touches a woman, or kisses her, or sleeps with 
her, or acts in decently with her but there is no ejaculation, or he applies collyrium 
or has a vein burst or commits an unnatural at with an animal but has no 
ejaculatidn, or he inserts his finger in his back and assumes that his fast is nullified 
so deliberately eats and drinks something then an expiation will become necessary 
only when a jurist has ruled that in these cases the fast is nullified, though his edict 
will be erroneous. If the jurist does not issue an edict to the effect, expiation will 
not be necessary, because a fast is not invalidated by the aforementioned things. 
Expiation will be ivajib (obligatory) on a woman who while fasting has sexual 
intercourse willingly and with desire with a man who is compelled to have the 
sexual intercourse. The expiation will b e wajib (obligatory) only on the woman and 
not on the man. 

If a woman knows that dawn has risen but does not disclose it to her husband and 
persuades him to have sexual intercourse with her without his knowing that dawn has 
spread, then an expiation will be binding only on the woman and not on the man. 

WHEN EXPIATION IS WAIVED 

A woman deliberately ate food or had sexual intercourse willingly (while fasting, 
so expiation became due on her) but during the course of the day, she had her 
menses. So, the responsibility to make an expiation ceases from her. 

Someone fell ill or suffered a hardship due to which it is permitted not to fast and 
the illness or suffering is natural, so the expiation liable on him will be waived. 

The condition of that being natural is applied because he might have broken his 
fast deliberately and then wounded himself to by pass the expiation. Clearly, this 
kind of suffering is created by himself (and expiation will not be waived). 
However, the ulama (Scholars) are divided on this issue. Some agree that expiation 
will be waived while other say that it will stand and not be waived. Kamal says 
that the expiation will not be waived and this is correct opinion. 

It is stated in Jama ul Uloom that if anyone (fasting) exerts himself too much by 
walking along distance or toiling heavily so that he feels thirsty in an unbearable 
manner and he drinks water and breaks the fast, an expiation becomes necessary. 
Some schojars, however, say that expiation need not be made. Baqai has opted for 
this opinion as stated in Tatar khaniyah. 

RULINGS ABOUT EXPIATION 

The expiation for a fast is to set free a slave, even a (non Muslim) disbelieving 
slave. If one is unable to do that for want of sufficient means or non-availability of 
slaves, then he must fast for two months, which means sixty days, successively 
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without break, that being wajib (obligatory). These fasts must be continuous and on 
such days on which the eed or the days of tashriq do not fall. (The days of tashriq 
are the 11 th , 12 th and 13 th of Dhul Hijjah). It is allowed to fast on these days 
whatever the kind of fast. If he misses a fast before completing the sixty for a valid 
reason or without reason, then he will have to begin all over again. Those days on 
which he had fasted before the interruption will not be reckoned at all. The only 
exception is the woman who gets her menses while keeping these fasts. She will 
resume the count after her menses are over. But, if a woman has to interrupt 
because she has post natal bleeding then she will have to begin all over again. 

• If anyone is sick or inform and very old and cannot fast for sixty days, then it is 
wajib (obligatory) for him to feed sixty needy people twice to a full stomach. He may 
feed them on the same day morning and evening, or on two days in the morning, 
or on two days in the evening, or at the time of isha and pre-dawn. However, it is a 
pre-requisite that he must feed the same needy people, whom he had fed the first 
time, again on the next time. If he feeds one set of people at one time and another 
set a second time, that will not do. He will have to feed one of these two groups a 
second time for his expiation to be valid of course, if he feeds, only needy person 
for sixty days continuously, then his expiation will have been discharged and he. 
may even feed a new needy person every day for there is no harm in that. 

• If he gives sadaqah on a single day to. a single person equivalent to feeding sixty 
needy people, or a little less then that, then it will not count for every one but will 
be deemed to have been paid to only one person. 

• It is enough to feed the sixty needy people only wheat bread without any 
accompaniment like gravy. But barley bread cannot be fed without gravy. 

Moreover, it is a prerequisite that all the sixty people fed must really be hungry. Even if 
one of them is not hungry and does not eat like a hungry person then in his place another 
hungry person will have to be fed. 

• An alternative is to give to every needy person half sa (1kg 633 grams) wheat or its 
flour or its parched meal. Or, they may be given one sa' barley or grapes or dates 
on their value in rupees. All these people may be given at one time or at different 
times. 

• If anyone deliberately has sexual intercourse (many times) or eats deliberately 
(many times), and thus nullified many fasts, then only one expiation is enough 
provided he has not nullified any fast after making an expiation. For instance, 
having paid towards an expiation for ten fasts that he had broken deliberately, he 
again breaks one fast or two,he will have to make another expiation. 

• The fast that he nullifies may not necessarily be of only one may not necessarily be 
of only one Ramadan. They may be spread over more than a single Ramadan. This is 
the correct ruling as stated in Dur Mukhtar. However, some authorities say that a 
separate expiation need be made for each Ramadan. This is what Fatawa Alamgiri 
prefers. 

WHEN ONLY REDEEMING IS ENOUGH & EXPIATION IS NOT CALLED FOR 
The general rule is that if a fast is invalidated with something that normally is not 
nourishment, or because of a (Shariah (divine law)) permitted excuse to eat or inject 
something, or indulging in sex but not obtaining complete sexual relief - then in these cases 
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expiation is not necessary but only the fasts) must be redeemed. 

• If one who is fasting eats uncooked rice, or dry or kneaded flour than his fast will 
break and he will have to redeem it. 

• If anyone kneads flour of barley or wheat in water and sprinkles some sugar on the 
preparation and eats it then he will be bound to make an expiation for his broken fast. 

• If someone eats or swallows such things as are not normally eaten, remembering till 
the while that he is fasting, then expiation is not ivajib (obligatory) but he will only 
have to redeem his fast. Examples of such eaten things are: American bole, dust, 
mud, seed, cotton, swab, one's own saliva that has caught the colour of silk etc. other 
examples are paper, raw fruit, shell of apricot, iron gold, silver, precious stone. 

• If anyone has enema injected, pours drops of medicine in his nose, keeps medicine 
in his mouth some of which dribbles down his throat or applies oil to his ear, then 
in these cases his fast must be redeemed, expiation is not wajib (obligatory). 

• There are conflicting views on pouring water in the ear, on purpose. 'Hidayah/ 
Durr Mukhtar, Multaqi and 'Sharh Wiqayah' and many others rule that the fast is 
not voided in this case. But, 'Qadi Khan and-Eath Qadeer'; write that the correct 
verdict is that the fast is nullified and it will be necessary to redeem it. 

• In the following cases, only the fast should be redeemed and there will be no 
expiation to make. 

medicine is applied to a wound in the stomach and it goes into it, 

or, to a wound on the head and it creeps into the brain, 

rain water or ice goes into the throat and is swallowed accidentally. 

Fast is broken by mistake while rinsing mouth or sniffing of water which 
goes drown the throat. 

Someone compels to break fast, say by having sexual intercourse, either 
wife or husband compelling the other, but in this case, the one who 
compels will have to make an expiation to alongwith redeeming the fast 
while the one who is compelled will have to redeem the fast as wajib 
(obligatory) and not make an expiation. 

• If a female slave fear that she would fall ill and breaks her fast then she will have to 
redeem it. 

• Also, if a female slave breaks her fast when she feels weakness because of her work 
of cooking or washing garments, then it is wajib (obligatory) on her to redeem the 
fast. However, it must be borne in mind that if her master assigns her such work as 
might preclude her from discharging her duty (fard (compulsory)) then she must 
refuse to obey him. 

• If any one pours water in the mouth of a fasting one while he is asleep, or the 
fasting one himself drinks water during his sleep, his fast is invalidated and it will 
be wajib (obligatory) on him to redeem the fast. This case cannot be likened to eating 
or drinking out of forgetfulness. The same rule applies here as to slaughtering by 
one who is sleep or one whose senses take leave of him. For, it is not lawful to eat 
what they slaughter. But, if anyone forgets to say Bismillah while slaughtering then 
it is allowed to eat what he slaughters. The same ruling applies here: if anyone 
forgets and eats or drinks then his fast remains intact but if he eats or drink while 
he is asleep then his fast will break. 
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• In these cases, only fast will be redeemed and expiation is not binding: 
anyone forgets that he is fasting and eats after which he continues to eat 
deliberately. 

he has sexual intercourse through forgetfulness but afterwards he has it 
again deliberately, 

he forms an intention to fast during the day but then deliberately eats or. 
has sexual intercourse, 

he forms intention in the night to fast and in the morning he sat out on a 
journey and then decided to reside there and ate something though it was 
not allowed to him to break his fast, 

he forms an intention in the night to fast and was a resident in the morning 
and later embarked on a journey so become a traveller and, during his 
journey, he intentionally ate or had sexual intercourse though he was not 
permitted in this situation to break his fast. 

In the forging the condition of travel is mentioned because if anyone who begins a journey 
remembers something and returns home to collect it and before resuming his journey he 
deliberately eats at his home, native city and dwellings then redeeming the fast and 
expiation for that will be binding on him. 

he abstains from food and drink and everything that is disallowed while 

fasting but he did neither form the intention to fast nor had iftar, 

he had the predawn meal or had sexual intercourse though he had doubts 

about dawn having risen and, in fact, dawn had risen, 

he presumed that the sun had set and had iftar though the sun had not set 

till then, 

• in all these cases, only fast will be redeemed and no expiation will be necessary. As 
for anyone presuming that the sun had set and it had not set but he had his iftar, 
here are differing opinions on the expiation being necessary. The jurist Abu Ja'far 
&***■ j said that expiation is necessary in this case. If anyone presumes that the sun 
has not set, yet he has iftar and, indeed, the sun has not set, then expiation will be 
binding on him. 

• If anyone commits an unnatural act with an animal or a corpse and experiences 
ejaculation, or discharges semen by rubbing at anyone's navel or hand, or 
ejaculates on touching or kissing someone, or breaks a redeeming fast of Ramadan. 

in all these cases, only fast will be wajib (obligatory) but only the fast will 
have to be redeemed. 

• If anyone copulates with a fasting woman who is asleep, her fast is nullified and 
she will have to redeem it but no expiation will be binding on her. 

• A woman forms an intention in the night to fast but in the morning she loses her sanity 
and some man has sexual intercourse with her. She will have to redeem her fast. 

• If a woman puts water or medicine into her vagina, or someone inserts into his 
anus his finger moistened with oil or water, or someone makes istinja in such a 
way that water goes up to his anus though this is less likely, or he overdoes the 
intinja so that water seeps into his penis deep inside - then in al these cases it is 
wajib (obligatory) to redeem the fast. 

• If anyone has piles and the swelling tissues protrude and he washes them, so as long 
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they do not revert inside before drying, the fast will not break. However, should they 
revert inside before drying, water will go inside and the fast will become void. 

• If a woman moists her finger with oil or water and inserts, it in her vagina, or 
anyone inserts cotton, cloth or pebble in his (or her) anus or the woman in her. 
vagina and they disappear inside, the fast will be void and will have to be 
redeemed. But, if one end of these things remains in the‘hand outside) or they 
reach only to the external portion of the vagina then the fast will not be void. 

• If anyone swallows a thread holding one of its ends in his hand \yith which he 
pulls it out, then his fast remains intact. But, if he swallows it all then his fast will 
break and he will have to redeem it. 

• If anyone intentionally inhales smoke into his brains or belly then expiation will 
become necessary. The some applies to the fumes of cigarette, etc. 

• If anyone vomits deliberately even less than a mouthful then his fast will be void 
and he will have to redeem it. But, the preferred opinion is what Imam Abu Yusuf 

holds that if the vomit is not a mouthful then his fast will remain valid and he 
will not have to redeem it. This is a correct verdict. 

• The fast will be invalid in all the following casos and will have to redeemed: 

Someone vomited involuntarily a mouthful and swallows it. 

Eats what was stuck to his teeth and was the size of a gram of larger. 

Fails to form an intention in the night and even during the day and eats 
something forgetfully and then formed the intention. 

• If one who fasts loses consciousness and even if he remains unconscious for a 
month he will have top redeem it, the fast but not of that particular day on which 
or on whose night he lost consciousness because he might have formed an 
intention in the night so that fast would be counted. After that day till he remained 
unconscious the fasts due will have to be redeemed. 

• If anyone remains insane all though Ramadan then he is not bound to redeem the 
fasts, but if he was not insane for the whole month then he will have to redeem. 

• If he suffered insanity in such a way that he regained sanity by day or after the 
time of forming intention was over then will be deemed to be insane and that 
command will apply to him and he will not be required to redeem the fasts. 

• If anyone fails to form an intention to fast in Ramadan and eats during the day. 
Imam Abu Hanifah said that the expiation will not be wajib (obligatory), but 
his two companions said that expiation will be wajib (obligatory). 

• If someone's fast is invalidated for some reason, then he must respect the month of 
Ramadan and abstain from eating, drinking and whatever is forbidden to a fasting one. 

• In the same way, the woman who begin the day with her menses but becomes pure 
in the course of the day must observe the same restrictions as one who fasts does. 

• The same applies to a traveller who ends his journey and becomes a resident 
somewhere the sick person who recovers, the insane who regains sanity, a minor 
who attains puberty (adulthood) and a disbeliever who embraces Islam. All of 
them will have to respect the month of fasting and observe the restrictions. All of 
them will have to redeem the fast of this day, except the last two who are not 
required to redeem and fast. 

The woman who experiences menstruation or post natal bleeding, the sick person and the 
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traveller, are not required to abstain from food and drink. However, they are bound to eat 
and drink in private out of the view of the people's sight. 

WHAT IS MAKRUH (UNBECOMING) &NOT MAKRUH (UNBECOMING) & WHAT IS 
MUSTAHAB (DESIRABLE): If one who is fasting tastes something (and spits it out) without 
a cogent reason, then it is makruh (disapproved) for him. But, if he has an excuse for it then it is 
not makruh (disapproved) for instance, if anyone buys some eatables and is not sure if it is of 
proper standard then he is allowed to taste it and it is not makruh (disapproved). 

It is stated in fatawa Nasfi that if a woman's husband is very particular about food ad loses 
his temper if the taste is not up to the mark then she is allowed to taste the food that the 
cooks. But, it he is considerate and well-mannered then she is not allowed to taste the food. 
The same applies to a female slave and the servants responsible for cooking. 

It is makruh (disapproved) to chew anything for no reason. If a woman has a little child who 
must be given chewed food then she should try to get it done by a menstruating woman or 
some children who care not fasting. It she finds no one to do that for her, then it is not 
makruh (disapproved) to chew food herself before feeding the little child. 

While fasting, it is makruh (disapproved) to chew mastic, both for men and woman. Even 
while he is not fasting, mastic is makruh (disapproved) for man unless there is an excuse for it 
and it is chewed in private. However, some people do say it is allowed to men to chew 
mastic and it is mustahab (desirable) for woman because they may use it instead of miswak. 

It is makruh (disapproved) while fasting to kiss and embrace woman if there is a likelihood of 
it leading to ejaculation or sexual intercourse, otherwise it is not makruh (disapproved). 

It is makruh (disapproved) to deliberately collect saliva in the mouth and then swallow it. 

It is also makruh (disapproved) for the fasting one to do such things as cause weakness like 
having a vein opened. When there is no likelihood of that causing weakness then it is not 
makruh (disapproved). 

It is not makruh (disapproved) while fasting to apply collyrium to apply oil to the 
moustaches, and to use the siwak even after zawal whether it is fresh or moistened. 

~lt is not makruh (disapproved) to rinse the mouth and sniff water even while not making 
ablution . To have a both or wrap a moistened towel round to cool oneself is also not 
makruh (disapproved). It is mustahab (desirable) for one who fasts to: 

have the predawn meal, have it as late as possible within lawful time, have iftar at its 
lawful time and make hast for it when the sky is not overcast, when the weather is cloudy 
delay the iftar by a couple of minutes. 

WHEN IS IT PERMITTED NOT TO FAST 
It is permitted not to fast in any of the ten cases: 

(i) Illness. 

(ii) travel 

(iii) compulsion, 

(iv) pregnancy, 

(v) suckling. 

(vi) hunger, 

(vii) thirst, 

(viii) decrepitude, 

(ix) menstruation, and 

(x) post natal bleeding. 
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They are explained in the following lines 

(i) ILLNESS: If fasting might cause are to suffer from an illness or cause the illness he is 
afflicted with to grow one should desist from fasting. Also, if fasting could delay recovery 
then too one must not fast because that might prove destructive. The illness could be of any 
kind from headache to snake bite. Even if after ohe has begun to fast and the symptoms 
appear one should break the fast. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that a warrior is allowed to not fast is fighting was likely to be 
hampered by weakness through fasting. It is allowed to not fast him whether he is a 
traveller or a resident 

The ulama (Scholars) also say that a person who runs fever on alternate days may not fast 
on the day he is likely to get fever. Then it does not matter even if he is sound on that day, 
no expiation is wajib (obligatory). But, according to fatawa Alamgiri, expiation will be ivajib 
(obligatory) in either case. 

Similarly it, on 30 th Ramadan, people hear drums or other announcements and presume that 
the announcement is for eed and they break their fast, only to learn that the announcement 
was about something else, then they will not have to make an expiation. 

(ii) TRAVEL: It is allowed to go without fast during a journey whether it is a lawful 
journey and even if it is easy on a conveyance or otherwise. However, it is mustahab 
(desirable) to fast when the journey is not difficult, provided all his companions are fasting 
and their expenses are not borne together in a pool. If all one's co-travellers are not fasting 
and their expenses are from one pool then it is better not to fast. In this way the whole 
group will be alike. 

If anyone embarks on a journey before dawn and so qualifies as a traveller, he is permitted 
to not fast. But, if he begins his fast and sets on his journey after down then it is not allowed 
to him to not fast. However, anyone who falls ill and begins his journey after dawn then he 
is allowed to not fast. In each case, expiation will not be necessary only redeeming the fast 
is wajib (obligatory) whether he breaks his fast during the journey because of an illness of 
otherwise. 

(iii) COMPULSION: Shari'ah (divine law) permits a person, who is compelled not to fast or 
to break his fast, to skip the fast. For instance, someone may overpower a person who is 
fasting and insert something in his mouth, or he may force him on threat of death, or severe 
beating, or cutting off of a limb. In these cases, this person is allowed to break his fast or to 
not fast. 


(iv) PREGNANCY: If a pregnant woman apprehends that she might suffer mental or 
physical weakness to a great extent or the unborn child might suffer loss of life or become 
weak, if she fasts, then she is allowed to not fast. 


(v) SUCKLING: A woman who breast feeds her own child or another's against wages or 
out of goodwill, is allowed to not fast if fasting could prove detrimental to her or to the 
infant. Those who say that suckling here refers to the suckling by a wet nurse only are 
wrong. The hadith is clear that it could be any woman: the mother or a wet nurse. The 
words of the Prophet Muhammad's saying are: 




"Surely Allah has forgiven fasting and half of the salah (prayer) to the traveller, and 
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fasting to the pregnant woman and to the woman who suckles." 

Moreover a mother has more right to it than a wet nurse because it is not wajib (obligatory) 
on a wet nurse to suckle anyone else's child. She does it on wages. On the other hand, it is 
wajib (obligatory) on a mother to feed her infant. 

A woman who suckles may take medicine and go without fasting. She and the pregnant 
woman are allowed to forgo fasting on the advice of a pious Muslim doctor or on their fast 
experience in this regard that fasting could be harmful to them or their child. 

(vi) & (vii) HUNGER & THIRST: If a person who is fasting is liable to die or suffer brain 
damage or lose consciousness because of hunger and thirst then he may not fast and, if he 
is already fasting, he may break his fast. He will not have to make an expiation but will 
have to redeem his fast. However, the condition applies that he must not have brought that 
out on himself. Through unnecessary strenuous exertion, like running long distances, etc, 
for, it is breaks his fast in such cases then he will be liable to make an expiation, though 
some scholars have ruled out an expiation. 

Ali ibn Ahmad was asked about labourers who have to toil to make a living for 
themselves and their families what if fasting could make them ill if they continued to toil. He 
forbid them to work if that could not be done with fasting, but they could not forgo fasting. 
However, the correct ruling is that they must work to earn a living for a day and rest and 
the other half, but must not give up fasting, if they apprehend physical or mental illness. 

(viii) DECREPITUDE: A man or a woman who is very old and infirm is allowed to go 
without fasting. They are ones in their final stage of life and are utterly helpless to 
discharge their fard (compulsory), and their physical strength erodes day by day. They have 
lost all hope of ever being able to fast again. 

(ix) & (x) MENSTRUATION & POST NATAL BLEEDING: A woman who goes through 
menstruation or bleeding after child birth (or hemorrhage) may also not fast. 

FIDYAH (REDEMPTION) (REDEMPTION): In the foregoing cases, only the old, infirm, 
decrepit man and woman are permitted to pay fidyah (redemption) (a redemption or 
compensation) for not fasting Apart from them, payment of fidyah (redemption) is also 
allowed to a person who had vowed to keep fasts perpetually but is unable to maintain his 
vow. He may pay fidyah (redemption) every day. As for all the others who have one or more 
excuses, when their handicap is over they will have to redeem the fast, and payment of 
fidyah (redemption) will not absolve them of their obligation to fast. This is why if anyone 
with one of the foregoing excuses dies while he is handicapped, it is not wajib (obligatory) 
for him to leave instructions for the fidyah (redemption) to be paid for the fasts he has missed 
because of his handicap, nor is it wajib (obligatory) on his heirs to pay the fidyah (redemption) 
whatever the handicap; illness, travel etc any of the ten mentioned in the foregoing lines. 
Hpwever if anyone dies after the handicap was over and he was able to fast but he did not 
redeem the fasts, it was binding on him to leave behind instruction for the fidyah 
(redemption) to be paid. 

If an old, infirm person died during journey then it will not be necessary to pay fidyah 
(redemption) for the days on which he was traveling. It is with everyone who dies while on 
a journey that the fasts during the journey are forgiven to him. So, it is with the old man. 

If anyone who is bound to pay the fidyah (redemption) cannot pay it then the final course for 
him is that he should seek forgiveness from Allah. There is every hope that the most 
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forgoing will forgive him. 

AMOUNT OF FIDYAH (REDEMPTION): The fidyah (redemption) payable against each fast 
is half a sa (or 633 kg) wheat or its value. Either this payment be made every day or a 
hungry person may be fed two times as in the case of expiation. As against this, sadaqat ul 
fitr must be paid with transfer of ownership like zdkah (Annual due charity). It must be 
understood that the word sadaqah that is used with the word (fUkli pub) (to feed, food) 
embraces transfer of ownership and permission (to use), but the word sadaqah used with 
the word (w b ( bi) (to give) requires transfer of ownership compulsorily, but more 
permission to use is absolutely disallowed. 

REDEEMING MISSED FASTS: It is not necessary to redeem the missed fasts in 
succession, but it certainly is mustahab (desirable) to keep them is quick succession to get 
over a wajib (obligatory) duty as soon as possible. Similarly, if anyone's preclusion or 
handicap is removed, then he must begin to redeem the fast forthwith. Delaying them is 
not proper, though it is not necessary to begin them immediately the reason for missing 
them is over. One has choice to redeem them when he likes. It is also not necessary to 
observe the sequence and even before one begins to redeem one's missed fasts, one may 
keep the freshly due current fasts. 

KINDS OF FASTS: There are thirteen kinds of fasts defined in Shari'ah (divine law) seven of 
them have to be kept one after the other in succession. They are: 

(i) The fasts of the month of Ramadan., 

(ii) The fasts of expiation of zihar. 

(iii) The fasts of expiation of murder. 

(iv) The fasts of expiation of ooth. 

(v) The fasts of expiation of deliberately broken fasts of Ramadan. 

(vi) The fasts of vow that is specific. 

(vii) The fasts of wajib I'tikaf (obligatory seclusion). 

The six other kinds may be kept at the discretion of the person responsible for them: in 
succession or at intervals. They are: 

(i) Optional fasts. 

(ii) Redeeming fasts of Ramadan 

(iii) Fasts of Muta'h (meaning Hajj (pilgrimage) tomattu) 

(iv) Fasts of fidyah (redemption) halq (shaving the head of the pilgrim who had 
assumed the ihram). 

(v) Fast oijaza 'eed 

(vi) Fasts of vows (general). 

As for optional fasts, it is not allowed to break them without any reason. They become wajib 
(obligatory) once the intention is formed and one begins an optional fast. Hence, if it is 
nullified, it becomes wajib (obligatory) to redeem it, except on five days. They are the two 
days of eed ul fitr and adduha and three days of tshriq (11 th , 12 th and 13 th of Dhul Hijjah). It 
is forbidden to keep fast on these days, so if anyone begins a fast that is simply not wajb, it 
will not be wajib (obligatory) to redeem it. 

If anyone vows to fast on these five days, or on every days of the year, then he must not 
fast on these days, but he may redeem them on some other days. 

CHILDREN: When a child is strong enough to fast, he must be encouraged to fast. When 



284 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


he is ten years old, he must be compelled to fast if he does not it voluntarily. It is like the 
command of salah (prayer). 


SECTION I JjSiJ-iflii 

FALSEHOOD, VAIN TALK, ETC ARE CONTRARY TO FASTING 

fj Jifcllj ^jj^l jji U* jlij iiil fi' jls §£>>* L>fr 


10Ijj)Aj l»J£ pJu ^ • jl Q 4l) 


1999. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (j-jUe-injU. 

said, "If anyone (who is fasting) does not give up false hood and (evil) deeds 
conforming to it, then Allah has no need of his giving up his food and his drink." 1 
COMMENTARY: Falsehood and evil deeds conforming to it one things that are sinful 
spoken with one's tongue. They include words of disbelief, false testimony, foregoing lies, 
backbiting and so on. 

The true objective of fasting is a abandon one's base desires and subject one's evil inciting 
soul' (nafs ammara) to the pleasure of Allah. If this cannot be achieved then there is no 
point in fasting. 

Allah has no need of such a fast. So, He does not accept it. 

The Shaykhs say that fasting is of three kinds: of the common man abstains from food, 
drink and sexual intercourse. The other kind is of the selected ones who keep all limbs 
away from whatever is forbidden, makruh (unbecoming), desires and pleasures, and even 
from such permissible things that are contrary to humility and giving up one's desires. The 
third kind is of the cream of the selected ones who abstain from everything but truth and 
do not even turn to anything other then Truth. 

KISSING & TOUCHING WHILE FASTING 





<£& &1 ^ 1 


J-S^SXai 

2000. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that "Allah's Messenger would 

kiss and embrace (his wives) while fasting. He had more control over his desire 
than all of you." 2 

COMMENTARY: According to the Hanafis it is Makruh (unbecoming) for the common man 
to kiss or embrace one's wife while fasting if he could be led to indulge in sexual 
intercourse. If there is no fear of that, then it is not makruh (unbecoming). 

FASTING INTENTION WHEN SEXUALLY DEFILED 


JPCrt' 


iiji j j ikj s$ jL j 4* & 1 jii'jj-u <l£ ifJ i» usj < T ••' > 


2001. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that (it happened sometimes that) Allah's 


1 Bukhari # 1903, Ibn Majah # 1689, Musnad Ahmad 2-452. 

2 Bukhari # 1927, Muslim # 65-1186, Abu Dawud # 2382, Ibn Majah # 1687. Musnad Ahmad 6-42. 
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Messenger pJL-j in would be defiled sexually at dawn in Ramadan and not 
because of a dream He would have a bath and fast. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad found dawn while he was sexually 

defiled because of sexual intercourse. He began his fast in that condition and then had a 
purifying bath. Thus, it is not necessary to have bath before dawn to purify oneself. Rather,- 
one may form an intention to fast and have a bath later. 

Since this is a voluntary act and one is allowed to begin the fast though impure, it is more 
correct to follow this procedure after a wet-dream because that condition is involuntary. In 
fact, even if one gets a wet dream while fasting, the fast will not be impaired. 

The Prophet never had a wet dream because it is caused by the devil from whom 

they are safe. 


CUPPING WHILE FASTING 




2002. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas : narrated that the Prophet Muhammad Ju> 

had himself cupped while he had assumed the ihram and while he was fasting. 2 
COMMENTARY: Shaykh Juzri explained the hadith that the Prophet Muhammad 

was fasting while he was in the state of ihram. He deduced this from the hadith of 
Ibn Abbas **<5 ^j in Abu Dawud (# 2373) which says so: 




(The Prophet Muhammad jjUjUpin had himself cupped while he had assumed the 
ihram and was fasting.) 

Mazhar said that it is allowed to have oneself cupped when one is in a state of ihram 
provided no hair is pulled out or broken. Abu Hanifah Shafi and Maalik 
have ruled so but Imam Ahmad ruled that the fast of the cupper and one who is 
cupped is nullified but an expiation is not wajib (obligatory). 


EATING FORGETFULLY IS FORGIVEN 


J-sfr 


,9 0j-AJi 


L^» j 






•r) 


( 4_ic °)o 4lJ I o I Uit9 kj 3 


2003. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone who is fasting eats or drinks forgetfully, let him complete his fast. 

It is only Allah who feeds him and gives him to drink." 3 
COMMENTARY: This command applies to all kinds of fast. All the imam give their ruling, 
accordingly. However, Imam Maalik said that if this happens in Ramadan then the fast 


1 Bukhari # 1930, Muslim # 76-1109, Tirmidhi # 779, Abu Dawud # 2388, Ibn Majah # 1725, Musnad 
Ahmad 6-308. 

2 Bukhari # 1938, Abu Dawud # 2373, Tirmidhi # 775, Ibn Majah # 1682. 

3 Bukhari# 1933, Muslim # 171-1155, Abu Dawud # 2398, Tirmidhi # 721, Darimi # 1726, Musnad 
ahmad 2-395. 
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must be redeemed. 

According to Hidayah, if this relaxation is for eating or drinking then the same is available 
for having a sexual intercourse forgetfully. It will not cause a dent on fasting. 

GIVING EXPIATION TO FAMILY MEMBERS 

5&I jj-ij b JLa! J4o o ji L & Ulb jll .J f) 

Xilj ,J^> 4JJ! Jj-ij Jlis ,J£ ,Jt! tfJJ U Jll 

4131 (^331 tllij ^ Ui~9 3131 3^31 u-^4 - Jb V Jll 


jM Jill ^ iJllia lii it jls Ot jll JiLDl 65T jtl JlJll jiLSl i|>. 

,f^ll c* Jist ^ cU' V&J Ji-3j b 

(4^(^^)i£JL1a 1 (Jb 4ii£ £131 


2004. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that they were sitting with the 

Prophet Muhammad Up m JU> when a man met him and complained, "O 
Messenger of Allah, I am ruined." (His name was Salamah ibn Fakhr ul Ansari al 
Biyadi). He asked "What is it with you?" He said, "I went to my wife (and had 
sextial intercourse with her) while I was fasting." So, Allah's Messenger 
asked, "Do you have a slave to set free?" He said, "No!"’He asked, "Can you fast 
two months consecutively?" He answered, "No!" He asked, "Can you feed sixty 
poor people?" He said, "No!" So, he said, "Sit down." The Prophet Muhammad J-* 
pL'jAjein waited for some time during whifh an 'araq of dates was brought to him, an 
"araq being a huge basket. He asked, "Where the man with the request?" He said, 
"Here am If" He said, "Take it and disburse it as sadaqah." The man asked, "O 
Messenger of Allah, shall I give it to one who is poorer than I am? By Allah, there is 
not between the two sides of Madinah a family poorer then mine." He meant the 
two mountains (to the east and west of Madinah). The Prophet Muhammad *><ai 
(JL-> laughted till his eye-teeth were visible. Then he said, "Feed it to your family." 1 
COMMENTARY: If anyone nullifies a fast of Ramadan in the very month of Ramadan 
deliberately by eating, drinking or having sexual intercourse then expiation is wajib 
(obligatory) on him. It is discharged in the same sequence as. stated in the hadith. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone gives away the expiation binding on him to his 
family the that is not legally discharged. As for this man in the hadith, the Prophet 
Muhammad's permission to him was exclusive and his expiation was properly 

discharged in theyiew of most of the ulama (Scholars). It is not allowed to any one else. 
Some ulama (Scholars) say that his expiation remained payable by him. The person liable 
to make an expiation must have with him enough after feeding himself and his family. 


1 Bukhari #1936, Muslim # 81-1111, Abu Dawud #. 2390, Tirmidhi # 724, Ibn Majah # 1671, Darimi # 
1716, Muwatta Maalik # 28 (Siyan), Musnad Ahmad 2-241. 
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otherwise it remains due on him, payable whenever he is in a position to pay it. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that this was t he procedure earlier but was abrogated later on. 
Now, the expiation cannot be used on one's own family. 


SECTION II 

SUCKING WIFE'S TONGUE WHILE FASTING 



2005. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad JL> 

used to kiss her while he was fasting and would suck her tongue. 1 


COMMENTARY: The hadith is weak and all the ulama (Scholars) hold that one's fast is 
nullified is spit of anyone else if sucked. So, even if this hadith is regarded to be sahih then 
it will be presumed that the Prophet Muhammad Jp&tjue spat the saliva after sucking 
the tongue of Sayyidah Ayshah He did not swallow it. 




EMBRACING 

£ •/ i ^ ^ 


. 2006. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that a man asked the Prophet 

Muhammad if a man who is fasting could embrace his wife. He gave 

him permission (to do so). Then another man came to him and asked him (the same 
thing) but he disallowed him (to do so). The man whom he had given permission 
was an old man and he whom he had disallowed was a young man. 1 2 
COMMENTARY: The old man was less likely to succumb to his instinct while the same 
thing might not be said of the youth. 

The ulama (Scholars) differ on whether the disallowance to the youth was of the category 
of nahi tahrimi or nahi tanzihi (almost unlawful or nearer lawful). 


VOMITING INVOLUNTARILY 


tli &Z j&s J4U. jij pjSl 4* &I cM* jjls jll SifcJ < Y * * v > 

IJbb <Jllj £^1 JJlj ZaIjSu$\J Jjl J J$\j pi o\jJ -o4^- 3 fXj£-Z*\ 


2007. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"He who vomits uncontrollably while fasting is not bound to make amends (with a 
redeeming fast). But, he who vomits deliberately is bound to redeem his fast." 3 
COMMENTARY: If anyone vomits intentionally knowing that he is fasting then his fast is 
nullified and it is wajib (obligatory) on him to redeem his fast. If he vomits intentionally not 
remembering his fast then it is not wajib (obligatory) on him to redeem the fast. However, 



1 Abu Dawud # 2386, Musnad Ahmad 6.123. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2387. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2380, Tirmidhi # 720, Ibn Majah # 1676, Darimi # 1729, Musnad Ahmad 2-498. 
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this issue has been discussed threadbare in the introduction to this chapter (iv) 'keeping the 
fast perfect' so the relative portion may be studied there. 


frtj >Lj &Z dll <151 jjJij iilk pISjlilbl «^1 * a > 

&UI (J-*® Jj-iJ ^ » j l plSjjJIbl ^ « j l. J JcywS ££ ^ • j bju k£-i2i.S 

jl jJ 1 j jw# q1jj)q p blj (3 jl^» Jb ^bslspb ^Lwj4^1p 


2008. Sayyiduna Ma'dan ibn Talhah reported that Sayyiduan Abu Darda 
•up narrated to him that Allah's Messenger had vomited (while fasting, 

once). So, he broke his fast. Ma'dan reported further that he met Sayyiduna 
Thawban aip^i^j in the mosque of Damascus and told him that Abu Darda had 
narrated to him the hadith that the Prophet Muhammad ,*i~. j Up <3n had vomited 

and had broken his fast. Thawban confirmed that Abu Darda ***»' has 

spoken the truth and that he himself (Thawban) was t he one who had 

poured out water for the Prophet Muhammad's ablution. 1 

COMMENTARY: For some reason the Prophet Muhammad u* M vomited 
deliberately and broke his fast otherwise, he had never broken a fast even an optional. So, 
there must have been a reason, for, Allah says: 


{and do not make your deeds rain} (47:33) 

Imam Abu Hanifah Imam Ahmad deduce from the final words of the hadith 
that ablution is nullified by vomiting. Imam Shafi'I and other scholars hold that 
vomiting does not negate ablution. They say that reference to ablution in the hadith implies 
rinsing the mouth and washing the face. 

SIWAK MAY BE USED 


jAi ^ VU dllc &]J1 vi-dlj (Jb 4JU) J yi U^J ^ 


(j»JI *jj\j ij Idjdl 

2009. Sayyiduna Aafnir ibn Rabi'ah a^i^j said, "I have seen the Prophet Muhammad 
UjUpiajL* use the siwak while he was fasting an uncountable number of times." 2 
COMMENTARY: There are many other ahadith on this subject in the MIrqat. 

Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Maalik iw-j say that any kind of siwak may be used at 
any time while fasting. However, Imam Abu Yusuf 4 >ia^j says that it is tnakruh (unbecoming) 
to use fresh and moist siwak while fasting and Imam Shafi'I says that it is makruh 
(unbecoming) to use siwak after zawal. 

APPLYING COLLYRIUM 


L|Ls> b(j Jbi^lll jljio pli <Jb <j~d ^^ * 


1 Abu Dawud # 2381, Tirmidhi # 87, Darimi # 1728, Musnad Ahmad 6-443. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2364, Tirmidhi # 725, Musnad Ahmad 3-445. (Tirmidhi has it from Abdullah ibn 
Aamir ibn Rabi'ah) 
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.jjLaj I ^jlj d (Jlsj (Jld 


2010. Sayyiduna Anas **41^*, narrated that a man came to the Prophet Muhammad 
^yUeh and said, "I have a complaint in my eyes. May I apply collyrium (to 
them) while I am fasting?" He said, "Yes." 1 

COMMENTARY: It is not makruh (unbecoming) to apply collyrium to the eyes while fasting 
even if it leaves a taste in the throat. Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam ShafiT <&'***> gave 
ruling accordingly but Imam Ahmad Ishaq and Sufyan ruled that it is 

makruh (unbecoming) to do so. Some people report that Imam Maalik in***-j also said that it is 
makruh (unbecoming), but others say that he said that it is not makruh (unbecoming) to apply it. 


MAY POUR WATER OVER HEAD 


b 3jJI (J*Z> cLdlj Sm) O^J ^ * 


U) 


j U oljj)^ll cysj\ p(-dl ^ 

2011. One of the sahabah (companions) ,♦.$;*of the Prophet Muhammad 

(*i -<j said, "I had seen the Prophet Muhammad in al 'Arj pour water over his 

head while he was fasting to alleviate thirst or to mitigate (the severity of) heat." 2 

CUPPING WHILE FASTING 


l j \ j-* A)\jp.j s±)\ (j-jt ca (y * u) 

5jl5j5l oljj —jiasf JtAS ^ < jLooJ (>? tiJi-a. 

UjM *sbJ.l 4 {y jb £ j 0JJ1 isij *I£jl ^JUV! felil jtl 

0-5 VJL^-bLIJ ^)Lla9y4 


2012. Sayyiduna Shaddad ibn Aws narrated, "Allah's Messenger 

was walking with me hand in hand on 18 th Ramadan when he came upon a man in 
al-Baqi who was being cupped. He said, 'He who cups and he who is being cupped 
have broken their fast." Shaykh Muhyi us Sunnah said that those who say that 
cupping is allowed interpret the hadith to imply that these people were likely to 
break their fast. The one who was being cupped could become weak and the one 
who cupped could inhale or suck blood into his stomach. 3 
COMMENTARY: Most of the ulama (Scholars) say that there is risk of the one who cups 
and one who is cupped breaking their fast. The hadith of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas also 

testifies that the Prophet Muhammad ^JL-jA-U-«aiijLo had himself cupped (# 2002). 

Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam ShafiT &*•*-.> and Imam Maalik also ruled according 
to Shaykh Muhiyus sunnah' s interpretation. The fast could be in danger of being nullified. 
Some people say that it is makruh (unbecoming) to cup and have oneself cupped. Some 
others say that it applies only to those two people because during the process of cupping 


1 Abu Dawud # 2378, Tirmidhi # 726. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2365, Muwatta Maalik 22 (Siyan), Musnad Ahmad 3-475. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2369, Ibn Majah # 1681, Darimi # 1730, Musnad Ahmad 4-123. 
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they also engaged in backbiting. The.Prophet Muhammad said that t hey risked 

their fast because he saw them backbiting thus warning them. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that the command was valid earlier but was abrogated later. 
OMITTING TO FAST UNNECESSARILY 


p ii 1st Uja >'lt O* £zj J-s-shl <jj-4 j jlfl jll &.P ckj (Y • ' r > 


SJ\S jSIJ -XSL& v f jU &£■ ijpQ jl yjljZ *$5 

J\ Sjk &/ 4 S 1 ^ ' Ls k i Iskp i$J yl3 a 4^ 


2013. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"If anyone purposefully omits to fast any day in Ramadan without excuse or without 
illness, then even if he observes a perpetual fast it will not make amends for it." 1 
Tirmidhi cited Bukhari as saying that Abul Mutawwis was known to him to have 
transmitted only this hadith. 

COMMENTARY: Omitting to fast without an excuse means that there is no relaxation in 
Shari'ah (divine law) to skip the fast but he does not observe it. Shari'ah (divine \aw) excuses a 
traveller, for instance. The introduction to this chapter (iv) elaborates on this question. 

This hadith actually emphasizes the importance of a fast in Ramadan. The reward of each 
fast is such that fasting of a life-time would not match it. Apart from that, as far as rules are 
concerned, if anyone omits a fast of Ramadan, then one redeeming fast will make amends 
for it. And, if anyone omits a fast deliberately then he can make amends for it by fasting for 
two months consecutively. 

Ibn Hajar ii-uf-j said that the apparent meaning of the hadith is that even a life times's 
fasting will not at one for a fast of Ramadan deliberately omitted. Sayyiduna Ali j and 
Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud went by the literal meaning of the hadith. Best most of the 

sahabah (companions) ^e-k ^ and the ulama (Scholars) hold that a fast omitted in 
Ramadan may be redeemed by a fast any time other than Ramadan. It does not matter that 
the attaining fast is of a shorter duration then the missed fast. 

Salah (prayer) also falls in the same category. If a salah (prayer) is missed then it may be 
redeemed later. There is no difference in the Command applied to the two. Rather, salah 
(prayer) is superior to fasting. 


SOULLESS WORSHIP 


pakr&Cr? CrS AJJI Jj-iJ jll JtS 


2014. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah <*k^ej narrated that Allah's Messenger 


1 Bukhari heading of chapter (29) Book of Fasting (30), Abu Dwud # 2396, Tirmidhi # 723, Ibn Majah 
# 1672, Darimi # 1714, Musnad Ahmad 2-386. 
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said, "For many of those who fast there is nothing in their fasting but thirst. And, 
for many of those who stand in worship during the night there is nothing in their 
standing but sleeplessness." 1 

COMMENTARY: The meaning is that sincere intention and concentration are 
important. The aim should be to obtain Allah's pleasure. If not, then the worship lacks 
soul and is meaningless. 

The hadith of Sayyiduna Laqit ibn Sabirah has been reproduced in the chapter on 

the sunnah of ablution (# 405) 


SECTION III j-ait 

CUPPING VOMIT & NOCTURNAL DREAM DO NOT NULLIFY THE FAST 


.jiUsfe jisj & dll j-2> jilt jli jlS ggiil cA (T ’ ' 4) 


2015. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-KHudri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Three things do not nullify the fast of one who is fasting. They are: 
cupping, vomiting and nocturnal dream." 2 

The hadith is also transmitted by Daraqutni, Bayhaqi and Abu Dawud whose 
transmission is more sound. 


jtS c^Upt <*' 1 n) 

(cuU-Ji J4.t6e 


2016. Sayyiduna Thabit al Bunami narrated that Sayyiduna Anas ibn Maalik 
was asked, "Did you people disapproved of cupping for one who was 
fasting during the time of Allah's Messenger ( jL.jUp<a« wF L>?" He said, "No (we did not 
find it wrong) unless it caused weakness." 3 

COMMENTARY: They did not think of it as a nullifier of fasts. Rather, they disliked it if it 
brought about weakness and had a harmful effect on fasting. 

OMV) 



2017. Imam Bukhari & reported as a chapter heading (without a full line of 
transmission) that Sayyiduna Ibn Umar used to have himself cupped while 

he fasted. Then he gave it up to have himself cupped at night. 4 
COMMENTARY: Bukhari transmitted some ahadith without mentioning its chain of 
narrators. Such ahadith are said to transmitted ta'liq (&#) 


1 Ibn Majah # 1690, Darimi # 2720, Musnad Ahmad 2-272. 

2 Tirmidhi # 719. 

3 Bukhari # 1940. 

4 Bukhari chapter (28) heading Book of fasting (30) 
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SWALLOWING MOISTNESS AFTER RINSING MOUTH 


v 5 jla ^ ? jl (JU f-llac. C^-J ^ 

i_A 5 £| oljj J^1(3V<i-U^31 (Jlj) a5a*T^ ? jlfltiJiaJI 


2018. Sayyiduna Ata A w-j said that if one (who is fasting) rinses his mouth and 
ejects the water in his mouth. Swallowing his own saliva with what remains in his 
mouth (of the rinsing), it does not harm his fast. But, he should not chew gum* 
Though it may not nullify his fast if he swallows the saliva that the gum grows, yet 
it is disallowed. 1 

COMMENTARY: Al'ilk is a gum based medicine for the teeth. The prohibition to chew it is 
of the kind of tanzihi. The ulama (Scholars) say that it is makruh (unbecoming) to chew 
anything while fasting unless done to put it in a child's mouth. 

However, as long as gum, etc. is chewed and no part of it is gulped down the throat/it is merely 
makruh (unbecoming), but the moment apiece of it goes down the throat, the fast is nullified. 

If anyone puts coloured thread in his mouth and its colour transfers to his saliva and he 
swallows it, then his fast is nullified. If the colour does not dominate the saliva'then the fast 
will not nullify. 


CHAPTER - V 

THE TRAVELLER'S FAST J 

Those ahadith will be reproduced in this chapter that reflect on the commands and rulings for a 
traveller's fast. Is it allowed to fast while travelling? Is it better for a traveler to fast or not? 


SECTION I 

ALLOWED TO FAST & NOT TO FAST DURING JOURNEY 

(4jjn3^»)jJa9l9 0-^5-Njjii J-&9 j 


2019. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that (Sayyiduna) Hamzah ibn Amr al Aslami 

asked the Prophet "May I fast during a journey?" And, he used to 

fast very often. He said, "If you wish, to fast and if you wish, go without fasting." 2 
COMMENTARY: A journey may be strenuous or convenient, the traveller may or may not fast. 
But, it is better to fast if the journey is not difficult and better not to fast if it is strenuous. 
Moreover, Imam Abu Hanifah & said that this applies to all kinds of journeys; 
permissible or of disobedience and sin. 

Imam Shafi'I j said that the permission not to fast is valid only if the journey is for a 
pious and lawful purpose. If it is undertaken for an evil or sinful purpose then it is not 
allowed to go without fast of Ramadan. 


1 Bukhari heading of chapter (28) Book of Fasting (30). 

2 Bukhari # 1943, Muslim # 103-1121, Abu Dawud # 2402, Tirmidhi # 7111, Nasai'i # 2384, Ibn Majah 
# 1662, Darimi # 1707, Muwatta # 24 (Biyani), Musnad Ahmad 6-46. 
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2020. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-KHudri -up -Sit narrated that they set out on an 
expedition with Allah's Messenger (jL-jUpiit^u on 16 th Ramadan. Some of them did 
fast and some of them did not fast. Neither did those who fasted pick fault with 
those who did not fast, nor did those who did not fast find fault with those who 
fasted. 1 



WHEN WEAK, TRAVELLER SHOULD NOT FAST 



I IId I Jli IjS (3^*8 


2021. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that on a journey Allah's Messenger Up-Sii^Lp 

(JL-j observed a crowd around a man who was being given shade. He asked, "What 
is this?" They told him that there was a man who was fasting (and had become 
weak). He said, "It is not piety that one should fast during a journey." 2 


4JJI (J yLj (Jlis 1 ^ < J l 9 ^ • Jji Jaii .9 


2022. Sayyiduna Anas -up^i^j narrated that they were on a journey with the Prophet 
jJL-jAsIp-Jii JL*. Some of them were fasting and some of them were not fasting. They 
halted at a place on a hot day, so those who had fasted fell down (and were unable 
to help in any kind of work)', but those who not fasted rose actively and pitched 
tents and watered the riding beasts. Allah's Messenger ^ remarked, "Those 
who are not fasting have outstripped (the others) today with reward." 3 
COMMENTARY: The word 'today 7 stresses that those who had not fasted earned reward 
for being of service of those who had fasted. It is not a general ruling for always. 

DURING JOURNEY FAST MAY BE GIVEN UP 


^ ' J &.9 ^ • j Loa.j Q XSjS^ZJ3 9 oJJ gLiiltJ ^ » j LajS 


Ji!i „ii pti (>4.9 jLzj & sill <>£ 4 jJl djj.j jiz iS jjis (J 2 &. c>? 1 


1 Bukhari # 1947/ Muslim # 93-116, Abu Dawud 2405, Tirmidhi # 712. 

2 Bukhari # 1936, Musim # 92-1115, Musnad Ahmad 3-299. 

3 Bukhari # 2890, Muslim # 100-1119, Nasai'i # 2283. 
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2023. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger Ju* set 

out (in the year of the conquest) from Madinah to travel to Makkah. He fasted till 
he came to 'usfan where he called for water and raised it for the people to see it and 
broke his fast till he came to Makkah. That was in Ramadan. So, Ibn Abbas 

used to say, "Indeed, Allah's Messenger did fast and broke it. Hence, he 

who wishes may fast and he who wishes may break the fast." 1 

2024. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that he drank after the salah (prayer) of asr. 2 


SECTION II 

FAST FORGIVEN DURING JOURNEY 

Cf-% gill l jj sSj: * jtl jll Y °) 

(A^.lo jJI J_jjI j&\ 

2025. Sayyiduna Anas ibn Maalik al Ka'bi narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(►L.jUpiijLp said that Allah has forgiven the traveller half of the salah (prayer), and to 
the traveller, the woman who suckles and infant and the woman who is pregnant, 
(He has forgiven) fasting. 3 

COMMENTARY: The traveller will offer two raka'at salah (prayer) instead of four. He will 
not have to redeem the two raka'at later on. 

Fasting is not wajib (obligatory) during a journey but after accomplishing it, the traveller 
must redeem it at home. The same applies to the two women. Fidyah (redemption) is not 
wajib (obligatory) according to Abu Hanifah but Imam Shafi'I and Ahmad j 
say that fidyah (redemption) is wajib (obligatory) on them for not fasting. 

IF IT IS CONVENIENT THEN MUSTAHAB (DESIRABLE) TO FAST 

54S jji? jiS < T 1 n > 

( jJI 1 _^t oljj)£Sjil s^jLoij JL&di 

2026. Sayyiduna Salamah ibn Muhabbiq *** 1 ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If a person (traveller) has a riding beast that will take him to where it 
is easy and comfortable for him (to get ample provision, etc) then he should fast 
wherever he is when Ramadan comes to him." 4 
COMMENTARY: This command is of the kind of mustahab (desirable) and more excellent, 
otherwise all the ulama (Scholars) say that it is allowed not to fast during a journey. The 
journey may be very easy and comfortable to the extreme. Besides, this hadith is weak. 

SECTION III 1 Jjffl 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S DISPLEASURE AT THOSE WHO 

CONTINUED TO FAST IN THE JOURNEY 


1 Bukhari # 1938, Muslim # 88-1113, Nasai'i # 2290, Musnad Ahmad 1-291. 

2 Muslim #91-1114. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2408, Tirmidhi # 715, Nasai'i # 2275, Ibn Majah # 1667, Musnad Ahmad 5-29. 

4 Abu Dawud # 2410, Musnad Ahmad 5-7. 
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2027. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger set out for 

Makkah in Ramadan in the year of conquest (of Makkah). He was fasting till he 
came to Kura' al-Ghanim (between Makkah and Madinah near Usfan). The people 
were also fasting with him. Then he called for a bowl of water and raised it for the 
people to see and drank it. He was told later that some of the man had continued to 
fast. He said, "They are sinners! They are. sinners!" 1 


FASTING DURING JOURNEY IS LIKE NOT FASTING WHILE AT HOME 

4 JL&S & ill jjJJ! jj-ij jls jls y3 cj-i < T 1 W 


^ 

2028. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Awf <*>*narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "He who fasts in Ramadan while travelling is like him who does 
.not fast while he is a resident (meaning, not travelling)." 2 
COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that either this hadith is abrogated or refers to a 
strenuous journey in which there is risk of death of one who is fasting. 

BETTER NOT TO FAST IN JOURNEY 


& 4^(311 JsSjS yijJ 4lsill jjjy b •^ !V i£y?§j 4 &££j CCW) 

(^J—. ^ • j f JLi-l Lf-* 4LJ1 1S4 Jls rlii- 


2029. Sayyiduna Hamzah ibn Amr al-Aslami is reported to have said, "O 

Messenger of Allah, I find in myself strength to fast during a journey. Would it 
be sinful for me (if I fast)?" He saidi "This is a concession from Allah, Mighty 
and Glorious. He who seizes it, has done well. And, he who likes to fast then 
there is no sin on him." 3 

COMMENTARY: Clearly, it is better not to fast during a journey. 


1 Muslim # 90.1114, Tirmidhi # 710, Nasai'i # 2263, Musnad Ahmad # 14406. 

2 Nasai'i # 2285. 

3 Muslim # 107-1121, Nasai'i # 2303. 
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CHAPTER - IV 

AL-QADA (OR, REDEEMING THE MISSED) * La2j Ul< 


There are three possibilities of not fasting or fasting and breaking it before its time. 

(i) If it is broken by mistake, then neither is an expiation wajib (obligatory) nor is it 
not necessary to redeem it. 

(ii) If a fast is broken deliberately for no reason whatsoever then an expiation is 
wajib (obligatory). 

(iii) If a fast is missed or broken for some reason, like illness or journey or any other, 
hen it is wajib (obligatory) to redeem i*. 

The rules and manners of redeeming fasts are mentioned in this chapter. This refers to 
redeeming to fasts of Ramadan. 


SECTION I 

REDEEMED FASTS OF SAYYIDAH AYSHAH 


ill I U J \ I & 1 CA (3^ 


2030. Sayyidah Ayshah if* M ^ said that she had some fasts of Ramadan to be 
redeemed but she could not redeem them except in Sha'ban. 

Yahya ibn Sa'eed that she meant to say that her occupation in the service of the 
Prophet Muhammad did not allow her to redeem them earlier. 1 

COMMENTARY: She get time to redeem the fasts she missed in Ramadan because of the 
days of menstruation only in Sha'ban when the Prophet Muhammad ,JL.j *Jp 
himself fasted often. 


OPTIONAL FASTS ONLY WITH HUSBAND'S PERMISSION 


iti-jjjjjjf ju-di fe'JjL.j iSji j-& jiji jjjy jil jtl Sjijiyf cAj 




9 * 

—« «1jj)4j5L Vj*gIL Vj, 


2031. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up&^j narrated that Allah's Messenger (jUjUpia 
said, "It is not allowed to be woman to fast (the optional fasts) while her husband is 
present without his permission. Also, must not allow anyone to enter his house 
without his permission." 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith contradicts the contention of Imam Shafi'I in <u*-j that a 
woman may fast on the day of Arafah and of Aashurah without her husband's permission. 
Unless she known that her husband will consent, she must not allow anyone in his house 
not even her relative, male or female. 


1 Bukhari # 1950, Muslim # 151-1146, Tirmidhi # 783, Musnad Ahmad 6-179. 

2 Bukhari # 5195, Muslim # 84-1026, Abu Dawud # 2458, Tirmidhi # 782, Ibn Majah # 1761, Darimi # 
1720, Musnad Ahmad 2-444. 
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REDEEM FASTS BUT NOT SALAH (PRAYER) 


))25^!L«]aSI pLaOJ pLaoj ^ 


2032. Sayyidah Mu'adhah Adawiyah & <u^j (whose kuniyah was Umm as-Sahaba 
and who was great tabi'i) is reported to have asked Sayyidah Ayshah "Why 

is it that a menstruating woman must redeem her fast but not the salah (prayer)?" 
Sayyidah Ayshah 4 *^^ said, "When it afflicted us (in the time of the Prophet) JL* 
(JL-j u* A#, we were commanded to redeem the fast but were not commanded to 
redeem the salah (prayer)." 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyidah Ayshah 4 * did not venture to give her the reason but 
simply said that they were commanded and servitude demands obedience. One must not 
try to probe the reason for an instruction. She could have said that if salah (prayer) were to 
be redeemed women would have found that very difficult to follow, because very many 
salah (prayer) are missed during the days of menstruation. As for fasting, that will have to 
redeemed only after a year for a few days. 


PENDING FASTS OF THE DEED 


(4j L c ( 3ax>a)it^j jdlcj oU (j-® Ail 1 <il I (Jts iA-1 Is CA~J 


2033. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger ,*JL« said, "If 

anyone dies with some fasts due on him, then his heirs must fast on his behalf" 
(meaning they should pay the fidyah (redemption)). 2 
COMMENTARY: Imam Abu Hanifah Imam Maalik and Imam ShafiT and 
most of the ulama (Scholars) hold that no one should fast on behalf of another. Rather, the heirs 
must give fidyah (redemption) tone poor person against each of his fasts. They say that 'must fast 
on his behalf means 'must give fidyah (redemption) for him/ that being in lieu of fasting. 

Imam Ahmad however, says that the heirs must fast on behalf of the dead. He goes 
by the literal meaning of the hadith. 

A hadith (# 2035) disallows that one may fast on behalf of a dead person. 

The Hanafi ruling is that if the dead person had left instructions for fidyah (redemption) to be 
paid, then it is zvajib (obligatory) on the heirs to pay it provided it can be paid from the one- 
third property of the dead person. If it is more than that, then the heirs are not bound to 
pay that amount in excess of one third. If they do pay it, then not only is it allowed but it is 
also a gesture of kindness towards the dead. However, the issue is subject to the dead 
person being liable to observe the fast (s) and being able to redeem them before his death. If 
he was unable to redeem them, then no fidyah (redemption) is payable for them nor is the 
deed guilty of sin for missed fasts. However, Tawus and Qatadah hold that 
redeeming and fidyah (redemption) of those fasts is also necessary before being able to 
redeem which he died. 

Imam ShafiT ruled that whether the dead person leaves instructions or not, it is necessary 
to pay fidyah (redemption) for the fasts he missed from his total property (before disbursement). 


1 Muslim # 69-335. 

2 Bukhari # 1952, Muslim # 153-1147, Abu Dawud # 2400, Ibn Majah # 2133, Musnad Ahmad 6-69. 
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SECTION II 
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2034. Sayyiduna Nafi narrated from Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j that the Prophet 

Muhammad said, "If anyone dies while fasts of the month of Ramadan are 

due on him, then against every day a poor man must be fed on his behalf." 1 
Tirmidhi said that it is mawquf at Ibn Umar 

COMMENTARY: To feed a poor man against every (missed) fast is the equivalent 1.75 
seers of wheat, or 3.5 seers of barley, or its value. The same quantity makes up the fidyah 
(redemption) of the salah (prayer). Against every missed salah (prayer) this fidyah (redemption) 
is payable. 

Though this h adith is mawquf, the command is from the Prophet Sayyiduna 

Ibn Umar may have heard it from the Prophet Muhammad because no 

sahabi can convey such a command of Shari'ah (divine law) on his own. 


SECTION III d4t3«j^i 

SALAH (PRAYER) & FASTING CANNOT BE OBSERVED FOR ANOTHER 


Jill ^.T { J- iiUjjj Ji j£i$ 611J J kill <|4U CA < T ' r<l) 

(Ltjji Vj v 


2035. (Sayyidima) Imam Maalik is reported to have learnt that Sayyiduna Ibn 
Umar wis^was asked whether anyone may fast for another person or offer salah 
(prayer) for another. He said, "No one may fast on behalf of another person. And no 
one may offer salah (prayer) on behalf of another person. 2 
COMMENTARY: This is the ruling of the Imam Maalik -sha*^, Abu Hanifah and 
Shafi'i It is not proper to observe fasting and salah (prayer) for another person to 

absolve him of his obligation. However, the Hanafis say that it is allowed to a person to 
consign reward of his worship to another person. 


CHAPTER - VII 




SUPEREROGATORY FASTS 

SECTION I jj* fcfo 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S fL .PRACTICE 

Uj is Jifeij, jL.J &l J-* jjJJ lAj Uj jji5 


1 Tirmidhi # 718, Ibn Majah # 1757. 

2 Muwatta # 43 (Siyam). 
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2036. Sayyiduna Ayshah ^ ^ narrated: // When Allah's Messenger ,*JL>j a ju 
began to fast (the optional), we presumed that he would never stop fasting, and 
when he did not fast, we imagined that he would never again fast. I never saw 
Allah's Messenger fast all through a month except in Ramadan, and 

never did I see him fast for a many days in a month as he did in Sha'ban." (That is, 
apart from Ramadan). 

According to another version: She said, "He fasted all through Sha'ban (meaning) 
he fasted all, but a little of Sha'ban." 1 


COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ,*!- ) *> k fasted most of Sha'ban. Some 
people interpret the words to mean that he fasted for the whole month of Sha'ban one year 
and most of it the next year. 

(Y *YY) 




2037. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Shaqiq said that he asked Sayyidah Ayshah ^j 
whether the Prophet Muhammad iasted a whole month. She said, "I 

do not know him to have fasted a whole month except Ramadan, and he did not 
stop fasting for all of a month so that he fasted on some of its days till he departed 
from this world." 2 


FASTING ON LAST DAYS OF SHA'BAN 

^ i jl 9 JLiJ I -kJLi Ajl JiLij 4LM ( jjJI lA n. < jl Ly*~ 9 (Y*TA) 


IjU Jll V Jill ^ • jljLZ j Ul ^ • jM. 3 bl b Jill 


2038. Sayyiduna Imran ibn Husayn narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

asked him, or asked a man within Imran's hearing, "O so-and-so, did 

you not fast the last days of Sha'ban?" He said, "No." The Prophet Muhammad M 
■4 -jUp said, "When you finish the fasts of Ramadan, you must fast for two days." 3 


COMMENTARY: This man had made a vow to fast on the last two days of every month. 
Since he could not fast on the last two days of Sha'ban, the Prophet Muhammad 

suggested to him that he should make up for the omission after Ramadan. Some 
people say that (he had not made a vow but) it was his habit to fast on the last two days 
of every month. 


1 Bukhari # 1969, Muslim # 175-1156, Abu Dawud # 2334, Tirmidhi # 736, Ibn Majah # 1710, Muwatta 
Maalik # 56 (Siyam). Musnad Ahmad 6-107. 

2 Muslim # 173-1156. 

3 Bukhari # 1989, Muslim 199.1161, Darimi # 1742, Musnad Ahmad 40444. 
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EXCELLENCE OF OPTIONAL FASTS IN MUHARRUM 
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2039. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -upiisi^j narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL-jUp-iiii JLp 
said, "After Ramadan, the best fasts are in Allah's month al-Muharram. And, after 
the prescribed salah (prayer) is the salah (prayer) of the night (salat ul layl)." 1 
COMMENTARY: Some people say that the fast of Muharram refers to the fast of Aushura 
10 th of Muharram. 

As for the ahadith about fasts in Rajab, some people say that they are forged mostly. 

The month of Muharram is described as Allah's month because of its excellence, otherwise 
all the months are Allah's. 

As for the salah (prayer) of the night (the tahajjud (supererogatory prayer)) (supererogatory 
prayer), it is the best of all salah (prayer) after the fard (compulsory) salah (prayer) and sunnah 
muivakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet Up i#t ju>) (emphasized prophet's 
practice), or, it is the best because it calls for more effort and is offered in the dark of the 
night, safe from showing off. The sunnah muivakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet 
(jL-jUpa) are excellent because they are more stressed and are next to the fard (compulsory) or 
prescribed salah (prayer). 

It must be remembered that witr is also like fard salah (compulsory prayer). 


EXCELLENCE OF AASHURA 




to 


pi 

2040. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that he never observed the Prophet 

Muhammad Up & deciding to fast on any day and regarding it as more 
excellent than another day, except this day, the day of Aashura, ad this month, the 
month of Ramadan. 2 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -upii^j perhaps got 
this impression, otherwise, the day of Arafah and the fast on that day are better then the 
day of aashura and the fast on it. 

THE FAST OF THE DAY OF AASHURA 



b IjJb <* b-aj J-p|j SU! <131 (Jl! £JLc-j ♦ 10 
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2041. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -up-ii^^ narrated that when Allah's Messenger pL«jUp-itjb- 


1 Muslim # 202-1163, Abu Dawud # 2429, Tirmidhi # 740, Ibn Majah # 1742, Darimi # 1757, Musnad 
Ahmad 8542. 

2 Bukhari # 2006, Muslim # 131-1132, Musnad Ahmad 1-222. 
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fasted on the day of Aashura and commanded (his sahabah) to fast on this day, they 
said, "O Allah's Messenger it is a day that is sanctified by the Jews and 

the Christians." He said, "If I survive till the next year, I shall fast on the ninth." 1 
COMMENTARY: When the Prophet Muhammad came to Madinah, he found that 

the Jews fast ed on the day of aashura. They said that prophet Musa ftA-JujU- had fasted on this 
day by way of Thanks giving to Allah for deliverance from Fir'wan(pharoah), so they 
emulated him. The Prophet Muhammad ^jUpiiajU said, "We are nearer to Musa (OLJiUp than 
you are. "So, he commanded the sahabah (companions) to fast on this day. 

In the beginning this command was wajib (obligator}/). Later this become mustahab (desirable). 
The gives rise to the question whether the fast should be kept on ninth Muharram instead 
of t he tenth, for the Prophet Muhammad had said that he would fast on the 9 th 

if he would be alive the following year. The ulama (Scholars) say that this resolve of the 
Prophet Muhammad ,*1*means that it is a sunnah to fast on the ninth of Muharram. 
Ibn Hammam said that it is mustahab (desirable) to fast on the day of aashura and also 
mustahab (desirable) to fast on the day prior to it or on the day following it. To fast only on 
the day of aashura is makruh (unbecoming) because it smacks of resembled to the Jews. 

FAST ON DAY OF ARAFAH 


sill q U 14 Ijj 13 LS13 <T • tlf) 

Jjl j jij ^3 o 


2042. Sayyidah Umm al Fadl bint al Harith ** *»> narrated that on the day of 
Arafah, some people argued in her presence about whether Allah's Messenger 
(JL-jUp was fasting. Some said, "He is fasting." Other said, "He is not fasting." So, 
she sent to him a bowi of milk while he was observing the wuquf at Arafah on his 
camel. He drank the milk. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Umm al-Fadl was the wife of Sayyiduna Abbas and 

the aunt of the Prophet 

The hadith shows that it is not masnun to fast on the day of arafah for the pilgrims, but 
masnun for other people. 

FASTING IN FIRST TEN DAYS OF DHUL HIJJAH 




2043. Sayyidah Ay shah narrated that that she never saw Allah's Messenger 

fast during al-ashr (Arabic) - the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah). 3 
COMMENTARY: There is a hadith that the Prophet Muhammad Ju> said that the 

reward of fasting on each day of this ashr (except the tenth, from the 1 st to the 9 th ) is 
equivalent to reward of fasting for one year, and worship in each of its nights is like 


1 Muslmi 3133-1134, Abu Dawud # 2445. 

2 Muslim # 110-1123, Bukhari # 1988, Abu Dawud # 2441, Nasai # 2289. 

3 Muslim # 9-1176, Abu Dawud # 2439, Tirmidhi # 756, Ibn Majah # 1729. 
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keeping vigil on the night of power (laylatul qadr). Hence, the ulama (Scholars) explain 
that Sayyidah Ayshah has merely said that she had not observed him fast. This 

does not mean that he had never fasted during these days. Or, perhaps, he had mentioned 
the excellence of these days but had not himself fasted. 

OPTIONAL FASTS 

jAji jjJJ J4 Jutf jLj $\ Uio >1)11515* CT-i£) 
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2044. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah ** in narrated that a man came to the Prophet 
Muhammad (jL-jUpinju* and asked. "How do you fast?" Allah's Messenger <u*in ju> 
pLij was displeased at his question. When Sayyiduna Umar detected his 

anger, he said, "We are pleased with Allah as Lord, with Islam as religion and with 
Muhammad ^jUpin as Prophet. We seek refuge in Allah form the displeasure of 
Allah and the displeasure of His Messenger ^j-OpiiijL*/' Umar A^in^j continued to 
repeat these words till his anger subsided, and asked, "O Messenger of Allah, how 
is he who fasts perpetually?" He said, "He has neither fasted nor broken his fast." 
Or he said, "He did not fast and did not break his fast." (The narrator was in doubt 
concerning the exact words). Then, he asked, "How is he who fasts two days and 
goes without fasting one day?" the Prophet Muhammad ^jl-jUp^i^Lp asked, "Can 
anyone do it?" Then he asked about one who fasts one day and does not fast the 
next day, and he said, "That is the fast of Dawud p*>LJiUp. "Then, Umar asked, 

"How is he who fasts one day and goes without fast two days?" He said, "I hope 
that I am given strength to do that." Then Allah's Messenger ,*JL.j Up k said, 
"There (fasts) every month and fasting in Ramadan each year -that is fasting 
perpetually. The fast of the day of Arafah - I hope from Allah will atone for the sins 
of the year preceding and the year following. And the fast of the day of Aashura - I 
hope from Allah will atone for the sins of the year preceding." 1 

COMMENTARY: The men should have asked about himself and how he might fast the 


1 Muslim # 191.1162, Abu Dawud # 2425. 
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optional, not about how the Prophet Muhammad (JLijUpiit jl* fasted. His situation differed 
much from the others in terms of numbers and wisdom and he did not fast the optional 
very much because he had to attend to the issues of the Muslims. 

A person who fasts perpetually does not really fast because it is not in conformity with 
Shari'ah (divine law). At the same time, he does not go without fasting because he eats and 
drinks nothing. 

Imam Shafi'I and Imam Maalik said, that this applies to one who fasts even on 
days, like eed, when it is forbidden to fast. If he does not fast on such days then this 
warning does not fast on such days then this warning does not apply to him. Sayyiduna 
Abu Talhah Ansari and Sayyiduna Hamzah ibh Amr Aslam -up&^j fasted always 

excepting the forbidden fasts and the Prophet Muhammad did not forbid them. 

Or, the prohibition is because perpetual fasts may cause weakness. If they do not, then it is 
not disallowed. Ibn Humam said that to fast always is makruh (tanzihi) (disapproved 
purigation) because it causes weakness. This is also the verdict of fatawa Aalamgiri and 
Durr Mukhtar. 

If anyone can fast two out of three days, then he may do so. Or, it is better to keep such fasts. 
As for fasting on alternate days, they are what prophet Dawud f'rt-Ji Up fasted and are 
moderate form of worship. Islam does not go to extremes. The philosophers of Islam have 
defined the formula that one should engage in seeking knowledge to such an extent that he 
does not give up performance of deeds. Similarly one should not occupy oneself in deeds 
till he cannot find time to learn. One should be moderate in both things. The best of every 
affair is the middle course and the worst is to go to the extremes. Hence: 


I bjL J 1 Igiofl) I I 

"The best of (voluntary) fasts is the fast of Prophet Dawud. 

However, the prophet Muhammad ^JUjUpisi wished that Allah should give him strength 
to fast on one of every three days, but others obligations should not be neglected. In other 
words, he conceded that he did not possess that much strength. He recommended this 
form of fasting too though he did not practice it because of lack of strength. 

The three fasts every month are on the days of 13 th , 14 th and 15 th . Some people, however, 
say that this reward is had on fasting on any three days of a month. This seems more 
correct as may be understood from the hadith (# 2046) of Sayyidah Ayshah 

FASTING ON MONDAY 


oi)J Jill 4- 51 d pJ Jp d^ ® 1 


(p— * 

2045. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah said that Allah's Messenger was 

asked about fasting on Monday. He said, "I was bom on this day and the revelation 
was sent down to me on it." 1 


THREE FASTS EVERY MONTH 


O* JpspiJ Sill dpi o-li til dfj (y • 1*0 


1 Muslim # 198-1162, Musnad Ahmad 5-299. 
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2046. Sayyidah Mu'adhah al-Adwiyah A^-an^j asked Sayyidah Ayshah "Did 

Allah's Messenger -a* ii JL® fast three days every month?" She said "Yes" She 
asked "On which days of the month did he fast?" She said, "He was not particular. 
about the days of the moth on which he fasted." 1 
COMMENTARY: Thus there is no binding to fast on 13 th , 14 th , 15 th of every month though 
more ahadith and aather give these dates. Other options also follow. 


SITTAH SHAWWAL 

^ • j Lafrj j»Lo L** (JlsJ 43J1 a 1)1 (Jj-ij ^ • j l «ol <31 0*3 ^ 

( jJu ~a ol gj') • ^ 6 >_\ltl~»<UL3l JLj 


2047. Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub Ansari A^-aa^j narrated that Allah's Messenger u*-3i»JL> 
(JL-j said, "He who fasts during Ramadan and then on six days on Shawwal, that is 
(for him) like fasting perpetually." 2 

COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi'I prefers that these six fasts must be kept from the 2 nd 
Shawwal to the 7 th . Imam Abu Hanifah contends that it is better to fast on different days 
within the month of Shawwal. 


DISALLOWED FAST 


O* J0~Z>3 (J^ £s^jiLl £3^ 0*3 ^ 

ST 

(<uip ( 3 o: 4)^>jJ l j 


2048. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al Khudri j narrated that Allah's Messenger & JU> 

. (*JL* jO* forbade fasting on (eed) ul fitr and an-Nahr. 3 

COMMENTARY: An nahr covers all the days of sacrifice and the days of al-tashriq. This is 
from 10 th of Dhul HIjjah to 13 th which is four days and one day of eed ul fitr (1 st Shawwal). 
It is forbidden to fast on these five days. 


j gCSJS Qj.’yZ, Ja 4ji jll jll Jij < T • l> ' > 


2049. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al Khudri also narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(jL-jUpifo JL® said, "Fasts must not be observed on two occasions: on the day of eed ul 
fitr and (four) days of al-adha (10 th to 13 th of Dhull Hijjah)." 4 


jjij jTf J\(\ &Jb\ j(5\ jLj il)i Ja jLi jj45 jl» jl* Jji4)l Si£i 6*j < T • ?: > 

' ■ j 

Ol— a a b j ) Ur^i 


1 Muslim # 194-1160, Abu Dawud # 2453, Tirmidhi # 763, Ibn Majah # 1709. 

2 Muslim # 204-1164, Tirmidhi # 759, Abu Dawud # 2433, Ibn Majah # 1716, Darimi # 1754. 

3 Bukhari # 1991, Muslim # 141-827, Tirmidhi # 772. 

4 Bukhari # 1197, Muslim # 140.827, Tirmidhi # 771. 
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2050. Sayyiduan Nabayshah al-Hudhali narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The days of al-tashriq are days of eating, drinking and remembering Allah." 1 
COMMENTARY: The days of tashriq are the 11 th , 12 th and 13 th of Dhull Hijjah. Here, the 
word covers the day of eed ul Adha too and it is the real day and these others are auxiliary 
to it. It is forbidden to fast on these four days (as it is on eed i(l fitr). 

Ibn Hammanm said that it is makruh (unbecoming) to fast on Nawruz and on Mihrjan 
(or Mahrajan) because fasting on these days will imply respect for them which Islamic 
Shari'ah (divine law) forbids. Of course, if anyone is fasting for days and these days happen 
to come in between then there is no blame on him, he may fast in continuation. 

Though the eed days are days of festivity, one must not neglect to remember Allah, referring to 

{And remember Allah during the specified days) (2:203) 

Remembrance of Allah also refers to takbir recited during the days of tashriq after each salah 
(prayer), the takbir while sacrificing the animals and the rami jamarat of these who perform 
Hajj (pilgrimage). 

FASTING ON FRIDAY 






2051. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah otters narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "None of you must fast on Friday, except that he has fasted a day prior to it or 

will fast on the day following it." 2 

COMMENTARY: The prohibition to fast on Friday alone is nahi tanzihi. Ibn Hammam <u?-j 
in said that Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad *»'*•*-j did not find harm in 
fasting on Friday alone. 


iiiil SH \±&£.'j jL.3 Ja sill jjJU jll JlSOf*» T ) 

\ iii . I a_Q / L * . ■ ) ■ j . 1 


2052. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Do not set aside the night of Friday Preceding it) specifically for worship and 
not set aside the day, Friday, specifically for fasting, except that it follows the fast 
(s) any of you is fasting." 3 

COMMENTARY: The Muslims should not exaggerate the respect of Friday beyond what is 
assigned to it, like the Jews and Christians who have set aside Saturday and Sunday 
respectively as exclusively days of worship. A person must occupy in worship all the time. 
He must hope for Allah's mercy always. It is wrong to engage .in worship at a specified 
time and he neglectful at other times. 


1 Muslim # 144-1141, Tirmidhi # 773. 

2 Bukhari # 1985, Muslim # 147-1144, Abu Dawud # 2420, Tirmidhi # 743, Ibn Majah # 1723, Musnad 
Ahmad 2-458. 

3 Muslim # 148-1144. 
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If anyone fasts on a certain date regularly and that falls on Friday, then he is not precluded 
from fasting on Friday by this hadith. 

Imam Nawawi inw-j said that this hadith clearly forbids that the night preceding Friday 
should be reserved for the salah (prayer) (of tahajjud (supererogatory prayer)). The ulama 
(Scholars) have cited this hadith also to declare that salat ur raghaib is a bidah and makruh 
(unbecoming). It is a salah (prayer) offered by some people exclusively on the night preceding 
the first Friday of Rajab. The ulama (Scholars) have written exhaustively on the straying of 
those who have invented this salah (prayer). 

Mawlana Ishaq however, said that he exponents of this hadith have elaborated their 
points of view. There is no need to do the same for the Hanafis because they do not say that 
it is makruh (unbecoming) to fast on Friday alone. Fatawa Alamgiri says that it is allowed to 
do so and Dur Makhtar.goes so far as to call it mustahab (desirable). They cite the hadith (# 
3058) of Abdullah ibn Mas'ud Perhaps it is the abrogater of all these ahadith tht 

seem to say that fasting on Friday is disallowed. 

REWARD FOR A FAST FOR ALLAH'S SAKE 


Sh 

2053. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khurdri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

{LsjaJpM said, "If anyone fasts for a day in Allah's path (while engaged in jihad, or 
merely for Allah's pleasure), then Allah will remove his face (meaning, his person) 
to a distance of seventy years from hell." 1 

MODERATION IN WORSHIP 

j>ji ^jji jjf- b jiLij cA o* * 

^ • jlj Tj ^1.9 Apj b (J? 


<L>13 




(*dc j <j£ 5^> Vj (JlA §4^ 

2054. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al Aas said that Allah's Messenger 

(►L-jUtdijL* said to him, "O Abdullah, have I not been told that you fast during the 
day and stand in salah (prayer) during the night?" He said, "Yes, O Messenger of 
Allah." He said, "Do not do so. Fast and go without fasting Stand in salah (prayer) 
and sleep. Your body has a right over you. Your eyes have a right over you. Your 
wife has a right over you, and visitor have a right over you. He who fasts 


1 Bukhari # 2840, Muslim # 168-1153, Tirmidhi # 1523, Nasai'i # 2244, Ibn Majah # 1717, Darimi # 
2399, Musnad Ahmad 3-59. 
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perpetually, (really) does not fast, but fasting three days in every month is like a 
perpetual fast, all of it. Fast three days every month and recite the Quran (from 
cover to cover) every month." He submitted. "I have strength to do more." So, he 
said, "Fast the best of fasts, the fast of Dawud f'A-Jtu*, fasting on alternate days, and 
recite the Quran once every seven night. And, do not go beyond that. 1 
COMMENTARY: This hadith emphasizes moderation in affairs particularly optional 
worship. Fasting three days in a month will be equivalent to a months fast at the rate of ten 
pieties for every one. 

SECTION II 

FASTING ON MONDAY & THURSDAY 


2055. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger used to 

observe (optional) fasts on Monday and Thursday. 2 

ujM-U gC&Uji jUfcVl J* si)' SjX $ jl» (Y ' n) 


°\ jj )btj •. ■ ^ 

2056. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said. Deeds (of men) are presented (To Allah) on Monday and Thursday. So, I like 
that mine should be presented while I am fasting." 3 
COMMENTARY: The deeds of the creatures are carried by the angels every morning and 
evening. Then they are presented to Allah every Thursday and Monday. 

FASTING THREE DAYS IN A MONTH 

6* iSlp bf bjLj j&sl Ji J* *bi jll jll p q\ cj-i < T • ° v > 

(tyUJij^JujUl.l 

2057. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger ( jL.j4JU-anjLo said 

(to him) "O Abu Dharr! If you fast three days in a month, then fast on the 
thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth (of the month)." 4 

COMMENTARY: Of the many ways to observe fasting on three days a month, this is the 
best. These days are called. Ayyam beed (shining night, silvery night, moonlit). 

ALLOWED TO FAST ON FRIDAY 




2058. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <u e-M^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 

used to fast on the first three day of the month (sometimes), and seldom did 


1 Bukhari # 1975, Muslim # 1820-1159, Abu Dawud # 2427, Nasai'i # 2389. 

2 Tirmidhi # 745, Musnad Ahmad 6-106. 

3 Tirmidhi # 747, Musnad Ahmad 5-250. 

4 Tiimidhi # 761, Nasai'i # 2422, Musnad Ahmad 5-150. 
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he not fast on Friday. 1 

Abu Dawud has up to 'three days of the month/ 

COMMENTARY: The Hanafis cite this hadith to establish that it is allowed to fast on Friday 
without fasting on the day before or after it. 

FASTING ON EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 


J^Vlj C. J . 11 1 6* jiiJ & 31)1 j* jjjij ^ cJll 6fi (x>0< ' ) 
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2059. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger ju» fasted 

one month on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, and next month on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. 2 

COMMENTARY: The previous hadith mentions Friday and this hadith the rest of the days 
of the week. Thus, he fasted on every day of the week without distinction. 

OPTIONAL FASTS FROM MONDAY OR THURSDAY 


sjji ciS^jUs 4* cJii v v > 


jjta y>\ 

2060. Sayyidah Umm Salamah said that Allah's Messenger 

commended her to fast three days each month beginning on Monday or Thursday. 3 
COMMENTARY: The choice is with the person who fast to commence on Monday or Thursday. 

PERPETUAL FASTS DISALLOWED 


dl v£*jl 1 its cri^j p-UjJI J^j ^ • jLaq 5LoS- ^ ♦ jl. 
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2061. Sayyiduna Muslim al-Qurashiy said that he asked, or someone else 

asked, Allah's Messenger about perpetual fasting. He said, "Surely, your 

family has a right over you. So, fast during Ramadan and the days that follow it 
(meaning, sitta shawwal), and every Wednesday and Thursday. In that case, you 
will have fasted fast always - all the time." 4 


MAKRUH (DISAPPROVED) TO FAST AT ARAFAT 

(j§b«jlol 9 ^3J' t 4^3'/Ji JU*J ^ • j l& }■£ }■&LJ^" 9 ^ 


2062. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

forbade the fasting of the fast of the day of Arafah at Arafah. 5 


1 Abu Dawud # 2450, Tirmidhi # 742, Nasai'i # 2368, Musnad Ahmad 1-406. 

2 Tirmidhi # 746. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2452, Nasai'i # 2419. 

4 Abu Dawud # 2432, Tirmidhi # 748. 

5 Abu Dawud # 2440. 
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COMMENTARY: This prohibition nahi tanzihi in order that the pilgrim might retain 
strength to be able to perform other deeds at Arafat. 


DISALLOWED TO FAST ONLY ON SATURDAY 


^i^4^6*j (Y, '' T ' ) 
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2063. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn’ Busr narrated on the authority of^his sister 

(Sayyidah) as Samma that Allah's Messenger said, "Do not fast 

on Saturday unless it is made obligatory for you. And, if any of you cannot get 
anything but a grape skin or piece of wood from a tree, then he must chew it." 1 
COMMENTARY: The fast is disallowed on Saturday to act differently from the Jews who 
respect this day. If this day coincides with a day on which fasting is obligatory or mustahab 
(desirable) or sunnah muwakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet then the fast 

may be observed. If one does not find anything with which to break the fast then he may 
break it somehow or other. 


EXCELLENCE OF FAST FOR ALLAH'S SAKE 


(tsJuoS Uf 'Cpi 

2064. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah ***narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "If anyone fasts for a day in Allah's path, Allah will put between him and hell 
a pit as wide as distance between heaven and earth." 2 
COMMENTARY: In the path of Allah could be jihad, Hajj (pilgrimage) or umrah, or seeking 
knowledge, or simply to please Allah. Just one day's fast with this objective will get him a 
tremendous obstruction between him and hell. 


FASTING IN WINTER GETS REWARD WITHOUT TOIL 



jcajpl-J JlS a d o\jj 

2065. Sayyiduna Aamir ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL-j said, "Fasting in winter is a cold booty (gaining reward without exhaustion). 3 






2066. The hadith of Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ M about the days dearest to 
Allah is (# 1471) in the chapter on sacrifices. 


1 Abu Dawud # 2421, Tirmidhi # 744, Ibn Majah # 1726, Darimi # 1749, Musnad Ahmad 2-168. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1624. 

3 Tirmidhi # 797, Musnad Ahmad 4-335. 
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SECTION III Ajfli 

WHY FAST OF AASHURA 

U5J431 jLs.j. 9 >ji jiiJ ^ &1! <dJI jj-ij vijl (Y ' * YV) 
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2067. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that when Allah's Messenger 

came to Madinah, he found the Jews fasting on the day of aashura. So, he asked them 
about the peculiarity of the day on which they fasted. They said, "It is a great day. 
Allah delivered Musa and his people and drowned Fir'awn and his people on it. So, 
Musa fasted on it to give thanks and we too fast on it." He said, "We have more right 
(to it) and are nearer to Musa ?%Juip than you are." So Allah's Messenger jd-'jUp^jUo 
fasted on it and commanded (the sahabah (companions) to fast on it. 1 


FASTS ON SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


AS-Vi jpj >J3 >Lj s#£ J-a -Li jjjy dJt! Ids 41 iAj (T •' w) 
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2068. Sayyidah Umm Salamah narrated that to fast on Saturday and Sunday more 
than he fasted on other days, saying, "These two (days) are eed (days of festival) for 
the polytheists, and I like to counter them. 2 
(They do not fast on these days). 

COMMENTARY: The Jews and Christian are called polytheists because the former say that 
Prophet Uzayr —lua<- is the son of Allah and the latter name Prophet Easa ^-Juie. as his son. 
Previously the hadith (# 2063) disallows fasting on Saturday. This hadith speaks 
specifically of the Prophet Muhammad J^> that he did fast on Saturday and 

Sunday. The previous hadith (2063) speaks of what the umah should not do. Or, we may 
say that the disallowance is if the fast on these days is kept out of respects for them while it 
is liked if the polytheists are contradicted by fasting on these days. (In other words, it 
depends on the intention behind the fasting.) 


FASTING ON AASHURA WAS EMPHASIZED BEFORE RAMADAN 'S FASTS WERE 

PRESCRIBED 

tij£j JLzi il j-i jill j_pj jt! sjdi 0*3 (T ' ^ } 
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2069. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Samurah said that Allah's Messenger 


1 Bukhari # 2004, Muslim # 127.1130, Abu Dawud # 2444, Ibn Majah # 1734, Musnad Ahmad 6-324. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 6-324. 
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used to command them to fast on the day of aashura and would encourage them to 
do it, and was watchful over them when the day was on them. However, when (the 
fasting in) Ramadan was prescribed, he ceased to command or forbid them to fast 
on the day Of aashua and he didnot watch over them. 1 


SUNNAH MUWAKKADAH (EMPHASIZED PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET FASTS 

w .)| j f,\^ c-dl9 *LaLa. ^ ^ 




2070. Sayyidah Hafsah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (JL.jUtiuijL* did 

not neglect four things (they being sunnah muwakkadali (emphasized practice of Holy 
Prophet (d-jUpajU)). They were; fasting on the day of aashura, the ten days of Dhul 
HIjjah (on the first nine of which he fasted), fasting on three days every month, and 
offering two raka'at before the fajr (fard (compulsory), the sunnah of fajr). 2 


FASTING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH 


^ £3 u^4l M JW ^Lj dll Ja *jji jjjy jll yZj a-v') 
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2071. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger (d-jUp-aitju never 

missed the fasts of the ayyam ul beed whether he was at home or travelling. 
(Ayyam beed are the 13 th , 14 th and 15 th of each month). 3 
COMMENTARY: Ayyam ul beed are the days whose nights have moonlight almost all 
through. They are bright and shinning. Or, the days themselves are beed because fasting on 
them removes the darkness of sin and brightens hearts. 

Also, when prophet Aadam f**-JiAJip was sent down to earth from heaven, his entire body 
turned black. When his repentance was accepted, he was commanded to fast on these three 
days. So when he fast ed on the thirteenth, one third of his body became white again. On 
the fourteenth two thirds of it was white and on the fifteenth all of his body reverted to its 
original whiteness. 


THE SEQUENCE OF THREE FASTS EACH MONTH: As for the three masnun fasts 
every month, there are twelve combinations for them. 

(i) Unspecified dates and may be kept at any dates during the month. 

(ii) First three days of the month. 

(iii) Any Saturday, Sunday and Monday during the month. 

(iv) Any Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday during the month. 

(v) On the ayyam ul beed, 13 th , 14 th and 15 th of the month. 

(vi) The first of these on Monday and the other two on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

(vii) The first on Thursday and the other two on Friday and Saturday. 

(viii) The first on the first Monday of the lunar month and the other two on two Thursdays, 
(ix) The first on the first Thursday of the lunar month and the other two on two Mondays. 


1 Muslim # 125-1128. 

2 Nasai'i # 2415. 

3 Nasai'i # 2345. 
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(x) On Monday, Thursday and again next Monday. 

(xi) One fast every ten days. 

(xii) During the last days of the month. 

While one has choice, it is better to fast on the ayyam ul beed (13 th , 14 th , 15 th ). Reward will 
accrue in any case. 


FIFTY ONE FASTS:.The masnun fasts in the whole year are fifty-one. These three fasts 
each month come to thirty three (excluding Ramadan), nine of Dhull Hijjah from 1 st to 9 th , 
one of the day of aashura, one a day prior to it or a day after it, one on 15 th Sha'ban and six 
in Shawwal called sitta Shawwal. 


FASTING IS ZAKAH (ANNUAL DUE CHARITY) OF BODY 

ijui fcj tei iisi Ja jin j jjj jts jti ijsji ^1 &j (* •' VT ) 
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2072. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "There is a zakah (Annual due charity) for everything and the zakah (Annual 

due charity) of the body is fasting." 1 

COMMENTARY: Zakah (Annual due charity) increases and purifies. The Zakah (Annual due 
charity) of the body makes it sound and purifies it spiritually. Though fasting seems to 
weaken the body, yet in reality, it makes it healthy and strong. It also purifies it of sins. 


EXCELLENCE OF MONDAY & THURSDAY 

siji JjiS la Jgl urfJ-li gg&i jjsJ pa ^ jhj & Sill J* ,^31 ilzj Of •• vr) 
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2073. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad JL> 

used to fast on Monday and Thursday. Someone mentioned it to him, "O 
Messenger of Allah, you do fast on Monday and Thursday." He said, "Surely, on 
Monday and Thursday, Allah forgives every Muslim except the two who have severed 
ties of kinship. He says. Leave them alone till they reconcile with one another." 2 

FASTING FOR ALLAH'S PLEASURE 


S 9-5 9 ol 9-J —Ia CjLa l Jj&‘ T Uav-jl 


2074. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

^j said, "If anyone fasts for a day seeking to please Allah thereby, then Allah 
removes him from hell to such a distance as a crow flies from the time it is 
young till it dies of old age." 3 


1 Ibn Majah # 1745, Musnad Ahmad 2.229. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1745, Musnad Ahmad 2-229. 

3 Musnad Ahmad 2-526. 
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2075. Sayyiduna Salamah ibn Qays also narrated it. 1 

COMMENTARY: The crow is said to live for thousands of years. Allah will put one who 
fasts to please him to a distance traversed in that number of years. 

Bayhaqi has transmitted a hadith that the Prophet Muhammad said, "The 

sleep of one who fasts is recorded as worship. His silence is tasbih (glorification of Allah). 
His deed is multiplied and his prayer is granted and his sins are forgiven. 

Bayhaqi j has also transmitted that the Prophet Muhammad said that Allah 

said to a Prophet of Banu Isr'ail that he should inform his people, "Whoever fasts to please 
Allah, He will give strength and health to his body and grant him abundant reward." 
Khatib reported that the Prophet Muhammad said, "If anyone observed 

supererogatory fasts in such a way that no one learn of it, then Allah is pleased with a 
reward for him that is not short of paradise." 

Also, Allah's Messenger pi-said that Allah has table spread with such bounties as 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard of and no mind perceived. Only those who fast will sit at 
that table spread. 


CHAPTER - VIII 


SUPEREROGATORY FASTS & IFTAR 
SECTION I 

INTENTION TO FAST THE OPTIONAL DURING DAYTIME 


Villas j£ 11% olj£l31I ^(J-a.5U XS 4 II (^w*\) 
\LS-%^a>\ Juoi.9 (JUU 1 11 4 UI (Jj-ij b lit2i J-M Ujj 15 bi jsJ J4Lz> I j} Jls 

CjjJu— p ol^j) — 


2076. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

came to her one day and asked if she had anything (to eat). She said that she had 
nothing. So, he said, "Then, I shall fast." On another day, when he came, she told 
him that someone had presented to them hays (a mixture of dates and clarified 
butter). He said, "Show it to me I had began the day fasting." But, he ate it. 2 
COMMENTARY: The question about forming an intention to fast has been discussed in the 
introductory pages of chapter IV. Except for Imam Maalik all scholars agree that 

intention for the optional fast may be formed during the day. 

The ulama (Scholars) agree on the basis of this hadith that an optional fast may be nullified 
without any reason. Imam Abu Hanifah and his follower-imams, however, hold that 
once an optional fast is begun, it is wajib (obligatory) to complete it, unless there is a cogent 
reason for it and even then it will have to be redeemed. They say that though no reason has 
been mentioned in this hadith, the prophet Muhammad had a reason for 

breaking his optional fast. 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman, # 3590. 

2 Muslim 170-1154, Abu Dawud # 5455, Nasai'i # 2322, Musnad Ahmad 6-207. 
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CAN INVITATION BE AN EXCUSE 

IjJdCrl (JIa9 U^J ^ 

jj >:u ci cj 


(t?jt>«J! oljj) -U-& 

2077. Sayyiduna Anas -up i»t narrated that the Prophet Muhammad jJ-j & J~*> 
visited (Sayyidah) Umm Sulaym ** 4>i She presented him some dates and 
clarified butter, but he excused himself, "Put back your butter in its pot and your 
eats in their bowl, for, I am fasting." Then he stood in a comer of the house and 
offered a salah (prayer) that was other than a prescribed salah (prayer), and prayed 
for (sayyidah) Umm Sulaym -up-ii^j and the people of her house. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ,*JL. j -Op i»i j-e did not break his fast despite 
the invitation because he knew that Sayyidah Umm Sulaym -up-it^j would not be 
grieved at his refusal. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that an invitation to eat is enough excuse for both the guest and 
host to break their optional fast, if either of them would feel grieved at the other's 
rejection. But, the fast should be redeemed later. If no one is likely to mind, then the fast 
should not be broken. 

One who fast and is a visitor to anyone, must pray for the host and his family. It is mustahub. 




(Y•VA) 



I jj (Jll tJj.Ji^-3 


0 1y_pj*JaXl.9 

2078. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up-an^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said, "If any of you is invited to a meal while he is fasting, he must say, 'I am fasting." 
According to another version. He said. "If any of you is invited, he must accept it and if he 
is fasting, then he must pray (two raka'at optional salah (prayer)). But, if he is not fasting, 
then he must eat (the meal)." 2 

COMMENTARY: If he host is likely to be worried or revengeful that the guest does not eat 
his food the it is wajib (obligatory) for the guest to break the fast. If the host will be pleased 
that his guest had not eaten his meal then it is mustahab (desirable) to break the fast. If it is 
likely to be the same either way, then the guest must excuse himself, 'I am fasting.' 


SECTION II -J&\ 

o pU. it*&■* dJl! JcA (Y *’ v< ^ 

Jo\ a]j\S 3il jlls dblJ— 1 4^9 O plfU.9 


1 Bukhari # 1982. 

2 Muslim # 159-1150,781, Ibn Majah 1750, Darimi # 1737, Musnad Ahmad 2-507. 
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V cLJ tl cjf 1145 jlis ■ 


Jj .Jlsl 1 IsJ -ill b vfJUl ^ cLs^i.9 £JU 


Cs±*jS\3 c|i 5jl5j$l oljj «(iJ_Ls5 sjjj. i-iJj-^5 }Ai V <JlI 

>sU *l£ vjjl, -uJi pjls£il J4IIII jlil I44U <4! Ul -Ll b cJHI 


2079. Sayyiduna Umm Hani ^ -ii narrated that on the day of the conquest pf 
Makkah, Sayyidah Fatimah *icame and sat to the left of Allah's Messenger JL» 
(jL.jUs.it! while Sayyidah Umm Hani A^ia^j sat to his right. A female slave brought a 
vessel containing something to drink she gave it to the Prophet (jL.jUpiti ju>. He 
drank some and handed it over to (Sayyidah) Umm Hani -upin^j who too drank 
from it. Saying, "O Messenger of Allah, I was fasting and I broke my fast." He 
asked, "Were you redeeming a fast." She said, "No" He said, "If it was an optional 
fast, there is no harm." 1 

According to another version: she said, "O Messenger of Allah, I was fasting." He 
said, "One who fasts the optional is the decider for himself. If he likes, he may fast. 

If he likes, he may break his fast." 2 3 

COMMENTARY: If anyone breaks the optional fast for some reason, then he will have to 
redeem it. 

The scholars of hadith question the soundness of this hadith Tirmidhi declared that its 
isnad is not sound. Mundhri said that it is not established and its isnad is disputed. 


oliij-Al (4^44 Lo Li I ouS* c-J Is J-M 0^3 O’ • A*) 

td\ jli kL> \Ml I bJ U ti£di*i}l Jpj b cJlil bifid 

p 

^p. 3 j J^LajLI as .Lsi l£^ 2 jUl olJ _5 —La 4 $ 

(3 s - »J> o®- Sjjz- lA SJIS jSl 0 1Jjj ILj&J SjJ^- (3^- IJ^dj 


2080. Sayyiduna Zuhri reported on the authority of Sayyiduna Urwah 
that Sayyidah Ayshah narrated, "Hafsah and I were fasting and we were 

offered some food. We craved for it and ate a little of it. Then Hafsah said, 'O 
Messenger of Allah, we were fasting but food was brought to us and we were 
tempted to eat it and ate some of it/ He said, 'Redeem it by fasting on another day/' 
Tirmidhi transmitted it and also named a number of traditions its who reported 
from zuhri from (Sayyidah) Ayshah in a mursal form without naming 

Urwah and it is more sound. And Abu Dawud transmitted it from Zumayl 
ifl the freedman of Urwah from Urwah ii***-j from Sayyidah Ayshah 
COMMENTARY: The Hanafis go by this hadith that the Prophet Muhammad (JLjUpin JL-. 


1 Abu Dawud # 2456, Tirmidhi # 731. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 6-342. 

3 Abu Dawud # 457, Tirmidhi # 735, Muwatta Maalik # 50, Musnad Ahmad 6-263. 
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command to redeem the fast was of the nature of wajib (obligatory). So, an optional fast too 
must be redeemed when broken. 

The Shaft's However, say that the command was of the qature of mustahab (desirable) and 
they maintain that it is not wajib (obligatory) to redeem an optional broken fast. 


EATING IN THE PRESENCE OF ONE WHO IS FASTING 
l£) id JL9 JXj JXZjA&Z ^1)1 cJL cAj ^ 


a .^ 4^31 ojlsf 



p y ^ 

0^.1 oljj) 

2081. Sayyidah Umm Umarah Bint Ka'b said that the Prophet Muhammad 

visited her. She had food brought for him, and he too invited her to eat 
with him, but she said, "I am fasting." So, he said, "When food is eaten in his 
presence, the angels invoke blessings on him who fasts till those who eat (in front 
of him) have finished." 1 


SECTION III dJiai 

j!Lj4&2b 1 

Jff u iS$Ui id ufe £-4 b o s>it *!£i a Jilj 



2082. Sayyiduna Buraydah <5si narrated that (Sayyiduna) Bilal ** in visited 
Allah's Messenger (Ju-j U* is ju. while he was having his breakfast (morning meal). 
He said, "Have the meal, O Bilal." He said , "I am fasting O Messenger of Allah." 
So Allah's Messenger said, "We eat our provision while Bilal's excellent 

provision is in paradise. Were you aware, O Bilal that the bones of one who is 
fasting glorify Allah and the angels seek forgiveness for him as long as food is 
eaten in his presence?" 2 


CHAPTER - IX 

LAYLAT UL QADR (THE NIGHT OF POWER) jll JlSkJolj 

The greatness and excellence of the Night of Power - Laylat ul qadr - will be highlighted in 
this chapter. The signs when this night is most likely to appear will be mentioned. It is so 
called because on this night are decreed the provision, life span and death of the creatures 
for the year Some say that because it is great in estimation, it is called laylat ul qadr, 'qadr' 
being to value. 


1 Tirmidhi # 785, Ibn Majah # 1748, Darimi # 1738, Musnad Ahmad 6-365. 

2 Bayhaqi # 3582. 
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Many opinion are expressed on determining this night. Most of the ahadith place it in the 
month of Ramadan particularly during its last ten day s on it odd night. Most ulama 
(Scholars) place it on the twenty seventh night of Ramadan. 

The opportunity of laylat'ul qadr is specifically bestowed on the ummah of Muhammad ju® 
so that they might earn abundant reward in spite of their short lives. When the 
Prophet Muhammad learnt of the very long lives of the past ummahs, he felt 

grieved that members of his ummah would not be able to amass pious deeds which those 
of the past ummahs had opportunity to amass. Hence, Allah, the exalted, granted this 
ummah the laylat ul qadr that is better than one thousand months - because of the prayer of 
the Prophet jU^iisijLo. 

According to another tradition carried by Ibn Abu Hatim & the noble Prophet 
Muhammad (►L.jU*-5ii cS U> mentioned four men of Banu Isra'il who had worshipped Allah, 
Mighty and Glorious, for as long as eighty years. They had not been disobedient to Allah 
for even a moment. They were: 

(i) Prophet Ayyub fV-JiUp (Job). 

(ii) Prophet Zakariya (OLJuJp (Zachariya), 

(iii) Prophet Hizqil —HaJLp- (Ezakiel), and; 

(iv) Prophet Yusha ibn Noon (OLJiaJp (Joshuo). 1 

The sahabah (companions) were surprised, (if they had a long life span they too 

could devote themselves to worship of Allah.) Sayyiduna Jibril came to the Prophet 

Muhammad and disclosed that Allah had bestowed on them great good and he 

recited to the Prophet Muhammad ^the surah al Qadr: (jXaioJLJ^auJjiiut) (to the end). 
He said laylat ul qadr that was given to the Prophet Muhammad and his ummah 

was better than that which he and his ummah craved. This pleased the Prophet 
Muhammad very much. 

One thousand months equal eighty - three years and four months. The verse says that 
laylat ul qadr is better than one thousand months or eighty three years and four months 
On this night, Allah directs His mercy particularly on the lowest heaven from sunset to 
dawn. The angels and the pure souls descend to meet the righteous and the devoted 
worshippers. It was on this night that the noble Quran began to be revealed. The angels 
were created on this night, and the mould of Sayyiduna Aadam (OLJiUp was put together. 
Trees were planted in paradise. 

Reward for worship in this night is many times the reward for worship at other times. This 
is the night on which prayers of the creatures gain approval from the Mighty Lord. 

Shari’ah (divine law) has not disclosed when laylat ul qadr falls. If the night was pointed out, 
then people would not have worshipped at other times as eagerly. They would have 
worshipped on that particular night and bear satisfied that they have accomplished 
worship of more than a year. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone keeps vigil in every night of the year and worships 
Allah then, insha Allah, he will gain the good fortune of this night Hence, it is said: 


1 See stories of the Prophet (Ibn Khatir) respectively, p 165, 297 and 243 English translation, 

Dar ul Isha'at Karachi. 
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j jujJ 14JJJ l j jJs jJ Cj* 

"He who does not esteem the night to keep vigil therein cannot recognize the 
greatness of laylat ul qadr." 

Some ulama (Scholars) maintain that there are some signs of this night that are described in 
the ahadith and aathar, some of which the saintly persons have detected. Tabari i'w-j has 
reported from some people that, on this night, the trees prostrate themselves before the 
Mighty Lord. They drop themselves on the ground and revert to their original condition. 
Similarly, every other things goes down in prostration on this night. 

However, the correct thing is that it is not necessary to discern these things to fix this night. 
Many people find this night without observing the prostration of the trees or any thing 
else. It is very possible that of two man at one place. One may perceive the signs but the 
other may see nothing though both get the night and its blessings. 

The greatest of these signs is that, on this sacred night, one is enabled and induced to 
worship and remember Allah and pray to him with humility and submission and sincerity. 
When this happens, he must know that he has seized the opportunity and good fortune. 

If one can keep awake all night to worship Allah then it is the best thing, provided he does 
not fall ill or does not slacken in the discharge of the fard (compulsory) and sunnah 
muivakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet If he is likely to fulter, then he 

must keep awake only as much as he can do easily. Insha Allah, he will achieve his aim. 

4l)I La jj ~(\JalLC, ^ <_ j 

{And that there shall be for man naught except that for which he make effort} (53:39) 
May Allah enable us! 


La V L '• 9) 


SECTION I 

POINTATION OF LAYLAT UL QADR 


jyiijjiiit 


^ 1 6-5 1 1jj£ jLzs iih jii! jj-Sj jii dill ££ ( Y * Ar ) 


oljj) 

2083. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ j Up iii ^ said, 

"See laylat ul qadr in the last ten nights of Ramdan in its odd dated nights." 1 
COMMENTARY: These are the twenty first, twenty third, twenty fifth, twenty seven and 
twenty ninth nights of Ramadan. 


^IjVl d/USljS j% j £b jj ijJ\ jLj $1)1 4 I 1 I j JJJ jlil£4^1 4 


2084. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar <&' j said that some men among the sahabah of the 


1 Bukhari # 2017, Muslim # 219-1169, Abu Dawud # 1385, Tirmidhi # 792, Muwatta Maalik # 10 (3 
Itikaf), Musnad Ahmad 6-50. 
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Prophet Muhammad ,*JL.j U* & were shown the night of power to be in the last 

seven nights (of Ramadan) in their dream. So, Allah's Messenger <*JL.jUoiiit ju said, 'I 
see that your dreams concur concerning the last seven nights. Hence, whoever looks 
for it must search it in the last seven nights/' 1 
COMMENTARY: The seven nights could be: from twenty first to twenty seventh, or the last 
seven from twenty third to twenty ninth. This last seems to be more correct. 

(ja 4 I (JLs I sjj l u^cA\0^3 ^ 

o\jj)£gZ3 ‘jjjLzQtjiZj AjL-ib 

2085. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "Seek it in the last ten nights of Ramadan - laylat ul qadr on the ninth 
remaining (which is the twenty first), seventh remaining (which is the twenty 
third), or fifth remaining (which is the twenty fifth)." 2 
COMMENTARY: One should engage in worship, dhikr and recitation of the Quran in these 
nights to earn the merit of laylatul qadr. The hadith has adopted a style of pointed these 
nights which has been interpreted in parenthesis. Although this seems to be a correct 
interpretation, Allamah Yahya &***> said that the hadith refers to the twenty third, twenty 
fourth and twenty sixth nights. 

Cja j jS? | jisJ I | jiij jdc & I all I j jj,J ^ 16*J (Y * AV “ Y ’ M > 

jiil kJj ji q jisjVi jiiJi ji 

-cLdfJjVijisiiviifcti ji Mu I 

O.juao^>j jl di9 >4-UVt iJl£i»X)l 9 ^SuaS^Ic-l LiSl.qjj&S 

ci q LiJ .f..o t) Is Ljz>w^ q\l»j S'Li q »x>wl »V3^ I 41 X-J I Jj!i 

C JjJij X>Jtf I Ofqf *$1 jls ^ 

^ull 

jJL 9 q9 q LiSl,q t JlA9 4jj3 


o \jj ) —aJu3 

2086. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-khudri A^ia^j narrated that Allah's Messenger A& 1 JL 0 
(*JL-jaJp observed I'tikaf (Seclusion(for worship in a mosque) in the first ten days of 
Ramadan. Then he observed I'tikaf (Seclusionifor worship in a mosque) in the 
middle (second) ten days in a Turkish tent. After that, he brought out his head 
(from the tent) and said, "I observed the I'tikaf (Seclusionifor worship in a mosque) 
to seek laylat ul qadr in the first ten days. Then, I observed the I'tikaf (Seclusionifor 


- v» 

1 Bukhari # 2015, Muslim # 25-1165, Muwatta Maalik it 14 (I'tikaf), Musnad Ahmad 2-17. 

2 Bukhari # 2021, Abu Dawud # 1383, Tirmidhi-# 794, Darimi # 1781, Muwatta Maalik # 13, (I'tikaf). 
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worship in a mosque) in the middle ten days. Then an angel came to me and told me 
that laylat ul qadr appears in the last ten days (of Ramadan). Hence, whoever 
wishes to observe the I'tikaf (Seclusion(for ivorship in a mosque) with me should do 
so in the last ten days. I was shown it in a dream, hen made to forget it. I saw myself 
prostrating in water and clay in the morning succeeding (the night). So seek it in the 
last ten (nights) and seek it in every odd dated night." The narrator continues to say; 
"That night (on which he saw the dream) it had rained. The mosque that had a 
thatched roof dripped, and my eyes saw Allah's Messenger's forehead with drops 
of water and clay on the morning succeeding the twenty first night." 1 
Muslim has it up to 'it is in the last ten days." Bukhari has the remaining to. 
According to another version: 

2087. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Unays narrated that (instead of twenty first 

night) the twenty third night." 2 

ANOTHER SIGN 


Jjil & Sjk *±)\, diia gi cJL jl! cA ofi (T *■ M) 

1 4 tJ! j 4 tl \ & is 4 Uf oillli jgi ^ sij & I is* J jlia ^ 

(JjljJ tjSl V <■ Jji USlJ _^-lj Vl 

Yj^sja til jLja&ihl (Sjill ^l ZiVlj'l Isl 


✓ ^ 

2088. Sayyiduna Zirr ibn Hubaysh ***-.> said that he pointed out to Sayyiduna 
Ubayy ibn Ka'b that his brother (in religion) Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud 

said that if anyone keeps vigil every night throughout the year, then he will find 
laylat id qadr. Ubayy said, "May Allah have mercy on him! He said so to 

prevent people from relying (only on that night). Rather, he was aware that it was in 
Ramadan and one of its last ten nights and that is the twenty seventh." Then, he 
swore, without saying insha Allah, that it was the twenty seventy. Zirr asked 
him on what basis he could assert that and called him (by his kunyah) Abu 
Mundhir. He said, 'By the sign, or indication, that Allah's Messenger 
informed us that the sun rises on its morning without rays." 3 
COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud did not want the people to depend on any 

one night and sit the rest of the time out without action. His intention was that they must 
engage in worship regularly and sincerely. 

Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b said that the twenty seventh was laylat ul qadr and swore 

about it without saying insha Allah. This was his strong presumption. If anyone says insha 
Allah at the same time as swearing about what he says then his oath is not only not a firm 
statement but also not fulfilled in Shari'ah (divine law). 


^Bukhari # 2016, Muslim # 213-1167, Abu Dowud # 1382, Muwatta Maalik # 9 (I'tikaaf). 
^Muslim # 218-1168 
3 Muslim # 220.762. 
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The sign of laylat ul qadr mentioned in this hadith is such as may be verified practically. 
EXTRA EXERTION DURING LAST TEN DAYS OF RAMADAN 


VLa ^ 4U1 ^< & c-JIs 0^~j (Y*M) 


0»^ ao bj)-^Ci 

2089. Sayyidah Ayshah said that Allah's messenger used to make 

exceptional effort (in worship) during the last ten nights such as he did not do any 
other time. 1 


j (J-^ jJJI ^ c-JU l&ic-J 


—*dJ&l JaflilJ 

2090. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger braced 

himself for more worship as the last ten nights commenced. He stayed awake and 
wake up his family. 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ^0 remained awake for most of the night 
and also, sometimes, all the night in worship. He did not keep awake all through often. 

He awakened his wives, daughters, female slaves and male slaves during the last ten days of 
Ramadan. He get them to be engaged in worship and qualify for the blessing of laylat ul qadr. 


SECTION II 

SUPPLICATION ON THE LAYLAT UL QADR 
CJjj.J£4iJI 4>o«v*oj aS.[a c£\j o\jj — ^J.c- oap-U CJjj.JiS 

-- *»\i *’-A\ & J 2 { ' 

— y>s- 

2091. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she asked Allah's Messenger u**»»JU> 

(J-ij, 'What, if I recognize the night that is laylat ul qadr, may I pray?" He said that 
she should say: 

JjLe. iwifrU JjLdl CL^-jac. v£JLiJ,jL|JJl 

'O Allah, you are the forgiving you love to forgive. So, do forgive me" 3 
COMMENTARY: This supplication embraces all good of this world and the next. The 
greatest good fortune of anyone is forgiveness and pardon from Allah. It is the utmost of 
all goodness. Nothing is better from a creature than praying to Allah for forgiveness. 

NIGHTS THAT COULD BE LAYLAT UL QADR 

Q I ^ U Sjk J-Ui & 4i3l ^1 jti && o' L^i (YY} 


1 Muslim # 8-1175, Ibn Majah # 1767, Musnad Ahmad 6-82. 

2 Bukhari # 2024, Muslim # 7-1174, Nasai'i # 1639, Ibn Majah # 3850, Musnad Ahmad 6-41. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3513, Ibn Majah # 3850, Musnad Ahmad 6-171. 
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2092. Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah said that he heard Allah's Messenger *,Ap«5iiJU> 

(tJL.j say, "Seek it meaning laylat ul qadr -when nine nights remain or seven remain 
or five remain or those remain or in the last." 1 
(These are the 29 th , 27 th , 25 th , 23 rd or the last of Ramadan.) 


BUT ONLY IN RAMADAN 


$ 4 c£ ^ ( Y ’^) 


• oljJ Jlflj 3JI joljjj 

2093. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL*jA«lp<3n tf U» was 

asked about laylat ul qadr. He said, "It is in every Ramadan." 2 
(It is mawquf at ibn Umar) . 


COMMENTARY: The word of the hadith (oUm,>s) could mean as translated, or 'throughout 
Ramadan on any of its nights, not merely the last ten nights. This second would imply that 
having given this information, the Prophet Muhammad ( *JL.j* s ip-iiJU later narrowed it down 
to the last ten nights of Ramadan. 


TWENTY THIRD IS LAYLAT UL QADR 


ufj Q Jj45 15 dJi ji* u^jfy? ifcj< T •*<■> 

Js 9 UJ &5 Jjif jtil ill Ji ui^JT jfH. Qjia 4 ji 

I jll f^r^l £^5 ill | j| I-...* ail Jjjb . < & (_JU 


2094. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Unays -up a narrated that he submitted, "O 
Messenger of Allah, I have a home in the desert and I reside there. Praise belongs to 
Allah, I offer salah (prayer) there. Instruct me of a night on which I may come to 
this mosque." He said, "Come here on the twenty third night." (Later on) his son 
was asked about his father's practice. He said, "He would enter the mosque after 
having offered the salah (prayer) of asr and he never went out of it for any purpose 
(contrary to I'tikaf (Seclusion(for worship in a mosque )) till he had offered the salah 
(prayer) of fajr. After having prayed the fajr, he found his (riding) beast at the gate 
of the mosque. He then mounted it and returned to his desert." 3 


COMMENTARY: This hadith does not determine the date of laylat ul qadr. The Prophet 
Muhammad (X*j *-1p & J-e had learnt of the date for that particular year, so he instructed 
Abdullah -up-ii^j to go to the mosque on the twenty third. However, he misunderstood it to 
mean that laylat ul qadr was on the twenty third always. Also, the Prophet Muhammad ^ 


1 Tirmidhi # 794, Musnad Ahmad 5-36. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1387. 

V 3 Abu Dawud # 1380. 


1 
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,JL-jAJU-in did not generally know of the night, but learnt of it sometimes. 


SECTION III dJiluJ-iiil 

KNOWLEDGE OF LAYLAT UL QADR TAKEN AWAY FROM PROPHET 

lJ\ V '■ 3 ^ J~U.3 .JfVSz aIiL JjT AJ.V JUU .f ^ .LLjl l>5 


bi-15 j La o ~ , l la 

2095. Sayyiduna Ubadah ibn as-Samit narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

(d-jUtii came out to tell them about laylat ill qadr. Two men among the Muslim 
quarrelled with one another. He said, "I came out to inform you of laylat ul qadr 
but so and so quarrelled with one another, so the knowledge was taken away (from 
me). Perhaps. This is better for you. So seek it on the ninth (twenty ninth), seventh 
(twenty seventh), and fifth (twenty fifth)." 1 

COMMENTARY: The two disputing men were Abdullah ibn Ubayy (or Abu) Hadhru and 
Kab ibn Maalik. 

That the knowledge was taken away was better in the sense that people would now make 
more effort and not sit tight. 



MERIT OF LAYLAT UL QADR 

^ i5i jLj in j-s* i j jj,j ji! ji! u S\ v • ^> 

^£5 v ^ I jl® l ^>4b ■^4®' ^ "• (l^S 

oj^\ ^ • j\ «Jlj4“ tljj Ib < U .o. c - (jj U b jlia <dS4jb » JL&j ^b -M 

ji 1jJl^UjJ jl! 

jl! cjI iii I4i viiij i! IpUJI jjil B&JJ tJjtej 

Sljj «j4t l jjil 


2096. Sayyiduna Anas **■ <&i narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ said, 
'when it is laylat ul qadr, Jibril comes down with a number of angels. They 

pray for each of the men who stand (in salah (prayer)) or sit (making dhikr) to 
remember Allah, Might and Glorious, when it is the day of their eed, meaning eed 
ul fitr, Allah refers to them before the angels as his Pride and joy. He says "O my 
angels what is the recompense of one who is hired and who completes his work 
faithfully?' They say, our lord! His recompense is that he should be paid his wages 
in full. He says, 'My angels! My male slaves and My female slaves have discharged 
that which I have prescribed for them and have now come out (of their homes) 
entreating with voices raised in supplication. By my Might, My Glory, My Mercy, 
My power. My exalted station, I shall surely grant them their prayer.' Then, He says 
(to His slaves), 'Return! Indeed, I have forgiven you and replaced your evil deeds 


1 Bukhari # 2023. 
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with good deed s/ So, they return having been forgiven." 1 

CHAPTER - X 

I'TIKAF (REMAINING IN THE MOSQUE FOR SOME vJl Zj.zi lol? 

PERIOD OF TIME TO WORSHIP ALMIGHTY) 

The dictionary meaning of I'tikaf (Seclusion) is 'to remain somewhere and to detain oneself 
at some place' In the terminology of Shari'ah (divine law), it is 'to remain in the mosque 
where congregational salah (prayer) is offered with intention to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) for 
Allah's pleasure.' 

The intention is valid only of a Muslim who is sane and free of sexual defilement, 
menstruation and lochia. The I'tikaf (Seclusion) in the last ten days of Ramadan is sunnah 
muwakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet u* to JLp) because the Prophet 
Muhammad observed it always in Ramadan in its last ten days. 'Mukhtar' has 

written that it is sunnah muwakkadah 'alalkifayah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet 
pJUjAtle but adequate) so that even if one person observes it, it will be enough for all the 
people and those who do not observe it are not blame worthy in this case. 

It becomes wajih (obligatory) to observe the I'tikaf (Seclusion) if one declares his intention 
orally or makes a vow. It may be prompt and one may say, "I bind myself to observe itikaf 
for so many days." Or, one may make it conditional, saying "I vow to observe the I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) for so many days if my wish (for such and such a thing) is accomplished." These 
are two kinds of I'tikaf (Seclusion); 

(i) Sunnah muwakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet k J^>) that is 

observe during the last ten days of Ramadan, and 

(ii) Wajib (obligatory) which concern a vow. 

A third kind of I'tikaf (Seclusion) is mustahab (desirable) and it is observed at any time other 
than the final ten days of Ramadan. It may be observed during the initial twenty days of 
Ramadan or at any other time in any month. 

There is no limit for the mustahab I'tikaf (desirable seclusion). If anyone forms an intention to 
observe it for all his life, then too it is allowed, but, the ulama (Scholars) differ on the 
minimum period for it. Imam Muhammad said that there is no minimum limit for a 
mustahab (desirable) I'tikaf (Seclusion) and it can be observed for a minute or less than that at 
any h our of day or night. The obvious ruling of Imam Abu Hanifah is identical to it 
and the Hanafis abide by it. Hence, it is proper for every Muslim who enters a mosque, for 
salah (prayer) or otherwise, to form an intention to observe the I'tikaf (Seclusion), 'I intend to 
go through I'tikaf (Seclusion) as long as l am in the mosque/ 

In this way one may earn the honour and merit of I'tikaf (Seclusion) very many times in a day. 
However, Imam Abu Yusuf W j said that the minimum limit of I'tikaf (Seclusion) is most of 
the day, meaning more than half a day. A second opinion of Imam Abu hanifah is 
that the minimum period for which an I'tikaf (Seclusion) may be observed is one day but no 
ruling is issued on this opinion that is apart from his obvious opinion. 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul eeman # 3117. 
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SECTION I 




WOMAN MAY OBSERVE I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) AT HOME 
^ ' j La^J (j-2 ^ jiLij a^£ 3jJI 


i^ijkbuiljs 


(4»jLc t!^5 i 

2097. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ( JL.j4 s uii J-e 

used to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) during the last ten days of Ramadan till Allah 
took him. Then, his wives observed the I'tikaf (Seclusion) after him. 1 
COMMENTARY: After the death of the prophet Muhammad (Jl-j Up & JU> his wives 
observed I'tikaf (Seclusion) in their homes. The jurists say that it is mustahab (desirable) for 
women to do so in the mosques within their homes and if they have not set aside any such 
place in their homes as a mosque the any portion of the house would do. They must not 
move out of this place unnecessarily as that represents a mosque for them. It is makruh 
(unbecoming) for them to observe I’tikaf (Seclusion) in a mosque. 

HERE GENEROUS IN RAMADAN 

u j£l o-tiii JL$ & sin 4JJ1 Sjj,j ^ jii <J 2 &. 0^1 cj^s <y * 


JLj d)\ q lifts 

(4^(3^*)— (\j> 1) lils ^< j l ’M\ 

2098. Sayyiduna ibn Abbas said that Allah's Messenger (O-jUp-aii JL> was the 

most generous of all men. In Ramadan, he was more generous than at other times. 
(Sayyiduna) Jibril Up met him every night in Ramadan and the Prophet 
Muhammad ,JL.jUpii Ju> recited the Quran to him. When jibril Up met him, he 
was more generous then the blowing wind. 2 
COMMENTARY: When Sayyiduna Jibril f^AUiUp came, the Prophet Muhammad's 
,JL >j generosity knew no bounds. This indicates that during blessed times and when 
meeting sacred people one should be very generous. 

This hadith does not touch I’tikaf (Seclusion) yet it is placed in the chapter of I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) in which the Prophet Muhammad (►UjUp^i engaged in Ramadan. This is a 
piety of a high degree and the hadith asserts that the Prophet Muhammad pL -j Up in JU* 
practiced much piety and generosity in this month. 

REPETITION OF THE QURAN 

£gljt JpyA <3^ u*3 

^ <_ c, t'gjJ I >>UJ I q {jG 4^ic 


1 Bukhari # 2026, Muslim # 5-1172, Abu Dawud # 790, Tirmidhi # 790, Ibn Majah # 1773, Musnad 
Ahmad 2-281. 

2 Bukhari # 1902, Muslim # 50-2308, Nasai'i # 2095, Musnad Ahmad 1-231. 



326 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


2099. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah said that the Quran was recited to the 

Prophet Muhammad *4* in (by Jibril) —Ji u* once every year. But, it was 
recited to him twice in the year in which he died. And, he used to observe I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) for ten days every year, bu ' observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) for twenty days 
in the year he died. 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Jibril recited the Quran to the Prophet Muhammad JL* 

and then he recited to him as the previous hadith says. So, it is sunnah to revise the 
Quran by reciting it to one another. 

In the Prophet Muhammad's (*JL,life, there is an example for his ummah that when 
they enter the final stage of their life they should increase their pious deeds. They should 
prepare themselves with more piety and obedience to met their Mighty Lord. 

MANNER & ETIQUETTE OF I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 


^jj>j dij Si jjT Jl&l i \5\j jLj in j* *1 ji Jjjj ^ dJii i• •) 
(<s& (3^) 34-^5 VjcL£3ijijb V aSjjjU 


2100. Sayyiduna Ayshah tf* in said that when Allah's Messenger JL* 

engaged in I'tikaf (Seclusion), he put his head out towards her while he remained 
within the mosque. She would comb (his hair). He did not enter the house except to 
attend to human compulsion (to relieve himself) 2 

COMMENTARY: One who observe the I'tikaf (Seclusion) may stretch out of the mosque a 
limb. He may also comb himself. 

Ibn Human <&'***-j said that he may wash a limb within the mosque in a vessel provided the 
mosque is not polluted. 

Imam Abu Hanifah said that if he goes out of his place even for a minute then his 
I'tikaf (Seclusion) is nullified. 

The need for which he may go out is of two kinds. 

(i) Natural like the urge to urinate of defecate and to have a purifying bath (after a 
wet dream), but there is no clear tradition about bath for Friday. Sharh Award 
does say, however, that he may got to have a bath whethere it is ivajib (obligatory) 
(like when defiled) or optional (like for Friday). 

(ii) SharT like for eed salalt (prayer) and adhan. If the place from where the adhan is 
called is outside the mosque then going there is a need. The I'tikaf (Seclusion) does 
not break because of it. Both the mu'adhdhin and one who is not a mu'adhdhin 
are allowed to go (for the adhan). Going for the Friday slah is also a need. 

However, he must go out at the time of zawal (not before) for the Friday salah (prayer). If 
the mosque where the salah (prayer) of Friday is held is far away then he must go 
sufficiently early to be able offer the tahiyatul masjid and the sunnah of Friday. It is allowed 
also to stay in that mosque after the salah (prayer) to offer the post salah (prayer) sunnah. If he 
stays there longer then though his I'tikaf (Seclusion) is not nullified, yet his over staying is 
makruh (unbecoming) tanzihi. 

Similarly, if he has no servant or assistant then giving home for the meal or to fetch it is 


1 (1): Bukhari # 4998, Abu Dawud # 2466, Ibn Majah # 1769, Darimi # 1779, Musnad Ahmad 2-336. 

2 Bukhari # 2029, Muslim # 6-197, Tirmidhi # 804, Ibn Majah # 1776, Musnad Ahmad 6-264. 
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also a need. 

If the mosque collapses or someone throws him out and he goes into another mosque 
without delay, then his I'tikaf (Seclusion) is not invalidated. The same applies when he 
rushes to another mosque if he fears for his life and property in the mosque in which he 
began his I'tikaf (Seclusion) 

If he goes out of his place to relieve himself, for a natural reason or a need sanctioned by 
Shari'ah (divine law) and creditor detains him even for a minute then, according^ to Imam 
Abu Hanifah iiiwj his I’tikaf (Seclusion) becomes void. However Imam Abu Yusuf and 
Imam Muhammad hold that it is not nullified. 

His I'tikaf (Seclusion) will become void if he comes out to save someone who is drawing or 
burning in fire, or to enlist for jihad if the call is made, or to give testimony. 

In short, if he goes out even for a minute for anything apart from the natural needs or 
needs sanctioned by Shari'ah (divine law), then his I'tikaf (Seclusion) becomes void, even if he 
goes out by mistake. However, the two companions (named above) hold that his I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) will become void only if he is out for most of the day. We may deduced from 
t this hadith that he may also have a haircut in the mosque during I'tikaf (Seclusion) provided 
his hair do not fall in the mosque. 


VOW MADE DURING PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD 

sjjl Amtell j oj jj <U£ jl! 4131 fell I jLs c£\ ^' *') 


i4jll J^il <J &3 J&S 

2101. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that (Sayyiduna) Umar asked the 

Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpii about a vow he had made during the jahiliyah to 
observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) in the sacred mosque for a night (and day). He said, 
"Fulfil your vow." 1 

COMMENTARY: Jahliyah was the period before the commissioning of the prophet and the 
advent of Islam. 

The Command to fulfil the vow made during the jihiliyah was of the nature of msuthab. If 
Umar had made the vow after embracing Islam, then the command was of the 

category of wajib (obligatory). 

However, Teebi said that if the vow was made during the jihiliyah but conformed to 
the commands of Islam then after accepting Islam it is wajib (obligatory) to fulfil it. This is 
what Imam shafi'I abides by but Imam Abu Hanifah held that the vow itself is 
not valid what to say of fulfilling it after Islam? His arguments may be seen in books of 
fiqh. He takes the meaning mentioned earlier. 

FASTING IS PRE-REQUISITE FOR WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 
Allama Teebi *>n**»-j said that this hadith proves that fasting is not a condition for the I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) to be correct. This is contention of Imam Shafi'I However, Imam Abu 

Hanifah said that while fasting is not a condition for a voluntary I'tikaf (Seclusion), yet 
it is wajib (obligatory) for a wajib (obligatory) I'tikaf (Seclusion). His two companions agree 


(4,1c (3^*) 


1 Bukhari # 2032, Muslim # 27-1656, Abu Dawud # 3325, Tirmidhi # 1539, Nasai'i # 3820, Musnad 
Ahmad 1-37. 




328 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


with him and the Hanafis abide by it. Imam Maalik and Imam Abu Hanifah 
according to his second opinion, hold that for I'tikaf (Seclusion) itself, whether wajib 
(obligatory) or optional, fasting is a pre-requisite. 

The Hanafis say about this hadith that in its other versions, the I'tikaf (Seclusion) of Umar 
is mentioned with fasting. Thus the version in Abu Dawud, Nasai'I and Daraqutni 
say that the Prophet Muhammad ,*l- j -a* & instructed him to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) 

and fast also. Moreover, the hadith of Sayyidah Ayshah which follows asserts that 

I'tikaf (Seclusion) is not valid without fasting, this is bout wajib I'tikaf (due Seclusion). If 
anyone makes a vow and observes I'tikaf (Seclusion) only in the night then that is invalid be 
cause night is not associated with fasting. If anyone vows to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) 
during Ramadan then the fasts of Ramadan will serve as complimentary to his I'tikaf 
(Seclusion). But if anyone keep on optional fast and vows to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) on 
that day then that is not correct. 

If someone vows to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) during a certain Ramadan but fails to do it 
then he must redeem it no other days and keep fasts for the I'tikaf (Seclusion). However, this 
redeeming will not be proper in another Ramadan nor during such days when other wajib 
(obligatory) fasts are kept, whether these wajib (obligatory) are redeeming fasts or of some 
other kind. 

If anyone forms an intention to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) for many days at a stretch then he 
will have to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) during their nights too. This if anyone vows to 
observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) for two days then he will do it for their two nights also. But Imam 
Abu Yusuf said that he will do it for only night. 

If anyone vows to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) for one month then he will have to do it at a 
stretch even if he had not said so when making the vow. 

SECTION II 


REDEEMING SUNN AH MUWAKKADAH (EMPHASIZED PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET 

^ • j L an J ^1 ^ CA" ^ ^ 'T—Y U Y) 


CA £31 £i.U u$)j jJIj oljjj I « li J I f 6 UU.3 U» It 


2102. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad used 

to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) during the last ten days of Ramadan. One year, 
however he did not observe the I'tikaf (Seclusion) and the year after that he 
observed I'tikaf (Seclusion) for twenty days. 1 

2103. Ubayy ibn Ka'b narrated this hadith. 2 


COMMENTARY: Allamah Teebi cites this hadith to say that if any one misses sunnah 
muwakkadah (emphasized practice of Holy Prophet then he must redeem it too. The 

essence is only to redeem, otherwise it is fard (compulsory) to redeem a fard (compulsory) and 
sunnah to redeem a sunnah, not fard or wajib (compulsory or obligatory). 


1 Tirmidhi # 803, Musnad Ahamd 2-401. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2463, Ibn Majah # 1770. 
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THE COMMENCEMENT OF I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 

jijsJi i i\j\ Hi >Lj in Jji dJ il l*i& &*j on • *) 


2104. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that when Allah's Messenger ,*L- j Up in ju> 

intended to engage in I'tikaf (Seclusion), he offered the salah (prayer) of fajr. Then 
he went into the place where I'tikaf (Seclusion) was to be observed. 1 
COMMENTARY: Awza'I and Thawri cite this hadith to say that I'tikaf ( Seclusiop,) 
begin with the day. But, the four imams agree that if anyone decides to observe I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) for one month or ten days, etc. then it begin towards the close of the day before 
sunset. On its final day, he should end it after sunset and come out of it. This hadith is 
explained by saying that the Prophet Muhammad ^^Upiiii^ formed intention to observe 
the I'tikaf (Seclusion) before sunset and came to the mosque. He stayed in the mosque all 
night and when he had offered the salah (prayer) of fajr, he went into that portion of the 
mosque which was set aside for I'tikaf (Seclusion) and on which judge bags were hung to 
seclude it from others. So, though he began his I'tikaf (Seclusion) at sunset, yet he entered 
the reserved place after fajr. 


SICK VISIT DURING I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 


jj) jals. jLo 

2105. She also narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (U—j Up & paid a sick visit 
while he was observing I'tikaf (Seclusion ). He would go straight ahead and not stop 
with him but (only) ask after him. 2 

COMMENTARY: While going to the sick, he did not turn anywhere else, nor pause. He 
simply enquired how he was and walk back (to the mosque). 

Hasan &***> and Nakha'I said that one who observes the I'tikaf (Seclusion) is permitted 
to go out for the Friday salah (prayer) (if not held in the mosque in which he observes it) and 
to pay a sick visit. However, the four imams say that if he goes out to attend to a need 
natural or sanctioned by Shari'ah (divine law) and, before attending to his need or 
afterwards, he asks after a sick person or participates in a funeral salah (prayer) the there is 
no harm in it, provided he does not rear off course and does not pause beyond the (funeral) 
salah (prayer), otherwise his I'tikaf (Seclusion) will be invalid. If he will get out of his place 
merely to pay a sick visit of join a funeral salah (prayer) then his I'tikaf (Seclusion) will be 
void unless he had stipulated these things when forming his intention to observe the I'tikaf 
(Seclusion) that he would go out for such things. 

MANNERS OF I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 


VJ §iJU j Vj iji4 iih Vi V Jz iiii\ cjil on **0 

(jjtali Ci Vj,ofecc-j, Vi^i^aj Vl ,o(5Cp], VJ ‘CjajS V Uj Vi 


1 Muslim # 6.1173, Abu Dawud # 2464, Tirmidhi # 791, Nasai'i # 709, Ibn Majah # 1771. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2472. 
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2106. She also said that for one who is observing I'tikaf (Seclusion), it is sunnah not 
to pay a sick visit or join the funeral salah (prayer), or touch or embrace his wife, or 
go out for anything except that which cannot be avoided. I'tikaf (Seclusion) is not 
observed without fasting and is proper only in a jami masj id (mosque where 
congregational salah (prayer) is observed or Friday too). 1 
COMMENTARY: It is forbidden to one who observes the I'tikaf (Seclusion) to do any thing 
to his wife as leads to sexual intercourse which makes the I'tikaf (Seclusion) invalid whether 
it is done deliberately or by mistake, during the day or night. As for touching or embracing 
her, it will be void only if there is an ejaculation, not otherwise. 

He who observes the I'tikaf (Seclusion) is allowed to eat, drink and sleep in the mosque. He 
may even engage in buying and selling provided the merchandise is not brought into the 
mosque, because it is makruh tahrimi(disapproved to forbidden) to bring trade merchandise 
into the mosque. Moreover, he can do that only for himself and his family for their needs 
but if he engages in business and trading then that is disallowed. Indeed, buying and 
selling in the mosque is also disallowed to everyone else other than one who is engaged in 
I'tikaf (Seclusion). 

If one who observes I'tikaf (Seclusion ) keeps absolute quiet presuming that it is part of 
worship then it is makruh (unbecoming) tahrimah. But, he must abstain from evil talk, 
falsehood, backbiting and such things. He must recite the Quran and read books of hadith 
and Islamic literature. 

It is not any form of worship to observe silence during I'tikaf (Seclusion) and even 
unnecessary conversation of a permissible nature is makruh (unbecoming). It is stated in fath 
ul Qadir that to converse unnecessarily in the mosque wipes off good deeds jut like fire 
devours wood. 

Imam Abu Hanifah <&»***• j said that I'tikaf (Seclusion) is proper only in a mosque where salah 
(prayer) of all five times are held in congregational form. Imam Ahmad agrees with 

him. However, Imam Maalik and Imam Shafi'I j as also the two companions (of 
Abu Hanifah) said that I'tikaf (Seclusion) may be observed I any mosque. 

If masjid jami is taken to mean where Friday salah (prayer) is held then it implies that it is 
better to observe I'tikaf (Seclusion) in a mosque where Friday salah (prayer) is offered. The 
ulama (Scholars) say that the most superior I'tikaf (Seclusion) is observed in Masjid al Harm 
(Makkah), the next best is in Masjid Nabawi, Masjid Aqsa (Bayt ul Maqdas) 

followed by any Jami Masjid and then in a mosque where there are very many 
worshippers. 


SECTION III 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S PLACE OF I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 

AJ «d T lil, ^ uij O’®’ ^ ^ 

(4_^.La (jj| ol_9j) — Aa 14,:I f. I - 1 

2107. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar reported that when the Prophet Muhammad iiajLp 

observed I'tikaf (Seclusion) a bedding was placed for him or a bed was put 


1 Abu Dawud # 2473. 
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down for him behind the pillar of repentance. 1 
COMMENTARY: One of the pillars of Masjid Nabawi it ju> is called ustwanatut 

tawbah (or satun tawbah) pillar of repentance. One of the Sahabah, Sayyiduna Abu 
Lubabah Ansari had committed a mistake because Ansari ^it^j had committed a 

mistake because of which he had bound himself to the pillar. He remained in that condition 
for many days. When his repentance was accepted, the Prophet Muhammad pJL-j-uApii 
united him. 


REWARD FOR ONE WHO OBSERVES I'TIKAF (SECLUSION) 
o_pjJI jJL <4 (Jll £DI 4^® (J ^±J\ (_^L£c. 1 ^^ 


(4_3kLa < 3^1 

2108. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

about one who observes I'tikaf (Seclusion) that he is preserved from sins and 
continues to be rewarded for piety like one who does all good deeds. 2 
COMMENTARY: The word in the text could be or («_i£au) both passive or active 

voice. Anyone who secludes himself in the mosque for I'tikaf (Seclusion) gets reward even 
for those deeds that he is unable to do like visiting sick people, participating in funeral 
salah (prayer) and so on, deeds which other people outside the mosque do but he is 
precluded from doing. He gets the some reward as those people get. 

His heart is purged of the filth of the affairs of the world. He entrusts his soul to Allah. He 
is occupied incessantly in worship and remains in Allah's House. He is very near to Allah 
whose mercy covers him continuously. It is as though he is in Allah's fort and protection, 
safe from the deceit of the devil. 

His example is like one who is at the doorstep of a king presenting his petition. He 
seems to plead, 'My Master, my Lord! I am at your doorstep but will not budge from it 
till you forgive me, grant me my wishes and relieve me of worldly sorrow and pain 
and religious shortcomings. 


1 Ibn Majah # 1774. 

2 Ibn Majah # 1781. 
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BOOK-VIII 

THE EXCELLENT QUALITIES OF THE QURAN y (jS 


What is the glorious Quran? It is the most sacred and the greatest of Divine Books. Allah 
revealed it to the last and most supreme guide, the noble Messenger It is the 

light in the darkness of ignorance and the last nail on the coffin of disbelief and polytheism. 
It is the last and most comprehensive law from Allah for the entire human fraternity. It is 
called Habl Matin (the strong rope). 

It is enough to say for the greatness and excellence of the Quran that it is the word of the 
Creater of the universe and of everything. It is free from every defect and shortcoming and 
is the paragon of perfection, the peak of eloquence. 

The reward for reciting the Quran and reciting it is great and very well known. The 
ulama (Scholars) are unanimous that no kin of dhikr (hallowing of Allah) earns as much 
reward as the Quran does. In fact, recitation of the Quran in salah (prayer) fetches so much 
reward and is so very meritorious that it cannot be described faithfully. Whenever it is 
recited, each of its letters fetches ten pieties and its recitation in salah (prayer) earns 
twenty five pieties for each letter. 

Its recital brings the reciter nearer to Allah and illuminates his heart with Divine 
awareness and light of remembrance of Allah. It will intercede for him before Allah on 
the day of resurrection. 

Recitation of the Quran leads to thinking and reflection over religion and hereafter. 
Doing it often reminds one of Allah's Commands so that they may be obeyed and lessons 
may be derived. Recital does not imply that one should beautify one's voice letting the 
heart linger in the darkness of Quran but does not abide by it, then the Quran is his 
enemy. This is why a hadith says that some people recite the Quran but the Quran curses 
them because it is not meant to merely recite. Rather, one must obey its commands. He 
who recites the Quran but does not obey it, really humiliates it. This is evidence against 
him and he will be a loser in the hereafter. 

One can understand the Quran only if he recites it slowly, with respect, presence of mind 
and careful of the science of recital. Hence, it is imperative to observe its tajwid. It is legal 
and proper to recite little of it. Its right can be given by reciting it in forty days and it is 
enough even to recite it in a year. In worship, like tarawih, it may be recite complete in at 
least seven days, the better if more time is taken. 

It anyone who recites the Quran does not know Arabic and cannot understand it, then he 
must nevertheless recite it with concentration and a conviction that it is Allah's word and 
His commands. He should recite it with such humility and submission as though he is not 
reciting it but listening to the word of the Jus test of the judges. 

MANNER OF RECITING THE QURAN: The noble Quran is a collection of words 
revealed directly by Allah, the Mighty Lord. It is ascribed to the judge of all judges, the 
king of all kings and undisputed Master of the universe without an associate. Hence, 
manners befitting such words and the speaker of such words must be observed. So we 
explain here the manners of recitation of the Quran. 

Begin by performing ablution using the siwak (twig) also. Then sit at a nice, clean place in a 
humble manner, facing the qiblah, considering yourself to be lowly and helpless. Let your 
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mind and heart be attentive as if you are before Allah, Lord of Might, presenting your 
petition. Recite the ta'awwid and the basmalah and begin 

the recitation of the Quran. Imagine to yourself that you are listening to Allah's words 
without an intermediary. Recite slowly with pauses and concentration and tartil. When you 
come across a verse of assurance and mercy for the creatures, glorify Allah, and at a verse 
of warning and punishment, seek refuge in Allah. On reciting a verse about Allah's Might 
and Sanctity, glorify Him, saying subhan Allah, Be imploring and completely dependant 
and weep, but if you do not weep, be as though you are weeping. In short, behave as 
though you are before Allah. 

Do not try to complete the recitation of the entire Quran rapidly because of which you will 
read it fast. It is better to recite a little with reflection and concentration than to read 
speedily throwing overboard the manner of recital. Beside, reading the Quran as many 
times as possible gets nothing apart from counting the complete recitals. Rather, this thing 
is forbidden and the current practice of reading the Quran from cover to cover in one day 
at accelerated pace is very bad and foolish (like a summary execution). 

It is known of some scholars and saints that they recited very much and completed the 
Quran many times in a short period of time. This is their marvel. Do not emulate them. 
Rather, whatever you can recite with single-mindedness and following the etiquettes 
should satisfy you, 

Do not recite the Quran in a noisy surrounding unless it is necessary to recite the there is no 
other place to do so, but in this case recite in a soft, low voice. If people are eager to listen to 
the Quran and are calm and quiet then it is better to recite in a loud voice because, 
according to a hadith(tradition), both the listener and the reciter of the Quran are equal 
partners in reward. 

Also, it is better to recite the Quran looking at it then without looking at it because by 
looking at the passage of the Quran the eyes and other limbs also participate in worship 
and this also helps in concentration. 

While reciting, place the Quran on a lectern or a raised base (like a pillow) so that it is 
honoured. Desist from conversation, eating and other work while reciting the Quran. If it is 
very necessary then close the cover of the Quran, speak or do what is required, (open the 
holy book) recite the ta'awwudh(^^iji^i^<»uij*t) and basmalah^—;) and resume 
the recitation. Refrain from wrong pronunciation but recite naturally in Tartil (with 
adequate stops) and tajwid (rules of recital)without a pretentious or affected manner. There 
is no need to over emphasize and over-act to produce an artificial voice. 

Do not honour anyone while you are reciting the quran but it is permitted to stand up 
and honour a practicing scholar, a teacher and one's parents. When you are about to 
complete the recitation of the Quran to its final word, get together you relatives, friends 
and dependants. Recite the quran to its end in their presence and associate them in the 
supplication because that is an opportune time for prayers to be accepted. After 
completing the Quran, recite surah al-Fatihah (a chapter of Quran) and surah al-Baqarah 
(a chapter of Quran) up to ( 0 ^ ^*) (first five verses) before you close the Book 

because this is better. 

While it is permitted to recite the Quran while reclining or lying down, yet it is more 
excellent to sit respectfully and recite it. Also, it is allowed to recite the Quran while 
waking along somewhere. If it is in a wilderness then the Quran may be recited aloud, 
cSljprwise in a low voice. It is makruh(unbecoming) to recite it in an impure or dislike 
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place, like the bathroom, slaughter house, etc. 

A very small sized copy of the Quran must not be used not may it be divided into 
pieces lest it is shown dis-respect. However, it is necessary like to teach children or for 
some convenience, it is allowed to have it in its juza (parts, for it had thirty parts) or in 
seven surahs, etc. 

It is not proper to take the Quran to an army which cannot be trusted for peace. The Qura 
may not be taken to an enemy territory too lest it come to the hands of the disbelievers who 
might show it disrespect. 

It is fard(compulsory) on every Muslim to memorise so many verses of the Quran as may 
enable him to offer the salah (prayer). To memorise the entire Quran is fard Kifayah (adequate 
obligation) so t hat if even one person memorises it, then all the others will be absolved of 
the obligation. The jurists asserts that it is wajib (obligatory) on every Muslim to memorise 
surah al-Fatihah (chapter) and any other one surah. And, to memorise the rest of the Quran 
and learn its commands is better than offering the supererogatory salah (prayer). 

It is not makruh(unbecoming) to stretch one's feet towards a copy of the Quran provided it 
is not near the feet. If it is kept high or in a chest then it is not makruh(unbecoming) to 
spread one's feet in that direction. 

There is no harm if, during a journey, a copy of the Quran is kept in a bag or any case to 
preserve it and then to sit on that, or to place it under a pillow and sleep on it. Also, there is 
no harm in having sexual intercourse in the house or room in which the mashaf (copy of 
the Quran) is kept. 

When you begin to recite the Quran. You must first make this supplication: 


i i i 


<4(5 4 i)i J* A j isJ v£J4jJij JS dJ jU As jftdl lib \ <$1 J4IJ! 

JU ISjLa k r l jiy i£JLi r j ^ ^£*44-1 

cL*j| viJtiJ. 1 jliXfrj,4l| L(3 < 4 ! tils 

^ < j>j ^ ) \CLij t£Jb Cjj 


(O Allah, I bear witness that this your Book is revealed by you to your 
Messenger Muhammad ibn Abdullah ( (> JL<jA e J^-Sii (J i-<») may Allah's blessing be on 
him, his family and descendants, his companions and followers, all of them. 
And, (I bear witness that) it is your words spoken by the tongue of your Prophet 
Muhammad ,*JL.jLo, which you have made a means of guidance from you for 
your creatures and a connecting link between you and your slaves n ah-*- 
cause my sight to be engaged in worship in it, my recitat 
and my pondering to take lesson from it. Surely, you are fu 
Lord, I seek refuge in you from the evil suggestion of th« 
refuge in you, my Lord, lest they attend me. 1 \ 

After this supplication, recite the surahs al-falaq and an-Naas (th< 

Then make this supplication: 


* 1 x 

tKiitij I j Jj 2s! I 1 


1 Quran, 6:1 
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(vU>- \j^ 1 j£>j\ b & l *a j 43 J^Aj ^ j JI j fj J Qj Ai 


(O Allah, you have revealed the Quran with truth and it has come down with Truth, 
O Allah, cause my interest in it to increase greatly. Cause it to be light for my eyes, 
cure for my heart, and a remover of my sorrow and grief. Make my face radiant with 
it, and enable me to recite it and cause me to understand its meanings, O the Most 
Merciful of those who show mercy). 

Every day after reciting the Quran, raise your hands and make this supplication: 


jjsigj'i jj Uyi 14! lijll ij^\ ill \lij tdjJl j 1*3 Aiil isT 




(O Allah, let the Quran be for us in this world, a companion; and, in the 
hereafter, an intercessor; and in the grave, a sympathizer; and, on the day of 
resurrection, a companion; and, on the sirat a light: and, in paradise, a friend; 
and from the Fire, a protection) 

Then make every supplication you wish for your needs of this world and the next. 
Insha Allah, all your petitions shall receive the honour of acceptance from the one who 
grants the prayers. 

Ibn Marduwayh has transmitted from Sayyiduna Abu Harayrah that then the 

Prophet Muhammad completed the recitation of the Quran to its last verse, he 

stood up and made this supplication. Bayhaqi has transmitted in Shu'ab ul eeman 
that Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah reported that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

anyone recites the Quran, praises and glorifies Allah, invokes blessings on Muhammad 
and prays to his Lord to forgive him, then, indeed, he has prayed for goodness in 
the best way." 

Bayhaqi -saw; has transmitted in Shua'ab ul eeman that whenever the Prophet Muhammad 
(.jL-jUpiiju completed the recitation of the Quran to the end, he stood up and praised and 
glorified Allah very much. His words of praise and glorification and prayer were: 


Lhjjdl Jjji jjjJI $ A liall (J JaA-J (jPjVl J iM.h (i^ (jjjJI JlJjLI liJl pjj. 

&j£j Vi V \3& 1jlij d) L jUJI dll VI V * 


U5i ^16a J-&-I di Vicj 1 J) ^U*jl l|iijl 

dif i^Lfe (jil 1 6 a Uj d 6& jl j ciliii q a! 6^5 jSj iJSj Vj 

d Jsg C-“$J| oj^c. J* 6> ? T ^jJl diid-lj * Ui^lj §>S 3 dll I3fe?dl«k£lJ 

16^1^41 cj^iill 6^dl o^ai^' 6a l&ji, tdls «b Jilii. Ui Ifj* 

rj£ h$ £>']$ j^;b V 6a -u dtfu * liij dii j# 1 jJ il j&j 6s£U' •' 
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4 JUi.i &j u^/Vi 4 Uj oi>lU 14 u iJ &JJI *ii id-i * isVi jib ^i \ 4s 
Lgi| ^\j*4 Loj f-Li-lJI (j -5 j j3 Loj U^-S ^L3 j j?J Vl 4 (S^jUjL»3 j~3J j4$3LI jij IL/^'^I 
jii £^i a.£a4i u^jVij oi iUJi^?U h id -1 * jjilJi j^-Pij- 4 ? 

V.9 4_ii J ^j-5 7 $~ a 'i La 44^-s p- ^ »j l p-LljLa jLsl-l 4 -*44^ Jj > A A *j 

4431 I ojLxjj. 4* J!3«3J ^ jUaU * J4$^ 1 34 .j*^ I jij oJ^4135 ^ V.9 ti-L~£j Uj (4) 

* <-jj^ ^5 J^-'i Jj^ij J.&JJ J3)j JJI feJi 43 * J ^ 1 

41 J.&J j* aij jl j£i| *iij C-JA3J iijl Jli * <LJjid3 V ju& J&\ J3 id.ll 

oij-UJi 4^1 4* o&j$\ j^jij 4LL3jdij jl££Ls 5 i J* g^» j^iri * 44 j^l* 3 i 


c^Vb lldilj ^AiisJI ^jl'jiJl 4 d dJjbj jit d #£#ij jit d jillj ^jVlj 

- J£sS\ fedJ| v£jl cdl iL J4s5 l^j^bll 


(All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds. All praise belongs to Allah, who 
created the heavens and the earth and formed the darkness and light, yet those who 
disbelieve hold (others) as equal to their Lord. There is no God but Allah. Those 
who set equal with Allah lie and have strayed very far. There is no God but Allah. 
Those who associate with Allah lie be they of the Arabs, the magis, the Jews, the 
Christians, the sabis and those who ascribe to Allah a son and a wife, or idols or a 
like or an equal or in name or attribute, but you are our Lord, far greater, than taking 
a partner from what you have created. 

All praise belongs to Allah who has taken no wife or a son and has no partner in the 
dominion, and there is no protector through dependence for Him. And magnify him 
with (all) magnificence. 1 

Allah is the Greatest, very Great. And, all praise belongs to Him very much. And 
without blemish is Allah morning and evening. All praise belongs to Allah who has 
revealed the Book to His servant (Muhammad) and has not assigned to it any 
crookedness. (He made it) straightforward that it may warn of a severe punishment 
from him and give glad tidings to the believers, who do righteous deeds, and theirs 
shall be goodly reward (of paradise) abiding therein forever. And warn those who 
say, 'Allah has taken to himself a son/ They have no knowledge of it, nor (had) 
their fathers. Grievous is the word that comes out of their mouths. They speak 
nothing but a lie. 2 

All praise belongs to Allah whose is whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is 
in the earth, and his is the praise in the hereafter! And He is the wise, the Aware. He 
knows that which goes down into the earth and which comes forth from it, and that 
which descends from the heavens and that which ascends thereto. And He is the 


1 Quran, 17:111 

2 Quran, 18:1-5 
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merciful, the Forgiving. 1 

All praise belongs to Allah, the Originator the heavens and the earth, the appointer 
of the angels as Messengers having wings two, three or four. He adds to the creation 
what He will surely Allah has power over everything. What so ever of mercy Allah 
opens to mankind, there is none to withhold, it and that which He holds back, none 
can grant thereafter And He is the mighty, the wise. 2 

All praise belongs to Allah, and peace be on His servants whom He has chosen! 'Is 
Allah better or what they associate (with Him)/ 3 
Rather, Allah is best and He will abide. He is with a firm command and is possessor of 
Might and He is Nobler and Mightier than whatever they associate with Him. All praise 
belongs to Allah, but most of them know not. Allah has spoken the truth and His noble 
Messenger have conveyed the massage. And, I am over that a witness. O Allah, shower 
blessing on all the angels and the Messengers. And have mercy on your believing slaves 
from among the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth. And cause our and to be with 
goodness, and open for us the good. Bless us in the mighty Quran and give us benefit from 
the verses and the wise remembrance. Our Lord, accept from us. Surely you indeed, are the 
All-Hearing, the All-knowing.) 


SECTION I jj* 

ONE WHO LEARNS & ONE WHO TEACHES THE QURAN 




2109. Sayyiduna Uthman narrated that Allah's Messenger j Up k said, 

"The best person of you is he who learns the Quran and teaches it." 4 
COMMENTARY: The Quran and its sciences are superior to all the Books and sciences. 
Hence, one who knows them is the most distinguished of all the people of the world. 
EXCELLENCE OF RECITING THE QURAN 


^ So I (JUU aj u^-j «dJI ( 3 ^* (J C^J ^ ^ ^ 

b dil ^j *]£ Vi j? cj&H 0 J? jJLij 

jlbull 

oljj) —(Jj Vl (j* i\S£\ Crtj 2£j1 jvi. ojV-j C/5 


2110. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL-j came to them while they were in the suffah. He asked them if any of them 

would like to go out every morning to Buthan or al-Aqiq and bring back two large- 


1 Quran 34:1-4. 

2 Quran 35:1-2 

3 Quran 22:59. 

4 Bukhari # 5027, Abu Dawud # 1452, Tirmidhi # 2909, Ibn Majah # 211, Musnad Ahmad 1-57. 
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humped she-camels without burdening himself of sin or severing ties of 
relationship? They said that all of them would like to do that. He said, "Any of you 
who comes to the mosque and teaches to anyone two verses of Allah's book or 
learns them himself that is better for him than two she camels. Three verses are 
better for him that three she camels and four verses are better for him than four she 
camel, and so on the (number of) verses better than their numbers in she camels.'" 1 
COMMENTARY: Suffah was a covered shelter opposite to Masjid Nabawi. The muhajir 
sahabah (Prophet's companions) b who had no home and wife and children 
secluded themselves there. They were deeply devoted to worship and were great ascetics. 
They kept constant company of the Prophet Muhammad u* k This was the first 
school of Islam whose teacher was the Prophet Muhammad pi-,a* atand the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) were its students. 

buthan was a valley near Madina. Aqiq was a place about three miles from Madinah. At 
both these places markets were held where camels were sold. The large humped camels 
were very valuable and considered to be a prized possession. The prophet Muhammad ju- 
invited the sahabah (Prophet's companions) to what remains as against 

what perishes. 

The Prophet Muhammad mentioned to them the camels only by way of example. 

This can be extended to all the things of the world. 


Jl H-J ±4\ jLj gi iJJl Ja jilt jjjy jis iyjji n\ pr"') 

> 

<3 jii. qjSSj>A ty&j CjuI (Jb lib ^ oliii. 


01 oLcl iw CAO 

0 9 O'' 

2111. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

asked. "Does any one of you wish that when he returns to his family he should find 
with them three large, fat, pregnant she camel?" They said, "Yes!" He said, "Three 
verses that any of you recites in his salah (prayer) are better for him than three 
large, fat pregnant she camels." 2 


ONE WHO IS ADEPT IN THE QURAN 


3>U| fa j&sj& i j^» alii Jpj jl! ^Jll 6*5 (Ym) 

(<ub (5^») LSildJlSjJiJ 23! \j2j \J Sjjd I 


2112. Sayyidah Ayshah if* b narrated that Allah's Messenger pi-j u* JL* said, 
"The adept in the Quran is with the noble, righteous recording angels. He who 
stumbles as he recites the Quran and encounters difficulty (in reciting it) will earn a 
two fold reward." 3 

COMMENTARY: Hie adept in the Quran who knows it very well will be with the angels who 
record Allah's Books from the Preserved Tablet or who record deeds of men. He will perform 


1 Muslim # 251-903, Abu Dawud # 1456. 

2 Muslim # 250, Ibn Majah # 3782, Musnad Ahmad 2.297. 

3 Bukhari # 4937, Muslim # 244-798, Abu Dawud # 1454, Tirmidhi # 2904, lbn Majah # 3779, Musnad 
Ahmad 6-48. 
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deeds in this world that match deeds of those angels and will be their friend in the hereafter. 
The person who finds difficulty in reciting the Quran will earn a two fold reward because 
of his recital and the effort. However, he will not out do the adept. 


iiil l& Jij J* yj iii 1? jiij & alii J* jJJ' jlS Jll Jii yj| yfj 


^^9 VLs^JJI oXj 1 jjLjJI(Xj 1 jjfe 4.3 . < j l >13| 




2113. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger ju> said, 

"Envy is not allowed except concerning two people; He whom Allah has granted the 
(blessing of the) Quran and he occupies himself with it by night and by day; and he 
whom Allah has bestowed wealth and he spends from it by night and by day." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Arabic word in the text is (x-^) (hasad - jealousy). It means that 'the 
blessings someone else enjoys may be taken away from him and awarded to the one who is 
jealous.' But, it is of two kind: (i) real and (ii) envious. The former is as defined and is 
forbidden. The second kind is a person's desire to possess those blessings without wishing 
for withdrawal from another. It is permitted for worldly possessions and mustahab 
(desirable) for religious issues like when someone does pious work and another wishes for 
being able to do the same. 

The hadith (tradition) refers to the second kind, envy. It is allowed for these two blessings. 
Since they are the best, hence it is allowed for others two which are of a smaller kind. 

HE WHO RECITES THE QURAN & HE WHO DOES NOT 


m jbs aiii *1)1 jjjy jil jl! i Oi 6«-i (T ' u) 


j ii$ UiiBj 441 s UHj iljiVl Jis I 

ji UiiEj hi Uf 'J ^ ijsliai j&sj jii. liiujj l*s 

kjiJi UUBj Is iL, iiisipi J*s Jisj 


2114. Sayyiduna Abu Musa al-Ash'ary narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(►JL-jaJp said about a believer who recites the Quran that he is like a citron whose 
fragrance is sweet and whose taste is sweet. 

and a believer who does not recite the Quran that he is like a date that lacks 
fragrance but whose taste is sweet. 

and a hypocrite who does not recite the Quran that he is like a colocynth with no 
fragrance and a bitter taste, 

and a hypocrite who recites the Quran that he is like a basil with a sweet fragrance 
but a bitter tast*». 

According to another version, (he said about) a believer who recites the Quran and 
abides by it that he is like a citron. 


1 Bukhari # 5025, Muslim 266-815. 
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and a believer who does not recite the Quran but abides by it that he is like a date. 1 
COMMENTARY: The believer who recite the Quran is like a citron because he is of a sweet 
temperament and cheerful with the fragrance of faith ingrained in him and he is of a sweet 
nature in that other people earn reward when they hear his recitation of the Quran and 
even learn it from him. 


THEIR RANKS ALSO DIFFER 

y l£§3l 1 *i)l s±)\ jJUi & $ill J* ill jjJo j! jlS y UM-I 

oljj) 1 

2115. Sayyiduna Umar ibn Khattab narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ 

said, "Surely, Allah exalts people by this Book (the Quran) and lowers others by it." 2 
ANGELS EAGER TO LISTEN TO THE QURAN & CROWD AROUND 

* * & * * ’ y 

yJ t»%9 \j& ■ ~ v£Jt»*9 Ijpb l ~: C-lq i^.Sl^.9 yj u. I j| oJLit. aJS 

(jAa lill *U_£3I & j oJhM LxlJ <JH19 Ijia ^ • jb 9 (j-J-all 

Jll JLH. (jilb 1_^1 <Jli9 ji-ij aip 5131 £gjhl d>li UI 9 I 419 jldlt 

1 jU p-UjiJI (J|0-i9jj4111,i£*9j-2j(.9 (13^ I 4 I 3 ^ • jb 9 Uaj ^ • j l 4lil b C.<aa *U 


A.SljMiIl (ills (Jb V <Jb cJli U (Jb LSljl V (JjLi. (JUUI -illail (Jjb 

^ikd; jifijij 4& -J 44 ^jij~s V u^i <jS&i ClyaV Cjljr 9 j)J o*jS 


2116. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri a* It narrated about Sayyiduna Usayd 
ibn Hudayr that he related; I was reciting surah al-Baqarah one night. My 

mare that was tied beside me began to jump. I pauses reciting and the mare 
calmed down. I resumed my recitation and it resumed its jumping about, so I 
paused my recital and it stopped hoping. When I resumed my recitation, the mare 
jumped again, so I ceased to recite because my sou Yahya was near the mare and I 
was apprehensive lest it might hurt him. I moved him back and as I saw what 
looked like a canopy with sort of lamps inside it. In the morning, I disclosed it to 
the Prophet Muhammad j -a* k Jl* who said, "You ought to have continued 
reciting. Ibn Hudayr." I told him that I was afraid that the mare might have 
trampled on Yahya, who near to it, and when I went to him and raised my head to 
the sky, I saw what looked like a canopy with sort of lamps inside it. I went out 
but could find nothing. He asked, "can you say what that was?" I said, "No!" He 


1 Bukhari # 5427, Muslim # 243-979, Abu Dawud # 4829, Tirmidhi # 2865, Nasai'i # 5028, Ibn Majah # 
214, Musnad Ahmad 4-397, Darimi # 3363. 

2 Muslim # 269-817, Ibn Majah # 218, Darimi # 3365. 
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said, "They were the angels who had come close to your voice. If you had 
continued to recite, morning would have begun with people looking at them 
without their concealing themselves." 

The version in Muslim has: 'That thing (the canopy) went up into the atmosphere' 
instead of 'I went out' in the first person pronoun. 1 
COMMENTARY: The horse was alarmed on seeing the angels who disappeared when 
Sayyiduna- Usayd j paused. 

About the Prophet Muhammad's ^words translated 'you ought to have continued 
reciting../ Ibn Majar said that they mean; 'You should recite it always referring 
to surah al-Baqairah. 'If the same things happens again when you recite it, do not stop but 
continue to recite/ 

However, Teebi said that these words are in the past tense and the reply that he was 
afraid for his son justifies the translation, 'you ought to have continued.. / 

RECITATION BRINGS MERCY 



cgki, f-jU. Jjj jil (J-i < n w > 





2117. Sayyiduna Al-Bar narrated that a man was reciting surah al-kahf while 

a horse was tied with two ropes at his side. A cloud overshadowed him and 
approached him getting nearer and nearer to him. His horse was alarmed (and 
began to jump). When it was morning, he met the Prophet Muhammad (JLijUoAt 
and mentioned that to him. He said, 'That was t he sakinah that descended because 
of the Quran." 2 (Sakinah is tranquility.) 

COMMENTARY: Sakinah is peace of mind that purifies the heart and removes the 
darkness of the heart. Thought it is not tangible or perceptible by touch yet it does show 
itself sometimes as a mass. 


MERIT OF SURAH AL-FATIHAH (CHAPTER) 

jli Ji-iJ4^^111 ^ 

jtl ji jibs iij A i jiji jig jff Jil b jj 




oljj) ~lCJ3j\ e?jJl ^ ‘ jl* ffil 9 AUUM 


2118. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed ibn Mu'alla said that he was engaged in salah 

(prayer) in the mosque when the Prophet Muhammad JL> called him, so he 


1 Bukhari # 5018, Musim # 242-796. 

2 Bukhari # 5011, Muslim # 795, Tirmidhi # 2894, Musnad Ahmad 4-281. 
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did not give him an answer. Then he went to him and said, "O Messenger of Allah, 

I was offering salah (prayer) (so could not come then)." He asked, "Does not Allah 
say; Respond to Allah and to the Messenger when the Messenger calls you.?" Then, 
he asked, "Shall I not teach you the greatest surah in the Quran before you go out of 
the mosque?" He then took him by the hand, and as they were about to go out, he 
reminded him." O Messenger of Allah, you had said to me that you would teach me 
the greatest surah in the Quran." He said, (surah 1:107). It is the seven 

aft-repeated and the mighty Quran (^kJi^') that has been given to me." 1 
COMMENTARY: The words, 'Respond to Allah and to the Messenger../ are from the 
Quran (8:24). This means that if any one offering salah (prayer) responds to the Prophet 
Muhammad then his salah (prayer) will not become void. It is like addressing the 

Prophet Muhammad (jUjUpatju while offering the salah (prayer). 

Surah al-Fatihah (chapter) may be brief but its benefit and meanings are unlimited. Some 
saintly men did say that everything in the previous heavenly Books is found in the Quran 
and everything in the Quran is found in al-Fatihah (chapter) and whatever is in surah ul- 
fatihah is found in the basmalah^ 

The seven verses are often repeated in the salah (prayer) and they are surah al-Fatihah 
(chapter). The mighty Quran also refers to surah al-Fatihah (chapter). In terms of meaning 
and benefits, it is a great part of the Quran, so it is called the mighty Quran. 


EXCELLENCE OF SURAH AL-BAQARAH 

6^ I IjW Vjiij & & I S* & Sj-!o jli Jls ‘jij 1 ?J-i (T "'' > 

C*Ju-a aijj) 1 d?jJI v^JI 


2119. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Do not turn your homes into graveyards. The devil flees from the house in 

which surah al-Baqarah is recited." 2 

COMMENTARY: Graveyards are places where w3orship is not practiced. If the same thing 
is done at home, then they are like graveyards and their dwellers are like the dead who do 
not engage in worship. Recitation of the Quran, particularly al-Baqarah, attracts Allah's 
mercy and preserves from the devil's mischief. Surah al-Baqarah has Allah's attributes and 
many commands too. 


THE QURAN AS INTERCESSOR 

l \J{£\Sjhjhj4&ds\ <Jjjj dju-i jll Islsf 

JSJ5 uill fijpi * I ^ 

SJyL Cj^ ^ £j* ^ • j ls t-k |1 ^ » j lljkp 9 I ^ ♦ j l 1a L»£< Lijfib 

// * 0 * * * 

o 1 1 Vj itfjSj ulli i 


2120. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 


1 Bukhari # 5006, Tirmidhi # 2875, Nasai'i # 913, Musnad Ahmad 4-211. 

2 Musim # 212-780, Tirmidhi # 2877. 
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Ajifr in say, "Recite the Quran, for on the day of resurrection it will come as an 
intercessor for its companions (meaning, those who recite it constantly). Recite the 
two radiant surahs, al-Baqarah and surah Aal Imran, for, on the day of resurrection, 
they will come as though two clouds or two shades or two flocks of birds in rows 
arguing for their companions (who recite them constantly). Recite surah al-Baqarah, 
•for, being constant with it results in blessings but neglecting it will cause regret. 
And, the false and lethargic are unable to recite it." 1 
COMMENTARY: Teebi explained that shade is provided in three ways according to 
those who recite these surahs, recite and understand them, and (recite, understand and) 
teach others too. 


j\ Ut uil (jfj &4\ IjjMJSZ fj lis\j 



2121. Sayyiduna An-Nawwas ibn Sam'ran said that he heard the Prophet 
Muhammad say. "On the day of resurrection, the Quran and its people 

who abided by it will be brought, surah al-Baqarah and Aal Imran will lead the 
Quran, as though two black clouds or two canopies. There will be light between 
them. Or, they will be as though two flocks of birds in rows. They will dispute for 
their companion (who recited them both)." 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) is evidence that only those who abide by the 

Quran are its people for whom it will intercede. The Quran will perhaps be given a form. 

The light between them is said by some to mean the basmaiah(<^ 

AAYAT UL KURSI IS THE GREATEST VERSE. 


siii yfcSi>s uT (3,sLy #siii Jijjiji jjJo jl! Ji £JI6 £ -J <T ' TT) 

jlf Jilt sill,Jji jMciiAS JU5 

OJ-..I Jj) y jiiil bt bjSJl jSjVja 5 iV.'dJi dii 


2122. Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b said that Allah's Messenger (JL-jAJpin^Lo 

asked him, "O Abu al Mundhir, do you know which verse of Allah's Book is the 
greatest in your sight?" He said, "Allah and His Messenger know best." (But) 
Allah's Messenger ,JL.j sa JU> asked him again, "O Abu al-Mundhir, do you 
know which verse of the Book of Allah,, the Exalted, is the greatest in your 
sight?" He said (this time) •juh '&) (otherwise 255 of al-Baqarah)." He 

patted him on his chest and commanded him, "May knowledge be beneficial for 
you, O Abu al-Mundhir!" 3 

COMMENTARY: This verse is the aayat ul kursi. It asserts the unity of God, It speaks of 


1 Muslim # 252-804, Musnad Ahm id 4.154. 

2 Muslim # 253-805, Tirmidhi # 2883, Darimi # 3391, Musnad Ahmad 5-361. 

3 Muslim # 258-810, Abu Dawud # 1410, Musnad Ahmad # 5-142. 
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Allah's Greatness and mentions His attributes. 

• O |85 dll Ja >j&3 JiS (Yur) 

^ c j7rt5> v a j 4llc itjj 1 <1-51 (J9 jV iAJl9j4j.1a. 19(j$jis£ (Jjo-lS 


Jil U §j&j 4 >bt b ^Ijj ^dc 4l)l J4> ^jJI jlil (i-iwals 41& AjI»J jll i Jbji, iiU. £jj 
il 4 jI Lsf jlS oJl^i 4*U>ji VbtJ SJbjA S 4 .U. (£ 1 . dJI JjlLj b Ail ^1x31 AJjL-l 

jist p-li%9 4 j-UoJ-9 J jp£-Ci 4j| ^JlJJ A^lkC All 1 I dj®i -*4j 1 d*9 ii±Jl3 JlS” 

jrlSJ jts ^5 jll jLzj 4dc ill j-2» ill <JjAJ Ji AJllil jV Alii ^ijdtl^Ulill 6-5 

U >ib 1 b jhs <& il l J* ^ 1 jjJLj y Jil As^aU djU iji-T 

AblT il ij. Uf Jill aSjlj, A j>i V b^j SjJjA liU. (sA ^li! jjJlj b dll AJjL-I JjaI 

jOjJ adc ill J* ill Ji dikl/V dill A&I&^USl 6? jfeg *l*J AiA&ji i 

d4il lii Uj ill dulb oU£ dUUl ^3 <Jtl Sjis ji 3^ V JJ.J3 diiolj^ I jdj 

65 dJdi ji<y dill Satfi jb> jjfsii ^-1 ji Vi 331 V ill ^iii hi fjill diiij.? J} 


adc ill J^> in jjdj ^ ilia di^tl a£lj dikl jk AjUsA Ab_45 -ll|U. ih 

diJiljA'i dJl9Ju2» 4j| Ul (JU 1 |j £UI ~J ol»^ Ail dJ3 dJjd.1 U 

(^jl^loljj)^U4£dJlS Jll^dJi Jldd.dillid^^c^ Jlijj 


2123. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** narrated: Allah's Messenger jd -j *ju- -it JL> 
assigned to me the charge of the zakah of Ramadan (which is sadaqah (charity) of 
eed ul fitr). Someone came to me and began to collect handfuls of food (in his 
vessel). I seized him and said to him, "I will take you to Allah's Messenger JU> 
(JL-j. He pleaded, "I am needy with children and family dependent on me. I am very 
needy. "I let him go. In the morning, the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUt asked me, 
"What happened to your captive of last night, O Abu Hurayrah?" (Allah had 
informed him). I said, "O Messenger of Allah, he complained to me of his dire need 
and dependent children, so I was sorry for him and let him go." He said, "Beware! 
He has lied to you and will come back.' I was sure that he would return because 
Allah's Messenger (jL-jUpiii J^> had said so. Hence, I waited for him. He arrived and 
began to collect handfuls of food. I caught him and told him that I would certainly 
take him to Allah's Messenger JL*. He pleaded that I should let him go, for, 

he was needy and had children who depended on him. He assured me that he 
would not return. So, I felt sorry for him and released him. In the morning. Allah's 
Messenger ( *l->4 5 1p<Su iJ l* asked me about my captive and I informed him of what had 
transpired and I felt sorry for him and let him go. He said that he had lied to me and 
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would return. I wait ed for him as he came and collected handfuls of food, I aught 
him and said that I would definitely take him to Allah's Messenger since 

this was the third time that he asserted that he would not return, but he always did. 
He pleaded, "Let me go. I shall teach you some words whereby Allah will benefit 
you. When you go to your bed notice the aayat ul kursi ftto the end of 
the verse. Then, a guardian from Allah will watch over you and no evil will 
approach you will morning." I let him go once again. In the morning. Allah's 
Messenger ,*JL. j Up ifo JL* asked me, "What happened to your captive?" I said that he 
taught me some words whereby he assured me that Allah would benefit me. He 
said, "Certainly, he told you the truth but he is a liar otherwise, indeed. Are you 
aware who you have been talking to those three nights?" I said, "No," and he said, 
"He was the devil. (He had come to rob the property of sadaqah (charity))" 1 


MERIT OF AL-FATIHAH (CHAPTER) & LAST VERSES OF AL-BAQARAH 


<>$ izlk (Jll (j-lic-uel 

ill jlil illi* Ha (jjt! vijjl Vi & i&4 JJjJjJl <M .tillI Of 4^1? ill jlSs Hilj <i|jj 

■iM y Uij ijS U &J c/i JjL jlis jLi .jsjJi Vi & SM £ ijfejVi Jl iJis 

oa_..i j j > niu’\ Vi U44 < 4 ^ 0 % c) i s ijXj L_>ii§Ji isiU 


2124. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that Jibril (gabriel) p'jLJuJp was sitting with 

the Prophet Muhammad fL-jUpiii and he heard a creaking sound from above 
him (of a door opening). He raised his head and said, "This is a door of the 
heaven that is opened today. It was not opened until today." An angel descended 
from it. Jibril (gabriel) {OLJiUp said, "This angel has come down to earth. He had 
never come down till today." He offered salaam (greetings to the Prophet 
Muhammad j»JL.j Up h and said, "Glad tidings to you for two lights that have 

been granted to you as have never been granted to any Prophet Muhammad <5# 
(,jl.jUp you; fatihat ul kitab (surah al Fatihah) and the last verses of surah al 
Baqarah. For every letter (word) of them that you recite, you will be given the 
reward thereof, of your prayer will be answered." 2 
COMMENTARY: Surah al-Fatihah (chapter) and al-Baqarah's verses will lead their reciters 
with light on the day of resurrection. 

The last verses of surah al-Baqarah begin from to the end of the surah 

(the final ruku). The prayers in these readings will be answered and the words will fetch 
reward on reading them. The letter in hadith stands for words ftu*). 




l>4 


VJLr j tijVl JLzj 3l)l a 13I (Jll (Jll 






(Up q 

2125. Sayyiduna Abu Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j 


1 Bukhari # 2311. 

2 Muslim # 254-806, Nasai'i # 912. 
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said, "The two verses at the end of surah al-Baqarah are enough for one who recites 
them at night." 1 

COMMENTARY: These verses are enough to preserve the reciter from the mischief of men 
and jinn. Or. They are enough to replace standing in prayer at night. 

MEMORIZING FIRST TEN VERSES OF AL-KAHF 


JT obf ji£ & jLzj jli pisjljl c£j v ] n > 


C p ^** j9 ° I j j ) ^ 1 

2126. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "He who memorizes ten verses at the beginning of surah al-Kahf will be 
protected from the dajjal (the great deceiver) ." 2 
COMMENTARY: The dajjal (the great deceiver) could be the one who will appear near the 
last Hour, or every liar and fraud who troubles the people. 

The version of Tirmidhi (# 2146) to follow mention any one wh > recites three verses of al- 
kahf. Scholars say that while this hadith means one who will meet the dajjal (the great 
deceiver) will be safe from him, the next one (# 2146) mean one who does not encounter 
him will be safe. The trial be severe if one encounters the dajjal (the great deceiver) more 
than if one does not encounter him. 


MERIT OF SURAH AL-IKHLAS 


Hi 0 c| jLj & jjJij JiS jil v YA - Y ' 

i jXLi i\jj Hi jjjtf Id dn ji jtl s^i^i Hi \jk J&s ijte 

Q ,I o\jj 


2127. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger jl* 

asked, "Can any of you be unable to recite one third of the Quran in a night?" They 
(the sahabah) asked, "How may one third of the Quran be recited?" He 

explained that (JU-tai> ji) (surah al-Ikhlas) stands for one third of the Quran. 3 

2128. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that (the same hadith). 4 

COMMENTARY: Basically, the topics of the Quran are the three kinds: 

I. Stories of the past. 

II. Commands. 

HI. Monotheism. 

The unity of Allah is mentioned in Surah al-Ikhlas in a very strong and eloquent manner. 
The gist of tawhid (or monotheism) mentioned in the Quran is found in surah al-ikhlas. 
Reciting it is like reciting one third Quran. 

Some scholars say that the reward of surah al-Ikhlas is multiplied to be equivalent to that of 


1 Bukhari # 4008, Muslim # 255-807, Tirmidhi # 2881, Ibn Majah # 1368, Darimi # 3388, Musnad 
Ahmad 4-118. 

2 Muslim # 257-309, Abu Dawud # 4323, Tirmidhi # 2886, Musnad Ahmad 5-196. 

3 Muslim # 259-811, Abu Dawud # 1461, Tirmidhi # 2896, Nasai'i # 996. 

4 Bukhari # 7374 
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one third of the Quran. 

Q ijk J* Uio ^ && £fi (Ym) 

&V j-£ ^4 c£jJi 1jjft1jifj Ull laJ £>Jl ji. JJL ji^Ls, 


<JUU Lai 'y$\ ^ [ j l 4^.1 aJLo (Jl£3i£ll£i l£JJ 


(4jit 51JI sjjl 0 


2129. Sayyiduna Ay shah i^-an^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
sent a man as amir (commander) of an expedition. (He also was their in>am.) During 
the salah (prayer), when he recited for his men, he finished it with (o^iSn> ji) (Surah 
al-Ikhlas). When they returned, they mentioned it to the Prophet Muhammad -fin^ 
(JL-jUp who instructed them to ask him why he did so. When they asked him, he 
said, "Because it is a description of Rahman (the compassionate) and I love to recite 
it (with the unity of God)." The Prophet Muhammad said. Inform him 

that Allah loves him." 1 

COMMENTARY: In the last raka'sh of every salah (prayer), he recited al-Ikhlas with surah 
al-Fatihah (chapter). However, Ibn Hajar explained that in every raka'ah (complete 
part of a prayer), he recited surah al-Ikhlas either with surah al-Fatihah (chapter) alone or 
with surah al-Fatihah (chapter) and another surah. The first explanation is more plausible 
because all the ulama (Scholars) say that in this case, the salah (prayer) is correctly offered 
without distaste. 


L>1 jll jLs-T sijiji Ji bjjjl 4^.14 j jijl b Jll Ui-j Jts ujft !J-i < T ' r- > 

—.La. <s533 cs 1 n %51' j) 1 * 


2130. Sayyiduna Anas -up h ^ narrated that a man submitted. "O Messenger of 
Allah, I love this surah (al-Ikhlas) (.»'&> ji)." (He meant that he recited it often.) He 
said, "Surely, your love for it will admit you to paradise." 2 

MERIT OF MU'AWWATAYN 


jl l Jjjlj jll jll J$[ 

(j>S —a flljj) CLjJ^ \J^\ l)A9 


2131. Sayyidima Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that Allah's Messenger -Op&JLo 

(JL-j said, "Very excellent verses have been revealed tonight. Their like has not been 
seen! They are: (jiiitci^ijpi ji) and (^tfliofcjjptji) (al-Falaq and an-Naas)." 3 


AL-IKHLAS TO THE MU'AWWATAYN BEFORE RETIRING 



1 Bukhari # 7375, Muslim # 263-813, Nasai'i # 993. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2901, Bukhari # 7748. 

3 Muslim # 264-814, Tirmidhi # 2902, Nasai'i # 954. 
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p Uaii Jts J£d(j-t23l jji>l j ji-t *1^1 3JJI U-a£§ Ligis 

OlJ^ CJL^i C^5 J 43 I Uj 4^ijJ Li^> IJu3 oJJL£> (j* 

-JUS&JI *115 1 4i31 j^» IJJ4j^ US Jjii* y? 1 i-3 


2132. Sayyidah Ay shah narrated that on retiring every night to his bed, the 

Prophet Muhammad ( jL.j4 s l*-aii JL> put his hands together and breathed into them. 
Then he recited (A^ta >ji), Ji) and ji) (al-Ikhlas, al-Flaq and al- 

Naas). Then, he wiped his body as for as he could reach his hands. He began with 
his head, his face and the front of his body. He did it three times (meaning the 
whole exercise and after the front of his body, he wiped the rest of it). 1 
COMMENTARY: He first breathed into his hands and then recited. It is either that he did it 
to counter the securers who recited before breathing. Or it means that he decided to breathe 
before reciting. Then he recited and breathed into his hands. 

* i 

4JJ! • j l £"!I u-jIjL oJ j^*0*** 


We shall mention the hadith of Ibn Mas'ud in the chapter on Miraj (# 5865) Insha 

Allah: (jjL«j*JLpiii ( jL9j y.<j jJuj) 


SECTION II 

THREE THINGS UNDER THE THRONE ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 

isldl JijS osjil’l jll ^Lj^jSjI J* yi ^S. & ('f 11T ) 

4 &l£s Ci ii£ (^jidjuLbj ^ic^Vi &U% £iis j SVi iS 3 U-it 

^dii 


2133. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Awf i s' narrated that the Prophet 

Muhammad ,*JL »j *J* & J-* said, "On the day of resurrection, three things will be 
under the Throne. 

The Quran will content with men, in a clear, obvious sense and a obscure, 
complicated sense. 

The trust, and. 

Ties of relationship that will call, 'Allah will join those who joined me and sever 
those who severed me." 2 

COMMENTARY: These three things will be near Allah. The reward of those who respected 
them not be wasted. 

The Quran will get those people punished who had neglected it in the world. 

The verses of the Quran are very clear about the commands and most people comprehend 
them. Some however, are allegorical which need a deep thinking to understand them and 
only a few can fathom them. 


1 Bukhari # 5017, Tirmidhi # 3402, Ibn Majah # 3876, Musnad Ahmad 6-116. 

2 Baghavi in Sharh ul Eeman # 3433. 
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Trust refers to rights of Allah and of fellowmen. They must be honoured. 


RECITING THE QURAN WITH PAUSES 


jjb ijjjijt}\j _u^l dJlljls . $ j ls tjjJl 


2134. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn amir (commander) -up & narrated that Allah's 
Messenger said, "The man of the Quran (who recited and learnt it) 

will be told. "Recite and ascend. Recite gently with pauses (in tartil) as you were 
used to recite it gently in the world. Indeed, your goal will be at the last verse 
that you recite." 1 


COMMENTARY: The man of the Quran is he who recited the Quran regularly and abided 
by it. He is not one who recited the Quran but did not act according to its commands, for, 
he will deserve the curse that the Quran calls on such a one. 

Rather, a person who abides by the Quran is as one who recites it always though he may 
not have recited it really. 

Such a one will be asked to go on reciting and walk on in paradise. He will rise in ranks 
according to the verses he recites. The ranks or degrees in paradise are commensurate with 
the verses of the quran. Hence, if he recites the entire Quran, then he will get to the highest 
degrees of paradise and attain the one which he deserves and which is suitable for him. 
Among the manners of the recitation of the Quran is that it should be recited with tartil 
(adequate pauses), meaning with pauses and proper articulation. 

The number of verses of the Quran according to the kufis whose science is valid in our 
neighbourhood is six thousand two hundred thirty seven. There are other opinions too. 

See the books on tajwid (rules of recital)and qirat for details. 


HEART WITHOUT QURAN IS A DESOLATE PLACE 

6i jLj & alii J* sin ji» ji! os&. oil yf $ v ' ro > 

Ijl* jllj 21 jj ^ - if >5^1 


2135. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ju said, 

"He whose heart has nothing of the Quran in it is like a deserted house (he himself 
or his heart)." 2 


COMMENTARY: This applies to one who does not know anything of the Quran, or does 
not believe in it. 


BEING OCCUPIED WITH THE QURAN 

t£JjL5 tjjJpl (jjii jiLsj alM (J yJLj (Jla (JLs <3^ u* J ^ 


1 Tirmidhi # 2923, Abu Dawud # 1464, Musnad Ahmad 2-192. 

2 Tirmidhi 3 2913, Darimi # 3306, Musnad Ahmad 1-223. 
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^{$hP Jais^UjVl 

2136. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed A^isii^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that the Lord, Blessed and exalted, says, "He whom the Quran keeps occupied from 
my remembrance and from supplicating me, 1 grant him what is better than that 
which I grant the supplicants" And the excellence of Allah's words over all other 
words is like the excellence of Allah over His creation. 1 

COMMENTARY: This is a Hadith Qudsi(kind of tradition) from the words, "He whom the 
Quran keeps occupied..." The closing sentence, "The excellence of Allah's words...." 
Could be part of it or it could be a saying of the Prophet Muhammad 

TEN PIETIES AGAINST EACH LETTER 

4j «d.9 dll! li cy jA-^3 4UI <bl Jj-C> (Jls (Jls jJiLS Cy-j (YMPY) 

SI JjS-ill jjit Vl&iiiT iiJ-lj hsi. 

_isils 144 j* lii jlii&jiiiJ 

2137. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud ** A ye> narrated that Allah's Messenger _j Up A 
said, "He who recites a letter from the Book of Allah is rewarded with a piety and 
each piety is rewarded ten times. I do not say that (pi) (alif laam meem) is one letter. 
Rather, alif is a letter, laam is a letter and meem is a letter." 2 

QURAN IS A SOURCE OF GUIDANCE 

( 3 *JLd ^ • j lila jo»JLdl (Jll 0^3 

VI 4UI 4iil JjJLj C.JLo..rf Lit (Jll^Jji5 l£ji UjiJi.9 J3j\ (Jill 

£ 

UjjXi J.&I U 4JJ1 JjU b 1*4 rjU\ U JJi lil 

il)l 

C^l 4^i-> ^pJ jJ I^aflt.1 Vj JjP I £>£• (Jlife Vj frlilw) I £jL* ^4*~5 Vj <-U 
_/*•! 4j (J^c- 0-®J i3X^> 4 j (Jtl (V" lists Jjijpl (Jj,(j jj 43 ^r>^- bfjs bl, IjJ la jJLa. I j], 

IJu4 (Jbj oljj J 9 IJ -9 u^j (J-It Cyj 

2138. Sayyiduna Harith al A'war narrated that he passed by the mosque and 

found people plunged into chatter. He went to Sayyiduna Ali and told him 


1 Tirmidhi # 2935, Darimi # 3356. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2919, Darimi # 3308. 
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of it and he asked, "Is it like that?" He said, "Yes!" Whereupon he said, "Indeed, I 
had heard Allah's Messenger say that a fitnah would overtake people 

and I asked him how we would find relief from it. He said, "The Book of Allah. It 
contains an account of those who preceded you, news of those who will follow you 
and commands on what you will encounter. It is unmistakable judgement, not a 
jest. If any despotic abandons it. Allah will deride him into pieces and if any one 
seeks guidance from something other than it, then Allah leaves him to stray. It is 
Allah's strong rope. It is the wise reminder. It is the straight path. It is whereby 
desires cannot divert and tongues cannot be confused. The scholars will never be 
satiated with it. It does not become stale by much repetition and its wonders are 
never exhausted. It is the Book of which the jinn were not shy to say on hearing it: 



{Surely we have heard a wonderful Quran. It guides to rectitude, so we believe in it} 

(22:1-2) 

He who affirms it, speaks the truth. He who abides by it is rewarded. He who 
judges by it, is just. He who invites to it is guided on the straight path." 1 

COMMENTARY: Teebi &***■> said that if anyone stops to obey even one verse or one word 
of the Quran out of arrogance or to recite it then he is a disbeliever. But if he omits to recite 
it out of lethargy or weakness and respects the Quran at heart then he is not committing a 
sin though deprives himself of reward. 

If we say that desires cannot divert then how is it that the innovators stray though they too 
deduce from the Quran? The first things is that they lie when they say that they make their 
conclusions from the Quran. Secondly, their arguments and evidences, too, are wrong 
because they ignore the ahadith (traditions) and other sources which are necessary to 
understand the Quran. 

Therefore, they are misled because they do not follow the guidance of the Quran. Rather, 
they make it subservient to their ideology. Junayd describes a person who is 

satisfied with his ignorance as laughable. 

Allamah Teebi said about this portion of the hadith that the innovators are not capable 
of altering the meaningof the Quran. 

The tongue cannot* be confused means that no other language howsoever fluent can 
compare with the Qur'an's eloquence. Or, that the recitation of the Quran is not difficult for 
the believers even if their mother-tongue is not Arabic. The recitation appeals to hearts. It is 
as Allah says: 


ISJig S&J 


{And certainly we made the Quran easy for admonition....} (54:17 etc) 

The sciences of the Quran are so vast that with it. They cannot comprehend all of ihc them 
and they keep studying it for more knowledge. 

No matter how much one may recite the quran yet he will not weary of it. Every time he 
begins a fresh recital, he finds more savour in it. 


1 Tirmidhi # 2915, Darimi # 3331. 
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PARENTS OF SCHOLARS OF THE QURAN WILL BE CROWNED 

Ui j.Sj£i±J£ 

(jjta^lj -U&.I oljj)-I-X $j (J^c- 

2139. Sayyiduna Mu'adh al-Juhanni j narrated that Allah's Messenger U**#i JL* 
pL>j said, 'The parents of one who recites the Quran and abides by what it says will 
be given to put on a crown on the day of resurrection. Its light will be more bright 
than the light of the sun in the homes of this world if it were among you. Hence, 
what do you say of one who abides by it?" 1 

COMMENTARY: Teebi said that it is about one who has memorized the Quran. 

The hadith (tradition) concludes with the question that if the parents of this person who 
recites and puts into practice the Quran are made to wear a crown, what may be expected 
of one who abides by it? 

A MIRACLE OF THE QURAN 

c| ^ 1 -j l 3JJI <DI (Jj-ij (Jts ^-2 Ip cA ^ ^ ^ 

«ljj) JLjlyil&l 

2140. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

JU. Say, "If the Qur'an were cased in a skin and cast into the fire, it would 
not bum." 2 

COMMENTARY: Some people say that this miracle was in the times of the Prophet 
Muhammad It is like the miracles of other Prophet fN-Juj*, that ceased with them. 

However, some people say that 'skin' refers to the humen heart cased in his body and hide. 
The fire of hell will not bum one in whose heart the Quran is preserved. 

WILL INTERCEDE FOR TEN RELATIVES 

iMi JJ.U ijwJilils IJS C- 2 jU j 4* lill J5> ji« jj4j jll jl» & (Tu '> 

iiit Jijj _jd)i jj il j$i LA Sji£ Q allj 5lii itli 5ii.iT 4.ai> 

(SylJll <LiU4-li4j^j±4j- •U+z- 4j.ui.jj 

2141. Sayyiduna Ali j narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL.jUpinsaid, "As for 
him who recites the Quran and memories it, and respects its lawful as lawful and 
unlawful as unlawful, Allah will admit him to paradise and let him intercede for 
ten members of his family, each of whom would be otherwise eligible for hell." 3 


1 Abu Dawud # 1453, Musnad Ahmad 3-440. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 4-455, Darimi # 3130. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2914, Ibn Majah # 216, Musnad Ahmad 1-418. 
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SURAH AL-FATIHAH (CHAPTER) IS INOCMPARABLE 

<j \j& Ol jgSj dil J- 2 * 4 LI jjJ,J jtl jlS ( YUY ) 

j I Ls 4iLl£ *tl31 4.131 (3^2.9 ^ « j ( 3-a3l J»l s_j!Lo3I 

tjiisii 'oi lijj Uii* j jjijji 4 tfj £f-i\ 4 sijjIji 

<4jJ (j-$ £^1.151 ^JjJ Sljj -^LLcd ^ia.^1 


%., * 9 ,, 


IjUb^i^Jjl jllj 


. 2142. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-j-uip-fc 

asked (Sayyiduna) Ubayy ibn Ka'b -up in "How do you recite in the salah 
(prayer)!" He recited the umm ul quran. So, Allah's Messenger ^-apiitju- said, "By 
Him in whose hand is my soul, no surah like it is revealed in the Torah, the Injil or 
the Zabur and not even in the Quran. It is the sab'un minal mathani (the mighty 
Quran that is given to me."Darimi has it from 'no surah like it is revealed...' but 
does not name Ubayy ibn Ka'b -lp-su^j 1 

COMMENTARY: See the commentary against the hadith (tradition) # 2118 on 'the seven 
oft repeated and the mighty Quran/ 


LEARNING & ACTING ON QURAN 


sj_jU 4M 4i sin J* in jpj> jii jil ijijM & c/-j « 1 ' in 

33J-S kZi£5 & (J&J /jjB$ K-1S aJlftS 

(«ia.U (y Ij <y LjJ I j 1*131 0 ij ^ cjj I i-jIJ-*- Jlsi’ li>j 


2143. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up-ii,^*, narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L-j-uipiii 
said, "Learn the Quran and read it. Know that he, who learn it and recites it 
(always) and occupies himself in it by keeping awake in the night, is like a bag full 
of musk whose fragrance spreads throughout the place. And, he, who learns it and 
goes to sleep with it in his heart, is like a bag that has musk tied up in it." 2 
COMMENTARY: Abu Muhammad said that it is a fard Kifayah(adequate obligation) to 
learn the Quran and to teach it to other people. Further, it is fard(compulsory) ayn on every 
Muslim to learn the surahs or verses to be able to recite in the salah (prayer). 

Imam (leader)Nawawi said that to occupy oneself in memorizing more than surah al- 
Fatihah (chapter) (at least enough for the fdrd(compulsory) recitation) whether verses or surah is 
better than occupying in offering the optional salah ( prayer ) because it is a fard kifayah (adequate 
obligation) and more important than optional salalt (prayer). Some later day scholars rule that it 
is better to engage in memorizing the Quran than to occupy in acquiring the sciences that are 
fard kifayah (adequate obligation). However, it is not better to engage in memorizing the quran 
than to acquire those branches of knowledge as arefard(compulsory) ayn to acquire. 


1 Tirmidhi # 2884, Nasai'i # 914, Musnad Ahmad 4.211 (Also Bukhari # 5006, Abu Dawud # 1458), 
Darimv 

2 Tirmidhi # 2885, Ibn Majah # 217. 
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The heart of one who learns and reads the Quran which is like musk when he recites the 
Quran, its blessing spreads in his house up to the listeners. But, one who learns it but 
neither recites it nor acts on it, does not get the blessing of the quran and does not diffuse it 
to other people. He is like a sealed bag of musk that spreads no fragrance at all. 


BLESSING OF AAYATUL KURSI & SURAH AL-MUMIN 

^1 jJlj o\jj JfA JIoa ^4ij \J* U^J^j-iaii. 

jilj 


2144. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone recites in the morning up to (j^di^i) (40:1-3) and aayat ul 

Kursi (2:255), then he is protected till evening because of that. And if he recites 
them in the evening then he is protected thereby till it is morning." 1 


COMMENTARY: The first three verses of surah al-Mumin of Ghafir are; 


{Ha Meem. The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Mighty, the knower, 
forgiver of sin and Acceptor of repentance. Severe in retribution Lord of bounty. 
There is no God but he, to Him is the eventual return} (40:1-3) 

INSCRIBED ON THE PRESERVED TABLET 


q Vj SJAl\ sJjJi U 4 J jSa. u^-^15 olj-i-lJI (3^ 

-44/ lii &hp $$tii -<L>U£*3I us .i 

2145. Sayyiduna Nu'man ibn Bashir narrated that Allah's Messenger 


(4-*j said that Allah wrote a Book two thousand years before He created the heavens 
and the earth. Of that. He sent down two verses with which surah al-Baqarah is 
concluded. If they are recited three nights in a house, then the devil does not 
approach it. 2 


FIRST THREE VERSES OF AL-KAHF 

<-a 4SJI (Jjl (ja obi O^Xj Ij5-9 (ja Xbl J-ij {Jls (Jls *I 3 Jjl 51 <3! q^J ^ ^ 

— Qr~^‘ dLoJJv IJCb Jbj (jjOJo' 1 a'jj ! ajJ.3 


1 Tirmidhi # 2888, Darimi # 3386. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2891, Darimi # 3388, Musnad Ahmad 4-274. 



355 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


2146. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger jLe 

said, "If any one recites the first three verses of surah al-Kahf, then he is protected 
from the fitnah (trial) of the dajjal (the great deceiver) ," 1 
COMMENTARY: See the commentary against hadith (tradition) # 2126. Besides that, 
initially ten verses of surah al-Kahf were mentioned. Then, they may have been brought to 
three to allow for ease. 


SURAH YASIN IS THE HEART OF THE QURAN 

eiiij tdi jiS uv > 



2147. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Surely, there is a heart for everything, and the heart of the Quran is (surah) Yasin. 
For him who recites Yasin, Allah records (as if) he recited the Quran ten times." 2 


COMMENTARY: The surah Yasin contains the gist of the knowledge of the Quran. It 
mentions the last day and the objectives of the Quran. 


SURAH TAHA & YASIN 

^oSi iSfilii Uls^l£ i>jVij oi>U)i jlM 


2148. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Indeed, Allah recited (the surah) TaHa and Yasin one thousand years before 
He created the heavens and the earth. When the angels heard the Quran (meaning, 
these two surahs), they said, "Happy, indeed, are the ummah (people/followers) to 
whom this will be revealed. Happy indeed, are the heart that will hold them! And, 
happy are the tongues that will recite them!" 3 

COMMENTARY: The words that Allah recited the Quran me.' n that He disclosed it, or that 

He made some angels recite to the others, or that He informed them of these surah. 

The word 'Quran' is used for qirat (recital) and also any part of it. 

BLESSING OF HA MEEM DUKHAN 


Z& £a.t '£> & J±£J (JjJLj Jl! Jl! <c£j O’H'l) 

Jbj v^iiLaS 0>\ '■i.d.jJv 1 jJt> Jbj o\jj —^ - jJ'M .i .'.i 



2149. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 


1 Tirmidhi # 2895, Muslim # 809, Musnad Ahmad # 21771. 

2 Tirmidhi it 2896, Darimi # 3416, Musnad Ahmad 5-26. 

3 Darimi # 3414. 
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said, "If anyone recites (the surah) Haa Meem ad-Dukhan in the night, then he will 
wake up in the morning with seventy thousand angels seeking forgiveness for 


Him." 1 


SJ 


JjJjj Jtl (Jll He.j 




l£. I Jui> (JlSj 


2150. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "He, who recites Haa Meem ad-Dukhan on the night of Friday (meaning, the 

night preceding Friday), will be forgiven (his sins)." 2 


MERIT OF THE MUSABBIHAT 

^< J 6 ^JJI ^ • j l I ^^oY-Y\ ) 


1 lljjj oljj 




I JUb ^ < j ljJLa 


.2151. Sayyiduna al-Irbad ibn sariyah narrated that the Prophet used to recite 

al-Musabbihat before going to sleep. He would say. "Indeed there is in them a verse 
that is better than one thousand verses." 3 

2152. Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Ma'dan also narrated it in a Mursal form. 4 
COMMENTARY: The musabbihatare the surahs that begin with the word or (^) or 
(jr^) or (jp) and they are seven surahs; 

1. Surah al-Isra #17 (^«w^ < p'ii*y*a»*^) 

2. Surah al-Hadid # 57. 

3. Surah al-Hashr # 59 

4. Surah as-Saff # 61. 

5. Surah al-Jummah (people/followers) # 62 

6. Surah al-Taghabun # 63 

7. Surah al-ATa # 87. 

About the verse that is better than me thousand verses some scholars say that it is the verse: 



{Had we sent this Qur'an on a mountain} (59:21) 

Others say that it is: 


(j&j JjbJ u-S? bJ I J J-* Uol I J jkr VlJ J jVl 


{He is the first and the Last, and the Manifest and the Hidden, and He is the knower 

of everything.} (al-Hadid, 57:3) 

However, Teebi <ssa**-j said that it is very difficult to determine the verse. He says, that like 


1 Tirmidhi # 2897. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2898, Darimi # 3420. 

3 Abu Dawud # 5057, Tirmidhi # 2921, Musnad Ahmad. 

4 Darimi # 3424. 



357 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


laylat ul qadr (most important night of the year) and the hour of Friday, this verse too is 
undisclosed. The ulama (Scholars) agree that the Teebi's idea is more correct. 


EXCELLENCE OF OURAH AL MULK 

ibi’ <J S *131 ^ 6fj ' or ^ 

(•LvL Crt Ij cs'i—jjJ-ajO lj Jlo*.I aij I jJu ^ jj I dJjLj 

2153. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUp-SaJUj 

said, "Surely,.a surah of the Quran containing thirty verses interceded for a man till 
he was forgiving (his sins). It is (Surah al-Mulk # 67)" 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) could refer to a man in the past who valued surah 
al-Mulk. When he died, this surah interceded for him with Allah so that he was preserved 
from punishment. 

However, it could also mean to refer to the future. Whoever recites it, this surah will 
intercede for him on the day of resurrection. Allah will accept it intercession. 

jisj «££ &1 j^» ^lil 58 Usii Js. ijidl &jJI dJjld 8 Jp bS Ail 

(Jllj IIjj ^ <JtiI ojjXU 

2154. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ** in narrated that a companion of the Prophet 

Muhammad pitched a tent over a grave but did not know that there was 

a grave (underground). The grave dweller was a man who recited surah al-Mulk (# 
67) to the end of it. He came to the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUtisn and informed 
him of it. He said, "It is the repeller. It is the rescuer. It rescues him from Allah's 
punishment." 2 


COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad's companion may have heard the 

grave dweller in his dream, or, what is more correct, he may have heard him in his 
wakening state. 


THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S PRACTICE BEFORE GOING TO SLEEP 

*iSi ifJjyj Jsj» jsr(A jL,jA£&\ S* (noo) 


2155. Sayyiduna Jabir ^ narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ^L-j *Jp An 
never went to sleep without having recited (jjjiipi) (# 32) and (wXidtgai^'wijUs) (# 67) 3 


1 Abu Dawud # 1400, Tirmidhi # 290, Ibn Majah 3786, Musnad Ahmad 2.299. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2899. 

3 Tirmidhi # 2892, Darimi # 3411, Musnad Ahmad 3-340. 
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MERIT OF THE SURAHS AZ-ZILZAL, AL-IKHLAS & AL-KAFIRUN 


-aJij (J-XiU I4l3l ^JJl (Jls Ifi (jgii£• g^ G^J? ^ ^ 

^^ % 34^I I^;„jl I iGAjJ^T<U i Ju4,_)3 9 ^ > j (/« 2 - ! 


2156. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas and Anas ibn Maalik both narrated that 

Allah's Messenger said (cJ^)iM) (# 99) is like half the Quran, (i^ianjiji) is 

like a third of the Quran and (oj>«&it£uji) is like one fourth of the Quran." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Quran speaks of this world and the next. The surah az-Zilzal 
describes the end emphatically, so it is called half of the Quran. 

We have spoken of al-Ikhlas earlier (hadith # 2127). The Surah al Kifirun is described as 
one-fourth of the Quran because it mentions tawhid (monotheism) very succinctly, it being 
one of four topics of the Quran. 


TEST THREE VERSES OF AL-HASHR 
o!> iGAIj G* (J^ JlXwJ 0 s " lA C^J ^^ 


$ 

& ^4jGfj 6U^Jill Q ^ ^ • jU£-4j ^ • j J1 *sj cJLLo *—ajT 

JLoO-i oljj 


2157. Sayyidtma Ma'qil ibn Yasar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

(GL-j-uU- said, "If anyone recites jJ' jikGJi ^u-Di iab ijc-i) three times in the morning 

and then recites the three last verses of surah al Hashr, then Allah deputes over him 
seventy thousand angels who invoke blessings on him till evening, end if he dies that 
days he will die a martyr And, he who observes this in the evening, he too will be of 
that rank." 2 


AL-IKHLAS TWO HUNDRED TIMES 

jii jLzjgfedii ( noA ) 

IIJ aljj —G^J ^ • J J.S4 ^ • j l Vj aIjL lG Jjj 


^ C 


-u4^ ^ vj_jj.S3 ^ijl 


2158. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ^jUe.kjLe> said, 

"As for one who recites every day (o*-i;5ii > ji) two hundred times, sins of fifty years 
will be erased from him unless he is indebt." (see commentary for in debt) 

According to another version, it is fifty times (instead of two hundred times) and it 
does not mention, 'unless he is in debt.' 3 

COMMENTARY: 'Unless he is in debt' - the word for debt is (#* dayn). The Urdu 


1 Tirmidhi # 2894. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2922, Darimi # 3425. 

r ’ Tirmidhi # 2898, DArimi # 3438. 
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translation says 'rights of fellow men over him. This could mean that dayn will not be 
forgiven, or that because of it, this concession will not be available to him at all and none of 
his sins will be erased for him. Dayn (^j) means right of fellow men. 


AL-IKHLAS BEFORE GOING TO SLEEP 

'A ^ • jl 31 J 1 Cy&1 1O' ^ ® ^ ) 

l$lAp &\JJ eJL^.1 £ jiil b d&\ Sjk ^b231Jj5 ^ J* 



2159. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad said, 

"If anyone decides to sleep on his bed and lies on his right side and recites (.W&t> ji) 
(al-Ikhlas) one hundred times, the Lord will say to him on the day of resurrection 'O 
My slave, enter paradise to your right side." 1 

COMMENTARY: It is a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad to lie on the 

right side. This hadith (tradition) hints that the gardens on the right side of paradise are 
better than those to its left side. 


MORE ABOUT AL-IKHLAS 

jlSl lit ill l ji \j& Uio M ill I ii^> «gi) I _Lj \ I qi cAj < T ' 1 ■•) 

jjJlj La oljj) lid I JtS f..' Laj .j. Ls 


2160. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad it JL«> 

heard a man recite (JU-tia> ji). He said, "It is become wajib (obligatory)!" He 
asked him, "what is wajib (obligatory)?" He said, "Paradise." 2 

MERIT OF AL-KAFIRUN 


jus Ji db/TSi AJjit lip. si) I j_p j b jll Alt 6? SijjS 6*j < m ' > 

jjbjjlj o\JJ) -I. 


1.9 

> ^ 1 V tl 1 | (1. 




2161. Sayyiduna Farwah ibn Nawfal it narrated on the authority of his father 
that he had asked Allah's Messenger ^ jUpit^ to teach him something that he may 
say when he retired to bed. So, he instructed him to say (jj^tqituji) because it is an 
acquittal from polytheism. 3 

MERIT OF MU'AWWADHATAYN 


jj.pl^VlJ ^Lo>dU jU-ij aIIc iiJI ji—il bl Lb 

jjilj jjiL) j<d!t 4UI 4 JJI S-b-Li 


1 Tirmidhi # 2898. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2897, Nasai'i # 994, Muwatta Maalik # 8 (Quran), Musnad Ahmad 2-302. 

3 Abu Dawud # 5055, Tirmidhi # 3403, Musnad Ahmad 5-456, Darimi # 3427. 
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a j jjju (4>d Ls_^j i 'jj*j L bJjisJo-UI 


2162. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that while he was with Allah's 
Messenger ,*JL» j*J p<&i on the path between al-Juhfah and al-Abwa, a wind and deep 
darkness covered them. So, Allah's Messenger began to seek refuge in 

Allah with (jUiiojji je\) and (^lili^ij*t) (surah al-Falaq and an-Naas). And, he said, "O 
Uqbah, seek refuge with them (in Allah). There is no set of words to seek refuge 
like them." 1 


4JJI jjJij $4 Q (y nr) 

viAO ijiollj •1^*1 AiJl (J 3 (Jla U <jl (JUai obSjits 


(c^LJj !j jJIjjjIj 1 0 lj j)^ 6-5 

2163. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Khubayb said that on a rainy and intensely 

dark night they went out not seek Allah's Messenger ( *JL.j*Jp-aii L5 L«» They found him he 
said, "Recite!" He submitted, "what may I recite?" He instructed him to recite al- 
Ikhlas and al-Mu'awwidatayn three times each morning and evening saying. "They 
will suffice you for every purpose." 2 

(ili, | Jj& SjjJjjJ y$k 4jJt b Jll XpoL u&j ) 

(jjijl jJlj —iJlj Ju»a.l oljj) -t|^l j 3 ^ JLlc- 


2164. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir *narrated that he asked Allah's Messenger 
(jL-jAjfriijUo whether he should recite surah Hud or surah Yusuf. He said, "You 
cannot recite anything better with Allah than ji) (Surah al-Falaq)." 3 

COMMENTARY: No other surah is as effective in seeking refuge from trials and 
tribulations as surah al-Falaq is. 

Allamah Teebi said that this hadith (tradition) refers to both surahs, al-Falaq and an- 
Naas. Ibn Maalik also said that both the surahs are recommended by this hadith 
(tradition). Though only one is mentioned, both are meant. 


SECTION III 


dJliiljiiJt 


4- > 


OBEY THE QURAN 

P \> \pJ \3 1 ij*/T jlii ^ ii Ja ^in jpj JiS JS 6* (mo) 


—oij kp 


2165. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Explain the meaning of the Quran. Follow its gharib. Its gharib are its 

prescribed duties and its limits." 4 


1 Abu Dawud # 1463. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5082, Tirmidhi # 3575, Nasai'i # 5428. 

3 Nasai'i # 953, Darimi # 3439, Musnad Ahmad 4-149. 

4 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul eeman # 2293. 
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COMMENTARY: The gharib of the Quran are the prescribed duties and the limits. They are 
what is disallowed. In short, those things that the Quran has commanded, should be done 
and those that it has prohibited, should be shunned. 


RECITING THE QURAN 

8pl_/| 0'S (J-<a S j !LZ}\ (J ^ . j l_^a3| 5 ailfi £iJI ^ ♦ j l Y\) 

6s JZq 




2166. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ,*JL. jUe-ii 

said, "Recitation of the Quran in the salah (prayer) is better than recitation of 
the Quran outside the salah (prayer). And, recitation on the Quran outside the 
salah (prayer) is better than tasbih and takbir. And the tasbih is better than 
sadaqah (charity). And, sadaqah (charity) is better than fasting, and fasting is a 
shield from the fire." 1 


COMMENTARY: Reciting in salah (prayer) is better then at other times. In this way reciting in salah 
(prayer) that is offered in a standing posture is better than in salah (prayer) in sitting position. 
Recitation at other times is better then glorifying and extolling Allah and other kinds of 
devotional exercises. 

These other things like glorifying Allah are better than sadaqah (charity) or spending in 
Allah's path. Of course, it is generally presumed that worship profitable to others is better 
(like sadaqah (charity)) than worship whose benefit is localized (like tasbih), but dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) is out of scope of it because dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is the best form 
of worship and the greatest. According to sahih ahadith (authentic traditions), dhikr 
(hallowing and glorifying Allah) is better than spending gold and silver in Allah's path. 2 
Sadaqah (charity is better than fasting because the letter is limited to oneself in the benefit 
accrued from it, but the former diffuses its benefit to other people. However, we must 
remember the hadith (tradition) that Allah assures the son of Aadam a reward of ten times 
for every deed he performs but he says, "Fasting is for Me and I alone shall reward it." The 
ulama (Scholars) say that he who fasts adopts Allah's attribute of not eating. 

RECITATION FROM THE BOOK BETTER THAN FROM MEMORY 


jU-ij(JjJo (Jl! ££ tj*j\ 

•»AajS I cfjj. j a£«a*>«a111(j kj pi jbj I • j l (jX “Pi 8 


2167 Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Abdullah ibn Aws Thaqafi & reported on the 
authority of his grandfather that Allah's Messenger said, "A man's 

recitation of the Quran without (looking into) a copy of the Quran (but from memory) 
fetches a reward from one thousand degrees, but his recitation from a copy of the 


1 Bayhaqi in shu'ab ul eeman # 2243. 

2 It is better than other worship profitable to other people but not than teaching religion. See the 
ahadith (traditions) in the Book of knowledge. In fact, teaching and knowledge of religion is itself a 
form of dhikr (hallowing of Allah). (Further from the urdu book 02 p 409) 
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Quran (looking into it) fetches a double reward up to two thousand degrees." 1 
COMMENTARY: One who recites the Quran by looking at its copy is enabled to study 
and ponder. He feels humble and submissive. He also sees the Quran and is rewarded for 
the sight and he also touches it. Many sahabah (Prophet's companions) and 

tabi'un recited the Quran by looking at the book. In this way, they could honour 
and esteem the Quran. 

Sayyiduna Uthman always recited the Quran by looking at its copy. The result was that the 
two copies that he had were worn out from constant handling. 


REMEMBERING DEATH & RECITATION KEEP HEART ALIVE 


l i „ i jj i f 

#jgJl iSjj IjUgi odl Ji tjiS jlS ujiL. Uj sJJI j jSj b Jg &Sl SiUlTSi 
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2168. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar **4#^ narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"These hearts, surely, become rusty like iron becomes rusty when water seeps into 
it." Someone asked, "O messenger of Allah, what is the cure for it?" He said, "Much 
remembrance of death and recitation of the Quran." 2 
COMMENTARY: Sin and neglect of piety cause hearts to rust. That can be removed by 
remembering death constantly and reciting the Quran very often. 


THE MOST GLORIOUS SURAH 


Ji jl! JJSfcT | 4JJI jjJtf % Ji *3 jl* (Ym) 
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2169. Sayyiduna Ayfa ibn Abdul Kila'I **• 4a narrated that a man asked 'O 
Messenger of Allah, which surah of the Quran is the greatest?" He said, (Jis-laii>ji) 
(al-Ikhlas)." Then, he asked, "which verse in the quran is the greatest?" He said, 
"Aayat ul Kursi: *ji *H V ‘M). The man asked. "Which verse, O Prophet 

Muhammad 4a jl* of Allah, you would like should profit you and your 

ummah (people/followers)?" He said, "The concluding portion of surah al-Baqarah. 

It is one of the treasures of the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, from under His Throne. 
He gave it to this ummah (people/followers) and it had not left out any good of the 
good things of t his world and the next. It contains all of them." 3 

COMMENTARY: Previously, surah al-Fatihah (chapter) was called the greatest surah (hadith 

# 2118, 2142). It is the greatest in the sense that it comprises praise of Allah and supplication 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul eeman # 2218. 

2 Bayhaqi in shaul eeman # 2024. 

3 Darimi # 9380. 
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and is worship. It is also a synopsis of the Quran. As for surah al-Ikhlas, it is the greatest in 
the sense that it describes Allah's unity in a great manner and very eloquently. 

The last portion of surah al-Baqarah means its last two (verses from (Jj-ji'j-') to the end of it. 
They will bestow benefit to the ummah (people/followers). The Prophet Muhammad 
would receive their blessing and his ummah (people/followers) would receive it too. 

SURAH AL-FATIHAH IS A CURE 



^^(^ 44 ^ 4 . 6*5 (TW,) 




2170. Sayyiduna Abdul Malik ibn Umayr b wj narrated in a mursal form that 
Allah's Messenger ,JL.jU*4si Ju* said, "There is in Fatihat ul Kitab (meaning surah al- 
Fatihah (chapter)) cure for every disease." 1 

COMMENTARY: If anyone recites suras al-Fatihah (chapter) with a firm conviction and 
belief, then with its blessing he will receive relief and deliverance from every kind of 
illness, affliction, and hardship. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that whatever the kind of ailment, physical or spiritual, cure and 
relief can be had and the sick. Can get comfort if surah al-Fatihah (chapter) is written down 
and licked, drink or suspended. 


EXCELLENCE OF LAST VERSES OF AAL IMRAN 


(YW\) 


2171. Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Affan j said that if anyone recite the last portion 
of Aal-Imran in the night, then a reward is recorded for him for having stood in the 
night in worship. 2 

COMMENTARY: The last portion begins with the verses: (j » 11 j^a') up to the enci of 
the surah. One may recite these verses in the beginning of the night or towards the end of 
it. The Prophet Muhammad recited them when he got up for the tahajjud 

(midnight prayer), before he performed ablution, etc. 

AAL IMRAN ON FRIDAY 






bp & & jtl (*'w > 


2172. Sayyiduna Mukhul said, "If anyone recites surah Aal Imran on Friday 
the angels pray for him and seek forgiveness for him till it is night." 3 


TEACH WOMEN THE LAST VERSES OF AL-BAQARAH 

«l jj — ^ S Usla t-LzJ . laj • l."a ^' c~l 1 


1 Darimi # 3370, Bayhaqi # 3370 in Shu'ab ul eeman. 

2 Darimi # 3396. 

3 Darimi # 3397. 
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2173. Sayyiduna Jubayr ibn Nufayr narrated that Allah's Messenger ji.le-k.J~* said. 
Indeed, Allah concluded surah al-Baqarah with two verses that have been given to 
me from the treasure that is under Throne So, learn them and teach them to your 
women, for they are a blessing, a means of nearness and a prayer (for the good of 
the world and the hereafter)." 1 


SURAH HUD ON FRIDAY 



2174. Sayyiduna Ka'b narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ k J~e> said, 

"Recite surah Hud on Friday." 2 

SURAH AL-KAHF ON FRIDAY 


-jL£! I Ol^lj 11 l \JJ g&iii-l U Jjiil 


2175. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed tx-k^j reported that the Prophet Muhammad *l*kjue 
,JL-j said, "If anyone recites surah al-Kahf on Friday, then light will continue to 
shine for him brightly till the next Friday." 3 


MERIT OF SURAH ALIF LAAM TANZIL (# 32) 

u u \jb sjjl 4* jil (T '^ 

0 4 3 obUdl bfe 

L>C- bs], La3l <JlsJ A^-jS I jAdJlj AIxIoa. J6u I(JlsJ 4i9 (JLij tjLjpl 

jJ vJ^JJ <£k ^j.ili.9 c-uS” JL|UI Jj" ^*51 (J 

£1 1 a dJjbj (Jbj jjiiil ujI Jk£ 4.414-^3 <l3 ^ • j »$b bsjj 




2176. Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Ma'dan Ma^- : said, "Recite that which rescues. It is (^' 
jiji;) (Surah # 32). I have learnt that a man used to recite it and recite nothing else. 
He had committed many sins. This surah spread its wings over him and pleaded. 
'My Lord, forgive him, for, he recited me very often.' So, the Lord accepted its 
intercession for him, and said, 'Record for him against every sin a good deed and 
raise him a degree.' It will dispute for its reciter when he is in the grave, saying. 'O 
Allah, if I am a part of your Book, make me an intercessor for him, but, if I am not 


1 Darimi # 3390. 

2 Darimi # 3404. 

3 Bayhaqi in Kitab al Da'rwat al Kabir. 
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from your Book, erase me from it/ It will be like a bird and put its wing on him and 
will intercede for him and protect him from the chastisement in the grave." 

Khalid &***■ j said the like of it about y) (surah al-Mulk, 67). 

And Khalid would not go to sleep till he had recited them. 

Tawus said that both these surahs are given excellence over every other surah 
by sixty pious deeds. 1 

COMMENTARY: Khalid k was a prominent tabi'i He had met seventy sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) Ta'wus too was a famous tabi'i. This hadith (tradition) 

is mursal from them. 

These surah are given excellence in the sense that they will deliver their reciter while surah 
al-Fatihah (chapter) and al-Baqarah excel because of their contents. 


MERIT OF SURAH YASIN. 



— o\jj — 

2177. Sayyiduna Ata ibn Rabah narrated that he learnt that Allah's Messenger 
had said, "If anyone recites surah Yasin in the beginning of the day then 
his needs will be granted." 2 


RECITE YASIN BEFORE THE DYING 


4 JJI ^4-j I {ja jjla 4jLlc Alii ^ ? j l ^ . jjllj CA 0^ ^A) 
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2178. Sayyiduna Ma'qil ibn Yasar al-Muzani narrated that the Prophet 

Muhammad (JL.yjUdiJU* said, "He who recites (surah) Yasin with a longing for Allah's 
pleasure, is forgiven his past sins. So, recite it before those of you who are dying." 3 
COMMENTARY: The sins that are forgiven are minor sins. But, with Allah's mercy major 
sins may also be forgiven. 

It should be recited before those on the death bed. It will be tantamount to his reciting 
himself. This surah may also be recited to gain pardon for the dead. 


HUMP OF THE QURAN 

bjs*±>\j tills ^LjI jlS ill cp jlsijit cAs < Tm > 
(jjtjJi .Ijj) - JiUJt 1 od vL))j I?l4 


2179. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud said, "Everything has a raising or an 

elevation. The elevation of the Quran is surah al-Baqarah. And, everything has an 
essence and the essence of the Quran is al-Mufassal." 4 
COMMENTARY: Al-Baqarah is the hump of the Quran. 


1 Darimi # 3408. 

2 Darimi # 3418 

3 Bayhaqi in Shu'abul eeman # 2458. 

4 Darimi # 3377. 
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The mufassal of mufassalat are the surahs from surah al-Hujurat to the end of the Quran, 
surah an-Naas. These surahs are the gist or synopsis of the Quran. 


THE ADORNMENT OF THE QURAN IS SURAH AR-RAHMAN 






2180. Sayyiduna Ali said that he heard Allah's Messenger (JL-jaJp-Sh say that 

for everything there is an adornment, and the adornment of the Quran is (Surah) ar- 
Rahman. 

COMMENTARY: It described the blessing of both worlds the maidens of paradise and their 
jewels and so on. 1 


THE EFFECT OF AL-WAQIAH 


Uiljj -$5$ Jq Uj <i)jk fe 1 list Sill 


2181. Sayyiduna Ibn Masud asp&^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ju said, 

"If anyone recites surah al-Waqiah every night he will never experience hunger. 
"Ibn Masud used to command his daughters to recite it every night. 2 

COMMENTARY: The word Hunger is (sw) in the text and it covers helplessness, want; 
Hence, one who recites surah al-Waqiah will not suffer dependence, loss and anxiety 
because he is enabled to endure patiently and to be content. Or, he is independent at heart 
even if he is afflicted outwardly. He is large hearted- and has divine awareness, and he 
relies on Allah with a conviction. 

The Prophet Muhammad has disclosed this kind of worship and encouraged the 

ummah (people/followers) to engage in it. His aim was to keep them occupied in one 
form of worship or the other. 

SURAH AL A'LA 


(JUa-l ob^i CJljJ J*Z*\ S J jJj I gjuis ±4jXkj riic 3.131 <131JJll (4 ^^ ^ 

2182. Sayyiduna Ali said that Allah's Messenger loved this surah 


O'v (surah al ATa, # 87) 3 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (►i-jUpajL* loved this surah (al ATa) because of 
its verse: 


9 9 


, oj jV i uiiJj Ilit ^L)l 
(Surely this is in the earlier Writs. The Writs of Ibrahim and Musa.) (87:18-19) 

It is a testimony of the truth of the Quran and a strong denial of the ideas and beliefs of the 
polytheists and the Peoples of the Book. 

Sayyiduna Abu Dharr disclosed that he asked Allah's Messenger about 

the (*«»w>) (suhuf, writs) of Prophet ibrahim fS-Ji *J*. He said, "It has parables, like: O 
subdued one, the captive soul and the conceited king, I did not send you to the world that 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'aib ul Quran # 2494. 

2 ibid $ 2498 

3 Masnad Ahmed 1-96 




367 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


you might amass it, but that you may not invite the curse of the oppressed because I do not 
deny the prayer of those who are oppressed, even if any of them is a disbeliever. 

The intelligent must apportion his hours for four tasks: 

i. for prayer to his Lord, 

ii. to assess himself, 

iii. to think over Allah's attributes and 

iv. to occupy himself towards his own affairs. 

The sane person should covet only three things: 

i. the hereafter and work for it, 

ii. improvement of his livelihood, 

iii. to seek pleasure from what is not unlawful. 

The intelligent must observe his times, attend to his condition, preserve his tongue. 

He who compares his words with his deeds will not speak much. He will speak only what 
is necessary/" 

Sayyiduna Abu Dharr then asked the Prophet Muhammad about the writs 

of Prophet Musa f-A-j'Up. 'He said that it comprises admonition. For instance,' 

'He surprises me who believes that death is imminent but the pleasures of the world 
overwhelm him.' 

'He surprises me who knows about the Fire of hell, yet laughs.' 

'He surprises me who is convinced of the decree yet is perturbed (over setbacks).' 

'He surprises me who observes the reversals in the world, yet he is satisfied with it/ 

'He surprises me who is certain of the day of reckoning, yet fails to perform deeds/ 

COMPREHENSIVE SURAH 


Jill 4jji jj-ij is j4o # S&j-r*- < T ur > 
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2183. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar j narrated that a man came to the Prophet 
Muhammad and submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, teach me to recite." 

He said, "Recite from the surahs beginning with (jii), any three. 'He said, "I have 
grown old. My heart has become hard and my tongue is thick (I cannot remember 
the surahs). "The Prophet Muhammad said, "If you cannot recite these 

surahs, then recite three of those surahs that begin with (^) (because they are 
shorter than the first mentions)". The man pleaded as he had pleaded before and 
submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, teach me a comprehensive surah." So, Allah's 
messenger (JL.jaJp.SiiJLo made him recite {cijijiii}. When he had finished with it, the 
man submitted, "By him who has sent you with the truth, I shall not go beyond it 
ever." Then, the man turned (and departed). Allah's Messenger (JL-j-uU-ist J-p said to 
these present), "The little man prospers if he speaks the truth." He spoke these 
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words twice. 1 


COMMENTARY: The surahs beginning with (jit) are five. The Prophet Muhammad 
rks had asked the man to recite any three. 

The surah (cJjJyii) is called surah jami'ah (comprehensive surah) because of its verses 


Lr" 8J-i (3^5 0*3 8 j i 0-* - ® 


{So, whosoever has done an atom's weight of grad shall see it And whosoever has 
done ait atom's weight of evil shall see it.} (99: 7-8) 

These two verses include all those things that we are commanded to do, all of which are 
called 'good'. And they include everything that we are forbidden to do, all of which are 
called 'evil.' 


MERIT OF AT-TAKATHUR 


jiid ul «JSf \j& sjjf ? 4 fA 0*3 $ 

I yjd lljj -jte-ji 


2184. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j narrated that Allah's Messenger asked, 

"Is not any of you capable of reciting one thousand verses every day? "The sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) submitted, "Who can be able to recite one thousand 

verses every day? "So, he asked, "Is not any of you capable of reciting (uv^ili^t) 
(Surah At-Takathur #102) 2 


EFFECT OF SURAH AL-IKHLAS 

sj* l&l/ 3 aIsLI (J vJ _j I Lgj ^3 Sj-* L/ 3 i>*J 4-^® ^3 ^ ol 
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2185. Sayyiduna Saeed Ibn al-Musayyib narrated in a mursa! form that the 

Prophet Muhammad said, "For him who recites (•>'»&> ji) ten times a 

castle is built in paradise. And, if he recites it twenty times, two castles are built for 
him in paradise. And, if he recites it thirty times, three castles are built for him in 
paradise." So, Umar ibn Khattab said, 'By Allah, O Messenger of Allah, 

then we shall have very many castles for ourselves." Allah's Messenger 
said. "Allah is more Generous than that." 3 


1 Musnad Ahmed 2-169 

2 Bayhaqi in Shub ul Eeman # 2518 

3 Darimi # 3429 
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RECITATION IN THE NIGHT 


'4U jit Aiu 0 q & & Jfi JA3 & ^ (Y ' M) 
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2186. Sayyiduna Hasan narrated in a mursal form that the Prophet Muhammad 

^L.jUftinjLc said, "If anyone recites one hundred verses in a night, the Quran will not 
dispute against him that night. If he recites two hundred verses in a night, he will be 
regarded as having spent the night standing in worship. If he recites five hundred to 
one thousand verses in a night, then he will get a reward in the morning as much as a 
qintar." They (the sahabah (Prophet's companions) asked him, "And, what is a 

qintar?" He said, "It is twelve thousand (dinars or dirhams)." 1 
COMMENTARY: If anyone does not recite the Quran, then the Quran antagonizes him and 
curses him. Reciting one hundred verses in a night appeases the Quran that night. 

The disputing of the Quran is for two reasons: not reciting it and not obeying it. When 
both things are done, the Quran gives up its dispute. Rather, Quran will intercede for one 
who recites it and obeys it, fulfilling both duties. 

Teebi concluded from the hadith (tradition) that recitation of the Quran is wajib (obligatory) 
on everyone. If anyone does not recite it, then Allah is displeased. Hence, actually Allah is the 
one who is displeased but reference is made to the Quran only allegorically. 


MERITS OF SOME SURAHS 

The ahadith (traditions) narrated in the foregoing pages mention the merits of certain 
surahs and verses. It seems appropriate to conclude the chapter by recounting the merits 
of certain surahs in detail that find mention in Tafsir Azizi and durr Manthur. In this way, 
Muslims will be encouraged for acquire this blessing as best as they can. 

BISMILLAH 

Mawlana Abdul Aziz quotes the exegetes as saying that when the tearful flood swept 
the world. Prophet Nuh (oujiu* was also very afraid. In order to be safe, he prayed: 

So that his ask was safe. The exegetes point out that an incomplete expression was effective 
and prevented the ship from drowning. So, how can one who begins all his work during 
his life with the complete expression (^Ar^^r*) be deprived of its benefit? 

The scholars say that in there are nineteen letters. There are nineteen keepers 

of hell, so the nineteen letters can defend him, each letter against each keeper. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that twenty four hours make up a day and night. The five salah 
(prayer )s stand for five of these hours while these nineteen letters are given for the 
remaining nineteen hours. Each will produce blessing for an hour. The nineteen hours will 
be recorded as used for worship. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that (^Ar^'^r*) does not begin surah Baraah (Tawbah). This 
surah calls for fighting the disbelievers while this expression is mercy, so it does not fit 


1 Darimi # 3459 
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the situation. 

Similarly, when an animal is slaughtered, it is prescribed to say only (jS\ k k not the 
whole expression because slaughtering is a kind of terror and chastisement while this 
expression is mercy and is not suitable here. 

Hence, if anyone constantly recites this expression (,*-*•which is at least seventeen 
times in the prescribed (fard(compulsory) ) salah (prayer), then he is safe from terror and 
punishment and he earns reward too. 

Among the peculiarities of this verse is that the Prophet Muhammad 

(JL-j said, "If any one goes to the privy, he must say as he goes in. This will 

prevent the jinns from seeing his private parts." Since this verse becomes an obstruction 
between man and his sworn enemy (the jinns), we may hope fervently that this will surely 
come up as a hindrance between a Muslim and punishment of the hereafter. 

MERITS OF AL-FATIHAH (CHAPTER) 

There is the tradition in the sahah sittah (six authentic books of traditions) that if 
anyone was stung by a scorpion or snake, or had an attack or epilepsy or became 
insane, then the Prophet Muhammad's sahabah (Prophet's companions) 

recited surah al-Fatihah (chapter) and blew over him. The Prophet Muhammad ju> 
approved their action. 

Daraqutni iwj and Ibn Asakir have transmitted the hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna 
Zayd ibn Saib ^k^ that the Prophet Muhammad jl* recited surah al-Fatihah 

(chapter) and blew over him. After reciting this surah, he rubbed his saliva on. the painful 
portion of Zayd's j^k ^j body. 

Bazzarin-w^j has transmitted in his musnad (book) from Sayyiduna Anas ibn Maalik 
that the Prophet Muhammad said, "When a person places his side on his bed (to 

sleep) and recites surah al-Fatihah (chapter) and (^i-s#y»js) (al-Ikhlas) and then blows over 
himself, he thus protects himself from every trial and affliction, unless his term is over, for, 
nothing can prevent death. 

Abd Humayd transmitted in his musnad (book) from Sayyiduna Ibn abbas *»k^j in a 
marfu form that Fatihatul - Kitab (Surah at Fatihah) is like two-thirds of the Quran in terms 
of reward. 

Tabarani, Ibn Marduwayh, Daylami and Diya Maqdisi report the Prophet's^ *** k J~* 
saying that he is given four things from the treasures of the throne. No one else has been 
given anything apart from these four things. They are: 

i. The Ilmm ul Kitab (Surah al-Fatihah (chapter)) 

ii. Aayat ul Kursi 

iii. The last verses of surah al Baqarah 

iv. Surah al-kawthar 

Abu Nuaym &***-.> and Daylami transmitted the hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna Abu 
Dharr that Allah's Messenger said, "Surah al-Fatihah (chapter) suffices in 

a way no other surah of the Quran does. If surah al-Fatihah (chapter) is placed in a pan of 
the scale and the rest of the Quran in the other pan, then certainly surah al-Fatihah 
(chapter) will be seven times weightier. 

Abu Ubayd reproduced the tradition of Hasan Busri k*^-^ in Fada'il Quran that the 

Prophet Muhammad ^^k said, "He who recites surah al Fatihah is as though he 
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recited the Torah, the Injil, the Zabur, and the Quran. 

It is stated in Tafsir Waqi Kitab ul-Masahif of Ibn Anbari, kitab ul Uzmah of Abu Shaykh 
(Great religious Scholar) and Hilyatul-Awliya of Abu Nuaym that Iblis the accursed wailed 
and threw dust on his head four times: 

i. When he was declared the accursed. 

ii. When he was cast to earth from heaven. 

iii. When the Prophet Muhammad <jl, was commissioned as Prophet. 

iv. When surah al fatihah was revealed. 

Abu Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) &***•; has written in kitab uth Thawab that if anyone has a 
need, he must recite surah al Fatihah and pray for his need. (Insha Allah he will get his want.) 
Thalabi reported from Shabi that a man complained to him of pain in his 

kidney. He advised him to read asas ul Quran and breathe over the painful area. (Insha 
Allah, he would be cured.) The man asked him, "What is asas ul Quran?" Shabi said, 
"Futihatul kitab, or surah al-Fatihah (chapter)." 

It is among the proved deeds of the mashaikh (saintly men) that surah al-Fatihah (chapter) 
is the ism azam (Greatest name of Allah). This surah must be recited for every wish and 
want. There are two methods of reciting it. 

(i) Recite it for forty days between the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad & 
and fard(compulsory) of the salah (prayer) of fajr, forty one times every day without 

pause between and (x*«ji) Insha Allah, the aim will 

be achieved if recited in the suggest manner for these many days. If it is for the healing of a 
sick person or one on whom a spell is cast, then after reciting in this manner blow on water 
and have the said person drink it. Insha Allah, he will be cured. 

(ii) On the first Sunday of a lunar month, recite it seventy times between the 

sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad and fard(compulsory) fajr in a normal 

manner without combining the last letter of (,*-*) with the first of (fV). Thereafter, recite 
every morning at this time but cut down the number by ten each day so that the recitation 
will end on Saturday. The objective will be achieved, insha Allah. If not, then repeat the 
exercise the next month and the third month, if necessary. 

For chronic sicknesses and those sicknesses that do not respond to treatment for a long 
time, surah al-Fatihah (chapter) must be written on a china ’x>wl or plate with rose water, 
musk and saffron and the patient must be made to drink it. This is a proven prescription. 
Surah al-Fatihah (chapter) must be recited seven times and blown over anyone suffering 
from toothache and other pains. This too is a tried remedy. 

MERITS OF SURAH AL-BAQARAH 

Surah al-Baqarah, too, has many merits. Muslim carries a hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna 
Anas ibn Maalik that when anyone among them recited surah al-Baqarah and Aal 

Imran then his rank was regarded high among them. This statement is corroborated by the 
tradition that the Prophet Muhammad ^ -j-Op-aju decided to send an army somewhere but 
it could not be decided who the amir (commander) would be. So, he asked them what 
surah they knew. Finally, a young man, the youngest among them, confirmed that he 
knew surah al-B^arah and some other surahs. The Prophet Muhammad then 

made him the amir (commander) of the army on the basis of his knowing al-Baqarah. 
Bayhaqi has reported in Shuab ul Eeman that Sayyiduna Umar ibn Khattab 
completed the study of surah al-Baqarah from all aspects in twelve years. The day he 
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completed it, he slaughtered a camel and prepared a large meal for the sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) of the Prophet,^ 

Sayyiduna Ibn Umer-upin^j finished his perusal of this surah in eight years. This surah had 
a distinction in the sight of the Prophet Muhammad ju and his sahabah^^^j as no 

other surah had. 

This surah is also known to prevent small-pox. When this malady is spread, the child 
should be made to sit on an empty stomach before the person reciting who also must be on 
an empty stomach. He must recite it in, tajwid (rules of recital)and blow on the child. 
Insha Allah, the child will not have small-pox that year and if he has it, he will not suffer its 
ill effects. However, at the time of beginning this exercise, some rice (.625 seers or about 
.625Kg) must be soaked in yogurt and fed to someone deserving in that very gathering. 

MERITS OF VERSES OF SURAH AL-KAHF 
It is stated in Durr Manthur that if anyone memorises the initial ten verses of surah al-Kahf, 
he will be protected from the mischief of the dajjal (the great deceiver). 

He too will be safe from the fithah of the dajjal (the great deceiver) who memorises the last 
ten verses of this surah. 

Anyone who recites ten verses of surah al-Kahf while he retires to bed will be preserved 
from the mischief of the dajjal (the great deceiver). ? 

Anyone who recited the concluding portion of this surah while going to sleep will have 
noor (light, radiance) on the day of resurrection from the place of his qiraah 1 to his feet. 
According to a tradition, if any one recites surah al-Kahf on Friday, then it is an expiation 
for him (for his minor sins) form that Friday to the next Friday. 

Yet another tradition says that the devil does not enter the house in the night if surah al 
kahf is recited 

MARITS OF SURAH AL-MULK, YASIN & OTHER SURAHS 
The Prophet Muhammad said, "If anyone offers four rakaat salah (prayer) after 

the salah (prayer) of isha, reciting in the first two and (jwiiy>ji) (al-Kafirun and al- 

Ikhlas).and, in the next two^JJi^jv) and (al-Mulk and as-Sajdah), a reward will 

be recorded for him as though he had offered the four raka'at on laylat ul qadr (most 
important night of the year)." 

According to another tradition, "If any recites, between maghrib and isha, the surahs (^ii'^/,u) 
and («jb^jiji^i) he is as if he kept vigil on laylat ul qadr (most important night of the year)." 
Sayyiduna Kab narrated that if anyone recites (oj^tj^yi) and («*uii_S>j) then seventy 

pious deeds are recorded for him, his seventy sins are erased and he is elevated by seventy 
degrees. 

According to yet another narrative, "If anyone recites at night (jys^») and (^JUiu/ju), Allah 
will record for him a reward equivalent to the reward of laylat ul qadr (most important 
night of the year)." 

Bayhaqi reported that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Surah Yasin is called Ma'mah (*+~) in the Torah. It means that this surah holds all 
kinds of good for its reciters, removes every kind of hardship from them and the terror of 


1 This sentence could mean 'from the place where he had recited til the place where he will stand on 
the day of resurrection, light will spread/ Or, 'light will flow from his mouth till his feet/ The word 
qiraah is recitation. 
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the hereafter, too. This surah is also called Rafi'ah (orDafi'ah), Kha'fidah (or Qadiyah) 
which means that his surah elevates the believers and degrades the disbelievers. It 
removes every wrong from its reciters and fulfils their want. If anyone recites it, then it is 
tantamount to hajj for him. As for him who listens to it, it is like a dinar for him that is 
spent for Allah's cause (in jihad). If anyone writes it and drinks it, then it turns in his 
stomach into one thousand lights, one thousand blessings, one thousand mercies, and it 
weeds out of him every kind of rancour and pain. 

The Prophet^i-j*>iijL<. said, "I like that surah Yasin should be in the heart of every member of 
my ummah*(people/followers)." (This means that he should commit it to memory.) . 

He also said, "If anyone recites it (Yasin) every night regularly then when he dies he is 
blessed with Martyrdom." 

He also said, "He who recites Surah Yasin early in the day will get his wishes." 

Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that if anyone recites surah Yasin in the morning, then he 

finds everything easy till evening and if he recites it early in the night, he finds it easy till 
morning. Bayhaqi reported Abu Qatadah a prominent tabi', to have said that if 

anyone recites surah yasin then he is forgiven. If he recites it while he is hungry then he will 
be satiated. If he recites it when he is lost, then he will find his way. And, if he has lost his 
anin^al and he recites it, then he will find his animal. If he recites it at the time of the meal 
when he is apprehensive that his food will be enough. If he recites it before a dead (or a 
dying) person, then things will be easy for the dead (or dying). A woman who experiences 
rigorous travails (of child birth) will deliver the child effortlessly, if this surah is recited 
before her. He who recites this surah is as though he recited the Quran eleven times. He also 
said, "Know that everything has a heart and the heart of the Quran is surah Yasin." 

Muqbari said that if anyone is tearful in any way, the milers make an unjust 

demand, or an enemy is likely to cause harm or difficulty, he must recite surah Yasin. 
Insha Allah he will be safe. 

The Prophet Muhammad said, "If anyone recites surah Yasin and surah as Saffat 

on Friday and prays to Allah for something, then Allah will grant him that thing." 
Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that they would that the Prophet Muhammad 

had finished his salah (prayer) by his reciting the verse ui^u^) to the end. 

The Prophet Muhammad said that if anyone recites this verse to the end (oj 

three times after the salah (prayer) then he has certainly received the reward in full. 
He also said that if anyone craves for a full reward on the day of resurrection, then at the 
end of the assembly (jji^u*«j*iiojwiuj6u^) to the end. 

The Prophet Muhammad said that he has been given the seven long (Surahs that are 

in the beginning of the Quran) in place of the Torah, and the surahs from (oT jty to (j~-i>) 1 2 
In place of the Injil, and the surahs between (,>-'>) and (j^wb-) in place of the Zabur, and 
that he has been granted distinction and excellence with the (jit) 3 

and the mufassal (the concluding surahs of the Quran). He said, "No Prophet before me 
has read these surahs(chapters)." 4 


1 The surahs that commence with (Jii) or (>Ui), alif laam rah or alif laam meem raa. 

2 The surahs that begin with (jJ») or fvsJ»), toa seen, or taa seen meem. 

3 The surahs that have (Arabic): as their first words, haa meem (pli - hameeuun). 

4 See an Approach to the Quranic Science, Mawlana Taqi Usmani, Dar ul-Ishaat,Karachi. 



374 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that there is a synopsis of everything and the synopsis of 

the Quran are the hameemun 

Sayyiduna Samurah ibn Jundub reported in a marfu" manner that the (dj***'*) are 

gardens among the several gardens of paradise. 

The Prophet Muhammad ,»a-,aJp& ju said that the are seven. (Seven surahs begin 

with(^)). The gates of the hell are seven and each of the (^) will stand at a gate of hell and 
plead with Allah, "O Lord, do not admit to hell through this gate one who believed in me 
and recited me." 

He also said, "Just as a tree has its fruits, so too the Quran's fruit are the They are 

gardens that provide, allow recreation and trading. Hence anyone who wishes to have 
recourse to the gardens of paradise must recite the 

(Al-Mulk) Bayhaqi has transmitted in Shuab ul Eeman that the Prophet Muhammad aJp^^ 
did not go to sleep without reciting the surahs al-Mulk and (# 0 ^ 1 ^) as-Sajdah. 

(Al-Dukhan) According to another tradition, "If anyone recites on the night preceding 
Friday ad-Dukhan and Yaseen, then he arises in the morning duly forgiven." 

He also said, "If anyone recites on the night preceding Friday or during daytime on Friday 
surah ad-Dukhan, then Allah builds for him a house in paradise." And, "if anyone recites 
surah ad-Dukhan on the night preceding Friday, then he will awake duly forgiven and he 
will be married to hoorayn (a large eyed maiden of paradise)." "If anyone recites surah ad- 
Dukhan in the night then his previous sins are forgiven." 

(Miscellaneous) The Prophet Muhammad said about one who recites (ji^i*T'), 

(jj), (UuJtcHjsii)and (tf^viji?) (Sajdah Yasin, al-Anbiya and al-Mulk), these surahs will be light 
for him and a protection for him from the devil and polytheism. Further, his ranks will be 
elevated on the day of resurrection. 

"If anyone recites (apuJichjJi) (al-Anbiya) every night, then Allah will raise him on the day of 
resurrection with his face shining like the full moon. 

The Prophet Muhammad also said, "He who recites al-Waqiah and ar-Rehman 

will be known to the inhabitants of the world and heavens as Saakin ul-firdows. This 
fortunate one will reside in paradise in al-Firdows (the highest place in paradise)." 

Allah's Messenger said, "Surah al-Waqiah is surah al-Ghina (rich surah). Recite 

it and teach it to your children." Also, "Teach it to your wives." 

Sayyidah Ayshah^ & used to tell the women that they should not be precluded from 
reciting surah al-Waqiah. 

The Prophet Muhammad instructed a man to recite surah al-Hashr before going 

to sleep. The Prophet Muhammad also said that if anyone seeks refuge in Allah 

from the devil and recites three times the last portion of surah al-Hashr then Allah sends 
seventy thousand angels who keep away the devils from him. If he does that in the night 
then Allah's angles keep the devils away till evening. 

The Prophet Muhammad also said that if anyone recites the last verses of surah 

al-Hashr during day or night, and dies that day or night, then paradise will be wajib 
(obligatory) for him. 

He also said that he loved for every member of his ummah (people/followers) to have 
surah al-Mulk committed to memory. 

Ikrimah ibn Sayan said that Ismail instructed him to say after reciting surah ad- 

Duha and every surah thereafter surah ad-Duha and eveiy surah thereafter till the end of the 
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Qurani (jf&) Allahu Akbar, saying that Abdullah ibn Kathiriu*^ had instructed him to do so. 
Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas also said so saying that Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b -up had 

told him that he was instructed by the Prophet Muhammad to do so. 

Allah's Messenger said that surah az-Zilzal is like half the Quran and al-Aadiyat 

is also like half the Quran.. He also said, "If anyone recites one thousand verses in the 
night, he will meet Allah laughing." He was asked, "O Messenger of Allah, who can be 
able to recite one thousand verses?" He said, "Recite (^ and the surah 

at Takathur till the end of it. By him who has my life in His hand, this surah is like one * 
thousand verses." 

Sayyiduna Anas is reported by Abu Shaykh (Great religious Scholar)-itand Abu 

Muhammad Samarqandi-ii ^j to have said about surah al-Ikhlas that the Jews of Khaybar 
asked the Prophet Muhammad "O Abu al-Qasim, Allah created the angels from 

the curtain of light, Aadam f^-JiUp from black, filthy mud, Iblis (satan) from the spark of 
fire, the heaven from smoke and the earth from the foam of water. Tell us about your Lord 
(of what is He created)?" The Prophet Muhammad gave them no reply tili Jibril 

(gabriel) f**-JiUp brought to him suah al-Ikhlas. It says, "(O Muhammad) say (to them): 
Allah is One. He has neither predecessors nor successors. And, He has no associate, (in 
ju-aJi) He is Independent, neither does He eat nor does He drink, and He needs nothing." 
The Prophet Muhammad (jL-jUtia recited to them the entire surah. There is no mention 
in this surah of paradise or hell, neither of the lawful nor of the unlawful. Rather, Allah has 
ascribed this surah to himself. Hence, it is specifically for him. He has described himself 
and His unity. Therefore, if anyone recites this surah three times then it is as though he has 
read the entire revelation. It he recites it thirty times, then no one in the would will match 
his excellence unless anyone has recited more than that. He who recites it twice will abide 
in paradise in al-Firdaws. If anyone recites it three times while going into his house, then 
poverty and dependence will be removed from him. 

According to a tradition, once, the Prophet Muhammad ^l-jUp^^ spent all night reciting 
this surah, till morning. He said, "He who recites al-Ikhlas >>ji) has recited one-third of 

the Quran." Also, If anyone recites it two hundred times, his sins of two hundred years are 
forgiven (meaning, very many of his sins are pardoned)." 

Another tradition says that if anyone recites ai-Ikhlas fifty times then his sins over fifty 
years are forgiven. 

The Prophet Muhammad also said, "If anyone recites al-Ikhlas twice every day 

then one thousand five hundred pious deeds are recorded for him and his sins over fifty 
years are forgiven, except if he is indebt." 

Bayhaqi and others reported that Sayyiduna Anas -up*^ said that when ;he Prophet 
was in sham(Syria), Jibril (gabriel) f'A-Jiup came to him and informed him of the death of 
Muawiyah ibn Muawiyah Muzani, 'Would you like to offer his funeral salah 

(prayer)?" He said, "Yes!" So, Jibril (gabriel) (OUJiUp struck his wing on the ground whereby 
everything on it leveled with its surface and the funeral of Muawiyah was visible 

and the Prophet Muhammad offered his funeral salah (prayer) in the two rows of 

the angels, there being six hundred thousand angels in each row. Jibril (gabriel) un¬ 
disclosed that it was because of his reciting the surah al-Ikhlas constantly. He recited it 
through all his movements and rest. 
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Sayyiduna Anas narrated that they were in Tabuk with Allah's Messenger 

One day, the sun rose with such a light and rays as they had never seen before. The 
Prophet Muhammad expressed surprise at that. Suddenly, Jibril (gabriel) came 

and the Prophet Muhammad asked him about the exceptional light of the sun. 

He said, "It is because of the death today in Madinah of Muawiyah ibn Muawiyah Laythi 
i and Allah has sent to him seventy thousand angels so that they might participate in 
his funeral salah (prayer)" The Prophet Muhammad asked him for the reason of 

this distinction and Jibril (gabriel) disclosed that he was given to recite al-Ikhlas very 

often while standing, sitting, walking, by day and by night, at every time. He said, "This 
surah is about your Lord. If anyone recites it fifty times then Allah raises him by fifty 
thousand degrees, erases his fifty thousand evil deeds and records fifty thousand pious 
work for him If anyone exceeds that number, Allah gives him more reward than that." 
Then, he asked whether he should wrap up the earth to enable the Prophet Muhammad 
(jL-jUpisa to join in his funeral salah (prayer). When the Prophet Muhammad said, 

"Yes, he enabled him to offer his funeral salah (prayer). 

The Prophet Muhammad said, "There are three things which if anyone adopts to 

perfect his faith then he will enter paradise from whichever gate he wishes, and marry the 
large eyed maiden of his choice. The three things are: 

i. Pardon his killer 

ii. Repay a secret debt 

iii. Recite surah al-Ikhlas ten times after every fard(compulsory) salah (prayer)" 

On hearing that, Sayyiduna Abu Bukr asked about one who adopts any one of the 

three things. 

Allah's Messenger said, "If anyone recites al-Ikhlas fifty times every day then, on 

the day of resurrection, he will be summoned from his grave in these words, 'O you who 
had praised Allah, enter paradise." 

The Prophet Muhammad ,jl also said that if anyone forgets to say (&(►-<) Bismillah 
when he begins to eat, then on finishing his meal, he must recite y*ji) surah al-Ikhlas. He 
also said, "If anyone recites surah al-Ikhlas on entering his home, then poverty and need are 
removed not only from the members of his household but also from his neighbours. 

The Prophet Muhammad ^ said, "Jibril (gabriel) came to me one day in a 

very excellent form, happiness writ on his face. He said, 'O Muhammad! Aliyy! Aliyy! 
(Allah's attribute) conveys salaam to you. He says: There is a line of descent for every 
being. My descent is described in: (±>-\ & * Ji). So, if anyone of your Ummah 
(people/followers) comes to me having recited « y>ji) one thousand times some time, i 

shall grant him My symbol and draw him nearer to My Throne and approve his 
intercession for such seventy people who deserve to be punished. If I had not bound 
Myself wth {(c>>diii/iijr) —Every soul shall taste of death} (3:185), then I would not have 
had his soul extracted." 

The Prophet Muhammad (►L-,u*.an (iS u said, "If anyone recites after the salah (prayer) of Friday 
seven times each surahs al-Ikhlas, al-Falaq and an-Naas, Allah will preserve him from evil 
till next Friday." 


1 He is the same Muawiyah ; mentioned in the preceding lines. He was Muzani because of the 
general tribe by that name and Laythi because of his particular tribe. 
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He also said, "If anyone recites al-Ikhlas one thousand times then this recitation is better in 
the sight of Allah than his contributing one thousand horses fully equipped in Allah's path 
(meaning jihad)." 

Sayyiduna Ka'b Ahbar said that if anyone recites al-Ikhlas then Allah forbids his 

flesh to the Fire. He also said, "If anyone observes a constant practice of reciting day 
and night surah al-Ikhlas and the aayat ul-Kursi ten times, then Allah's pleasure for 
him becomes binding and he will be with the ProphetSf^A-Ji*-!*. Also, he will be protected 
from the devil. 

According to one tradition, "If anyone recites on the day of Arafah after Zawal Surah al- ' 
Ikhlas one thousand times and prays to Allah for his want, then Allah will grant it to him." 
Another tradition has it that if anyone recites this surah one thousand times then he has 
bought his soul from Allah, the Exalted, meaning that he is safe from hell. 

Yet another tradition says, "If anyone recites this surah two hundred times, then he earns a 
reward of worship over five hundred years." 

It is reported that when the Prophet Muhammad joined Sayyiduna Ali 

and Sayyidah Fatimah in wedlock he called for water and rinsed his mouth in it, 

took him into his house and sprinkled the water on his collar and between his 
shoulders. He also recited the surahs al-Ikhlas, al-Falaq and an Naas, and entrusted the 
pair to Allah's care. 

According to a tradition, "If anyone offers the salah (prayer) of fajr and, before conversing 
with anyone, recites surah al-Ikhlas seventy times, then the deeds of fifty siddiqs (truthful 
ones) are sent above on his behalf." 




CHAPTER - II 

MORE ON THE PREVIOUS 

SECTION I 

REFRESH YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE QURAN 

IjiiU j jOij & Sill j-a ^11 Jpj jd jli (Y uv) 

VjqAi JJl\ o Jdj 

2187. Sayyiduna Abu Musa al-Ashari^-it^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(JL,said, "Continue to revise your knowledge of the Quran. Indeed, by Him 
who has my soul in His hand, it is more liable to flee (from the hearts) than 
camels that are tethered 1 . 

COMMENTARY: If the camel herd is careless, the camel will escape. So, if the Quran is not 
recited regularly, it will escape from the hearts more quickly than the camel from its rope. 

d4~J jjij -jJ ill ill jjJJ jll jtl V v 

_^jdll (S-2 (JI4*Jpl 06 ^ ’ jlJ^l ljJ^J£-ilj (J-? C-dS" Ajf 

Lfrl.aLt JLlo-a 31 jj 


1 Bukliari # 5033, Muslim # 231 - 791, Darima # 3349, Musand Ahmed 4-397. 
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2188: Sayyiduna Ibn Masud A^in^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"It is bad for anyone to utter, I have forgotten this or that verse/ Rather, 'I have 
been made to forget/ Continue to learn the Quran, for, it may escape from people's 
minds more quickly than animals." 

Another version in Muslim also has: "animals that are tethered." 1 
COMMENTARY: If anyone says that he has forgotten a verse, it implies that he has given 
up learning the Quran and is careless. He is behind in being given the blessing. 


LfcilUa 1 ^ _♦ j).9 ^ [ JI.^LflLiih 


2189. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "The student (or companion) of the Quran is like the owner of tethered camels 
who, as long as he attends to them, retains them, but if he lets them loose, they go 
away." (Thus, if the student is sllack, the Quran disappears from him.) 2 


GO ON RECITING TILL YOU ARE WEARY 

jji5 jl» jl* jSjl &ui>-ALL£t3 < m ’ > 


(tAz&CAj _!•£. |ppi lils 


2190. Sayyiduna Jundub Ibn Abdullah narrated that Allah's Messenger inJL> 

(ti-jAj* said, "Recite the Quran as long as your hearts are inclined to it, but when you 
are distracted, stop reciting." 3 

COMMENTARY: Ibn Maalik A^ai^j said that one must cease to recite the Quran when he 
cannot concentrate on it because it is better not to recite it than to carry on with the mind 
unable to concentrate on it. However, one must train oneself to recite as much as one can 
and to be delighted with it. 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S ^L-j^inJU RECITATION: 


J»j IjuS Ijja C^jt^ <JUi JLLLJ jcllc I SpI<J ls SSlis u&j ^ ^) 


oljj) 





2191. Sayyiduna Qatadah A^in^j narrated that Sayyiduna Anas was asked 

about the recitation of the Prophet Muhammad <JL.jA.ip in JU>. He said, "He recited 
prolonging the letters." Than he (demonstrated and) recited (<**?■ jJ» in 
prolonging (the alif in in of) (p ^~/') and prolonging (the alif in) (in <►-<) and 
prolonging (the yaa in) (<*~*^it). 4 
{The yaa may be emphasised or prolonged.} 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad's recitation was the basis of tajwid. 


1 Bukhari # 5032, Muslim # 288.700, Tiridhi # 2942, Nasai # 943, Darimi # 3347 Musnad Ahmad 1-382 

2 Bukhari#5031, Muslim # 226.789, Nasai # 942, Ibn Majah # 3783, Muwatta Maalik # 6 (Quran), 
Musnad Ahmad 2.17. 

3 Bukhari # 5010, Muslim #3-2667, Darimi # 3361, Musnad Ahmad 4.313. 

4 Bukhari # 5046, Abu Dawud # 1465, Darimi # 3490, Musnad Ahmad 3-119 
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Teebi said that the letters of prolongation are three: waw(j), alif ( 1 ) and yaa (cs). It is 
prolonged between two alif and five alif. One alif is like baa, yaa, taa. If there is a tashdid 
(the mark of emphasis and repetition of the letter) then it is prolonged upto four alifs as is 
(iju) (daaaabbah) but if the following letter is sakin (with a ' mark of stopping on it) then it 
is prolonged up to two alifs as is (>) (Maar) and (ya'lamuun). If the following letter 
is other than then there is no prolonging but only the original sound as in (s_£li)iyaka. The 
prolonging in (Bismllah) are all of this kind. 

THE VOICE BEST IN ALLAH'S SIGHT 

Ail! ill *111 jll jll ijsjX q,\ cAj < Y W Y ) 

? > 

(4^(3^) L jj& 

2192. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Allah does not listen to anything (with approval) as He does to a Prophet 

reciting the Quran in a pleasant voice. 1 

COMMENTARY: The word of Allah recited by His Messenger ju is bound to be 

charming and immensely appealing. 

oj-ill 0-^ /“gJj. ^ * j illi AUI ^ < j jlU All I 4 JJI (JLs (JLs ( Y ^T) 

(4 5 Ac(3^~ a ) — 4j « j l L 

2193 Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL-jAJ^AstjLp 

said, "Allah does not listen to anything (with approval) as He does to a Prophet 
reciting the Quran with a good voice in a loud pitch." 2 

THE QURAN IN A SWEET VOICE 
^ • j fJ^lLJSJ (y* liacj-jd(JU k&j ( Y 1 ) 

2194. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated that Allah's Messenger said. 

"He does not belong to us who does not recite the Quran in a sweet, pleasant voice. 3 

COMMENTARY: The Quran must be recited in a sweet, appealing voice, sticking to the 
rules of tajweed (science of recital). However, it is forbidden to recite it in a singsong, 
musical tone. If anyone does it deliberately then he perpetrates the unlawful. 

LISTENING TO THE QURAN 

9 9 

oSl (jl ±4\ Js. ijjj, cij^a &J&U* AsU-il s jJ\ jl jtl \js\ 

^ jl! p-VjAj (j® «L3l (j-S Ilia. IjJofcSLs 4jVl 

(4^(3*-^) jtg-jjj olflc lils 


1 Bukhari # 5023, Muslim # 232-792, Nasai # 1018, Darimi # 3490 

2 Bukhari # 7544 Muslim # 23-792, Abu Dawud # 1473, Darimi # 1488, Masnad Ahmad 2-450. 

3 Bukhari # 7522, Abu Dawud # 1469, Darimi # 1490, Masnad Ahmad 1-172. 
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2195. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Masud j narrated that while Allah's Messenger J~e> 
was on the pulpit, he instructed him to recite to him (the Quran). He submitted, 
"Shall I recite to you though the Quran is revealed to you?" He said, "I love to hear it 
from somebody else." So, he recited surah an Nisa till he came to the verse: 



{How then shall it be, when we bring from each people a witness, and we bring you 
(O Prophet) as a witness against these?} (4:41) 

(At this point) he said, "That is enough for now." Ibn Masu'd** k turned 
towards him and behold! His eyes were shedding tears. 1 


COMMENTARY: One who is blessed with Divine awareness prefers to observe silence 
sometimes, or to give liberty to his tongue sometimes. On listening to another person recite 
the Quran, one may ponder and reflect. The Prophet Muhammad wept on 

thinking of the severity of the day of resurrection and the weakness of his ummah 
(people/followers). How kind he was to his ummah (people/followers). 


^ <_ jjlsUL) I o Si l£- Aac- 9 ^ < j I 


(May Allah shower on him thousands upon thousands blessings every time those 
who remember, remember him; and every time those who neglect, forget to 
remember him.) 


GOOD FORTUNE OF UBAYY IBN KA'B «****, 


\j^'\ v sJ ^ vJj! CA ill $Ill JjJo jis jll U^\ cAj ^^ 


«££ dJjia jtl ojjuil oj 11% ilj jll id jll 


jla y LtiJ jll jj| Q) 


2196. Sayyiduna Anas** M narrated that Allah's Messenger JU> said to 

Ubayy ibn Ka'b y, "Allah has commanded me to recite the Quran to you. "He 
submitted," Allah named me to you." He said, "Yes." He submitted again, "Have I 
indeed been mentioned before the Lord of the worlds?" He said, "Yes." So, his eyes 
began to shed tears. According to another version: (the Prophet Muhammad 
pL-j said,) Indeed, Allah has commanded me that I should recite to you: {'ifi 
"(Surah 98) He submitted, "He named me?" He said, "Yes!" So, Ubayy wept. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b *** 1 ^ was the greatest reciter of the Quran of all 
the sahabah (Prophet's companions) The Prophet Muhammad confirmed 

that before them: (Ubayy is the greatest of you as the reciter of the Quran). 

Sayyiduna Ubayy was overwhelmed by his humility and his great good fortune. 

This was given expression by his tears. 

It is mustahab (desirable) to recite the Quran to one who is an adept in it even if the reciter 
is not superior to the listener. 


1 Bukhari # 5050, Muslim # 245-799, Tirmiahi # 3025, Masnad Ahmad 1-380. 

2 Bukhari # 4960, Musnad Ahmad 3-218, Muslim # 245,246-799. 
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PROHIBITION TO CARRY QURAN TO ENEMY TERRITORY 


Je>j\ L ^ £ j IJ jJo ^ ( Y ' W) 


2197 Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger *-1 p a jLo 

forbade that the Quran be carried to enemy territory. 

According to another version: (He said,) "Do not carry the Quran with you when 
you travel, for, I am not satisfied that the enemy might not snatch it. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Quran was not compiled in book form as we know it. However, it 
was written on parchments as and when it was revealed. People had them with them. 
This too was a sacred document. Or, the Prophet Muhammad has foreseen that 

it would be put together as a Book and should not be carried in journeys. 

Some Ulama (Scholars) say that it is Makruh(unbecoming) to carry the Quran to enemy territory. 
The ruling is that it is not wrong to write a verse of the Quran on a letter sent to the 
disbelievers. The Prophet Muhammad ^ a* & ju. had sent a letter to Heraclius in 
which he wrote the verse: JnjJuj) {come now to a word (common between us and 

you)...} (3:64) 


SECTION II J*ai» 


GLAD TIDINGS TO THE POOR MUHAJIRS 

vijji 6-2 a cL-df Jl <l£i (mA) 



(Jtss 4 JJI 




✓ 





_j>J> LdaJ<j 0^^® (Jla ^ • j l djj-5! (3^° (j-2 (Jii. (jjjJI jUJ, »v.^ L l 

>14* b Ijj^i j'UliJ .Uiji-j Ijikbs li£i jls 


o\jj)asjz Sjla (jsb-JI.bic-i - ' > j L VI~ jjs 


2198. Sayyidima Abu Sa'eed al Khudri narrated that he was seated with a 

group of weak or poor muhajirs (emigrants) (meaning ashab us-suffah) some of 
whom had no clothing on them so sat close together. One of them recited (the 
Quran) to them. Suddenly, Allah's Messenger came there and stood by 

them. When Allah's Messenger (JL-j to stood there, the reciter paused. He 
offered them salaam, and asked them what they had been doing. They said, "We 
were listening to the Book of Allah." He said, "Praise belongs to Allah who has 
appointed among my ummah (people/followers) those with whom I have been 
commanded to confine myself." He sat down in their midst as if one of them. Then 


1 Bukhari # 2990, Muslim # 92. 1869, Abu Dawud #4010, Ibn Majah # 2879, Masnad Ahmad 2-6, 
Muwatta Maalik, (Jihad). 
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he gestured with his hand "like this 7 and they sat in a circle so that their faces were 
turned towards him. He addressed them as a group of poor muhajirs and said, 
"Rejoice at the tidings of perfect light that you will have on the day of resurrection. 
You will enter paradise half a day ahead of the rich, that being (equal to) five 
hundred years." 1 

COMMENTARY: The words that 'had no clothing' means that apart from their satr (which 
is essential to cover) their bodies were bare, so they crowded behind others so as not to be 
seen in their state. They were not totally naked. They were very pious and saintly people 
and could not but be ashamed and modest. It is contrary to ethics that the body that is 
usually covered should be bare. 

This is mentioned here to highlight the poverty of these sacred sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) (•**■&**>. 

Salaam (greeting) is not offered to one who recites the Quran. If anyone offers salaam to 
one who is reciting the Quran then the reciter must not give a response. 

The Prophet Muhammad's words that he was commanded to confine himself 

with them are suggestive of this verse (18 : 28): 


(10^. Ji ^ < j&q Jjjfc £ 421 j 15 0 *- \s±lL\ & Abs Vj I 8j£ 1 


{And content yourself along with those who call upon their Lord morning and 
evening, desiring His countenance, and let not your eyes turn away from them, 
desiring the adornment of the life of the world, and obey not him whose heart we 
have made to neglect our remembrance, and he follows his own caprice, and his 
affair has become all excess.} 

Those who rectify themselves for the next world will suffer in this world and those who 
devote themselves to this world will be losers there. Since this world is ephemeral, one 
must prefer the everlasting. 

The reference to the poor is to those who are righteous and patient. So, too, the rich are 
they who are righteous, grateful and payers of what is due on their wealth. While they will 
be going through reckoning of their property, the poor will have entered paradise. 

We also learn from it that on the day of resurrection, the poor will have a greater share of 
Allah's mercy and favour than the rich because the rich would have found comfort '.id 
help in the world, while the poor were deprived. 


TAJWEED & TARTEEL 
I ji 3j Jb <Jb v— 


2199. Sayyiduna Al-Bara ibn Aazib -up&y^j narrated that Allah's Messenger Upiuju 
(d-«j said "adorn the Quran with your voices." 2 
COMMENTARY: To adorn the Quran is to recite it is tajweed and tarteel(science of recital), 
softening the voice and making it sweet. However, it is forbidden to recite the Quran in a 


1 Abu dawud # 3666, Musnad Ahmad 3-63. 

2 Abu Dawud # i468, Nasai #1015, Ibn Majah # 1342, Darimi # 3500, Musnad Ahmad 4-285. 
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musical, sing-song note prolonging or shortening letters out of place. It is wajib (obligatory) 
to forbid anyone who recites it in this manner, because it is a bidah(innovation). The 
science of recitation of the Quran with prescribed articulation, pauses and pronunciation is 
tarteel or tajweed. 


WARNING TO THOSE WHO FORGET THE QURAN 

$ 

oLJuJJ 1 U jl. 4151 j^>413 1J JJ.J jll jl! SjUc- cA YY ‘ ‘) 


((_£jI-l3Ij jJbjjl oIjj) —liSi I 31) I Vj. 

2200. Sayyiduna Sad ibn Ubadah narrated that Allah's Messenger^ 

said, "There is no one who recites the Quran and forgets it but he shall meet Allah 
on the day of resurrection with his hand cut off." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Hanafis say that forgetting means "not being able to read even by 
looking at the text/ The Shaft'is say that it means forgetting what was committed to 
memory. Or, it means that he abandons recitation of the Quran irrespective of whether he 
forgets it or not. 

Mawlana Shah Muhammad Ishaq j used to say that it could mean that the forgetting of one 

who had ability is not to be able to read what he had memorized without looking at the text. 
And, the forgetting of one without ability is being unable to read even after looking at the text. 
Thus, it is a grave sin to forget the Quran after learning and memorising it. Therefore, one 
must not be negligent with the Quran, and careless, but one must recite the Quran always 
and very much. 

COMPLETING RECITATION IN LESS THAN THREE DAYS 


c| ijs -JJ jiiu* 6*s (TT *' > 


oIjj) 

2201/Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn amir (commander) ** & narrated that Allah's 
Messenger ^j <uU k said, "He who recites the (entire) Quran in less than three 
nights has not understood the Quran." 2 

COMMENTARY: Allamah Teebi said that if any one completes the recitation in less 
than three days or three nights, he may comprehend the literal meaning of the Quran but 
he cannot understand its deeper meanings, its truths and finer points. What to say of three 
days, these things cannot fathomed in a life-time, howsoever long one lives. Move over, let 
alone the entire Quran, one cannot comprehend a single verse or even an expression in this 
short time. 

Nevertheless, understanding it apart, reward for the recitation will accrue. Further, not 
everyone has the same level of understanding. Some people are quick at grasping a 
passage while others have a poor grasping power. 

Some of our predecessors have gone by the literal meaning of this hadith (tradition) and 
they did not finish recitation of the Quran in less than three days. They regarded it as 
makruh(unbecoming) to finish it in less than three days. Others, however, are known to 


1 Abu Dawud # 1474,Darimi # 3340, Musnad Ahmad 5-284 

2 Abu Dawud # 1394, Tirmidhi # 2949, Ibn Majah # 347Darimi # 1493, Musnad Ahmad 2-164 
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have completed recital of the Quran in a day and night once, twice or even thrice. 
Rather, it is known of some people to have recited the entire Quran in just one rakaah of 
the salah (prayer). 

Perhaps these people understood the hadith (tradition) to speak of those who had a weak 
grasping power. Or, they interpreted it to disallow complete recited in less than three days 
to those who read to study, but there was no prohibition to those who wished earn reward 
in the shortest possible time. 

People completed recitation of the Quran in two months, in a month, in ten days or in 
seven days. Most sahabah (Prophet's companions) did it in seven days. Bukhari 

and Muslim transmit a hadith (tradition) that the Prophet Muhammad instructed 

Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar "Complete reciting the Quran in seven days and do 

not do more than that." 

KHATM UL AHZAB 

In the terminology of the mashaikh and the aarifin (the learned men of Allah), the 
completion of the recital of the Quran in seven days is known as Khatm ul-ahzab. (A 
complete reading from cover to cover is known as khatm.) Mulla Ali Qari &***-.> said the 
best manner of it is (j^^j) 1 

(this is explained further down.) Some people say that the method of khatm ul-ahzab is to 
begin on Friday and to recite from the beginning of the Quran up to surah al-Maidah to the 
end of it. On Saturday, from surah al-Anam to the end of surah at-Tawbah. On Sunday, 
from surah Younus to the end of surah Maryam. 

On Monday, from surah Ta Ha to the end of surah al-Qasas. 

On Tuesday, from surah al-Ankabut to the end of surah Saad. 

On Wednesday, from surah az-Zumar to the end of surah ar-Rehman. 

And, on Thursday, from surah al-Waqiah to the end of the Quran. 

This Khatm is said to be proved for most needs. Similarly, the sequence of (j^^J) is also 
tested for enlarged provision and other needs and this sequence too is recommended to 
begin on Friday. However, these two methods are widely different. The gist of what 
Mulla Ali Qari said is that the ulama (Scholars) have suggested many methods of 
Khatm ul-ahzab but the most correct is^^^J) and, according to him, the sequence of both 
khatm-ul ahzab and (j^^i) fmibshawq is one and the same thing. 

The sequence of fmibshawq is based on the seven sections of the Quran to be rec*tc*d in 
seven days such that the letters of (dy-^) occur at the beginning of each section. Thus: 

(^3) faa begins surah al-Fatihah (chapter) (f) 

(?) meem begins surah al-Maidah (m) 

(tf) yaa begins surah Younus (y) 

(w«) baa begins surah Bani Israil (b) 

(ji) shi begins surah ash-Shuara (sh) 

(j) waw begins surah was-saafaat (w) 

(ii) qaaf begins surah Qaaf (q) 

The combination of these initial letters forms (j^ ,^*J) (famibshwq). This. sequence is 
ascribed to sayyiduna Ali He recited the entire Quran in this sequence. 


1 Fmi b Shwq 
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Reverting to the meaning of the hadith (tradition), Nawawi said that it depends on the 
different people and differs, according to their power of understanding. This has been 
discussed earlier in this discourse. Those with a strong faculty of comprehension can recite 
faster and get the meaning as they recite. They must recite so much as will enable them to 
understand. If anyone is engaged in propagating knowledge or in judgment of disputes or 
such other public work, then he must recite only so much as will not disturb his tasks. The 
same applies to one who is occupied in learning or earning for the livelihood of his family. 
Other people may recite the Quran as much as they can provided it does not produce 
tedium and result in mispronunciation of words. 

LOUD AUDIBLE OR SOFT INAUDIBLE RECITATION 




Ijjb °\jj — x . j j L> q 



2202. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that Allah's Messenger Ut-Siiju 

(JL-j said, "Reciting the Quran loudly is like giving sadaqah (charity) openly and a 
soft, inaudible recital is like a secret sadaqah (charity)." 1 
COMMENTARY: To give sadaqah (charity) secretly is better than giving it openly. Hence, 
to recite the Quran softly is better than reciting it loudly. 

Teebi k^ said that ahadith (traditions) say that it is good to recite the Quran quietly and 
they also say that it is good to recite it loudly. It is better to recite it quietly when one is 
likely to be ostentatious with a loud recital. If there is no likelihood of showing off then 
one may recite loudly, provided the loud voice does not disturb anyone else. A loud voice 
enables others to listen to the Quran and earn reward for it. It is a symbol of religion and a 
demonstration of Allah's words. The reciter's heart becomes receptive and his mind does 
not wander. It removes the urge to sleep and encourages other people to worship. Thus 
even when only one benefit is achievable, it is better to recite allowed. 


ABIDE BY THE QURAN COMPLETELY 

(JicLil Q* ^ • j fL> (j^l U <LlJI 4131 <J yJLj (Jta 

2203. Sayyiduna Suhayb narrated that Allah's Messenger * 4 * in jl* said, 

"He has not believed in the Quran who regards as lawful what the Quran forbids." 2 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S pJL j^kj* RECITAL 

2204. Sayyiduna al Layth ibn Sa'd k^j reported from Ibn Abu Mulaykah who 


1 Abu Dawud # i333, Tirmidhi # 2919, Nasai # 2561, Musnad Ahmad 4-151 

2 Tirmidhi # 2918 
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from Yala ibn Mamlak that he asked Sayy9idah Umm Salamah about 

the recitation of the Quran by the Prophet^jA-^^'j^l-o. She described it in detail 
word by word. 1 

COMMENTARY: Anyone could count the letters when the Prophet Muhammad 
recited. He observed tarteel and tajweed (science of recital). Sayyidah Umm Salamah 
** either merely described the Prophet Muhammad's ( >L«j< 9 UA» a u recitation or she recited in 
the manner in which he did to demonstrate his recitation. 

Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that it was dearer to him to recite one surah in tarteel than 
reciting the entire Quran without tarteel. 


o\Jj _JSj \ Ja»J i. flflj JaJ CjJ 4lJ, ft b°- 

Ja\ 0 s " U^l 0 s " Ij-i l$JJ ^ • j V eilwl (J~i^ (JLdj 



2205. Sayyiduna Ibn Jurayj & a^j reported from Ibn Abu Mulaykah & a*^ from 
Sayyidah Umm Salamah A^ii^j that she said, "Allah's Messenger pL^AJpii^ used 
to observe pauses while reciting the Quran. He would say (j^Juiio)iuJUAji) and pause 
before saying and pause. 2 

COMMENTARY: Some ulama (Scholars) hold that this hadith (tradition) is not worthy to 
cite, because according to rules a perfect pause is observed at (^dyj-^sOu) Tirmidhi said that 
the hadith (tradition) of Layth im **> 3 is more correct. 

Most ulama (Scholars) say that in such verses as are tied to each other, it is better to read 
them together without pause. However, Jazri k*+> 3 said that it is mustahab (desirable) to 
pause. The Shafi is too say the same thing. The majority say that the Prophet Muhammad 
^jAde-kjue paused as stated to show the commencement of the verses. 


SECTION III jjft 

bljiVi (4jj cAi A'-i A sill A A jji> ^ jjlf cA 



2206. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger aJp came to 

them while they were reciting the Quran Among them were the villagers and non 
Arabs too. He said, "Recite. Each of you is good at reciting. A people will come 
who will straighten it as an arrow is straightened. They will wish to have its 
reward soon (in this world) and will not wait to have it in the next." 3 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Jabir a spoke of the assembly that included the sahabdh 


1 Abu Dawud # 1466, Tirmidhi # 2923, Nasai # 1032 

2 Abu Dawud # 4001, Tirmidhi # 29227, Munad Ahmad # 6-402 

3 Abu Dawud # 830, Musrad Ahmad 3-155, Bayhaqi in Shuab ul Eeman # 2642 



387 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


(Prophet's companions) ^ who were not Arabs. They were Persian, Roman and 
Ethiopian, like Sayyiduna Salman Suhayb and Bilal 

Though the recitation of the (Arab) villagers was not like that of the non-Arabs, yet the 
Prophet Muhammad (A->j *j* k commended the recitation of all of them because they 
preferred the hereafter to this world. He told them that it did not matter if they had not 
polished their pronounciation and voices. A people were to succeed them who would 
perfect their voices and the words of the Quran and observe correct articulation. 
However, their effort would not be for the hereafter but to gain name and fame in this 
world and to show off. 

These people would prefer this world to the next and would sell their religion for the world. 

In short, recitation of the Quran should be with sincerity, pondering and getting lost in the 
meanings of the verses. It is no use simply reading correctly with a sweet voice. 


1 jl LiJ 4151 j^> <SJI jt! jlI o^* v ) 

ji ti (SSjJl 4>jiij J&t t-s. pj!)ij riuii l 

^UiVi ijsdi o'ljj 


2207. Sayyiduna Hudhayfah-c^ narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL * 3 tJs-hj~p 
said, "Recite the Quran in the style of the Arabs and their accent. But, beware of 
the sound and pitch of singers of romantic poetry and the sound and pitch of the 
people of the two books. There will come a people after me who will modify 
their voices to the style of singing and wailing while reciting the Quran, but it 
will not go beyond their throats (meaning that their recitation shall not be 
accepted). Their hearts and the hearts of those who appreciate their recitation 
will be involved in trail." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Arabs recite the Quran naturally without being pretentious. Their 
voices are in harmony with their hearts. They do not follow the rules of music. 

Every Muslim is required to recite the Quran in the style and sound that befits the 
greatness of the Quran and the accent of the Arabs. 

They should not produce an unnatural voice to impress listeners 


RECITE WITH SWEET VOICE 


Isill J-* *11! Jjjj dJU-i jls cA fcljpl L^J (YY ’ A) 

9 * " 


2208. Sayyiduna al-Bara ibn Aazib j narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 
(jL-jUfrii jLo say "Let your voices beautify the Quran. A good voice adds to the 
beauty of the Quran. 2 


1 Bayhaqi in Shuab ul Eeman # 2649, Razin in his book. 

2 Darimi # 3501 



388 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


STANDARD OF GOOD RECITAL 


4 1 JJ) ' ' jfc'« (j-jlll. Jbaljl I JU 9f\j$ 


2209. Sayyiduna Tawus narrated in a mursal form that the Prophet 

Muhammad <o* it was asked "Who has the most beautiful voice for the 
Quran? And, who is the best reciter?" He said, "He whom when you hear him 
recite you are inclined to believe that he fears Allah. 1 
Tawus said, "Talq A^isn^j was like that." 

COMMENTARY: When a person fears Allah, this is detected by the change of the colour of 
his face or his weeping much. 

Talq was a tabi but the compiler of Mishkat describes him as a sahabi 


A FEW COMMANDS 


Jit b jLjsJcibi jji jj-ij; jt! Jl» Sii-isj 'iiLicJ-j < n ' • > 

jils5 sjjUl ijliSj sjJIij ^\J e b! J. psk (I s - <jiiy vijOiil ljiSi^SV 

(s^jLjVl J Jfejl oljj) II 


2210. Sayyiduna Abeedah al-Mulayki who was a companion narrated that 

Allah's Messenger said, "O people of the Quran! Do not recline on the 

Quran (meaning, do not be lazy). Rather, recite it as it deserves to be recited by 
night and day. Recite it aloud. Recite it with a sweet voice. Think over its contents 
that you may achieve your aim (the hereafter). Do not hasten to earn its reward (in 
this world), for, its reward will be great in the next world." 2 
COMMENTARY: Do not recline on the Quran is an idiomatic expression in Arabic to mean, 
'do not neglect and be lazy in reciting the Quran.' Go on reciting it and giving it its right. 
Recite it correctly, understand it and abide by it. 

Ibn Hajr said that it is forbidden to rest or recline on the Quran, to stretch one's legs 
towards it, to put something on it, to put one's back to it, to trample it and to throw it. It is 
makruh(unbecoming) to draw an omen from it and some Maalikis say that it is forbidden 
to do so. 

While reciting the Quran, four things must be observed: 

i. The words must be pronounced correctly. 

ii. Its message and meaning must be grasped. 

iii. The aim of the message must be understood. 

iv. The message should be obeyed. 

Recite the Quran aloud that others may hear it. Teach it to them. Abide by it. Write it 
down and publicise and circulate it. Respect it. 

Consider its verses carefully and divert your attention from this world to the hereafter. 


1 Darimi # 3489 

2 Bayhaqi in Shuab ul-Eemor. # 2649 
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Not all copies of Mishkat have this chapter heading. Some have no heading at all other 
than mentioning 'Chapter/ 

SECTION I 

VARIATIONS IN READING 

9 

SjjJi \j£i \j->- (_£ JLjiv-Z (Jtl i—jUa=l-l j-iA ^ ^) 

11J-J sjjll^LSl j*\ jLzJ <£& 4ii 1 4jJ 1J Jjjj Uljil 

9 I * \ } 

\jjt> <131 (Jj-ij b C^ia9 rfjJl Jjjjj v£*£>% 9 4|1S<cl£) Jb 

££)! S^IJaJI IJas 1 Js\ iL-jt ji-ij adc ill! <ilt JjJJ ,J(i.9 tglb Ij^f UJ& ^1SJ £j, 

li.^4. Jtii Cj! \j*\ (Jll Jd cJ1 >Lsj Ajic £DI $151 (Jlia lji$ tcji^z 

9 

CpJl-mJ 1 9 I (_\ jd| x < jf ^ft3l I pi 

2211. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab **■ & narrated that he heard Sayyiduna 
Hisham ibn Hakim ibn Nizam recite surah al Furqan in a manner different 

from what he had been reciting and what Allah's Messenger had taught 

him to recite. He almost quarrelled with him but gave him respite till he had 
finished. Then he took hold of his cloak and putting it in his neck, brought him to 
Allah's Messenger to whom he said, "O Messenger of Allah. I heard this 

one recite surah al-Furqan in a manner that it different from what you have taught 
me to recite it." He instructed him to release him and asked him to recite. So he 
recited in the manner Umar had heard him recite. Allah's Messenger 11 

(JL-j said, "This is how it was revealed." Then, he asked Umer to recite it and 

he recited it, and he said, "This is how it was revealed. In deed, the Quran is 
revealed in seven readings. So recite in the manner that is easiest." 1 
COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) have expressed nearly opinions about the meaning 
of this hadith (tradition), one of these holds that this hadith (tradition) is among the 
allegorical whose meaning no one knows comprehensively. 

Some authorities say that variations in readings are more than seven but all of them return 
to seven reasons. 

i. In the word itself, becav se of a deficiency or an addition. 

ii. The tense varying from plural to singular. 

iii. The gender varying from masculine to feminine. 

iv. The letter itself having an accent for emphasis (Shaddah) or without it, a fath, a 


1 Bukhari # 2319, Muslim # 270- 818, Abu Dawud # 1475,Tirmidhi # 2943, Nasai # 936, Muwatta 
Maalik # (Quran) 
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kasrah or a dammah (jjj), like a word may be c_*) (lui; (,>>; j>>;) etc. 

v. Variation of vowels. 

vi. Variation of letters, like JS) which is recited with the Shaddah on (a>) (j£>) 
without it (j&) 

vii. Variation in language (grammar) like tafkhim and imalah (making sound broad 
and long, and inclining sound). 

This chapter has been treated in greater detail than here in the Book of knowledge chapter 
on knowledge in volume 1 of Mazahir Haq) 

EACH READING IS CORRECT 


A S 


^ j l.91 £>-y > * 0 aZa 4?lc> %S3\ fj 


2212. Sayyiduna Ibn Masud narrated that he heard a man recite (a portion of the 
Quran) and he had also heard the Prophet Muhammad j*JL k j~p recite it 
differently. So he took him to the Prophet Muhammad j U* k Jlp and informed 
him (of the difference). He said detected a dislike his the Prophet Muhammad's Jl? 

4-1* in face. Anyway, he said, "Both of you are correct, so do not disagree. Those 
who preceded you disagreed and were ruined." 1 
(They used to belie each other.) 

COMMENTARY: The disagreement refers to rejection of any one of the reasons of the Quran. 
As already stated, all the readings of the Quran are genuine and one must not reject any of 
them because that would be tantamount to rejecting the Quran. Some of the readings are 
mutawatir (undoubted continuous), some ahad (reported by few, not matching mutawatir). 
The seven readings are mutawatir that are being recited. 


J >j (JJw.A.9 (j t :C OT^T) 

* * * P ^ 

dh J-i -ill Ulji LdXs s^Lill lliil Ull ssQi §$1J3 tjji jXf JXs 

4-j^.Ld J ^ US S*Q-| |J^ v ? j \ c_J^a.9 J f X.C tj 

(j Vj Cl ^‘3"^ Ls.jfiLii I_>.)-£J 

✓ x 1 p 

vf .«ao9 *c. jJjLa riJLli ^iJl 4.131 JJ LllS 

S^J Oisji J£ Tjil dl J-,ji §1 b ij jlil tSji «i!l JiJJii'l ufgj 

* * 

JL .ii! j jt iljiT JsjliJI s jl SJ.9 ,^1 j£ ii>I & yi gil ,> 

o j-^^3 l JP>V A-?*! JL&AJI l ai LgJLu LjSjjj 


1 Bukhari # 2410, Musnad Ahmad 1-412. 
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2213. Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b j said that he was in the mosque when a man 
came in and offered salah (prayer). He recited in such a manner that Ubayy 
did not think it to be correct. Then another man came in and recited a recitation 
different from the first man. When they finished the salah (prayer), they went 
together to Allah's Messenger Ubayy ^k^j reported to him that one of 

them had recited in a manner that he had rejected and the other came and recited in 
a way different from the other. The Prophet Muhammad pL >j k instructed 

them both and they recited. He regarded both of them as good. Ubbay -up k 
thought to himself the urge to reject such a doubt as had not grown in him during 
the days of ignorance. Allah's Messenger ^kkj^> detected his condition and 
patted him on the chest and he perspired heavily and was overwhelmed with tear 
and it seemed to him that he was looking at Allah. He then said to Ubayy mk^y 
"It was conveyed to me that I should recite the Quran in a reading but I pleaded to 
make it easy for my ummah (people/followers). Again, it was conveyed to me that I 
should recite in two readings but I pleaded again for it to be made easy for my 
ummah (people/followers). It was conveyed to me a third time that I should recite 
in seven readings. I was also told the while that I might pray for something for 
each time I had received a command. So, I prayed, 'O Allah forgive my ummah 
(people/followers), o Allah, for give my ummah (people/followers)!' And, I have 
held the third prayer in abeyance for the day when all the creatures, including 
Ibrahimf*-Ji*Jtfv will ask me to intercede. 1 


COMMENTARY: Ubayy ibn Ka'b became doubtful because the Prophet Muhammad 
commended both recitals though they were quite different. He wondered how 
Allah's words could be recited in two ways. 

During the jahiliyah, he was not a faithful, so could not distinguish doubt and temptation 
from rectitude. 

The prayers that the Prophet Muhammad made were for forgiveness. It is the 

real thing, for, without it deliverance is not possible. 

He made two prayers for his ummah (people/followers), and held back the third for all the 
creatures till the day of resurrection. This is shafaah al-Kubra, the great intercession. 

All the Prophets fii-Jt-uU. will crave for his intercession, but only Prophet Ibrahim is 

named because, after the Prophet^ j*Jt.kju>, he is the most superior. 

COMMANDS ARE NOT ALTERED BY READINGS 


0 ^ 

2214. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -up k ^ : said that Allah's Messenger k said. 


1 Muslim # 273.520, Musnad Ahmad 5-124. 
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"Jibril (gabriel) made me recite the Quran in one reading. I repeated it and 

did not cease to ask for more (for the ease of my ummah (people/followers) so that I 
continued to get ntore) and more of it was given till it ended at seven readings." 
Ibn Shihab (Zuhri s *u^j) said that he had learnt that the seven readings are one 
concerning commands. They do not differ about the lawful and the unlawful. 1 
COMMENTARY: If a verse means one thing in a reading, it will continue to have the same 
meaning in other readings too. Variation in modes of reading will not alter the command. 
The variation in reading is limited merely to style and voice, and it has not effect on rulings. 

SECTION II 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S (JL-jUtinju. DESIRE TO MAKE RECITATION EASY 


j4§ jji5^ jll^y^l^™' 0 ' 


UsJl b jll Ab$\jk ji Jiplj ii/iljjull'lj ji-Sl feiJlj j jiJl £§;! 


4L/4 jla9 & 4s gig t!^ L&J-f 4 j=i^=2 -5 4jljj 

-464^4^ jll 4>J£^fJ%li 


2215. Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b narrated that when Allah's Messenger M 

met Jibril (gabriel)f%Ju4p, he said, "O Jibril (gabriel), I am sent to an ummah 
(people/followers) who are unlettered. They include old women and old men, 
young boys and young girls, and these who have never read a book." He said, "O 
Muhammad, the Quran is revealed in seven readings. 2 

According to another version: "There is nothing in it but what heals (from the 
mischief of disbelief, etc) and is enough (to confirm your truth). 3 
And yet another version: He said, "Jibril (gabriel) p*-Jujp and Mikail came to 

me. Jibril (gabriel) fV-Ju-U sat to my right and Mikail my left, and Jibirl U* 

said, 'Recite the Quran in one reading.' And Mikail said, 'Ask for more,' till it 
came to seven readings. Each is a healing and sufficient." 4 
COMMENTARY: The people were mostly unlettered and it was difficult for them to recite 
the Quran on a single form of reading. They could not all meet the demands of 
pronounciation in one, manner. Different readings (qiraat) would permit them to follow 
are that came naturally to them. 




MAKE NOT QURAN A MEANS TO BEG 

jll ji tej till JU5 ji m dk 1 ! jy* y? 


*0*3 


( v r-*u 


1 Bukhari # 4991, Muslim # 272-819, Musnad Ahmad 1-264. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2953 

3 Musnad Ahmad # 23507, Abu Dawud # 1477 

4 Nanai # 941 
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«> ll ill I I 14 < \ <' < 


oljj) r>bil«L> v ' 


2216. Sayyiduna Imran ibn Husayn ** <& is reported to have passed by a story 

teller who recited the Quran and then begged. So, Imran **■&first said 


6>r'j) to Allah we belong and to Him is our return/ Then he narrated that he had 
heard Allah's Messenger say. "He who recites the Quran must pray to 

Allah for a reward, for, soon such people will crop up who will recite the Quran and 
beg from people against it." 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition)s sounds a note of warning to those who beg against 
recitation of the Quran. As it is, this thing violates human values that a person must forsake 
Allah, and beg from a fellow human being thinking of him as the remover of his needs. 

While reciting the Quran, the reciter must pray to Allah alone as he comes across different 
verses, and again after finishing the recitation. 

SECTION III 

WARNING AGAINST USING THE QURAN FOR WORLDLY ENDS 


*1*. L/ 5 C/* jb (Jb SdiJj J ^ YY ^^ 




2217. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"If anyone recites the Quran in order to earn thereby a living from the people, then 
on the day of resurrection, he will come with bones on his face. There will be no 
flesh on it." 2 


BISMILLAH IS A VERSE 


4^6'k j-*» 4/^V jiij iin j-s jpj jli Jit (>5I ( Y Y u > 

I 

(jJI ^Jill jji 


2218. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas j narrated that Allah's Messenger could 

not know the point of separation between two surah till (the bismalah) 

,**?• jli) was revealed. 3 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) proves beyond doubt that is a verse 

of the Quran. It distinguishes one surah from another. 

AN INCIDENT WITH IBN MASUD **3^ 


(Jliii USIiU (Jliis i <Jb 0 s "J ( YY ^) 

&La SajS \ J bib jlJjl-J jiil >Lsj 4ilt4l3i 4jj i ij 


1 Tirmidhi # 2926, Musnad Ahmad 4-433 

2 Baayhaqi in Sh jab ul Eeman # 2625 

3 Abu Dawud # 788 
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2219. Sayyiduna Alqamah ** M narrated that while they were in Hims. 
Sayyiduna Ibn Masud recited to them the surah Yusuf. A man interrupted 

that it was not revealed in that way. Abdullah said, "By Allah, I had recited 

it in the times of Allah's Messenger (in this way) and he had commended 

me." While he was thus coversing, he detected the smell of wine on him. So, he 
asked, "Did you drink wine arid belied the Book (of Allah)? Then he awarded him 
the prescribed punishment. 1 

COMMENTARY: If Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Masud ** & ^ wav reciting a mushhur 
(established, known) reading, then this man belied the Quran and that amounted to 
disbelief. If he recited a Shaadh (rare) reading then he merely belied the reading, not the 
Quran. So, Ibn Masud's saying that he had belied the Book was in anger and as a 

warning. This seems more correct because he did not blame him for apostacy. He only 
awarded him the punishment for consuming wine. 

Teebi said that Ibn Masud had spoken the words in anger because if anyone 

rejects an expression of a reading and the Quran then it is disbelief but not if he belies the 
pronunciation and delivery. 

This man had only rejected the pronunciation and delivery but not the Quran or the 
reading. That is why Ibn Masud only punished him for consuming wine. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that the smell from the mouth is enough evidence against anyone 
of having consumed wine. However, the Hanafi and Shafii point of view is that mere 
odour from the mouth is not enough evidence of wine consuming against anyone and he 
cannot be awarded the prescribed punishment for it unless there is other evidence for it. 
Sometimes sour apple and guava also give out an odour like some kind of wine. 

As fry this particular incident Sayyiduna Ibn Masud may have had this man's 

confession or there may have been witnesses against him. So he awarded the prescribed 
punishment to the man (for wine-consuming). 

COLLECTION OF THE QURAN 


JU oj cs; Ills AjsLiill (Jjal 1 (Jls Jd j 0^3 ^ 

s^i Jl T <4i j I *i. 3k ^ J J&'I s LA JiS 4iSf ^L>\^& 

cjj s^jl^l c$j\ J kl Csb\p\jiSL Jiill 

*i)ij jiil jL,j in J* *i)i jjjLj jl tii* JjJj 
Jfj djil^Sjjtl Jdj ^jjl q dJjj i£4il&^<ill rj^js^.1^ 

gix-l *ij| ^jJI ilj J|l£ 

cLJ-3 ^ • j l £r 5 <0 ■ - < j l^U(_\^.l /_l 2 j 


1 Bukhari #5001, Muslim # 249-301, Musnad Ahmad 1-378. 
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J-i-1 ^ t -° LaJa .1 Jj ^^LfljVl £3! ^09 2 jJ-i J?-^l <■—>■ \ yj ^JS. jJLa .^1 jj jlj»j 

JSJ^IJI otfljj Cil *^5r >—4>«a3l C-J&9 ij*!_/$ ^«3Li. tjj*^"I Q-5 jjp _>iT JLflJ ojfe 


(l^jU^J! oljj) -_/■«-£• CUj 4-g AA. jLLy jSj£jLa._/£c- 


2220. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Tahabit narrated that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 

summoned him after the (large scale) killing of the warriors at al-yamamah. 
Indeed, Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab A^k^j was with him. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 
A*k^i> : said to him that Umar A^k^e^ had visited him and pointed out to the large- 
scale killing of the reciters of the Quran during the battle of al-Yamamah. He 
apprehended that if they continued to be killed at this scale during other battles, 
they could lose a great portion of the Quran. Therefore, he suggested that he 
should arrange for the Quran to be collected. But, Abu Bakr Aj-k^j asked Umar 
a* in how he could do what Allah's Messenger ^JL-j u* k ju> had never done. 
Nevertheless, Umar <u* in said, 'By Allah, this is best" and he did not cease to 
persuade him till Allah made him see the wisdom in it, so he concurred with 
Umar's idea about it. 

Zayd -up in said that then Abu Bakr Ax-k^^ said to him, "You are young and 
intelligent and cannot be suspected. Besides, you were a scribe who recorded the 
wahy that was revealed to Allah's Messenger ^jA^kj^p. So, search for the Quran 
and collect it together." Zayd A^k^j commented, 'By Allah, if they had assigned to 
me the shifting of a mountain among the mountain that would not have been as 
burdensome and difficult for me than the putting together of the Quran which task 
he had assigned to me." 

Then he asked him. 'How will you do something that Allah's Messenger *Js-kj^> 
,»JL .j had never done?" He said, "By Allah, this is best." He continued to persuade 
him till Allah made him see the wisdom in it as He had made Abu Bakr A^k^j and 
Umar see it. So, he began to search for the Quran collecting it from palm-branches 
white stones and hearts of men (who had memorized the Quran). He finally found 
the concluding portion of surah al-Bara'ah with Sayyiduna Abu Khuzaymah al- 
Ansari Ax-k^j. He was unable to find it with anyone else.(it was:) 



(Surely, a messenger has come to you from among yourselves...) (to the end of the 
surah. 9:128-129) 

The suhuf (Sheets of the Quran that he had collected) were deposited with Abu 
Bakr A^k^j till Allah took him away. Then they were with Umar <u t-k^j all his life. 
Then they were with (Sayyidah) Hafsah bint Umar A^k^ j. 1 


1 Bukhari # 4SS6 
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COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abu Bakr **k ^ 3 had sent an army to Yamamah under the 
command of Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Walid In the ensuing fierce battle Muslamah 

Kadhdhab was killed. (He was claimant to prophet hood). The Muslims also suffered 
heavy reverses and many of those who had committed the Quran to memory were 
martyred. Between seven hundred and twelve hundred Muslims were martyred. 

Till then, the Quran was preserved in complete form only in memories. 

So, Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit was commissioned t* put the Quran together. Zayd k^> 3 
** had written most of the revelation being one of die twenty four scribes who wrote it down. 
The four caliphs were also among them. Moreover, Zayd **<^0 was trusted and dutiful. 

THE FORM OF THE QURAN IN THE TIMES OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
The noble Quran was written down in the Prophet Muhammad's ^^kj^ times too but it 
was not in book form or as a single collection. It was inscribed on palm-leaves, on stones, 
on bones and on other things and was in the custody of different people. The reason was 
that whenever it was revealed the Prophet Muhammad dictated it to his scribes 

to inscribe on any of these things at hand at that time. 

After the death of the Prophet Muhammad k j-?, Sayyiduna Abu BAkr ^ k ^ 

approved the suggestion of Sayyiduna Umar Ks-k^ 3 . He had these different writings on 
various things collected and put down neatly in several sheets. 

Furthermore, the Quran that we have now-a-days in a sequence of surahs, had not this 
arrangement in the times of the Prophet Muhammad ^ 3 A^kj^>. Rather, after him, this 
sequence was decided by the ijtihad (independent judgment) of the sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) k Of course, the verses were arranged in sequence in the Prophet 
Muhammad's j~* times according to his instructions. The method was that 

whenever Jibril (gabriel) ? **-Jiaj* brought a revealation according to the situation land needs, 
he also said that the verse belonged to such-and-such surah before a certain verse or after 
it. The Quran is inscribed in the Preserved Tablet (Luh Mahfuz (J >^ ^y) in the same 
sequence and arrangement. The noble Quran was brought from there to the lowest heaven. 
Then Jibril (gabriel) brought down to the Prophet Muhammad (Jl.ja.js. at surahs or 

verse of the Quran from there in keeping with the situation and need. 

In short, the revelation of the Quran was not in the same sequence as it is recited these 
days. Every year in Ramadan, Jibril (gabriel) revised the Quran according to the 

sequence of revelation, and in Ramadan of the year when the Prophet Muhammad Aj*at^u 
( *Jl»j died, he revised it with him twice. 

Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit ^ did not find the concluding portion of surah Bara'ah 
with anyone other than Abu Khuzaymah ^k^ 3 . Of course those sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) who had committed the Quran to memory also had these verses of 

Bara'ah with them in memory. Among the sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^ k^>j who 
had memorized the entire Quran in the times of the Prophet Muhammad were 

Ubayy ibn Ka'b ^k^j, Mu'adh ibn Jabar ^k ^Zayd ibn Thabit A^k^j, Abu Darda 
and others. 

When Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit ^k^j accomplished his task at the behest of Sayyiduna 
Abu Bakr a*^^, all the sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^-k^ 3 concurred with it. Then, 
it was arranged in several scrolls or sheets. It had not taken the shape of a single book or 
collection till then. Those sheets were retained by Abu Bakr a*^^ and after him by Umar 
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all his life. After him, they were kept with his daughter, Sayyidah Hafsah 
Then Sayyiduna Uthman put together all the sheets in one mashaf (copy of Quran). 

The he had many copies of it made out and disbursed throughout most of the cities of the 
Islamic state. This will be seen in the next hadith (tradition). 

THE ARRANGEMENT & COLLECTION OF THE QURAN BY UTHMAN *pA^*, 


* > ** ** ? T ^ 

L jtil §*142)1 <j \ aj&Il pjiU <314-^ l M J5($ 

cUjtl 04&JI JUiil v jJ ? JuJ> dJ^il L 


«L. I 1 JL 9 v-gjwLadl j U>*~ju »—aa-«fl3L Li)} ^ • j l ^ ! jl£ *e- 

yi (j-> 4 JJI Jj&j Dl (jJ Ji y JLj (jJ 4JJ1 jLc-J O-jli (jJ La ^ < j LAg- (jl ij^aC 

& Jdjj jiil lil JLijk jllj 4 U jkdi ^>L£* 

^aiLaJl 1 ! j}^i. 1 Llj(j 4 J L»l9(jj54^ ^ • j LL> 0 ^1aS" 1.9 ^ • j )4^1 (42 £2 

(42 II4~< Uj 4*lj La Jp1 (J^ (J}J, A.« £o^ - (J}j, 4»v&)l ^ • J (., £ £ & ■ JJ v,L;vLa£ 4 


«(j| t^olS Jo j (4? A^^La. v—*L&i l4^1 (JL ^ * j l J1 Aj al a^g i 4 ^ . j l ffil 

Jj-iJ C.-iS"id t —S jl LLiJ £jL* 42 Ail oi2d {JL O*jlo 0 ^ J-jj 

(JL4 (42 (jJ^L&iVl ^ . j 1^0to (4^ Aij4^ ^ Lb LjJ-a.^.9 Lb Li. q, T) td L^j \jJ& 4"L~4 4iLc Dl 

ol^j) —*■ 4 Ls LLssLli IjjubLLs I1 ^ 9 jl£ 


2221 Sayyiduna'Anas ibn Maalik narrated that Sayyiduna Hudhayfah ibn Yaman 
visited Sayyiduna Uthman when he was preparing war equipment 

for Shaam(syria) and Iraq for tlieir battle against Armenia and Azerbayjan. He was 
alarmed at their difference in reading the Quran. So, he said to Sayyiduna Uthman 
"O amir (commander) ul-muminin, put this ummah (people/followers) on 
the correct course before they differ about the Book, like the disagreement of the 
Jews and Christians (among themselves)/' So Sayyiduna Uthman sent for 

the sheets which Sayyidah Hafsah had (in safe-keeping) so that he would 

make their copies and then return them to her. She sent the sheets to Sayyiduna 
Uthman ** & who instructed Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit -upin,^, Sayyiduna 
Abdullah ibn Zubayr Sayyiduna Saeed ibn Ai-Aas and Sayyiduna 

Abdullah ibn al-Harith ibn Hisham -up-fo^ and they made the copies of the sheets. 
Utham also instructed the three men of Quraysh (entrusted with this task) 

that if they disagreed with Sayyiduna Zayd about (the dialect of) the Quran 

then they should write it in the dialect of the Quraysh, for it had been revealed in 
their dialect. So, they did that. They produced several copies of the sheets and 
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Sayyiduna Uthman ** <a# returned them to Sayyidah Hafsah M He 
dispatched a copy each of what they had produced to every region with orders that 
any sheet or book that had a part of the Quran in an other form should be burned. 
(One of the narrators) Sayyiduna Ibn Shihab ** said that Sayyiduna 

Kharijah^ son of Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit** & said to him that he 
heard Zayd ibn Thabit j say that when they were copying the Quran, he could 
not find a verse of surah al-Ahzab which he had heard Allah's Messneger 
pJL.j recite. On searching for it, he found it with Sayyiduna Khuzaymah ibn Thabit 
al-Ansari (It was:) 


IjJutolcU I i>$ 


{Among the believers are men who are true to the covenant they made with Allah.} 

(33:23) 

So, they added it to the surah (where it belonged) in the copy of the mashaf (Quran). 1 

COMMENTARY: Kirmani has explained in his Sharh (explanatory book) of Bukhari 
that the word (^ju>) is used in the sense of (ua) so that the meaning given in the 
translation depicts it correctly Mulla Ali Qari and Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) 
Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dahlawi have said that the noun of the verb (oir) and the 
subject of (drjUi) is Hudhayfah A^t^j (so that not Uthman but Hudhayfah a*^^ had 

led the Syrians and Iraqis at the conquest). 

The Jews and Christians had manipulated their Books and Hudhayfah was afraid 

that the Muslims might do that with Allah's Book. So, Uthman called a meeting and 
presented this fear before them. The members of the meeting numbered about fifty 
thousand men. He told them that the people disputed on the readings of the Quran and 
condemned each other practice of the reading though this nearly amounted to di§belief. 
Then it was decided to bring the people to one mashaf (copy of Quran). 

The Quran was revealed in the dialect of the Quraysh but on the Prophet"s 
request for making it easy for the people, the concession was made. Everyone was allowed 
to read in his own dialect. However, Uthman was compelled to abrogate all dialects, 
save the Quraysh dialect, because of serious differences. 

Sakhawi inw-j has reported some places where these people charged with producing an 
official text differed. For instance, Zayd had in mind (»j*i=Jt) but the others held it to 

be (ojiidi) and Uthman ***^3 upheld their contention. They also disagreed about (^-*V) and 
Uthman had a («) added to it (a^j). 

The copies that were ordered to be burnt included the sheets with Sayyidah Hafsah 
and those with other people. 

However, Sakhawi A^ia^j said that Uthman spared the sheets of Sayv’Uah Hafsah 

and burnt those with other people. Later, when Marwan be^me governor of 
Madinah he called for the sheets from her that he might bum them but she refused to give 
them to him. When she died, Marwan got them from her brother, Abdullah ibn Umar 
** and burnt them lest they get into wrong hands and the differences might crop up again. 
The copies made out at Uthman's a^&^j behest were five. But, Abu Dawud says that they 


1 Bukhari # 4987, Musand Ahmad 5.188 
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were seven. One of them was sent to Makkah. The others went to Shaam (syria), Yemen, 
Bahrain, Busrah, Kufah and Madinah. 

THE WORN OUT PAGES OF THE MASHAF (QURAN) 

The ulama (Scholars) differ on what should be done with the worn out pages of the Quran 
that cannot be used for reading. Should they be burnt or washed. Some of them say that 
they should be burnt because that leaves no possibility of their being misused or 
disrespected in any way, but if they are washed then the water will flow on the ground and 
possibly be trampled. However, some ulama (Scholars) prefer that the worn out pages 
should be washed and the water (and residue) should be placed on a pure place, or, better, 
its water should be drunk because it is a panacea and a cure for ills of the chest. 

SAYYIDUNA UTHMAN'S ACTION 

If Sayyiduna Uthman had not burnt the other copies of the Quran and had spared 

them, then later on they could have become a means of dispute and troubles among the 
people,. His action had wisdom behind if and it cannot be proved that Shariah (Islamic 
law) disallows burning of the pages of the Quran or that it is disrespectful. 

FIRST COMPILING 

The ulama (Scholars) write that the Quran was put together three times; First it was 
collected in the times of the Prophet Muhammad but it was not compiled in a 

single mashaf (book/collection) all together. Secondly, it was collected in the era of 
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and, in fact, he was the first man to collect the entire Quran 

together and may Allah shower mercy on him. Then the third time Sayyiduna Uthman ^>j 
consulted all the Sahabah (Prophet's companions) and put the Quran together 

in a book form and made copies of that and it was authenticated in the dialect of the 
Quraysh, and he sent the copies to other neighbouring places, this was done in 25 AH. 
Different motives: Sayyiduna Abu Bakr's motive in putting together the entire 

Quran was his fear that some portion of the Quran might be lost if it was not compiled in a 
single form. As for Sayyiduna Uthman ** 41 he was driven to do that to counter 
possibilities of disagreement in the ummah (people/followers). This means that he did not 
really put the Quran together but warded off possibility of disputes within the ummah 
(people/followers) and brought them to one dialect (that of the Quraysh) 

WHY NO BISMILLAH TO BEGIN SURAH BARAAH 


j 6aJliiVl t \\ jj Jqi. jl( )£ Jll 

(j| UijXli-oJ J I DJI IjixSo J>]j 6a 

rfixc DJI DJI JjJLj ^ { jUjg. Jit t£JJ,i (JjJsJI £r^Jl 

j£6* t 155Dii '\ P ISI^I^J jJL^loljj jjiil^dcJ>5jAj<?jUjj| 

^ VVji) 1 pJ> j jLI ibV 1 ±l\y> 1ill \jJj\j£ l&a J?j 4 1H jjJj 14 obV l *V : U 1 JAJ 

6a U\y? dJ'ij Aiioiu dijiu ^:iji 6a jufvi \1Zj ilf % jjjdi <j 

US I LJ 3 ^eJDJI 6^ DJI Jj-Jj l A * l^L^B s. • «j l. *^l 
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UiUJji 4-^ ^3 U44? ^-43* «^4-> l)4-* <1^® 


; 

(■ijjtajj! J J -U».l ojj) 

7977 Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas **4^j narrated that he asked Sayyiduna Uthman 
aip. "What brought you to place al-Anfal which is among al-mathani with Baraah 
which is among ^l-miin, joining them without distinguishing between them by 
writing (^jli^jJUip-ij), and why did you put it (al-Anfal) with the seven long ones 
(as sab'at-tool)? Why did you do it?" Sayyiduna Uthman answered, "With 

the passage of time, many surahs (chapters) were revealed to Allah's Messenger 

So, with every fresh revelation, he sent for some of his scribes and 
instructed them to insert the verses in the surah that mentions this or that; and 
when a verse was revealed, he instructed them to insert it in such-and-such surah 
with a certain subject matter. As for al-Anfal, it was among the first to be revealed 
in Madinah and Baraah was among the last of the Quran to be revealed, its subject- 
matter being similar to that of the other Allah's Messenger was taken 

away and he did not specify to us whether it belonged to it. It is for this reason, I 
paired them without writing^jli^jJt^^) between them and put them among as- 
saba tool (seven long ones)." 1 

COMMENTARY: The surahs (chapters) of the Quran are divided in the manner mentioned 
in the hadith (tradition). From surah al Baqarah to surah Yunus are (at-tawal) which 
means lengthy. The first seven surahs (chapters) are saba tawal or seven long ones because 
they are lengthy. Then, from surah Yunus to surah ash-Suara are called al-mumin (of) the 
hundreds, mumin being the plural of miah (*ju), meaning one hundred. These surahs 
(chapters) are made up of over one hundred verses, or near one hundred verses. Then, 
from surah ash-Shuara to al-Hujurat are called al-mathani. They are less than one hundred 
verses and their subject-matter is identical or repeated. Then from al-Hujurat to the end of 
the Quran are al-mufassal because the bismillah between them is very near. These are 
three kinds. The last of them al-mufassal is further divided into three kinds: tawal, awsat, 
and qisar (long average and short). 

From al-Hujurat to al-Burooj are the tawal mufassal, from there to (^.(*J) (al-Bayyinah) are 
awsat mufassal and from there to the end of the Quran are qisar mufassal. 

Now, let us look at the hadith (tradition), Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas asked that surah al- 

Anfal which is an al-Mathani being made up of less than one hundred verses and Ba raah 
which is an al-miin made up of more than one hundred verses - why are they placed 
together within at-tawal. Al-Anfal should have been with al-Mathani and Baraah with 
almiin? And why is (^A'jW'V*) not written between them? 

Sayyiduna Uthman ** explained that there was a possibility that they were not two but 
one surah, so are placed with at-tawal without bismillah separting them. If they are two 
surahs (chapters) then they have to be separated, so are distinguished two. 


1 Tirmidhi # 3097, Abu Dawud # 786, Musand Ahmad 1-57 (3 399) 
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BOOK-IX 

SUPPLICATIONS «ylj6oJtv^ 


ABOUT DUA 

Dua (Supplication) means 'to seek from the Elevated Being some of the base things with 
humility/ Imam (leader)Nawawi ** said that the ulama (Scholars) of all times and 
every place have been unanimous that it is mustahab (desirable) to make supplication. 
They cite the exhortation in the Quran and hadith (tradition) as well as the practice of the 
Prophets (OUuj* all of whom used to make supplication. 

However, some ascetics and possessors of Divine awareness hold that it is better to not 
make supplication because it is an expression of being pleased with Divine pleasure and 
decree in a perfect way. Mawlana Shah Muhammad Ishaq said about this opinion of 
the ascetics and possessors of Divine awareness that it depends on the peculiar condition 
that overtakes some saintly men at some times when an acceptance with willingness of 
decree is dominant. There is the example of Prophet Ibrahim When he was cast 

into the fire, Sayyiduna Jibril (gabriel) f*-Ju*i* advised him to pray to Allah for deliverance 
and peace. He said, "Allah, the Exalted, knows my plight. I have no need to make a 
supplication for this." 

SECTION I JjStJ-flfili 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S SPLENDID MERCIFUL CHARACTER 


JiLiil liUcLii sjlS <£& i&JI $jj| jll 

i< &" * * 


I 

(*CJ> \ j a oljj) —tiliidjJ L 

2223. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** narrated that Allah's Messenger pLijAleMj*? 
said, "For every Prophet there is a supplication that is granted. So every Prophet 
has made his supplication promptly (in this world) but I have preserved it till the 
day of resurrection to intercede for my ummah (people/followers). Insha Allah, it 
will benefit those of my ummah (people/followers) who die without having 
ascribed anything with Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: A supplication for every Prophet was in the sense that Allah commanded 
them to pray against* their enemies. Allah granted them the 'rayers that they made. For 
instance. Prophet Nuh p*-Ji -a* prayed for the destruction of his disobeying people. They 
were eliminated in the deluge. Prophet Salih also prayed against his people and 

they disappeared on just one voice of Jibril (gabriel) However, Prophet Muhammad 

(Jl-j *jl& is* was mercy io the worlds. He persevered persecution and kept his prayer in 
abeyance for his ummah (people/ followers) to intercede for them on the day of 
resurrection even the sinners among them. 


1 Bukhari # 6304 (briefer), Muslim # 338, Trimidhi # 3672, Ibn Majah # 2307(with many changes), 
Darimi # 2805, Musnad Ahmad 2-426 
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However, we must know that intercession will be of different kinds. As a result of the 
Prophet' S(A- jUpiaju intercession: 

• Some people will not be sent to hell at all, 

• Some will be released from hell soon, and, 

• Some will have their ranks raised in paradise. 

(O Allah, let us have the intercession of our Prophet Muhammad 


- I*" 




2224. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

prayed (to Allah), "O Allah, I have presented before you my plea. So grant it and 
do not deny it to me. I am only a mortal. Whichever of the believers I have hurt, 
abused, cursed or beaten, let that be for him a mercy, a purification (from sin) and a 
means of nearness to you such that because of these you will bring him near to you 
on the day of resurrection." 1 ? 

COMMENTARY: The words - I am only a mortal - are a prefix for the reason for 

the likelihood of getting angry on someone sometimes. 

The gist of the prayer is: If I have hurt any believer then let that be for him a mercy, etc. 
Sayyidah Ayshah went to lengths to get this to the extent that she stood holding the 

edge of the garment of the Prophet Muhammad He said,, when she did not let 

go, (^Juan^y) (May Allah cut off your hands!) She was hurt and let go of his garment and 
moved away. She sat down in her room, grieved and angry. The Prophet Muhammad ju. 
followed her and, to please her, said: 

The ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone prays against another then it is masnun that he 
make this prayer for him. 

MAKE SUPPLICATION WITH DETERMINATION 




2225. Sayyiduna Abu Huraryrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "When one of you prays, he must not say, 'O Allah forgive me, if You wish. 
Have mercy on me, if You wish. Provide me (Sustenance), if you wish. Rather, he 
must make a determined, resolute supplication, for. He does what He wishes. 
There is no one to compel Him." 2 

COMMENTARY: Pray to Allah for your needs, "O Allah give us..." but do not qualify 
with, 'if You wish.' That smacks of doubt. One must be sure that his prayer will be 


1 Bukhari # 6361, Muslim # 91-2601, Musnad Ahmad 2-493 

2 Bukhari # 6338, Muslim # 7 678 
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answered because He has given an assurance that prayers will be answered and He does 
not go back on His promise. 

DO NOT BE FED UP & STOP PRAYING 




.iliri L Ik & jlSj-hs \%jLj j&ilii Ja 4ji j j_y jii Jis iifcj (im) 




2226. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ju> 

said, // When one of you prays, he must not say, 'O Allah forgive me, if You wish/ 
But, he must be resolute and cherish a strong wish, for, that which Allah gives is 
not difficult for Him." 1 


Lj j\ fSi ^5UjjsUv4jU^4 jhj && Sill j-2, *1)1 jjjij j(i Jl ilzj w) 
JlZdjjZSjijJjjZSJljjk U^ill jj-£j b 


g I * 

0 l_J j) —jJ I P JLi 


2227. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "A person's prayer is granted provided he does not pray for anything sinful or 
for serving ties of kinship and provided he does not insist on a prompt answer." 
He was asked, "What is a prompt answer, O Messenger of Allah?" He said, "He 
says. 'I have prayed and I have prayed but do not see it being answered. 'He gets 
tired about it and ceases to supplicate." 2 

COMMENTARY: Apart from a true conviction, prayer should be made only for what is 
generally asked for and is permissible. 

Asking for what is sinful includes asking for ability to kill an innocent (Muslim) person, for 
wine, etc., or for forgiveness of a disbeliever. It is being a daring person to hope for such 
prayers to be granted. Similarly, it is foolish to ask for impossible things, like vision of 
Allah in this world. To pray for snapping of ties of kinship is also an impossible prayer. 
Prayer, too, is worship. So one should not give up praying if he thinks that he gets no 
answer. Moreover, delay in granting prayer is because that may not be due as yet. 
Everything is decreed and its time is specified. Or, the supplicant is not destined to get that 
thing in this world. He will get reward for the next world, instead. Or, the delay is to let 
the supplicant show determination, humility, submissiveness and a true spirit of servitude. 
Anyone who adopts these things in prayer is very dear to Allah. 


PRAYER FOR THE ABSENT IS GRA NTED 


v4*5l till SjJ,j jt! jll Jo fi (mA) 

J l' <|U J*pl Jll ji <JjLLS 4-Jj Sis? 


2228. Sayyiduna Abu Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger ^said, 

"A Muslim's prayer for his Muslim brother in his absence is granted. An angel is 
deputed to stand at the supplicant's head. Every time he prays for the good of his 


1 Muslim # 9.2735 

2 Mulsim# 9.2735 
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brother, the deputed angel prays, "Aameen! And, for you the like of it." 
COMMENTARY: While the supplication for an absent Muslim brother is mentioned here, it 
a prayer is made for a Muslim brother in his presence quietly in the heart, even that prayer 
falls under purview of this hadith (tradition). There is the element of sincerity in both. 

In return, the supplicant gets the angel's prayer too. 

DISALLOWANCE TO PRAY AGAINST ANYONE 



(^±~a oi ju)ji3 sUse. Usl \p V JSijt Jj 


2229. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Do 

not pray against yourselves, against your children or against your properties lest 
you do it at an opportune time when Allah grants you what He is asked." 1 
COMMENTARY: There are certain hours when prayers are answered by Allah. If your 
curse coincides with that time then your prayer will receive an answer and you will suffer 
a loss and will have to regret. 

The hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas about there being no veil between the 

prayer of the wronged one and Allah is at # 1722, Book of Zakah. 


SECTION II -J&\ j-ali 

SUPPLICATION IS WORSHIP 


(4a.U(>?! —jjlj .1 jj)-J-S o o»£iT jSsj 

2230. Sayyiduna An-Numan ibn Bashir a^i^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(*i-oAip said, "Supplication itself is worship." Then, he recited (the verse 60 of surah 
al-Mumin or Ghafir): 



{Pray to Me, I shall answer you.} 2 

COMMENTARY: It is an over-emphasis to say that supplication itself is worship. It is that 
kind of worship in which a person turns to Allah and shows indifference to every other 
being besides Allah. He fears none but Allah and places hope only in Him. There is 
sincerity in supplication, praise of Allah, gratitude to Him and He is beseeched. His unity 
is declared and only He is asked for one's needs. Prayer is made to Him and one humbles 
and lowers himself, demonstrating perfect servitude. Complaint is made to Allah and His 
help is sought. 

The Prophet Muhammad jl* confirmed his words and recited the relative verse of 

the Quran as evidence that we are commanded to make supplication. Moreover, when this 
command is obeyed and one makes supplication, he also earns a reward. Clearly, these 
elements are ingredients of worship, and whatever conforms to this description is worship. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1532 (Muslim similar # 7.920) 

2 Tirmidhi # 3383, Ibn Majah # 3828, Musnad Ahmad # 4-267 
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The concluding portion of the verse (cited in the hadith (tradition)) also establishes that 
supplication is worship. It is: 


{Surely those who are too arrogant too worship Me, they shall enter hell, disgraced.} 

(40:60) 

SUPPLICATION IS ESSENCE OF WORSHIP 

(c?j-« o\jj) ft* jLzJ JjJiJ (Jtfl ^ ^ ^ 


2231. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Supplication is the essence of worship." 1 

COMMENTARY: Being the essence of worship, supplication, too, is to humble oneself. 


MERIT OF SUPPLICATION 


-gltlil 6-2 u-Q 3131 (jM* *131 (Jj lij (JLs JtS (j\ (Y^TY) 

! (JUj J o\Jj 


2232. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L-jUtiui 

said, "There is nothing nobler in Allah's sight than supplication." 2 
COMMENTARY: Of the forms of worship and devotional exercises nothing is equal in rank 
to supplication. This hadith (tradition) may be seen in the light of the verse: 




{Surely, the noblest among you in the sight of Allah is the most pious of you } 

(49:13) 

SUPPLICATION ALTERS DESTINY 


Vi iizls\ Vi ILSill ij3V jhj iiil sijl jjJ,J jll Jll ^jUli (J-j (' rTTT > 

<i*i» p\ .Ijj) -ij3l ^i^Ul 4^ 


2233. Sayyiduna Salman al Farsi narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Nothing but supplication alters decree and nothing increases one's life span 

but piety." 


COMMENTARY: Here (*u*J\) decree refers to that which is disliked and which man fears. 
So, the hadith (tradition) implies that when a man is inspired to make supplication, Allah 
removes from him such things. 


Kinds of decree: There are two kinds of decrees: inevitable and suspended. The first is 
Allah's final decree and no kind of change is possible in whatever is destined. In the other 
kind (suspended), however, changes occur because of some causes. This hadith (tradition) 
says that supplication may avert the decree that is the suspended kind, but it does not overt 
the inevitable. 


1 Tirmidhi # 33/282 

2 Tirmidhi # 3381, Ibn Majah # 3829, Musnad Ahmad 2-362 
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WHAT IS 'PIETY INCREASES LIFE' 

This too is according to the suspended decree. It is destined about a man beforehand that if 
he does a certain pious work then he would live 'so many years' otherwise 'so many years.' 
Some authorities interpret the hadith (tradition) to mean that the life of the person who is 
pious is not wasted. In this sense, he lives longer by putting his life to optimum use. 

SUPPLICATION WARDS OFF TRIAL 


J-i. o\jjj o\jj —plftjJUj4lJl 


2234. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Surely, supplication is beneficial for those things that have happened and those 
things that have not happened. So, it is binding on you, O slaves of Allah that you 
make supplication." 1 

2235. Sayyidduna Muadh Ibn Jabal also narrated this hadith (tradition). 2 

COMMENTARY: Prayer is beneficial for what has transpired if it is the suspended kind 
then supplication turns it away and the supplicant becomes peaceful and calm. But, if it is 
the inevitable type, the benefit of supplication is apparent nevertheless in the sense that 
Allah gives him patience so that he finds it easy to endure the trial and becomes pleased at 
it, rather, he does not aspire that he should not face the trail and affliction. The reason is 
that patience strengthens his will to obey to the extent that his affliction seems to be as 
sweet to him as worldly pleasures are to the men of the world. 

As for that which has not transpired, supplication prevents such trials and afflictions as are 
of suspended decree. 




j\Ji o\jj)^aJ 4J»lia3 J! 


2236. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "No 

one makes a supplication to Allah but Allah lets him have what he asks, or removes 
from him evil of like amount of what he asks provided he does not pray for what is 
sinful, or for severing ties of kinship" 3 


ASK ALLAH FOR THE BEST 


£-jfr3ill sJjU 3131 jLz JXZj rflii £i3l (J-3> 4 JJI tJjJpj (Jll Jti jpLLS c £I (TYYV) 

-4-3^ IajZ. ill jllJ (SJuJjUIJj >jJ 


2237. Sayyiduna Ibn Masud narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Ask Allah for His favours, for, Allah surely loves that He is asked (for something). 
The best form of worship is to wait for supplication to be granted." 4 


1 Tirmidhi # 3559 

2 Musnad Ahmad 5.734 

3 Tirmidhi # 3441, Musnad Ahmad 3-360 

4 Tirmidhi # 3582 
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COMMENTARY: Waiting for supplication to be granted means that the supplicant does 
not complain to other people nor express hopelessness but is confident that his prayer will 
be answered, insha Allah. He is not despaired by the delay. Patience is a strong weapon 
and it also fetches a great reward. 

ALLAH IS DISPLEASED WHEN SUPPLICATION IS NOT MADE TO HIM 


>01 «'jj) *131 JUsjJ u-a jl! jll Y WA) 


2238. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Allah becomes angry with one who does not ask Him (for anything). (Not 

making supplication is a sign of arrogance and independence from Allah.) 1 


PRAY TO ALLAH FOR SECURITY 


id c, 


3 f-ltaJl 


A? id fe* & jpj jll jll (W) 


(<jr A*>>)i oijj) -ax|UJi JUi sjji 6 * 4 JI 4^1 ^ tiiS&Ji 4 


2239. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"He for whom the doors to supplication are opened, the doors of mercy are also 
opened for him. And, Allah is not asked for anything that is dearer to Him than 
being asked for security (and health)." 2 

COMMENTARY: The closing words are that Allah likes most that He should be asked for 
(Muii)(security, health). It means: safety and preservation from every seen and unseen 
disliked thing of this world and the next, all trials and tribulations, distress, illnesses and 
afflictions. Therefore, he who asks for (uuii) (al-aafiyah) really asks for all good of both 
worlds. We ask Allah for al-aafiyah. Aameen! 


MUCH SUPPLICATION DURING PLEASANT TIMES 


-44^ li* o'ljj (jsAdll ^££9 


2240. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger JLo 

said, "He to whom it pleases that Allah should answer him during difficulty and 
distress must make many supplications during ease (and plenty) 3 


BE CONFIDENT OF RECEIVING AN ANSWER 


jdj fel*jb 10 \jj V j .9 \l 1 62 i ^ & 1 >jj\ 

* 49 * 


2241. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said. "Pray to Allah with cc nfidence that you will receive an answer. And, know 

that Allah does not grant a prayer from an indifferent, playful heart." 4 


1 Tirmidhi # 3384, Ibn Majah 3827, Musnad Ahmad # 97 

2 Tirmidhi # 3559 

3 Tirmidhi # 3393 

4 Tirmidhi # 3490 
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COMMENTARY: When making a supplication, one must observe all conditions necessary 
for it, like doing pious work, keeping away from evil work, being sincere. He must be sure 
of receiving an answer. He must assure himself that Allah will not let him down. 


PALMS UPWARDS 

oJJLsl! *ill ji5Ls $131 (JjJo jl! cs yl o&j (YYfX-YYiY) 

SijLs Vj U^ 4 Ji l jitii 



1SU 


2242. Sayyiduna Maalik ibn Yasar narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(iJL.j said, // When you pray to Allah, pray to Him with the palms of your hands and 
do not pray to Him with the backs of your hands (towards your faces)." 1 

2243. The version of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ** & is that he said, "Pray to Allah 

with the palms of your hands but not the backs upward. When you finish, wipe 
your faces with them." 2 


COMMENTARY: When you make supplication, your palms should be towards your face. 
Do not reverse them. The prayer for rain is exempted from this direction as mentioned in 
the chapter al-istisqa (or, praying for rain). 

PRESERVES HONOUR OF HANDS 


D5 JA^oJ JJ-ij (JLs J)ll s , • 

-* ol JfiJj I \J5J\5jj\j i 0 \jj „ 1U ^ j_ jtfjJbMj 15}OJ4& 


2244. Sayyiduna Salman narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Surely, your Lord is modest, generous. He is ashamed to turn away empty the 
hands of his slave when he raises them." 3 


WIPE HANDS ON FACE 

(JLa. jl glciJl (J 4jJ^ f&J $l3l 4JJI -)£ Jll (j£j (YYL0) 


(^■lajUl o\jj) ?t24>j 

2245. Sayyiduna Umar ^ in narrated that when Allah's Messenger (►i-.j-uipifo 
raised his hands while making supplication, he did not lower them till he had 
wiped his face with them. 4 

COMMENTARY: These ahadith (traditions) say that it is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (ju^As^L*) to raise hands when making prayer and to wipe the face with them 
after having made it. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1486 

2 Abu Dawud # 1485 

3 Abu Dawud # 1488, Tirmidhi # 3627 

4 Tirmidhi # 3446 
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THE PROPHET PREFERRED COMPREHENSIVE PRAYERS 


f-UjUl IjsLI 4- ^ JjLiJ aile 4lll dill JjJij dJll (TYH) 


(jJ I t o I j j) -'-LU.j cS^~>U 

2246. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ j -a* -it ^ liked 

supplications that were comprehensive and he left out those besides them. 1 
COMMENTARY: A comprehensive prayer is brief but all-embracing. It covers most of the 
needs of both the worlds, like: 


^l!)l o I j£ (2j 5liS. ji tin. tsis 14 1*3 ( 13 . ij 


(Our Lord, grant us what is good in this world and what is good in the hereafter, 
and preserve us from the punishment in the Fire.) 


(O Allah, I ask You for forgiveness and security in religion, in the world and in the 

hereafter.) 

There are other such comprehensive supplications mentioned in the ahadith (traditions). 
The Prophet Muhammad ( *L> J 4 9 i*ai ju> left out other kinds of supplications. This does not 
mean that he never made them. Rather, once in a while, he made supplication for special 
occasions too. 


PRAYER FOR THE ABSENT 



(jJljftjl J Ijl oljj) —iw»4l»J,S_4lc’ 

2247. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

<d-j said, "The supplication that receives the quickest response is one made by an 

out of sight person for another." 2 

COMMENTARY: Prayers for another person who is not there are sincere and, therefore, get 
a rapid response. 

REQUEST THE GOOD PEOPLE FOR THEIR PRAYERS 


j i\SJ —IpjJI q ^ • j l Vj q 1-j 


2248. Sayyiduna Uman ibn al-Khattab -up narrated that he sought the Prophet 
Muhammad's u* it permission to perform umrah. He gave him permission 
and said, "O brother, include us in your prayers. Do not forget us!" Then he said to 
him something about which Umar ** ^ said. "I would not agree to take in 


1 Abu Dawud # 1482 

2 Adu Dawud # 1535, Tirmidhi # 1980 
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exchange of it the world." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad's ^A^k jl* words for which Umar was 
unwilling to accept the world in exchange could be his request to pray for him, or 
something else not mentioned in the hadith (tradition). The Prophet Muhammad s 

request to him to pray for him not only demonstrates his need for it and his servitude to 
Allah, but also encourages the members of his ummah (his followers) to get Allah's pious 
slaves pray for them even if they are of a rank lower than themselves. This also teaches 
people to include others in their prayer particularly when made at sacred places where 
prayers are likely to be granted. 

In this way, the Prophet Muhammad also pointed out the greatness of Umar 

-up ibn al-Khattab and his merit. 


THE FORTUNATE ONES WHOSE PRAYERS ARE NOT REJECTED 

jJA 6k* y vliui jLjf&h j jj,j jtf &:jJ> J b * (m<0 


(<j^ «b-0 -i^jk* ^£Aj>^V 

2249. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The supplication of three people is not turned down: 

(i) One who is fasting when he has iftar (on completing his fast). 

(ii) The just ruler (who dispenses justice). 

(iii) The prayer of the oppressed. Allah raises his supplication above the clouds 
and gates of heaven are opened for it. (Allah) the Lord says, 'By My Might, I shall 
help you certainly, though it might be after some time/" 2 

COMMENTARY: It is a figurative speech, that the prayer of the oppressed is raised above 
the clouds and doors of heaven are opened for it, to imply that his prayer is granted soon. 


UA JjiV obliiii c. 


t s, & , i 61 

. * .M » /I ' < 


(<C^La J jA Li/il 8*^-3,1^31 

2250. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah A^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL-jUpinjLo 
said, "There is no doubt that three supplications are granted: the prayer of the 
father, the prayer of the traveller and the prayer of the oppressed." 3 
COMMENTARY: A father's prayer whether for or against his children gets a quick 
response. This means that a mother's prayer would get a quicker answer, though the 
hadith (tradition) does not name her. She is more kind to her children than their father. 
There can be two possibilities of a traveller's prayer, (i) His prayer for one who has been 
kind and benevolent to him and against one who has been unkind and difficult to him is 
also granted, or, (ii) his prayer is always answered no matter for whom he prays. 

The prayer of the oppressed against the oppressor and his henchmen is accepted. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1498, Tirmidhi # 3633, Ibn Majah # 6894 

2 Tirmidhi # 3598, 

3 Abu Dawud # 1536, Tirmidhi # 3509, Ibn Majah # 3862 
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SECTION III 

PRESENT TO ALLAH YOUR LEAST SIGNIFICANT NEED TOO 


jSSs.\ yiJLxl^Lzj 4li54lJ 1 a!} I (Jtl (Jll j! (YYoY—YYo^ ) 

oljj)^aAj 1 ?clJl 4JLij ^ Liil £| 51 j 11 


2251. Sayyiduna Anas ** <3# ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL-j *J* -ai ju said, 
"Everyone of you must pray to his Lord for all his needs so much so that he should 
ask for the thong of his sandal when it snaps." 1 

2252 Sayyiduna Thabit al-Bunani narrated in a Mursal form another version 

with the addition: "Asking Him even for salt, and asking Him even for his thong 
when it snaps." 2 

COMMENTARY: A supplicant must ask for everything he needs, even the very little 
things. He is not prevented in any way from asking Allah who is very Kind to His 
creatures. They must rely on Him alone for all their needs. 

Abu Ali Daqaq said that it is a sign of Divine awareness that a person submits all his needs 
to Allah, very large or very infinitesimal. He cites a very good example of Sayyiduna Musa 
f'A-jiu*. On the one hand, he prayed to Allah for His vision: 


cl>J 

(O My Lord! Show me Yourself that I may see You} 

On the other hand, when he was in need of provision, he prayed. 


jLL t>5 f},\ o^Jpl U) Cpj 

{My Lord, whatever You have sent down to me of good (provision), I am in need of it} 
HOW HIGH MAY HANDS BE RAISED 

2253. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger ju» used to 

raise his hands when making supplication so that the whiteness under his armpits 
was visible. 



2254. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa'd narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 4 = 1 p-5h ( ^L» 

(JL,j used to level the tips of the fingers of both hands with his shoulders and make 
supplication. 3 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad u* ju used to raise his hands in 
supplication as mentioned in the foregoing hadith (tradition) (# 2254). As for the raising 
till the whiteness was seen under his armpits that happened when he was immersed 
deeply in supplication like when praying for rain or at times of severe distress. 


1 Tirmidhi # 3682 

2 Tirmidhi # 363 

3 These three ahadith (traditions) are from Bayhaqi, Kitab Da'awat Kabir. 
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fc* Mji 155 lil dll 5^31 sjjf (TX '°> 

_JLj3l oljilh4^5^131 i^U/V I csjj J 


2255. Sayyiduna As-Sa'ib ibn Yazid ^-u^j narrated from his father that when the 
Prophet Muhammad ,*1-^*4*^!^ made supplication and raised his hands, he wiped 


his face with them. 1 

COMMENTARY: Allamah Teebi ai***-j said that this hadith (tradition) explains that the 
Prophet wiped his face with his hands then he did not wipe his face with them and this 
was his practice while offering salah (prayer), making tawaf, going to sleep, having his 
meals and such other times. 


MANNERS OF SUPPLICATION 


c£A iSXjSj ?<£ ^ ? j l ijLLsIl (JU 0^ 4-0 J-5^: C^J 

(Jts JlSs ^ • j l Vlj BJ^\J ^ • j l jl fl w . Z .-Vlj 

(J>JIJ1 oIjJ)<4 aj Lo*o i j ^J g 4 jJ o JJ 14.Sbb 


2256. Sayyiduna Ikrimah <u*-reported that Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas a* i»i said, 
"The (manners of) making supplication is to raise your hands in line with your 
shoulders or near them. The seeking of forgiveness is to point with one finger. 
And, the making of an imploring supplication is that you stretch out both hands." 
According to a version: he said, "A very humble, imploring supplication is made 
like this," and he raised both his hands putting their back near his face. 2 
COMMENTARY: He pointed with one finger means the forefinger. It is to blame the nafs 
amarah (the baser self) and the devil, and to seek refuge from them. 

As for pointing with one finger, it is makruh(unbecoming) to point with two fingers. When 
the Prophet Muhammad saw a man point with two fingers, he corrected him, 

saying, "Point with one finger. Point with one one finger." 

When making an imploring supplication, Ibn Abbas demonstrated with hands 

raised high enough for the whiteness under the armpits of the hands to be seen. 


IT IS BID'AH TO RAISE HANDS FOR EVERY SUPPLICATION 

jAzj aSS£ £i}\ (Jj-ij 51 jlo li-Ju J.SJJdl j.Sl»9j L \jig AjT l^i-Ljjl Qf-j (TYOV) 


2257. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said, "Surely, your raising hands (very high) is an 

innovation. Allah's Messenger *4* in did not raise them higher than this," 
meaning, only up to his chest. 3 

COMMENTARY: He called it a bid'ah because those people had begun to raise hands very 
high without making distinction between different situations. On some occasions, it is 


1 These three ahadith (traditions) are from Bayhaqi, Kitab Da'awat Kabir. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1489 

3 Musnad Ahmad 2-61 
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proper to raise them up to the shoulders and on some, higher than that, but generally upto 
the chest only. The Prophet Muhammad made these distinctions, but the people 

had abandoned that and always raised hands higher than shoulders. This is why 
Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j corrected them. 


PRAY FOR YOURSELF BEFORE YOU PRAY FOR OTHERS 



lii. jlsj UJJ 


2258. Sayyiduna Ubayy ibn Ka'b a *^^ : rarrated that when Allah's Messenger & 
mentioned someone and prayed for him, he began with himself. 1 
COMMENTARY: Thus if anyone decided to pray for another person, he must first pray for 
himself and then for the other. 


(O Allah, forgive me and so-and-so) 


1 jJ&S\ 


SUPPLICATION GETS ONE OF THREE THINGS 


fjiJojiii j^Li & U jll .A-j & dll «^JI ^L>t <£)iil 

a Uj^-15 Ulj taps 4J j Ld U, & I«Uaf Vl^J AidJ Vj^il Igj 

(ju>i .1diji il tijj sjiVi 4 


2259. Sayyiduna Abu Saeed Khudri narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

jd-jA-kiii said, "If a Muslim makes a supplication which does not ask for anything 
sinful, or breaking of ties of relationship, then Allah gives him one of three things. 
He may give him a prompt answer to his prayer. Or, He may defer it for him for the 
next world. He may remove from him evil of like amount (of his prayer)." 

The Sahabah (Prophet's companions) said, "Then, we shall make many 

supplications." He said, "Allah grants more" (Or, "His bounties are more.") 2 
COMMENTARY: Allah gives to you on your asking. But what He gives you without your 
asking is much more than that which He gives on your asking. 


FIVE SUPPLICATIONS ARE NEVER REJECTED 

oljio (Jl! dill (J-« £jJI cAs ) 

£i\ ijtSJ Js. sjZSJjJ&Jz. j sj?lil 

4 IIJj ijlo A5U.J ol^lil ojj* £j4j jll ji ^4^31 

2260. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas a^s^ narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (JL.jaJa.&i^ 


1 Tirmidhi # 3396, Abu Dawud # 3984,, Ibn Majah # 3852 

2 Musnad Ahmad 3-18 
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said, "Five supplications do get an answer (meaning, are granted). 

(i) Prayer of the oppressed till he gets help. 

(ii) Prayer of the pilgrim who performs haij till he returns (home). 

(iii) Prayer of the warrior (in jihad) till he finishes (Or, it is a prayer of a student 
and a doer of deeds till he finishes.) 

(iv) Prayer of the sick person till he recovers (or dies). 

(v) Prayer of one for a distant brother." 

Then, he said, "The quickest response to these prayers is to the prayer of one for a 
distant brother (who is not before him)." 1 

CHAPTER - II 

REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH, MIGHTY AND <&} jlo Alii / W? 

GLORIOUS, AND DRAWING NEAR TO ALLAH " ^ ‘ 

This could also mean drawing near to Allah through dhikr (hallowing of Allah) or 
remembrance of Allah. And, it could also mean drawing near to Him through 
supererogatory effort. 

Kinds of dhikr (hallowing of Allah): Allah's remembrance can be made with the heart 

and it can be made with the tongue also. The best way is to make it with both heart and 
tongue, but if it is to be done with one of these, then it is better to do it with the heart. 
There are also two kinds of dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart. 

One of these is to ponder and be lost in reflecting over Allah's Greatness, the jabarut 
(Allah's majesty) and malakut (the Divine Kingdom, angelic world, spiritual world and the 
mystic world) and in the signs of Allah's omnipotence visible in the earth and the heavens. 
This kind of dhikr (hallowing of Allah), or remembrance of Allah, is called dhikr KJtafi (soft 
rememberance). 

According to a hadith (tradition), the dhikr (hallowing of Allah) khafi (or soft 
remembrance) is seventy times better if it is not heard even by those angels who record 
deeds of men. On the day of resurrection, Allah will assemble the creatures for-reckoning 
and these angels will submit the records of deeds as put down by them. Allah will ask 
them about certain of His creatures, "Is something of their deeds missing from these 
records?" They will submit that they have recorded everything seen or heard by them. On 
that, Allah will say to His salve, "I have with Me, a piety of yours of which no one else 
knows. It is dhikr (hallowing of Allah) khafi and I shall reward you for it." 

The second kind of dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart is to remember Allah at the 
time of discharging the commands of Allah whether they are of a positive nature (to do) or 
of a prohibitive kind (not to do). 

Of the two kinds of dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart, the first kind is better and superior. 
Some jurists, however, hold that 'dhikr (hallowing of Allah)' is applied only to making 
dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah with the tongue. The preferred opinion is that its 
lowest degree is: 'he (who makes dhikr (hallowing of Allah)) hears it himself; his tongue 
making dhikr (hallowing of Allah) at least that any dhikr (hallowing of Allah) less loud 
than this is not reliable. They also contend that dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart is 
merely of the type of knowledge and imagination at heart, but it cannot be called dhikr 


1 Bayhaqi in ad-Duawat al-Kabir. 
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(hallowing of Allah). Only that is dhikr (hallowing of Allah) which is made with the 
tongue. We do not know what the aim of these jurists is. If they mean that literally dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) cannot be applied to the doings of the heart then it contradicts the 
(literary books and) dictionaries. The sihah (six authentic books) and the Qamus say that 
dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is the opposite of forgetfulness. Clearly, this is an action of the 
heart.. Just as forgetfulness is concerned with the heart, so too its opposite dhikr (hallowing 
of Allah) (remembering) is also from the heart. Of course, what is spoken by the tongue is 
also dhikr (hallowing of Allah). 

The gist of it is that the word dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is common to both: the act of the 
heart and the act of the tongue. Just as the former is called dhikr (hallowing of Allah) so 
too the latter is called dhikr (hallowing of Allah). Hence, just as dhikr (hallowing of Allah) 
with the tongue is reliable, so too dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart is reliable, and, 
in fact, dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart is better. 

The mashaikh of the Sufis (leaders of mystries aiu^j) also say that dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah) is of two kinds: with the heart and with the tongue. The effect or influence of the 
former is much more, stronger and better than the latter. 

As for the jurists who have undermined dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart, perhaps 
they refer to those moments for which Shari'ah (Islamic law) (Islamic law) prescribes dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) with the tongue, like the tasbihs (specific hallowing/ glorifying), 
recitation of Quran, salah (prayer), the devotional exercises after salah (prayer), etc. when 
dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart is not enough, but dhikr (hallowing of Allah) 
with the tongue is necessary. These jurists certainly do not mean that dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah) with the heart does not fetch reward in the hereafter. 


SECTION I 

MERIT OF THOSE WHO MAKE DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) 


ajji vXJjL&a J.!j» -UiiV >Ly s&iili Ja 5JJI j j-y JlSVtS ^ W") 

| 


2261. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^ii^/and Sayyiduna Abu S'eed narrated 

that Allah's Messenger said, "Whenever some people sit together and remember 
Allah, the angels surround them, mercy envelopes them, sakinah (peace) descends 
on them and Allah mentions them among those (angels and souls of the Prophets) 
who are with Him." 1 

COMMENTARY: Sakinah (peace) is peace of heart, solace, and calmness of mind. It drives 
out of the heart the pleasures of the world and of everything other than Allah. It brings 
one into the fold of the Being of Allah and presence before Him. The descent of sakinah 
(peace) is established by this verse too: 


/LVI 


{Behold, in the remembrance of Allah hearts do find satisfaction}(13:28) 

J25 ^ (Jo <c£-j (YY*\Y) 


1 Muslim # 39-2700 
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(Jl! ^JJI (Jj-ij b j Uj IjJU ^<j gi(J~> Ijjj-- (JIa9 

CpIwooI jj)oijCiliij 


2262. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that once Allah's Messenger 

,*L.j was along his way to Makkah. He came by a mountain called Jumdan. He said, 
"Walk ahead! This is Jumdan. The mufarridun have overtaken." The sahabah 
asked, "And what is the mufarridun, O Messenger of Allah? He said, "The men 
and women who remember Allah much." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad described the mufarridun (real 

solitude) is to be alone to remember Allah. While they were very near Makkah, some of the 
Sahabah overtook the others to be home earlier. The Prophet Muhammad 

(j-j said, "The (real) mufarridun are who remember Allah when they are alone." 

Ibn Abbas -upin^*, said that remembering Allah after salah (prayer), morning and evening, 
with every movement, etc qualities one among 'those who remember Allah much/ 

PARABLE OF THOSE WHO MAKE DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) AND WHO 

DO NOT 




(4.1c ^ I 

2263. sayyiduna Abu Musa narrated that Allah's Messenger ia^U said, 

"the example of him who remembers Allah and of him who does not remember 
Allah is that of the living and the dead." 

COMMENTARY: Remembering Allah is the life of the heart of one who remembers Allah. 
But not remembering Him is its death. The living person makes use of his life, so does he 
who remembers Allah make use of his dhikr (hallowing of Allah). Once a person is dead, 
he cannot derive anything of his state, so too one who neglects remembrance of Allah, 
cannot benefit from his illness. 


MEANS OF NEARNESS TO ALLAH 


O .j+z && 14 01JUS djl Sjk A ij jjls iiH *1)1 jj-Sj jIS J6 cJ-i ( rru ) 




2264. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah <upii^ ; narrated that Allah's Messenger ( ju,4 s lp.u!i e JL» 
said that Allah, the Exalted, says, "I am as My slave perceives Me. I am wHa him 
when he remembers Me, so if he remembers Me to himself, I remember him to 
Myself and if he remembers Me in an assembly, I remember him m an assembly 
that is better than they." 2 

COMMENTARY: Allah is as His slave perceives Him. It means that He is for him just as he 


1 Muslim # 4-1676 

2 Bukhari # 7405, Muslim # 2-2675 
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thinks of Him and treats him exactly as he expects of Him. If he expects Him to forgive 
him, Allah forgives him but if he thinks that he will punish him then Allah punishes him. 

In other words, this hadith (tradition) urges one to have higher hope of Allah's mercy and 
kindness than fear of His punishment. One must have a favourable idea of Him that He 
would favour one with His unlimited forgiveness and mercy. 

According to a hadith (tradition), Allah will have a man sent to hell. At the brink of it, he 
will submit, "My Lord, I had expected a good treatment from You." Allah will command, 
"Bring him back. I am near the perception and expectation should be backed by deeds and 
then one must expect forgiveness. Great expectations without deeds are of no use. 

"When he remembers Me, I am near him." This means that when he is occupies in 
remembering Me, I give him ability to be more pious and to do more good. I have mercy 
on him and I help and protect him. 

A LITTLE THOUGHT OF ALLAH BRINGS MORE FAVOUR OF ALLAH 

SJJI All! aJJt (Y^io) 


V yfejVl U*J <J~*.I ^ tclji JjU 

G»L-«o 0 1 j j )SJ-j** tyr-*} 

^ ^ > * 

2265 Sayyiduna Abu Dharr j narrated that Allah's Messenger JLe« said 

that Allah says, "He who does a good deed will have reward of ten such deeds and I 
shall add to that. But, he who does an evil deed, the return for it is the like of it, or I 
forgive him. I get nearer to him by a cubit. He who draws near to Me by a cubit, I 
get nearer to him by two cubits. He who comes to Me walking, I go to him running. 
He who meets Me with sins amounting to the size of the earth not having 
associated anything with Me, I meet him with forgiveness matching that amount." 1 * 
COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) shows how very Merciful Allah is. The hadith 
(tradition) emphasizes that even a slight attention to Allah by a slave of His draws towards 
him abounding mercy. 

ADVANTAGE OF DRAWING NEAR i O ALLAH 

til (J!Jd vJjj $&£ l»5 tii r-<£i cii *cjjl 

J o Jkj j <U J «U Ijls (J-l^ 

LjT oijjd Uj i cX Lc-V sjjjJ 1$j jjdl41*.^ 

oIjj)^JLa <tJjd Vj <CjLw 5 I lii j d> oj-^£ J^lI 

2266. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUpit JL> 


1 Bukhari * 7405, Muslim # 22-2687, Trimidhi # 2395, 3614, Ibn Majah # 3821/2, Musnad Ahmad 5- 
169. 
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said that Allah the Exalted says, "If anyone antagonizes a wali (friend) of Mine, I 
declare war against him. No one draws near to Me with anything dearer to Me than 
that which I have prescribed for him. And, My slave does not cease to draw near to 
Me with the supererogatory till I love him. When I love him, I become his hearing 
with which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hand with which he grasps 
and his foot with which he walks. If he prays to Me, I shall certainly grant it to him 
and if he seeks refuge in Me, I shall certainly give him refuge. And, I do not 
hesitate about anything I do as I hesitate to take the soul of a believer who hates 
death, for, I do not like to make him soul but there is no way out of it. 1 
COMMENTARY: Another meaning instead of T declare war against him' is 'he is at war 
against Me and this I declare.' He wages war against Me. The scholars say that there is no 
sin of which Allah has declared war against the perpetrator as this one which is to hurt a dear 
slave friend of Allah and against one who devours interest. Allah has said about the latter: 

\jj jil 

{If you do not desist then listen to the declaration of war from Allah and His 

Messenger.}(2:279) 

Both these are grave sins worth condemnation. Both spell utter ruin in this world and the 
next. The fate of one who fights Allah is very clear. 

Whoever abides by what Allah has prescribed becomes Allah's dear slave. The ulama 
(Scholars) explain the relative portion of the hadith (tradition) that Allah makes his limbs a 
means of earning His pleasure. Or, Allah causes His love to dominate this slave so that he 
abides by Allah's commands and does what pleases Him and abstains from that which 
displeases Allah. 

As for death, it is inescapable. However, Allah makes it easy for him and causes him to be 
pleased with death. Certain blessings can accrue only after death. 

As for hesitancy on the part of Allah, the word in Arabic is ( 0^3 - I hesitate) which implies 
'a decision between two things of which one doubts which is better.' Clearly, this meaning 
of the word cannot apply to Allah. So, He means that while He enforces His decisions 
promptly, in this case He delays a little to incline the believer's heart towards death. 


ANGELS SEARCH FOR THOSE WHO MAKE DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) 

1 J s < i rfdcill 1 <J-£> Jli (Jl! llAj ( Y ^ V ) 

Jb J\ 5111 ^<_jj Uj! 1 jii.j I j 

M s*J j4j j 4i tstf idih *uui jj 

Mj v aJ\j ji Ssk* & ^yjSAs 

i%s cjJ iilj h\& j±\ ^Jji jp jj {jj5 J4jpd jil dJjuu 

Pjh* ^Jl j <J-*i Jjij jJLijjJ ll U.9 Jll 


1 Bukhari # 6502 
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IdJS U) jl\j l*& lit Ijitf UjhjilJ <L)Jsk jl* Uj IjU ci>jb 4 jij V 

b 4L y ^ ij 4 jll uJ i.j J43 jj* jll 1 6 a jijii jll ^ji J-J jll l£j 
(4I IJLiiJ ljlj. 9 14I5 -lit 1 ji& IaJ Ij jjJjjaj jll Isjtj^—a^Sls Jjib jll LiSJ 1 jU oj 
*li U'ljjfcliU ^ ? J^Ls J^rh (S’? ‘■i-112 Jjjs 5 Jll^41 Cj il JtJL^iU JjjLs Jll 

blli 4; ^L>\ jll c|i <^£4Ji sijj J.4/4U. Jia ^ f \AL\ ji, jll -uul 

L omj J^aij i-OAj jt&ih jJLiS l^^^ IjiLiJ bU ,^£jJ! (_r4.tiuS ^ < j JLW£o ^L«afl 

l&j ill J4I4I jll *UiJ! ji l ji^j 1jX>l jljls till Idlil *UUl jfcj ij^ui 

wLljj>4**4 u£J*^ j ■^p O'S bla. ^ < jjJjj£9 JjI 

oj t?l V1 jJ ll jjJiiJlJ J^J jll l£ 1 £ 3 la. t£JUjJlia Il! JJJLia 1 iUj jls t£l 5 _J 
1^-?IjJIJ J-&J jll v£j^lj J* 1^5 ll l£a$ jll i££jj&£J 6 j 1 ll ’gXA 1 JIJ Jj jll 

j^LiU J>$ ojic. jJ Jjiis jll Ill (jS^lj Jl jjJ oai^ls jllV ijJ ll 

AlJ J _^9 Jll jL&i* J* uu IUn>..l;C- ^.f jMi ^p-fc| »4 jj ^ 5 j jJjia jb IjJliJLil ti.5 JjS 


2267. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah *i*& lS *j narrated that Allah's Messenger 


said that surely Allah has angels who go around the paths looking out for those 
who engage in the remembrance of Allah. When they find some people 
remembering Allah, they call each other, "Come! Here is what you look for." They 
surround them with their wings up to the lowest heaven. Their Lord asks them, 
although He knows better about them, "what do My salves say?" They say, "They 
glorify You, extol you, praise You and magnify You." He asks, "Have they seen 
Me?" Th,ey say, "No, by Allah,(l) meaning, 'certainly' for they are speaking to 
Allah Himself. They have not seen You." He asks, "How would they behave if 
they had seen Me?" They say, "If they had seen You, they would have been more 
keen in worshipping You, in magnifying You and in glorifying You." He asks, 
"What do they pray for?" They say. "They ask You for paradise." He asks "Have 
they seen it?" They say by Him that they have not seen it. He asks how it would 
have been if they had seen it. They submit that in that case they would have craved 
for it more and prayed for it more devotedly and would have had a greater longing 
for it. He asks, "From what do they seek refuge?" They say, "From hell!" He asks 
whether they have seen it. They say. "Certainly, our Lord, they have not seen it." 
He asks how »*• would be if they saw it and they submit that in that case they would 
have run away from it and feared it more severely. So, Allah says, "I make you 
witnesses that I have forgiven them." One of those angels submits, "There is 
among them so-and-so who does not belong to them having come there only foi a 
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need." Allah says, "They are such people sitting together that anyone who sits with 
them will not be downcast." 

The version in Muslim is: 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *L>jUe.ii cf L<> said 

that Allah has angels who travel round extensively to seek assemblies where dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) of Allah is made. When they locate one where dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) is being made, they sit among them and surround each other 
with their wings such that the space between them and the lowest heaven is 
occupied. When the people disperse, the angels ascend to the heaven and Allah, 
though He knows best, asks them where they had been. They say, "We come from 
Your slaves on earth who were glorifying You, extolling You, declaring Your unity, 
praising You and praying to You." He asks, "What do they pray to me for?" They 
say, "They ask You for Your paradise." He asks, "Have they seen it?" They 
submit, "No, our Lord!" He asks, "How they would behave if they had seen it?" 
They submit, "they also seek refuge in You." He asks, "From what do they seek 
refuge?" They say. From hell. He asks "Have they seen it?" they say. No Our Lord, 
He asks "How would they behave if they had seen it?" The angels submit, "They 
also ask for Your forgiveness" He says, "I have forgiven them, granted them their 
prayer and given them refuge from what they seek refuge." They submit, "O our 
Lord, among them is a sinner who happened to pass by them and sat down with 
them." He says, "I have forgiven him too. They are such people that anyone 
associating with them will not be downcast." 1 
COMMENTARY: Allah is the All-Knowing. He asks the angels about the different things 
only to remind them that they had asked Him why He had created Aadam for, his 

children would make mischief on earth. These very children of Sayyiduna Aadam 
were engaged in dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah. 

The version in Muslim does not have the answer to Allah's question, "What if they had 
seen paradise?" (and, hell?) This is because the question is itself enough as an answer. 

The hadith (tradition) concludes with an encouragement to the ummah (people/followers) 
to keep company of those who make dhikr (hallowing of Allah). This ensures prosperity 
and success. A pious man had said, "Keep company of Allah but if you cannot do that then 
keep company of those who keep Allah's company by making dhikr (hallowing of Allah)." 
A time for everything 


A 1 laiA * ■ £ Jl 3 AliaJDx b j! v-iiS”(JLfi (j£JwiVl 0$ 0 s "J 

A31 JjJJ vijJ Jji5U 4JJI <JlI 

oudlij sVjVl j rljjVi inllc jhj At &)l J* *bi JjJij jie & I# c# 

(Jj-i J Lit U IjUb 

b oji cJlj Uj jXzj ?sl£ J jjjj <J(J <L)I b ijJala. (Jsli JLiis 

TfljjVl ILiaU S+k 1lill J* ill\J jcl b bjHJ<d)l jjJiJ 


1 Bukhari # 6408, Muslim # 25-2689, Musnad Ahmad 2-382. 
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• j jU jJ jJ I j ^ 5 (Jj-ij (Jlia 

4J-L^i. l ia lv b 0-5*5J 4.^451^1 J.££»*9L&1(j J t gjife ^ • jjJj.SoU 

(^pi—C j 5 Lj Af-LiJ 


2268. Sayyiduna Hanzalah ibn Ar Rabi al Usaydi ** in narrated that Sayyiduna 
Abu Bakr met him and asked him, "How do you do, O Hanzalah?" He said, 

"Hanzalah has become a hypocrite!" He said, "Subhan Allah, what do you say?" 
He said, "While we are with Allah's Messenger^jUpiiju, he tells us about hell and 
paradise as though we see them. But, as we go out from him and get occupied with 
our wives, children and properties, we forget much." Abu Bakr agreed that 

he too went through the same thing. Then, they went to meet Allah's Messenger JL? 
^jUpin and Hanzalah said, "Hanzalah has turned into a hypocrite, O 

Messenger of Allah." He asked, "What does that mean?" He said, "we be with you 
and you speak to us of hell and paradise and make us almost see them, but when 
we go out and depart from you, we get busy with our wives, children and properties 
and we forget much." Allah's Messenger said, "By Him Who has my soul in His 
hand, if you persisted in the same condition as you are with me and in 
remembering Allah, then the angels would shake hand with you whether you lie 
down or walk about. But, O Hanzalah, there is an hour and an hour!" saying this 
(last) three times. 

COMMENTARY: The angels do shake hands of those who make dhikr (hallowing of Allah) 
without being seen, but here it is shaking hands in public view if that situation arises. 

'Lying down and walking about' implies when you are unoccupied and when you are 
occupied. It is all the time whatever you do. 

'There is an hour and an hour/ This means that there is a time for every little thing and it 
is not constant always. So do not think of yourself as a hypocrite, for, nights have to be 
given to everyone. 


SECTION-II 

MERIT OF DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) 

I jiV? s . »j l 0*5 ^- 5^1 <4Lis) jSl Li 

0 * 0 * 


I J 4ilj U VjUU 


2269. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda narrated that Allah's Messenger 

asked the sahabah (Prophet's companions) "Shall I not tell you of a deed 

that is the best and purest of your deeds in the sight of your king, which raises your 
ranks highest, which is better for you than spending gold and silver, and which is 
better for you than that you encounter your enemy and that you should cut off each 
other's necks?" They said, "Of course, tell us!" He said, "It is dhikr (hallowing of 
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Allah) (remembrance) of Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: Perhaps this hadith (tradition) refers to dhikr (hallowing of Allah) both 
by the tongue and by the heart. It tells us too that dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is better than 
sadaqah (charity), jihad (crusade) and other deeds. 


THE BEST DEED 

. 1 . ( 


jufiJSi &f JUB jLj jll (YW * } 

djJbii b ! l)l jJlt jilt jjjy b sj-U- jUi 


^ oljj) — dXl I ^J 

2270. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Busr ^ narrated that a villager came to the 
Prophet Muhammad r JL.jU*<3ii cs U and asked, "Which of the people is best?" He said, 
"Blessedness is for him whose life is long and deeds are good." The man asked, "O 
Messenger of Allah, which deed is best?" He said, "That you should part from the 
world while your tongue is moist with remembrance of Allah." 2 


COMMENTARY: The tongue is said to be moist when it is engaged in dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah) till death overtakes one. The hadith (tradition) covers both dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah) jail (audible, with the tongue) and dhikr (hallowing of Allah) Khafi (quiet). Both can 
be made with the tongue. It can also refer to dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with the heart. If it 
is with both, the heart and tongue, then it is best. 


GARDENS OF PARADISE 



2271. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger *Ji-j U* 4 ii said, 

"when you pass by the gardens of paradise, eat(its) fruits." The sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) asked, "What are the gardens of paradise?" He said, "The 

circles where Allah is mentioned." 3 
(His dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is made). 

COMMENTARY: It means that if you come upon a group of people making dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) then join them. 

Nawawi said that just as it is mustahab (desirable) to make dhikr (hallowing of Allah), 
so, too, it is mustahab (desirable) to sit with those who make dhikr (hallowing of Allah). 

Dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is made with both tongue and heart, or with one of them, A 
man said to his shaykh (Great religious Scholar), "I remember Allah with my tongue but 
my heart is negligent." He said, "Be grateful to Allah and remember Him. He has kept one 
of your limbs occupied in His remembrance." 


1 Tirmidhi # 3388, Ibn Majah # 3790, Muwatla Maalik #, Musnad Ahmad # 6-447 

2 Tirmidhi #, Musnad Ahmad # 5-43, Darimi # 2748. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3521, Musnad Ahmad # 3-65 
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REFRAINING FROM DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) WILL CAUSE REGRET 


jj ilii^ lil chS & ill J-& iii jl jd <Sfj (Y YVY) 


4JJ! jXju V U»>v^s 

2272. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (A-jaJI^iJLo 


said, "He who sits some where (or in an assembly) and does not remember Allah 
there, that will be for him a matter of regret from Allah. And, he who lies down on 
his bed and does not make dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah there, that will be 
for him a matter of regret from Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: Whatever time is spent without making dhikr (hallowing of Allah) will 
be a course of regret on the day of resurrection. 


MEETINGS WHERE ALLAH IS NOT REMEMBERED 


^ < J q V ^ • J JLijlj I lL)l 4JJI Jll iie-J O’WT) 

0 ■ ^ ^ fy ^ 


2273. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger r JL.jAj*^i cs u 

said, "If any people disperse from an assembly where they did not remember Allah 
then it is as though they arose from the corpse of an ass. That will be a cause of 
regret for them." 2 


I 0 L? \U jj Sj4 ic ^ • J^6 Vj,^^j 


2274. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated 1 that Allah's Messenger ^ja said, "If 
people sit in an assembly without remembering Allah and invoking blessings on 
their Prophet, then that assembly will be for them a means of regret. If Allah will. 
He may punish them, or if He wills. He may forgive them." 3 
COMMENTARY: This means that if they make remembrance of Allah, then He will forgive 
them definitely. 


BENEFICIAL SPEECH 


Jif ViiJ J!5f $>Lj Jjisiill J* sJJl SjM jll cJls 6 (Tm) 



Jlsj ^LiL. j 3ljj — 1 I .31 


2275. Sayyidah Umm Habibah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL^Up-ia^Lp 

said, "Every speech of the son of Aadam is against him, not for him, except 
enjoining the reputable and forbidding evil, and remembrance of Allah." 4 
COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) interpret this hadith (tradition) to refer to every 
kind of saying disliked by Shari'ah (Islamic law). Clearly, only that speech will be 


1 Abu Dawud # 4856 

2 Abu Dawud # 4855, Musnad Ahmad # 2-389 

3 Tirmidhi # 3440, Munad Ahmad # 2-453 

4 Tirmidhi # 2420, Ibn Majah # 3974 
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beneficial in the hereafter that is only for religion. Permissible speech is not disputed. 
Enjoining the reputable, forbidding the disreputed and dhikr (hallowing of Allah) and 
other words similar to these are the only words beneficial to the son of Aadanv%-»*>. 

TOO MUCH CONVERSATION WITHOUT DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) IS 

CAUSE OF HARDHEARTEDNESS 


iji 11V ja-sj sin j* aih jjjj jii c />\ (Ym) 


2276. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ said. 

"Do not talk much without making dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah. Indeed, 
excessive talk without dhikr (hallowing of Allah) causes hearts to harden and, 
surely, the farthest of the people from Allah is one with a hard heart." 1 
COMMENTARY: One who talks much, babbles lonely his words. He listens to none and 
thinks only of himself as correct. He does not fear Allah and is neglectful of the hereafter. 


THE BEST ASSET 


sin -glii ** tlf ilaJij c^jji &£i j jil lAj (wv) 

Hilt jJ «ulaJ 1J -Ajj 1 (j JA<oLiv^>l JU9 

(_£Jua ^Jl J JLO&.1 ol 9 ^t^iJlLASq » j L^J.<LLa9l 

2277. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that when (the verse 9:34): 


Aj Vl J 9jV^3ojJJt 9 

{Those who hoard gold and silver} 

was revealed, they were with the Prophet Muhammad jl* on one of his 

journeys. Some of the sahabalu* k said, "It is revealed concerning gold and 
silver. If we knew the property that is best, then we might acquire it." He said, 
"The best property is a tongue that remembers Allah, a grateful heart and a 
believing wife who helps a man with his faith." 2 
COMMENTARY: Though it seems that the sahabah (Prophet's companions) 
asked about the normal worldly wealth of which some kind might be specified for 
them, yet, in reality, they had enquired about something apart from the worldly 
wealth, such that could be helpful in their needs that might arise. So, the Prophet 
Muhammad respected their real request and disclosed the beneficial assets of 

which is no doubt that they are the best. 

The wife's helping her husband with his religion is to assist him in discharging his 
religious obligations. She also makes the atmosphere conducive to make it easy for him to 
engage in worship. She prevents him from indulging in sin and the unlawful. 


1 Tirmidhi # 2411 

2 Ibn Majah # 1856, Musnad Ahmad 5-278, Tirmidhi 
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SECTION III 

ALLAH TAKES PRIDE BEFORE ANGELS IN THOSE WHO MAKE DHIKR 

(HALLOWING OF ALLAH) 


Id J.SJ hs jj Ui jiS ^ liild u Jjf iji (I dJjjVi, j^Al\ u 4jf 


5JjI Jl 3 1 vJjlj Ju Usiifi. JIIjlij *dc1 j-6ail 1 JjJlj 6-5 ^3^4 j 


aj 15 IjLa U oJLiitJ LlHa. 1^3 Is 15£a ^.Sdii.1 ts (Jla9 ^Lali 

jijiiid jJ lit j(l dJiJ Vl lidid U ailf 1Vl u *131' 

* * 9 9 a! tS i ✓ 9 * * 


2278. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that Sayyiduna Muawiyah went 

to a circle in the mosque and asked, "What makes you sit together?" They said, "We 
sit together to remember Allah." He asked them by Allah if nothing but that had 
made them sit together and they confirmed, "By Allah, we do not sit together for 
anything else." He told them that he had not adjured them out of misgivings ab- . 
them and added, "No one of my standing before Allah's Messenger .a* 

fewer ahadith (traditions) from him.than I have. Once, Allah's Messenger 
had went to a circle of his sahabah (Prophet's companions) and had asked 

them what had brought them to sit there together and they had said that they were 
together to remember Allah and to praise Him for leading them to Islam and for 
bestowing favour on them. He had asked them (again), "I adjure you by Allah, has 
nothing else prompted you to sit together? 'They had said, 'By Allah, we have not sat 
together except for that.' He had said, 'I did not adjure by Allah out of suspicion 
about you, but Jibril (gabriel) came to me and informed me that Allah, Mighty and 
Glorious, takes pride in you before the angels." 1 
COMMENTARY: Allah points out to the angels that, in spite of the devil and their desires, 
those people had sat together to mention Him. They were more praiseworthy because the 
angels had not to curb evil tendencies or exert themselves as much. 


DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) EASY BUT MORE REWARDING 

43 XU & 1 H\ £ Ji-i; b ji! Uio 

I jub (Jlsj J o\jJ — jdJI V (Jlfl <jO i—■>“.t“l 



2279. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Busr ** s ^ narrated that a man submitted, "O 
Messenger of Allah, the injunctions of Islam are many for me. Do teach me 
something by which I might abide." He said, "Let your tongue not cease to be fresh 


1 Muslim # 40.2701, Musnad Ahmad 4-92 
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(or moist) with the remembrance of Allah." 1 

4jJl jSs~ 1ijS fa J1J jlx-31 (jfl JiJ. 4131 ^131 J J-ij ^ * j l j4*-s t>t ^ ^ 

J3 (JllaiJ! b Jl|ol_/£l.l3IJ lji~S"2UI ^ < jj (JIsajS 1x231 >»J3 

oljj —1*13 1 ^ « j ls L&$ (^5*^ J -^Lfl-^1 4<lfl~^J ^4/^ 

-4-4-^- £44^ ^ cfe ■isil 

2280. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed Khudri narrated that someone asked Allah's 

Messenger ( *JL-j a-Ip -5j> J~e, // Which worshipper will be most excellent and of highest 
rank in the sight of Allah on the day of resurrection?" He said, "Those men and 
women who remember Allah very often." He was asked, "O Messenger of Allah, 
even above the warriors in Allah's path?" He said, "Even if he swings his sword on 
the disbelievers and polytheists till it breaks and it smeared with blood, the one 
who makes dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah will have a higher rank than he." 2 
COMMENTARY: Not to say anything of one who is wounded in battle, even the warrior 
who is soaked in blood, the person who makes dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah is 
superior than he. 

DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) PRESERVES FROM THE DEVIL 


✓ ✓ i 

lj]j Jpj 


2281. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The devil remains fixed at the heart of the son of Aadam pk~}\ *J*. When he 
remembers Allah, the devil goes away, but when he neglects to remember Allah, 
the devil prompts evil suggestions." 


EXAMPLE OF DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) 

<j J? Ii Sjk M Ji-y J J q2s jlS cAj ffw-iwr) 

^ 4 *^ 4-^^ 4 4JJI j&\jj v_al^. 

4 ^lUI _5 Q (Ji a 4 *l3l |jj ^. > ^31 Ja-ij 4 5 ^>m£3| 


£*»»£■ 1j 43 (jil|U3! 4 43J! Axil <>$ ojjiiw 4131 4 j^ 4 (jilsLiJI 


2282. Sayyiduna Maalik narrated that Allah's Messenger used to 

say, "He who remembers Allah among those who are negligent (about it) is like the 
one who continues to fight after the others have fled. He who remembers Allah 
among those who are negligent is like a green branch on a dry tree." 


1 Tirmidhi # 3386, Ibn Majah # 3792, Musnad Ahmad # 10968 

2 Tirmidhi # 3387, Musnad Ahmad #11820 
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2283. According to another version: "like a green tree among the trees. And, he who 
remembers Allah among those who are negligent is like a lamp in a dark house. He 
who remembers Allah among those who are negligent, Allah will show him his place 
in paradise. He who remembers Allah among those who are negligent will be 
forgiven his sins as many as there are the fasih and the a'jam (dumb)." 1 
Fasih refers to the human beings and a'jam (dumb) to the animals (who possess 
power of speech and who do not). 

DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) DELIVERS FROM PUNISHMENT MOST 



(«L*»La I J I 

2284. Sayyiduna Mu'adh ibn Jabal said, "A person does not perform any deed 

that delivers him from Allah's punishment as much as remembrance of Allah does." 2 
ONE WHO MAKES DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) IS GREATLY FORTUNATE 


I5J Lsyifc f* Of Sjk JUS alii ^ jLj & iil! J* jl» jt» ijijA q\ cAi Of ) 


oljj) 

2285. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Surely, Allah, the Exalted, says 'I am with My salve when he remembers Me 

and his both lips move for Me." 3 


DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) CLEANSES HEART 

. ; jfVa JU4JJI JSUi-l 


o\jj 

2286. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar **4)^ narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

used to say, "There is for everything a polish. For the heart, the polish is 
remembrance of Allah. Nothing delivers from Allah's punishment as does 
remembrance of Allah." Someone asked him, "Is not waging jihad (crusade) in Allah's 
path the same thing?" He said, "No, even if he swings his sword and till it breaks." 


1 Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah # 3790. 

2 Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah # 3790. 

3 Bukhari chapter heading (chapterl, surah al Qiyamah 75) move not your tongue in to make haste 
therewith. 


428 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


BOOK-X 

ASMAALLAH TA'ALA 


THE NAMES OF ALLAH THE EXALTED 

We must know that Allah's names are confined to what has been heard of them from and 
permitted by the shari'ah (Islamic law). Only those names should be called as are known 
from the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad We must not attribute any 

name from ourselves by our reasoning even if they are synonymous with the names taught 
to us by Shri'ah, for instance, we may call Him (fit*)(aalim) but not (jau-) (aaqil), (jawwad) 
(i' s*) but not (sakhi), (J'S) (shafi) but not (s--k)(tabib). 

A person should try his best to grow the attributes of Allah in himself. This is emphasized 
in the next pages while explaining Allah's names, or in other writings bout adopting His 
attributes. We must act on that wholeheartedly, so that our beings become a reflection of 
the Divine. Light and our lives an example of Islamic manners and teachings. 



(O Allah enable us and make it easy for us to get them.) 

A religious mentor is known to have commanded whoever came to him to enlist as his 
disciple to first make ablution and come to him. Then, he recited to him the names of 
Allah, the Exalted, with complete respect and glory in a loud voice. Then, he taught the 
name whose effects he perceived in the fresh disciple hoping that he would adopt it 
quickly. 

SECTION I 

MEMORIZING ALLAH'S NAMES 



9 «UjLl (JJk.5 L&LoiU \Sa\j 

2287. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Surely, Allah has ninety-nine names - one less than one hundred. 
He who preserves them in memory will enter paradise (directly without 
undergoing punishment)." 

According to another version: "And He is (witr) one and loves what is witr (single)." 1 

COMMENTARY: By saying that Allah has ninety-nine names, this hadith (tradition) does 
not mean to fix a number or apply a limit to the names of Allah. He has very many names. 
In the next few pages, we shall read the ninety-nine names and some more, insha Allah (if 
Allah wills). 

The ninety-nine names mentioned here are the ones whose characteristic the hadith 
(tradition) mentions that anyone who memorises them will enter paradise. It is these 
ninety-nine names which have this singlular peculiarity. 



1 Bukhari # 6410, Muslim # 5-2677, Musnad(book) Ahmad #2-267. 
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Ubtiit: The ulama (Scholars) have varying opinions about the word (uuwt) 'preserves them 
in memory'. Bukhari and others have given it this very meaning and, in facts, this opinion 
is ore correct. Some versions have, instead.of (uu^i), the word 'memorises them.' 

Some scholars give them the meaning recited them or believed in them, or understood their 
meaning and conducted himself accordingly. 


HE IS WITR (ODD NUMBERS) & LOVES WITR (ODD NUMBERS): Allah loves deeds 
and petitions that are odd in number. The implication is that of all deeds, Allah loves the 
deed that is based on sincerity and is done merely for Allah, the Exalted, alone. 

SECTION II 

NINETY-NINE NAMES OF ALLAH & THEIR EXPLANATION 


& its], iiij jus *ij & (yyaa) 

J&P 1 dUiptii V! &JJI JXs lilitf 

JL-Ulu^t2ll Jsuh rliail jlpJl jlliJl i^U 3 l JiU.! I JlSil 
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2288. SayyMuna Abu hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L-jUpii 

said, "Allah, the Exalted has ninety-nine names. He who commits them to memory 
will enter paradise:" 

He is Allah beside whom there is no God. Ar-Rehman, Ar-Rahim, Al-Malik, Al- 
Quddus, As-Salaam (greeting), Al-Mumin, Al-Muhaymin, Al-Aziz, Al-Jabbar, Al- 
Mutakabbir, Al-Khaliq, Al-Bari, Al-Musawwir, Al-Ghaffar, Al-Qahhar, Al-Wahhab, 
Ar-Razzaq, Al-Fattah, Al-Alim, Al-Qabid, Al-Basit, Al-Khafid, Al-Rafi, Al-Muiz, Al- 
Muzil, As-Sami, Al-Basir, Al-Hakam, Al-Adl, Al-Latif, Al-Khabir Al-Alim, Al- 
Azim, Al-Ghafur, Ash-Shakur, Al-Aliy, Al-Kabir, Al-Hafiz, Al-Muqit, Ai Hasib, Al- 
Jalil, Al-Karim, Ar-Raqib, Al-Mujib, Al-Wasi, Al-Hakim, Al-Wadud, Al-Majid, Al- 
Baith, Ash-Shahid, Al-Haq, Al-Wakil, Al-Qawiy, Al-Matin, Al-Waliy, Al-Hamid, 
Al-Muhsiy, Al-Mubdiy, Al-Mu'id, Al-Muhyi, Al-Mumit, Al-Hayy, Al-Qayyum, Al- 
Wajid, Al-Maajid, Al-Wahid, A!-Ahad, As-Samad, Al-Qadir, Al-Muqtadir, Al- 
Muqaddim, Al-Muakhkhir, Al-Awwal, Al-Aakhir, Az-Zahir, Al-Batin, Al-Waliy, 
Al-Muta'aliy, Al-Barr, At-Tawwab, Al-Muntaqir, Al-Afu, Ar-Ra'uf, Maalik-ul- 
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Mulk, Dhul Jalal wa al-Ikram, Al-Muqsit, Al-Jami, Al-Ghaniy, Al-Mughniy, Al- 
Mani, Ad-Daar, An-Nafi, An-Noor, Al-Hadi, Al-Badi, Al-Baqi, Al-Warith, Ar- 
Rashid, As-Sabur. 1 

COMMENTARY: The sentence 'He is Allah besides whom there is no God' is a separate 
sentence by itself. It introduces the ninety-nine names that follow. 

This expression has many applications' First: If a hypocrite reads it, but does not confirm 
it at heart, only to show himself as a Muslim, then it may benefit him in this world by 
protecting his life, property and family and the hands of the Muslims, but it will not profit 
him in the hereafter. 

.-Secondly, it may be uttered by the tongue coupled with belief at heart but only as an 
imitation. Opinions differ on its being correct, the strongest of which is that it is correct. 
Thirdly, the oral repetition is matched by a belief at heart that follows observation of 
Divine signs. Most of the ulama (Scholars) say that it is reliable, too. 

Fourthly, the oral declaration is accompanied by a firm conviction which is deduced from 
evidences this, to, is an approved form. 

Fifthly, he who utters this expression is aware of its meaning through the eye of his heart. 
It implies that he has a perfect awareness. This is the highest degree. 

This is the position when this expression is uttered by the tongue. The other possibility is 
when it is expressed only at heart and there is no oral declaration. In this case, if there is an 
excuse for it, say the person is dumb, or any other, and he is unable to declare it with the 
tongue, then this expression will be beneficial to him in both worlds and he will gain 
deliverance in both this world and the next. If he has no reason whatsoever to not declare 
it with the tongue, then he will earn nothing in the next world. Nawawi > has said that 
the Ahlus-sunnah (greatest group of Muslims who abide by the Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad JU>) are unanimous about these deductions. 

ALLAH: This is the name of Allah specifically. It means, 'the Being Who is worthy of 
worship.' Most of the ulama (Scholars) hold that of the names of Allah, the Exalted, this 
name is the greatest. The masses should have this name constantly on their tongues. They 
must make dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with this name fearfully and respectfully. The 
learned must reflect on this name for its meaning and know that this name can be applied 
to only that Being Who possesses all the attributes of Divinity. And, the highly selected, 
exclusive group should have their hearts lost in Allah, and not turn towards any one other 
than this Being. They must fear Him alone, for He Alone is True and Manifest. Everything 
besides Him will perish and is false. It is as stated in Bukhari that the Prophet Muhammad 
(jL-jUpiijLo said, "The most correct of the words of poets is the saying of Labid: 

jibaiiiiU-u 

(Know! Everything other than Allah is vain.) 

CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS WORD (ALLAH): If anyone repeats this specific name 
(Allah) one thousand times, then he will become determined and will possess firm faith. 
He who repeats it one hundred times after salah (prayer) will have his unseen broadened 
and he will become a man of inspiration. Secrets will be unveiled to him. 2 


1 Tirmidhi # 3518,Bayhaqi in ad-Diwat al-Kabir. 

2 Bukhari # 6147, Muslim # 2-2256, Tirmidhi # 2858, Ibn Majah # 3757,Musnad(book) Ahmad #2-267. 
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1,2 - AR-RAHMAN, AR-RAHIM: The Compassionate, The Merciful, Who forgives. A 
person who emulates these attributes, is required by these names to concentrate deeply 
towards Allah. He should be trusted and relied upon. One should keep oneself engaged 
inwardly in remembering Him, but others besides Him must be ignored. Mercy should be 
shown to His creatures, and the wronged-one or oppressed must be supported and helped. 
The oppressor must be prevented from being oppressive to others and this must be done in 
a pious manner. Those who refrain from worship of Allah and His dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah) must be warned, and a merciful sight should be directed towards the sinner rather 
than look down upon him. One's ability must be directed to further the affairs of shari'ah 
(Islamic law). To the best of one's ability, one must help the needy and destitute. 

CHARACTERISTIC OF THESE NAMES: If anyone repeats (^^i j^^Ji) (Ar-Rehman, Ar- 
Rahim) one hundred times after every salah (prayer), then Allah removes form his heart 
negligence, forgetfulness and lethargy. All creatures will have mercy on him. 

3 - AL-MALIK: The true Sovereign. He is the real King of the earth, the heavens and the 
universe. Both the worlds are governed by Him and belong to Him. He is Independent of 
all while all depend on Him. 

Having known this attribute, it becomes imperative on us to behave as His slaves and to 
pray to Him alone. We must obey Him and seek honour only from Him. We must attach 
ourselves to His kingdom and declare complete unconcern with all others fearing none and 
looking at none for one's needs. We must have a thorough check on our limbs and 
potential and emply them in worship and abiding by Shari'ah (Islamic law). Thus, we will 
be la true ruler of our own life. 

CHARACTERISTIC OF AL-MALIK: If any ruler or king recites this name with the 
name Al-Qudus meaning, Malik ul-Quddus, regularly, then Allah will give him 
permanence over his dominion. If he is/vot a king or ruler, then through its blessings his 
own soul will submit to him in obedience. If anyone repeats this name to gain honour then 
he will achieve his objective. 

Shah Abdur Rahman has said that if anyone repeats this name Al-Malik ninety times 
everyday then not only will he be radiant and awe-inspiring, but also rulers will be soft 
with him. This name is tried for honour and high regard and esteem. 

4 - AL-QUDDUS: 'The Sacred, the Holy.' Qushayri said that he who knows that 
Allah is Al-Qudus, the sacred, must cherish the desire that Allah keep him free of defects 
and calamities and sins, always. 

ITS CHARACTERISTICS: He who recites this name at the time of zawal will have a clean 
heart. If anyone writes this name and the name As-Subbuh after the salah (prayer) of Friday 
on a piece of bread (al-Quddus as-Subbuh) and eats it, then he will have angelic traits. 
When in panic at the time of protection from the enemies, this name should be recited as 
much as possible. The traveller must continue to recite it; he will never be.napless and 
needy. If it is recited three hundred and nineteen times on anything sweet which is fed to 
the enemy, he will turn kind. 

5 - AS-SALAAM (GREETING): 'The Giver of peace. The Author of Safety.' With this 
name, a person makes himself free of bad deeds and bad manners. Qushayri said 
that he turns to his Lord with a sound heart with this name. Some authorities say that it 
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requires him to be safe for other Muslims, both with his tongue and hand. Rather, he treats 
Muslims very kindly. When he sees an elder Muslim, he thinks, "He is better than I am 
because he has worshipped and obeyed Allah more than I have and he preceded me in 
faith." If he sees a Muslim younger than him, then he too is better because he has 
committed fewer sins. Also, when a Muslim commits a mistake and he apologises to him, 
he pardons him. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS NAME: If anyone recites this name one hundred and 
eleven times over a sick person, then insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be cured. If 
anyone repeats it constantly then he will be rid of fear. 

6 - AL-MUMIN: 'The Bestower of security/ This name calls upon a person to protect 
Allah's creatures from his own mischief and the mischief of other people. 

ITS CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites it frequently, or writes it down and keeps it 
with himself, then Allah will preserve him from the devil's mischief. No one will 
overpower him. He will be under Allah's protection both outwardly and inwardly. If he 
recites it much too often then Allah's creatures will obey him. 

7 - AL-MUHAYMIN: 'The Protector.' He protects very well. This name requires the 
reciter to refrain from bad habits, evil beliefs and other such things like jealousy, etc. He 
should keep away from all such things that cause him to be negligent of Allah. 

ITS CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone has a bath and recites this name one hundred and 
fifteen times then he will know the secrets and the unknown. He who recites it regularly 
will be safe from all calamities. He will be among the inhabitants of paradise. 

8 - AL-AZIZ: 'The Mighty, none can overpower Him' This name allows a person to subdue 
his self, his desired and the devil. He becomes unique in knowledge and learning. He 
does not beg from Allah's creatures, so maintains his dignity and preserves himself from 
degrading himself. 

Abu al-Abbas Muraysi & w.> said, "By Allah, I have found honour in not stretching hand 
before the creatures (to beg)." 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that only he thinks of Allah as Mighty and Overpowering and 
Unique and unmatched who regards His commands and His Shari'ah (Islamic law) as dear 
and dominant over him and obeys Him in a singular unmatched manner. But, he who 
takes these things lightly and shows unconcern does not regard Allah as dear and mighty. 
Allah, says: 



{And might belongs to Allah and to His Messenger and the believers, but the 

hypocrites know not.) (63:8) 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats this name forty-one times after the salah (prayer) 
of fajr then he will not be dependent on anyone in both the worlds. He will become mighty 
and accepted after being ignoble and friendless. 

Apart from this, there are many other amazing properties of this name 

9 - AL-JABBAR: 'The Overpowering Lord, The Compeller.' He repairs the disturbed 
out of order tasks. He guides the creatures to what He intends. This name causes a person 
to earn merits and excellence and correct his defects and become constant on abstinence 
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and obedience to subdue his self and attain perfection. 

Qushayri j cited some books to quote Allah, "O My slave you decide to do something 
and I decide about something, but only what I wish happens. So, if you become pleased 
with My wish then I suffice you for what you desire, otherwise I shall not suffice you. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS NAME: If anyone recites this name twenty-one times after 
the ten musabbihat then he will be safe of the mischief of the oppressors and the cruel. 
(The musabbihat are surahs beginning with (jy-*) If anyone recites it constantly then he will 
be protected from being backbited and censure of the creatures. He will be affluent and 
authoritative. If anyone inscribes it on his ring and wears it then other people will respect 
him and dread him. 

10 - AL-MUTAKABBIR: "The Majestic/ 'Very Great/ The name Al-Mutakabbir requires 
of a person who recognizes this quality of Allah that he should abstain from base desires, 
otherwise he will be associated with animals. In fact, he must keep away from everything 
that obstructs his inward from the Truth. He must despise all things apart from 
approaching the True Allah. He must adopt humility and rid himself of every semblance 
of arrogance so that his soul remains pure and he grows in himself love of Allah. In this 
way, no one will dictate him and he will not have peace with anyone other than Allah. 
CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS NAME: If a man recites it ten times just before going to his 
wife, then, insha Allah (if Allah wills) , Allah will grant him a righteous son. If anyone 
recites it before beginning his task, then, insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will achieve his 
desire. 

11 - AL-KHALIQ: "The Creator/ He creates according to His will and wisdom. 

CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS NAME: If anyone goes on reciting this name, then Allah 
creates for him an angel to worship on his behalf till the day of resurrection. Also, because 
of this name, Allah makes this person's heart and face radiant. Shah Abdur Rahman 
has written that if anyone recites this name very often in the night then his face and heart 
will be bright and he will be able to do all his work easily. 

12 - AL-BARI: 'The Creator out of nothing.' 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats this name one hund *ed times every week. Allah 
will take him directly to Riyadh Quds instead of keeping him in the grave. A physician 
(hakim or doctor) who recites it regularly will be successful in every treatment that he 
prescribes. 

13 - AL-MUSAWWIR: The Fashioner/ These three successive names call upon a person, 
whenever he observes something and imagines something, he must ponder Allah's power 
and mysteries in that thing. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a woman is barren, she must fast for seven days and at the time 
of iftar (consummating fast) on each of these days, she must recite Al-Musawwir twenty- 
one times, blow on water and drink it. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), she will beget a pious 
son. If anyone r ccites this name very often when facing a difficult and insurmountable 
task, then his task will become easy. 

14 - AL-GHAFFAR: 'The Most Forgiving.' 'Who conceals shortcomings of the creatures.' 
One must have a firm conviction that no one other than Allah forgives sins, and one must 
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conceal defects of other people. If anybody is at fault, he should pardon him He must bind 
himself to make Istighfar all the time and particularly before dawn. 

If anyone repeats one hundred times after the salah (prayer) of Friday these words: 



(O The Forgiving, forgive me my sins). 

Then Allah places him with those people who have been forgiven. 

15 - AL-QAHHAR: 'The Dominant, The Almighty/ All are helpless before His power. 

This name demands of a person to subdue his great enemies and make them helpless. 
These enemies are his base soul and the devil. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often, then Allah removes the love 
of this world from his heart and when he dies, it is on piety. If anyone recites it for any of 
his objectives one hundred times then his objective will become easy. If anyone recites it 
one hundred times between the sunnah salah and fard salah (two parts of prayer) with 
intention to dominate, then his great enemies will be dominated by him. 

16 - AL-WAHHAB: 'The Bestower.' 'He gives much without requiring a return.' This 
name requires a person to give his life and wealth in Allah's path without personal motives 
and without seeking a return. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is afflicted with poverty and hunger, then he must 
begin to repeat this name constantly. Allah will remove from him this difficulty in such a 
way that he will be amazed. One who writes it down and keeps it with himself then he 
will find it as effective. If anyone offers the salah (prayer) of chaast and recites afterwards 
a verse calling for prostration, and keeping his head in prostration, repeats this name 
seven time then he will be independent of the creatures. If anyone has a need then at 
midnight he must prostrate three times in his house or the courtyard of a mosque, then 
raising his hands, must repeat this name one hundred times. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), 
his need will be fulfilled. 

Mawlana Shah Abdul Aziz iin-us-j said that to have one's provision enlarged, one must 
offer four raka'at salah (prayer) at the time of chaast. After that one must prostrate 
oneself and recite w)(Ya Wahhab) one hundred and four times. If there is not 
sufficient time, then he must recite only fifty times. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), there 
will be an increase in provision. 

17 - AL-RAZZAQ: 'The Sustainer.' He creates sustenance and bestows it on the creatures. 
It is that from which benefit is desired and it can be obvious and hidden. The latter kind is 
what benefits the soul and the heart, like the sciences, awareness, etc. The former benefits 
the body, like through food and clothing. 

This name requires a person to believe that none but Allah is able to provide sustenance. 
So he must expect provision only from Him, arid must entrust all his affaip to. Him. He 
should continue to provide people physical and spiritual sustenance with ms hands and 
tongue, spending his wealth on the needy and teaching the less learned and the misled. He 
must guide them and keep praying for the good of every Muslim. 

A saintly man was asked how he give his food and drink. He said, "from the time I have 
achieved divine awareness, I have never worried about my provision." Another said about 
provision that it is the dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah: (o^v^-Ui^) (He is the Living 
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Who never dies). 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name ten times each after dawn but before 
the salah (prayer) of fajr in each of the four comers of his house beginning with the right 
side and not turning his face away from the qiblah then this house will not experience grief 
and poverty. 

18 - AL-FATTAH: 'The Opener.' 'The Judge/ He opens the gates to provision and 
mercy. One must try to reconcile people and judge between them. He must help the 
oppressed and resolve to solve the problems of the people, whether problems of this 
world or of the hereafter. 

Qushayri «5a-u^> said that once anyone knows that Allah opens the gates to mercy and 
provision and provides the means and rectifies everything then he should not attach 
himself to anyone besides Allah. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone offers the salah (prayer) of fajr and, keeping both hands 
on his chest repeats this name seventy times then his heart will be cleansed. He will 
purified at heart and inwardly. 

19 - AL-ALEEM: 'The All Knowing.' He knows the seen and unseen. Someone has spoken 
very well, "If anyone is aware that Allah knows his condition very well then he must show 
patience when afflicted and express gratitude when He gives something. He must ask 
forgiveness for his sins. 

Some books write that Allah says, 'If you do not know that you are under My eyes all the 
time then your faith is weak. But, if you know that I see you always then why do you think 
very little of Me among all those who see?" (You are afraid lest anyone see you when you 
do wrong but you do not care that I see you though I see everything of you. Thus, you give 
others more importance than you give Me.) 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very much then Allah gives him 
abundant awareness of Himself. 

If anyone repeats (Ya Aalim ul ghayb) one hundred times after salah (prayer), then 

Allah will make him perceive the mysteries and be inspired. 

If anyone desires to have knowledge of the unseen then, after the salah (prayer) of isha, he 
must recite it one hundred times in the mosque and go to sleep. Insha Allah (if Allah 
wills), he will learn of the reality of that thing. 

20 - AL QABID: 'The withholder' who withholds and constricts provision and heart of .the 
creatures. He takes away their souls. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes this name for forty days on four morsels (of bread 
etc) and eats them then insha Allah (if Allah wills) he will be protected from hunger and 
punishment of the grave. 

21 - AL- BASIT: "The Enlarger.' He enlarges the provision of the creatures and expands 
their hearts. These two successive names (AI-Qabid and Al-Basit) call on a person not to 
lose hope at the time of affliction and tragedy nor to be come careless when He bestows 
blessings. He must regard hardship as the result of His judgment and exercise patience. 
And, he must regard enlargement of provision as the fruit of His favours and express 
gratitude for it. Qushayri said that it is with saintly men that these two conditions 
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influence their heart. When they are overcome by fear of Allah, their hearts constrict. 
When they are very hopeful of mercy, their hearts expand. Junayd BaghdadiA'*^j said the 
same thing and added, "Truth brings me together." He meant remembrance of Allah 
makes him calm and composed. And, he said, "The creation disintegrates me," meaning 
the company of the creatures unsettles him and terrifies him. It is the beauty of a person 
that he refrains from restlessness when he is hard pressed and worried. He does not exult 
too much when he lives in abundance, and does not demonstrate bad manners, for, great 
people fear these things. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats this name ten times at the hour of dawn with his 
hands raised and after doing that wipes his face with them, then he will never have to 
present his need to anyone else to get it fulfilled. 

22 - AL-KHAFID: "the Abaser," He who humbles. He disgraces the disbelievers. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a person fasts for three days and recites this name on the fourth 
day in one sitting seventy thousand times then he will conquer the enemy. 

23 - AR-RAFI: 'The Exaltor.' He exalts the believers after helping them or bringing them 
near to Him. Both these successive names (Al-Khafid and Ar-Rafi) call on a person not to 
trust his state of being whatever it be nor be confident of any of his learnings and deeds, 
and to suppress and put down whatever Allah has commanded should be checked. 
Examples are one's self, desire. He elevates what Allah has asked should be raised, like 
heart and soul. 

People saw a man fly in air. So, they asked him how he accomplished the feat. He said, "I 
suppressed my hawa (desires), so Allah empowered me over hawa (air) of the atmosphere. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one hundred times at midnight or at 
noon, then Allah will make him a chosen, elite, independent person. 

24-AL-MUIZ: 'The Bestower of honour.' If anyone recites this name, on the night 
preceding Monday or Friday, one hundred and forty times, then he will be regarded highly 
by the creatures. He will not be fearful of anyone but Allah. 

25 - AL-MUDHIL: 'The Abaser.' 'He who disgraces.' Both these consecutive names (Al- 
Muiz and Al-Mudhil) require a person to honour those people whom Allah has honoured 
because of knowledge and awareness. He is also required to regard disgraced and ignoble 
those whom Allah has made miserable because of their disbelief and straying. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF AL-MUDHIL: If anyone is afraid of an oppressor or a jealous 
person, he must recite this name seventy-five times and then prostrate himself and pray to 
Allah, "Save me from the mischief of such-and-such oppressor and jealous one" Allah will 
give him peace. 

26, 27 - AS-SAMI AND AL-BASIR: 'The All-Hearing.' "The All-seeing.' These names call 
upon a person to refrain from hearing and seeing whatever is contrary to shari'ah (Islamic 
law). He must believe that Allah is present and hears and sees his words and deeds. 

Imam Ghazali M j says that if anyone conceals from the creatures what he does not 
conceal from Allah then he is as though he has a poor opinion of Allah. Hence, he who 
commits sin knowing that Allah watches him is a daring person, indeed. He who commits 
sin with a conviction that Allah does not see him commits an act of great disbelief. Hence, 
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it is said by way of example that if you must commit a wrong, then do it in such a place 
where Allah cannot see you. Since there is no such place where Allah cannot see you, do 
not commit sin. 

CHARACTERISTICS: if anyone recites As-Sami' five hundred times on Thursday after the 
salah (prayer) of chaast - or, recites it every day, one hundred times after chaast and does not 
speak in-between, then whatever supplication he makes thereafter will be approved. 

If anyone recites Al-Basir one hundred and one times between the sunnah(Practice of Holy 
Prophet Muhammad aJp h and Fard(compulsory) of Fajr with a firm and strong 
conviction then insha Allah (if Allah wills) he will be chosen with Allah's benevolent sight. 

28 - AL-HAKAM: 'The Judge.' 'He who gives the command.' None can fail His 
command. This name call upon a person that, having known this attribute, he should obey 
all His commands and submit to His will and judgment. If anyone does not agree with his 
will and judgment intentionally, then Allah enforces His will and judgment on him 
forcefully. If anyone willingly submits to it and is pleased with it then Allah will bestow 
mercy on him and he will lead a life of pleasure and satisfaction, and he will not need to 
complain to others. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites it on the night preceding Friday, according to an 
opinion, at midnight to such an extent that he faints, then Allah will fill his inward with 
knowledge of mysteries. 

29 - AL-ADL: 'The Just.' One must not become hard-hearted and restless with Allah's 
commands and judgements after knowing that He is Just. One must be convinced that 
Allah's judgement about him is perfectly just. So, he must rely on him and be comfortable 
and spend whatever Allah has given him in its proper place as sanctioned by Shari'ah 
(Islamic law). He must respect His justice and hope for His favour and compassion. Also, 
he should refrain from going to extremes but adopt a moderate course. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes this name on twenty morsels of bread and eats 
them on the night preceding Friday, then Allah subjugates all the creatures to him. 

30 - AL-LATIF: 'The Subtle.' He is mild with His creatures. He sees all, and distance and 
nearness is alike for Him. This name requires of a person to reflect on the affairs, of 
religion and the world. He must invite the people to the true path 
mildly.CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone lacks the means of sustenance, has no one to 
sympathies with him in his poverty, is ill without anyone to tend to him, or has a daughter 
for whom he can find no suitable match- 

Then he must make ablution very well and offer two raka'at salah (prayer), and recite this 
name one hundred times with his objective in mind. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), his 
difficulty will be solved. 

Similarly, this name must be recited one hundred times constantly to secure a good match 
for daughters, recovery from illnesses and accomplishment of tasks. Some saintly 
fraternity observes the practice that for every kind of religious or worldly task this name 
should be reptead sixteen thousand three hundred and forty one (16341) time at some 
isolated place observing the requisites of supplication. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), the 
objective will be achieved. 

31 - AL-KHABIR: 'The All-Knowing.' He knows that which is in a person's heart and 
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everything else. This name requires of a person, who has learnt that Allah is Aware of his 
secrets and even what is in his heart, that he too must remember Him and forget all others 
besides Him. He must shim stray paths. He must bind himself to abandon ostentation and 
to adopt righteousness, and to set right his secrets and to know of the obvious things of 
religion and the worldly life. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is subjugated to his base self, then he must recite this 
name very often. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be delivered. 

32 - AL-HALIM: 'The Clement/ He is not hasty in punishing the believers. Rather, He 
gives respite to the believers that they might repent and prosper. This name calls on a 
person to persevere hardship hurled by malicious people, be mild in punishing the 
subordinates and refrain from anger and rage. He must endeavor to attain that degree of 
clemency so that he shows kindness to anyone who is wicked to him. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes this name on a piece of paper and washes it and 
sprinkles the water in the fields and trees, then he will be safe from loss and there will be 
blessing in them and he will get full produce from them. 

33 - AL-AZIM: 'The Mighty.' 'The Magnificent.' He is so very mighty in His Being and 
Attributes that man's intelligence cannot perceive His greatness. This name requires of a 
person that he concede the insignificance of the two worlds before Allah's might. He 
should not bow before anyone for the sake of the world. He must regard himself as lowly. 
And, he should do what Allah has commanded should be done and abandon what Allah 
has forbidden. He must occupy himself in those things which are dear to Allah and belittle 
his self so that he earns Allah's pleasure. 

CHARACTERISTICS: He who recites this name constantly will be great in the eyes of 
the creatures. 

34 - AL-GHAFUR: 'The forgiving.' He is the most forgiving. It calls on a person to make 
Istighfar most of the time during day and night particularly at the time of dawn. He must 
forgive him who has hurt him or troubled him. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is ill or has fever or headache, or grief, then he must 
write this name on a piece of paper and transfer the inscription on bread and eat it. Allah 
will cure him and give him relief. If anyone recites this name very often then darkness of 
his heart will vanish. 

According to a hadith (tradition): "If anyone prostrates himself land says three times in 
prostration (Jy&i«->jU) (O my Lord, forgive me), then Allah will forgive him his past and 
present sins." 

If anyone suffers headache or an illness or grief, he must write down the letters of (jjifcu) 
three times and eat that. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be healed. 

35 - ASH-SHAKUR: 'The Grateful.' 'The Appreciative.' He gives too much reward for 
a little deed. 

Some one who had died was seen in a dream by a man. He asked him how he had fared. 
He said, "When Allah called me for reckoning, the sins on my scale outweighed pieties. 
Suddenly, a bag dropped on the pan of pieties causing it to lower down more than the pan 
of sins. I asked about it and was told that it was a handful of dust that I had cast in the 
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grave of a Muslim." How much highly does Allah reward for a little effort! 

This name binds a person to express gratitude to Allah because all blessings are granted by 
Him. He must use his limbs for that very purpose for which. Allah has given them to him. 
He must be kind to people and he must thank them always because a hadith (tradition) says: 

(j-’LJI V i V 

(He who is ungrateful to the people does not show gratitude to Allah). 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone's eyesight has become weak or the radiance of his heart 
has turned dim then he must recite this name forty-oe times and blow on water. And, he 
should drink the water and wipe over his eyes. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will recover 
his eyesight and the radiance. 

36 - AL-ALIYY:'The High.' This name calls upon a person to subdue his soul through 

obedience to Allah and His worship, both openly and in private. He must exert himself 
fully to acquire knowledge and perform deeds, aiming for perfection and higher degrees. 
According to a hadith (tradition), "Allah loves higher motives and dislikes lower motives." 
This is why Sayyiduna Ali said, "Great courage grows only from faith." 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone who is of a poor and low standing, or is faced with 
poverty, or is on a journey facing its ardours then he should recite this name constantly so 
that he will attain a high standing, or affluence or return home safely. Or, he may write it 
down and keep if with him. 

37 - AL-KABIR: 'The Great.' He is the Greatest. None equals Him in greatness. This name 
call on a person to remember only Allah's greatness and (forget and) reject any kind of 
greatness of all else. He must try to perfect himself through knowledge and deeds and to 
diffuse his learning to others. He must be humble and submissive to the extreme and obey 
his Master to the utmost. 

CHARACTERISTICS: One who repeats this name very often attains high stations and 
great esteem. If the rulers recite it constantly, then their subjects will fear and respect them. 
Their affairs will be concluded very well. 

38 - AL-HAFIZ:'The Preserver.' He preserves the world from calamities. This name 
requires of a person to preserve his limbs from sin and his private from strangers. He must 
suffice himself on Allah's decree and will, being pleased with His decisions. 

A saintly man said that if Allah preserves anyone's limbs then He preserves his heart. 
When He preserves anyone's heart. He preserves his secrets. 

It is said about a righteous man that his eyes felon something that is disallowed to see. He 
lamented and prayed to Allah that since he had misused hissight. He may take it away. So, 
he lost his eyesight. However, it became extremely difficult for him to make ablution and 
worship in the night, so he prayed to Allah again and regretted his earlier prayer, saying, "I 
do need my eyesight," and Allah restored it to him. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes down this name and ties it on his right arm then 
he will be preserved form drowning, burning, evil spirits and evil eyes, etc. 

39 - AL-MUQIT: "The Sustains.' He produces sustenance for body and soul and 
nourishes them. Thus, a person must remember Allah and not worry about his sustenance. 
Real nourishment is Allah's dhikr (hallowing of Allah). 
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Sayyiduna Sahl was asked about it. He said that it is the dhikr (hallowing of Allah) 

JJi^) (The Living Who shall never die). 

A person should ask Allah alone for his nourishment. 


JLykkfi jJoLl Lj JLlCr Vj. f-ij£ (V9 ^ ? j l 9 


{There is not a thing but its treasures are with Us and We send it not down but in a 
known measure.}(15:21) 

Moreover, a person must give provision to all who are attached to him. To help others, 
guide the straying and feed the hungry should become his ambition. 

Qushayri said that provision can be of different kinds. It can be the normal food on 
which man survives, but some people are such that ability to worship Allah is itself their 
nourishment. The release of disclosures is nourishment of their heart and the constant 
observations are nourishment of their soul. When Allah causes anyone to engage in His 
obedience and worship, this person cuts off his soul's desires and wishes completely and 
concentrates towards his Master. Then Allah causes someone to look after him and to get 
him his needs. However, if anyone occupies oneself in pursuit of his base desires then 
Allah leaves him to get his desires by himself and removes His blessings from him. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If a person comes across a poor person or is himself poor, or a 
child cries continuously then he must recite this name seven times and blow in an empty 
bowl and fill water into it and drink it himself or let the concerned man or child drink it. If 
anyone who is fasting fears for his life then he must blow this name on a flower and smell. 
Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will get strength and will be able to complete his fast. 

40 - AL-HASIB: 'The Recknoer.' 'He suffices at all times.' Or, 'He will subject the creatures 
to reckoning on the day of resurrection.' This name calls on a person to support the needy 
and get them their wants. He must also take account of himself. 

Qushayri j said that Allah suffices His salves by helping them whatever their condition 
and whatever their condition and whatever their work. They have their work 
accomplished. Hence, they must not rely on worldly support and if anyone does not profit 
from worldly sources when he has relied on them, he must not lose heart, but he must be 
convinced that Allah has decreed for him what has transpired. His support may be very 
strong but if Allah has not decreed for him what he aspires then he will not get it. On the 
other hand, if he is destined to get it then howsoever hopeless his worldly support, he will 
get it. 

If anyone makes do with what Allah gives him even though that was not his demand, then 
Allah will make him please and satisfied with what He gives him. He will be more pleased 
than he would have been on getting his demand. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is person, an evil neighbour or an enemy, or is suffering 
form an eye wound, then for a week, every morning and evening, he must recite (■i' tr -^- 
<-*r~*J') (Sufficing Allah suffices me!) He will be safe from these things. 


41 - AL-JALIL: 'The Majestic.' This name calls upon a person to adopt perfect traits and 
become a high degreed person. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes down this name with musk and saffron and keeps 
it with himself or eats it, then people will honour and respect him. 
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42- AL-KARIM: 'The Benevolent/ 'The Gracious.' He bestows much. He never ceases to 
give, nor do His treasures exhaust. This name requires of a person to continue to give 
property and wealth to fellow. Creatures without commitment. He must help them in all 
possible ways. He must avaoid bad maners and evil deeds. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats this name while lying down on his bed till he 
falls asleep, then the angels pray for him (ia^A 1 ) (May Allah give you honour). It is said 
that Sayyiduna Ali j used to recite this name very often. This is why the people pray 
for him (*$*■ ^/) may Allah raise you in honour. 

43 - AR-RAQIB: 'The Watcher/ He looks after everything. Some say: 'The knower of the 
affairs and deeds of the creatures/ This name demands of a person that, and the time, he 
must have Allah in mind and not ask, or pray to, anyone besides Him. Also, he should not 
slacken, in the least, in looking after those over whom Allah has made him in-charge. 
According to a hadith (tradition): "All of you are shepherds, meaning watchers, and all of 
you will be questioned concerning your flock, meaning those under your charge." You will 
be asked how you discharged your duty. 

Qurharyri said that the awliy hold that Allah's remembrance should be supreme at 
the heart with the conviction that Allah observes one's affairs. So, a person should turn to 
Allah in all circumstances and fear His punishment. Hence one who is so engaged - in 
muraqibah (meditation) - abandons all that is contrary to Shari'ah (Islamic law), more than 
one who forsakes them from fear of Allah. As for one who listens to his heart (acting on 
the correct dictates of the conscience), not a moment of his goes without remembering 
Allah and obeying Him because he knows well that Allah will question him for each 
moment and each deed whether the minutest or the greatest. 

Someone dreamt about a righteous man after his death. He disclosed that Allah had 
forgiven him by His mercy but did call for a full account of his life so much so that he had 
picked up a grain of wheat form a friend's shop before iftar (consummating fast) and split 
it, but realized suddenly that it did not belong to him, so replaced it. He was questioned 
about it and the equivalent of the splitting of wheat was taken away from his piety. 

Clearly, one who is aware that he will have to account for very little things too in 
Allah's court will never waste his life in wrong and false doings, and in wasteful 
pursuits and negligence. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name seven times and blows on his wife, his 
children and his property on their four sides, then he will be secure from enemies and trials 
(on their account). 

44 - AL-MUJIB: 'The Responsive.' 'He grants the prayer of the needy.' This name calls on the 
person to obey Allah's commands 'to do' or 'not to do' and to help the needy get their wants. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats this name very often and makes supplication 
thereafter, then his prayer gets a quick response. If he writes it and keeps it with himself 
then Allah will keep him safe. 

45-AL-WASI: 'The Vast.' 'The Ample Giving.' 'He possesses a vast knowledge and 
disburses his blessings to all.' This name requires a person to create expansion in his 
knowledge, generosity, awareness and manners. He must meet others with o cheerful face, 
and not fret over worldly affairs. 
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CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often and constantly, Allah will 
make him content. 

46 - AL-HAKIM: 'The Wise/ 'The Secure.' A person must adopt the praiseworthy 
attributes mentioned in Allah's Book and endeavour to follow them in the best way. He 
must make all his affairs strong and secure and must refrain from foolishness. He must not 
do anything unless sanctioned and commanded by Allah, so that he will reflect His 
attribute Al-Hakim. 

Dhun Novn Misri heard of^ man of the Maghrib (west) famed for his knowledge and 
wisdom. So, he went to meet him. There, he sat at his door for forty days. The man would 
go for the salah (prayer) to the mosque but seemed worried. He never looked towards 
Dhun Noon Fed up with this condition, he confronted the man, one day, "I am here 

for the last forty days but you neither look at me nor speak to me. Do proffer me some 
advice and tell me some wise words that I may remember." He said, "will you follow 
that?" He said, "Yes, if Allah enables me, certainly." Then, the r, an said to him this very 
wise saying, "Do not befriend the world. Be pleased with poverty. Regard trial as a 
blessing, denial as a grant and do not lbe affable with others besides Allah Regard disgrace 
as honour, death as real life, obedience and worship as the means of your honour, and trust 
(in Allah) as your livelihood." 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone's task defies him, he must recite this name constantly. 
Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will accomplish his task. 

47 - AL-WADUD: 'The Most :Loving.' 'He befriends the obedient creatures.' 'Is the 
Beloved in the hearts of the awliya (friends/saints).' This name calls upon a person to like 
for others what he likes for himself and the he will be kind to them to the best of his ability. 
This is similar to the saying of the Prophet Muhammad (Jl-jaJp&JLp, "None of you is a true 
believer unless he loves for his brother what he loves for himself." 

Allah's friends are they on whom He has mercy, praises them and bestows on them good. 
The creatures regard Allah as their friend by respecting Him and their hearts are filled with 
awe and might of Him. According to a hadith (tradition), "Allah says, 'Of My friends, the 
great friends is he who worships without being given/ 'He does not worship with hope of 
a grant but only for My pleasure.' 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a husband and wife are at loggerheads, this name should be 
recited on some eatable one thousand and one times and fed to the partner who is 
responsible for the dispute. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), they will begin to love one another. 

48 - AL-MAJID: 'The Glorious,' 'The Majestic.' The same things are required of a person 
as are required for the name Al-Azim(33). 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone suffers from blisters on his feet, syphilis, leprosy, or the 
like, he must fast during the days of bid (thirteenth fourteenth and fifteenth of every lunar 
month) and recite this name frequently at the time of iftar (comsummating fast) 
(consummating fast), blow on water and drink it. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be 
cured. If anyone is not respected by his contemporaries or members of the same sex then 
he or she must recite this name every morning ninety-nine times and blow over oneself. 

49 - A-BA'ITH: 'The Resurrector.' He will raise the dead to life. He awakens the hearts of 
the neglectful. This name calls on a person to teach the ignorant and advice them to give 
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up interest in the world and crave for the blessings of the hereafter. They shoiild then 
begin with themselves and pass on the teachings to others. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one hundred and one times with his 
hand on his chest while he lies down to sleep then Allah will give life to his heart. 

50 - ASH-SHAHID: 'The Omnipresent.' 'The Witness.' 'Knower of the obvious and the 
unseen.' Qnshayri said that the Sufis (mysties) are happy and content only He sees 
and watches their affairs. Only He knows all their doings. He says: 

{Does it not suffice in regard to your Lord that He is Witness over everything?} 

This name requires that a person should not be seen at a place where it is disallowed by his 
Lord for him to be seen and he should not be missing from the place where his Lord has 
commanded him to be. He should be convinced that Allah knows about him and sees him 
better than he himself does. He should not present his needs to others besides Allah. He 
should always side with the truth and the true 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone's son is disobedient, or daughter is not righteous, 
then he should put his hand on their forehead, get them to raise their face towards 
heaven and he should recite Ya Shahid (.l^u) twenty-one times. Allah will make them 
obedient and righteous. 




51 - AL-HAQQ: 'The True.' He is truly in power with sovereignty and is worthy of 
worship. This name calls upon a person who realizes Allah's supremacy to abandon the 
remembrance and demand of the creatures. He must bind himself to speak the truth and 
abide by the truth and nothing else. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone has lost something, he must write this name on the four 
comers of a piece of paper and the name of that thing in the centre of ;that thing in the 
centre of that paper. At mid-night, with the piece of paper in his palm, let him look at the 
sky and pray to Allah by virtue of this name and its blessing for the recovery of that thing. 
Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will receive it intact or some part of lit. If a prisoner recites 
this name at midnight bare-headed one hundred and sixty times, Allah will get him 
released. 


52 - AL-WAKIL: "The Trustee.' He helps. Allah says 

{And Allah suffices for a guardian.} (4:171) 



{And put your trust in Allah, if you are believers.}(5 :23) 

{And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, so He will suffice him.}(65:3) 

oj4lV&JJI 

{And put your trust in the Ever-Living Who dies not.}(25:58) 
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(And put your trust in the Mighty, the merciful.}(26:217) 

This name calls on a person to help the weak and the disabled. He must fulfil their needs 
as though he is their guardian. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If lightning is likely to strike or there is fear of damage through 
water and fire, then this name may be repeated very often. If anyone recites this name too 
many times at a fearful and dangerous place then he will be fearless and out of danger. 


53,54 - AL-QAWIY: 'The Powerful/ 'The Strong.' 

AL-MATIN: 'The Firm/ 

These names require a person to overcome land suppress his base desires. He should be 
firm in enforcing Shari'ah (Islamic law) commands. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If a strong enemy confronts anyone, then he must knead some 
flour and make out of it one thousand and one capsules. Then, he must pick them up one 
at a time and recite (<s a ^) (ya Qawiy) and cast them against the supposed enemy with 
intention of defence, Allah will cause his enemy to be defeated. If this name is recited very 
often on the night preceding Friday, then forget fullness will be cured. If a child has been 
weaned but it is restless then this name should be written down and given to the child to 
drink. If a breast-feeding mother has insufficient milk then she must be made to drink this 
name after writing it down. She will have abundant milk. 

If anyone craves for authority in government, then he should recite the name Al-Matin 
three hundred times in an early hour of a Sunday with intention to get his desire. Insha 
Allah (if Allah wills), he will get it. 


55 - AL-WALIY: 'The Protecting Friend.' 'The Patron.' He befriends the believers. 

This name calls upon a person to keep company of Muslims and try to help further the 
religion. He must endeavour to fulfill the needs of Allah's creatures. 

Qushayri said that the portents of Allah are that when Allah befriends anyone. He 
causes him always to follow good and pious, blessed ways, so much so that if he succumbs 
to human weaknesses and intends to commit a wrong, Allah preserves him from 
perpetrating wrong. If he does commit the wrong, then Allah does not allow him to persist 
but enables him to repent and came out of it. This is why it is said: 




£ x 


(When Allah loves anyone, sin does not harm him.) 

If he tends to slacken in worship, then Allah causes him to occupy himself in worship. This 
is a sign of a person's good fortune. However, the opposite condition spells his 
wretchedness. 

Another sign of Allah's friendship is that He creates in the hearts of His awliya 
(friends/saints) love for a person so that they have an amazing relationship with him and 
are kind to him to an amazing degree. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often then he will become aware 
of the secret thoughts of Allah's creatures. If anyone's wife or female slave possesses an 
undesirable character and habit that hurts him then, before going to them, he must recite 
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this name very often. Allah will correct their ways. 

56 - AL-HAMID: 'The Praiseworthy/ He praises Himself of is praised. This name calls on 
a person to praise Allah always. He grows in him perfect qualities or develops himself 
such that he is lauded and praised. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often then his deeds will be 
approved. If anyone indulges in indecent speech and cannot control himself then he must 
write this name on a bowl, or recite on it ninety times, and use it always for drinking water. 
Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be cured of his habit. 

57 - AL-MUHSIY: 'One Who records.' 'His knowledge embraces everything and He 
knows the number of His creatures.' This name calls on a person not to be neglectful 
whether he is moving about or stationary but each of his moments should be occupied in 
remembering Allah. "The dwellers of paradise will regret the moments that passed 
without remembering Allah." He must be conscious of how he conducts himself. This 
name also demands of him to count Allah's blessings on him and express gratitude to 
Allah and think of himself as helpless and dependent, and count his sins and be asharied of 
himself and repent. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one thousand and one times on 
Thursday night (meaning Friday night according to lunar calendar), then Allah will 
preserve him from punishment of the grave and of the hereafter. 

58,59 AL-MUBDIY, AL-MU'ID: 'The originator', 'The Reproducer,' 'The Restorer:' 

These names call upon a person to turn to Allah in all his affairs the first time and again 
too. He must try to grow pieties and if he falls short in any piety, he must repeat it. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a woman fears that she might have a miscarriage or that her 
pregnancy might prolong, then her husband must recite the name Al-Mubdiy ninety times 
and move his forefinger round her belly. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), she will not have a 
miscarriage and will deliver without difficulty. 

If anyone recites this name constantly, then he will utter only what is correct and what 
earns reward. 

If a relative or any other person is missing, then when the members of the household have 
slept, recite this name in the four corners of the house seventy times and say, "O Mu'id (ij 
j-»u) cause so-and-so to reium to me or let me have news of him." You will learn of him 
within seven days, or he will return. If anyone has lost something then he must recite this 
name Al-Mu'id very often. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will find it. 

60, 61 - AL-MUHYI, AL-MUMIT: 'The Giver of life, the Giver of death.' Allah revives 
hearts through light of faith and gives life to body. He also causes it to die and lets hearts 
fall into negligence and so into death. 

These two names call on a person to enliven the creatures by benefiting them with 
knowledge, and by getting them to seek Allah's forgiveness. And he should cast base 
desires and devil's promptings to death. He should not long for life or death but submit to 
Divine decree and make this supplication as taught by the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUe-iiiJL*: 
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(O Allah cause me to live as long as life is good for me and cause me to die when 
death is good for me. And let life be a means of increase of every good, and let 
death be a relief from every evil.) 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is afflicted by grief, hardship or possibility of losing a 
limb, then he must recite this name Al-Muhyi seven times, Allah will give him relief. If 
.anyone has pain in a vein (or in some parts of his body), he must recite this name for seven 
day. If anyone recites it regularly then his heart will be lively and body strong. 

If anyone falls victim to his base desires and is drawn away from abiding by Shari'ah 
(Islamic law) then before he goes to sleep, he must put his hand on his chest and recite Al- 
Mumit till sleep overtakes him. Allah will cause his self to obey him. 

62 - AL-HAYYI: "The Ever-Living.' This name requires a person to live by remembering 
Allah and to give up his life in His path. Thus, he may attain martyrdom in Allah's path 
and live for ever. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is ill then he must recite this name very often, or another 
person must recite it on him. Some people say that he must stare at him - or keep his eyes 
straight - and recite if often. Allah will give him cure. If anyone recites it seventy times 
every day then he will have a long life and his spiritual life will become strong. 

63 - AL-QAYYUM: 'The self-Subsisting.' He also keep the creation alive land watches it. 
A person is required by this name to be absolutely independent of all besides Allah. 
Qushayri & said that if anyone is convinced that Allah is Al-Qayyum then he absolves 
himself loft h burden of planning and occupation and lives his life in comfort. So, he will 
neither be stingy nor esteem any worldly valuable. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often at the time of dawn then 
people will hold him to be dear. If anyone recite it very many times then his affairs will be 
settled well. 

64 - AL-WAJID: 'The perceiver.' 'The Inventor.' He is the Independent, not in need of 
anyone. This name calls on a person to try to acquire a high degree of perfection in what is 
necessary to be able to do without all besides Allah. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If this name is recited with every morsel of food then that will be 
light in his stomach. If he recites it in solitude then he will gain self-sufftcienry. 

65 - AL-MAJID: 'The Most Excellent.' 'The Noble.' This name demands of a person the 
same thing as the previous name (Al-Wajid). 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name to such an extent in solitude that he 
faints then Divine radiance will be apparent on his heart. If anyone continues to recite it 
very often then he will seem glorious to the creatures. 

66,67 AL-WAHID, AL-AHAD: 'The One.' 'The Peerless.' These names call upon a person 
to become unique and singular in worship just as his God is Alone. He must adopt 
qualities that are matchless. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone feels uneasy in privacy and when alone, then hi must 
recite this name one thousand and one time, Insha Allah (if Allah wills), his heart will be at 
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peace. He will come near to Allah. 

If anyone craves for a son, then he must write it down and keep it with him. Allah will 
bestow him, a son. 

68 - AS-SAMAD: "The Independent/ The Eternal Support (of creation)/ He dependents 
on none but all depend on Him. This name calls on a person to turn to Allah alone for all 
his needs. He should not worry about his provision, but rely on Allah. He must abstain 
from the unlawful and not long for the world's adornments and even for its lawful things. 
He should try to help Allah's creatures. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone prostrates himself at the time of dawn or midnight and 
recites this name one hundred and fifteen times, Allah will make him truthful. He will not 
become a pray of an oppressor. One who recites this name very often will not go hungry. If 
anyone recites it while he has made ablution then he will become independent of the creatures. 

69,70 AL-QADIR, AL-MUQTADIR: "The Capable or The Able.' 'The Prevailing. The 
Dominant/ He is Powerful and He demonstrates His Power. This name demands of a 
person that he should be able to prevent himself from lustful desires. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone makes ablution and at every limb which ablution covers 
he calls the name Al-Qadir then he will never be nabbed by an oppressor and no enemy 
will ever subdue him. 

When faced with a difficult task, this name must be repeated forty-one times, the task will 
be accomplished easily, insha Allah (if Allah wills). 

If anyone recites the name Al-Muqtadir regularly then negligence gives way to compliance. 
If anyone who arises from sleep recites it twenty times then all his work will be 
accomplished by Allah's leave. 

71, 72 AL-MUQADDIM, AL-MUAKHKIR: 'The Expeditor.' 'The Promoter.' 'He who 

advances.' 'The Retarder/ 'He Who puts back/ He lets friends advance nearer to His court 
and puts back enemies from His mercy. 

These two names call upon a person to keep ahead in doing piety and make himself better 
than others and keep those people dear who are near to Allah. And, he must put back the 
base self, the devils and those who have been rejected by Allah. He must abide by the rules 
and laws in all his affairs, like doing first what is most necessary and Allah has expedited 
it, and doing last of all that which is least necessary. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a warrior recites Al-Muqaddam or writes it down with him, then 
no one will be able to hurt him in battle. One who recites it very often will become 
obedient to Allah. 

If anyone recites Al-Muakhkhar one hundred times then he will not find peace with other 
than Allah. He who recites it one hundred times every day will have all his tasks 
accomplished. He who recites it forty-one times will have an obedient soul. 

73,74 AL-AWWAL, AL-AAKHIR: "The First.' 'The Last/ These names call upon a person to 
hasten to obey Allah's commands and to worship Him and to sac rife his life for Allah's sake. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone does not have a male child then he must recite this name 
Al-Awwal forty times every day for forty days. He will have his desire. Some authorities 
say that for a son, affluence or any other desire, he must recite this name one thousand 
times each night for forty Thursday nights (preceding Friday). Insha Allah (if Allah wills) 
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he will get his desire. 

If anyone lives his last days and has spent a sinful life then he must make the name Al- 
Aakhir his constant petition. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will have a pious ending. 

75,76 - AZ-ZAHIR, AL-BATIN: 'The Manifest/ 'The Hidden/ His creation is evidence of 
His perfect attributes. And He is concealed in His Being and ancientness. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites the name Az-Zahir five hundred times after the 
salah (prayer) of ishraq, Allah will make his eyes bright and radiant. If anyone fears a 
windstorm, rain or cyclone, he must recite this name very often. There will be peace and 
security. If it is inscribed on the walls of the house, they will be safe. 

If anyone recites Ya Batin thirty-three times every day, Allah will make him know the 
secrets. If he repeats it constantly, then whosoever sees him will become his friend. 

77 - AL-WAALI: "The Omnipotent/ 'He Who exercises authority over everything/ The 
demands of this name on a person are as of Al-Wakil. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone writes this name on an old earthen pitcher, fills it with 
water and strikes it at the wall of his house, then his house and walls will be safe from rain 
and other kinds of trouble and will be well inhabited. 

This aim can also be achieved by reciting this name three hundred times. 

If this name is recited eleven times to subjugate someone, that person will become his 
follower, obedient to him. 

78 - AL-MUTA'ALI: 'The Most Exalted.' This name calls on a person to do what has 
been stated against Al-Aliyey. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name very often then he will overcome 
whatever difficulty he faces. A pregnant woman will not face the travails of childbirth if 
she recites this name during her pregnancy. 

79 - AL-BARR: 'He treats kindly.' This name calls upon a person to give kind treatment to 
his parents, teachers, religious elders, relatives and all associated with him. 

CHARACTERISTICS: This name should be recited during cyclones, windstorms, 
rainstorms, etc. If this name is recited seven hundred times and a child is placed under 
Allah's protection, it will remain safe from all trails till adulthood. If an alcoholic and an 
adulterer recite it seven times every day, Allah will turn them away from these sins. 

80 - AT-TAWWAB: 'The oft-Retuming.' 'The Relenting/ He accepts repentance. 
Tawabah (repentance) actually means 'to return/ When it is used for a creature, it means 
'to return from sin, or turn away from it.' It is to be ashamed for having committed a sin 
and to return to Allah. When this word is used for Allah, it implies that He turns with 
mercy and enablement towards the creature. When a person commits a sin, Allah enables 
him to repent making him realize that he is liable to be punished. And, when he repents to 
Allah, Allah turns towards him with His mercy and forgives him. Hence, the fact is that 
Allah's tawabah (relenting) precedes the creature's Tazvbah (repentance). Without Allah's 
relenting, the creature does not repent. Hence, it is said: 



{He relented towards them, so that they might repent} (9:118) 
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Hence, a person should always hope for Allah's mercy and be convinced that his 
repentance will be accepted. He must not be pessimistic. He must forgive others their 
lapses and accept apologies of others as many times as they make. Not only that, he must 
also reward them. He must himself repent to Allah and be ashamed of his sins. He must 
not delay repentance but submit to the command: 

(Hurry to make repentance before death.) 

Here is a didactic account. There was a minister of a kingdom. His name was Eesa ibn 
Eesa. Once, he was going somewhere with a group of riders as normally happens. The 
people asked each other about him. An old woman was sitting on the path and she heard 
the people ask about him, so she remarked, "They ask, 'Who is he?' who can he be? He is a 
creature who is rejected by the Divine sight and is being tried in this condition (lost in 
worldly glory)." Eesa ibn Eesa heard her, returned post-haste to his dwelling, abandoned 
his minstership, repented to Allah, gave up all worldly ambitions and went to Makkah and 
settled there. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name three hundred and thirty times after the 
snlah (prayer) of chaast, Allah will cause him to make a perfect repentance (where after all 
sins are forgiven). If anyone repeats this name much too often, then all his affairs are 
concluded in a very right manner and he will not he at peace without obedience and 
worship. Ailah will forgive a person his sins if he prays after the salah (prayer) of chaast, 
insha Allah (if Allah wills): 




81 - AL-MUNTAQIM: 'He Who takes retribution.' He punishes the disbelievers and the 
rebels. This name binds a person to avenge his main enemies, his base soul and the devil. 
The greatest of these enemies lis the nafs amarah (baser self) that should be punished by 
subjecting it to severe hardship. Bayazid Bustami was once diverted from his nightly 
routine of worship. He punished his soul by depriving it of water for one your. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone cannot cope with his enemy, then he must recite this 
name for three Fridays manning. His enemy will become his triend. 

If this name is recited at midnight for some purpose then that will be achieved. 

(81 A) According to a version, another sahabi other than Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah 

reported here a name of Allah, AL-MUNTM: 'The Bestower.' 'The benefactor.' If 
anyone recites it constantly then he will never be dependent on any other person. 

82 - AL-AFUW: 'He Who pardons.' 'The Mild.' This name calls on a person to observe the 
same things as he is required to do by Al-Ghafur. 

Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) Abdul Haq writes in his sharh (explanatory book) on 
Asma ul Husna that Al-Afuw Who obliterates sins is very near in meaning to Al-Ghafur, 
yet Al-Afuw lz more deeper and eloquent than Al-Ghafur, because ghufran means 'to 
conceal' so Al-Ghafur (or Al-Ghaffar) is to conceal sins. A1 Afuw,. On the other hand, is to 
erase and means 'to forgive sins and obliterate them.' 

So, a person may have sinned much, yet he is much hopeful of Allah's forgiveness because 
of His attribute Al-Afuw. This is why it is disallowed to disgrace any sinner because it is 
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not unexpected that Allah may forgive him and erase his sins all at once, for observing the 
limits and commands of Shari'ah (Islamic law). 

This name calls upon a person to ignore shortcomings of people and to forvie them. They 
should fall under the purview of 

if-cik U31J 

{(who) restrain their anger and are forgiving towards mankind- And Allah loves the 
good-doers.} (3:134) 

CHARACTERISTICS: If a person has committed many sins then he must make this name 
his continuous petition. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), all his sins will be forgiven. 


83 - AR-RAUF: 'He Who is full of pity/ 'The Affectionate.' A person is required by this 
name to follow the same guidance as under Ar-Rahim. 

It is said that the nighbour of a person was very evil. When he died, he did not offer his 
funeral salah (prayer). Later, someone else saw him in his dream and he disclosed to him 
that Allah had forgiven him but he should say to the man who did not offer his funeral 
salah (prayer): 




{If it were you who owned the treasures of the mercy of my Lord, you would 
certainly withhold them for fear of expending.} (17:100) 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone intends to free an oppressed person from the grip of an 
oppressor then he should recite this name ten times. The cruel one will accede to his 
recommendation. 

If anyone recites it constantly, then his heart will become mild. He will make friends and 
others will befriend him. 


84- MAALIK UL-MULK: 'The Owner of Sovereignty.' 'The Eternal Soveign.' This name 
demands jof a person what is mentioned against Al-Malik. 

Shah Wali4i'4*p-j said, "O man! Keep to one gate. Only Allah's gate, so that very many gates 
are opened for you. And, bow down your neck before only one King, meaning Allah, so 
tht very many necks are bowed before you." Allah says: 


&,\ )-*■ 15J cs; VI. lv? ^ • A 9 


{There is not a thing but its treasures are with Us.} (15:21) 


CHARACTERISTICS: He who recites this name constantly will be happy. His ambitions 
will conclude very well. The characteristics of the next name Dhul Jalali wa al-Ikram are 
the same. 


85 - DHUL JALALI WA AL-IKRAM: 'The Lord of Majesty and Bounty.' He who 
recognizes Allah's Majest should humble himself before Him. He who recognizes His 
Bounty Should be graeful to Him. No one else beside Him may be obeyed or beseeched for 
one's needs. A person should try to attain greatness and be kind to Allah's creatures. 

86 - AL-MUQSIT: 'The Just, The Equitable.' This name calls upon a person to do the same 
things as the name Al-Adl call on him. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one hundred times, then he will be safe 



451 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAAB1H 


Vol.2 


from the devil's temptations. If he recites it seven hundred times then he will get his 
desires fulfilled. 

87 - AL-JAMI: 'The Gathers.' 'The Assembler.' He will assemble the people on the day of 
resurrection. This name calls on a person to embrace knowledge, deeds and perfections of 
soul and body. He should be lost in thought of Allah, and get peace of heart through dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah), and develop an awareness of the attributes of Allah and inculcate them. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone relatives are dispersed then he must have a bath at the 
time of chaast, raise his face towards the sky and recite this name ten times, withdrawing 
one finger inwards each time. Then he should wipe his hands on his face. Insha Allah (if 
Allah wills), in a short period of time they will all come together. 

88 - AL-GHANI: 'The Self-Sufficient.' 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is greedy and insatiable then he must touch each of his 
limbs and recite Al-Ghani stroking the limb with his hand from up to down. Allah will 
deliver him of the evil. He who recites this name seventy times every day will have his 
wealth and property blessed and he will never become helpless. 

89 - AL-MUGHNI: 'The Enricher.' These names call upon a person to be absolutely free 
of all creatures and mindless, and depend only on Allah for all his needs. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one thousand times every Friday for 
ten consecutive Fridays then he will be independent of the creatures. 

90 - AL-MANI: 'The Withholder.' He restrains His salves from loss and destruction of this 
world and religion. This name calls upon a person to withhold his self and nature from base 
desires and so make himself immune to destruction and loss of the religion and the world. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If husband and wife disagree, then this name should be recited 
twenty times while approaching the bed. Allah will remove anger and disagreement. 

(89A) In his Sherh (explanatory book) Asma ul-Husna, Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) 
Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dalawi has mentioned before the name Al-Mani, the name 
.AL-MUTI, 'The Giver.' He has explained the two names: 'He gives what He wishes to 
whom He wishes and withholds, what He wishes from whom He wishes.' 

^ U3 && 'jj j&\ uj>;u v 

(There is no one to withhold what He gives and no one to give what He withholds.) 
Thus, when a person knows that Allah alone gives and withholds, he must hope for His 
. grant and fear His withholding. 

This name demands of a person to grant to Allah's pious slaves and the deserving and not 
give to the sinners and cruel people. He must grant his heart and soul the light of presence 
and obedience and restrain his self and nature from desires and greed. 

The tradition of Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** & does not mention Al-Mu'ti. So, 
withholding would imply rejection and destruction. 

Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) Abdul Haq Au+p-j writes the characteristic of Al-Mu'ti that 
if anyone continues to pray (^uJij^wu) (O Bestower on the supplicants) very much then he 
will not depend on other for his needs. 

91,92 AL-DAARR, AN-NAAFI: 'He Who distresses.' 'The Benefactor.' 
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Qushayri said that these names point out that everything is in Allah's hands. He who 
submits to His decree will find a life of ease and comfort. He who does not submit will face 
difficulty and distress. Allah says: 




b J cL*lia~^9 J {jphkj 



"He who accepts My decree and endures My trial and gives thanks for My bounties 
in My true slave. But, he who does not accept My decree, does not show patience in 
the face of My trial and does not thank Me for My blessings, let him find a Lord 
other than Me." 

In his sharh (explanatory book) Asma ul Husna, Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) Abdul 
Haq M has explained both these names Ad-Daarr and An-Naafi. Only Allah is the 
Master of good and bad, profit and loss. Only He is the Greator of cure of pain, grief and 
anxiety in summer and winter, during a dry and a moist spell. If should not be supposed 
that medicine heals by itself, poison kills, food satiates and water quenches thirst. Rather, 
all these things are to what we have been accustomed. Allah has made them a means. He 
can grow them without these means, and He may not let them grow in spite of these 
means. In the same way, all things of the higher world and the lower world are simply a 
means and causes following Allah's perfect Power. All these things relative to eternity are 
as pen is in the hands of one who writes. Hence, a person must know all losses and profits 
as Allah's decree. He must know that the world of causes (and means) is subject to His 
Power. He must be obedient to the command and decree of Allah and entrust all his affairs 
to Him so that he leads a life that is safe from the creatures and satisfied. 

It is reported that Prophet Musa complained to Allah of severe toothache once. He 

was instructed to apply a certain grass on his teeth. He complied and was relieved of the 
pain. After a period of time, he had toothache once again, so he used the same grass but 
this time the pain increased instead of vanishing. He pleased, "O Lord, this is the same 
grass that you had prescribed but this time the pain has aggravated." He was reminded, 
"Last time you had turned to Me. This time you turned to the grass while I am the One 
Who cures." 


These names demand of a person to obey the commands of Allah and the instructions of 
Shari'ah (Islamic law) to tackle the enemies of Islam. He must help the creatures of Allah. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone repeats the name Ad-Daar one hundred times on the 
nights preceding Friday, Allah will give him peace at the station desired by him. He will 
attain the degree of nearness. If anyone travels by boat or ship and recites the name An 
Nafi forty one times every day, Insha Allah (if Allah wills) he will never suffer harm. 

If he recites it forty one times while beginning his tasks then all his tasks will be concluded. 
according to his desire. 

93 - AN-NUR: 'The Light.' He brightens the heavens with the stars, the earth with the 
Prophets and the ulama (Scholars) and the hearts of the Muslims with light of awareness and 
obedience. A person is required by this name to make himself radiant with faith and awareness. 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites on Friday morning surah an-Nur seven times and 
this name one thousand and one times then Allah will cause his heart to be radiant. 
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If anyone repeats this name every morning, his heart will be radiant. 

94 - AL-HADI: 'The Guide/ This name calls on a person to guide Allah's creatures to the 
right path Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) Abdul Haq i»u*>-j has explained it in Sharh 
(explanatory book) Asma ul Husna. 'It means to show the path and take to the destination 
and the objective. Hence, Allah is the Guide of all who go on the paths. He is the Guide if 
anyone is on a worldly path and also when he walks the path of the hereafter.' 

In short, Allah guides in a number of ways and there is no limit to His kinds of guidance. 


<j±s> 


{Who gave everything its creation, then guided (it)}(20:50) 

He is the One Who guides the new-born to suckle its mother. However, the best and the 
most glorious guidance is the one that leads to Allah and to the great blessing of His sight, 
and to create in the inside of the chosen ones the light of Divine enablement search of the 
mysteries that is a means of guidance to awareness and obedience. 

The most fortunate of all the creatures with a share of this name Al-Hadi are the Prophets 
p!>LJithe awaliya (Allah's friends) i» {►***-.> and the ulama (Scholars) in (**•*>> They guide 
Allah's creatures to the straight path. The chief of the Prophets, the seal of the Messengers 
,jL.j Aif.ii is the true reflection of this name. He is the greatest and the highest ranked 
guide in this universe. 




Dhun Nun Misri said that three things count among the high qualities of the saintly people. 

i. To bring the depressed and grieved to broadness of heart and happiness. 

ii. To remind the neglectful of Allah's blessings. 

iii. To guide the Muslims with the pronouncement of monotheism to the true path 
which is to divert their hearts from the world to religion and from the thought of 
livelihood to the hereafter. 


CHARACTERISTICS: Allah will raise to the degree of the possessor of awareness one 
who puts his hands up, looks towards the sky and recites the name Al-Hadi very of ten and 
wipes his hands on his eyes and face. 

95 - AL-BADI: 'The Originator.' 'The Deviser.' 

He who makes the sunmh(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^3 aJp in j~p) his amir 
(decider)over his speech and deeds has a mind, thought and tongue moulded in wisdom 
and Shari'ah (Islamic law). But, he who makes desires his amir (decider) over his speech 
and deeds practices bid'ah or innovation. 

Qurayshi said that our path is based on three principles: 

(i) To follow the noble Prophet^jA-if in in manners and deeds, and in food 

and drink that should be lawful. 

(ii) To speak the truth always. 

(iii) To form a sincere intention for all deeds. 

He also said that if anyone has a soft comer for an innovator then Allah removes the 
sweetness of sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^jAUf iii from his deeds. If 
anyone respects an innovator then Allah removes the light of faith from his heart. 
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CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone becomes grieved or faces a difficult task then he must recite 

Seventy thousand times, or one thousand times. Insha Allah (if Allah wills), he will be 
relieved of his grief and his task will be accomplished. 

If anyone makes ablution, faces the qiblah and recites it till he goes to sleep then he will 
dream of what he wishes to see. 

96 - AL-BAQI: 'The Eternal/ 'The Everlasting/ 

CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name one hundred times on Thursday night 
regularly, then all his deeds will be accepted and he will not be afflicted with sorrow or grief. 

97 - AL-WARITH: 'The Supporter/ 'He Who remains after all that exists will perish and 
Master of all creation/ 

Warith means that when all who exist will perish, all the remaining properties whose 
owners have died will revert to Him. This meaning is in the context of the literal 
implication of wraith, otherwise the fact is that only Allah is the absolute Owner of 
everything in the universe, from infinity to eternity, without any change. All things are His 
without partnership of anyone and He alone is the Rear Owner and Master of all things. 
Those with insight always hear (with their conscious ears) 

4JJ J»Jii I (jr^, 

Hence, a person should not worry about his property and inheritance. Rather, he must be 
convinced that he has to leave behind everything and go away form the world. This is why 
it is said: 




(die before you die) 

This name calls upon a person to use his life to perform deeds that are among the ever 
remaining righteous deeds, like learning and teaching, perpetual charity, and soon. He 
must acquire as much as possible of religious knowledge. He will then become an heir to 
the ProphetSf**-J'*-i* in the real sense. 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone recites this name at the time of sunrise one hundred 
times then he will not go through grief or sorrow. 

He who recites it very often will have all his tasks done well for him. 

98 - AR-RASHID: 'The Guide to the right path/ Some people say that He guides His 
creature's soul to obey and worship Him. He guides his heart to His forgiveness and his 
spirit to His love. The sign that Allah guides anyone is that He inspires him to rely on, and 
entrust all his affairs to, Him. 

It is reported of Ibrahim ibn Adhami'^j that one day he was hungry. So, he gave 
something that he possessed to a man with instruction to pledge it and get him some food. 
But, as he came out, he encountered a man with a donkey asking about Ibrahim ibn 
AdhamHe said , "Forty thousand dinars are loaded on this beast. They are his 
inheritance from his father's legacy. I am his slave and have brought this property to him." 
Then he met Ibrahim <&***-j and handed over the forty thousand dinars to him. Ibrahim ***■j 
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*& said, "If you speak the truth then I set you free it you really are My slave and this wealth 
belongs to me. I also present to you these forty thousand dinars. Now, go away from me." 
When the man departed, Ibrahim*#!***-., said, "My Lord, I had prayed to You only for bread 
but You granted me these many dinars. I swear by You, if You let me die of hunger now, I 
shall not ask You for anything." 


CHARACTERISTICS: If a person is undecided about something then after the salah 
(prayer) of isha but before he goes to sleep, he must recite this name one thousand times. 
He will be informed of the correct course of action. 

If anyone recites this name constantly then all his affairs will conclude without effort from 
him whatsoever. 


99 - AS-SABUR: 'The Most Fore bearing/ He is not hasty in punishing the sinners. 

The word sabr means patience and sabur is 'not to hurry in seizing a sinner and in 
punishing him.' Sabur is nearer in meaning to halim (clemency) but they are differenct in 
that sabur involves forebearance at the moment but ultimately there is a seizing and 
punishment while halim is absolute forebearance. 

Some people say that As-Sabur is He Who inspires a person with patience in his time of 
difficulty. He is Allah alone who gives patience in different ways like when opposing evil 
temptations, engaging in strenuous worship, etc. Hence, a person should always ask Allah 
for patience in difficulty, grief, etc. He must keep away from disobeying Him. 

This name calls on a person not to make haste in doing anything. Rather, he must do it 
calmly and in a composed, dignified manner. He must seek Allah's protection in every grief. 


(2:250) I js LLslJLlT \%2> tl& I3j 

(3:200)jiidsLl I Js\j \pL\jj I jjjlzj I11Ijisf&jJl 


A very deep meaning saying it attributed to a Shaykh (Great religious Scholar), "Sip the 
wine of patience. If you are killed, you are shahid (martyr). If you are spared, you are 
sa'eed (fortunate)." 


CHARACTERISTICS: If anyone is grieved or burdened with hardship, he must recite this 
name thirty-three times. He will have internal satisfaction. 

To quieten enemies, please the rulers and gain acceptance of the people, this name should 
be recited at midnight or at noon regularly. This is very effective. 

This completes the exegesis of the hadith (tradition) of Abu Hurayrah in the 

Miahkat about the ninety-nine names of Alla. Mulla Ali Qari ifo***-j says that there are more 
names besides these in the Quran and the ahadith (tradition). Those in the Quran are: 
Ar-Rab, Al-Akram, Al-A'la, Al-Hafiz, Al-Khaliq, As-Satir, As-Sattar, Ash-Shakir, Al-Aadil, 
Al-Allam, Al-Ghalib, An-Nazir, Al-Faliq, Al-Qadir, Al-Qarib, Al-Qahir, Al-Kafil, Al-Kafi, 
Al-Munir, Al-Muhit, Al-Maalik, Al-Mawla, An-Nasir, Ahkam ul Hakimin, Arhamour- 
Rahimin, Ahsan ul Khaliqin, Dhul Fadl, Dhul-Tawl, Dhul Quwah, Dhul Ma'rij, Dhul Arsh, 
Rafi ud Darajat, Qabil ut-Tawwab, Al-Fa'alul lima yureed, Makhrajul hayya min al-Mayyit. 
These names are from the ahadith (tradition): Al-Hannan, Al-Mannan, Al-Mugith. 
Moreover, the heavenly Books, like the torah, give more names of Allah. 
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THE GREAT NAME 

(JJLiJ ( 3^22 ^- 5 -^ail*I { _^< 9 ^>51 ^ sjJj j4O^J 

slii \zs _liT ijif y *>& iis £ eyJ* is-£M is-Vi oJT sij S' ilii 


(jj! J^jIj (_£Jua jyl olj 4_i I o Jii) j}tjS^JI ~ U^.Vl 


2289. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^L >heard 

a man pray: 


9 „ 

Jla. 


1 V^k&cM J.]j tijs/ljltijl ^JJI jl 03I iiVl oJlVl^lV&l dJfejiLjLi! 


(O Allah, I ask You by virtue of Your, indeed Your, being Allah. There is no God 
besides You Who are the One, the Independent, who begets not nore was begotten, 
and there is none co-equal with Him.) 

He (Allah's Messenger^U pJL«>) said, "He has prayed to Allah with His greatest 
name, by which, when He asked. He gives and, when supplicated. He answers." 1 


COMMENTARY: The more correct thing is that the ism a'zam or the greatest name is 
concealed among Allah's names. No one knows it specifically. It is like the laylatulqadr (a 
specific valuable night). Most of the ulama (Scholars) say, however that the ism a'zam is 
the name 'Allah'. Sayyiduna Sayid Abdul Qadir Jilani said that this is so on condition 
that when the tongue utters 'Allah,' the heart should concur and have the concept of no one 
else besides Him. This name will have the effect of the greatest name only it there is 
nothing else in the heart besides Allah when He is called. 

There are many opinions of the ulama (Scholars) about the ism a'zam. At the conclusion of 
this chapter, we shall enumerate the names which the ulama (Scholars) have called Ism 
a'zam according to their studies. 

'Being asked' (,>->) and 'supplicated' (^) have been distinguished by the scholars. The 
former is 'to want' (^Japt^jUi) (O Allah, give me) and He gives in response. The latter 
(supplication) is to call, like, "O Allah" and He accepts the call, as He says on someone's 
call (isxs-^SJ) (Here am I, My salve). 


JISI Jijj 4 jiiJ & sjjl Uilf uk < m * > 

(pUiS (5 jp„ jVij k# ii Vi ajj V iiii djj .JjL difuT 

H^b alii t£3 jLzj jiiilllJ-i ijji jlis ojJui JJib 


(*L*-L>Crt jJI oljj) — L ^as-laj { j£J!i I 

2290. Sayyiduna Anas .up&^j narrated that while he was sitting with the Prophet 
Muhammad ^UjUpin JL> in the mosque a man offered the salah (prayer) and prayed 
(after that) 


b JkfJlj k.js ^llil >£jl aJj V JUil lid sj_)t iilil 41 J 4 llf 


1 Tirmidhi # 3486, Abu Dawud # 1493, Ibn Majah # 3857, Musand Ahmad # 23103 
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{O Allah, I ask You-and, indeed, praise belongs to You. There is no God besides 
You, Al-Hannan (Who bestows favour). Al-Mannan (The Beneficent), The 
Originator of the heavens and the earth. O Lord of Majesty and Bounty, O The 
Ever-Living, O The self-Subsisting, I ask you.} 

The Prophet Muhammad said thereafter, "He has supplicated Allah by 

virtue of His greatest name by which when supplicated He answers, and when 
asked He gives." 1 


gj&yi in j_sj j(i jhj jiiii j-^^In .jJ iyj ,Uii cAj <v w) 


2291. Sayyidah Asma bint Yazid^ii'^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
jU* said, "The greatest name of Allah is found in these two verses: 

{And your God is One God. There is no God but He, the Compassionate, the 
Merciful} (2:163) 

And the opening of Aal Imran 

{Alif Laam Meem, Allah! There is no God but He, the Ever-Living, the self- 
subsisting.}^:!) 2 


PRAYER OF PROPHET YOUNUS 

cJa? jj>j AjJ 1*5 lit v _^ , j j£31 (jj Sj£S jSjZtj 4lll (Jll (Jll JJLi u*~J 

^ 4,(^1 vi ^ j Jij u. pjb ^ ^uii 1 6^ ^ ^^ 


, 2292. Sayyiduna Sa'd narrated that Allah's Messenger JL» said, "The 

supplication of Dhu an-Nun(Younus) while he was in the belly of the fish: 





{There is no God but You. You are without blemish. I am one of the wrong-doers,} 
Is such that if a Muslim uses it (to supplicate Allah), surely he will get an answer." 3 


COMMENTARY: Allah had sent Sayyiduna Younus Ninewah to guide its people. 

They rejected his preaching and refused to believe. So, Allah revealed to him that he 


1 Abu Dawud # 1495, Nasai # 1300, Ibn Majah # 3858, Musand Ahmad # 3-120 Tirmidhi. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3489, Abu Dawud # 1496, Ibn Majah # 3855 

3 Tirmidhi # 3516, Musand Ahmad # 1-170 
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should warn the citizens of Ninewah that, after a three day respite, they would be 
punished. He conveyed to them the warning and himself departed from the city. At the 
appointed time, a dark cloud could be seen approaching the city. Gradually, it came over 
the city and stopped moving. Something like smoke came out of it. When they observed 
the impending punishment, the people took their women, children and animals to the 
wilderness. There, they separated children from their mothers and young of the animals 
from their mothers, and began to cry loudly. They raised their voices and cried bitterly, 
repenting from disbelief and sin and expressing their faith. They called out 

(O The Living ever since there was no living being. There is no God but You.) 

So, Allah put off the punishment that has threatened them. 

After some time. Prophet Younus came towards the city to see what had happened. 

He saw that everything was safe and the people were alive, going around their chores. He 
felt very ashamed that he was proved wrong and had lied, but he did not know that the 
punishment had been upon them and was removed. He did not think it wise to go to the 
city, so he turned back to the river and boarded a ship to go to the other side of the river. 
However, the ship seemed not to budge, try as they may. The members of the crew said, 
"It looks as though a runaway slave is among us who has fled from his master. They drew 
lots among the passengers. The name of Prophet Yunus was drawn and he 

conceded, "Indeed, I am that runaway slave." So saying, he leaped into the river and a fish 
swallowed him on Allah's command Allah Commanded the fish to keep him well 
preserved in its belly. The fish swam with him across the Nile, the Euphrates and the 
Tigris. He continued to pray to Allah. 



(O Allah, You are the Worshipped, the Ruler and the Absolute. You are without 
blemish. I have wronged myself by departing from my people without your 
permission.) 

Hence, Allah answered his prayer and commanded the fish to cast him out at the banks of 
Nasibayn, a city of Shaam. 

SECTION III dJtih j*MJt 

RESEARCH ON THE GREATEST NAME 


Jio lili sli* jLzj sill J-ijlii M iiXt jtl sSijl cj- < mr > 
^p ji'tj jil iai oep J? jt! s iji lii JjiSt jbi jpj b dill ai 

jlil Id <>& jjj SlgjljSisjJ lid dJlcjildJl^l 

(jjlJ b d*ll oli14_> ££.3 \S\J iJasA fj J \S\ sill Jli li5 jXZj 

Jilt Jli9 <J-£ dill ^jJ!J (Jjij }&$£.{* JjS Jll \*J1a Ui ojjll *1)1 
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(&L>J 0aAc, Aj 1 A)1 



2293. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that he entered the mosque with Allah's 

Messenger for the salah (prayer) of isha. Behold! A man was reciting the 

Quran (in salah (prayer)), his voice raised. He said, "O Messenger of Allah, will 
you say that this man is a hypocrite?" He said, "Rather, a believer who repents (his 
voice raised unintentionally)." Abu Musa Al-Ash'ary(Who was the reciter in a loud 
voice) recited and his voice was raised. Allah's Messenger ,JL .j Os- *»i began to 
listen to his recitation. Then Abu Musa ; sat down to pray, saying: 


hJ ijis'AJ SJjljjjSiijJ lln lidcJl VI AI Vdll Tdjjl dJi^l jlJ413I 

v£ji od4 j iSjj^JafrTfj Aj| JLS JuaJ 


^ jUU di 4l)l All (Jj^j AjjXU jd Jll Ui «jA.l Aji JjJo b 

<d£AJl r 1 Cl- 2 jAi cJ I 


(O Allah, I call You to witness that You, surely You, are Allah. There is no God but 
You, Alone, Independent, who begets not nor was begotten and there is none co¬ 
equal with Him.) On that, Allah's Messenger said, "Indeed, he has 

asked Allah with His name by which if asked. He grants and if supplicated. He 
answers." Buraydah*^^^ asked, "O Messenger of Allah, may I inform him what 
I heard from You?" He said, "Yes." So, he informed him what Allah's Messenger 
pUjiJs-k had said. And, he said to him, "As of today, you are my true brother 
because you narrated to me a hadith (tradition) of Allah's Messenger^j-OpiSii JL*." 1 


COMMENTARY: We did say earlier that there are many opinions about the isma'zam (the 
greatest name) of Allah. 

Some ulama (Scholars) have said that the name 'Allah' itself is the greatest name. 

Some say that > 411 ^) is the greatest name. 

And so other say: (>») (huwa. He), (to Vt "i) - the kalimah tawhid, (^i^i al-Hayyul 
Qayyum) - (w^UJii_S3u Maalikul Mulk) (la ilaha illAllah) 

Some have said: 

I I CL*J 

Imam Zayn ul-Aabidin^-ii^j is said to have prayed to Allah to disclose to him the greatest 
name. He was told in a dream that it is (Muitv) 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that it is concealed in the asma ul-husna. 

Some others say that it is (,**t)i) (O Allah). 

Some of the predecessors said that if anyone said (p$i)i) then he has prayed to Allah by all 
His names. Hasan Busri 4n***-j said something of this sort. 

Some authorities say that (^') (Alif Laam Meem) is the greatest name of Allah. Others like 
Imam (leader) Ja'far Sadiq ts-to^) said that if a person remembers Allah with any of His 


i^VlAlV&jJlAJl 


1 Razin 
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beautiful names in such a way that he is lost with it and he has no thought inwardly of any 
thing whatsoever but this name, then that name itself is the greatest name. Any prayer 
made by virtue of it will be answered. 

When Abu Sulayman Durrani-ii asked a shaykh (Great religious Scholar) about it, he 

put to him a counter question, "Do you know your heart?" He answered in the affirmative 
and the shaykh (Great religious Scholar) advised, "When you observe that your heart is 
turned towards Allah and your eed. That is the greatest name." 

Some one asked Abu Ar-RabUi' about the ism a'zam. He said write down: (.-&*«in jbi) 
(Obey Allah, He will grant you your prayer). He meant to say that obedience to Allah is in 
itself the ism a'zam, because that makes Allah kind and He accepts. 

He also reported a sufi's saying «) is like the saying (jS) 'Be.' Just as Allah said' 

Be' and creates everything He wishes, so a creature has the basmalah. When he begins 
anything with it (<*-»-that thing is accomplished by its blessings. 

Some scholars say that the supplication encompasses all opinions. Every name that the 
religious authorities have named as the ism a'zam (greatest name) is found in this supplication: 


b Jefi\j oi>LUi H£ b ^?jdLs b ^ikb oJi Vi j ^ JUii v£jl5 iSJ sM 

b fej-i b b ill b ill b ftehs Hr* b j^jlb 5^ Ijjl^l b^ijNlJ 




Cr? b-4-i cLol Vjfllll, V b b jLoc-b b ciob ci>j b <jl>J b cuj b b 




Each of the names mentioned in the foregoing supplication, is ism a'zam. 



CHAPTER - II 

REWARD FOR TASBIH, TAHIMID, jJJ.) Ij J44& Ij Ij*4*. 

TAHLIL ANDTAKBIR ' " " " " - " 



Tasbih is to say SubhanAllah )(Allah is without blemish). Tahmid is to say al Hamulillah 
(Praise belongs to Allah). Tahlil is to say (4n * 511*11 •*) (there is no God but Allah). Takbir is to 
say Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest). 

SECTION I jjtft 

THE BEST SPEECH 


iJUi-Ijil Vl^lViiiJ4i-li 

ijj)cijb<S^bcJi^ vj^j 
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2294. Sayyiduna Samurah ibn Jundub narrated that Allah's Messenger ifo 

said, "The best expressions (of men) are four: SubhanAllah (Allah is without 
blemish), Al-hamdulillah (Praise belongs to Allah), Lailaha illAllah (There is no 
God but Allah), and Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest)." According to a version: 
"The speech dearest to Allah are four: Subhan Allah, Al-hamdulillah, La ilaha 
illAllah and Allahu Akbar." 1 


COMMENTARY: After Allah's words, the speech of men, there are to best words. We have 
qualified them as men's speech because the fourth expression Allahu Akbar is not found in 
the Qur'an. Clearly, that which is not mentioned in the Quran cannot be better than what 
is in the Qur'an. However, another hadith (tradition) has the words: 


asS i jilT 


meaning that (these expressions) are the best expressions after the collective Qur'an and 
these too are part of the Quran. 

This means that 'speech' or 'expression' means human speech as well as Allah's words so 
that these four expressions are the best of Allah's words. In this case, the first three are 
exactly as they are in the Qur'an while though the fourth is not in it in the same words, the 
meaning is conveyed definitely in these words 



{And extol Him with (all) greatness} (17:111) 

It should be borne in mind too that while these four expressions are best, yet in the times of 
conditions when dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is recommended by ahadith (tradition). It is 
better to engage in dhikr (hallowing of Allah) than to make Tasbih, etc at such times and in 
such condition. 

The concluding words of the next version state that it is not necessary to observe to 
sequence mentioned (in the hadith (tradition)). Any of the expressions subhan Allah, al- 
Hamdulillah, la ilaha illAllah or Allahu Akbar may be spoken first. There is no harm in 
that. However, Teebi Wj said that it is preferable to observe the sequence and permissible 
to alter the sequence. 


THE MERIT OF THOSE THINGS 


sill jLj «bi j-2> 4)1 jj-Sj j(J jlS SJ&A if\ &S 


2295. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "That I should say subhan Allah, al-Hamdulillah, la. ilaha illAllah and Allahu 

Akbar is dearer to me than that on which t he sun rises." 2 


ijj HiU (J <1)1 (Jl! u-a jXlj $3 Jti iufcj 


(«Qp I jjj fjAfl iLjfc? v. - j i g bUakcLlaa. 


1 First version: Bukhari (Book 83, Chapter 19 heading), Ibn Majah # 3811, Musand Ahmad # 5-10, 
Second version: Muslim # 12-2137 

2 Bukhari # 6405, Muslim # 28-2691, Musand Ahmad # 2-375. 
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2296. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone says 

t 

0 1 ■ y,£^ ( ^w i 


(Allah is Glorified with His praise) 

One hundred times a day, then his sins are obliterated even if they are like the foam 
of the sea." 1 

COMMENTARY: Tubi in -uj-j said this one hundred recitation could be in one sitting or 
several during the day. The better thing is in one sitting. 


jjj 7 

(JlsUijiLo (JLs jLi.1 Vj,4Jplii. U.A < J-439lj2uSb23l^aJ5 jLa.1 ObjUSJ-*4jU 


2297. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^L-j-uipiai ju> 

said, "If any one says in the morning and in the evening one hundred time each: 


djj l V « j l>>? Ml 


Then no one will bring, on the day of resurrection, anything better than he unless 
he says as he says, or says more than it." 2 

COMMENTARY: If another brings as many deeds as the first person by reciting t he words 
one hundred times and more than that, he will bring more deeds. 

One explanation is that 'or' stands for 'and' in the hadith (tradition). 






2298. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated Allah's Messenger ^jaJpauiJLo said, 

"Two expressions are light on the tongue but heavy in the scale (because of the 
reward they fetch) and are dear to Ar-Rahman (the most Merciful, the 
compassionate). 




{Allah is glorified and with His praise. Allah is Glorified, Mighty.} 3 

iJ\ jul ^ 

7^4 (Jb> ^li 'jLs* oolt Ujiil 1 * ■ - -(yi J4li <dLis a.L iS. v_all ^ cl—~S3 

cJ- 4 Jlii lljj . 31414 . J5f Jisi jit £3^ J5i *5 4^531 

.<£j4£JU jUj Md 1 P & 


1 Bukhari # 6405, Muslim # 28-2691, Musand Ahmad # 2-375. 

2 Muslim # 29-2692, Tirmidhi # 3536, Musand Ahmad # 2-371 

3 Bukhari # 6682, Muslim # 31-2694, Tirmidhi # 3478, Ibn Majah # 3806, Musand Ahmad # 2-232. 
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2299. Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas narrated that while they were with 

Allah's Messenger one day, he asked, "Is any of you unable to earn every 

day one thousand pieties?" One of those sitting around with him asked, "How may 
one of us earn one thousand pieties (every day)?" He said, "Let him glorify Allah 
with subhan Allah one hundred times. One thousand pieties will be recorded for 
him or one thousand sins will be erased from him." 

In the version of Burqani instead of 'or', the words are: 'and ... will be erased." So, 
it is in Al-Humaydis book. 1 

COMMENTARY: The version in Tirmidhi, Nasai'I and Ibn HIbban has the word (and ) 
instead of (jl) (or). In Arabic (j) (and) is used for (y) (or) sometimes. Anyway the 
interpretation in each case is that if anyone recites these Tasbih, one thousand pieties are 
recorded for him if he has no sins against him. If he has committed sins then one thousand 
sins will be forgiven to him. 

TASBIH & TAMHID ARE BEST EXPRESSIONS 


sin jiiiiu jti & jlij sin S* *iji Sj-x iks p </ cj-3 (vr ' 


I x 

a o\jj) -.0 jJJ 1 ^ 


2300. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger was 

asked, "Which expression is the best?" He said, "That which Allah has chosen for 
his angels: (a-u^jiiitj*~.)." 2 

COMMENTARY: This expression is a combination of the four expressions. 




and their brief rendering. It rejects polytheism which is the essence of tahlil which is turn 
confirms Allahu Akbar. 


KIND OF DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH), NOT HOW MUCH 

•j fti)i Ja ua4 & tpjLj fin S* & -Jj (Tr ‘' ) 

jlS JjSdJ J ,\(jtil Je jU jll lsJ4. &SJJX ^sJSss^Si 

eJ i Uj dJjjjl ol> Jj-te oli# &j\ pSi! dil 3& jL,j ill ^ill 


✓ 9 1 ^ 9+ ✓ ^ 

(^J aol jj) jlJLajAiJS' 5Jkf o Jk4ig-9 4jJ 1 ^ 


2301. Sayyiduna Juwayriy-ah ** ^ narrated that one morning the Prophet 

Muhammad ( *JL. J Up<aaJL* went out from her for the salah (prayer) of fajr. She was on 
her prayer rug. He came back after the (salah (prayer) of) duha and she was still 
sitting on the prayer rug. He asked, "Have you not ceased to be on the position on 
which I ported from you?" She said, "Yes!" The Prophet Muhammad 
said, "After you, I have repeated four expression three times and if they are 
weighed againt what you have recited today, they would outweigh them." (And he 


1 Muslim # 37-2698, Musand Ahmad # 1-174. 

2 Muslim # 84-2731 
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mentioned them:) 


jl 4,0 1 a 0 JtP o jtiJ 1 s, » 


{Allah is glorified and with His praise to the number of His creatures / as pleases 
Him, to the weight of his throne and t o the extent of His words.} 1 
COMMENTARY: The words 'to the extent of His words' could mean His Boks, His 
scriptures or His names or His attributes. They could mean His commands, too. 

This hadith (tradition) tells us that dhikr (hallowing of Allah) relies on quality not on 
quantity, Fewer Tasbih recitations whose meanings are deep and are made with much 
devotion are better than those that do not have such meaning and do not emanate from a 
dedicated heart though they may be very lengthy. The same axiom applies to recitation of 
the Quran with contemplation and a full attention mind, even of a verse, against a 
recitation of long passages without reflection. 

SEEKING REFUGE FROM THE DEVIL 




Aiiaij J Si u iLM s> iJu ^jj j % j ^ _$ jjiii a £ 

j£.\ oIj J.)j (^p4j j jj ^ t/i I j J-?* bj kl£. 






2302. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone says: 



(There is no God but Allah who is Alone and has no partner. To him belongs the 
dominion and for Him is all praise. And, He is over all things powerful,) 
one hundred times a day, then he will get a reward the like of setting free ten 
slaves, one hundred pieties will be recorded for him, one hundred bad deeds will 
be removed from him and it will be for him a protection from the devil that day of 
his till evening. No one will bring anything better than what he brings except a man 
who performs more than he does." 2 

COMMENTARY: It seems that if anyone recites these words in the evening then he will get 
protection from the devil till morning. 

If anyone recites these expressions more than one hundred times then he will earn so much 
more reward. These expressions may be recited at one time preferably, or at different times 
to add up to one hundred. They must best be recited in the morning. 


LA HAWLA WA LA QlftV ATAH 


(jS&l Jssi yis 4 >Lj slit Ja ill 5 M (!£ (jlS I ^$1 q\ <' rT ' ,r > 
V J,i Jj jJUS\ JS I pz jj jLzj & lilt j-* jbl jj-ij jtis jSh L 


1 Muslim # 29-2726, Ibn Majah # 3808. 

2 Bukhari # 6403, Muslim # 28-2691, Tirmidhi # 3474, Musand Ahmad # 4-60, Ibn Majah H 3798.. 
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I <J)1 CjI i(j^C-A j jJ 



£ j % 4jJ)Jbc- b (Jlis £2£l3b VISJ3 Vj V <LaLa. lilj (JUiS 4T.Lv I J ij~ £ ' 0-$ 


2303. Sayyiduna Abu Musa Al-Ash'ary narrated that we were with Allah's 

Messenger (JUjUfriijLo on a journey. The people began to call the takbir in a loud 
voice. So Allah's Messenger said, "O you people, be mild to Yourself you 

are not calling one who is deaf or away. Rather, you are calling one who hears and 
sees. He is with you. He whom you call is nearer to any of you than the neck of his 
riding beast." 

Abu Musa added: And I was behind him saying to myself (there is no 

might and no power save in Allah). He (the Prophet Muhammad (►JL- jUp.ai JU>) said (to 
me by my kunyah). "O Abdullah ibn Qays, shall I not lead you to a treasure of the 
treasure of paradise?" 1 submitted, "Of course, O Messenger of Allah!" And, he said: 


-dJLYlsyVjJyvV 

(There is neither might nor power save through Allah). 1 

COMMENTARY: It is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad Up m j~e>) to call the 
takbir (Allahu Akbar, Allah is the Greatest) when ascending a height. The Sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) did so loudly. Or, takbir could also mean dhikr (hallowing 

of Allah). So, this would mean that they made remembrance of Allah in a loud voice. 

The words (oil* *i\ oji v j j^) are called a treasure because one who recites them earns very 
much reward and he enriches himself with its blessings as anyone does with worldly 
treasures, though worldly possessions have no comparison to it. 

The masha'ikh say about (^uniajj’iijj^) that this dhikr (hallowing of Allah) helps promote 
deeds more than any other dhikr (hallowing of Allah) does and the blessings derived from 
it surpass those form any other from of dhikr (hallowing of Allah). The true meaning of 
these words is: 'the strength to keep away from sin and the energy to a able to worship 
Allah are granted only by Allah." 

SECTION II 

REWARD FOR TASBIH & TAMHID 


a»}\ 4 UI 


jsi & j aisi J-& -is* jj-y jis $ 


2304. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger ,*JL.jUn3ii jl> said, 'If 

anyone says 


» LaJ I 4iJ I ^ Hi 


(Allah is Glorified with his praise) 


1 Bukhari # 6384, Muslim # 44-2704, Tirmidhi # 3385, Abu Dawud # 1526, Ibn Majah # 3824,. Musand 
Ahmad # 19616 
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then a palm tree is planted for him in paradise." 1 
COMMENTARY: The palm tree is mentioned because it is most beneficial and its fruit is 
very good. 

AN ANGELS CALL EVERY MORNING FOR TASBIH 




(lS-^jOI oljj) -(jr-joill 1 

2305. Sayyiduna Zubayr **-an ^ j narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL.j-a* ^ said, 
"There is no morning on which the creatures wake up but a crier calls. 'Glorify the 
king, the sacred." 2 

COMMENTARY: Every morning an angel spurs mankind to sound these words or these 
others: 


djj 1 T 


i jg <)jjj I ^ 


Or, the hadith (tradition) means that in the morning, an angel assures mankind that their 
Lord is without blemish. 


BEST DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) IS LA ILAHAILLALLAH 

>dbi jjlij dii v J'lu JilT jLj in Ja jjij Jtl cAj W'V 

(j^lj ijjj* jJLlI) — jilj. JL^jLI 


2306. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger JLo said. The 

most excellent dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is (-an •it *i) and the mot excellent 
supplication is (o>x«jJUi , shAliv) (respectively, Laila ill Allah and alHamdulillah - there 
is no God but Allah and praise belongs to Allah). 3 
COMMENTARY: The most excellent dhikr (hallowing of Allah) is because Islam 

and faith are based on it. Without it, both these things cannot be sound. 

Some authorities say that it is the most excellent dhikr (hallowing of Allah) because it clears 
the unseen evil attributes in t he heart of the person who makes the dhikr (hallowing of 
Allah). These attributes are sort of the deities of his unseen. This expression has exceptional 
power to cleanse a person's inner nature. Allah says: 

o\yJb Jc£-I £/* > Z «! 


{Have you seen him who takes his caprice to be his god) (45:23) 

With the dhikr (hallowing of Allah), he rejects all gods when he says, 'there is no god' and 
declares the unity of God with 'but Allah..' When the tongue utters these words, its effect 
travels from the external tongue to the internal depths of the heart. This gets the degree of 
conviction and belief of a true God. It illuminates his heart and the unseen and clears out 
all evil and false qualities and finally overwhelms his visible limbs. Thus his visible limbs 
perform only those deeds that are demanded by the declaration and belief, and are the real 


1 Tirmidhi # 3475 

2 Tirmidhi # 3580 

3 Tirmidhi # 3394, Ibn Majah # 3800 
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objective. 

The words (-»-w-Ji) are described as supplication because the Merciful One is praised only 
though prayer and request. It is called most excellent because the true benevolent Allah's 
praise is in the sense of gratitude. Of course, it is apparent that gratitude brings more 
blessings, as Allah says: 



{If you give thanks, certainly I will give you mere} (14:7) 
PRAISE OF ALLAH IS GRATITUDE 


2JJI <l)Jl (JjJliJ (Jb (Jb 0^3 OT»V) 


-iJL zH'jjjt 


2307. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger Jl* 

said "Praise (of Allah) is the essence of gratitude. He who has not praised Allah 
has not thanked Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: Praise of Allah is with the tongue while gratitude is with the tongue the heart 
and the limbs. So praise of Allah is a branch of thanks to Him. Praise is described as essence of 
gratitude because it is an action of the tongue. Allah's praise is best done with the tongue which 
is a representative of all limbs. Hence, praise is an overall expression of gratitude. 

Hence, a person must preserve his external self with the cleansing of his internal self. 


PRAISE OF ALLAH BOTH IN HAPPINESS & DISTRESS 


jLsbSlI Aid-1 jl (Jjl ilJl £131 Jlfl (JU (jl\ CAj 0^* 


2308. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"On the day of resurrection, the first to be called to paradise will be those who 
praise Allah in prosperity and affliction." 2 
(They are pleased with their Lord in either situation.) 


GREATNESS OF LA ILAHAILLAL T AH 


Cl>j I J(J jXZj i&)I jdJ IJJtl Jll (j\^^ ) 

I Xa> (Jjis i£Jjbjy oj b JUi UJI Vji ^b <Jli9 cJ ji-Sl jf llii 


cMj Hii\ sg. & y .Bj l ol>UJ I vL>y ^ji b Jll <u ^ &*, uu 

j.ijj) -li)l Viol's/iS# dJ US flCjilll 


2309. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that Allah's Messenger iajL* 

said that Musa Up said, "O my Lord, teach me that with which I may 
remember you or pray to you." He said, "O Musa, say La ilaha illAllah." He 


1 Bayhaqi Shu'abul Eeman # 4395. 

2 Bayhaqi Sha'abul Eeman # 4373. 
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submitted. "My Lord, all your slaves say that. I intend something which you set 
apart for me." He said, "O Musa, if the seven heavens and their occupants other 
than Me and the seven earth were put in a pan of a scale and la ilaha illAllah in the 
other pan, la ilaha illAllah would outweigh them." 1 

COMMENTARY: Prophet Musa asked for exclusive form of dhikr (hallowing of 


Allah) but Allah told him that the Kalimah tawhid was the most excellent and no other 
dhikr (hallowing of Allah) can surpass it. His request was out of human authority and 
ambition for the exclusive in everything. 

In religion, the exclusive and the excellent things are easily available though very precious. 
The quran and ahadith (tradition) too are very invaluable and exclusive, but people go for 
the petition, rota and prayers that are unknown and have no sanction in the Quran and 
hadith (tradition). 

In conclusion, Allah had Himself inspired Prophet Muhammad Musa to 

put this question so that He would give him the answer. Thus, people would learn of the 
greatness and excellence of the Kalimah. They might make it their constant dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah). 


sillj &l 'f jtS & ,sLj ill jjjl jjjy jl! y l! Ijiji ^ 6*j < T1 "\ •) 

VliOlVsisi VjsJitf jl! LlVlidl V 

IzL I cijaiuii 1? jtl iiii VjaJi ^ jll I5)j 4 A ^ 

Sjk <LJ$J ^ Vi«jl jJS. y 131VJ ail's? jll jL l VI §ji jijjl Vi ali jll 1515 




2310. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed and Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated 

that Allah's Messenger said, 'If anyone says: 




(There is no God but Allah. And Allah is the Greatest) 
his Lord declares him to be true, saying: 

j^ibijbivwiy 

(There is no God but I. And, I am the Greatest). 

When anyone says: 

<1 ojb^y vi «ot v 


(There is no God but Allah who is Alone and who has no partner), Allah says: 

4 y c$ tf \ Vj. so i ^ 

(There is no God but 1.1 am alone and I have no partner). 

And, when anyone says: 


1 Tirmidhi # Sharh us-Sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 
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jl*J-I 4 ) j wULLJI <d <L)I Vl <31 V 

(There is no God but Allah to whom belong all Praise), He (Allah) says: 




(There is no God but I. To me belongs the kingdom and to Me belongs all praise). 
And when anyone says: 


(There is no God but Allah and there is no might and no power save with Allah). 

He (Allah) says: 

iiLVlS^VjJ^VjblVlaJlV 

(There is no God but I. There is no might and no power save with Me)." 

And he (Allah's Messenger (►l-jUp.&ijLp used to say, "If anyone speaks these words in 
his illness of which he dies, hell will not consume him." (He will be safe from 
punishment). 1 


EXCELLENCE OF TASBIH & TAHMID 

Vi Jlis fey CfcJ ^ ^ CA cAj ^ 

I I 9 

plxiJI t Ls Sj£a1}\ ^ II jJ> LSicJj^i.1 


JL; *jg\ &IJ Jill ji> U Jil\ 



2\Jj JIa JjL VI »jl Vj Vj v£i3j djl VI Vj JL> h jUi/J ^14'^ 





2311. Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas *»' y>j narrated that he accompanied the 
Prophet Muhammad ju> on his visit to a woman. She had before her date- 

Seeds or pebbles on which she glorified Allah (using them as a rosary to count). 
The Prophet Muhammad said, "Shall I not tell you of something that is 

easier - or more excellent - then that for you?" (And, he advised her to say:) 


4JJ I ^ ?„mi q (j (3^ *^ Ls J«A£ jlD I 9 I (3^-^’3-^ U jJkC <Lll ^ 

jj> U 5.1c 3 JJI ^ j L>JLl q ifJj, jU 


Allah is glorified to the extent to what He has created in the heaven. Allah is 
glorified to the extent of what He has created on the earth. 

Allah is glorified to the extent of what is between them. 

Allah is glorified to the extent of what He is creating (and will create till eternity). 
And, (recite) 'Allah is the Greatest/ In a like manner, and 'praise belongs to Allah, 
in a like manner, and, 'there is god but Allah,' in a like manner, and, 'there is no 


1 Tirmidhi # 3441, Ibn Majah # 3793 
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might and no power save with Allah/ in a like manner/ 1 
COMMENTARY: Some versions name the woman as Sayyidah Juwayriyah or one 

of the other wives of the Prophet Muhammad pJL- jUea jl*. As for her using date-seeds or 
pebbles, it is the narrator who was unsure which of the two she used for a rosary. 

VALIDITY OF THE PREVALENT ROSARY 
The rosary that is used these days was not found in the time of the Prophet Muhammad 
(jtwj Up k. People used seeds, date stones, pebbles, grit, etc. Some people used thread on 
which they tied knots to count. This hadith (tradition) is evidence that the Prophet 
Muhammad jUpAi jl* did not disallow the woman to use date stones or pebbles. It is also 
evidence for the prevalent Tasbih or rosary as allowable, because there is no difference 
between beads that the threaded and seeds that are not threaded. Both can be used to 
count. It is wrong to say that to use a rosary is a bid'ah or an innovation. The masha'ikh not 
only call it permissible but also describe it as a whip against the devil. 

Indeed, when junayd Baghdadi has attained a very high station, he was asked by a 

man about the rosary in his hand. He said, "How can I abandon that through which I have 
gained nearness to Allah?" 

As for the words in the hadith (tradition) (*_£Ji j**itj), there are two possibilities about it. 
The narrator may have resorted to brevity meaning to say that the Prophet Muhammad JLe 
spoke in a like manner as before when he said 'Allah is glorified to the extent of 
what He created in the heaven/ Allah is t he Greatest to the extent of what He created in 
the heaven/ (To the end). He meant that the Prophet Muhammad spoke the 

next expressions in a like manner to the end. Or, the Prophet Muhammad 
himself chose to be brief and instead of saying 'to the extend.../ he said, 'in a like manner/ 
And, so on with the other expressions (._£bji*<sju^Jij) (praise belongs to Allah), etc. 


REWARD FOR TASBIH TAHMID, TAHLIL, TAKBIR 
dAJl O* J4J*3 4&C 3jJl 0^“ 4^)1 0^3 ^ ^ 

^ SljUiJ L> 4JG 4jJl <5^* O^ v • & Aj\j*3 L 

O *^ ^ Li 3AJI 0*3 <3 o*~* 


1*aJ£ST, <3JJj (J CjIj jJ L> iiUj %\3j0 L> U t>*3 4 j <!s? ^J 

-4aJ- o^ S&3 o\33 - Ja ts SI j J\ Ji- Vl «u 


2312. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb reported from his father that his grand¬ 
father narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If anyone glorified Allah 

(saying subhan Allah) one hundred times in the morning and one hundred times, 
in the evening then he is like one who performs hajj one hundred times. If 
anyone praises Allah (with alHamdulillah) one hundred times in the morning and 
one hundred times in the evening then he is like one who gives one hundred 
horses to warriors to ride in Allah's path. If anyone declares the unity of Allah 


1 Tirmidhi # 3597, Abu Dawud# 1500 




471 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


(saying, la ilaha illAllah) one hundred times in the morning and one hundred 
times in the evening then he is like one who emancipates one hundred 
descendants of prophet Isma'il f r0 m slavery. If anyone extols Allah (with 

Allahu Akbar) one hundred times in the morning and one hundred times in the 
evening then none will bring that day more than what he brings unless he says as 
much as he says or more." 1 

COMMENTARY: The comparison with one who has performed hajj one hundred times 
elucidates that an easy dhikr (hallowing of Allah) with a deep attachment to Allah so that 
the heart is sincere and devoted is more excellent than a strenuous worship which is 
deprived of attention and sincerity and beset with negligence. A deed of a lower degree is 
compared to one of a higher degree as for as its virtue is concerned. 

Some people say that since there is great merit in saying subhan Allah, so its reward is 
increased to be commensurate with optional hajj. 

Donating or lending horses to warriors in jihad is mentioned in order to encourage 
occupation in dhikr (hallowing of Allah). Whatever kind of worship, physical or monetary 
or both combine,d the objective nevertheless is to make dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of Allah, 
and we must remember that in all circumstances the objective is preferable to the means. 
Comparison of dhikr (hallowing of Allah) to setting free and hundred descendants of 
prophet Ismail f'A-Jiu* from slavery is to encourage the poor and they who cannot engage 
in monetary worship. 

The descendants of Prophet Ismail are the people of Arabia who, being related to 

the Prophet Muhammad are meritorious and superior. 

Though it seems from the hadith (tradition) that Allahu Akbar is the most excellent of the 
petitions mentioned in this hadith (tradition), yet the sahih ahadith (tradition) point out 
that the most excellent Tasbih is la ilaha illAllah, followed by al-hamdulillah, Allahu Akbar 
and subhanAllah. Thus none but one who says la ilaha illAlllah will get more reward than 
the reciter of Allahu Akbar. 


JLiilj ^ • jl I (J-£> rijjIJ(Jls OTW) 

ill jl*j &*.Jji s\jj Js. jili UI ail Vi a3i Vj 

43 L 

* 


2313. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr ^ii^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Tasbih is half of the scale while al-Hamdulillah fills it up. And, as 
for la ilaha illAllah there is no screen between it and Allah so that it goes to 
Him (directly)." 2 

COMMENTARY: The reward of merely al-hamdulillah fills the entire scale. And, al- 
Hamdulillah is more excellent than subhan Allah. It could also mean that both are equal so 
that half of the scale is filled by subhan Allah and the rest by al-Hamdulillah. Together, 
they fill the entire. 

La ilaha illAllah is accepted by Allah very quickly, its reciter earns great reward. It means 


1 Tirmidhi # 3482 

2 Tirmidhi # 3529 
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that it is also more excellent than both subhanAllah and al-hamdulillah. 


* > 


2314. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah Aa>i»t^j narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-j-Op^JLp 
said, "If anyone says sincerely (ittuli?) (there is no God but Allah), then the gates of 
heaven are opened for it so that it is carried up to the throne, provided he abstains 
from major sins." 1 

COMMENTARY: For it to be accepted quickly, the condition to abstain from major sins 
applies. As for the reward, that condition does not apply for it. He who recites the kalimah 
(iiiViAliv) gets the reward anyway whether he avoided major sins or not. However, he will 
earn a quick acceptance if he avoids major sins. 


TREE OF PARADISE 


b jtil o *lil jjjj jli jtl 6$! 6*j < Tn 0 > 

Jjj ti\j pUJI ills &jhi &L\ v jj jl %L\j jdlh j* \£\ 

ij- ll* jllj i\ Jj - 9 J$\&\ i 4)1 JUilj 4)1 



2315. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "On the night of isra (ascension to the heavens), I met (Prophet) Ibrahim *4* 
f’M'. He said, 'O Muhammad, convey, to your uinmah (people/followers), my 
Salaam (greeting) and inform them that paradise has an excellent soil, sweet water 
and it is an even plain whose trees are: 




(Allah is Glorified. Praise belongs to Allah. There is no God but Allah. And, Allah 
is the Greatest.) 2 

COMMENTARY: Prophet Muhammad pi -.j Up k J^> Ibrahim conveyed greetings to this 
uinmah (people/followers) at the hands of the Prophet Muhammad pJL»j Up in JL>. So, it is 
binding on every member of this ummah (people/followers) to respond on reading this 
hadith (tradition) (ajis^j k Upj) (and peace be on him and Allah's mercy and His 

blessings). When these expressions are recited as mentioned in the hadith (tradition), trees 
are planted for each recital. 


BETTER TO COUNT PETITIONS AND DHIKR (HALLOWING OF ALLAH) ON 

FINGERS 

<>£& jLj 41)1 J-& 4)1 US jll cJl! I 6a dJ'ij s&4 ( Ym > 

l M * ■ " Vi CjUiabwJ 6V6a ^ q 6s^4-)t5 b 


1 Tirmidhi # 3601 

2 Tirmidhi # 3473, Abu Dawud # 1501, Musnad(book) Ahmad # 6-371 
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( ij i ij ^ o U->) i 

2316. Sayyidah Vusayrah who was one of the woman muhajirs (emigrants to 

Madinah) narrated that Allah's Messenger said to them. "It is binding on 

you women to recite the Tasbih, tahlil and taqdis (that is, to say abv») and (oi>w 
And reckon them on the tips of your fingers, for, they will be 
questioned and made to speak. And, do not be neglectful otherwise you will be 
forgotten for mercy." 1 

COMMENTARY: On the day of resurrection, each limb of mein will testify to his deeds. It is 
as Allah says: 




{On the day when their tongues and their hands and their feet will testify against 
them as to what they used to do.} (24:24) 

On the day of resurrection, the fingers will bear witness to the good and bad deeds their 
master had done in the world. Hence, the Prophet Muhammad said that one 

should count the petitions on the tips of one's fingers. 

It is better to count the repetitions and Tasbih on the fingers though it is allowed to use the 
Tasbih (rosary). This hadith (tradition) also encourages that one should use one's limbs to 
do good work to earn Allah's pleasure and one should preserve them from committing sin 
so that none of the limbs testifies against him. 

SECTION III 

THE BEST PETITION & THE BEST SUPPLICATION 


jUI JLj & iiii Ja in -A .is. JiS oa&j < Tnv > 

ill h iiiij aj v iiLj siii Jl 

iilii ji jlSJ cjui JJi j*j ji» jin* Vi SjS Vj jjs. V ^y'uii 




2317. Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas ** <3# narrated that a villager came to 
Allah's Messenger JL> and said, "Teach me some expression that I might 

repeat." He instructed him to say: 




^3LV!§il Vj 

(There is no God but Allah, Alone, who has no partner. Allah is the Greatest, Great 
indeed. And praise belongs to Him, abundant praise, indeed. And Allah is without 
blemish. Lord of the worlds. There is no might and no power save with Allah, the 
Mighty, the wise.) 

The man said, "These are to remember my Lord. What are for me?" So, he instructed 


1 Tirmidhi # 3594 (Mishkat Arabic has the name Busayrah) 
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him to say: (O Allah, forgive me. Have mercy on me. Guide me. Provide 

for me. Give me security.) The narrator was not sure about (^u) - give me security. 1 
COMMENTARY: The version in Bazzaz's tradition has 


(the High, the Mighty) instead of 

(the Mighty, the wise). Generally, it is read (,*JmH juii) though Muslim transmission has 

TASBIH AND THE LIKE PREVENT SINS 

l| J^ll \ rilJ1JLlj ^ » j l l jy 3 1q (WM) 

J £lzb LfjSi)] J^Ld %Z (illjital sUiiil jlil Jjjll 

li* jlsj 121 j j .Jut, Jjj 

2318. Sayyiduna Anas j narrated that Allah's Messenger ^JLo came up to 

a tree whose leave had dried. The struck its branches with his staff and the leaves 
fell down. He said, "Indeed, (*»ju*«Ji) (Praise belongs to Allah) (^au*-*) (Allah is 
Glorified), aI> *51) (There is no God but Allah) and (jS\ sa) (Allah is the Greatest) 

cause a persons' sins to drop just as the leaves of this tree fall down." 2 

MERIT OF LAHAWLA WA LA QUWAH 

iiii S* jj-ij $ jU teji J & jji.£s cs-i <' rr "> 

4^1 VI ijl 65 kls Vj 4JJ L VI 8 jl 'jj V jl! £*$ jlS ^6? & U jli L Vjsjl 

oib-ij C.IJla 6^^ oljj —6^^ IaL> 5! tl/5 6^.^ «c£. <LSJt 

2319. Sayyiduna Makhul narrated that on the authority of Sayyiduna Abu 

Hurayrah : that Allah's Messenger ^jAi*aiju> said, "Say very often: 

(There is no might and no power save with Allah) 
because it is part of the treasure of paradise." 

Mukhul j said that if any one said: 

Si 1 ^ viij* yi s v 

{There is no might and no power save with Allah. And there is no deliverance from 


1 Muslim # 33-2692 

2 Tirmidhi # 3544 
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(the punishment of) Allah except in (turning to) him} 

Allah will remove from him seventy kinds of hardship, the mildest of which is 
poverty. 1 

COMMENTARY: The expression 1S a treasure on which its reciter will draw 

on the day (of resurrection) when no worldly property will be useful, and children or 
relatives will be of no help. 

Poverty refers to utter indigence of the hearts about which hadith (tradition) says: 




'Poverty drives one to disbelief/ 

Therefore if anyone recites these words, the blessing thereof remove poverty of the heart. 
When he utters them with his tongue and reflects on their meaning, he is convinced that 
everything is from Allah, who decrees both profit and harm. The conviction enables him to 
endure and persevere in the face of hardship and to give thanks for blessing and ease. He 
entrusts his affairs to Allah. In this way, he is pleased with Allah's decree and becomes 
dear to Him. 

Shaykh (Great religious Scholar) Abu al-Hasan &***»j shadhly said that during a journey he 
had the company of a man who gave him advice, "Know well that for good deeds there is 
no saying or deed like (j^-as—that inclines to Allah and to the path of 
His blessings. No other deed can help as it does towards this end/ 


i Ja>l L> 


{And whosoever holds fast to Allah, he indeed is guided to the straight way} (3:101) 
Tirmidhi j»***-j has termed this hadith (tradition) to be reconnected (because Mukhul 
did not hear at all from Abu Hurayah) However this hadith (tradition) is upheld by 

the hadith (tradition) of Abu Musa in the sehah sittah and of Abu Hurayrah 

in Nasa'i and Bazzaz, about the latter having the additional words too (i*^ 

.). In this way, Makhiul's hadith (tradition) is reliable as for as meaning is 

concerned though it is disconnected in t erms of line of transmission. 


i* t \ijs jii §j! jiji V j & sill <i)i jjjy jtl jil Ijijl q\ &-J • 



2320. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah as-M^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said." (The expression) (aMUji^jj^) is a cure for ninety nine diseases of which the 

least serious is anxiety." 2 


jtggdt UilJJ jU JU5&I jjisjii L ijl Vjjji. Vilil 


2321. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah a^aa^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jaJ^Aa 
asked, "Shall I not guide you to an expression that is from under the Throne and is 


1 Tirmidhi # 3612, Musnad(book) Ahmad 4-333. 

2 Kanz ul Uramal # 1956 (Ibn Abu ad-Dunya). 
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from the treasures of paradise: Allah the Exalted, says, 'My slave has 

submitted himself and is obedient." 1 


I ^ p l | 

4UI (piii sjU ^ jIji jii yfej (tv'yt) 

jIji jls Jjj L v'i jji. jl! I Slj ufejVlj .U1315S U j ysUiyi 


(yrijj .Ijj) —^p. \ . . . T .lijli. 

2322. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar reported that (<5a (Glorified is Allah) is the 

worship of the creatures. (*» -u^Ji) (Praise belongs to Allah) is the expression of 
gratitude, (iivuliv) (there is no God but Allah) is the expression of belief in unity of 
Allah (and a means of deliverance from the Fire). (Allah is the Greatest) fills 
the space between the heaven and earth (with its reward). And when a slave (of 
Allah) says (-uiu^is^jjy-^) (there is no might and no power save with Allah). Allah 
the exalted says, 'He has submitted himself and is obedient." 

COMMENTARY: The words are the worship of the creatures' confirms to Allah's 

words: 

{And there is not a thing but glorifies Him with His praise.} (17:44) 

Since all creatures declare that Allah is without blemish, hence it is their worship. 


CHAPTER - III 

AL-ISTIGHFAR WA AT -TAWBAH SEEKING 

FORGIVENESS AND REPENTING ^ 


Istighfar means 'to seek forgiveness of Allah.' Sometimes Tawbah falls under the purview of 
Istighfar, but sometimes it does not fall under it. This is why at -Tawbah is mentioned 
separately in the chapter heading Also, while Istighfar is made with the tongue to seek 
pardon for one's sins from Allah, Tawbah comes from the heart because repentance for the 
past sins and a resolve to abstain in future comes from the depth of the heart. 

Tawbah is to turn away from sins and return to obedience, from negligence to dhikr 
(hallowing of Allah) (remembrance), from absence to presence. 

Allah's forgiving anyone is to conceal his sins in the world from other people and not to 
punish him in the hereafter. 

Junayd Baghdadi was asked about Tawbah. He said, "it is to forget sins in the sense 
that the pleasure derived from it is also scraped from the mind so that one does not recall 
what sin is. 

Suhayl Tastari *#said, "Do not forget sins so that you do not dare to commit sin again 
for fear of Allah's punishment." 

In keeping with Allah's command, (u.**-*in J\yy) {And repent to Allah all together} (24:31), it 
is wajib (obligatory) on everyone to make Istighfar and Tawbah, for no one is infallible and 


1 Bayhaqi in kitab ad-Dawat al-kabir (both # 2320,2321) 
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sinless. Everyone must repent his past sins and abstain in future, and make it a routine to 
seek forgiveness and repent every morning and evening, make expiation for all minor and 
major sins whether willful or un intentional, and he must not deprive himself of obedience 
because of the ominous ness of sins. He must not insist on committing sins and let the 
darkness thereof plunge him into disbelief and hell. 

Four things are necessary for Tawbah to be correct They are of the category of conditions. 

(i) Repentance should be made merely for fear of Allah's punishment and in 
obedience of his command. There should be no other reason for it, like hoping 
for people's admiration, or because of weakness or poverty. 

(ii) There should be a true sense of guilt and remorse for the past sins. 

(iii) Desist from every kind of sin both openly and in secret. 

(iv) Make a firm, determined resolution not to commit sin again under any 
circumstances. 

The correct repentance and resolution is for one to examine himself from the time he 
attained puberty till he makes the repentance - for this entire period. He must see what sins 
he has committed and make amends for each of them. If he has neglected salah (prayer), 
fasting. Hajj, zakah or other obligations then he must redeem them. He must not be slack in 
redeeming the prescribed obligation by occupying himself in the supererogatory, fard 
kifayah (adequate obligation) and such worship. 

If he has perpetrated the unlawful things like consuming wine or doing any other absence 
deed, he must repent and seek forgiveness and, at the same time, disburse charity to the poor 
and needy in Allah's name. In this way, repentance will be accepted by Allah. He must have 
faith in Allah's mercy and, insha Allah (if Allah wills)he will be forgiven Allah says: 

Oil Z&O*’ 

{And He is (Allah) who accepts repentance from His servants and pardons evil 

deeds.} (42:25) 

This for was concerning sins committed in violation of rights of Allah. If anyone has 
committed sins violating rights of fellow men or had caused them loss then he must seek 
forgiveness of Allah for disobeying Him and also make emends for the rights violated of 
fellow men. He must seek their forgiveness and if he had misappropriated their wealth, he 
must repay it to them. If had backbitten them or caused them mental agony or physical 
torture then he must request them to pardon him. If he had wronged anyone in such a way 
that naming the wrong committed could lead to mischief or illwill then he must ask for 
pardon in general words without naming the wrong, but if even without naming the 
wrong, there is likelihood of the situation aggravating then he must not broach the subject 
with him but turn to Allah for pardon, do good deeds and give charity to earn Allah's 
pleasure. Allah will compensate the man who was wronged in the world and he will 
reward him out of His pleasure and get him to be pleased. If the person he had wronged is 
dead then his heirs represent him, so the wrongdoer must got them to pardon him and he 
must be kind to them and also give charity on behalf of the dead person. 

A believer should not procrastinate in seeking forgiveness for a sin he may have 
committed. He must not fall into the trap of his base self and the devil to say to himself that 
he would not be able to honour his repentance and resolve so it was no use repenting. If 
any one repents, then his past sins are forgiven and if he falls back into sin due to human 
failings then he may again make a repentance no matter how many times it happens 



<L> 


;ji3l 



478 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


during a day, provided he does not have in mind when he makes the repentance that he 
would revert to sin and make a fresh repentance. Rather, when he repents he must say to 
himself, "Perhaps I would die before committing sin again and this might be my final 
repentance." 

When anyone intends to repent, he must first have a bath, don clean clothing, offer two 
raka'at snlah (prayer) with full concentration and go down into prostration and blame 
himself with extreme humility and submission. He must recall his past sins and fear Divine 
punishment making his heart tremble. Then with full remorse, he must seek forgiveness 
and repent and, raising his hands, pray to Allah: 

"My Lord, this fleeing slave has come back with his sins with utter remorse seeking 
pardon for his lapses. You are the Merciful, the compassionate. You are as Sattar (who 
conceals sins) and you are the forgiving. Forgive my sins. Preserve me from falling into sin 
again. Only you can grant bounties and only you can forgive." 

Then invoke blessing on Allah's Messenger and pray for forgiveness of all Muslims. 

This is the repentance of the common folk, the masses between whom and sin there is not 
much gap. They generally fall into sin and this kind of repentance by them makes them 
worthy of the glad tiding in this verse: 



{Surely, Allah loves those who turn to Him in repentance and He love those who 
keep themselves clean) (2:222) 

However, the repentance of the righteous sainty ones is different. Their living is clean of 
disobedience and sin and they abide by Shari'ah (Islamic law). They should repent from 
the bad manners from which it is necessary to purify hearts. And, the repentance of the 
lovers of Allah when through human frailty they neglect dhikr (hallowing of Allah) of 
Allah and get occupied in other pursuit, they should turn to Allah instantaneously and 
repent for their neglect and should make a repentance. 

It must be understood that committing a grave sin does not cause anyone's expulsion from 
belief, but indecency, lewdness and sinful transgression throws one out of it. The subject of 
grave (major) sins and minor sins has been thrashed out in volume one of this book under 
(jUliou**Pjyu£lvw) (Major sins and signs of hypocrisy, hadith (tradition) # 49 to 62), chapter I 
of Book of Faith. Here, the two kinds of sin are explained. 

As for minor sins, they are so many that it is not possible to avoid them in every day life. 
Hence, agreed opinion is that minor sins do not dampen taqwa (God fearing, 
righteousness) provided one does not accustom oneself to them and to repeat them 
stubborn to commit them constantly raises them to the level of major or g*ave sins. 

It is zvajib (obligatory) and binding on all Muslims to refrain from major sins and as far as 
possible, from minor sins too. A person must realize that though sins do not cause his 
dismissal from the folds of faith, yet there is an apprehension that a life of sin leads one 
gradually towards disbelief and hell. 

PRESCRIPTION TO PRESERVE FROM SIN 
An easy method to avoid sins is to set limit of necessity for everything and content oneself 
with it. Examples are provision necessary to remove hunger, clothing necessary to cover 
oneself, shelter enough to protect one in summer and winter and the bare minimum of 
utensils too, and, finally, one wife. 
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When anyone jumps beyond the necessary limit and widens on the permissible, he 
involves himself in those things that are doubtful and makruh(unbecoming). Once he 
encroaches into the disliked (or makruh(unbecoming)), he gradually perpetrates and 
unlawful. This is the points that crosses the limits or boundaries of Islam, beyond which 
begins the land of disbelief and fire. 

We seek refuge in Allah from this. 

SECTION I 

THE PROPHET'S ^ISTIGHFAR 



oljj)- 



2323. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "By Allah, I do seek forgiveness of Allah and make repentance to Him more 

than seventy times a day." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad did not make Istighfar and Taivbah 

for any sin he may have committed, we seek refuge in Allah from such thought. He was 
innocent and’protected from sin. Rather, he was on the highest station of servitude to Allah 
and was concerned lest he m ay have not come up to the standard of worship of Allah that 
behaves and is worthy of the Lord of majesty and bounty. Moreover, he also meant to 
encourage his ummah (people/followers) to make Istighfar and Tawbah. They are more 
liable to seek forgiveness and to repent. 

Sayyiduna Ali a* used to say that there are only two sanctuaries from Divine 

punishment on earth, one of them has been taken away while the other remains. So stick to 
this surviving sanctuary. The one that is removed was the being of the Prophet 
Muhammad (JL-jA^&ijLe.. The one that remains is Istighfar. Allah the Exalted, says; 




{But, Allah was not going to chastise them while you (O prophet) were among them, 
nor would Allah chastise them while they seek forgiveness} (8:33) 


djJ si*£$ *!l> Us & && 


0 1 JJ~) —Ajl A 

2324. Sayyiduna Al-Agharr al-Muzani a^^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(JUjUfr said "Surely, a veil is cast over my heart and I do seek forgiveness of Allah 
one hundred times a day." 2 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) explain this hadith (tradition) in different ways. 
One of their interpretations is that the prophet Muhammad loved to keep his 

heart constantly engaged in contact with Allah but he did have to give time to permissible 
pursuits like eating, drinking, spending time with his wives, etc. Because of these things, he 
was sort of distracted from Allah during these times. He described these diversions as veil 


jilt 


1 Bukhari # 6307, Ibn Majah # 3816, Musand Ahmad # 2-341. 

2 Muslim # 41-2702, Musnad(book) Ahmad 5-411 
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and a sin because of which his heart trembled and became restless. So, he made Istighfar. 
The most reasonable thing said about this hadith (tradition) is what some Sufis (mysties) 
have said that it is among the allegorical ahadith (tradition). Only Allah knows its true 
meaning, as does His Messenger. The ummah (people/followers) must merely have faith 
in it but not hunt for its meaning. 




OJuwa aljj) J&yz 2 J[a 

2325. Sayyiduna Al-Agharr al-Muzani narrated that Allah's Messenger ju> 

(JL-jUp said, "O you people, turn to Allah in repentance, for I repent to him one 
hundred times a day." 1 

COMMAND TO TURN TO ALLAH 


b (Jtl kj I jtijj ciJjbj 4JJI Jj-wj Jll 

Cr* Vl (JLo J.SJ* b 1 V -9 J.S00 L jdiaJI (jj, cS^bly 

j.Jj£b jiU*J£l \ 0 * Vl feu. J.£feb jiaAl 

CjpjJI 151J Jjfeb ^J.Sj), (^jUe? bj.Sli.Sl ^J-lSoLiU tlJ V], 


b Ijilp £$J L?Jr^ J J-Sbl^jl^ b J.S 3 Jac-f 

Q£435ljUj.5lLa j^. 1 j J4-Js-da J>\^ I J.s3^j jSliijj jSJ^fj j.S3?ijlJi 
J.S1U j^.lj (JJLj 1 IJ.SjL.J J.SU 0 ]J j5Ji|j j.£Jjn ^ ? j l b 


Ij^a ll J.S1U.J j.Sliilj Jbj-ilj jS3j\ vjjl jJ b IlLi (J« lLX), j (j2»5j U 

b J>4^l (Ji.il lij, l4^Vl,(j5jd^ Lj/> cJl)j ( U <cJLLa ^ ■ jUil.(j£ cL.dnc.l 9 JjlUi 

'ji jUj cJj aiil Si jU-J 6 ^® U@ J.fejbl ji J-&U j .£3 Uil (£ ul) 

L>l....<a oljj) -kjlJlj Vj,i>^ jJ*S Vs.9 cLXji 


2326. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger *' said 

among what he narrated that from Allah, the Blessed, the exalted, that He said, "O 
My slaves, I have forbidden Myself oppression and I have forbidden it among you. 
So, do not oppress each other. O my slaves, you are all astray except those whom I 
guide. So, ask Me for guidance and shall guide you. O My slaves, all of you are 
hungry (dependant for food) except those whom I feed. So, ask Me for food. I shall 
feed you. O my slaves, all of you are naked except those whom I clothe. So, ask me 
for clothing and I shall clothe you. O my slaves, all of you commit sin by night and 
by day yet I forgive (your) sins. So, seek My forgiveness. I shall forgive you. O My 


1 Muslim # 42-2702 




481 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


slaves, you cannot cause Me loss and succeed in doing so, and you cannot benefit 
me and succeed in doing so. O my slaves, if the first of you and the last of you, your 
mankind and your jinns, all became as pious as the most pious hearted single one 
among you, that would not bring any increase in My kingdom. O my slaves, if the 
first of you and the last of you, your mankind and your jinns, all became as wicked 
as the most wicked hearted single are among you, that would not cause the least 
dent to My kingdom. O My slaves, if the first of you and the last of you, your 
mankind and your jinns, stood on a plain and supplicated Me and I gave each man 
what he prayed for, that would not diminish what 1 hav.e, save as a needle would 
reduce from the sea when immersed into it. O My slaves, it is only your deeds that I 
count for you and then reimburse you in full for them. So, he who finds good, let 
him praise Allah. And he who finds otherwise, let him blame none but himself." 1 
COMMENTARY: Everyone is said to be astray because there is none who is perfect and 
without some shortcoming of religion or of the world. If people were left to themselves, 
they would become like wild trees. Allah guides whom He likes. The Prophet Muhammad 
described it thus, 'Allah created the creation in darkness. Then, He sprinkled 
His light on them." 

However, this should not cause any confusion about these words being contradictory to 
the hadith (tradition): 'Every newborn is bom on innate nature (of Islam)." Becaue innate 
nature means tawhid or monotheism. Straying and darkness are not to know the 
commands of faith and the limits of Islam, and its conditions. 

"If you repent for sins which you commit all the time by day and night. I shall forgive you 
all your sins. Some sins are such that the sinner must ask forgiveness for them but some 
Allah forgives even without a repentance by His mercy. 

Allamah Teebi ii-u*-j said that a needle does not displace any noticeable amount of water in 
the sea. It cannot even be imagined. Rather, it is impossible so it has been compared 
otherwise nothing at all is diminished from Allah's treasures 

Ibn Maalik said that this could be said to be a hypothetical statement: 'If at all Allah's 
treasures were diminished then it would be like that." 


ALLAH'S ALL-ENCOMPASSING MERCY 

JfS fej iM&Ss-U $ 3* ifcj ww 

id£2i V (Jts «di <dla.9 \Xa\j (3^ JUd liLiiJ, 

jSj o l£,- via *13 olaSj laS *40 j. (JXj 

ojui> \ U* U 1(J(a 9 > ^j l ojJt) J ^ • j T oXa Jj). 3JJI 


if 

2327. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'ed al-Khudri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

&aid. "There was a man from Banu Isra'il who had murdered ninety-nine 
persons. Then he set out asking (whether his repentance would be accepted) and he 
came to a monk and asked him if his repentance could be valid. The monk replied 


1 Muslim # 55-2577, Musnad(book) Ahmad 5-160 
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in the negative. So he killed the monk. He continued to ask till someone advised 
him to go to a certain village. However, death overtook him on the way (to it). As he 
was about to die, he turned his chest towards that village (where he had hoped to 
gain approval of his repentance). Now, the angels of mercy and the angels of 
punishment disputed over him. Allah ordered the village to draw nearer to him and 
the land (that he had left) to draw back, and He ordered the angels, to measure the 
distances between the two (and the body). He was found to be one span closer to 
the village to which he was destined. So, he was forgiven." 1 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Maalik said that both, the angels of mercy and the angels of 
punishments, sought his soul from the angel of death. 

This hadith (tradition) is evidence that Allah's mercy is unlimited and embraces one who 
seeks forgiveness and approval of repentance. He may have been a very great sinner. 
Allamah Teebi & <u*-j said that in case of such sinners Allah becomes pleased with the 
repentant and gets even his enemies to be pleased with him. 

The hadith (tradition) exhorts us to seek forgiveness for our sins and make repentance to 
clear ourselves of sin. We must not despair of Allah's mercy. 



C-pX—fl o I1 ^ • J q > i 0 . —- AS, 


'yOJ f- (jLj 


2328. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "By him in whose hand is my soul, were you not to commit sin. Allah would 
take you away and would bring (in your place) a people who would commit sin, 
then seek Allah's forgiveness. And, He would forgive them." 2 
COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) describes Allah's vast mercy and forgiveness. He 
demonstrates His attribute Al-Ghafur (the forgiving). Hence, people must not be slow in 
asking for pardon for their sins. In no way does this hadith (tradition) exhort people to 
commit sin because Allah himself has given the command to abstain from sin and He sent 
His messenger to this world to bring people out of a life of sin and wrongdoing 

into obedience and worship. 



2329. Sayyiduna Abu Musa narrated that Allah's Messenger ( 4-.jA s ip-anjL» said, 

"Surely, Allah stretches out His hand in the night so that the wrong-doers during 
the day might repent. And, He stretches out His hand in the day so that the wrong 
doer during the night might repent. (This will go on) till (the time when) the sun 
rises from the place of its setting." 3 

COMMENTARY: Stretching out the hand is to invite the sinner to repent. 

Some scholars say 'stretching out hands' stands for Allah's mercy. 


1 Bukhari # 3470, Muslim # 46-2766, Stories from the Hadith (tradition) PP 207, 208 (Dar ul-Isha'at, 
Karachi) 

2 Muslim # 11-2749, Musnad(book) Ahmad 2-309 

3 Muslim # 31-2759, Musnad(book) Ahmad 4-395. 
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When the sun rises from the west, repentance will no longer be accepted. Thereafter, no 
one's repentance will be accepted. 

ALLAH ACCEPTS REPENTANCE 

$1)1 ill ^L)ljL,j4d£& 1 Jti\ jjJJ Jl eJtl Zlfc&J < yyt * ) 

2330. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger 4 -j Up ii said, 

'when anyone admits (his sin with remorse) and repents Allah relents to him ." 1 

02 ( JU-l ll fillaZ ^ ? j j ob 6*Uic 1\J1 UJl JLs jJLs (YTT^) 

„ i ' , 

pJ—j® oljj) 4>^> 

2331. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger jue 

said. "He who repents before (the time when) the sun rises from the place of its 
setting, Allah will accept his repentance ." 2 

COMMENTARY: Allamah Teebi said that it is (a general) limit for repentance to be 
accepted. The individual and that is before pangs of death over take a person. His 
repenting will be futile when he experience the pangs of death. 

ALLAH IS PLEASED WITH ANYONE'S REPENTANCE 

62 jjJj jls jt! u^I<f£i (Ym} 

U& i dAHls pi &+\j 

SjL^o- 5 jls Jil.ll oJ^ UIIxs 6a u^I dl L&p? c| 

otjj) gJLi 6a UiLl l£4j (Jlj cJlJ^llI 

2332. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger (jL-jUpin^u said, 

"Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His slave when he repents to Him 
than any of you would be on recovering his riding beast loaded with his food and 
drink which had fled from him in wilderness and he Had no hope of getting it back, 
so went and lay down in the shade of a tree when, all of a sudden, he saw it 
standing by him. So, he grabbed its bridle and, overcome with happiness, he 
explained. 'O Allah, you are my slave and I am your Lord,' erring from 
exuberance ." 3 

COMMENTARY: Allah is very pleased with a person's repentance. He accepts his 
repentance and his mercy on him. 

ALLAH ACCEPTS REPENTANCE AGAIN AND AGAIN 

oj jil 1435 \jjj- alsi Jji jjzj jti jil fej* ySi&j 


1 Bukhari # 4141, Muslim # 56-2770 

2 Muslim # 43-2703, Musnad(book) Ahmad 2-506 

3 Muslim # 7-2747 
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(4jic^3 J ®~ a ) — *LiLs (Jiip.9 oj-*®- <o bj43 


2333. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said that a man (of this ummah (people/followers) or of the past) committed sin and' 
said, "My Lord I have committed a sin. So forgive me. "His Lord asked (to the 
angels.). "Does my slave know that he had a Lord who forgives sin (when He likes) 
and seizes him (when He likes)? I have forgiven my slave." Then, he remained 
(sinless) till such time as Allah willed. Then he committed a sin and pleased, "My 
Lord, I have sinned, so forgive me." He (Allah) asked. "Does my slave know that he 
has a Lord who forgives sin and seize him for it? I have forgiven him." Then, he 
remained (sinless) as long as Allah willed, but soon committed sin (again) and 
prayed." My Lord. I have committed another sin. Do forgive me." He asked, "Does 
My slave know that he has a Lord who forgives sin and seizes for it? I have forgiven 
My slave. He may do what he likes." 1 

COMMENTARY: Allah says 'He may do what He likes meaning, 'as long as he makes 

Istighfar after committing sin.' This emphasizes the merit of Istighfar. 


DO NOT CONDEMN A SINNER TO HELL 


sSji Sik ^ .isij jis dAj ^±j\ ils. jLj & ibi J* si)' Ji-ij ~Jj >^4- uf5 <rm) 

m 4^1 ^Lii ^ 4 l # Jfa 6 * Ji* jus sjji ^jui} 


GJu^o ®|jj) -{Jls LiSjl vijlip c .IttCIj 

2334. Sayyiduna Jundub narrated that Allah's Messenger ^yde-JiaJ^ said that a 

man (of this ummah (peopl^followers) or of a previous ummah (people/followers)) 
said, "By Allah, Allah will never forgive so and so" But, indeed, Allah, the Exalted, 
asked, "Who is he to swear on Me that I shall not forgive so and so? Indeed, I have 
forgiven that person and have wiped out your deeds." Or, as He did say. 2 
COMMENTARY: Some ignorant Sufis (mysties) do not hold good opinion of the sinners. 
They must know that Allah's mercy is vast and embraces the sinner too. 

It is not allowed to say definitely of anyone that he will be admitted to paradise or 
consigned to hell. However, those categories whom the Quran and the hadith (tradition) 
have clearly defined as belonging to paradise or to hell may be described as such in 
unambiguous words. 

PRAYER SEEKING FORGIVENESS 


Jjb iii jLj & JJJi Ja jiii jpj jl! jlS 0-jf Qi j ili 6*J <rrro) 


1 Bukhari # 7507, Muslim # 29-2758, Musnad(book) Ahmad 2-405 

2 Muslim # 137-2621 
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2335. Sayyiduna Shaddad ibn Aws narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(0 -j said that the Sayyidul Istighfar (the most excellent method to seek forgiveness) 

is that you say: 


3J&I U v£Jjijj l£Jj 4£ lilj cJjLic- I5lj cLif 2 !)], V Jij 




{O Allah, you are my Lord. There is no God but you. You have created me and I am 
your slave. And I adhere to your covenant and your promise to the best of my 
ability. I seek refuge in you from the evil of that which I perpetrated I confirm to 
you Your favours to me and I confess my sin. So, forgive me (my sins), for none, but 
you forgive sins} 

He said, "If anyone says it during the day with a firm conviction in it and dies that 
day before evening then he will be among the inhabitants of paradise. And it any 
one says it during the night with a firm conviction on it and dies before morning 
then he will be among the inhabitant of paradise." 1 

SECTION II 

ALLAH'S FORGIVENESS KNOWS NO BOUNDS 




(YTTv-rm) 
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2336. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUp-ai said that 

Allah, the exalted, says, "O son of Aadam, as long as you pray to me and place hope 
in Me, I will forgive you in spite of what is against you. I do not mind! O son of 
Aadam, if your sin reach the borders of the sky and you seek My forgiveness, I shall 
forgive you. I do not mind. O son of Aadam, were you to come to me with sins as 
many as would fill the earth and you meet me without having associated any thing 
with me, I shall come to you with as much forgiveness as would fill the earth." 2 

2337. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that it too. 3 


1 Bukhari # 6306, Tirmidhi # 3404 

2 Tirmidhi # 3551 

3 Darimi # 2788, Musnad(book) Ahmad 5-147. 
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BE CONFIDENT OF BEING FORGIVEN 


J* P-ajJ $ cA JUS jl & 4lii jjjj cA<j&tf\ cAj (yyta) 


& 
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2338. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that Allah says, "He who knows that I am able to forgive sins, I will forgive him, 
and I do not care about it, provided he does not associate anything with me." 1 
COMMENTARY: A person's knowledge that Allah has power to forgive becomes the 
means of his forgiveness because he has hopes in him. If anyone places hope in the 
compassionate, then He does not deprive him. 

Therefore, this hadith (tradition) Qudsi is like the hadith (tradition) Qudsi: 


"I am as My slave's expectation of Me." 

It is reported that Sufyan Thawri fell ill. Hammad ibn Salamah <&***-j paid him a sick 
visit. Sufyan asked Hammad, "Do you expect that Allah will forgive one like 
me?" Hammad said, "If I am given choice between my father and Alah to conduct my 
reckoning, I would get it done by Allah because He is more merciful to me then my father." 
He meant to advise sufyan to place hopes in Allah's forgiveness and mercy because 
He is the Most merciful of those who show mercy. 

MERIT OF ISTIGHFAR & ITS INFLUENCE 




(jjb ^jIj Ju»I o\jj) V 



2339. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger (P JL-.<uiA«5ii tf Lp said, 

"He who binds himself to make Istighfar, Allah carves for him a way out of every 
hardship, and from every anxiety a solace. And He will provide for him (provision) 
from where he did not expect." 2 

COMMENTARY: If a sin is committed or an anxiety, distress or grief descends on anyone, 
he must make Istighfar. Or, one must make Istighfar constantly, for man is dependant on it 
every moment of his life. This is why the Prophet Muhammad said. 




"He is fortunate who find in his record of deeds numerous Istighfar ." 

He who binds himself to make Istighfar, his heart place a strong reliance on Allah and his 
sins are forgiven. So, he is counted among those who fear Allah and who rely on Him. 
Allah says of such people: 



{And whosoever fears Allah, He appoints a way out for him. And he provides him 


1 Sherh us-sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad (*i-<jUp-ifo JU) # 4191, Mustadrak Hakim 4-262 

2 Abu Dawud # 1518, Ibn Majah # 3819, Musand Ahmad # 1-248 
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sustenance from whence he expects not. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, so 
He will suffice him} (65:2-3) 

This also is the root of this hadith (tradition). 

The merit of Istighfnr is established by this verse too: 



{So, I said, "Seek forgiveness of your Lord, surely He is ever forgiving. He will send 
down upon you rain in torrents and will help you with riches and sons and will 
assign to you gardens, and will assign to you rivers} (71:10-12) 

Someone complained to Hasan Busri about drought. He advised him to seek Allah's 
forgiveness. He gave the same advice to those who complained to poverty and need, of 
being childless and of poor return from fields. 

People asked him why he gave the same advice to make Istighfar in all these cases. He 
recited the foregoing verse in answer. This verse mentions all those things of which people 
had complained to him. 




^ > 1 ' o\jj) p\ 


2340. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr as-Siddiq narrated that Allah's Messenger AJp*»iJLe> 

said, "He does not insist (on committing sin) who seeks forgiveness even if he 
returns to it (sin) seventy times a day." 1 

COMMENTARY: 'To insist' implies to be stubborn in committing sin again and again. As it 
is, to sin is itself very bad, what to say of being stubborn and defiant. Committing minor 
sins again and again leads to major sins doing which repeatedly leads to disbelief. 

Thus if any one is ashamed of his sin and makes Istighfar for it whether it is minor or major, 
then he is out of the folds of the stubborn even if he happens to commit this sins very often. 
Only he is said to insist on sin who commits it repeatedly and I neither ashamed nor repents. 


MERIT OF ONE WHO REPENTS 




\ ' • 1 / 


2341. Sayyiduna Anas -u narrated that Allah's Messenger Up said, 
"Every son of Aadam Up is a sinner (but not the Prophets Up who are 
innocent and protected). However, the best of the sinners are they who repent 
(for their sins)." 2 

EXCESS OF SINS CAUSES HEARTS TO RUST 



1 Tirmidhi # 3570, Abu Dawud # 1514 

2 Tirmidhi # Ibn Majah # 4251, Musnad(book) Ahmad 3-198 



488 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


pgJJl v £ j) JLQ\1.9 jiJu JjL*. i£jS\j 31 j ^ jl. 9 Ails L ULi> 9 ^ (%l\$LZ 

(JlsJ X^Xa c£\j SlJJ —^ • jIti i_1^ ^ < j )_5 ^ (JL*j <LDI_/£i 



2342. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "When 
a believer commits a sin, there is a black spot on his heart. If he repents and makes 
Istighfar, his heart becomes clean (and spotless). But if he commits more sins, the 
spot spreads till it covers his heart. This is the (j'j) (rust) that is mentioned by Allah, 
the Exalted: 






{Certainly not! But what they have been earning has rusted upon their hearts} 1 (23:14) 
COMMENTARY: The black spot spreads when sin after sin is committed and finally 
spreads over the whole heart. The light of the heart is obstructed so that the believer loses 
sight of his heart. He cannot recognize beneficial knowledge and pious deeds and cannot 
understand beneficial intelligent and wise sayings. He becomes bereft of the qualities of 
compassion and mercy. Ultimately, he becomes bold and daring and commits sin 
deliberately. 


WHEN REPENTANCE CEASES TO BE ACCEPTED 



(4_a.U (jJ 1 j ! o iJ 

2343. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L-jUpifoju. said, 

"Allah accepts a person's repentance as long as he does not gasp for last breaths." 2 
COMMENTARY: This when soul and body are about to part. The life seems to be ending at 
the throat and breathing becomes difficult with only a faint gasping. There is no hope of 
life anv more. 

The hadith (tradition) means that Tawbah is accepted till death seems imminent at which 
stage it is no more accepted. 

The apparent meaning of the hadith (tradition) is that Tawbah is not accepted at the time of 
death be it from disbelief or from sin. This is also known from the verse {(4) of surah an- 
Nisa}" (£lt... JjjJi c—Jj). Some ulama (Scholars) say, however, that repentance of Musims 
from sins is acceptable, but from disbelief will not be valid. They mean that profession of 
belief at the moment of 'no hope' is not accepted, but repentance from sin at the moment of 
'no hope' is approved. 

Allamah Teebi said that while repentance from sin is not accepted when gasping for 
breath, yet one may get pardon from a right-owner whose right may have been usurped. 
That is valid. 


1 Tirmidhi # 3345, Ibn Majah # 4251, Musnad(book) Ahmad 3-198 

2 Tirmidhi # 3548, Ibn Majah # 4253, Musnad(book) Ahmad 2-132 
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VASTNESS OF ALLAH'S FORGIVENESS 

(JL-.I JiM jl jT V 

2344. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed *■* & narrated that Allah's Messenger pl~>j *-l* ift JUo 
said, "The devil boasted. 'By your Might, my Lord, I shall not cease to lead your 
slaves astray as long, as their souls are in their bodies. So, the mighty and the 
Glorious Lord said, 'By My Might, My Glory and My High station, I shall not cease 
to forgive them time till they seek my forgiveness." 1 

TAWBAH 

L_j(Jia- sjj j -oLsj 4DI 4 JJ1 (Jj-ij (jt! <Jll (Jllc- CA lAj 0 ) 

Aji Jj La Jlii V La t& Sj^L^jS 1Sb 

2345. Safwan ibn Assal narrated that Allah's Messenger Up iii! ^ said, 

"Allah, the Exalted, has created a gate in the west, with a width as wide as can be 
covered in seventy years, for repentance. It will be locked when the sun rises from 
its side. This is as Allah Mighty and Glorious, says: 

(J4 3 C>5 cLJLsI'o-^ jd L^Ujl V cJiSj obi 35 

{On the day when certain signs of your Lord will come, to believe them shall not 
profit a soul that never believed (them) before.} 2 (6:158) 

COMMENTARY: The gate is open for the repentant. Or, it is a sign that the repentance is 
properly made and is accepted. This gate will remain open for the people as long as the sun 
does not rise from the direction of the west. Anyone may repent till then from polytheism 
and disbelief and sinners may seize the opportunity to repent from their sins and become 
worthy of the blessings of the hereafter and its everlasting life. When the sun rises from the 
west the gate of repentance will be closed. The entire verse cited is: 

\$L J4I U tJUji U& p obl’u^? 

{On the day when certain signs of your Lord will come, to believe them shall not 
benefit a soul that never believed (them) before, or (Believe but) had not earned any 
good by its belief} (6:158) 

This verse also refers to the day when the sun would rise in the west. T he person who had 
not believed before, or was a believer but had not repented would derive no benefit from 
his faith or repentance at this stage. 

vj ijjii && Js. bWi v jL,j & 4ji jj-y js Jti it#* < Tm > 

jjJIj — 

2346. Sayyidina Mu'awiyah narrated that Allah's Messenger said. 


1 Musnad(book) Ahmad 3-29 

2 Tirmidhi # 3546/7, Ibn Majah # 4071 (Tirmidhi is a lengthier hadith (tradition)) 
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"Emigration (meaning recourse to repentance from sin) will not cease until repentance 
(itself) ceases. And repentance will not cease until the sun rises its pl?ce of setting." 1 
COMMENTARY: As long as repentance is approval, every reptant person will be able to 
purify himself from sin. But, when the door to repentace is shut, no one will have the 
burden of his sins removed from him, and this will happened when the sun rises from the 
west, the place of its setting. 


DO NOT DESPAIR OF ALLAH'S MERCY 

JaiPl ^ J* S& J* J* (mv) 

Vj i&i Sik vJjlj jlsl &|j Jjj JiL jlis ,> UJ5 

jiol»—-j-Uii. jlal 0 JL 4 U«:Ul U 4 £>LM ^ Sill aIsU w£ii»J5 


<-u>i oijj) 1 difj Ic3^ vIj jb V jUs Jbj 


2347. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (A-j *4*- 

said. Two men of Banu Israil loved one another. One of them engaged in worship 
with high devotion. The other called himself a sinner. The pious one began to say. 
'Stop doing what you do.' The wicked would say, 'Let me alone with my Lord! Then, 
he found him one day committing a sin that he regarded as grave and said, 'Ceased.' 
The wicked one again protested that he should be left alone to his Lord and asked. 
'Are you sent as a supervisor over?" The pious man warned, 'By Allah, Allah will 
never forgive you and never admit you to paradise. Allah sent to them an angel. He 
took out their souls and they were brought together in His presence. He said to the 
sinner, 'Enter paradise by My mercy. To the pious, he said, 'Are you able to block My 
mercy to My slave?' He said, "No, O lord!" He said, "Take him to hell." 2 
COMMENTARY: The pious worshipper was arrogant and regarded the sinner with disdain. 
Someone has said that the sin that causes the sinner to be considered be despised and lowly 
is better than the worship that causes one to be proud. 


SINNER SHOULD NOT DESPAIR OF ALLAH'S MERCY 

i ij»j 4 65 jji (5 bk J-a jSji eJiS jyp .Uii 6fj (xm > 

51j_5 —Vj U«jU> ^151 . • ) l Alii AiiJ ( 'j* Ij Uta" V ’ Ci, **' 

—(3^3 (3_^5 I 3 *4-4^®' Cr**" I jub 


2348. Sayyidah Asma bint yazid narrated that she heard Allah's Messenger 

jLo recite: 

o \Mk *i>l j & V IisJ-4 <14 jJI b 


{O My slaves who have been prodigal against themselves, despair not of Allah's 
mercy, surely Allah forgives sins altogether} (3953) 

And, he said, "He does not care." 3 

COMMENTARY: Allah forgives sins, He pardons the disbelievers when they repent 
from disbelief. He forgives the believers when they repent for their sins and also by His 
mercy even without their repenting. 


1 Abu Dawuud # 2479, Musnad Ahmad 2/312, Darimi # 2519. 

2 Musnad (book) Ahmad 3-323 

3 Tirmidhi # 3248, Musnad(book) Ahmad 27640 
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>lsj fill J* aiJi jji; jll >031 Vi JU3 jiii jj» jj ujilfe £tj om^) 

ilk iijj ib tlijiii J43 ji 

2349. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas reported concerning Allah's words (save 

small offences) that Allah's Messenger referred to the poetic verse: (yUij 1 

W .)"If you forgive, O Allah, then forgive all sins, for which of your slaves has 

not committed small offences.?" 1 
COMMENTARY: The words (^W) from part of this verse (53:32) 

Si !*ij dj|j 

{They are those who avoid great sins and indecencies, save small offences. Surely, 
Your lord is of vast forgiveness.} 

The poetry cited by the Prophet Muhammad ( jL. J Uc- 3 njLe belonged to the poet Umayyah ibn 
Suit. He was a poet of the pre-Islamic era, the jihiiiyah. During those days too, umayyah 
was a righteous man. He was a believer in resurrection. 

He was alive when Islam was introduced and spread. However, be remained deprived of 
the honour of joining its folds. 2 

His poetry was intelligent and full of wisdom. So, the Prophet Muhammad not 

only heard it being recited but also quoted from it sometimes. 

NO ME CAN ADD OR DEDUCT FROM ALLAH'S DIVINITY 

& Vl jli b JUS sill j^ill Ss^j S& jlS Ifs ( Yro * > 


& Vlvljls ji&j jiSjjI VUi>9 J.SJ5J ^il <jj> Hit® 


J.S3jl ^j_J\ Jlj £jbl Vj AJ oj-ftc- L ^Jx *: .. | l.s Jc Sjilji jSIa u-Z-9 cL/ltc 

cj cJL) j SI j U <>5 Jdc- v—*ls J* I«. ? . > ], j^Slijb J JJ 

j£>\ Ij.iUf.4.1 j jJ&j&jj ^ £ j l jlj a_m=> jis rlis. ^Ai 

jS ^.S3j\ ^ • jT *L<s>Jjb fllS. jAi ^ u-S JAc- v—Jkl 

oJ l a& U «CjAol cLJL 13 U (JIA.9 A^.lj J u. w > j I ym. 

l$£9j Jji'iy} b Jh^ ^p^Ail ^ f j l j} LiS” {j* tJ4bi 

*5 jjli osi isi ^ is/T ^iIpj u Jill l^u Siijf jl 

(4^a.to I j I j I o I J J ) -v;JJ.S 49 

2350. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr j narrated that Allah's Messenger (A-jaJ*AiJL> said 


1 Tirmidhi # 3295 

2 See Sahih Muslim Book of Poetry hadith (tradition) # 1-2255 narrated by Amr ibn ash-sharid: 'He 
was about to become a Muslim/ 
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that Allah/ the Exalted/ says, 'O My slaves all of you are astray except he whom I 
guide/ so ask Me for guidance. I shall guide you. All of you are poor except he 
whom I enrich, so ask Me and I shall give you provision. All of you are sinners 
except he whom I save. So, he among you who knows that I am able to forgive and 
seeks My forgiveness, I shall forgive him, and I do not care. If the first of you and 
the last of you, the living among you and your dead, the fresh among you and the 
hopeless (old) among you assemble together to have hearts as the heart of the most 
righteous of My slave that will not increase My dominion by even so much as the 
wing of a mosquito. If the first of you and the last of you, the living among you and 
your dead, the fresh among you and the hopeless among you assemble together to 
have hearts as the heart of the cruelest of my slaves that will not diminish from my 
dominion even so much as the wing of a mosquito. And, the first of you and the last 
of you, your jinns and your mankind, the living among you and the hopeless 
among you assemble together in a field and each one of you prays to Me for his 
need, I shall give every seeker among you and that will no' decrease from My 
kingdom except like any of you who passing by a sea and immersing a needle in it, 
withdraws from it to him. This, because I am Jawwad, Wajib (obligatory), Maajid 
(The Bountiful, The perceiver. The Glorious). I do what I will. My grant is a ward 
and My seizing is a word. My only command to anything that I intend is to say to it, 
'Be' and it is/' 1 


GLAD TIDINGS TO ONE WHO ABSTAINS FROM POLYTHEISM 

^ ? j l (Jj&| lili ^Lijl o4.9 ( ji5l ^ ? j l f JJ>l Li I 

2351. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad recited: 

i Jiij u JiT jj, 

{He alone is worthy to be feared and worthy to forgive.} (74:56) 

Then he said, "Your Lord says 'I am worthy to be feared. And, to him who fears Me. 
I am worthy to grant forgiveness." 2 
COMMENTARY: This verse resembles the next in its subject matter: 

£L < jliU ^ ? jT VaJJLljl, 

{Surely Allah shall not forgive that anything be associated with Him, and He shall 
forgive all besides that to whom He will} (4:48) 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD WORDS OF ISTIGHFAR 

OJ jjis <J^Lj & 4JJI Ja *ill y?l yfj 0 ( ’ f 1 « > 


Cji L? jJI oljj) JjiiJI i/jlJill c«*j|(>£jLi] r ^ c («LJ j 


2352. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar ^ narrated: We used to count that Allah's 
Messenger said in a sitting 


1 Tirmidhi # 2500, Ibn Majah # 4251, Musnad Ahmad 5-154. (See also hadith (tradition) # 2326) 

2 Tirmidhi # 3339, Ibn Majah # 4299, Darimi # 2724. 
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"My Lord, forgive me and relent to me. Surely you are the Relenting, the forgiving," 
One hundred times. 1 

MAKE ISTIGHFAR SINCERELY 

3 s - (, 31 30 -^ ( 3 ^ a»«Ji dj^ ^4-3 C>4 tj4 o^J (^ToT) 

4 ,yljjIjffli ji Vi dj V *JJI all! jtl ^ jjis jiij gg dll 4^1 dpJ 

(JlsJ^Li3(j4 1 (JV-ft 3JIS 3 I 5JI3J3IJ olJJ —I J3 ^ ^ » j l. $41 

4-5^ lib &J^JI 

2353. Sayyiduna Bilal ibn Yasar ibn Zayd the freedman of the Prophet Muhammad 
(JL-jUp^i ju> said that his father narrated to him from his grandfather that he heard 
Allah's Messenger (*JL.j4Jc-inju> say, "If anyone says: 

^i^ljJj^l^ljiV^lV^ldli^l 

{I seek forgiveness of Allah besides whom there is no God, the ever living, the self 
subsisting. And I repent to Him.} 

then he is forgiven even if he has fled from the battle field." 2 
COMMENTARY: Whether it is a supplication, a dhikr (hallowing of Allah), a deed or a 
‘ petition, the intention prompting it should be sincere. The beat of the heart must 
synchronise with the utterance of the tongue. If not, then the supplication gets no answer 
and the other things are meaningless. The ulama (Scholars) say that the Istighfar should 
always be made sincerely and with a true intention. It is said that if anyone repents from a 
sin but does not desist from it then he is as one making fun of Allah. (We seek refuge in 
Allah from such thought. 

SECTION III 

ISTIGHFAR FOR THOSE WHO LOVE DIED 

J4^44jl5l A-9j£3 J 4 .jji.dl sijljlij dl JJ4J jli jls ( Yro i 3 

* * > 

(JLo>l oljj) J . 1 1: JjIj 9 ojjb d d^ **-"U ladj^s® Jji-13 I 

2354. Sayyiduna Abu Kurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "surely. Allah Mighty :nd Glorious, raises the rank of a righteous man in 
paradise. He ask, "O Lord, from whence is this?' He says, 'Because of your son's 
making Istighfar for you.' 3 

BEST GIFT FOR THE DEAD IS ISTIGHFAR 

Vl JSJl d d4iiu jdj & dl d' jIj-SJ jts jtl (Yr60) 


1 Abu Dawud # 1516, Tirmidhi - ibn Majah # 3814, Ivlusnad Ahmad 2-21. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3588, Abu Dawud # 1517. 

3 Musnad(book) Ahmad 2-519, Ibn Majah # 3660. 
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1^9 Uj JD I k £LL 1 jls jlJl u_jI (j^ iiKJJ isjco t-l* 

Ji <4iVl 53^4 (jlii-l j&si ykjVl »& 64 J,i&\ J* JUS ail! ^L >15 


2355. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger M 

said, "A dead person in the grave is not but like a drawing person calling for 
help. He waits for a supplication from a father or a mother, or a brother, or a friend. 
When it reaches him, it is dearer to him then the world and whatever is in it. And 
Allah, the Exalted causes to reach to the grave dwellers the supplication of the 
people of the earth, as great as the mountains. Surely, the gift of the living to the 
dead is the Istighfar for them." 1 

MERIT OF ISTIGHFAR 


^Lj *i)i <>£ £}\ jjj.j jiS (Tm) 


2356. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Busr narrated that Allah's Messenger Up-an^Le 

said, "He is very fortunate who finds in his record of deeds plenty of Istighfar." 2 
COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition), too, as narrated by Sayyiduna Anas and 

transmitted by Bazzar Ma**- j is very encouraging to make Istighfar, 

"When the angels take the record of deeds of a person to Allah and He finds istighfrar at 
its two ends, Allah says, 'I have forgiven this man the sins that are between the two ends of 
this record.' 

Anyone who makes Istighfar in the morning and in the evening will gain this benefit. 


A SUPPLICATION OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD fJny&kj* 



-jLZ Jl j \jjjJi 1st | \$\j | 


2357. Sayyiduna Ay shah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ,JLjdP 1 . 

used to make this supplication; 


IJILi \S\J IJ_ 




(O Allah cause me to be among those who, when they uo good, are happy, and 
when they do evil, make Istighfar .) 3 


ALLAH IS PLEASED WITH THE TAWBAH OF HIS CREATURES 

&51 J* jjjj! <J- Ui JS.\ & Jh ilk’jll < YroA > 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab Eeman # 7904. 

2 Ibn Majah # 3818, Nasa'I in' Amal Forom a Laylah/ 

3 Ibn Majah # 3820, Bayhaqi in Daawat al Kabir. 
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Ai ^J\ jug ildi CsA 6*til ^L>1 Jll t-i: cj- JlVlj,sLj 

Jj-ij <£**&**£ (Jll JLj ilfr J.9 oJuj <£l c-ibjj'id iii J^>Li31 sX^Jj 

AiS jSd4i (Jj-» (_)Xj c^5__^o5I oJ 4& rj^l ^i-51 Jjij ^pXij 4ll£ 3l3l ^Jjl 

JLl^il 1 [jj'ilni <c!a\J Jbj JaaX-iU Xa*Uilj J.9 <d \j-^J kX t*J» tjjllt icLa-IJ 

*Lilj OJ^al (JjX JUU 4£9 iXtlS* (^jJI L^l ^-^Jl <J(9 ^Ul f-liUj (j^daiilJ JkM 4ii£ 

t>$ 0-5^-SSl 4^31 4ij*j u.ji lil 4JJ tS idljXj oilj l&U a!4 4£Ulj l5ll JSilstI o^gLi 
Csjjj i!LJS%b ZLa £&£ 3l)l 4i) (JjJ-J (J}j, ?J9J-^l JliJ (^JJ _<oljj Alla-lJj IJu2> 


-List jJJLLS y51 Jc Jjijjl <^&43l 


2358. Sayyiduna Al-Harith ibn Suwayd reported that Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn 
Mas'ud narrated to him two hadith (tradition) one of which was from 

Allah's Messenger and the other from himself. 

He narrated: surely, the believer regards his sins as though he were sitting under a 
mountain fearful that it might collapse on him. But, the wicked one regards his sins 
as though a fly had landed on his nose and he promptly brushed it off with his hand. 
Then he narrated that he had heard Allah's Messenger (►L-jUp-auju say that Allah is 
more pleased over the repentance of His believing slave than a man who goes to a 
desert that is threateningly lonely with his riding beast loaded with his food and 
drink, and there he puts his head down and goes to sleep only to find, on 
awakening, that his riding beast had disappeared, so he seeks it till the severe heat 
and thirst and what Allah wills bear him down and he decides to return to his place 
where he was and sleep till he dies, and puts his head down on his arm to die till he 
awakes to see his riding beast near him with his provision intact on it - Allah is 
more happy with the repentance of the believing slave than this one with his riding 
beast and his provision. 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) reminds us of the verse: 

±4&\ 

(Surely Allah loves those who turn to Him in repentance} (2:222) 

Imam Ghazali said that a great scholar Abu Ishaq Asfara'I prayed to Allah, 
Glorious and Exalted, for thirty years to enable him to make Tazvbah nasuh (a true, 
sincere repentance). He was amazed that Allah, who is without blemish and is 
Independent, did not grant him his prayer for thirty years together. Then he was told in 
a dream. "You are amazed but do you not realize what the real objective of your prayer 
is? Is it not that Allah should take you as a dear friend? Then, are you not aware of the 
glad tidings of Allah in the verse: 


1 Bukhari # 6308, Musim # 3-2744, Musnad(book) Ahmad 1-283, (See also in this book # 2332). 
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{Surely Allah loves those who turn to Him in repentance, and He loves those who 

keep themselves clean}? (2:222) 

Hence, your wish can be accomplished very easily and, in fact, has been granted, already?" 

Jsai juJi 44ai)i jjjy jiS jll # 6*j w> 

2359. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Surely, 

Allah loves the believing slave who is tried through sin but repents very often." 1 

COMMENTARY: This does not imply that Allah loves him because he commits sin. Rather, 
He takes him as a friend because he is ashamed over his folly and makes repentance. 

DO NOT DESPAIR OF ALLAH'S MERCY 

gill j 4^.{ u J-ijili djui jt! (Tn- > 

j* ^Jl cJjit 5^9 Ji.j jlis l .1V J£ IIjl>iT cj>£\ b jfcV I 

Vl jjll JSj 

2360. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say, "I would not give away this verse (39:53) for the world: 

1V j+Ji \ lijS>ii 65 jJl b 

{O My servants who have acted recklessly against their own selves, despair not...}" 

A man asked, "Even those who have a associated partner (with Allah, are they 
included in this verse)?" The Prophet Muhammad did not say anything 

for some time and then said, "Know well! Even those who have associated partners 
with Allah (and have repented)." 2 

COMMENTARY: The world and all it contains are nothing in comparison to the verse 
mentioned because it holds out an assurance for forgiveness of all sins. The entire verse is 

lil^V : j* I65 jJI 

{O My servants who have acted recklessly against their own selves, do not despair 
of Allah's mercy. Surely, Allah will forgive all sins. Surely, He is the one who in '«e 
Most Forgiving, the Very Merciful} (39:53) 

Sayyiduna Ali **1*^ composed poetry on this subject and preferred som? advice too. 

POLYTHEISM OBSTRUCTS ALLAH'S MERC if 
skji U ,J 44 JUS sill jisj j^jjl ijJ.j jll jll JS cAj <Tr "> 
(_£jj —ks' (j LL 1 | oj-Ss ^ ? j t 6^ Uj a 1)I 6P-5 b IjJb 

vlJLdl JUil SStflil 

2361. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger said. 


1 Musnad(book) Ahmad 1-80. 

2 Musnad(book) Ahmad 5-275. 
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"Allah, the exalted, forgives His slave as long as the veil does not fall (between him 
and mercy)." They asked, "O messenger of Allah, what is the veil?" He said, "It is 
that a soul should die while associating partners with Allah" 1 

ALLAH FORGIVE ALL SINS OTHER THAN POLYTHEISM 


(dill 41*^,0 J-&4JJI jj_Sj jl 

? i . t'ti l\ % J I UX^i i ) l 6 


2362. Sayyiduna Abu Dharr narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUp-an^U said, 

"If anyone meets Allah without having regarded anything as equal to Him in the 
world then, even though he may have against him sins as many as the mountains. 
Allah will forgive him." 2 


TO REPENT IS LIKE.NOT TO COMMIT SIN 

v ^jh\ 6* C 4 &I JL i J* <A)l jll ^ ill (^-\r) 


<kJ \j jJIs IsjSjjS*&£■ $\Jj 


2363. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger in 

fJi-> jU* said, "One who repents for his sins is like one who has no sins against him." 3 


COMMENTARY: When a sinner repents sincerely, his repentance is accepted without 
doubt. This is Tawbah. 

As for Istighfar (seeking forgiveness of Allah may or may not forgive sins at his discretion 
but gives reward in any case for making Istighfar. 


CHAPTER - VI 

THE VASTNESS OF ALLAH'S MERCY & l? 


Some copies of Mishkat have no title for this chapter am 1 have distinguished it from the 
previous with only a chapter heading. This implies that ahadith (tradition) narrated in this 
chapter are a continuation of the previous. 

Some other copies have the heading (u^-jU-i) (vastness of mercy of Allah). 

SEC HON I J y}\ 

ALLAH'S MERCY OVERSHADOWS HIS ANGER 



1 Musnad(book) Ahmad 5-174, Bayhaqi in Kitab al b'ith wa an mushir. 

2 Bayhaqi in Kitabal ba'th wa an mushur. 

3 Ibn Majah # 4250 Bayhaqi in Shabul Eeman. 
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2364. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "When Allah decided (or began) to create the creation. He wrote (meaning 
commanded the angels, or the pen, to write) a book. It is with Him, above His 
throne. (It is:) 'My mercy takes precedence over My anger." According to another 
version: 'prevails over my anger.' 1 

COMMENTARY: Obviously, this writing or the book is very great, for, Allah has it with 
himself above His throne. 

Allah's mercy. His compassion and His blessings - their sings and demonstrations prevail 
and surround the entire creation. They are unlimited. As against this , the signs and 
demonstrations of His anger are few. He say about it: 

\J>pd V 1 I jjJj 


{If you count Allah's blessings, you cannot reckon them} (14:34) 


tlI £$***-53 cy* f-f 1 L ‘l * c i 


{As for My chastisement, I smite with it whom I will; yet My mercy embraces all 

things.} (7:156) 

Allah's mercy is so vast that no one in the universe is outside its sphere blessings. Each 
moment of the worldly life is a respectable of Diving mercy. But, the creature are limitlessly 
careless and blameworthy in that they are not thankful to Him for His mercy. Allah says: 


• (j^L) 14l3 ) jLi. I jjjij 


{And if Allah were to take mankind to task for their evildoing. He would not leave 
thereon (earth) a single creature) (16:16) 

Accordingly, this too is a demonstration of Allah's mercy that, in spite of their faults and 
sins, He has kept them alive in this world, gives them sustenance, showers on them 
blessings and does not punish them in t his world. This concerns the world. In the 
hereafter. His mercy will be demonstrated in a much larger way as we learn from the next 
hadith (tradition). 


ALL EMBRACING MERCY OF ALLAH 


Ul* Jtfj isu h s±4 dll J* 41JI o\ cAj (vnvrno) 

lijra&J ^ ^ J>^4r3^3 L>T^^3 



2365. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Surely, Allah has one hundred mercies. Of these. He has sent down one 
mercy among the jinns and mankind, animals and vermins. It is by this single 
mercy that they live together, have mercy on each other and by it the wild beast is 
kind to its young. And Allah has retained ninety nine mercies by which he shall 


1 Bukhari # 7404, Muslim # 14-2751, Ibn Majah # 4295, Musnad Ahmad 2-433. 
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show mercy to His creatures on the day of resurrection." 1 

2366. Sayyiduna Salman ** has narrated that in similar manner and it 

concludes: / When the day of resurrection begins. He shall perfect them with this 
(one) mercy." 2 

COMMENTARY: The version in Muslim is explicit that the one mercy of Allah that he 
showered on the creatures in the world would be available with the ninety-nine in the 
hereafter. This will perfect them to one hundred in the next world. 

BETWEEN FEAR & HOPE 


u* 4lll JLLjU (jAJXis jj £L)I 4 UI (Jli (JlS AifrJ (YTW) 

\ l (j* 1 JuC; Lq_/ 4(£L11 j SJJ o Jo>.I ■cCjjtf- 


2367. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "were the believer to know the punishment that Allah can give, no one would 
expect (to make it to) His paradise. Were the disbeliever to know how much mercy 
Allah has, no one would lose hope of being admitted to His paradise." 3 
COMMENTARY: The aim of this hadith (tradition) is to let not the believer take things easy 
by relying on Allah's mercy easy by relying on Allah's mercy alone and become fearless of 
His punishment. It is also to encourage the infidel to have hopes in Allah's mercy and to 
make repentance to Allah. 

A person should live between fear and hope. At the same time as he places hopes in Allah's 
mercy, he may continue to fear his punishment. This is brought out succinctly in the saying 
of Umar k He said, "If it is announced on the day of resurrection that only one 
person will be admitted to paradise, then I shall hope that I am that person. But, if it is 
proclaimed that one person will be consigned to hell, then I shall fear that I am the one. 


PARADISE & HELL ARE VERY NEAR TO EVERYONE 




(csjtiji.! jj) j jiu jdjij 

2368. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger said,. 

"Paradise is nearer to each of you than the thong of his sandal, and hell is like that." 
COMMENTARY: Given that, every person must do good deeds in his life and hope for 
admittance to paradise. He must keep away from bad deeds and fear being sent to hell. 


ALLAH'S GRANT 


fulfil 


(Yrw) 


j AjLai Ijjil JSj 0 jS CjLS \}\ oSXj O o j- X s* 4® (J-|o 

U \jhd oU UII5UUJ! 65 IliT Visile kl&J 


1 Bukhari # 6G0U, Muslim # 17.2752, Tirmidhi # 3609, Ibn Majah # 4293, Darimi # 2785, Musnad 
Ahmad 2-514. 

2 Muslim # 3753. 

3 Bukhari # 6369, Muslim # 23-2755, Musnad Ahmad 2-334. 
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jU£l c-Jtj Cjj b Jll |jj& t£-A*9>443 JU JSJ 4 ^ 9 U J>4^l 4111 


2369. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said that a man said, "I have never done any good to my family." Another 
version has that a man had committed too much sin. When he was dying, he 
instructed his sons to bum him after his death and scatter his ashes equally on dry 
land and in the sea, saying. "By Allah, if Allah seizes me and subjects me to a strict 
reckoning. He will punish me as He will punish none else in the worlds." So, when 
he died, they carried out his orders, but Allah gave command to the sea and it 
collected what was (thrown) in it. He gave command to the land and it collected 
what was (thrown) on it. Then, Allah asked him what had made him do it. He said, 
"My Lord, out of fear for you, though you know best!" So, Allah forgave him. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Arabic words (&j S3 jit) are translated in the text as Allah seizing him 
and punishing him. If the literal meaning is given: 'If Allah has power over me." It would 
imply a doubt in Allah's ability. That would mean outright disbelief. The ulama (Scholars) 
say that this had happened during the period when there was no Prophet and only belief in 
unity of God was enough to qualify as a faithful. Hence, this kind of an expression did not 
imply disbelief. 

Some ulama (Scholars) explain that this man was overcome with fear. In such cases, a 
person is judged with the insane or these not their senses. It is like the man in a previous 
hadith (tradition) who found his lost riding-beast with his provision intact on it and he had 
exclaimed, "you are my creature and I Your Lord!" 


ALLAH'S MERCY EXCEEDS A MOTHER'S 
cJdSZ ^1 O* 111! 4&4I3I j! (Yrv *> 

Alii.] 

c>5 JLs. J\ 4UI (Jla.3V ^ £ j \ ^ JjJjJ V biii _^tUl L&lJj ojjb I 

(4jx. (5 ^)ULa3^j ojJi, 


2370. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab ** 4a narrated that some captives were 
brought to the Prophet Muhammad Among them was a woman whose 

breasts over flowed with milk. She ran (hither and thither to find a child to suckle, 
not having her own) till she found a child among the captives and put it to her 
breast and suckled it. The Prophet Muhammad asked t hem, "Do you 

imagine that this (woman) will cast her child into the fire (when she is loving to 
children of strangers)?" They said,"No, while she is able not to cast it." He said, 
"Allah is more merciful to His creatures than she is to her child." 2 


1 Bukhari # 6481, Muslim # 24-2756. 

2 Bukhari # 6463, Muslim # 78-2816. 
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A RESTRAINED COURSE 

Vj IjJ ll jSIa \3s.\ j <£& 4l)l Jls Jll ) 

ijijJ j i.jiiij iji jiSj iii. jSji q szib ^_£_jT vj a! yj jis ^Sji Jj_u is ^ 


9t> 




6-2 

2371. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( d-'jU*^ cs JL-<> 

said, "The deeds to any of you will not save him (from the fire)/ The sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) asked him, "Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?" 

He said, "Not even I unless Allah covers me from it with His mercy. So, keep to the 
straight path (like an arrow), adopt a moderate course, worship in the morning and 
in the evening and part of the night. Observe moderation, observe moderation. You 
will achieve (the objective)." 

NOT DEEDS ALONE 

i’j£ 'is ill\ slii. lid jiji y jhj & Jill Ja 4ji Ji-y JlS Jli ^Ls. &-s < Tm > 

CJl—. i^-ji yi Bftfjv&l 6< 

2372. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "Your 

deeds will not take any of you to paradise nor deliver you from the fire, not my 
deeds, too, unless by Allah's mercy." 1 

COMMENTARY: The deeds that has Allah's mercy with it will enable one to get 
admittance to paradise and deliverance from hell. Therefore, entry into paradise depends 
on Allah's favour and mercy while ranks within paradise will be according to deeds. 

REWARD & PUNISHMENT ACCORDING TO ALLAH'S MERCY 

3131 &isJ -4^31 jd-i! j-^l jjJtf jlS jlS < YYvr ) 

c|UJl Jl ^ J! Uillsi ^ i*s ^65 uij 

2373. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed in ^^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL.j in jLo 
said, 'When a person embraces Islam sincerely and makes it good, Allah erases 
from him all sins that he had committed previously. Thereafter, is a return. A pious 
deed gets between ten and seven hundred times as much rather, more than that by 
many times A bad deed gets a punishment equal to that, or Allah overlooks it." 2 

COMMENTARY: It is Allahs mercy and favour that he rewards piety up to seven hundred 
times and, even, many times more commensurate with anyone's efforts and sincerity. As 
for an evil deed, He gives like punishment, or forgives the perpetrator outright. 

&l j-& *JJ' jj^i jl® jtS C^3 (Ym) 


1 Muslim # 77-2817. 

2 Bukhari # 41. 
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43 4131 1&L*£9 L^j JS ^ • j ls ajlIa oJCj~ 43 4131 ^lls JEL& £>4*9 

AJJLa. eJJjy 43 4UI LfrXXS'LfrL»lj jU.9 AJjLZ.j JJt> Cj^J Sj^iS*A jI« ^Jj, oLn^l^ 

(<ub JLuij 45 43JI l^df ULiS Uj aIa 6 


2374. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"Surely, Allah has recorded good deeds and evil deeds." (He has instructed the 
angels to record in the preserved Tablet that:) "If anyone intends to do a pious deed 
but does not do it (for some reason), then Allah records for him with him a perfect 
pious deed. If he intends to do it and does it, then Allah records for him with Him 
ten to seven hundred and many more times as much. If anyone intends to do a bad 
deed and does not do it. Allah records it for him with him as a perfect pious deed. If 
he intends to do it and does it, then Allah records it for him as one bad deeds. 1 
COMMENTARY: Reward for a deeds depends on the intention that prompts it and a 
believer's intention is better than his deed. In fact, the real thing is the intention and deed is 
secondary to it. While reward is given for a good intention without deed, no reward is 
given for a deed without an intention prompting it. 

Reward for a pious deed can be up to seven hundred times or more at Allah's will. He has 
not disclosed that. It is like the verse: 


{No soul known what delight of the eyes is kept hidden from them.} (32:17) 
SECTION II j-afi 

WHO REPENTS & DOES GOOD DEEDS 

Jkj Ajii JL cL-Sloita aLIa. JJ> 4"ala. Aai*a pJj aLIc ollisLl (J..» 


(aj-J I Tj^ j • I j j) -del 


Vi Js. ^>1 lsjXT 


2375. Sayyiduna Uqbah ibn Aamir narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The example of one who has been doing evil deeds and begins to do good 
deeds is like a man who had been wearing a tight armour that was choking him. 
When he did a good deed, a ring was loosened. He did another good deed and 
another ring was loosened. So finally it fell down on the ground." 2 
COMMENTARY: The hadith (tradition) means that when any one commits evil his 
heart constricts and he is deprived of the guidance of his conscience. Thus, he is not at 
peace with himself but becomes restless and uncertain. As against this, when he does a 
pious deed, his heart expands. He finds it easy and convenient to do every deed and 
gains conviction and confidence. While the evil doer is rejected by people, the good 
doer is respected and accepted. 


1 Bukahri # 6491, Muslim # 207-131. 

2 Musnad Ahmad 4-145, Sharh us Sunah. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR ONE WHO FEARS ALLAH 


a\ma lJLa. 0^3 jdic ilJI £jJJI ^"3“^ 431 &I5Jjdl (jl O^J 

, • jllLa. 4jj^alia (-9Li. A^jUil J|Ul9 ^Ut b <3j~- ^ • JI.9 ^ • jl. 9 O-dS ^ » jl ZxX 4Jj 

£*iia ^ 5 Jalia cJLi.(j-«ij *Lijl±3l (JlSidJjl b 13 ^ ^ ? jl. 9 ^ ? jl. 9 (-LJx9 


(Ju>>.I oljj) — ^Ijjjdl (^loajl 

2376. Sayyiduna Abu ad-Darda ** ^ narrated that he heard the Prophet 

Muhammad fJL-jUfriii J^> deliver from the pulpit a sermon. He recited: (*Jjfi& Ju- jjj 
j^) {And for him who fears the standing before his Lord there shall be two 
gardens} (55:46) He (Abu ad-Darda) ** & asked, "Even if he had committed 
fornication. And even if has stolen, O Messenger of Allah?" He recited a second 
time: (gb?- *jj fU* Ji> jJ j) and he asked a second time, "Even if he has committed 
fornication, and even if he has stolen. O Messenger of Allah?" He recited a third 
time: (gbf *sj fU* Ji> jiij) and he put the question the third time. "Even if he has 



committed fornication and even if has stolen, O Messenger of Allah?" He said, "In 
spite of Abu ad-Darda!" 1 

COMMENTARY: About having two gardens (or paradises {&$)), some ahadith (tradition) 
say that one of the gardens has everything of gold - the houses, vessels, etc. The other has 
everything of silver. When Abu ad-Darda asked a third time in amazement, he said, "Even 
if Abu ad Darda finds it unbelievable!" 


ALLAH IS MORE MERCIFUL THAN A MOTHER 

6 * A $ 


3 9 l \JL3 1 Jtl^lLpl OiWV) 

^4Ua fc\jk, L|i| l£.4q..cs ^4^ CjjJ-* ^JJI b <JU9 ‘-iiil J3 
£/£-*■ m J) c OjlJcLili £>4*! Cj£l»%9 £| 


4^1c lb I 4JJ1 (Jtii V], £>4“l & Vj! u4>3 

??L/9Vl ^1 (>$ ajb»J IbT <J^-b ??L/®Vl ^$1 ^ jXZtj 



2377. Sayiduna Aamir ar-Raam narrated while we were with him, meaning, with the 
Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpiii J^>, a man came suddenly, a blanket thrown over him 
and something in his hand which he had wrapped up. He said, "O Messenger of 
Allah, I was passing through a thicket of trees when I heard the chirping of the 
chicks. I caught them and put them in my blanket. Their mother came (after them) 
and flew round over my head and I uncovered them (for her to see them). She came 
down to them and I wrapped (hem all up in my blanket. I have them here with me." 


1 Musnad Ahmad 6-442. 
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He instructed him to put them down and he put them down. Their mother refused 
to part with them. So, Allah's Messenger (JujUpiii JL* said, "Are you surprised at the 
compassion of the mother of the chicks for them? By Him who has sent me with the 
truth, Allah is more compassionate to His creatures than the mother of the chicks to 
her young. Take them back and leave them from where you had caught them, and 
their mother too with them." So, he took them back. 1 

SECTION III 


U* & ill I £* ^ ** ^ <!A (yyva) 


cJU fej ?^j\ ills i*S cA i 

jsji &i j$\ j\3 s*£\ abcJi! jjS jil ill jjjij dJi dJiil jlij ^ii 

uilj jli V jll UjJjjjVl 65 f&jg I il uil 13 

6 s ii jiil kJj th ji ^ ^Lj & it ii jjjij dill ^dji 4 


2378. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated: We were with the Prophet 

Muhammad ( *JU><dpiiii (J U an one of his expeditions. He come across some people and 
asked, "Who are you people?" They said, "We are Muslims." A woman (among 
them) was kindling a fire under a pot. Her son was with her and as the heat 
intensified she moved him away. She came to the Prophet Muhammad ( *JL-)A s 1p-Sii ju 
and asked, "Are you Allah's Messenger" He said, "Yes" she submitted May my 
parents be ransomed to you! Is not Allah the most Merciful of those who show 
mercy?" He said, "Of course!" She asked, "Is Allah not more Merciful to His slaves 
than a mother is to her child?" He confirmed, "Of course!" She said, "Surely, a 
mother will not throw her child into the fire." Allah's Messenger jjL- j U* &\ 
lowered his head and wept. Then, raising it, he said, "Allah does not punish His 
creatures but only the obstinate and rebellions against Allah and who refuse to say 
that there is no God but Allah." 2 


ALLAH IS MERCIFUL TO THOSE WHO SEEK HIS PLEASURE 

6i yi ^-9 ajji lAaA) ^ • j i 6^ AA ^-^ 1 6^* £$^1 ^ 

& nJj' lAAA 'JJl CAjA Ja-JJA 6 i 4 ® ^A\A 

6-*- l^ • J^A.9 6^ jdJI 

2379. Sayyiduna Thawban A^t^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said 


1 Abu Dawud # 3089. 

2 Ibn Majah # 4297. 
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that a person seeks to please Allah and continues to do so. Allah, Mighty and 
Glorious, say to Jibril "My slave so-and-so wishes to please Me, so know 

that My mercy is on him." Jibril says, "Allah's mercy is on so-and-so." This 

is repeated by the bearers of the Throne and by those around them. So much so that 
the dwellers of the seven heavens say it too. Then it descends to him on the earth. 1 
COMMENTARY: When this happens, this man gains respect on the earth, The people begin 
to love him. 

This hadith (tradition) is similar in content to the prophet's saying that when 

Allah takes anyone as a friend. He informs Jibril u*- about it and instructs him to 
befriend him. Jibril does so too and proclaims about the dwellers to take him as 

their friend. They do so and he comes to be accepted on the earth. When Allah regards 
anyone as His enemy. He informs Jibril {OLJuJp about it and asks him to do likewise. He 
does so and proclaims the message in the heavens and he is regarded as an enemy there. 
Finally, an atmosphere of antagonism for him is created on earth. 

This is seen in the widespread love for the awliya (Allah's friends) on earth. These people 
who are deceitful and spend their wealth to win over the common men are not of this 
category. They are unreliable. 


BELIEVER WILL GO TO PARADISE IN ANY CASE 


$&£ 3D! "gLl! Jij cJi iULil lAj ^ 


-j 


2380. Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd narrated that the Prophet Muhammad JL* 

said, "All of them will go to paradise." Referring to the words of Allah, 
Mighty and Glorious: 



{So, of them is he who wrongs himself, and of them is he who follows a middle course, 
and of them is he who outstrips (others) in virtuous deeds by Allah's leave} 2 (35:32) 
COMMENTARY: The entire verse is: 


{Then we gave the Books as inheritance to those whom we chose of our servants; so 
of them is he who wrong himself, and of them, is he who follows a middle course, 
and of them is he who outstrips (others) in virtuous deeds by Allah's leave. That is 
the great bounty!} (35:32) 

Hasan Busri said that he who outstrips is he whose pious deeds exceed his bad deeds. 
The follower of the middle course is he whose good deeds and bad deeds are equal. And, 
he who wrong himself is he whose evil deeds exceed his pious deeds. 

According to the hadith (tradition) all three classes of believers will go to paradise. It is a 
different thing that their ranks in paradise will differ according to their position and deeds. 
This establishes that Allah's mercy is wide and will encompass both the pious and the 
wrong doers. 



HjjJI 


1 Musnad Ahmad 5-279. 

2 Bayhaqi in Kitab al bath wa an Muzhar. 
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CHAPTER - V 

WHAT IS SAID IN THE MORNING IN THE * ILJIUil lUf. j jAj Va£> 17 

EVENING AND WHILE RETIRING TO BED ' - 


Subh or morning is the very initial part of the day before the sun rises Masa or evening is 
the very last portion of the day from sunset till the disappearance of the twilight. 

Therefore, the supplications that are meant for morning may be made before the salah 
(prayer) of fajr or after this salah (prayer). It is correct either way. Similarly, the supplications 
meant for the evening may be made before the salah (prayer) of maghrib or after it. 

SECTION I 

THE PROPHET'S PRAYER IN THE MORNING & THE EVENING 


h iilii jMj jti lit jL.j iijt J-& jjj t Jil 6*< xrM > 

al JJM t# 3& iiii £> £ v iiLj a3i Vj & .Uiii 

J^S3l (^5 i£jajji-l L/5 CJb jji-lj 

Lait cfJj.3 (Jtl lilj jiall c_jlAcJ Lj^JI 


C<d—O oijj) -jiill (Jt-jlocJ ^01 (Jt-jl iJ&fcL>J AjIjJ 


2381. Sayyiduna Abdullah ** in ^ narrated that when it was evening, Allah's 
Messenger prayed: 


$ Jt^lj iil\ & j Adil *5 aj dll ^l ail Vj jliiiilJ jildAiil lii^at 

^JL^IJI Ut£jb j^ilj U jfrii AAAlJl aji jii dJjUl (Ui^UI l ^4r‘ 

jpclll Ipjdl AJLXijjSL$JI g.<j£v£Jbi 


(We have come to the evening and so does the dominion of Allah. Praise belongs to 
Allah. There is no God but Allah, the Alone. He has no partner. To him belongs the 
dominion and to Him belongs all praise, and He is the Omnipotent. O Allah, I ask 
you for the good of this night and the good that is in this night. And, I seek refuge in 
you from its evil and the evil that is in it. O Allah, I seek refuge in you from sloth, 
decrepitude, evil old age, temptations in this world and punishment in the grave.) 

In the morning, he made the same supplication but replaced the first words 




(We have entered the mornings as has the entire dominion entered the morning). 
According to another version, after the words (j&Hj^j) are the words: 




(O my Lord, I seek refuge in you from the punishment in the Fire and the 
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punishment in the grave). 1 

COMMENTARY: When the supplication is made in the morning, the (JJLUt) will give way to 
fjJi and the pronoun (u) will be replaced by«. Thus: 

LLil L£JJI 

WHILE GOING TO SLEEP & AWAKENING 
oJd 05 Jl».I s- ^ Jb 4 -ojJLL (YY'AY'—YTAY) 

U5Ut U Ai3 l%d tSjjl ji| iiil Jls J&S_i IjJj ojil liJU-ib jjis ji .ji. 

2382. Sayyiduna Hudhayfah -up-sd^ narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad 
(%i-j -U* & retired to his bed in the night, he put his (right) hand under his (right) 
cheek and prayed: 


L Ij O »i I tiJU-Sb 


(O Allah I die and I live in your name). 
When he awake from sleep, he prayed 


jji-hl «£lj USUI U Jbj ISkd &jjl ^A-Uil 


S i 


(Praise belongs to Allah who has revived as after causing us to die and to whom we 
shall return). 2 

2383. Sayyiduna Al-Bara <u pAi^j narrated the hadith (tradition). 3 
COMMENTARY: Some ulama (Scholars) explain 'to whom we shall return' as a return to 
him after death for reckoning. However, here it is better to say: 'awakening to seek 
sustenance and livelihood.' 

Keeping the hand under the cheek while sleeping wards off much negligence. Prayer while 
going to sleep and on awakening signifies conclusion of deeds with worship and their 
commencement too with worship. 

MUST DUST THE BED BEFORE SLEEPING 

<t£,l jk (Ji <_£jl l 5 ] 4&Z ^Jj| 4 JJI JjJJ (Jil Jll ) 

> 

^ • j l.i-L>iud i^ U'V^jb 3 ]mJl^Iju 

AjIj^ 4 j JaflSfi. ^ ? j l. q l^SiJb C^.SCwSt 

vjjjj Ol> jLfll^aJ iuaiili - 3 C|i -UJU-iL <jix] y-ijVl <££, ^ 

—eL-.Su.il 


1 Bukhari # 6365, Muslim # 74-2723. 

2 Bukhari # 7394, Abu Dawud # 5049, Tirmidhi # 3477, Ibri Majah # 3880, Musnad Ahmad 5-154. 

3 Muslim #59-2711. 
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2384. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger *-1 p ja ju said, 
"When one of you retires of his bed let him dust his bedding with the inner hem of 
his lower garment, for he cannot say what came after him on it Then, he must pray: 


LSj I 4 1 L C tj\ s. ? j l. 9 <£+SLzJa\ ^ • jl kAijl v£Jbj a* J,J liJLy-ilj 


(With your name, O Lord, do 1 place my side on it and with your power I shall raise 
it up. If you detain my soul, have mercy on it, and if you send it back, then protect it 
with what you protect your righteous slaves.) 

According to a version: then, he should lie down on his right side and then pray: 


(cJUiL) (in Your name...) 

According to yet another version: He should dust it three times with the hem of his 
garment and pray: "If you detain my soul, do forgive it." 1 
COMMENTARY: The inner hem of the lower garment is the towards the body so that the 
outer hem will not become dusty. If he has a duster then he may use it otherwise his garment. 
When a person sleeps, he is like a dead person because his soul is taken away for some time. 
Then it is returned to his body and he wakes up, or it is taken away forever and he dies. 

To sleep on the right side is because the heart is on the left side. This kind of sleep does not 
cause a total neglect. 


li—(Jll JkS l^siVl 

d? jJI iSXLSjj 1 (^jJI c£JL> oJUl ifJdlj. l»JU Vj V \£jXzi-j cJJpi 

Ajt jj Qjij lae) \ oIjS Alill (jr* 4jJ 1 AjJ 1 jUj I 

% j J l£4v£UjJjLlj£l cJLSljl Jivldjl iSi vijUa jj-Sj jil jli 

65 vLi vijU jllj dJLsjt ^ Ji ^ iilh ji dJdi J* ii 



2385. Sayyiduna al-Bara ibn Aazib narrated that when Allah's Messenger Ju> 

(jUjAjpii used to retire to his bed, he would lie on his right side and pray: 


hlj ejdl dUSj cjdi £xS\ j&j d+iljj vfjd} ^i5 i£3f 

cLJ-£Pjl djjJI lAJUl V}|w£JlLo LiJLa Vj liXa V j. Ajjfcjj 


(O Allah, I submit my soul to you, turn my face toward you and entrust my affairs 
to you, I retreat to you out of desire for, and fear of, you. There is no shelter and no 
refuge from you except in you. I believe in Your Book which you have revealed and 


1 Bukhari # 6320, Muslim # 64.2714, Abu Dawud # 5650, Tirmidhi # 3412, Ibn Majah # 3874, Darimi # 
2684, Musnad Ahmad 2-295. 
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in Your prophet whom you have sent). 

Allah's Messenger ^said, "If any one recites these words and dies during 
that night, he shall die as an adherent of the natural religion." 

According to another, version he narrated that Allah's Messenger said to 

a man, 'Perform ablution for salah (prayer) when you decide to go to bed and lie 
down on you right side and say: 




jS Jf 


He said, "If you die that night of yours, you shall die on the natural religion, but if 
you wake up in the morning, you will receive good." 1 


Ji, 15} v J^ 5 (Jj-ij sjji u~4 

(>Ju^o oljj) —Vj Aj VIj IjTj liLoSj (jULiJ 


I fiJ I 


2386. Sayyiduna Anas -up-aa^j narrated that when Allah's Messenger ,JLi j Up ifo ^ 
retired to his bed, he prayed: 


qg'jcA* isijTj isitfj isubj Hub! &jji & JUil 


(All praise belongs to Allah who has fed us, given to drink satisfied us and given us 
shelter. Many are there who do not have anyone to give them sufficiency or refuge.) 2 
COMMENTARY: The supplication concludes with a reference to numerous people in this 
large world who are beset with difficulties and need in everyday life. Allah does not preserve 
them from difficulties. They do not have even enough shelter in summer and in winter. 


(J-Jp! (j£ LbJj ( JaJj U J-Ss-U Alifr IjJI ^ • j l u^j 


VI1 ay; 


UJjwl JLdJ Is 9 (Jls iJjCi.! pLi. UU.9 jsAi <J~s j o*Li 4j I 

(Jli9 1 Ui <UJL9 oJL yj JjLa. tiSsj&S HL&.X9 

Ijjfj lltfS I JUilJ c&tij &Ai US^is Ldlil li! UilL J* U^Jil Vl 


2387. Sayyiduna Ali ** to narrated that Sayyidah Fatimah a* -an went to the 
Prophet Muhammad aJp Ai jl* to complain of the blisters on her hand from 
constant use of the grinding stone, having heard that he had received some slaves. 
He was not there, so she complained to Sayyidah Ayshah who informed 

him when he came. 

Sayyiduna Ali narrated further that he came to them when they had gone to 

bed. They made as if to get up but he advised them to stay where they w°re and came 
and sat down between them. Ali ts-to^j said that he felt the coldness of his foot on his 
belly. Then he said 'Shall I not guide you to what is better than what you both have 
asked? When you retire to your bed, say: thirty three times, (&>■ UaIi) thirty three 



1 Bukhari # 7488, Muslim # 52.2710. 

2 Muslim # 64.715, Abu Dawud # 5053. 
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times and (^k) thirty four times, it is better for you than a servant." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad pL*j Up k loved immensely (his daughter) 

Sayyidah Fatimah us-k^^ and (his son-in-law) Sayyiduna Ali Hence, he sat down 

between them without any hesitation. It is as the saying: 


Where three is love, ceremonies are done away with/ 

As for the foregoing expressions, Jazri has said in Sharh Masabih that takbir precedes. 
Ibn Kathir said that after the salah (prayer), subhan Allah (k^J) is recited first, then 
al-hamdulillah (k a**Ji) and AllahuAkbar (jf'k), but before going to sleep, Allahu Akbar 
maybe recited first. The ulama (Scholars) say that the more correct thing is that sometimes 
Allahu Akbar may be recited first and sometimes after words, so, that both versions may 
be put into practice. This is preferred and better. 

When the Prophet Muhammad said, "This is better for you than a servant." He 

meant to encourage Sayyidah Fatimah Aitk^ej to persevere against things difficult, like 
illness, worldly upsets. His words also suggest that relative to a grateful affluent man, a 
preserving poor is better. 


UajT ai)l CAjSij (Hi slil aLt U JU. ji U 


o\jj) —til* ila jJjfJ pLz> J CJ£ 


2388. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah A^k^j narrated that Sayyidah Fatimah *^k^>j came 
to the Prophet Muhammad fJujUe-kjLe to ask him for a servant. He said, "Shall I not 
point out to you that which is better than a servant. Glorify Allah {with (iijiw)} 
thirty three time. Praise Allah {with (i#.upJi)} thirty three times. Extol Allah {with (isi 
j-S'')} thirty four times after every salah (prayer) and while going to sleep." 2 
COMMENTARY: Reciting them before retiring to bed removes hardship of the day and 
sadness and grief. 

SECTION II tfto 

SUPPLICATION MORNING & EVENING 


oJbj l J4I11 j! \ 1 5 1 jLj ill l j-& & 1 S ^l££( rrM > 

t£Jbj UXii! <«Lb Iijj Cj jit J ^£Jb J 


(4^.U 1 j jJ 1 j 4 ,;! j 10 Ijj) —Jj«l!l I v£Ajp]J oJit t£Jbj 


2389. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

used to pray in the morning: 


1 Bukhari # 5361, Muslim # 80-2727, Abu Dawud # 5062, Tirmidhi # 3469,Musnad Ahmad 1-80. 

2 Muslim # 81-2728. 
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(O Allah, with your help do we come to the morning and with Your help do we 
come to the evening. With your help do we survive and with your help do we die. 
And to you is our return.) 

And, he used to pray in the evening: 



jjill 



(O Allah, with your help do we come to the evening and with your help do we come 
to the morning. With your help do we survive and with your help do we die. And, 
to you shall we be resurrected.) 1 


I3lj iSiiijST 1)1 Jji jll Oxv) 

^ * 

VljOl V . ? jf IJ-LU 8 SL^iJ I J JL|UI 


IjJj Cx.>wO) 


j], <ds <>5j O'? jv£*j 1 


jjt jjjlj eijj) 

2390. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Sayyiduna Abu Bakr 

requested, "O Messenger of Allah, command me a prayer that I should pray in the 
morning and in the evening." He instructed him to say: 


dJl V! aJl V JLgi,T ajLlsj ^ 4o ufejVlj ol>UJI jdsta Ssulllj s-iiil >}IS ill)? 



{O Allah, knower of the unseen and the seen, greater of the heavens and the earth. 
Lord and Master of everything. I bear witness that there is no God but you. I seek 
refuge in you from the mischief of my soul and from the evil of the devil and his 
ascribing partner (to you).} 

He said to him, "Make this prayer in the morning and evening and when you go to bed." 2 


Jj!c. 


vS-2 U jXZj(J*2> jlUI (\J~Zj (Jt!<J J23 (Jll ^< j Uig-.ObitS^J ^^ 

Jip! Ji>J gjtf 4?UI il &ijjd ol> J4li3l 

-iji! $3111 Sill jd ^ j iiiili ^XjJ U^jb! *5 jlil 

_jd B£ti.9 3. ? .^. “ 3_iLo j-a^JI ol jj 

1 ^ ^ £ ) 

iJpA Spl>v9 

2391. Sayyiduna Aban ibn Uthman M «u^j narrated that he heard his father say that 


1 Abu Dawud # 5068, Tirmidhi # 3402, Ibn Majah # 3868. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5067, Tirmidhi # 3403, Musnad Ahmad 2-196. 
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Allah's Messenger said, "No one will say every morning and every 

evening, three times: 




{In the name of Allah by virtue of whose name nothing in the earth or heaven can 
harm. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing} 

but no harm will afflict him." Aban was afflicted by a stroke of paralysis and the man 
(to whom he narrated this hadith (tradition)) continue to gaze at him. So Aban asked 
him why he gazed at him, for, the hadith (tradition) was as he had narrated, but he 
had not made the supplication that day so that Allah imposed His decree for him. 
Another version (of Abu Dawud) has: "He will not suffer a sudden smitting till the 
morning. If anyone pray in the morning, he will not be smitten till the evening." 1 


4iv£&Jl jX\3 V±U\ jA \l\ Ssk JiUi ^31 Jj lAj (Ynr) 


L&JU»j Lfi ^A»«L3I 8 ^.Si Ls <>5 i—.i.>jLtJij Ls o Jut) ^ U 


(j d>j $jJ» (j* (%$i _^aSl] \j\ J| g. ,J^S3l 

/ ^ * * * *■' 

«Ij 1 oljj —Lajl cJl},i<JlI jij 




2392. Sayyiduna Abdullah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ( *JL*jU*-5si tS )u> 

used to pray in the evening: 


$ I> jij lzL\ cJtUIl AS V Alii 4331 Vl411 V<Ui4ili Jji\j 

U .JAj mJJAJI oil q (fhj tlJuiji-lj IIIaj U jjiJ jUJLUl oil 3 Ls jii. dJilLil tio 


$ y 

^■^31 j£$ll l$j-A <>SJ (i-ASll 1 (j-5 1 vJIj j La 1*3 


{We have come to the evening as has the entire universe of Allah come to the 
evening. All praise belongs to Allah. There is no God but Allah. He is Alone and 
has no partner. To Him belongs the dominion and to Him belongs praise and He is 
over all things powerful. O my Lord, I ask you for the good of this night and the 
good of that which follows it. I seek refuge in you from the mischief that is in this 
might and the mischief of that which follow it. My Lord. I seek refuge in you from 
sloth and the evil of old age, or of disbelief} 

Another version has: 


j<iJ! (jiwjllcj ^ll3! ^Jv-jII^O^ jjlicijj 


{from the evil of old age and of pride. My Lord, I seek refuge in you from 
punishment in hell and punishment in the grave} 

When it was morning, he said the same but (instead of evening) "We have come to 


1 Abu Dawud # 5088, Tirmidhi # 3399, Ibn Majah # 3869, Musnad Ahmad 1-62. 
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the morning as has the universe of Allah." (to the end.) 1 
Jjjxs U a ffi v < sl;l"gill 

.JAcI 0 -^j jU Uj ^ 3jJI pLiU Yj,sji Yj oAaffcj $dJi ^ 

Ji. J 41 ^ Util 6 ^ 4 ^ ^ jL Jski jl ^ 1 ^ ^ 3131 

2393. One of the daughters nettop of the Prophet Muhammad reported 

that the Prophet Muhammad ^JL-*jaJLp.^»i used to teach her, instructing her to say in 
the morning: 

-iT ' ~ '' '' 

uig ^ JL jsU .1 al 3I11 Jiji 

{Allah is without blemish. I begin with His praise. There is no power save with 
Allah, what Allah wills does happen and what He does not will does not transpire. 
1 know that surely Allah is over all things powerful and surely Allah has embraced 
everything with knowledge.} 

Hence, whosoever makes this prayer in the morning shall be preserved till evening 
(from affliction and sins) and whosoever makes this prayer in the evening shall be 
preserved till morning. 2 

(Jts Cy 4 JJI <Jls (j^l 0^"J 

liAjlI?ifijl cb-j fefcj j>3% cJ>UJ 14 Ijiu5j }±j£ 

(.jljjjlal^j't—*dJJ 4 *GUU^£J /3A5UUv£J 

2394. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ( jL. J *JipJit u JU said 

that if anyone says in the morning - (the verses 30:17-19) 

then he will get that day that of which he was deprived. If he recites it in the 
evening, then he will get that night that of which he was deprived. 3 

COMMENTARY: The entire verse is: 

• J j-a. Yl £y c -. ^ l 

{so glorified be Allah when you enter the evening and when you enter the morning. 
And His is all praise in the heavens and the earth and (glorify him) in the afternoon 
(asr) and then when you enter the time of declining of the sun. He brings forth the 
living from the dead, and brings forth the dead from the living, and revives the 


1 Tirmidhi # 3401, Abu DAwud # 5071, Muslim # 74-2723. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5075. 

3 Abu Dawud # 5076. 
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earth after her death, and thus shall you be brought forth.} (30:17-19) 

(Glorifying Allah is to offer the salah (prayer). In the evening is maghrib and isha and 
morning is fajr. Afternoon is asr and declining sun is zuhr. Living from dead is from sperm 
and egg, and dead from the living is the sperm and the egg from the living. The dead earth 
becomes fertile and so will you be resurrected from the grave.) 

The hadith (tradition) means that if anyone recites this verse in the morning then whatever 
he misses of his rota of petitions and pious works will be compensated. The same applies to 
recital in the evening. 

Nafi reported that Ibn Arzaq k*+*-j asked Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas *i*k^j if he found the 
command for the five salah (prayer) in the Quran with their specified hours. He said, "Yes" 
and a cited these verses as defining the hours of the five salah (prayer) s. 


i JfeU 4 Jj CS! *4 j S-k £ iiil A)j 'i&il ’i si 

& 

ill J-a jLl M-J Cs &Idi cA iUi jtl ^4 Js. iJJj ji,si ^ jM l5j UftS ^_j\j 

jll \lZj USo JjjH <_#&■ bf JjJ>j b jlis J 401 & 


(^a.U jjl oljj) 

2395. Sayyiduna Abu Ayash ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that if anyone says in the morning 

(There is no God but Allah. He is Alone. He has no partner. To him belongs the 
kingdom and to Him belongs the kingdom and to Him belongs all praise and he is 
over all things powerful) 

he will earn a reward equivalent to emancipating a slave from among the 
descendants of Prophet Isma'il ten good deeds will be recorded for him, ten 

evil deeds will be erased from him, ten degrees will be raised for him and he will 
be protected from the devil till the evening. 

If anyone says these words in the evening then he will earn all that till the morning. 
Hammad ibn Salamah reported about a man who saw Allah' Messenger kju> 

in a dream and he asked him, "O Messenger of Allah, Abu Ayyash narrates 
this hadith (tradition) from you?" He said, "Abu Ayyash speaks the truth." 1 


9>. * 




SUPPLICATION AFTER MAGHRIB AND FAJR SALAH (PRAYER) 

I5J jlil JM cA lA C^i «4yl£l ofj (Ym) 

lij, CjI f'-r" 1 ^LJI 0-5 C IjlaI Jk6 3 ^ • j l s 


1 Abu Dwud # 5077, Ibn Majah # 3867. 
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Iij, (iJUU lijj jlj^. £jJ 


>1 


£jJ.j 


# x p 

(jJLjjl oljj) 

2396. Sayyiduna Al-Harith ibn Muslim At Tamimi ii» reported that his father 
narrated that Allah's Messenger told him quietly, "When you finish the 

salah (prayer) of maghrib, pray before speaking to anyone seven times: 

{O Allah, protect me from the Fire} 

If after praying that you die that night of yours, deliverance from hell will be 
recorded for 

You. And, when you have offered the salah (prayer) of fajr, pray accordingly, for, if 
you die that day of yours, deliverance from hell be recorded for you. 1 

THE PROPHET'S PRAYER MORNING & EVENING 


1 gVJjj& p jj 4ilc AaJ 1 <i31 (J O^j (YVAV) 

J4JJI (|l ijj G*Jj q\jjz jlii jM ,jUi <j4j etfSj 4 SguSi CJ0U1 ?v^ 


4^6-2 nJj! ijc-l? 4^.9 6-2J 6^3 o£> ^ 


(jjl j^jI oljj) 

2397. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (^L-jUpin JU never 

omitted to make this supplication in the morning and in the evening: 


u -5 JUlii(Jitjj 41 jJU ltf 4 i dJJLil 


6-2 (Jt£c-' jjs-li Jp-9 (>«J 4Ui j4?j <S*J C>2J 


{O Allah, I beseech you for security in this world and the hereafter. O Allah, I 
beseech you for forgiveness and security in my faith, in my worldly affairs, in my 
family and in my property. O Allah, conceal my defects r id keep me secure from 
my apprehensions. O Allah, protect me from front of me and from behind me, from 
my right and from my left, and from above me. And I seek refuge in your greatness 
lest I receive a sudden damage from beneath me (meaning swallowing.} 2 


ANOTHER PRAYER FOR MORNING OR EVENING 

<£J-Uii \l^h\ jJjS\ M £&■ & JUi si)l j-* jll Jl u-il cAj < Y ™ A > 

cJj V u£JjLA.j o* ji\ Vj,sdj, V 4UI <£*Jl k£JLil (£..121%. *.^.JL7 .S^Lqj ilLsi 

Uib ^ ♦ j l qojt‘>9wLUi4 AjL g»I Jj£ c. • jt 9 

C..4«* >• (JLaj JJI Sji IJ I oljj — AJ J lil i 1 j 4j Lai I La 4 J 4UI 


1 Abu Dawud # 5079. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5074, Ibn Majah # 3871. 
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2398. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ said that if 

any one says in the morning: 










{O Allah, we come to the morning calling you to bear witness and we call as 
witnesses the bearers of the throne. Your angels and all your creatures that you, 
certainly you, are Allah, here is no God but you. You are Alone, you have no 
partner, and, (to bear witness) that Muhammad is your servant and your 
Messenger.} 

Allah will forgive him the sins that he commits that day. If any one says it in the 
evening, then Allah will forgive him the sins that he commits that night. 1 


jJg- (jr* Ls *il)\ ^lJ! (Jj^j <Jb <Jb ^ < j bjl c£ % 0^"^) 


oljj) 


2399. Sayyiduna Thawban narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that no Muslim will make this prayer three times in the evening and in the morning 
without Allah being pleased with him on the day of resurrection: 






{I am pleased with Allah as Lord, with Islam as religion and with Muhammad 
as Prophet} 2 

COMMENTARY: Some versions have (uj) (Prophet) and same have (^j-o) (Messenger). 
Hence, it is mustahab (desirable) to recite both ('i j±jj uJ jifwj) (and with Muhammad as 
Prophet and Messenger). 


zJfi- oJ6 j l 51 ji I jj, ^ <_ ^>Lij 4 Q& 4jJI (J^> £jJJ! ^ j l Xl$jJL • 't-'ll • *) 

—&!j£31 (j*- JUilj l? 1 oljJ I tiJ5b% jj I j£ ^.5 <Jb Jb-j 4-J J 


2400. Sayyiduna Hudahayfah ^j narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad 

intended to go to sleep, he put his hand under his head, and prayed: 


{O Allah, preserve me from your punishment on the day when you shall assemble 
your creatures - or, resurrect your creatures.} 3 

2401. Sayyiduna Al-Bara narrated (this hadith (tradition)) too. 4 

COMMENTARY: According to another hadith (tradition), the Prophet Muhammad '• 



1 Abu Dawud # 5078. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3400, Ibn Majah # 3870, Musnad Ahmad 5.367. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3409, Ibn Majah # 3877. 

4 Musnad Ahmad 4-281. 
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kept his hand under his cheek, so, it means that sometimes he kept his hand under his 
cheek and sometimes under his head. Or, his hand may have been part under his cheek 
and part under his head. The narrator reported as he saw. 


J44JI Mi s jJS\j\ lij jXzl&p\ j-2> 4 JJI JjJii ^J\ 6fi ‘ 


(jJljjjl oljj) Ji i£Jd Iji oil. i£J£ 

2402. Sayyidah Hafsah ^ narrated that when Allah's Messenger 
intended to go to sleep, he put his right hand under his cheek and prayed three 
times: 

1 1 

{O Allah preserve me from your punishment on the day when you shall resurrect 
your creatures} 1 

41 J4jjT >Lj .*& dll ^L>i # i!>£j (u ‘ r) 

* * 9 9 j + (9 * *9 

Vjo43JIc«*j| Lij Jl^I cijUsbdl 

M~J VjtiJiiiI—als^ Vjc±J JcLa. J>4d 

2403. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that when he retired to bed Allah's Messenger 

jJLjUftiiiJL* used to pray: 

v-iiSj cLj! 49^9 & Ai.1 CjULlJI cJjUJ^1 Jb413I 

I j Vj cJ Jkcj Vj cJ VJ4lJf^ jU3 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in Your noble countenance and in your perfect words from 
the evil of that which you seize by the forelock. O Allah, you alone relieve (one) 
from debt and sin. O Allah, Your army is never routed and your promise is never 
broken. The riches of the affluent avail him not against you are without blemish, 
and praise belongs to you} 2 

J>4\ Jij JL ^L)\J xjs 43 ol> iuS yhJ J^l t^-l ViV 

4-4^' i^-4 I Jub (jlij I o IJJ — IxjJj I ^ bl 5 JItJ I 1 i| JJ jJtcjI q] [q iJJj S3SJ\ 

2404. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that if anyone prays three times when he retires to his bed: 

J&\$k Vls3lV^jJ! 2&i|Jii£4 


{I seek forgiveness of Allah besides whom is no God, the ever-living, the Eternal, 
and I repent to Hlim} 


1 Abu Dawud # 5054. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5052. 
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then Allah forgives him his sins even though they be like the foam of the sea, or as 
numerous as the sand particles of (the desert) Aalij, or like in number to the leaves 
of the trees, or equal to the number of days of this world. 1 

COMMENTARY: Aalij is a desert in the western area, (or a large desert near Thalabiyah - 
Mujam Baldan) 


ANY SURAH OF THE QUR'AN BEFORE SLEEPING 

JLa»b (j* La(Jj-iJ (Jts (Jb Ol ^ 

jvJl oljj) —fASji & **4~S*2 Us (J5j VjaiJl 

2405. Sayyiduna Shaddad ibn Aws narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(►i-j said, "If a Muslim recites a surah from Allah's Book when he retires to bed, 
Allah appoints an angel to look after him. So, that nothing harmful may approach 
him till he awakes. 2 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"When you go to bed, recite surah al-Fatihah and al-Ikhlas. You will be safe (as long as you 
sleep) from everything apart from death. 

V ^ < jtbX(JjJo jli jll^UJI cA cA 3U I aIc. 

oJJ&j |U-£ U*j <J 4 -*S lAJ jrU-3 Uij 4-^i.l V} JLLAi 

cbLI jll ? U Jbis jlij I J* ailI jpj dblJ jll lji£ 

4jU o«X4i£j oJvSJj J Jl^I lijj ^ • j l j~r£\ *bta A)lj ^ . j UJJ L> 4 jL«J 

Ila ajxzZJLa (jyyiJI lj^Jill ^ . j l j~«Jl ( 5 >—o3 \J ^ . j LsJJ b 4 jL» 

1 Jj&» jiib ilfjftf ilfjfif jj&l <gU^ qiij ^udbi id <Jb ji* y 


vjf e|i i^Lzihj jjljjitj ^oljj -^5 Lb JjU. Aijpb jLKj Us C| f£fbj jjiis V 
&La IjZ^J 3J& Q IjkSjA-C-1a-&.?A£ -Lagbl V jlfLa. jt ^ . jl£La.-v jll 5JIS 


Oi i &U fc4j o^Uij lJuS lit 15} <£SU5j Us Jl JlSb jl* ^IjJl j 

u> 9* + 

—tjA djJI AAfr ^-“5^AS”| 


2406. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-Aas ** <i»i narrated that Allah's 
Messenger (*JL.jUp *#1 J~p said, "Two characteristics in a Muslim man will ensure his 
admittance to paradise. Indeed, both of them are easy, but those who adopt them 
are few. Glorify Allah after every salah (prayer) ten times, praise Him ten times and 
extol Him ten times. He observed Allah's Messenger count them on his 

fingers and he said, "They are one hundred and fifty on the tongue, but one 


1 Tirmidhi # 3408, Musnad Ahmad 11074. 

2 Tirmidhi. 
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thousand five hundred in the scale. And, which of you can commit two thousand 
five hundred sins in a day and a night?" He was asked, "Why can we not adopt 
these characteristics regularly?" He said, "The devil comes to one of you while he is 
engaged in his salah (prayer) and asks him to remember this and remember that till 
he finishes his salah (prayer) and perhaps does not do it. The devil comes to him 
when he goes to bed and does not cease to induce him to sleep till he goes to sleep. 
According to a version in Abu Dawud. "Two qualities or two characteristics in a 
muslim..." 

And also after the words "One thousand five hundred in the scale." He said, "When 
he retires to bed, he should extol Allah thirty four times, praise Him thirty three 
times, and glorify Him thirty three times." 1 

In most text of al-Musabih, the narrator is Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar 
COMMENTARY: The question 'which of you..." is actually a denial, the who earns so 
many pieties cannot commit as many sins. It is in the light of Allah's words: 

oL%XmJI Jd ^ ? j I. 

(Surely good deeds will drive away the evil deeds} (11:114) 

These pieties removes sins and also get ranks raised. 

The devil is sworn enemy of man and makes him omit the tasbih after salah (prayer) and so 
before going to sleep. 

GRATITUDE FOR BLESSING DURING DAY & NIGHT 




^ + £*9 y* ** \ * ' c * * 

oljj) {jl\ ala 


2407. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Ghannam -up k narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(JL-jUp-Sii said that if anyone says in the morning: 



S (j-* jl (jr% La 


(O Allah, the blessings upon me or upon anyone of your creatures in the morning 
are from you alone. You have no partner, for you is all praise and for you is 
gratitude} 

then, indeed, he has given thanks for that day of his. 

And, he who says the same in the evening has, indeed, expressed gratitude for the 
night of his. 


PRAYER WHILE GOING TO SLEEP 


i£jj JL&JJI (J}J, tsjl lij, (JjJb ^ &JJI (J*** I O^j ^^' 


A) 


Of liJbi ji\ SljJjljjU urplj Jill £ $ 44j yfejVli 

v£j.lwj J-5-Vl (JjVl v£»j| ^CJU»UL> JLi.1 O-jl J—(J?j 


1 Tirmidhi # 3421, Abu Dawud # 5065, Nasa'I # 1344, Musnad Ahmad # 6927. 
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||jj ^ 2 i 3 | (ja c£$ 3 \ JLc. uf 3 ! fez 'SiSjS l ri^ c-jfj feZ> Cjlji ^Ulll 

—I o lJJi3 4 ^La Ij lj 1I 

2408. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah j narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad 
pL* jUp-an jl> retired to his bed, he would pray: 

vPpij pVij tup Jps Lspli P-I JHI p J 4 Uj u«/Vij v-ipi 4 U iP 

cJjL»j oPlJ i£*il 41P5L1J jpl oPl J-- 1 tj?i 

{O Allah, Lord of the heaven and Lord of the earth. Lord of everything, who splits 
the grain and the kernel, who has revealed the Torah, the Injil and the Quran, I seek 
refuge in you from the evil of every source of evil whom you do seize by the 
forelock. You are the first, there was noting before you. You are the last, there is 
nothing after you. You are the Manifest and there is nothing above you. You are the 
Hidden and there is nothing beyond you repay for me the debt and grant me riches 
removing poverty} 1 
Muslim has it with a slight difference. 

Al-Hisn al Haseen has that it must be recited while lying down for sleep. 

j£\ l 5 lJ p» rfJJJ JjjJJsjjl^UfV 

j pilj jUj Ids 414S Lilj p 4 pi J4111 p p P ^ Js 

(jji^' oUj)(J*Vi 

2409. Sayyiduna Abu azhar al-Anmari ** & narrated that when the Prophet 

Muhammad retired to his bed in the night, he made this supplication. 

{In the name of Allah. I put down my side for Allah. O Allah, forgive me my sin, 
put way my devil (from me). Relieve me of my responsibility. Cause me to be in the 
most high assembly.} 2 

COMMENTARY: Relieve me of my responsibility refer to rights of other people. Absolve 
me of these rights and forgive me my lapses and deliver me from punishment. 

.Ac^Ll (JI5 (JiLlI Cf-$ kis^aA JpI 1 3} ^ 2131 ^dJl ^ » j l t £I ^ ^ ^ 

^Uafrl J-astl (S^ QbX? <4^ 

k!i\j ^Z (J& (JLi. 

2410. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j narrated that when Allah's Messenger 


1 Tirmidhi # 3411, Abu Dawud # 5051, Ibn Majah # 3873, Musnad Ahmad # 8969, Muslim # 2713. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5054. 
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retired to bed in the night, he prayed: 

aJJ. JLiaU jJlJ L^-^5 ^liT? <4^ ^4-4sU 

53 jj k&LaJ 

^ ^ ^ * 

{Praise belongs to Allah who provided me enough, gave me shelter, fed me and 

gave me to drink. He favoured me and has bestowed generously on me. He 
granted me, and granted liberally. Praise belongs to Him in every condition. O 
Allah, Lord of everything and Master thereof, God of everything. I seek refuge 
in you from the Fire.} 1 

CURE OF INSOMNIA 

jiiLitfi u*bi b jUl jLjjj&d)! j-s csP 1 d&sj&l &6j(ym) 

Laj §-r*^l I Olu c 'JI tJ"*® tl} cLJjl Ij], 1UI (Jb:9 Cy$ 

sjji Ui«5. UjiL-lslUj 1 jbojVl Ojj dLJJgl 

(Jj I lljj -cJl Vi 531V «£jgS 531 Vi dJjl4 J4J eJjU.> ^ ^Jl j Ilit JsjiS 

—(Jjfcl (j^*? 5 £>«Xa. J3 (_gj?l j4l ji^-bO^^o^S^li tj?L> oib-ii(_^4 lAjfc ^Jlsi 

2411. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that Sayyiduna Khalid ibn al-Walid 

***#) complained to the Prophet Muhammad saying, "O Messenger of 

Allah, I cannot sleep in the night because of insomnia." So, the Prophet 
Muhammad r L.jU*5ii instructed him, "When you retire to your bed, pray: 

LSj Ob jj d-lslUjVl Objj c-JJal Uj ol j ^ U lJl Cbj J#-|I31 


Vj ioJj(4 JLfJ i£i JU.Jp- ( 


1 jl j4^-2 Ail 4 


cJlVi53l^dj^53l 

{O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and that on which they cast their shadows. 
Lord of the earths and that which they bear. Lord of the devils and of those whom 
they mislead, be for me a nighbour against the mischief of your creatures, all of 
them together lest any of them should trespass on me or oppress me. Great is your 
neighbourhood and glorious is your praise. There is no God besides you. There is 
no God but You.}" 2 


COMMENTARY: Hisn Haseen has cited this prayer from Tabarani (awsat) and Ibn Abu 
Shaybah. However, their versions are somewhat different in words and slightly brief. 


1 Abu Dawud # 5058. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3534. 
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SECTION III 




SPECIFIC PRAYERS OF MORNING & EVENING 

fas* 

i£Jb jol JlaJ A£S^jJ ojjij oJ^j Jil I juk j£i. cJJ ULii ^ 4l}i»LlLdl 

2412. Sayyiduna Abu Maalik narrated that Allah's Messenger (d-* j U* it JLp 

said that when anyone wakes up in the morning, he must say: 

ijjlj JX3 dAJlist J415I jUUJI Oj *1}vllidl 

e $J6 U J-i <>$J 4l| U (f^5 CJb 1J o 1 JL&j 

{We have come to the morning as has the dominion for Allah, the Lord of the 
worlds. O Allah, I pray to you for the good of this day, its opening, its help, its light, 
its blessing and its guidance. And I seek refuge in your from the evil that is in it 
and the evil that it after it.} 

When he comes to the evening, he should say like it. 1 

a, & d ^ Jjk \ § ise $ jjb *iuu-sf qH dii jil 5>£? yi cr^-p i < u vr '> 

&I3j M eJl ^Js3} V lS/ 4j q i4i)t 

(jjloljj)* Q. . fj . ’ j L" ■ ?.I 'J f^ ^ j - - '■ b (Jlid 

2413. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Bakrah & narrated that he told his 
father having heard him say every morning. 

id^jl Vj,5il, V Q 

{O Allah, grant me soundness in my body. O Allah, grant me soundness in my 
hearing. O Allah, grant me soundness in my sight. There is no God but you.} 

He told him that he repeated it three times (every) morning and thrice (every) 
evening. He (the father) said, 'O my sin, I Heard Allah's Messenger pray 

in these words and I love to emulate his sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ^jU*^jU>)/'2 

COMMENTARY: The true sprit behind a supplication and deeds should be to abide by the 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad Reward and acceptance of prayer 

are not the aim. 

PRAYER IN THE MORNING. 

Ui4^1 jti fcJ>\ ISI j£sj 4& 4l5l j-& *bl jJ45 Js Jjl I Oi 6^i (uu) 

41} JLiilj *l}iijUl^l 


1 Abu Dawud # 5084. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5090. 
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b La.^A.3 o^'Ij I Ju& (Jif-I 

^%wJl 0^1 5 b I 


2414. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abu Awfa <*■ -it narrated that in the morning 
Allah's Messenger used to pray: 


Uj juillj JijljJiVlj jiilj iukjlj ibJLSJIj 

L^M.3 IJua^JJl (JjLa.1 gjj,L» ^3 


{We came to the morning as does Allah's certain comes to morning for Allah's sake. 
All praise belongs to Allah Greatness and might belong to Allah. The creation, the 
command, the night and the day and all that rests in the two - all belong to Allah. O 
Allah, cause the first part of the day righteousness, the middle part of it 
achievement of need and the last part of it success, O the most Merciful of those 
who show mercy.} 1 

COMMENTARY: The supplication that is concluded with (O the Most Merciful 

of those who show mercy) is accepted quickly. 


Hi 


,! 151 Sjk 4* J-* *1JI JjJo CA ofi (Y1 ' 0) 


HLI 4±* J£j jLj <d£ ill J* j&J UL$ cAi u^UiVl VI SjJ^I J* 


((JijIjJIj Jcoa.1 ol >-^t ^ Uq La^li 

2415. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abza -ue-aii^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
piu jUa-3ii jl* used to pray in the morning. 


HL! aIa J^-^3 lA* 3 LlLj H 



{We enter upon the morning as those following the natural religion (of Islam), the 
expression of Allah's unity, on the religion of our Prophet Muhammad 
and on the creed of our father Ibrahim (OLJi-Up who was an upright man, not one of 
the polytheists.} 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad was sent to the other people as 

well as to himself as is evident in the words 'on the religion of our Prophet 
Muhammad ^ 3 -a* k Or, he used these words in prayer to teach his ummah to 
make supplication in this manner. 


1 Mawawi in Kitab al adh kar # 1921, Ibn as Sunni # 38. 

2 Darimi # 2688. 
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CHAPTER - VI 

SUPPLICATION MADE AT DIFFERENT TIMES 


Cj lij^f 1^0 lj£jJ lot 


The dhikar, or prayers, etc., that are known to have been made by the prophet Muhammad 
(.jL.jUf.ij ju> at different times an circumstances, may be made at the known times. It is 
musnun for every one. If they are included in anyone's regular practice then that is very 
excellent. If that is not possible then they must be made thoroughly, at least, once. Thereby, 
the blessings of emulating the Prophet Muhammad will be achieved. 

SECTION I 

PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM THE DEVIL 

4Uf$j ii isufaif -Jj p jjfc dll J* jii\ jli jl* y3| y£ < T i V V 

j3jU433jj&^L>l4s jtl 

2416. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"If one of you intends to have sexual intercourse with his wife, let him pray: 

{In the name of Allah. O Allah, protect us from the devil and cause the devil to 
keep away from what you give us} 1 

Then if a child be destined for them, the devil would never harm it." 

COMMENTARY: That the devil will never harm it means 'turn it to disbelief.' Thus, if 
Allah is remembered at the time of sexual intercourse, children bom as a result will live as 
Muslim till their death. Or, the devil cannot cause any deformity in the children. 

Imam Jawzi &***■ j said that the devil cannot impair the religion of this person's children. 
Some others say that the devil does not strike the newborn with his finger. 

AT THE TIME OF SEVERE ANXIETY OR GRIEF 

u*J^I driJefJ 1ol>UJt lLj&I V! JZjsI I \ Vl^lV Jgi I j£sS I 

2417. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ** k\ narrated that when he was anxious, Allah's 
Messenger (JL.jUpiu^j jl> used to pray: 

4-JJ oljiiJI d>j sill Vi ail V Jikiil ij aljl Vl ill V jai .I jilisil Jill VlaJiV 


1 Bukhari # 3271, Muslim # 116-1434, Abu Dawud # 2161, Tirmidhi # 1098. Ibn Majah # 1919, Darimi 
# 2212 . 
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{There is no God but Allah, the Mighty, the clement. There is no God but Allah, 
Lord of the great throne. There is no God but Allah, Lord of the heavens. Lord of 
the earth. Lord of the noble throne.} 1 

FIGHTING OFF ANGER 


USls J lii Jli'v J* 4L1 jlU *U.jSi£lJ I4JIS 4^.u 4-i5 U 4 JU-Ij 

jjis U 1 fe 4j U ijit y-SSJI &}. i§U 



2418. Sayyiduna Sulayman ibn Surad in narrated that two men reviled one 
another in the presence of the Prophet Muhammad Up ito JU> while they (the 
sahabah) j were seated in his company. One of them abused the other angrily, 
his face red with rage. The Prophet Muhammad said, "I certainly know 

of an expression which if he says he would rid himself of his wild emotions: 

jikiJt ji) {I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed devil}" The sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) said to the man "Have you not heard what the 

Prophet Muhammad said?" He said, "I am not insane." 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) is based on the verse: 



{If a provocation from satan provokes you then seek refuge in Allah. Surely, He is 
hearer, knower} (7:200) 

This man was not familiar with religion and Shariah and he presumed that the ta'awudh 
(,**■ js.\) is recited only for or by the insane. In fact, when any one flies into a rage, 
he too is overcome by a form of insanity. Hence, it is profitable to recite this expression at 
the time of rage/ 

Teebi ibWj said that perhaps that man was a hypocrite or a rude and snide ignorant one. 
CROWING COCKS & BRAYING DONKEY 


all I 9 j£*. jj-15J, jisj Alii ^ii! JjJJ jt! jtS (j,\ Cj&j ( y ^ ^) 

* > • 


2419. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "When you people hear the crowing of the cocks, pray to Allah for His 
blessings, for, they have seen an angel. But, when you hear the braying of a donkey, 
seek refuge in Allah from the devil, for, it has seen a devil." 3 


1 Bukhari # 6345, Muslim # 83-2730, Tirmidhi # 34%, Ibn Majah # 3883. 

2 Bukhari # 6115, Muslim # 109-2610, Abu Dwud # 4780, Tirmidhi # 3516, Musnad Ahmad 5-240. 

3 Bukhari # 3303, Muslim # 82-2729, Abu Dawud # 5102,Tirmidhi # 3524. 
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COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) is evidence that when pious people are around 
Allah's mercy and blessings descend. It is mustahab (desirable) to make supplication at that 
time. Moreover, since Allah's punishment, it is mustahab (desirable) to seek refuge in Allah 
when one is in their surroundings lest their wickedness leave their mark on one. 


PRAYER WHILE EMBARKING ON A JOURNEY 


JJ l o i-5 tfjlil IS) ^Lj ill Ja 4ji Jpj sijl (u Y * } 

uj ill 

o-.iloJki5 Id y>o\$ Idle ^ 0“5,? (_£_^2e3!j jjJI l«Lt> 

_^***^l l /5 cJbj ji\ 1 (JtoJlj (Jjb'ifl 

C«l—* q 1 vk • jj.1* Ia. ill >1 ^ J jjijlg jIjJ C^ls ^4 -j 13]J 

2420. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that when Allah's Messenger (Jl-jUp-sh 


settled on his camel to depart on a journey, he called AllahuAkbar three times. 
Then he prayed: 


J! d\j id lifuj ili> ^jJi 

dJl J4JJIidjisfj ill 15 j^ Uilc U ,j4Jdl (>?J ill 

^a 1J| (^5 CJijjji-t jLfrljf (juilj (J-4.V) ;j ijjjLiH-lj (J C-O.L151 

g^Vij ^Ldi (j ydiidi 


{Glorified be He who has subjected (all) this to us while we ourselves were 
incapable to do it. (43:13) O Allah, we ask you in this journey of ours piety and 
righteousness, and deeds that will please you. O Allah, make this journey easy for 
us and cut short its distance. O Allah, you are our companion in the journey and the 
Guardian of our family. 

O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the toil of the journey and the seeing of a painful 
sight and a bad return to my wealth and family) 

And, when he returned, he made the some supplication with this addition: 


^ < J 9.1a ti HjJ-3,. 


{We are returning, repentant, worshippers of our Lord and we praise Him.} 1 
THINGS FROM WHICH THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD SOUGHT REFUGE 

DURING A JOURNEY 


(S-5 j*-* 15], jl^J*d£ili)l *131 Jj-ij JlS il3'J4^ u^s ( y ^ ) 

C>1—* oljj) JUlij Jj&Vl j.jLlldl Sjioj ^j.^31 jc-diiiil 


2421. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Sarj is ** li narrated that whenever Allah's 


1 Muslim # 425 - 1342 , Abu Dawud # 2602 , Musnad Ahmad 1 - 52 , Bukhari. 
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Messenger set out on a journey, he sought refuge in Allah from the toils 

of the journey, cumbersome return poverty after plenty, curse of the oppressed and 
seeing his family and property in harm. 1 

COMMENTARY: Refuge in Allah from the curse of an oppressed in actually refuge from 
being oppressive. 

WHEN HALTING SOMEWHERE 


V^La (jjj & 4jJt d±}\ -i»£J ll eJL> 4 JjX cAj 

iy} J>-1 (J^ 0 UL 1 II<131 oUJ^j 3(JLa9 


CjJl—o oljj) — 

2422. Sayyidah Khawlah bint Hakim -up-fy^ said that she heard Allah's Messenger 
say that if anyone halts at a place (during a journey or otherwise) and prays: 


Ls J^i^cjLsLJI 4UI oL>J 5 o 3jiLl 


{I seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the evil of what He has created,} 
then nothing will harm him till he moves ahead from his place where he had halted. 2 

SUPPLICATION FOR PROTECTION IN THE NIGHT 


C-.Ial La 4UI L> (JLU jS«Lij 4JJI (Jj-ij *Li. (Jls S_^Lr* (T£• XT') 

(Jk^-La <33 oLaLJl 4 JJI CtUJtL 3j£l p-liil Lai (Jlfl <33 


C>1— 0 oljj) 


2423. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up in narrated that a man came to Allah's 
Messenger (JL-j-OpJiijl* and submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, I am suffering from 
the sting of a scorpion since last night." He said, "If you had prayed in the evening: 


(jLi. La^^(^$ oLallJI «lL 3I 3j£l 


(translation in previous hadith (tradition)) it would not have hurt you." 3 
COMMENTARY: According to a hadith (tradition), if anyone makes the foregoing 
supplication in the evening three times, nothing poisonous will harm him that night. 
(Tirmidhi) 

Another hadith (tradition) recommends this prayer in the morning. 

Sayyiduna Mufassal ibn Yasar said that if anyone recites this expression then seventy 

thousand angels pray for him to be forgiven. If he dies in that condition, then he is a martyr. 


„ * 9 


PRAYER IN MORNING DURING A JOURNEY 

-lj s131. ^ Jilij <£& 4131 *Jj\ ^ \ J (ym) 

C < >X~/a 0 Ij j)^LJ I <33 al) LI 15 Ll1 a .L& LjJ b jlc <3-“^‘j <13 I f*3 Li 


1 Muslim # 426-1342, Tirmidhi # 3502, Ibn Majah # 3886, Darimi # 2672, Musnad Ahmad 5-82. 

2 Muslim # 54.2708, Abu Dawud # 3499, Tirmidhi # 3448, Ibn Majah # 3547, Musnad Ahmad 2-290. 

3 Muslim # 90.270 



528 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


2424. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that during a journey the Prophet 

Muhammad (*L<would pray at dawn: 



{The hearer heard me praise Allah and acknowledge the excellence of His blessing 
on us. Our Lord, accompany us (in the journey) and show favour to us. We seek 
refuge in Allah from hell.} 1 

PROPHET'S PRAYER ON RETURNING FROM JIHAD, HAJJ & UMRAH 


Jl 1 (Jjis (J ^ u^j 

* ^ ^ ^ / x 

lii\ 5)j iiil JJ 4J jiij&l 

siii jjji jij .I jij 

(<ult Jya^^ojLLJ '4 J IVI J»J-*J 


2425. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar **•j narrated that when Allah's Messenger 
returned from a battle, hajj or umrah and came to an elevated place, he would say 
AllahuAkbar three times and pray 


^ ^ V hlLj &! Vl ;Gl V 

oJkAJ Clj!_)- :k -Vl bJ£j 4U! (3 Juo ^ ? J 9 La. J '• j jjulc 


{There is no God but Allah is Alone and who has no partner. To him belongs the 
dominion and for Him is all praise and He is over all things powerful. We are 
returners, repentant, worshippers, prostrating before our Lord and praising Him. 
Allah made His promise true, helped His servant and He alone routed the 
confederates.} 2 * 

COMMENTARY: The confederates were the combined army of the quraysh, the Jews of 
Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir numbering ten to twelve thousand men. They decided to 
invade Madinah, but were routed without fighting when Allah subjected them to heavy 
minds and His angels. 

PROPHET'S PRAYER AGAINST THE IDOLATERS DURING THE BATi LE 

OF AHZAB (CONFEDERATES) 


j 6 julc3JJI ^15! (Jj-ij Js O^J 

j j&j* i j&\ oiJ43 jT v l 4.! v l£$Si j £ij&\ JiSS 


2426. Sayyidima Abdullah ibn Abu Awfa narrated that during the Battle of al- 

. Ahzab (the confederates), Allah's Messenger ^jAOe&jU prayed against the idolaters: 






1 Muslim # 68-2718. 

2 Bukhari # 1797, Muslim # 428-1344, Tirmidhi # 952, Abu Dawud # 2770, Musnad Ahmac # 49603 

(2-5) 
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{O Allah, who has revealed the Book, and who is quick to take reckoning. O Allah, 
defeat the confederates. O Allah, defeat them and unnerve them.} 1 

THE SUNNAH(PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET MUHAMMAD FOR THE 

HOST & THE GUEST 


2427. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Busr narrated that Allah's Messenger J~p 

^jvisited his father (Busr). They offered him some food and waibah (clarified 
butter, dried curd and dates mixture). He ate from that. Then, he was presented 
some dates that he ate. He threw their stones with his fingers, putting together the 
forefinger and the middle finger. (According to a version: he began to cast away the 
stones on the upper side of his fore finger and middle finger). Then something to 
drink was offered to him. He drank it. Then, Abdullah's father said to him while 
holding the bridle of his beast, "Pray for us to Allah!" He prayed: 



{O Allah, bestow on them blessing in what you have given them, forgive them and 
have mercy on them} 2 


COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) teaches what is masnun for the guest and the host. 
SECTION II 

ON BEHOLDING THE NEW MOON 


lllicidj&i jL$Uf Jt! (J^ll j I Si. y 9 L I^> ^gibl ^ ? jT 4 UI Xli l’ yj Z>JJ£ lA 


2428. Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Ubaydullah narrated that whenever the Prophet 
Muhammad beheld the new moon, he prayed: 




(O Allah, cause this moon to rise on us with peace, faith, safety and Islam. My Lord 
and your Lord (o moon) is Allah.} 3 


COMMENTARY: The word 'hilal' signifies the first, second and third of a lunar month. 
Thereafter, the moon is called 'qamar.' 

The prayer also make it clear that the moon, like the sun, is a creation of Allah. 


1 Bukhari # 2933, Muslim # 21-1742, Abu Dawud # 2631, Ibn Majah # 2796. 

2 Muslim # 146-2042, Abu Dawud # 3729. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3462, Musnad Ahmad # 1397, Darimi # 1687. 
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ON SEEING ANYONE IN DISTRESS 

^Lj^ddi 

5> £ * * 

itLaS ^pj Vi. V.LgflS U^“5 fi 1^5 (^Ulc cjjJI 41). JU 4 .I (Jlla (^1J 

cL»3ja IJub (3?I £jp" <LiLs (jjI oldj.lflj3pl oljj - s »j l£ U L# pV-JI d),j 



2429. Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab and Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah 

narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ja said that if anyone prays on seeing 
someone in distress (or affliction): 




{Praise belongs io Allah who has saved me from that with which He has afflicted 
you, and caused me to excel over most of those whom He created with a distinct 
excellence,} 

then he will be safe from that affliction whatever it be. 1 
2340. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j narrated this hadith (tradition). 2 
COMMENTARY: This prayer may be made on seeing anyone in distress physical, worldly 
or religious. However, it should be made in a soft, inaudible voice on seeing anyone sick or 
handicapped. If anyone is sinner or trapped in love of the world or a hypocrite, then it 
maybe made in an audible voice so that he might heed. If there is fear of trouble, then it 
must be made quietly so as not to be heard. 


PRAYER TO BE MADE IN THE MARKET 


dll oJ£j I,#' V^jij J iil\63 iilil & 4 

oljj id JJ »-ill *_adT id 2£L^ t^ijl *_adT lie. *-111 v-all id 

4i§ £2U. cfj-ic| ^lidl C|i 4-4^* 1 jui jllj liU (S^lJ 


—(3jJL) 1 cr“ (J jd 


2431. Sayyiduna Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jaApIi^ said that 

if anyone who goes to the market prays: 






{There is no God but Allah who is Alone, He has no partner, to Him belongs the 
dominion and for Him is all praise, He gives life and causes death. He is the Ever- 


1 Tirmidhi # 3442. 

2 Ibn Majah # 3892. 




531 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


Living who will never die, in His Hand is all good and He is over all things Powerful.} 
then Allah will record for him a million good deeds remit from him a million evil 
deeds and raise him by a million ranks. 1 

The words in sharh us sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad (jUjUtiiiiju.) are: 
'prays in a general market where merchandise is bought and sold' instead of 'goes 
to the market.' 

COMMENTARY: The exceptional reward is because the market is a place where one 
becomes negligent, lies deceives and fools others. 

WORLDLY BLESSING IS INCOMPLETE 


«£jfu ji Sjk Uio jisj j-6 Alii jls CA 'M* (YirT * 

0 

£DI ^.jJ! (J-19 v£jJ j 3 j b VXj 0-5 

2432. Sayyiduna Mu'adh ibn Jabal narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

heard a man pray: 'O Allah, I ask you for perfect bounty.' So, he asked him, 
"what is a perfect bounty?" The man submitted, "I made a supplication, hoping for 
the best." He said, "The perfect bounty is admittance to paradise and deliverance 
from hell." The Prophet Muhammad 3 *o* & heard another man call ( 

{O Lord of majesty and benevolence}. 

So, he instructed him, "your prayer is granted, so make your request," 

And, he also heard someone pray: 'O Allah, I ask you for patience.' So, he instructed 
him, "You have asked Allah for a trial. Now ask Him for safety (and security)." 2 
COMMENTARY: Patience is needed when one is facing a trial. So, the Prophet Muhammad 
advised the man not to ask for it because that implied asking for a trial. Rather, 
one must ask for security so that he is safe from trial. If one faces a difficulty, then, of 
course. He must pray for patience. 

ATONEMENT FOR AN ASSEMBLY 

(Jlia «daj*J 4^9 Iliads u (P 4 lll 4JJI (Jb Jb o! u^j ^ 

j4- Vi <1^1 4).jilj e_Ji Vi V UL\ eJa4%? J4h 1 JJJ55 J4 

-jL£ 3! oljliJl <4£ji4£Jli 

2433. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said that if any one who sit in a gathering and indulges in much idle talk prays 
before taking his leave; 

liJbJidj p\j v£jf Vi^iV^I 04 *,! J4i) I 


1 Tirmidh' # 3439, Ibn Majah # 2235. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3538. 
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{You are without blemish, O Allah, with Your praise I bear witness that there is no 
God but you, and I seek Your forgiveness and I repent to you} 

Then he will; be forgiven what happened in that gathering of his. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Arabic word (Ja*l) means 'such talk as leads to sin.' It also means 
'vain, meaningless chatter/ The supplication is called 'expiation of an assembly/ it 
atones for all dislikes conversation in the assembly, such as is not approved by Shari'ah. 
PRAYER WHEN MOUNTING A RIDING BEAST 


UIS jiliv* jt* v>$pl £}i4v Mi Ull < un > 

* * & 

ji v£jl VJ, oyjj I V 4® ^ 


UJI 4 JJI JjJij b (jgt 0-5 Jsia c. 


v 5 " 


2434. Sayyiduna Ali was brought a beast that he might ride it. When put his 

foot in the stirrup, he said: 


{In the name of Allah}.when he was seated on its back, he said: 



aXiisif 


Praise belongs to Allah. Then he said: 


JJliij 654^^ 


{Glorified be He who has subjected this to us and we ourselves were not capable to 
do it. And surely to our Lord we shall return} (43"13-14) 

After that, he said (i».u*Jij (praise belongs to Allah) three times (Allah is the 

Greatest) three times, and: 



{Glorified are You, surely, I have wronged myself. So, forgive me. There is no one 
of forgive sins except you} 

Then he laughed and he was asked, what made you laugh, O commander of the 
faithful?" He said, "I had seen Allah's Messenger do as I have done and 

then laugh (as I did). I asked him about it and he said, 'Your Lord loves His slave 
very much when he says: 



{My Lord forgive me my sins} 


1 Tirmidhi # 3444, Abu Dawud # 4859, Musnad Ahmad 3-450, Bayhaqi ad-Dawat ul Kabir. 
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He says: 

{He knows that no one forgives sins but I.}" 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad has laughed because Allah was pleased 

and Sayyiduna Ali had laughed in emulating the Prophet Muhammad 

PRAYER WHEN BIDDING FAREWELL 


Us 111 Ulj lii & &S\ </i (uro) 

-Cilic- l o- 6jj ljL> Aa.U (S? 1j SJ1J_£|lj l oljj *bljj 


2435. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad i'JL? 

bade farewell to someone, he held his hand and did not let it go till the m an 
himself released the hand of the Prophet Muhammad ^jUpj# ju> who would pray: 


v£j£sU \j cJLoj 3JJI 


{I entrust to Allah your religion, your charge and the consequences of your deeds} 2 
The version of Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah does not have 'and the consequences of 
your deeds/ 

COMMENTARY: The word (caw) (amanah) translated 'charge' refers to wealth and 
property used for transactions with the people. 

Some people say that it refers to the family and children whom the traveller leaves behind 
at his home. 


2436. Sayyiduna Abdullah al Khatmiy narrated that whenever Allah's 

Messenger JL> intended to bid farewell to an army, he prayed: 

{I entrust to Allah your religion, your charge and the consequences of your deeds.} 3 

^igp-9 b (JliJjLj fi*. (fi-W) 

il /A jfcll <£1 $3 oJf j,L Jtl ilAdjj&j J(S ^S^ JlS £L)I £Jsji Jlia 



1 jJb (Jllj ^jLPjpl olJJ £*I^U 


2437. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that a man came to the Prophet Muhammad 

and said, "O Messenger of Allah, I intend to go out on a journey. Do give 
me provisions." He said, "May Allah give you provision of taqwa." He said, "Give 


1 Tirmidhi # 3457, Abu Dawud # 2602, Musnad Ahmad 1-97. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3453, Abu Dawud # 2600, Ibn Majah # 2826, Musnad Ahmad 2-7. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2601. 
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me more." He said, "May He forgive you your sins." He said, "Give me more, my 
parents be ransomed to you!" He said, "May He make goodness easy for you 
wherever you are!" 1 
(Taqwa is righteousness.) 


csjiL jl! Uj-iU SiJ b jll ikj fej* q\ (T irA) 


2438. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -up & narrated that a man said to Allah's 
Messenger (jL-j-Op-ai^ that he intended to embark on a journey and that he might 
enjoin him something. He said, "you must observe taqwa and call Allahu Akbar on 
every activity." When the man turned to go, he prayed, "O Allah, shorten the 
distance for him and make the journey easy for him." 2 
COMMENTARY: To observe taqwa is to fear Allah and shun polytheism, sin and doubtful 
things. It also calls on one to avoid whatever is beyond the. necessary, and to devote oneself 
to worship Allah and make His dhikr (hallowing of Allah). 


PRAYER IN THE NIGHT DURING JOURNEY 

Jj J>ji b Js j&i i SijLj ^&i ^ jt! yd- oi\ (T tn) 


Jwl(^5 bJ b j j£-\J ulbic vAjJu 



b jji- 14 DI cJj jj 


(1 olj j) -iJ J Uj <>2j -bb 1 £•£ bs Jp i>«j 

2439. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar -up-ii^ narrated that when Allah's Messenger ^ 
travelled and night came, he prayed: 


|j 4jiil J 


jji-Tj *4^4^ ^ 4^41 bs J-ij 0J49 U^-iJ 4J(>* <b b jjl-I Ibl c-bJJ JL; ji b 

Jklj Uj^lj^j^lblyCbi ^ CyStj ij J Jw.t bd b 


(O earth, my Lord and your Lord is Allah. I seek refuge in Allah from your evil (like 
swallowing) and the evil of what you contain (Like water, etc) and the evil of what 
has been created in you (like poisonous animals). And the evil of what moves on 
you. And, I seek refuge in Allah from lions, black snakes, other snakes, scorpions 
and inhabitants, of places (Say, jinns) and a parent and his offspring (the accursed 
Iblis and his children.} 3 


PROPHET'S (JL-jUp-iiit prayer during jihad 


u£ju ^jba5j (jjaJc. j*£S\ (jjbj u^-J ) 

(jjljjjlj ajtitoljj)-Jjtll tibJ (J jJ>'\ tLbj(J 

2440. Sayyiduna Anas -up -it ^ narrated that when he waged a battle, Allah's 


1 Tirmidhi # 3455, Darimi # 2671. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3456, Ibn Majah # 2771, Musnad Ahmad. 

3 Abu Dawud # 2603, Musnad Ahmad 2-132. 
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Messenger prayed: 


CJjjJ j^l Cg-Uec- k£-Jt JS-lJJl 

(O Allah, you are my support and helper. With your power and with your might 
and your help (I engage against the infidels). 1 

WHEN AFRAID OF THE ENEMY 

gvijdsgtfLMirt (un) 

(A$ I Lj I o L?j) —ui-L j 

2441. Sayyiduna Abu Musa -up ifo narrated that when the Prophet was 
apprehensive of a people, he prayed" 

6-5 liJbi pSj q cjisf* l! l J4131 

[O Allah, we put you against them (to preserve us from their mischief) and we seek 
refuge in you from their plays.] 2 

COMMENTARY: According to Hisn Haseen, if anyone is fearful of the enemy or of anyone 
else, reciting surah al-Quraysh (,>./Jty/stfjj-*) gives peace and protection against all kinds of 
mischief and fear. 

PROPHET'S PRAYER ON EMERGING FROM HOME 

(Jcv£j^j4i5l ^p_l> <JlJ 4iij 65 i!Aj 

1 &\ l \Jj (life J 4 ISJI j 4 ^jl jlltt Jl Jl J-jS jf 6a ^Jbij^ ill j&l 


^$1 cJb -Lila 0?lj Jjlj i_jl qj ui-dJiA IJufc IjS^Jjp! JlsJ (jS^jplj 

qi J4X1I jlSl *UUl Jl Vi il gfc 6a jLj & ill ill jj45 £>U ids 

J 4 lij l J^T J Wi&Uyff jf J-SfjT J-jf sjjl 6 a ^Jbi j£i 

2442. Sayyidima Umm Salamah -up -a* lS *) narrated that whenever the Prophet 
Muhammad ,jL-jUpi#!jLp went out of his house, he prayed: 

J«tUT Jl.Jij^ Jl 6P^i6a^ii^^ij43ia^' j* 

[In the name of Allah, I place trust in Allah. O Allah, we seek refuge in you from 
slipping (into sin unintentionally) or straying (deliberately), or falling into 
ignorance or being purshed into ignorance] 3 

According to another version: she said that Allah's Messenger ( ^L.j4Jipi»i (jr u never left 
home without raising his sight to the sky and praying: 


1 Abu Dawud # 2622, Musnad . Junad 3-184. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1573, Musnad Ahmad 4-414. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3487, Musnad Ahmad 6.306, Nasa'i. 
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{O Allah, I seek refuge in you lest I stray or be misled, or I act unjustly or be 
oppressed, or fall into ignorance or be pushed into ignorance.} 1 


O-J6jpdJJI4jJ| J^J!,J (Jls (Jls ojjl lA"J 

(Jjii J ^ i id C.Jklfc A&a id (JUsj 4iJ L Vi, 5J3 Vj (Jj^> V rfjdl 


2443. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger y-jUpifo JL» said that if 

any one who emerges from his home and prays: 


all L Vjsjl Vjiil j* 


{In the name of Allah, I have placed trust in Allah, there being no power and no 
might save with Allah,} 

It is said to him, that moment, 'you are guided (in all affairs),made independent (of 
others) and are preserved (from evil)." The devil goes away from him to a distance 
and another devil says to him, "what can you do to a man who is indeed guided, 
made independent and protected?" 2 

Tirmidhi's version ends at 'the devil goes away... to a distance.' 


COMMENTARY: Imam Nawawi has cited the hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna Umar 
that the Prophet Muhammad said that if any one faces difficult financial 

times then when he goes out of his home, he must pray" 


U V JLa. ojol Uia (J cJ^bj v£A4LaL (J (J* ^ 


c. .,!>.£■ U» Vj d 


{In the name of Allah I emerge. He is Master of my life, my property and my 
religion. O Allah, cause me to be satisfied with your decree and bless me in what 
you have allotted to me so that I do not try to hasten what you have deferred and do 
not try to put back what you have advanced.} 

A Hadith (tradition) in Ibn Majah quotes the Prophet Muhammad y-jU*as saying that 
if any one emerges from his house to offer salah (prayer) (in the mosque) and makes the 
following prayer then Allah turns to him and seventy thousand angels pray for him to be 
forgiven: 


* u!l j iaz Vj Vj \j& 419 lii I 

v£jf Vjoyl) V * ill j,jii j 1 4 vUilitl v£jc zJ>t Ui31i 


{O Allah, I pray to you by virtue of my walking (to salah (prayer)), for, I do not exit 
proudly, in pretence, ostentatiously or to be seen. Rather, I seen your wrath and 
seek your pleasure. I beseech you to deliver me from the fire of hell and to forgive 
me my sins, for, no one besides you can forgive sins.} 


1 Abu Dawud # 5095, Ibn Majah # 3884. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5090, Tirmidhi # 3486, Ibn Majah # 3888. 
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ON ENTERING HOME 


-4ii ji4iji uil$s up jiii J*j jijjijtiiijiLii 4 j J4jjT 


2444. Sayyiduna Abu Maalik A1 Ash'ary narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said that when a man enters his house, let him pray: 

x&p up aSj i Jcj &Lj 1 

{O Allah, I beg you for a good entrance and a good exit. In the name of Allah we 
enter and in Allah, our Lord, do we trust} 

Then, he must offer salaam to his family. 1 

COMMENTARY: In the original Abu Dawud there also is the prayer (u*y in ^) (in the 
name of Allah we go out) after../ we enter/ So, perhaps it is left out in the Mishkat 
inadvertently. So, it must be read too. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that in abiding by the hadith (tradition), we should offer salaam 
on entering our home. Even if there is no one in the house, we must offer salaam because 
angels are there always. In the case, the salaam is: 

{Peace be on the righteous of Allah.} 

PRAYER FOR THE NEWLY WEDS 




UJjb l-H 1.9 JI jl. < 

9 9 * a 

(4_a.la (3^1 jjl j\J 1J JuaA. I oljj) —LiSliIs uiJjb J cJJ All! 

2445. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad 

prayed for anyone who had just married, he said: 

9 » . !. 


{May Allah shower blessing on you, and bless both of you. May He put together 
goodness between the two of you} 2 

THE GROOM'S PRAYER: 

i -is* I jjj 151 jtl jh,j <£& & l l cA <?4f lA * £A tfj-r*’ <!Aj (Y1 n) 

Uj-ij L&Ji-- (3-5 cJb j jA\j AA ^ 'JA$ JhPJI La-jli. fey&A 

JcLj _^jL 3»IJ HIIjJl (J (jiLa (J^5J LLi Hjjjp Jla.Ld.9 LSjLil 1 jlj ailc 


1 Abu Dawud # 3486. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2130, Tirmidhi # 1097, Darimi # 2173, Ibn Majah # 1905. 
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2446. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb M narrated from his father who from his 
grandfather (Abdullah ibn Amir) Wj that the Prophet Muhammad said 

that when anyone marries a woman or buys a slave, let him pray: 





{O Allah, I pray toyou for the good in her and the good in that on which you have 
created her (which is her good disposition) and I seek refuge in you from the evil in 
her and the evil in that on which you have created her.} 

When he buys a camel, let him hold the top of its hump and pray in like manner. 
According to a version about the woman or the slave. He should take hold of their 
forelocks and pray for blessing. 1 

COMMENTARY: The prayer on holding the forelock is the same as mentioned in the 
hadith (tradition). 

Allamah Jawzi said that though the camel is mentioned, it applies to buying all animals. 


PRAYER OF THE SORROWFUL 

ji.j'1 jJ}S\ k_j ol_$£5 JLi &l iip-5 jli §>& (T uv) 

2447. Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

that the prayers of the grieved are: 2 

dJfV^l jJJIvU£$£J m 

{O Allah, I hope for your mercy. So, do no leave me to myself for the twinkling of 
an eye, but set my affairs right. There is no God but you.} 

REPAYMENT OF DEBT 


duisf 111 jil jiji dpj ^ jia jil 

iillTIjlj I iSj Js jli J? oil jll dJiiJ]JI ids lij US& 

ifjjj*£^3ji-fj. ^ j 'A' ^j>4ii *££. 3jit 

Ut ✓ y,** C " 9* 

(jJiIj jjl o\jj) —j c ^JjLfl. 9 (Jla azX&Cj* 

2448. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri M narrated that a man submitted. 
"Worried and debts have crushed me, O Messenger of Allah." He asked, "May I not 
teach you an expression which when you use as (your) prayer, Allah will put away 
your worries and repay your debt?" He said, "Of course (teach me)." He said that he 
should pray in the morning and in the evening: 

0^-'i u- 2 ‘iLuiji-lj 62 »j£jj i4} 

JLigpl 


1 Abu Dawud # 2160, Ibn Majah # 1918. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5090. 
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jO Allah, I seek refuge in you from worries and grief. I seek refuge in you from 
helplessness and sloth. I seek refuge in you from niggardliness and cowardice. 1 
seek refuge in you from being crushed by debt and wrath of men.} 

The men said, "I did that and Allah put away my worries and repaid my debts." 1 

COMMENTARY: Seeking refuge from helplessness is from inability to do acts of obedience 
and worship and to endure in the face of difficulty and affliction. 

Niggardliness is to fail to pay zakah, expiations and other monetary dues, and it is to 
return beggars empty handed, and to not show hospitality to guests. It is also to neglect to 
offer salaam and to respond to a greeting. It also includes refusal to answer a question of a 
religious nature in spite of knowledge. Niggardliness also covers one who does not invoke 
blessings on the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUp-uiijl* on hearing his name ^1- 
Cawardice is to refrain from participation in jihad for fear of the enemy. It is also to not 
muster enough strength to enjoin piety and forbid evil and not rely on Allah for one's 
sustenance, etc. 




isoUi iUiti Vi ju jAs 4 ! Jis 4-S&S «U. & (Tm) 


ufi iiL'iJiiilt ill JiSi ji* ids Azj sis fiji j-*> j 

11 j 0 1Jj _ 


2449. Sayyiduna Ali was met by a Mukatab who told him that he was unable 

to fulfill his kitabah and requested him to help him. He said that Allah's Messenger 
had taught him some words that would be helpful even if he had a debt as 
large as a huge mountain. Allah would repay it for him. He instructed him to pray: 





JO Allah, let your lawful sustenance be enough for me against your unlawful 
sustenance and make me by your favour independent of all but you.} 2 

COMMENTARY: Mukatab is the slave who contracts with his master to buy his own freedom. 
Kitabah is the monetary value that the slave has agreed to pay. 


jliu) All! ^ • j l j I I A J 3 k A&J I ^Lo Jsj ***~I I La. I 


We shall narrate the hadith (tradition) of Jabir "When you hear the barking 

of the dogs." in the chapter on covering vessels. (Hadith (tradition) # 4302) 


SECTION III vi-jiiiij-iiii 

ON ARISING FROM A GATHERING 


131 &JI 41 jpj ^±J\ dill l£iu ) 

^ ’ j l 9 LaJl Syi (jl, L»jLla ^ • j l- ^ • ^ 1 <c3LL9 Cj 

(^UJIol J J) dJlVl^l J4l!l 


1 Abu Daw'ud # 1555. 

2 Tirm id hi # 3634. 
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2450. Sayyiduna Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger spoke 

some words after sitting in an assembly or after offering salah (prayer), She asked 
him about them. He said, "If one speaks that which is good t hen these words will 
be a seal on his speech till the day of resurrection. If he speaks t hat which is bad 
they will be an atonement for his speech." (the words are:) 


{You are without blemish, O Allah! And with your praise (I begin). There is no God 
but you. I seek your forgiveness and repent to you.} 1 

ON BEHOLDING THE NEW MOON 

Oaj (j?jJl 4jJ. JLiil JLj o!J^ (_Jjj L c-Lsl jLa. JJijj (JV-A 

2451. Sayyiduna Qatadah narrated that he had learnt that when Allah's 

Messenger jl> saw the new moon, he said; 

j-i jj jil. JUa jljj JS. JUa Jkijj Ji- <JUa 

{A new moon of good and guidance A new moon of good and guidance a new moon 
of good and guidance I believe in him who crated you} 

(Saying it three times) Then he said: 

{Praise belongs to Allah who has caused such and such -a-month to be over and 
brought (another) to begin.} 2 

COMMENTARY: According to a hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna Ibn Umar in Darimi, the 
prophet called Allahu Akbar on seeing the new moon and then prayed in these words of 
the hadith (tradition). 

As for the words of the hadith (tradition): 'a new moon of Good.../ These could be a prayer 
for that to happen or a pious premonition that it would be so. 

TO REMOVE ANXIETY 

JMJ kis, jti &siii Ji ,ijt jjjy JJ ijm q&j ^> 

dJjUs a jx k£JL4-S^i. 3 (jkgts ,’S ° \j cA \j 

^ 1 

(O^ J J o I j j ) — Sj 1 J £> 3l3 I 


1 Nasa'i # 1345. 

2 Abu Dawud # 5092. 
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2452. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ 3 kSs-kj^> said 

the if anyone is burdened by much anxiety then he should pray: 



{O Allah, I am your slave, son of your bondman and son of your bondwoman. I am 
within you grasp and my forelock is in your hand. Your command is enforced on 
me. Your decree about me is just. I beseech you in each of the name that is yours 
with which you have called yourself, or which you have revealed in your Book, or 
which you have taught anyone of your creature, or which you inspired your slaves, 
or which you have preferred to preserve in the secret places with you - that you 
make the Quran the spring of my heart and the dispeller of my anxiety and grief) 

No slave prays in this way but Allah removes his grief and grants him ease instead. 1 

TAKBIR & TASBIH ON ACCLIVITY & DECLIVITY 


.1jj) \l\j ISifOUa (Ttor> 


2453. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that when they climbed up a rise they called 

Allahu Akbar, and when they descended, they said, "subhan Allah." 2 


REMOVING GRIEF 


jgbfrbSskPtxs? -pUs & &I. -dJ uyM its < Tm) 

u4 >S 4-iJ- £ 4 +^ lii Jllj i\ss -'VI;- *1 liJtsi Si 


2454. Sayyiduna Anas ** k narrated that when an - affair caused him anxiety, 
Allah's Messenger prayed: 

{O The Ever-Living, O the eternal, I seek help in your mercy} 3 
COMMENTARY: Haakim and Ibn Sunni have transmitted this hadith (tradition) from 
sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud ^k^y Haakim and Nasai have transmitted it from Sayyiduna Ali 
mk^j Li a marfu form with the words that he repeated again and again in prostration. 


Slj tSjS b Idi jll ^ J (^°°) 

0 * 


jits jis litjj JMjjS tpjiiii 


oljj) —b <bJI 

2455. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri ^f-k^j narrated that during the Battle of the 
Trenches, they pleaded. "O Messenger of Allah, is there a prayer we may use, for, 
our hearts are in our mouths?" He said, "Yes, pray: 


1 Razin. 

2 Bukhari # 2993, Darimi # 2674, Musnad Amad 3-339. 

3 Tirmidhi 3535. 
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{O Allah, conceal our shortcomings and grant us security from fears.}" 

Then, Allah sent a wind on the faces of His enemies and He defeated them 
with the wind. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Battle of Trenches is also known as the Battle of al-Ahzab (the 
confederates). The winds uprooted the cooking pots of the ahzab or confederates and 
dismantled their tents. 


PRAYER IN THE MARKET 


& 


. dAJUi *l3i^ jti d}h\ Jls iSuL;i &^ jil if* (u 1 




-jJ3l oljilh 4 ^ 14^1 SIJJ 


- A nn.Z* 


2456. Sayyiduna Buraydah narrated that when he entered the market, the 

Prophet Muhammad prayed. 


4! JL^Lli Lgig 04 Iji-lj l$l9 to J t|yOl ojufc jLi. CJjLil 41 Ja«4^3^ 

[ 4^9 ^ • j \Cy} CJbiji.1 


{In the name of Allah. O Allah, I ask you for the good of this market and the good 
of what is in it (meaning, its people). And, I seek refuge in you from its evil and evil 
in it. O Allah, I seek refuge in you lest I suffer a loss in a transaction.} 2 


CHAPTER - VIII 

SEEKING REFUGE IN ALLAH 


&SlxZd/Vlvi>l< 


In this chapter we reproduced the ahadith (tradition) about supplications seeking refuge in 
Allah from disliked, contrary to Shari’ah and harmful things and from the deceit of the devil. 
The ulama (Scholars) differ on whether it is better to recite (isuijpi) or (iiuJu*ii.i). Most of them 
prefer the latter in the light of the words of the Quran: 


4JJ L .Liill <£}$ iSy 


{And when you recite the Quran. Seek refuge in Allah...} (16:98) 

However, the hadith (tradition) and the aathar establish that (*»Wij*>) (I seek refuge in Allah) 
may also be recited. So, there is no harm in doing so. 


SECTION I jjStj-Aft 

REFUGE FROM DIFFERENT THINGS 


gMjjJ! C>4 £>33^ $131 4^* 4^4j Jils 4^® 


1 Musnad Ahmad 3-3. 

2 Bayhaqi in ad-Da'waat ul Kabir. 
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„g;l Jkt'i/I AjLgLafljl 5 gLadJ 1 


2457. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger JU 

said. "Seek refuge in Allah from the severity of trial, depth of wretchedness, evil 
destiny and malicious mockery of enemies ." 1 
COMMENTARY: This is a comprehensive prayer. It embraces all aspects of religious and 
worldly problems. 

THAT FROM WHICH THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD SOUGHT REFUGE 


62 Ubije-I 9! jL&Lrt jjjii jLzj &i fj-z ^ji jll (j^jf 0A ) 

(<ub (3^>) ' £4*5 9^1 jiUJIj o$£l5 ^ 

2458. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 9 -ju prayed: 


44.^1 yilii j gjiij c^&’i6« >%ijii 4iJ4i>T 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from anxiety, grief, inability, slackness, cowardice, 
niggardliness, burden of debt and domination of men .} 2 


1 viju j 1 ^ < ji? cU il t f >c- 5 

JU j£a1 I v-jjljiJ >a 3 ! aIxsJ jilii 1 £lxfj 961 t>5 Ub 3 _£cJ 

&U (^bUaA. 1 JL&UI 4-LX9 £> 5 JI 4JLX9 

(jb oj.cb US' J^bj (J?~j US' ^is Jpj 

(4JlC( 3^°) -s - 1 


2459. Sayyiduan Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad JU» 

used to pray: 


*ua 4 j ^dbl i-jl oc (>$ UbiJL£DI ^USJI t>? Ub jj4l jL|l3f 

(JUjJl Ab.9 JJU 0-5J 4 J -^9 JU J 4JJ.9 l_jI jxj 41Z9J _^bJI 

(JAJJ J^b .5 (j-JjJI (j-£ L/*^Vl J *4 biS'(Jjj JjUIJ g-Ua (^bUaik. (J-Ul 

(*_j£jb Qjib US'(jgbliaifc. 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from slackness decrepitude, debt and sin. O Allah, I 
seek refuge in you from punishment in hell, trial of the fire, trial in the grave, 
punishment in the grave, mischief of the trial of affluence, mischief of the trial of 
poverty, the evil of the trial of the dajjal, O Allah, wash off my sins with snow and 
hail water, cleanse my heart as a white garment is cleansed from filth, and remove 


1 Bukhari # 6616, Muslim # 53-2707, Musnad Ahmad 2-246. 

2 Bukhari # 6369, Abu Dawud # 1514, Tirmidhi # 3551, Musnad Ahmad 3-226. 
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my sins far away from me as you have distanced the East from the west.} 1 
COMMENTARY: It must be understood that only the infidels will undergo Allah's 
punishment. The monotheists will be punished in the hereafter for their misdeeds and that 
cannot be called punishment but it is called 'disciplining' or correcting.' 

The trial of the Fire is that which leads to hell, The trial of the grave is the questioning of 
Munkar and Nakir, the two angels and if satisfactory answers are not given punishment in 
the grave follows. 

'Grave' refers to the intervening period between death and resurrection. It can be within 
die grave or elsewhere: 

The Prophet Muhammad ^ 3 Up M made this supplication to teach the ummah. They 

should seek refuge from these things. 


u-2 cJb j jL\ 41)1jlLJI JjJiJ ^(Jb J»sj\ Joj OTT*) 


fir*-* V (>5j V v _Jl3 (>5j V 3ji-1 JL|i) I ^ XUsli C-ol 

(jdww# oljj) —L^) CplifrJLi j V SjCO 


2460. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Arqam -upA^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
used to pray: 


of Jo»£)l)I j}^l (_|>JJ1 J UJu 3j4l 


V OdJ V ^plc; ^ uJb 3j£! jl£)JI Ia Vys J t£i)J i£ul t$Sj o*® jci* cLj! 

I 4 ) cptiwii ^ B j£o V 0*5 J 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from inability, slackness, cowardice, niggardliness, 
decrepitude and punishment in the grave. O Allah, let my soul observe taqwa and 
purify it. You are the best purifier of it. You are its Guardian and its Master. O 
Allah, I seek refuge in you from knowledge that will not benefit, from the heart 
that will not submit, from a soul that will not be satisfied and from a supplication 
that will not be granted.} 2 

COMMENTARY: knowledge that will not benefit is what is not put to practice and not 
taught to others and such an is not allowed by Shari'ah. 

Knowledge that does not arouse taqwa is a gate of the gate of this world and a kind of 
worldly pursuit. 

0-5 v£Jbi jL\ (^IJL^U! dSlc 1 4 JJI (J^j < $ 6 ) 


Gduwa oljj) ^tXiaL 



2461. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that one of the supplications 

of Allah's Messenger was: 


1 Bukhari # 6275, Muslim # 49-589, Tirmidhi # 353560, Musnad Ahmad 2-185. 

2 Muslim # 73-2722. 
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'Sihi'.z S~?fi liiiistt (J Jstj (J Ijj 6* iji-t 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the withdrawal of blessings, a reversal of your 
protection, a sudden reprisal from you and every kind of your wrath.} 1 2 

ji & sixAIji I ji J4 jji jjis £Sji J* 4^* JPj <l& cJ ll liifc <Sfj (ynY) 

C>i—Ooljj)—jUU C^XoXLq 

2462. Sayyiduna Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger pU >yj»bij+ used to pray: 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the evil of what I have done and from the evil of 
what I have not donep 

COMMENTARY: Apart from the obvious meaning of seeking refuge from evil doings, it 
also means that one may not take credit oneself for keeping away from evil. Rather, it is 
Allah's favour. 

dLUJ v£*s!-Sl i£jJ J^AJI (Jjjij ^ 4 UI JjJ'j N ?_ j l (jglie- 0^1 0^-j (YiTT) 

^ » j l CHJ v£*il V jji-1 ^j,c^4-*«La. cJ-»J ki^pl i£JUUcJ iiJUf 

(aJa (3^») 0^-1 J oV 1 ^*1 o-il 

2463. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger used 

to pray: 

jji-l 41J4JJ! iX^oLa. v£Jbj C-Uljj cLJ5^j cfJiicj c.JLaf cJ_>J v£*4X^I cJd 

IJ of li Ojij V ^ jj' ^I ^L; .JjT 6a i-'I Vi s3j V 

{O Allah. To you do I submit. In you do I believe. On you do I rely. To you do I turn 
in repentance. And with your help so I contend. O Allah, I seek refuge in your 
Might, there being no God besides you, lest you send me astray. You are the Ever 
living who never dies, but the jin and mankind die.} 3 

SECTION II 

6a ojj> 14 l j4$Sjk£^3 &dii Jjjjl j ^JS Jtl 

jkXi 121 jj V §lc2 oaj ft T • * 1 V ^>a5 ft - —^ V *_*is c^aj ft °‘l? V ^J^c>a §56^1 

2464. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (*JL.jUp a ^JLo 

used to pray: 


1 Muslim # 96-2739, Abu Dawud # 1545. 

2 Muslim # 95.2716, Abu Dawud # 1550, Musnad Ahmad 6-139. 

3 Bukhari # 6317, Muslim # 67.2717, Musnad Ahmad 1-95. 
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^4 V §tci6sj^?~-' V 6sj V *is Crsj^-^ V ^*ig6s £?J^l 6s ‘■iJji*i-i 6iJU^ 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from four things: knowledge that does not 
benefit, a heart that does not submit, a soul that is not satisfied and a 
supplication that is not granted.} 1 

2465. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated it too. 2 

zj-^j 6s uj^6s (Jj-ij Jb £>&j C'ffTT) 

oijj) —Jui il v_jl j£j ^jJLa31 4JJ.9 JI 

2466. Sayyiduna Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger JL> used to 

seek refuge from five things: cowardice, niggardliness, decrepitude, (evil) trial of 
the heart (with bad manners and bad belief), punishment in the grave. 3 

I 6s l£Aj l f (J ^ J^-^5 ^^13 l Jj-i.J ^J\ *j4 6^J O’l-'w) 

(^Ljj jJIj eijj) —sXla \ ^ ? j 1 t ? yg c£Jl> 3j£-)j a!2JIJ 

2467. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ( *JL»ja s i**)>i JU 

used to pray: 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from poverty, destitution and disgrace. And, I seek 
refuge in You lest I oppress or be oppressed.} 4 

i|l&lj gtiill 6s wLui jl\ 3M Sjk <L& >Ui*&&)! j-s* *iJl < Y nA > 

((^LjJ 1J JJi I e 1Jj) -C^Li-Vl & 3 - 4 ? 

2468. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

used to pray: 

5 . 3 _iJ (Jllpl j (JULiJI 6 s 6L>43Jl 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from dissension. Hypocrisy and bad manners} 5 

(_A> *kl g^ii 6s ji jjig jLj 

oljj) — C—l^l9 4jksLl6s^-^jiji-lj 

2469. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ^iin^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 
used to pray. 

iiUJ i ^JL \i U 6s dJuij£lj fe>vii i ^Sll 6s 


1 Tirmidhi # 3549, Ibn Majah # 3837, Musnad Ahmad 2-267, Nasa'i, Abu Dawud. 

2 Tirmidhi, Nasa'i 

3 Abu Dawud # 1540, Ibn Majah # 3844, Musnad Ahmad 1-22. 

4 Abu Dawud # 1544, Nasa'i 8-261, Musnad Ahmad 2-35, Ibn Majah # 3842. 

5 Abu Dawud # 1546, Nasa'i 8-264. 
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{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from hunger, for indeed, it is an evil companion. 
And, I seek refuge in you from treachery. For, indeed. It is a concealed evil} 1 
COMMENTARY: Hunger makes one weak and unable to devote to worship. But, hunger 
imposed on oneself to concentrate, but in a moderate manner, is good for internal cleansing 
and purity of body. 

Treachery is to disobey Allah and His Messenger ju and to cheat people. It is to 

this the Quran points: 


{O You who believe, betray not Allah and the Messenger nor betray your trusts.} (8:27) 

I i J jk J% jisj $iil j-* jl)' > 

2470. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger fUjUc.ii^u was wont to pray: 


cj* <Sd j 41 J 4 I 51 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in your from leprosy, elephantiasis, lunacy and evil illnesses} 2 
COMMENTARY: Some illnesses are named specifically and others are generalized. 

Refuge is sought from such illnesses as hamper the sick from giving rights of Allah and 
rights of fellowmen. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that leprosy is not contagious there is body contact with the leper 
and pus transfers to another. 



(^Ju^loljj) 13 JUiVlJ (J&iVl ol jSjJ 

2471. Sayyiduna Qutbah ibn Maalik narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

,,1-jUc.ii jLe used to pray: 


»ijiVij jUiVij iiuiVi 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from evil morals, deeds and impulses} 3 
COMMENTARY: Evil morals are bad deeds of the heart. Examples are: jealousy, hatred etc. 
Impulses include evil beliefs and wrong ideas. 


A COMPREHENSIVE PRAYER FOR REFUGE 

4ii4iJT Jl jll ^4$ 5 JJ >3 ^ jls 1^1 iM-y? gSi 6 s -j (uv,f > 





> 


2472. Sayyiduna Shutayr ibn Shakal ibn Humayd reported about his father that he 
asked the Prophet Muhammad ( *JUjUpii (J U of Allah to teach him an expression by 


1 Abu Dawud # Ibn Majah # 3354. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1554, Musnad Ahmad 3-192. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3591. 




548 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


which he might seek refuge in Allah. He instructed him to pray: 


jj£.\ 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the evil of my hearing, the evil of my sight, the 
evil of my tongue, the evil of my heart and the evil of my semen.} 1 


PROTECTION FROM SUDDEN ACCIDENTS 


6a cJbi>i &dh J* *bi jjjLj 

jitr sojU a - l il vijl lt5 i dL^Mj c^i y cf-biji-Ij 

SJlSjil olJJ —LiijJ ^ • jl y u£Jbjji>lj i£.UjL ' * (J v *_j l ij -2 ji-lj oj^Il 

—Jg-ihj (J 31 jj 

2473. Sayyiduna Abu al-Yasar Hs-'&yp) narrated that Allah's Messenger Up ii JL* 
used to make this supplication: 

0 -? CJjjjid J j&j $IJ dr^lj u^J &3^bl UJ_) jjidj ^J 4 li u-5 UJu ijid ^1jL&iil 

uiJbijidj (J O Jjo 1 ^ ? ji i£Jb3jidJ OJ^li H 5 . ^ • jlliwll ^ • ji 


L»L>jJ C-»jJt ^ ? j i 

{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from a house (or wall) falling on me. I seek, refuge in 
you from falling from a height, from drowning, from burning and from 
decrepitude. I seek refuge in you from the devil confusing me at the moment of my 
death. I seek refuge in you lest I die while deserting (the army in) your path. I seek 
refuge in you lest I die of a sting of a venomous bite.} 2 
According to version of Nasai'i the words: 'and from sorrow" are added. 

COMMENTARY: Some of these things are such that death because of them is regarded as 
martyrdom yet refuge is sought from such death. The reason is that a terrible pain and 
affliction result when any of these is experienced by a person. An exceptional endurance is 
called for on such occasions and the devil gets an opportunity to try the victim. 

Infirm old age is likely to dent a person's senses and make him speak nonsense and falter 
in worship. So, one should seek refuge in this kind of old age. 

It is said that one who memorises the Quran is preserved from such trials. 

REFUGE FROM COVETOUSNESS 



-j5j£J MjfcliiijgjKiij 

2474. Sayyiduna Mu'adh <unarrated that the Prophet Muhammad JL> 

said, "Seek refuge from greed that leads to disgrace." 

COMMENTARY: Greed includes expecting riches from the creatures of Allah. It causes a 


1 Abu Dawud # 1551, Musnad Ahmad 3-429. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1552, Musnad Ahmad 3-426, Nasa'i. 



549 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


defect of character because one belittles oneself before men of the world and disgraces 
oneself. A man loses his self-respect in the world. He becomes impure religiously too. It is 
root of corruption in a person's religious life while righteousness and a god fearing attitude 
can correct one's religions. 

Shaykh Ali Muttaqi & said that if one desires to receive wealth that one had been 
promised, and is certain to get it, then it does not full under the purview of this hadith 
(tradition) and it is not greed. Also, when he is very much friendly with another man who 
fulfils his wishes then expecting something from him is not greed. 

* DARKNESS OF THE MOON 



( LS’Vj'dt — »wJjl Ijub^ ? jl.9 I jutojp 1 

2475. Sayyiduna Ayshah narrated that (once) Allah's Messenger 

looked at the moon and said, "Seek refuge in Allah from the evil of this one, O 
Ayshah, for, it spreads darkness when it loses its light." 1 
COMMENTARY: The surah al-Falaq of the Quran calls for seeking refuge in the Lord of the 
dawn from certain things. One of these is 


(From the evil of darkness when is overspreads} (113:3) 

The hadith (tradition) refers to the moon when it is eclipses. That is a portent of Allah. 

It does not follow that those trials and mischief descend that are predicted by soothsayers 
and people with wrong beliefs when an eclipse (of sun or moon) occurs. 

In fact, an eclipse should make one contemplate lest one face a decline in one's light of faith 
and deeds. 

Some exegetes, however, do not speak of the verse as referring to an eclipse. They say it 
refers to darkness of the night. 

REFUGE FROM INNER EVIL 



£4JL£ 4JJ! jjJJ b jll *£sL jU (ill jll &L&, v!4iif j5 iJt!l Ul <JLiL 

jttl oljj) I 


2476. Sayyiduna Imran ibn Husayn narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said to his (Imran's) father, "O Husayn, how many gods do you worship 
in a day?" He said, "Seven, Six on earth and one in heaven." He asked, "In which of 
them you place your hope and have your fears?" He said, "The one who is in the 
heaven." He said, "O Husayn, if you submit to Islam, I shall teach you two 
expressions that will benefit you (in both the worlds)." When Husayn embraced 


1 Tirmidhi # 3377, Musnad Ahmad 6-215. 
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Islam, he said, "O Messenger of Allah. Teach me t he two expressions you had 
promised me." He instructed him to say: 




{O Allah guide me on the right way, and protect me from the evil in my self.} 1 
COMMENTARY: Husayn's reference to the god in heaven was only according to his perception 
because he was not a believer who knows that Allah is not confined to a single place. 


NIGHTMARE 


4ili3l31 4iJ \ (JJJJ oJS. <£i\ cA U- . - .U* 1 cA-j orvv) 

^ • j\ % 11 CjIJ-*® 0-5 J oUlllI ail I oi»tL 3ji-l 

(J ^>4^5 ^43 u-fj 0 j. 3 j o* cA cA *131-4 oj*£> (A 


(<daa3 Iju&j {jSa j\JIJ -iJtajjl 0 Ijj)(JJSjuLL® 




2477. Sayyiduna Amr ibn shu'ayb in -u^j narrated from his father, from his 
grandfather (Abdullah) -up k that Allah's Messenger pL>j *4* k Ju> said that if 
anyone had a nightmare then he must pray: 


^ < j j jiji'l 


{I seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from His wrath and His retribution, and 
the mischief of His creatures and from the temptations of the devils and that they 
come to me.} 

After that they will not harm him. 

So, Abdullah Ibn Amr -up k used to teach this supplication to his grown up 
children and, after writing it down on some material, he hung it on the neck of 
those who had not attained puberty. 2 

COMMENTARY: We know from this hadith (tradition) that it is allowed to put a ta'widh 
(talisman) round the neck on which verses of the Quran or Allah's names are written 
down. It is forbidden to hang other kinds of amulets. 


INTERCESSION OF PARADISE & HELL FOR SUPPLICANTS 


oil! oi> dAJiS $!£i sAii ju ca jl-zj *i3i jj-ij ji! ujJT u*-j (Y1VA) 

As jiiii cJ1$ oi> dAli ^iLi $4si iy.' 


lj oljj) 


2478. Sayyiduna Anas ^k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If 

anyone prays to Allah asking Him for paradise three times, then paradise says: 


Aj&iviAiLii Ju&f 


{O Allah admit him to paradise} 


1 Tirmidhi # 3494. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3539, Musnad Ahmad 2-181. 
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And if any one pray to Allah, three times, seeking to be delivered from hell, then 
hell says: 


&L\ J4 jjT 


{O Allah, protect him from hell.} 1 

COMMENTARY: Prayer may be made three times in one sitting or in different assemblies. 
However, it should be from the core of the heart with humility and submissiveness. 

SECTION III dJiSlij-oifi 

PROTECTION FROM A SPELL 


ji» oiu Jgl i ju* i ^iii oi jli JLuiv p jd jti'vi gtusli < Ttv< ' > 


(k±Jl) La uljj) — 1_ 




2479. Sayyiduna All-Qaqa narrated that Sayyiduna Ka'b al-Ahbar said, 

"But for certain words that I recite, the Jews would have turned me into as ass." He 
was asked, "What are they?" He said: 


vj j? oii iiji jin ou^j 4^ j£l\ gi 



{I seek refuge in the countenance of Allah, the Mighty, there being none mightier 
than Him, and in the perfect words of Allah which none, pious or sinner, can 
exceed, and in the beautiful names of Allah of which I know and of which I do not 
know, from the evil of what He has created, originated and spread.} 2 
COMMENTARY: Ka'b al Ahbar was a wise man of the Jews He lived in the Prophet's times 
but remained deprived of seeing him and keeping his company. He became a Muslim in 
the times of Sayyiduna Umar a^&i^> The Jews then hated him and, according to him, if he 
had not made this prayer, they would have turned him into an ass, meaning a despised 
and stupid one like a donkey. 

The perfect words of Allah are the words of the Quran. No one can exceed them. This 
means that no one beyond their reward, punishment, etc. All those things that Allah has 
said about giving reward or punishment to anyone, or mentioned any other thing, they will 
all transpire without an element of doubt. There can be no change in that. 

Or, Allah's perfect words are His attributes and His knowledge. Nothing escapes them and 
they have encompassed all things. 

REFUGE FROM DISBELIEF 


j-* *151 jjJU cJl li*> Jis lJ ill Sltl J$\ jSJ 


1 Tirmidhi # 2581, Ibn Majah # 4340, Nasa'i # 5531, Musnad Ahmad # 13172. 

2 Muwatta Maalik # 51-4-12. 
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t&JJ 1 JS Q J&s iSf Vi 531 j & Lill I fl*J . jjUJ I ^3 4 c^jls ^1? jLj 




2480. Sayyiduna Muslim ibn Abu Bakrah narrated that his father used to pray 
after the salah (prayer): 


jjiJI {ja i£jbjj£.l 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from infidelity and poverty and from the punishment 
in the grave} 

So, Muslim also began to pray likewise and he asked him. "O son, from whom have 
you got these?" He said, "From you!" He said, "Allah's Messenger used 

to pray in these words after (every) salah (prayer)." 1 
The version in Tirmidhi does not have after salah (prayer). 

Ahmad's version has only the hadith (tradition) (not his father's question and his 
answer and the words 'after every salah (prayer).' 


JjlJj Qj JiS jlS yilibJ-XA3I silljpjbjl.j JlSl 

2481. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger & 


? . i, 


(♦JL-jUp pray: 


JLl 1 L jjs-1 


(I seek refuge in Allah from infidelity and debt.} 

Someone queried, "O Messenger of Allah, do not bracket infidelity and debt 
together?" He said, "Yes!" According to another version (he prayed): 


oi 4iJ4jjT 


{O Allah, I seek refuge in you from infidelity and poverty.} 

A man asked, "Are they at par?" He said, "Yes!" 2 
COMMENTARY: Debt is placed with disbelief because a debtor speaks lies, cheats and 
retracts on his promise. These are the worst kind of characteristics that are found in infidels 
and hypocrites. 

As for poverty, it makes a person impatient and causes his destiny. He utters words that 
lead to disbelief. 


1 Abu Dawud # 5090, Nasa'i # 5405, Musnad Ahmad 5-36. 

2 Nasa'i # 5485, Musnad Ahmad 3-38. 
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CHAPTER - VIII 

COMPREHENSIVE SUPPLICATION 
(SUCCINCT ALL-EMBRACING PRAYERS) 

SECTION I 

PROPHET'S PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

yj^-i J4l)T &in iij jtJj g^iVi (TiAT) 

J (J>*i J4^' JU fJ dLof £J ci'J—'ii L^J 

v£-ji JiLa^u JSA£I i£-Ji Ujii-Jlcl Lsj tiJJ. j J5j 

(4Jlc <3^») al ^ c-otj c£J IJ J» lidl 

* ^ ^ 

2482. Sayyiduna Abu Musa al-Ash'ary j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
used to make this supplication: 

J <jS*j fj j&\ vi-ii uj q qi>ij j j> kb -^ J4^' 

■ “ : ' LaJ Laj Uj CjJ^I LaJ (^ijLsU (JJ-fl*’I {$S. (J5j 


{O Allah, forgive me my sin, my ignorance, my extravagance in my affairs and that 
which you know better than I know. O Allah, forgive me sins committed 
deliberately and my sins committed lightheartedly, my unintentional sins and my 
intentional sins. All these sins are committed by me. O Allah, forgive me my earlier 
sins and my previous sins, what I concealed and what I declared openly, and which 
you know better than I know. You are the one who advances and you are the one 
who puts back, and you are over all things powerful} 1 
COMMENTARY: This is how the ummah must seek forgiveness form Allah for their 
wrongs acknowledging that 

(All these things are found in me} 

The Prophet Muhammad spoke these words to demonstrate his submission and 

humility to Allah. He was, otherwise, innocent of all sins. 

GOOD OF THE TWO WORLDS 

jJ> Ci JUltf J&5 & S* h I jj45 <jls && J < YiAr ) 


1 Bukhari # 6398, Muslim # 70.2719, Musnad Ahmad 4-417. 
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2483. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

was used to pray: 


tSiis* ^ < j > m ’ ix d4> a ^ i (gj d 


{O Allah, correct for me my faith which is the safe guard of my affairs correct for me 
my world in which lies my livelihood. Correct for me my next world to which is my 
final destination. And, cause for me life to be a means of increase in every things 
that is good, and cause death a means of rest me from every evil.} 1 
COMMENTARY: Life of this world is put right with a lawful livelihood earned through 
clean mean. It promotes obedience clean means. It promotes obedience and uninterrupted 
worship. The next life is put right by such work as delivers one from punishment. Death 
will bring rest if life terminates with the kalimah and correct faith. 

PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE 





CtX~A O I Jj) - Ij 1J Js£j Ij 

2484. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <u* & ^ narrated that the Prophet 
Muhammad used to pray. 


jJij JikJijJ-bij ^ j 4\ difui 

{O Allah, I ask you for guidance, righteousness, piety and freedom from want.} 2 

^4^ j&j jM js jLj &&i J* j jis jti ^ 


C>J—* oljj) jlJLi cJLfjlJLto 

2485. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger Up k ^ instructed 

him to pray: 

{O Allah, guide me and set me aright,] 

"remembering that you are being guided when you ask for guidance, and 
remember on arrow's ability to get the target when you ask to be set aright." 3 
COMMENTARY: When he made the prayer, he ought to bear in mind that he was asking 
guidance that led to the right path. And, he ought to conceive that he was asking to be set 
aright like a straight unwavering arrow. Allah will give perfect guidance and set aright 
perfectly. 

PRAYER OF A NEW MUSLIM 



1 Muslim # 71-2721. 

2 Muslim # 72.2721, Tirmidhi # 3500, Ibn Majah # 3832, Musnad Ahmad 1-411. 

3 Muslim # 78.2725, Abu Dawud # 4225. 
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Oi—aoljj) &V Jo ^jS^AjaJl 

2486. Sayyiduna Abu Maalik Al-AshjaT narrated that his father said that 

whenever a man embraced Island the prophet Muhammad ^ j Up -ii taught him 
the salah (prayer) and instructed him to pray: 


{O Allah, forgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, give me security (and sound 
health) and bestow on me provision.} 1 

PRAYER COVERING ALL DEMANDS OF BOTH WORLDS 

4 j idLi 4 u?[ jJjT jLj & ill s i£ jil usfi&z-j (T tAV) 


(4Jic 1 uJ jp liaj at.TJw 

2487. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the supplication made by the Prophet 

Muhammad ( *u>Up^ jl? very often was; 

jjLsT 

{O Allah, grant me what is good in this world, and what is good in the next world, 
and preserve us from punishment of hell.} 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad made this supplication very often 

because it is a comprehensive prayer. Moreover, it is also revealed in the Quran. 

If anyone sits alone and contemplates with a clean inside over the blessings of both worlds 
and makes this prayer, he will observe that he receives perfect peace and radiance when he 
makes it. 

SECTION II 

AN ALL EMBRACING SUPPLICATION 

Vi j £p 6* 3 V j ciij JjkjI-jujLzj £L)i ^ij! jll I cA ^ *- AA ) 

uAl <JLij Jfc CA (J? ^ r^li ^ J ^ 3 Vi ^ J^SIj ^ 

Ifjhi LalJI ItljlapUjlJ llfclJiiJLlI 


(ia.La (>J Ij Jjl Ij 1 a Ij j) -(jJUj Jutolj (Ji^O 

2488. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ( JL.jUpiiJLa 

used to pray in these words: 

<4 q ^ Vi l| Vi i c^V' j \yij 

ujdl lL£i uJL) uJi) (L$1J uJUl J£t5 uJJljSti uJU ^ J? cA <> 


1 Muslim # 35-697. 

2 Bukhari # 6389, Muslim # 27.2690, Tirmidhi # 3498, Musnad Ahmad 3-208. 
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'J ('j {J$y* >-2 


(My Lord, help me but do not help against me. Give me victory but not give victory 
over me. Scheme for me but do not do so against me. Guide me and make guidance 
easy for me. Help me against those who wrong me. O my Lord, cause me to be 
grateful to you, one who remembers you, who fears you, who obeys you, who is 
humble before you, who is earnest in supplication to you and repentant. My Lord, 
accept my repentance, cleanse my sins, grant my prayers and make my plea strong 
and let my tongue be true. Guide my heart and remove envy from my bosom} 1 
COMMENTARY: While the words (Jj&'j) mean 'and conspire for me'...., when they are 
used for Allah, however, they mean; 'send down punishment on enemies of Islam from 
such places as they cannot conceive.' 

The words 'envy from any bosom' are and these words mean, actually, blackness 

of the heart. 'Blackness' represents 'grudge, envy, anger, jealousy.' 

AFTER FAITH SECURITY IS GREATEST ASSET 

jiili alii jol jj /Ji jLj J* jjiu jii cAj (Y 1M) 

1 (JlsJ £)£ IjCk 1 Jl£j IjLad ^ ♦ j li 4^91 q 

-1311444. 

2489. Sayyiduna Abu Bakr A*& <jr z>j narrated that Allah's Messenger stood 

on the pulpit and wept. He said, "Pray to Allah for forgiveness and health, because, 
after being given faith, none of you is given anything better than health." 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad iiju. was aware that his ummah would 
fall prey to base desires, greed and indecency. He wept because of that, for, he had brought 
them out of ignorance into Islam which meant guidance, self sacrifice, honesty and self- 
respect. He had molded them as models of these noble characteristics. He realized that a 
time would come when they would be trapped by the devil. Hence, he instructed them to 
ask Allah for pardon and sound health which is aafiyah. This includes security. 

BEST SUPPLICATION IS FOR SECURITY & HEALTH 

jlS jjll 6 ld)l ’($\ jJJI b jlil >Uj ill II JJ i U. Uij u^t ifcj : ^' •) 

jjli sieiii jin jj-yb jiil 4&ujjii 4 sbf ii ij*% (dill j Itluiiij 4?u5i 
j dill (jsllliiilj %?u]| -f^Ul dll jla diji Ji. i5 jlSl 44ll)Ujdl 4»lSt.JtlS 

-I ijjLilli, jtlj lib ,>? I j &iy|3l SIjJ -iiil I ill jjie-Vl 

2490. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that aman came to the Prophet Muhammad 


1 Tirmidhi # 2562, Abu Dawud # 1510, Ibn Majah # 3830, Musnad Ahmad 1-227, Manners in Islam # 
665 (Darul Isha'at Karachi) 

2 Tirmidhi # 3569, Ibn Majah # 3849, Musnad Ahmad 1/3. 
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Up k J*? and asked, "O Messenger of Allah, which supplication is the most 
excellent?' He said, "Pray to your Lord for health and security in this world and the 
next" Next day, the man came to him again and put the same question. He told him 
the like of what he had said. Again, he came on the third day and got a similar reply 
with the additional words, "If you are given health and security in this world then, 
indeed you have succeeded." 1 

PRAY FOR LOVE OF ALLAH 

Jx£L)I j(3 (J ^ •CXZ 4JJ1 Jo<lJ! j Zs- t^) 

j>M dj. Ui| <j Sji*kul UJ4I11 dJi 4 dL 

(l^JjOjU 1 0Ijj) —I U.a U 

2491. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Yazid al-Khatmi in narrated that Allah's 
Messenger pyipiiip used to make this supplication: 

±J. U 4 ? 4 Sji *kul U-a j j u iitif din* 4 ^ 6* 4-i.j dJLp. pjji 

{O Allah, grant me your love and love of him whose love will benefit me in your sight. 
O Allah, cause whatever you grant me of that which I love to be strength in what 
you love. 

O Allah, cause whatever you deny me of that which I love to be a means tome to 
devote myself to what you love.} 2 

AN EXCELLENT SUPPLICATION 

&V^t-Ju Jj& jzl^J4^ Ail\ ^ <^ 6 Uls (JU u^J 

4 j Ls Ua Cr9j QjfoJ Hfes 44 (Jjjg-U >.£JlzL1a ^ J 541 J! 

ikiij (Sjd u Cjjlj 124 sj tdili U|le 6 ?j iiik 

LjjJI V 5 Vi Ulilc^I s u tjjLj(Jxi-lj ULa 

jlSj SIJj -£JiJ5 V,!^ life i&J 

2492. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that seldom did Allah's Messenger 

arise from an assembly without making this supplication for his sahabah: 

U-5J 'SJ s jJL <u LLikoU i£Aze-Uo £r*J v£JX*oU«4 C&3 fi (JjJs-Lq 

ts b^LoSlj H^tS-iL tjidJI CittsA LIllp 4j ^ j. J jjSto (J&JI 

b4& toJil Vj tli3j \sJSL&a Vj Lj(j.qJJo (^2 tlo 


1 Tirmidhi # 3523, Ibn Majah # 3848. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3502. 
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{O Allah, cause us to have as much portion of your fear as becomes a barrier 
between us and disobedience to you and as much of obedience to you as may lead 
us to paradise and as much of faith as removes hardships of this world from us. 
And, let us benefit from our hearing, our sight and our vitality as long as you cause 
us to live and cause them to survive us. And, seize revenge from those who wrong 
us and help us against those who antagonize us. And do not cause our difficulties to 
descend on our religion and do not make this world our chief ambition and do not 
make it the limit of our knowledge. And impose not on us one who would not have 
mercy on us.} 1 2 

COMMENTARY: The prayer asks for faith to such an extent that the hardship of the world 
and its problems seem to be very easy. If anyone is convinced that Allah is Ar-Razzaq (The 
Provider) then he will not be disturbed if he faces poverty. His difficulties will become soft. 
The prayer also asks for being oriented in such a way that one does not worry much over 
worldly affairs, beyond the necessary. 

PRAYER FOR KNOWLEDGE & DEEDS 


J l J4IJI j jk Sj^J 4 (mr) 


°\jJ u-2 LjjilJ jJU. 4 Ulc Lpjj U 


2493. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUp-an 

used to pray: 


jiSi Jis-i* si) iji jib Jkiiii uig j jilh 


{O Allah, give me benefit from that which you have taught me, and teach me that 
which will benefit me, and increase me in knowledge. Praise belongs to Allah in 
every condition and I seek refuge in Allah from the condition of the dwellers of hellp 


PRAYER FOR BLESSING & HONOUR 


1 ^ < j fe? jjlsu—iUalU U^J 

Vj J4Jjl JsJ asis 0JJ aidI JdLlls ’<& AC.U lll&I Uj3 gjjg 

jiiji lk J>j\j [UJIj ts&jip Vj ISjlf j lis^ Vj HU'i ill Vj Ci^j Oil's 

(^Ju.— 0^31 j—^ ' j jLaJkgl .3O'**— 


2494. Sayyiduna Umar ibn Khattab -up -an narrated that whenever Allah's 
Messenger j*JLy Up m received a revelation, a sound was heard near his face 
resembling the humming of the bees. One day, it came to him and they waited (near 
him) for a while but it went away from him. He faced the qiblah, raised his hands 


1 Tirmidhi # 3513. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3610, Ibn Majah # 251. 
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and prayer: 



{O Allah give us more but do not give us less. Raise us in honour but do not 
humiliate us. Grant us but do not deprive us. Prefer us but do not prefer others over 
us. Please us and be pleased with us} 

Then he said, "Then he said, "Ten verses have been revealed to me. He who abides 
by them will enter paradise," and he recited: 




{Prosperous indeed are the believers} till he finished the ten verses. (23:1-10) 1 
COMMENTARY: The revelation was brought to the Prophet Muhammad by 

Jibril u*. The sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^ heard him but could not 
decipher his voice and Sayyiduna Umar ibn al-Khattab described it as the humming 

of the bees. 

The ten verses that were revealed to the Prophet Muhammad pJujtJeJto and the hadith 
(tradition) gives glad tiding to those who abide by them are: 

Ujf J^Yl * s s J_JljJa9(S^lJ * j jlpli jj> 



{Prosperous indeed are the believers, those who in their salah (prayer) are humble, 
and those who from (everything) vain turn away, and those who of zakah are doers, 
and those who of their private parts are guards, except in regard to their spouses or 
those whom their night hands possess- for then surely they are not blameworthy - 
but whosoever seeks beyond that, so those - they are the transgressors, and those 
who of their trusts and covenants are preservers, and those who of their salawat are 
observant, those! They are inheritors} (23:1-10) 

SECTION III 


PRAYER FOR EYE-SIGHT 

dii h\ Sgiii #uio sjji jil o* 


(U<\0) 


lJ\ oj^tl jll ii-ill jtl J OJso ^jjl, Jill 

* 1 jJi> (JUj (j?^“5jPpl oljj —C| £j (3 j JJ, ctU 


1 Tirmidhi # 3184, Musnad Ahmad 1-34. 
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2495. Sayyiduna Uthman ibn Hunayf narrated that a blind man came to the 

Prophet Muhammad and requested him, "Pray to Allah that he may cure 

me." He said, "If you like, I shall pray for you, but if you like, you may show 
patience and that is better for you." The man insisted, "pray for me." So, he 
instructed him to make ablution and make it perfect and supplicate in these words: 






3 jl l uSipl JisjcfJCLl. C-lil kLp\j ^JjLT 


„„„ i , 

A/iLfl .* 9 1 ojufc 


{O Allah, I pray you - and I beseech your by virtue of your Prophet Muhammad 
Prophet of mercy. I turn, by mean of you (O Prophet),^ to my Lord to have 

my need, this one, granted to me O Allah let him be an intercessor for me.} 1 

COMMENTARY: Patience was better because loss of eyesight is compensated by paradise. 
Allah, the Exalted, says, "If I deprive a slave of Mine of the sight of both his eyes and he 
endures it, then I give him paradise in return of that." (Bukhari # 5653, Musnad Ahmad # 
700, Tirmidhi # 2408, 2409.) 

PRAYER OF PROPHET DAWUD -Ju> 


4l J4ill j jii 5JI5 u ,jLj & ibl jjjl Jfij jls Jl cs-i (u ^ 

jjis A-fe 15 ) ,iLj jdt dil jj-U I 6 Uil 6si JU j 



I jub I ol j j » I JkXfc I ' • 


2496. Sayyiduna Abu Ad-Darda **41^ narrated that Allah's Messenger 
said that among the supplications of (Prophet) Dawud f'jL-JuJ* was: 


& ‘Ji 4 ^.t Jsfi JM Jw 5 ij 'iMb* 4 -ij ^ 


l & u!l 6^i ;„**•> 

{O Allah, I pray to you for your love and love of him who loves, you, and (o*; deeds 
that will lead me to your love. O Allah, cause Your love to be dearer * ^ me than my 
own self, my family and than cold water.} 

And, whenever Allah's Messenger pUjUpiiiJu* mentioned Prophet Dawud f*-JiU p, he 
spoke of him, saying. "He worshipped more than other of mankind." 2 

A COMPREHENSIVE PRAYER 


S^L«ioL j ^QaO’ iAV) 

^ I Cr? Q- fc -*-*-* Cjljs-Ju l&i9 O_^CO JLflJ OJj,j ^ Laf (JLia S^Lloll Cj jtj d^laV Jol3 


1 Tirmidhi # 3589, Ibn Majah # 1385, Musnad Ahmad 4-138, Nasa'i Kubra 10490 

2 Tirmidhi # 3501. 
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Is f-ls. JaJ gl&jJI AjLi.9 (.l^ (j-$ (JaJ LjA.9 4ilc^l3l 

cL4A£ SjJisU o^4JiU ^aa. 1 (J£ cJJj llj >»1 <u 

yJlSlj lijp! (j 4^1 li# clUUIJ puillj ^JS 1 4 eAAiilj J4JJ! s(Jpl 
153 UJ31 dJULilj 4^"V ^ sji 4J0UI jl&V UaJ diflilj jjlj ^1 jJL^I 4A3UTj 

f IJk^ 4 A tlaj. 4l sA3 liAJLil^ jl5j 5j-i <._A.U-4ilj ^LooJ I 

(^LjJ 1 ol_jj) 5IjJb LJbiilj y , « Lj jJSL^JJI AJmai AJLX9 Vj jJjKfi* 


2497. Sayyiduna Ata ibn as-Sa'ib Aha^-j narrated that his father related to him that 
Sayyiduna Ammar ibn Yasir **k lS z>j led them in salah (prayer) but made it very 
brief. Some of the people said to him. "Indeed, you made it short and brief." He 
said, "The brevity should not be blamed on me because I have made many 
supplications in it (in its qadayh) which I had heard from Allah's Messenger which 
I had heard from Allah's Messenger when he got up to depart, one of 

the men (of the congregation) pursued him. (Here Ata said that the man was his 
father but he also alluded that he was Ata himself). He asked him about the 
supplication and then returned to enlighten the people about it, thus; 


\jLa.s\1j)\ i£-4ic liijji jjj t£-4AeL#^j£.l 4^ i£JuJ jSj OA 5 J1 i£ A»A« j JL$UI 

eJUlitJ -*a j»J I J Lipl 4 c^'l ioJl)L£iJ s5l4-AA \J ) 1 4 ** • cAAi-ilj! 4 

6 USJI Sis UjM jAl\j (Ji §Js jiiiV ISJ*: dJUUIj (jiilil 

glJ>-o jk 4 *—A4^i4i4-Wij 4l ^ » sAJ cJJlAlj Oj_^ oll jJ* 5 54? »iAJLil_j 


j4* » IJL& ifui-lj v^UjVl (Ajj J 4 Atf JI 44 a!x9 Vj 


{O Allah, though your knowledge of the unseen and your power over the creation, 
cause me to live as long as you know life to be better for me and cause me to die 
when you know death to be better for me. O Allah, I implore you to grant me fear of 
your both unseen and openly. And, I pray to you for the word of truth both when 
pleased and when angry. And, I pray to you for moderation both in poverty and in 
riches. And, I pray to you for a blessing that will not end. And, I pray to you for a 
coolness of eye that will not be snapped. And, I pray to you for satisfaction with 
what is decreed. And, I pray to you for a comfortable life after death. And, I pray to 
you for the joy of seeing your face and a longing to meet you without any distress 
causing hardship or a trial leading astray. 

O Allah, adorn us with the ornament of faith and let us be guides who are 
rightly guided.} 1 

COMMENTARY: The prayer asks for so much determination as enables one to speak the 


1 Nasa'i # 1305, Musnad Ahmad 4-264. 
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truth whether people be pleased or displeased. It also refers to one's own pleasure and 
displeasure at it. 

Coolness of the eye covers perfect obedience, offspring who survive the supplicant, 
regularity in offering the salah (prayer) and good of both the worlds. 

The prayer asks for a longing for Allah's sight but the longing should not effect the 
supplicant's path along mysticism and on adab or manners and on compliance with 
commands. 


PRAYER FOR PROFITABLE KNOWLEDGE, APPROVED DEEDS & LAWFUL 

SUSTENANCE 

& IOI 1 j ^ ' J isilS IJ j - ilj J l£$U 

2498. Sayyidah Umm Salamah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad UtiiJLe 

used to pray after the salah (prayer) of fajr. 

{O Allah, I beseech you for beneficial knowledge, approved deeds and lawful 
sustenance.} 1 

(^>11 oljj) Jiiklj MlJ 

2499. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ** & ^ said, "I have learnt a supplication from 
Allah's Messenger ^ JL* that I never fail to make: 

t£jLU..oj JaiAdj eLla»»«fl > J V^J.1 J >ii^.l JLfclJl 

{O Allah, cause me to be much grateful to you, one who remembers you most and 
who follows your counsel and obeys your commands.} 2 
COMMENTARY: The counsel (^w»;) are the rights of fellowmen and the command (cw>j) are 
Allah's rights. Hence, "O Allah cause me to give rights of your creatures and your own rights." 


PRAYER FOR HEALTH 


dlfu Jl J4131 Sjk jLs & dll J* *111 JjJSJ jllj ^ ^5 ^ili &-J (YO♦ ♦) 

—Jui) L> jJlj Aja*Jlj Assail 


2500. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr narrated that Allah's Messenger 

(JL,j used to pray: 


L 1J $L\ IjUV !J AjLllJ U^ll dJJLil 4iJ^l 


(O Allah, I ask you for sound health (or body, and deeds), abstinence, integrity, a 
good character and being pleased with the decree.} 3 


1 Ibn Majah # 924, Musnad Ahmad 6.294. 

2 Tirmidlu # 3617, Musnad Ahmad 2-311. 

3 Bazzaz as par Kanz ul Ammal # 3690. 
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PRAYER TO KEEP AWAY FROM SIN 









—Jjjuail Uj 4 JL 5 LL^ J A . 4 5 cJuLs <L>LaU (j -5 iS -5 

rirSJl j/MgJl UilJJ 


2501. Sayyidah Umm Ma'bad narrated that she heard Allah's Messenger JU> 

(jL-jA-JU-iii pray: 


AJ~j{j±. Jliu l±Jg 19 ^j-5 ^jucj O’S felriJpl C^2 t|Lai310-5 ^13 


Jji-aJ I Uj ^jJcV I 

{O Allah, cleanse my heart from hypocrisy, my deeds from pretence, my tongue 
from falsehood and my eye from sneaky glances, for you know the secret looks of 
the eyes and what is concealed in the breasts.) 1 
{"Treachery of the eyes and what the hearts conceal") (40:9) 

PRAYER FOR BLESSING IN BOTH WORLDS 


jLaS liL*i3 »Jl9 ^jLJLLJ§\ Sic Jsi-ij 4ilkC 4UI aAJI ^ * j T L^l O^J 0*0 • Y) 

JlS jdll olli U|j Sin. j^Vl 41 fcai. td-bl 4 Ujf jjlii dJi Ull U&i.’S Vj Jiiy v jjl 


I t 

C>A—Aoljj) —I oLL19 4j3AJ1 IcJlS 

2502. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that Allah's Messenger ju» visited a 

Muslim man who had gone weak and had become like the young of a bird. Allah's 
Messenger asked him, "Did you pray to Allah for something, or ask Him 

for anything?" He said, "I used to pray: O Allah, whatever punishment you will 
give me in the hereafter, hasten it for me in this world." Allah's Messenger 
,JL.j remarked, "SubhanAllah, you have not the strength nor ability to bear it. Why 
do you not pray: 


jb\ cjioc is|j km* 1 4$ (dui Hj( jJ}S\ 


{O Allah, grant us good in this world and good in the hereafter and preserve us 
from the punishment of hell?)" 

Then he supplicated Allah with that and Allah cured him. 2 


PRAY NOT FOR THE UNENDURABLE 


Ijil* iii5 jji J* jiil jj-ij jl» jtl Ujli cJ-3 < T5,r > 


1 Bayhaqi m Da'waat ul Kabir (both foregoing). 

2 Muslim # 23.2688, Tirmidhi # 3498, Musnad Ahmad 3-107. 
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2503. Sayyiduna Hudhayfah narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"It does not behave a believer to humiliate himself." He was asked, "How can one 
humiliate oneself?" He said, "He involves himself in a calamity out of which he 
cannot extract himself." 1 

COMMENTARY: It is contrary to a believer's shrewdness that he should accept something 
or a responsibility that is beyond his capacity and reach. If he does it, he disgraces himself. 
On the face of it, this hadith (tradition) seems to be out of place in this chapter. However, if 
it is read with the previous hadith (tradition), we shall see that it is deeply connected with 
this chapter. It says that a man should not even pray for what he cannot tolerate. 


A BETTER INNER NATURE 


Cr$ (_)£ <Jl3 jLLij 4l31 (J^ o^j ^ 

ji jjjJij juJiIJ 6* JS&I tjjiu $u xsAj ji iibf liu j*uj 


2504. Sayyiduna Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger taught 

him to pray: 


$U,S« jii&T Jiiij i&rt 


{O Allah, cause my unseen to be better than my known conduct, and let my known 
conduct to be righteous. O Allah, I ask you for the good of what you grant people of 
family, wealth and children, neither misled nor misleading.} 2 


1 Tirmidhi # 2261, Ibn Majah # 4016. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3597 
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BOOK-XI 

THE RITES OF THE PILGRIMAGE 

ABOUT THE ACTIONS OF HAJJ(PILGRIMAGE) 

The dictionary meaning of Hajj (pilgrimage) is to resolve to go to a sacred place. In the 
terminology of Shari'ah, Hajj (pilgrimage) is to circumambulate the ka'bah and stand of 
Arafah in the specific manner taught by the Prophet Muhammad during the 

specific period of time as prescribed by Shari’ah. 

Hajj (pilgrimage) is one of the great five basic pillars of religion on which the enter edifice of 
beliefs and deeds of Islam stands. The obligation of Hajj (pilgrimage) (which in the 
terminology of Shari'ah is called fard(compulsory)) is established by the Quran explicitly just 
as the obligation of zakah is established. 

WHEN WAS HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) MADE FARD(COMPULSORY) 

The obligation of Hajj (pilgrimage) (as a fard(compulsory)) was applied to the ummah of the 
Prophet Muhammad It is the distinction of this ummah though the custom of 

performing Hajj (pilgrimage) continues from the times of Prophet Ibrahim fV-JuJL*. It was not 
then prescribed as a fard(compulsory). The correct opinion is that Hajj (pilgrimage) became 
fard(compulsory) (a prescribed duty) only on the ummah of Muhammad 
Different opinion are expressed on when Hajj (pilgrimage) became fard(compulsory). Some 
say that it became fard(compulsory) in 5 AH, some put it in 6AH, but the most correct date is 
the close of 9AH with the command of Allah. 

pllslil 6^ <j*&l jMli 

{And pilgrimage to the House is a duty of mankind towards Allah for him who is 
able to make his way to it.} (3: 97) 

The command was given towards the end of the year. So, the Prophet Muhammad 

was engaged in teaching the rites' of the pilgrimage and in making preparations for the 
journey next year. Therefore, he did not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) that (first) year. He 
appointed Sayyiduna Abu Bakr as amir of the pilgrims and sent the to Makkah. 

Next year, 10AH, he travelled for the pilgrimage himself. It was a coincidence that, after 
Hajj (pilgrimage) was made fard(compulsory), he performed this his first pilgrimage and it 
was also his last pilgrimage, so this Hajj (pilgrimage) is known as Hajj (pilgrimage)atul wada' 
(the farewell pilgrimage). After this Hajj (pilgrimage), he departed from this world. 

COMMAND OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

Hajj (pilgrimage) is fard(compulsory) once in a life time when all the conditions that make it 
fard(compulsory) are found. 

If anyone does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) even after all conditions are found in him 
making Hajj (pilgrimage) fard(compulsoty) on him, then he is a sinner. And, he who rejects 
the obligation of Hajj (pilgrimage) is a disbeliever. 

The correct thing is that if the conditions of Hajj (pilgrimage) are found then it is 
fard(compulsory) to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) promptly. It is a sin to put it off till the 
following year. Hajj (pilgrimage) is zvajib (obligatory) for one who enter the miqat without 
assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe). He must assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj 
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(pilgrimage) after that. Hajj (pilgrimage) is fard(compulsory) on one who has vowed to perform 
Hajj (pilgrimage), too. 

It is unlawful and makruh(unbecoming) tahrimah to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) with 
unlawful wealth for one who performs Hajj (pilgrimage) without the permission of those 
whose permission he is bound to take. It is makruh(unbecoming) tahrimah for one who 
performs Hajj (pilgrimage) without making arrangements for ample provision for those 
people whose provision is his responsibility as wajib (obligatory). 

CONDITIONS THAT MAKE HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) AS FARD(COMPULSORY) 

Hajj (pilgrimage) becomes fard(compulsory) when these conditions are found: 

(1) The pilgrim should be a Muslim. 

(2) He should be a free man, for Hajj (pilgrimage) is not fard(compulsory) on a male or 
female slave. 

(3) The pilgrim should be sane. Hajj (pilgrimage) is not fard(compulsory) on a mad, 
insane or unconscious person. 

(4) He should be an adult. Children and who have not attained puberty are not 
obliged to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). 

(5) He should be of sound health. Hajj (pilgrimage) is not favd(compulsory) on a sick, 
blind, lame or handicapped person. 

(6) He should be capable, possessing wealth beyond his real needs and debts 
payable, enough for his travelling expenses and provision during the journey. And 
the excess should be enough also to provide necessities to those who are his 
dependents and it is wajib (obligatory) on him to provide provision to them, he must 
leave for them enough for their expenses till he returns. 

(7) There should be peace and safety along his route. If most people make the 
journey safely then it is said to be safe and Hajj (pilgrimage) becomes 
fard(compalsory) (if other conditions are met). For example, if most of the travellers 
are robbed on the way, or ships sink generally or there is any other kind of fear 
than Hajj (pilgrimage) is not fard(compulsory). But, if these accidents occur only 
sometime, then (this conditions is not unfulfilled and) Hajj (pilgrimage) is 
fard(compulsory)' (as for as this condition is concerned). 

(8) A woman must be accompanied by her husband or a mahram if the journey 
from her residence to Makkah is equal to the distance defined by Shari’ah as a 
journey, meaning a three day travel. If she is not accompanied by her husband or a 
mahram than it is not allowed to her to undertake the journey. Moreover, the 
mahram should be a sane, adult man, not a Magian and a sinner. The woman is 
responsible for the provision of the mahram whom she takes along with her for 
Hajj (pilgrimage). Besides a woman on whom Hajj (pilgrimage) is fard(compulsory), 
may proceed to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) with a mahram even without her 
husband's permission. 

If a minor boy, or a slave, turns into an adult, or becomes free, after assuming the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe), and he performs the Hajj (pilgrimage), then his fard(cotnpulsory) is not 
discharged. If the boy assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage) afresh (all over 
again on attaining adulthood) than it will be correctly performed. As for the slave, his ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) will not be proper even in this condition. 
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NUMBER OF FARD(COMPULSORY) IN THE HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

Five actions are fard(compulsory) for a Hajj (pilgrimage) to be correct. 

(1) The Hiram (pilgrim-robe). It is both a condition for Hajj (pilgrimage) and a rukn or 
part essential, meaning fard(compulsory). 

(2) Wuquf Arafat which is the standing at Arafat even for a minute whether during 
the day or in the night. 

(3) Tazvaf uz Ziyarah. It is also called Tawaful ifadah or tawaf ur rukn. 

(4) Sequence should be observe in the foregoing fard(compulsory) duties. The ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) should precede the wuquf which should precede the tawaf ziyarat. 

(5) Each of these fard(compulsory) must be discharged at its appointed place, like 
wuquf (staying) at Arafat and tawaf (circumambulation) around the ka'bah. And 
every fard(compulsory) at its appointed time as prescribed by Shari'ah, like the 
wuquf on the ninth Dhull Hajj (pilgrimage)ah at the time of Zuhr till before the fajr 
of the tenth Tawaf is performed after that. 


NUMBER OF WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

These things are wajib (obligatory) in Hajj (pilgrimage). 

(1) Wuquf Muzdilah or the standing or stopping at Muzdilah. 

(2) Sa'ee between safa and Marwah. 

(3) Rami Jimar or casting pebbles at the jimar. 

(4) Tawaf Qudum for non-Makkans who are called aafaqi. 

(5) Halq or taqsir which is to shave off or cut hair. 

(6) Every such thing omitting which makes a dumm or sacrifice of an animal wajib 
(obligatory). 

Apart from these fard(compulsory) and ivajib (obligatory) things, there are many things 
termed as sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad u* & and adab of Hajj 
(pilgrimage). They will be discussed at their proper places in the pages following. 

SECTION I JjSij-iii 

HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) IS FARD(COMPULSORY) ONCE IN A LIFE TIME 


US j jtil (Hi uKI Ji. Jl Jio jlil ijj^J 

\J dr* i£il£ Uils 5* Ls (Jll JJ jJjdaL^\ 

* ^ / % g, 9 * * * 

o 1—oI -> ^j>. ~i ! La ^JLa 1 J*^-*^/* I I jl9 bo 1 


2505. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

delivered to them a sermon in which he said, "O you people, indeed, Hajj 
(pilgrimage) is made obligatory for you. So, perform Hajj (pilgrimage)." A man 
asked, "Is it every year. O Messenger of Allah?" He observed silence till the man 
had asked it three times. Then, he said "Were I to say, 'Yes' it would became 
obligatory and you would not be able to observe it." Then, he added, "Leave me 
alone as long as I have spared you, for people before you were ruined because of 
their excessive questions and their differences with their prophets when I instruct 
you to do something, obey it as much as you are able to when I disallow anything. 
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leave it alone." 1 

COMMENTARY: The sahabi who had put t he question was Sayyiduna Aqra ibn Habis 
He had supposed that like salah (prayer), fasting and zakah, this worship would be 
a recurring duty. 

The Prophet's saying that it would have become fard(compulsory) every year if he had said, 
'yes' meant that he only said what Allah commanded him to say and he never passed on a 
command of Shari'ah without Allah commanding him and if Hajj (pilgrimage) were made 
fard(compulsory) every year, it would have been impossible to perform it every year. If he 
did not specify the number of times then they were to do that thing without further 
questioning. If he specified how many times, then they were to do it accordingly. He said, 
"I have been sent to convey the commands of Islam and I do that exactly as I am told." 

He also said that they were to discharge Allah's commands as much as they were able to 
do. Thus if anyone cannot stand for the salah (prayer), he may offer it sitting, and so on. 
Other commands may be understood accordingly. 

THE BEST DEED 


jiS ? Jiif if >Lj dll j(jll 8 J2jj> if\ (T0 * V 

-jJjaLS (Si. Ji! liUJia ilgJd (Jl! iiU JLS 


2506. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

was asked, 'Which of the deeds is the most excellent?" He said, "Belief in Allah and 
His Messenger." He was then asked about the next and he said, "Jihad in Allah's 
path." Again, he was asked, "What next?" He said, "Hajj (pilgrimage) that gains 
acceptance." 2 

COMMENTARY: The most excellent deed is described differently in different ahadith 
(tradition). Actually, the answer depends on the person asking, the circumstances and the 
surroundings. 


HONOUR OF ONE WHO PERFORMS HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) ONLY FOR ALLAH'S 

SAKE 


jSj jil *1jl! (Jli 1 


V) 


2507. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messe nger 

said, "If anyone performs Hajj (pilgrimage) for the sake of Allah without having 
sexual intercourse with his wife (during the pilgrimage) or being immodest and 
sinful, then he returns (sinless) as on the day his mother had delivered him." 3 
COMMENTARY: One who performs Hajj (pilgrimage) for Allah's sake does not do it to be 
praised or to be seen. If anyone combines business with the pilgrimage, then he would earn 
a smaller reward than one who performs it only for Allah's sake. 


1 Muslim # 412.1337, Nasa'i # 2619. 

2 Bukhari # 26, Muslim # 83-135, Tirmidhi # 1664, Nasa'i # 625, Musnad Ahmad 4.372. 

3 Bukhari # 1521, Muslim # 438.1350, Tirmidhi # 811, Nasa'i # 2627, Darimi # 1796, Ibn Majah # 2889, 
Musnad Ahmad 2-246. 
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The pilgrim does not have sexual intercourse with his wife during the pilgrimage, does not 
talk immodestly and does not talk with women in a manner that suggest indecency or 
leads to it. This is what (<ii j) (rafatha) means. 

And, the other word (j~i) (fasaqa) implies that he does not perpetrate a g rave sin during 
the pilgrimage and does not commit minor sins repeatedly. It must be understood that if 
one does not repent for his sins, then that is tantamount to Committing a major sin. This is 
as Allah says: 


£ J j) g ) I J>-£> < 4 . 


{And whosoever repents not, then those are the evil doers} (49:11) 

In short, if anyone performs Hajj (pilgrimage) only for Allah's pleasure without engaging in 
immodesty or sin then he returns from the pilgrimage free from sin as he was bom innocent. 

REWARD FOR HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) IS PARADISE 


jjjsil U-\j U 42 s jj_Sj jlS jtSi-fej or# • A) 

(*uip t3^) i V} p 


2508. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The umrah, from one to the next, is an expiation of what is between them (of 
minor sins). And, as for the Hajj (pilgrimage) that is accepted there is no reward for 
it but paradise." 1 

UMRAH IN RAMADAN 





2509. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"surely as umrah performed in Ramadan is equal to (one) Hajj (pilgrimage)." 2 


MINOR ALSO GETS A REWARD 

SJjArdl IjiIs JjSSl c/ jtsl .liJLpL l£jO' 0 ' *) 


t 


9 

l.i ? 


I O* IjJ lfl9 


2510. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

met some riders at ar-Rawha. He asked, "who are these people?" They said, 
"Muslims!" And, they asked, "Who are you?" He said, "Allah's Messenger. A 
woman carried a boy high up to him and asked. "May he (too) perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage)?" He said, "Yes, and you will get a reward." 3 


1 Bukhari # 1773, Musim # 437.1349, Tirmidhi # 810, Ibn Majah # 2688, Muwatta Maalik # 20.21-66, 
Musnad Ahmad 2-246. 

2 Bukhari # 1782, Muslim # 221-1256, Nasa'i # 2110, Ibn Majah # 2994, Darimi # 1851, Musnad 
Ahmad 1.229. 

3 Muslim # 409-1336, Ibn Majah # 2910, (Ar-Rawha is the name of several places. This one is between 
Madinah and Makkah - Mu'jum ul Buldah. 
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COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad pL-jUp&jlo said to the woman that the child 
may perform Hajj (pilgrimage). Though it was not fard(compulsory) on him, it would be 
treated as an optional pilgrimage and he would earn a reward. She too would get a reward 
for that because of her supervision and guardianship. 

The ruling is that if a minor performs Hajj (pilgrimage), the fard(compulsory) due on him is 
not discharge but continues to be due if the conditions are found in him. Similarly, if a 
slave performs Hajj (pilgrimage) that will not be counted as a fard(compulsory), and if he gets 
freedom from slavery and the condition of Hajj (pilgrimage) found in him, then he will have 
to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) again. Contrary to this if a poor man performs Hajj (pilgrimage) 
then that will count as a fard(compulsory). If he becomes rich then he will not have to 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage) again. 

PERFORM HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) FOR SOMEONE ELSE 


cJjii §£ 14 J 2 *i) I I % dJ l* jJiL t\ji\ ^14 jtl; iifcj O'-o'" > 


2511. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas *S’h lS z> i narrated that a woman of Khatha'am said. "O 
Messenger o Allah, the command of Allah making Hajj (pilgrimage) 
fard(compulsory) on his slaves has come when my father is a very old infirm man. 
He cannot sit on a camel firmly. May I perform Hajj (pilgrimage) in his place?" He 
said, "Yes." This was at the time of the Farewell Pilgrimage. 1 
COMMENTARY: The woman's father became rich at an old age. Hajj (pilgrimage) became 
fard(compulsonj) but he had not the strength to perform it. The Prophet Muhammad 
(JL-j permitted her to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for her father. 

The ruling is that if Hajj (pilgrimage) is fard(compulsory) on anyone and he cannot perform it 
for some reason like weakness, blindness etc. and is not likely to recover during his life 
time, then another person may perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on his behalf, provided the 
handicapped person bears all expenses and instructs him to perform it for him. 

Moreover even after a person's death another person may perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for him 
if he had left instructions for t his to be done. Some ulama (Scholars) say that if children 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for their parents then it is not necessary to have their prior 
instructions and commands. 

As for optional Hajj (pilgrimage), any person, handicapped or not, can get another to 
perform an optional Hajj (pilgrimage) for him. 

As for the woman in this hadith (tradition), it is presumed that her father had instructed 
her to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for him and had borne the expenses too. 

This deduction is based on the explanation of Shaykh Abdul Haq Dahlawi against the 
hadith (tradition) of Abu Razin (# 2528). 

Some ulama (Scholars) maintain that children may perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on behalf of 
their parents even without their instructions. In this case, this hadith (tradition) supports 
their contention because the woman did not say anything about her father's instructions. 


1 Bukhari # 1513, Muslim # 408.1335, Abu Dawud # 1809, Tirmidhi # 928, Nasa'i # 2641, Ibn Majah # 
2907, Darimi # 1831, Muwatta Maalik # 20.30-98. 
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Ji-I ajji Jtl jji5 Jii o-jrt <^5 Lids JLzj <g& 4i)i Jl^ ^.1)1 


(^uLfr ( 3^~ x ‘) — ^LaijJ L> 

2512. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ^ li narrated that a man came to the Prophet 
Muhammad ^and said, "My sister had vowed to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) 
but has died (before that)." The Prophet Muhammad (►L.jU*-at Juo asked, "If she were 
in debt, would you have paid it?" He said, "Yes," He said, 'then pay the debt 
payable to Allah, for, He is the most deserving one to be repaid." 

RULING: The heir is permitted to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on behalf of the legator 
without his permission or legacy. He may do it himself or get it done. 

However, others need to have permission, and instructions in the will to perform Hajj 
(pilgrunage) on a dead person/ Behalf. 1 


WOMAN CANNOT TRAVEL WITHOUT HUSBAND OR MAHRAM 

V! §l>* 1 sijJ-l Ld Vi L jio jiij A&d)! jpj j(I Ja&LjO' 0 ^) 


LJbj>\ Jls aJLU. (Jjii ij b j4*-5 


2513. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "No man must be alone with a woman. And no woman must travel without 
a mahram." A man submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, I have been enlisted in 
such and such a battle while my wife has decided to travel to perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage) with her." 2 

COMMENTARY: Woman and man who are not in the category of mahram should not 
remain alone. 

A woman cannot travel alone to a distance (of journey defined by Shari'ah, 48 miles or 78 
kilometres) or more without her husband or a mahram. She is not allowed to undertake a 
journey to perform Hajj (pilgrimage), too, without one of them. It is a condition that makes 
Hajj (pilgrimage) fard(compulsory) on her. 

In the terminology of Shariah, a mahram is one with whom marriage is forbidden for ever 
either because or close relationship or fosterage or being in-laws. Moreover, A mahram 
must be sane, adult and not a Magian or a sinner. 


THE JIHAD OF WOMEN IS HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

(JIa 3 (J jllll cJ l! ° H) 


2514. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she sought permission of the Prophet 

Muhammad to participate in jihad. He said, "The jihad of you (woman) 


1 Bukhari # 6699, Musnad Ahmad 1-310. 

2 Bukahri # 3006, Muslim # 424-1314. 
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is the Hajj (pilgrimage)" 1 

LIMIT OF A WOMAN'S JOURNEY 

Vl l^_5 tji\ jisj & SjJI sill jjJo jt» jt» IjSji. of Of0'0) 


(aAc&aZa) j t$£*J 


2515. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah **narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "A woman must not set out on a journey of a day and a night without there 

being with her a mahram." 2 

COMMENTARY: There might be an apparent contradiction in hadith (tradition) and 
juristic rulings. 

The Hidayah writes that it is allowed to women to travel (without their husband or 
mahram) to a place that is of a distance lesser than the limit of Shari'ah (three manzils - or, 
48 miles). This hadith (tradition), however disallows women to travel without husband or 
mahram even to a place that is to a distance of one day and one night (which is one 
manzil). Moreover, a hadith (tradition) in Bukhari and Muslim says, "No woman should 
undertake a journey of a distance undertake a journey of a distance of two days and two 
nights unless accompanied by her husband or a mahram." 

The ulama (Scholars) reconcile the ahadith (tradition) by saying that the distance measure 
(48 miles) is the same but it is normally completed in three days and three nights with 
halts. If one travels with fewer halts or ceaselessly then it may be completed in one day and 
one night too. This explains the difference in days though the measure remains 48 miles. 

It is also explained to depend on circumstances. It might be risky for women to travel 
beyond two days and nights or sometimes even one day and one night. 

The explanation of Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dahlawi is more appealing. He said that 
the essence of all these ahadith (tradition) is that women must not travel alone. The aim is 
not to determine the distance is measure. Hence, today when words are at the lowest ebb, 
care demands that women must not travel alone at all, even short distances. 


THE MAWAQIT OF HA// (PILGRIMAGE) 

U (Jls 0^3 

JsP 0-s lA3 ^ • J ^ Ll^gLUl 

(J^&l (JP*- *3^\jS3 wiJijkSj aL&I O ^ • 3 6 (5^-1 ^ • j b (jQ 


(aj£, 

2516. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger aJip in Jup 

fixed the miqat (places at which the ihram (pilgrim-robe) must be assumed before 
going further): 

For: the people of Madinah: Dhull Hulayfah, 
people of Syria: Al-Juhfah, 
people of Najd: Qam al-Manazil, and 


1 Bukhari # 2875, Ibn Majah # 201, Musnad Ahmad 6-67. 

2 Bukhari # 1088, Muslim # 413-1338, Tirmidhi # 1169, Ibn Majah # 2898. 
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people of Yemen: Yalamlam. 

These being for these regions and for the people of other regions who arrive there 
intending to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah 

For those who reside nearer to Makkah, they should assume the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) were they reside. (In this way) for the nearer and the nearer up to the residents 
of Makkah itself who should assume it in Makkah. 1 
COMMENTARY: The meaning of ihram (pilgrim-robe) (py-i) is 'to make unlawful/ Many 
things are forbidden to a pilgrim. To demonstrate that those things stand forbidden from 
that time an attire is put on consisting only of a sheet of cloth (rida) and a waist wrapper 
(izar) with an intention to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). It is called the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 
However, the ihram (pilgrim-robe) is said to be assumed when, after putting on the attire, the 
intention is formed to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) and talbiyah (or labayk) is recited, or any 
such things is done that resembles the talbiyah like sending forth the sacrificial animal. It 
anyone merely dons the attire of the ihram (pilgrim-robe), he does not become a muhrim 
(one who has assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe)). (Both pieces of attire are unstitched.) 

The word muwaqit is the plural of miqat. It is the place where any one whose destination is 
Makkah must assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) (if he has not already done so). No one is 
allowed to proceed to Makkah beyond this point without the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

DHUL HULAYFAH: It is to the south of Madinah about ten kilometers away. It is also 
called Abyar Ali. It is the miqat of the inhabitants of Madinah travelling to Makkah. 
JUHFAH: It is about 188 kilometers away from Makkah and a few miles to the south of 
Rabigh. The Quraysh trade caravans used to half here, but not it is a deserted place. It is the 
miqat for the travellers from Shaam and Egypt. 

NAJD: Actually, an elevated place is called Najd, but it is the name of region of Saudi 
Arabia. It is very high from sea-level, and presently, all the central portion of the Arabian 
peninsula. In the north it begins at the southern tip of the desert of Syria to the velley of Al- 
Awasir or Ar-Rab al Khal in the south, and breadh wise from Ahsa to the Hijaz. The capital 
of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh, is in najd. 

QARN UL MANAZI: It is a mountainous range of Tihamah about 48 kilometers to the 
south of Makkah on the highway from Yemen to Makkah. Sa'diyah is a village there. It is 
the miqat of pilgrims from yemen. The people for India and Pakistan also go from this 
route, so it is their miqat too. 

There also isDhat Irq, about 97 kilometers from Makkah towards the north east on the 
route to Iraq. It is the miqat of travellers from Iraq. 2 
The words of the hadith (tradition): 

(52L| ^ {jQ, 

{for those intending to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah} 
are evidence that if any non-resident of Makkah passes through the miqat with any other 
intention then it is not necessary from him to assume the ihtam (pilgrim-robe). This is the 
contention of Imam (leader) Shafi'I However, Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah's 

opinion is that it is not allowed to enter Makkah without assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 


1 Bukhari # 1526, Muslim # 11-1181, Abu DAwud # 1732, Nasa'i # 2658, Musnad Ahmad 10332. 

2 The original does not mention Yalamlam, the Miqat of Yemenis. It is to the south of Makkah. Here, 

the mosque of Sayyiduna Mu'adh ibn Jabal is situated. 
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whether the intention is to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah or not. It means that if a 
non-resident of Makkah goes into Makkah for Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah or for any other 
purpose then it is zoajib (obligatory) for him to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at the miqat. 
He cannot enter without the ihram (pilgrim-robe). The hanafis cite the Prophet Muhammad's 
saying. 


{It is not allowed to go beyond the miqat (to enter Makkah) without assuring the 
ihram ( pilgrim-robe ).} 

This hadith (tradition) is absolute without specifying the purpose of visit as Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and umrah. Moreover, the ihram (pilgrim-robe) is assumed to show respect to 
the sacred place Ka'bah whether one performs Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah or not. Hence, 
this command applies to the pilgrim as well as to the trader, the tourist, etc. However, 
those people who reside within the miqat are exempt from assuming the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) when going to Makkah for their needs because they have to travel there very often. 
So, they attract the same command as the residents of Makkah who can travel out of it and 
came back without the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

Those who reside within the miqat but outside the limits of the Haram may assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) at their homes up to the limits of the Haram. It is not necessary for them 
to travel to the miqat even if they reside near to it. 

The hadith (tradition) says nothing of those who reside in the main miqat itself. The ulama 
(Scholars) say that they are bracketed with those who reside in the miqat. 

This command applies also to those who reside between the limits of the Haram to the 
miqat. They will assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) there (at their homes) whether they are 
nearer the miqat or nearer the Haram. In this way, the residents of Makkah will assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) within Makkah. Those who reside outside the city of Makkah but 
within the limits of Haram will assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at the Haram of Makkah. 

The hadith (tradition) specifies that when the residents of Makkah perform Hajj (pilgrimage), 
they may assume die ihram (pilgrim-robe) within Makkah, but when they intend to perform 
umrah, they must go to Hill to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and then go to the Haram. The 
reason is that the Prophet Muhammad f L< jurist JL* had instructed Sayyidah Ay shah to 

go to Tan'im which is in hill to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah. 




f - -• i 




2517. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

place to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for the people of Madinah is Dhul 
Hulayfah, and on the other road is Al-Juhfah. Fur the people of Iraq, it is Dhat Irq. 
For the people of Najd, it is Qarn. And for the people of Yemen, it is Yalamlam." 1 
COMMENTARY: The other road from Madinah led to Makkah through Juhfah so it was 
also the miqat for the Madinah. However, now there only is one route via Dhul Hulayfah 
though Juhfah falls on the route. This means that there are two miqats for the people of 
Madinah. The ulama (Scholars) say that the ihram (pilgrim-robe) should be assumed at a 


1 Muslim # 18-1183, Nasa'i # 2651. 
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place more distant from Makkah and that is Dhul Hulayfah, but if anyone assumes it at 
Juhfah then that, too, is allowed. 


NUMBER OF UMRAH & HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) PERFORMED BY THE PROPHET 

MUHAMMAD ,*JL. 


(^>5 is B i s .fl ' I -a C ll ^gLiJ I g. 1 « 1 I (_gj ri^T j ?4A 





faSj-U-jsJj&iijj 




2518. Sayyiduna Anas j narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-j-Ofriii JL* performed 
four umrahs, all of them in (the month of) Dhul qa'dah except the one that was 
performed along with his Hajj (pilgrimage). One of these was performed from 
Hudaybiyah in Dhul-qa'dh, a second in the year following in Dhul qadah, another 
from J'iranah where he disbursed the booty of hunayn in Dhul qa'dah, and an 
umrah performed along with his Hajj (pilgrimage). 1 
COMMENTARY: Hudaybiyah is a place about 26 kilometers to the north west of Makkah 
towards Jiddah. The mountain Jabal ash-Shumaysi is situated here because of which it is 
also called Shumaysiyah. Most of this place lies within the Haram but some of it outside its 
limits, in the Hill. 

A brief account of the umrah of Hudaybiyah follows. The Prophet Muhammad 
departed from Madinah on Monday. 1 st Dhul qadah 6 AH with intention to perform the 
umrah. He was accompanied by one thousand and four hundred, or some more, 
companions. When he came to Hudaybiyah, the quraysh of Makkah disallowed him to 
visit the BaytAllah. A lengthy discussion followed where after the peace Treaty of 
Hudaybiyan was concluded 'The Prophet Muhammad -JL.j -it Jb* and his companions 

were to go back to Madinah that year, but would be allowed to perform umrah the next 
year.' So, the Prophet Muhammad returned to Madinah without performing 

umrah. However, he did earn reward for an umrah (as did the other) so this is regarded as 
his first umrah, and the command of besiege came to be operative. The prophet 
Muhammad came next year to Makkah to redeem the umrah. He stayed there 

for three days during which he performed the umrah and returned from there on the 
fourth day. This is counted as his second umrah and is called 'umrah al qada' on the 
redeeming umrah and this term is applied to it in ahadith (tradition) too. The Hanafis 
deduce from it that if a pilgrim has to relinquish his ihram (pilgrim-robe) out of compulsion 
on being prevented or surrounded then it is zuajib (obligatory) for him to redeem the 
pilgrimage, but Imam (leader) Shafi'I rules that it is not zuajib (obligatory) to redeem it. 
The Prophet Muhammad's third umrah was the one he performed on coming to 

Makkah from Ji'ranah. Here, he had divided the spoils of th* 3 Battle of Hunayn. Jiranah is a 
place between Makkah and Ta'if. After the conquest of Makkah, the Battle of Hunayn was 
fought in 8 AH and a very huge booty was collected. The Prophet Muhammad 
stayed at Ji'ranah for fifteen or sixteen days and distributed the booty among the Sahabah 


1 Bukhari # 4148, Muslim # 217.1253, Abu Dawud # 1994, Tirmidhi # 815, Darimi # 1787, Musnad 
Ahmad 3-134. 
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(Prophet's companions) During those days, he went to Makkah one right after isha 

and performed the umrah. He returned to Ji'ranah on the same night and offered the salah 
(prayer) of fajr. 

The fourth umrah of the Prophet Muhammad ,»jL was the one he performed, after 
Hajj (pilgrimage) was prescribed in 10 AH, alongwith Hajj (pilgrimage). So this umrah was 
performed in Dhul Hijjah while the others were performed in Dhul qadah. These were his 
r umrah performed four times. 

During Islam, he performed Hajj (pilgrimage) only once, after it was made fard(compulsory). 
The qurysh used to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) during the jahiliyah and the prophet 
Muhammad pLijUtk had performed Hajj (pilgrimage) during those days, too, but the 
ulama (Scholars) donot know how many times he did that. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) AND UMRAH 
Hajj (pilgrimage) and Umrah will be described later on. Here, we must see the difference 
between Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah. Hajj (pilgrimage) comprises the wuquf at Arafat, tawaf of 
Bayt Allah and the sa'I between safa and Marwah. Umrah is made up of the tawaf and the sa'I 
Ihram (pilgrim-robe) is a condition for both. Neither is valid without the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 
Hajj (pilgrimage) may be a fard(compulsory), a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 

or an optional pilgrimage. Umrah is never fard(compulsory), but only a sunnah(Practice 
of Holy Prophet Muhammad or an optional performance and if any one vows to 

perform an umrah then it becomes wajib (obligatory) for him to perform it. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD <JL-UMRAH BEFORE HIS HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 


SJLiill ^ j jlS ( Yo ^) 

x 9 * * 


((^jU*JI oljj) 


2519. Sayyiduna Al-Bara ibn Aazib said that Allah's Messenger 

performed umrah two times in Dhul qa'dah before he performed Hajj (pilgrimage). 1 
COMMENTARY: The previous hadith (tradition) count the umrah of Hudaybiyah when 
he had relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at Allah's command as an accomplished umrah 
because of the reward that was given to him. This, hadith (tradition) does not count that 
umrah because the acts of umrah were not performed. Hence, this hadith (tradition) 
mentions two umrahs before his Hajj (pilgrimage) (and the previous hadith (tradition) three 
before Hajj (pilgrimage)), but he earned reward for three umrah before Hajj (pilgrimage). 

SECTION II fafr. 

HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) IS FARD(COMPULSORY) ONLY ONCE 


U-\ J&k+JS SJJI sjjlcr&i jjls'iili jjjy jtl jll yji cf - 0T •) 


1 ijkxji j -SmS jj jl» sJJl $ $ jlil u-U. 6i HI 

2520. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas is-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger pL* said. 


1 Bukhari # 1781 
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"O you people, surely Allah has made Hajj (pilgrimage) fard(compulsory) for you." 
On that, al-Aqra ibn Habis got up and asked, "Is it every year, O Messenger 

of Allah?" He said, "Were I to say, 'Yes 7 then it would become obligatory and if it 
became obligatory, you would not do it and would not be able to do it too. Hajj 
(pilgrimage) is to be performed just once. If anyone performs it more than that, it is 
a supererogatory performance." 1 


NOT PERFORMING HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) IN SPITE OF ABILITY 

jSj jjlii jiiiylUuj isij cSjhj 4z .dii jjj.j jil jil (YiY '> 

(j jj£ cJjLj ^iii j i oj4.i 

Jdf. 6? j^Uj Jtis oallij, (Ji 4-3^ ll* Jllj 'o \Jj tfjLi 


2521. Sayyiduna Ali narrated that Allah's Messenger ^ } aJs- m said, "A 

person who possesses ample provision and a riding beast to carry him the House of 
Allah but does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) may die a Jew or a Christian, it matters 
not, in the light of the words of Allah, Blessed and Exalted: 




(And pilgrimage to the House is a duty of mankind towards Allah for him who is 
able to make his way to it.} (3: 97) 2 

COMMENTARY: A person has money enough to bear his expenses of the journey and to 
leave enough for the upkeep of his family in his absence and also has a means of 
conveyance his own or against fare. But, he does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) is spite of 
that till he dies. Then, he dies a Jew or a Christian. 

If he did not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) because he rejected it as an obligation, then, as a Jew 
or Christian, he resembles a disbeliever. If he does not reject its obligation yet does not 
perform it then he dies like a sinning Jew or Christian. In short, to neglect the performance 
of Hajj (pilgrimage) is a very grave sin. The Prophet Muhammad had to make 

such a serious comparison. 

The remaining portion of the verse is: 



{As for him who disbelieves, surely Allah is Independent o r the worlds} (3:97) 

People may obey or not obey, that does not benefit or harm Allah. It is they who derive 
benefit or suffer loss, through deliverance or punishment. 

The Prophet Muhammad may have recited the entire verse but the narrator cited it 

up to 




1 Abu Dawud # 1721, Nasa'i # 2620, Ibn Majah # 2886, Darimi # 1788, Musnad Ahmad 1-255. 

2 Tirmidhi # 812. 
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2522. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"There is no sayrurah in Islam." 1 


COMMENTARY: Sayrurah refers to one who does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage). Hence, 
the hadith (tradition) means: 'one who does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) in spite of it 
being obligatory on him is not a Muslim." 

This saying is as a warning or it means that such a man is not a perfect Muslim. 

Some people say that sayrurah means 'abstinence from marriage' and 'neglecting to 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage).' Hence the hadith (tradition) means that to refrain from marrying 
and performing Hajj (pilgrimage) is un Islamic. It is the practice of monks, or it is celibacy. A 
Muslim should not neglect marriage and Hajj (pilgrimage). 


OBLIGATION TO PERFORM HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) MUST NOT BE DEFERRED 




2523. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas j narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-j-dipiiju said, 
'He who intends to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) must perform it promptly." 2 


COMMENTARY: If anyone is able to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) then he must not 
procrastinate but seize the opportunity lest circumstances change and he become unable to 
make the pilgrimage. 

According to Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah k when Hajj (pilgrimage) becomes 
fard(compulsory) (meaning one is able to perform it), one must discharge the obligation 
promptly. If he defers and, meanwhile, becomes unable to do it, then the obligation will 
remain binding on him. (If he does not perform Hajj (pilgrimage), he will be regarded as a 
sinner.) Imam (leader) Maalik k<+*-j and Imam (leader) Ahmad <&***-; too, subscribe to the 
same view. 


Imam (leader) Shafi'I i'w-j holds that the obligation need not be discharge promptly it may 
be deferred till the last age just as it is allowed to delay the salali (prayer) till its last time. 
Imam (leader) Muhammad k *+?-j agrees with this contention. However, both of them 
maintain that delay is permitted only when there is no likelihood of missing the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) altogether, otherwise it should not be deferred. If anyone on whom Hajj 
(pilgrimage) is fard(compulsory) dies without performing it, then all the ulama (Scholars) 
hold that he would die as a sinner and he would be questioned for not having performed 
Hajj (pilgrimage). 


The Hanafi ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone on whom Hajj (pilgrimage) was 
fard(compulsory) deferred it and meanwhile, he suffers a financial set back, then he must 
borrow money and perform Hajj (pilgrimage) even if he is unable to repay the debt. It is 
hoped that Allah will not punish him for non-payment of debt provided he intends to 
repay it as soon as he gains ability to do so. 


PERFORMING HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) & UMRAH TOGETHER 


1 Abu Dawud # 1729, Musnad Ahmad 1-312. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1732, Ibn Majah # 1883, Musnad Ahmad 1-274. 
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2524. Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud narrated that Allah's Messenger j & Ju> 

said, "Let Hajj (pilgrimage ) and umrah follow one another because they remove 
poverty and sin as the bellows remove rust form iron, gold and silver. And, there is 
no removed for an accepted Hajj (pilgrimage) but paradise." 1 

2525. Sayyiduna Umar (also) narrated this hadith (tradition) (but) up to the 

Prophet Muhammad JL> words, from iron." 2 

COMMENTARY: This calls for the qiran form of Hajj (pilgrimage) which is the most 
excellent form of Hajj (pilgrimage). This will be explained later on. 

This hadith (tradition) could also mean that if you have already performed umrah, now 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage), and if you have already made Hajj (pilgrimage), now make umrah. 
Poverty could mean the apparent lack of wealth but also the inner feeling. Thus, Allah 
would bestow wealth and property, or richness of heart to one who performs Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and umrah. 

CONDITIONS OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

jl! 4^.ji Is Jill jLjS&&l J-* ^jjbl Jl Jj.j .U. yil <*' 0 V- ') 


2526. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that a man came to the Prophet Muhammad 

pLij u* jLo and asked, "O Messenger of Allah, what makes Hajj (pilgrimage) 
obligatory?" He said, "Provision of journey and a means of conveyance." 3 
COMMENTARY: There are other conditions too, but this hadith (tradition) mentions the 
two main ones. They are the basic conditions. 

This hadith (tradition) also rejects Imam (leader) Maalik's & contention that Hajj 
(pilgrimage) is also obligatory on one who can travel on foot and also earn his expenses 
through trade or labour. 

PILGRIM DESCRIBED 


iUlisJiill .LJjl jls llil U jUI jizj & & si” jj-Sj 0 w) 


21 j ,jlS jjJJl U sill b jUl &\j jll jlill #£l &\ sill JjJ.J b JUI 


J^U’l JkJ iff Vl,cL244-Uc4l ^jJislill JtL. \jj 


2527. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that a man asked Allah's Messenger 

(jL-jUfriiit, "Who is a pilgrim?" He said, "with dishevelled hair and bad-smelling 
(body)" Another man got up and asked, "O Messenger of Allah, which part of Hajj 
(pilgrimage) is the most excellent?" He said, "To raise the voice while calling the 


1 Tirmidhi # 810, Nasa'i # 2630. 

2 Ibn Majah # 2887, Musnad Ahmad 1-387. 

3 Tirmidhi # 813, Ibn Majah # 2896. 
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talbiyah and to shed blood of the sacrificial animal." Yet another arose and asked, 
"O Messenger of Allah, what is as sabil?" (A reference to hadith (tradition) # 2521, 
Qur'anic verse 3:97) He said, "Provision and a riding beast." 1 


PERFORMING HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) FOR FATHER 





I jjb (Jf 


2528. Sayyidnna Abu Razin Al-Uqayli **k^j came to the Prophet Muhammad -auju 
and submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, my father is a very old man. He 
cannot perform Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah, and he cannot sit firmly on a riding 
beast." He said, "perform Hajj (pilgrimage) on behalf of your father, and perform 
umrah, too." 2 


REFERENCE: See hadith (tradition) # 2511 of a similar nature. Comments follow tf^ere. 
OWN HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) BEFORE PERFORMING FOR ANOTHER 



Cj£- jSj v£JLyflj (j£- (Jls V (Jls i£jL.» fl> £)£- jl rl (Jls *LajCi 


(■3_*.U (jj lj jJ I oljj) 


2529. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ^s-k^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ^^kj^ heard 
a man call 'Labayk for shubrumah/ He asked, "Who is shubrumah?" He said, "My 
brother," (he said) "A relative of mine." He asked, "Have you performed Hajj 
(pilgrimage) for yourself?" He said, "No" He said, "Perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for 
yourself, first. Then perform it for shubrumah." 3 


COMMENTARY: Imam (leader) Shafi'I and Imam (leader) Ahmad contend that 
one who has not performed his own Hajj (pilgrimage) must not perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for 
another. They cite this hadith (tradition). Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah and Imam 

(leader) Maalik **k^j hold that even if one has not performed his own Hajj (pilgrimage), he 
may perform Hajj (pilgrimage) for another, though it is better for him to perform his Hajj 
(pilgrimage) first. According to them the command in this hadith (tradition) is of the kind of 
mustahab (desirable). It is also said that this hadith (tradition) is weak or abrogated. 


MIQAT OF THOSE FROM THE EAST 
j\JI oljj) — (JjSill ^ I ^1 <J ^'^-^3 (Jta tde- ) 


1 Ibn Majah # 2896, Baghawi in Sharth us sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^jUf-kj^) # 
1847, (Ibn Majah does not mention the last portion (of the third man. 

2 Tirmidhi # 931, Abu Dawud # 1810, Nasa'i # 2617, Ibn Majah # 2906, Musnad Ahmad # 16184. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1811, Ibn Majah # 2903, Shafi'I k^j. 
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2530. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ^ narrated that Allah's Messenger ^j u* k JLo 
appointed al-Aqiq as the miqat of the people of the east. 1 

COMMENTARY: Al-Atiq is a place around Dhat Irq. The people of the east are those 
whose lands are to the east of Makkah outside the Haram. They are also called the Iraqis. 

a* * ✓ M \ ✓ 

j jjl 1 —(3^?: oli I (Jj&'-t <!ic 

2531. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger *JL,j isi fixed 

Dhat Irq as the miqat of the people of Iraq. 2 




PREFERABLE TO ASSUME THE IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) BEFORE THE MIQAT 




2532. Sayyidah Umm Salamah i#**^*) narrated that she heard Allah's Messenger 
(jL-jUp-fiajLp say that if anyone assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage) 
or umrah from Mas j id Al-Aqsa to the Masjid Al-Haram then his sins, the previous 
as well as the latest, are forgive, or paradise is assured to him. 3 


COMMENTARY: The 'or' between the words ' Hajj (pilgrimage)' and 'umrah' is to 
differentiate 'one of the two. But the or between forgiven and paradise is the narrator's 
uncertainty about which of the two the Prophet Muhammad ^ spoke. 

Anyone who begins his journey for Hajj (pilgrimage) from Bayt ul Maqdis (Jerusalam) at 
Masjid al-Aqsa passes through Madinah on his way to Makkah. He is very fortunate that 
he touches three sacred cities and his journey too is for a sacred cause. Hence, he entitles 
himself to the great reward promised in the hadith (tradition). 

Some scholars say that this hadith (tradition) suggests that the further the place where the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) is assumed, the more the reward. Therefore Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah 
said that to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at a place ahead of the miqat, or even at 
one's home, is better. Imam (leader) Shafi'I gave one verdict in agreement with this 
opinion of Abu Hanifah but this is on condition that one is able to respect the 

conditions and prohibitions of the ihram (pilgrim-robe). If he is unable to do so then he 
should assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at the miqat itself. 

The Hanafis have both allowed and classified as makruh(unbecoming) the assumption of 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe) before the months of Hajj (pilgrimage) (Shawwal, Dhul qa'dah and 
Dhul Hajj (pilgrimage)ab. before its ten initial days) Imam (leader) Maalik and Imam 
(leader) Ahmad also regard it as makruh(unbecoming) (disliked). Imam (leader) 

Shafi'I grave one verdict that it is not correct to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 

before the months of Hajj (pilgrimage), but his operative ruling is that if anyone assumes the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) before the months of Hajj (pilgrimage) then his ihram (pilgrim-robe) will 
be regarded to be of umrah, not of Hajj (pilgrimage). 


1 Abu Dawud # 1740, Tirmidhi # 832. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1739, Nasa'i # 2656. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1741, Ibn Majah # 3001, Musnad Ahmad 6.299. 
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SECTION III 

AVOID BEGGING DURING HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 






^jX iijijjJj (jusaisi j> ! U i/L iL i pA \lil 


2533. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that when the people of Yemen performed 

Hajj (pilgrimage), they did not bring provision but pleaded that they had trust in 
Allah. When they arrived in Makkah, however, they resorted to begging from the 
people. So, Allah revelled: 


tjijjij 


{And take provision with you, (however) the best provision indeed in piety.} 1 (2:197) 
COMMENTARY: Those people had a misconception of tawakkal (trusi in Allah). They 
were told to keep provision with them and not to stop too low to begging. It is not correct 
to proceed for Hajj (pilgrimage) without equipping oneself with provision of the journey if 
one is not confident that he will not beg and put himself to inconvenience and not be able 
to discharge the rites of Hajj (pilgrimage) perfectly, and put others to inconvenience too. 

The verse and the hadith (tradition) suggest that it is not contrary to tawakkal to carry 
necessary provisions. Of course, if anyone adopts only tawakkal and caries no means there 
is no harm if he is resolute and persevering. That should be true tawakkal, however. 

WOMEN'S JIHAD IS HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) & UMRAH 



9 9 

(*La.Lo (jJ I ol 

2534. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she asked, "O Messenger of Allah, is 

jihad fard(compulsory) on women?" He said, 'Yes. It is jihad in which is no fighting. 

It is Hajj (pilgrimage) and u mrah/' 2 

COMMENTARY: Islam has not prescribed jihad on woman but rather than deprive them 
of its great reward has elevated Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah to its level for them. Though 
there is no fighting in it, it calls for strenuous effort and a journey away from home. 
WARNING TO THOSE WHO FAIL TO PERFORM HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) FOR NO 

REASON 





2535. Sayyiduna Abu Umamah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If any one is not obstructed from performing Hajj (pilgrimage) by an obvious 
excuse, an oppressive king or an illness that confines him yet he dies without 
performing Hajj (pilgrimage), then he may die, if he wishes as a Jew, or, if he 


1 Bukhari # 1523, Abu Dawud # 1730. 

2 Ibn Majah # 2901. 
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wishes, as a Christian." 1 

COMMENTARY: If anyone fears for his life and property during the journey at the hands 
of a monarch or rulers who are cruel then Hajj (pilgrimage) is not fard(compulsory) on him 
even though he may have met the other conditions of Hajj (pilgrimage). Similar, such 
diseases as restrict movement absolve one from the obligation of Hajj (pilgrimage). These 
include the bind, paralyzed, etc. 

Hence, the hadith (tradition) means that if anyone meets all the conditions of Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and nothing hinders him from proceeding yet he does not perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage) then he may die a Jew or a Christian. This warning has been explained against 
hadith (tradition) # 2521. 

PILGRIMS ARE ALLAH'S GUESTS 


„ & 




(^L*.U o \ jj ) ^ • jl. 9 

2536. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah vek^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
(*JLsaid, "The pilgrims whether performing Hajj (pilgrimage) or performing 
umrah are guests of Allah. If they pray to him, he answers them and if they seek 
His forgiveness. He forgives them." 2 

COMMENTARY: Ka'bah is Allah's House. Visitors to it are His guests. As their host, Allah 
cares for all their permissible needs. 


(Jjjb 3UI <1J1 Z (Jll idcj (TOW) 


(n^>UjVI o'jj) 

2537. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah ut-k^^ narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say, "The guests of Allah are of three kinds; the warrior, the pilgrim who 
performs Hajj (pilgrimage) and the pilgrim who performs umrah." 3 

SALAAM & HANDSHAKE WITH RETURNING PILGRIMS 


oljj) —<1 JjuL*jS Aj(s icx 5 v • j l L U3 i£jQ )»v «»■ » ^ • j l 


2538. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"When you meet him who has performed Hajj (pilgrimage) greet him with salaam, 
shake hands with him and request him to make istighfar for you before he enters 
his house because he is one who is forgiven." 4 
COMMENTARY: A person who has performed Hajj (pilgrimage) has his prayers answered 
from the time he enters Makkah till forty days after he returns home. In the past, people 
used to receive returning pilgrims warmly. Their objective was to shake h ands with them 


1 Darimi # 1785. 

2 Ibn Majah # 2892. 

3 Ibn Majah # 2892, Nasa'i # 2626, Bayhaqi I shabul Eeman. 

4 Musnad Ahmad 2-69. 
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who has been forgiven and gain some of the blessings before they occupied themselves 
with worldly pursuits. Today, this spirit has given way to ostentation and pretence. 

This hadith (tradition) to instructs that even before a pilgrim enters his home, we must 
shake hands with him before he engages in worldly tasks and mingles with his family. Till 
this time, he is said to be in Allah's path and innocent of sins and hence one whose prayers 
are granted. We are instructed to request him to make istighfar for us so that Allah will 
answer his prayer and forgive us. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that one who performs umrah, who wages jihad and who seeks 
religious knowledge are all like the pilgrim who has performs Hajj (pilgrimage). When these 
people return home, we should offer them salaam, shake hands with them and request 
them to make istighfar for us before they enter their homes because they are forgiven. 

A PILGRIM WHO DIES GETS FULL REWARD 



2539. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "If anyone proceeds to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) or umrah, or as a warrior and 
dies on his way, then Allah writes for him the reward of the warrior, the pilgrim 
performing Hajj (pilgrimage) and the pilgrims performing umrah." 1 
COMMENTARY: The seeker of religious knowledge is also in the fold of these people. If 
anyone goes out of his home in pursuit of religious knowledge and dies on his way then he 
will get the reward of a scholar. 

MAKKAH & MADINAH 

Some basic information about Hajj (pilgrimage) has been given in this chapter and its 
commands and rules will follow in succeeding chapter. Makkah is the central place of this 
great worship and good fortune. Madinah is the heartbeat of every Muslim. It is the land of 
the beloved. Every pilgrim loves to visit Madinah. 

Hence, we present a brief historical and geographical account of these two places. Of 
course chapters, on the merits of these two places will follow. 

MAKKAH: The Bayt Allah or house of Allah is situated here. It is a city of al-HIjaz in Saudi 
Arabia, in the wadi (valley) Ibrahim. It is about three hundred and fifty feet above sea level. 
Its latitude is 21°N and longitude 29.5°E. Its population is four hundred thousand, or more 
than that. It is situated about 78 kilometres away from the seashore. 

Makkah is also known as Bakkah, Umm ul Qura and Balad ul Amin, but the most common 
and well-known name is Makkah. The land where it is situated is uncultivable, a narrow 
and deep valley. It was once a waterless, grassless desert, uninhabited. It extends in the 
valley more than five miles from east to west and is more than two miles breadth wise. It is 
also called Batha because it lies in the path of onrushing flood waters. The valley of 
Makkah is surrounded by two mountain ranges extending from the west to the east, one of 
them is in the north and the other in the south, and both ranges are called Akhshaban. The 
Torah refers to them as Jibal Faran (Faran mountains). 

About four thousand years ago. Prophet Ibrahim pV-Ju-ip brought his wife, Sayyidah Hajrah 


1 Bayhaqi # 4100. 
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and young son, Sayyiduna Ismail to this desert wilderness, and settles them 

here. He also rebuilt .the kn'bah at that time. Besides, he prayed to Allah to'cause some of 
mankind to inhabit the land. Since then this desolate place attracted the neighbouring 
people - rather, all the worlds dwellers - to it. Allah's worshippers turn toward it five 
times a day for snlnh (prayer) and will keep facing it. 

The progeny of Sayyiduna Ismail settled here and even spread in the surroundings. 

The Quraysh became the trustee and residents of this place. And, it was here that, among 
the Quraysh, was bom the supreme guide and Allah's last Messenger the chief of the two 
worlds (jL.jUfi.in JLo. He conveyed to the world, from this sacred city. Allah's last message 
and religion, Islam. Here, began every effort and exertion to propagate Islam worldwide. 

In the beginning the makkans dwelled in tents. Two hundred years before the hijrah, the 
Prophet Muhammad's ,JL-jU*in ancestor Qusay ibn Kilab came from shaam (Syria and 
adjoining areas) and he initiated erection of houses. With the advent of Islam, the city 
continued to prosper so that, presently, it is the biggest city of its neighbourhood and 
Islam's most important and central city. 

There is only one spring in the city, the only source of water, called zamzam. There is no 
well. Paucity of water forbade cultivation of any sort, but not a large supply of water has 
made it possible to grow some grass and plants. Earlier a river was diverted at a point near 
Ta'if and it was called River Zubaydah having been commissioned by the mother of Amin 
ur Rashid, Zubaydah. It was expended with time and other means of water supply were 
tapped. The present government has made a solid arrangement for supply of water so that 
there is no shortage of water now. 

Since Makkah is sandwiched between mountains, it is a very hot place. Its winter is very 
mild. It is very unbearable in summer. It rains only in winter, not more than about five 
inches annually. Summer begins in March and continues till October. 

MADINAH: Madinah is about four hundred and thirty two kilometers to the north of 
Makkah. To its western side at about one hundred kilometers lies the sea and the famous 
seaport of the area, Yanbu al Bahr. 

Madinah lies about the middle of the highway between Makkah and Shaam. It is situated 
at 24.35° North and 39.52 East. 

When the infidels of Makkah made life difficult for the Muslims and persecuted them, it 
became nearly impossible to preach Islam. So, on receiving Allah's commands, the Prophet 
Muhammad (*JL.j u* k instructed the sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^s- ito to 
emigrate to Madinah and he himself followed them to it. Thus the centre of propagation of 
Islam moved to Madinah. From here. The light of Islam dispersed beyond the limits of 
Arabia into the entire world. 

Before the Prophet Muhammad's arrival, this city was known as yathrib. He 

changed its name to Madinah and it came to be called Madinatur Rasul, the city of the 
Messenger. Its other names are: Tabah, Tayyibah, Ta'ibah, Ardullah, Darul hijrah, Bayt 
RasulAllah Haram Rasul Allah, Mahbubah, Hasanah, and so on. These are found in 
ahadith (tradition) and other texts, but Madinah is the most famous name. 

In contrast to Makkah, Madinah is an evergreen, verdurous, cultivable city. Apart from its 
western side, there are gardens on all its other sides producing dates, grapes and variety of 
other fruits in a large quantity. Its fields are cultivated and its climate is moderate. There 
are no mountain surrounding it, but gardens enclose it from different sides and it is twelve 
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thousand five hundred feet above sea level. It has extreme summer and winter, and it is 
said to be an invigorating, healthy city. 

When the Prophet Muhammad arrived here, its climate was very unpleasant. 

Illness and epidemics were common. Both Sayyiduna Abu Bakr <u* it ^j and Sayyiduna 
Bilal t^j became seriously ill on coming here. The Prophet Muhammad i' J-e 

prayed for its climate to become aggreable and his prayer was granted. 

The mountains Hurratul Waqim and Hurratul Wabrah lie on its east and west respectively. 
On its south is the Mount Uhud in whose proximity the Battle of uhud was fought. There 
are at this place graves of many sahabah (Prophet's companions) ^it^ including of 
Sayyiduna Hamzah The Mount uhud is about two and a Valf miles away from the 

city. To its south are two mountains ayr and two suburbs, Quba and Awaly. 

Between Hurratul Waqim and Hurratul Wabrah, to the north but somewhat isolated is the 
Mount sal It was here that the Prophet Muhammad u* *“> and his sahabah 

(Prophet's companions) has dug trenches together in 4 AH to block the path of the 

infidels into Madinah. This event came to be known as Ghazwah Ahzab (Battle of the 
confederates) or Ghazwah Khandaq (Battle of the Trenches). 

The trenches were dug in the form of a crescent from Hurratul Waqim to Hurratul Wabrah and 
dug from behind the Mount sal. The Muslim army was positioned at the base of Mount sal. 

The Prophet Muhammad's JLe beautiful mosque is situated in about the centre of 

the city in a rectangular form. In the eastern portion of the mosque at the southern corner is 
t he Prophet Muhammad's pL-j u* JLe grave In which he rests. His two honourable 
companions. Abu Bakr and Umar Faruq are also buried by his side. 


CHAPTER - II 

THE IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) AND THE 
TALBIYAH (ASSUMING THE IHRAM (PILGRIM- 
ROBE) AND CALLING HE LABAYK) 






‘Ihram (pilgrim-robe)' means to make unlawful. Many things become unlawful for the 
pilgrim, so this word is used to denote that (as of that moment) these things are forbidden. 
The clothing consists only of a sheet of cloth covering the upper body and a waist-wrapper 
over the lower body waist-wrapper over the lower body waist-down, with the intention to 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage) or umrah, and it is called the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

'Talbiyah' is to call the labayk. It is: 



SECTION I 

APPLYING PERFUME WHILE IN THE STATE OF IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 
£L)I 4jJI Q S- JlLLo 4^9 cjjiaS Js* 
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_Ja jjLj 


2540. Sayyidah Aysliah narrated that she used to apply perfume to Allah's 

Messenger for his ihram (pilgrim-robe) before he assumed the ihram 

(pilgrim-robe) and when he relinquished his ihram (pilgrim-robe) before he 
circumambulated the House with a perfume of musk. She said, "It is as though I 
still see the shine of the perfume at the parting of the hair of Allah's Messenger 
while he was in the state of the ihram (pilgrim-robe)." 1 
COMMENTARY: If perfume is applied on the clothing of ihram (pilgrim-robe) before it is 
assumed then there is no harm irt it even if the fragrance persists after assuming the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe). Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah and Imam (leader) Ahmad hold this 
contention that perfume may be applied before assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) but not 
afterwards. Imam (leader) Malik and Imam (leader) Shafi'I however, contend 
that it is makruh(unbecoming) to apply a perfume before assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
it its fragrance persists even after assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

Before we explain the second portion of the hadith (tradition), we must remember that on 
the 10 th Dhul Hijjah, the pilgrims come to Mina from Muzdalifah. There they perform the 
rami jamrah uqbah and put off their ihram (pilgrim-robe) so that whatever (lawful) was 
forbidden in the state of ihram (pilgrim-robe) becomes legal again except sexual intercourse 
or suggestion of it to women. This becomes permissible only after tawaf ifadah in Makkah. 
Sayyidah Ayshah said that she applied perfume to Allah's Messenger jLo 

again when he relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) on coming to Mina and making the 
rami jimrat uqbah though he had not yet performed the tawaf ifadah. 


TALBID & TALBIYAH (MATTED HAIR & LABBAYK) 

pVji, lyg V V vfjWlj cjj J JUi-l dJdJ dJd ^ 


(*UkC (3^) _oUJdd I 

2541. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 4-Uiii 

call (the talbiyah) in a loud voice while his hair was matted: 


Vdjidlj dJd loBl J lzL\ *£ 



(I am here, O Allah! I am here! I am here; you have no partner. I m here! Surely, all 
praise and grace are Yours, and the dominion. You have no partner.} 

He did not add over these words. 2 

COMMENTARY: The Arabic word (aJj) (talbid) translated as 'matted' implies applying 
henna or any other sticking material to the hair on the head to keep hair together. Also, dust 
and lice will be kept away. The pilgrims may do it before assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 
The ulama (Scholars) differ on the saying of the talbiyah or labayk. Imam (leader) Abu 


1 Bukhari # 1539, Muslim # 37-1189, Abu Dawud # 1745, Tirmidhi # 918, Nasa'i # 2693, Ibn Majah # 
2926, Muwatta # 17, Musnad Ahmad 6.98, Darimi # 183. 

2 Bukhari # 1540, Muslim # 21-1184, Abu Dawud # 1747, Ibn Majah # 3047, Musnad Ahmad 2-131. 
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Hanifah regards it as a condition for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) to be correct. Imam 

(leader) Maalik says that while talbiyah is not wajib (obligatory) but if it is neglected then 
one will have to pay the dumm (which is sacrificing an animal). Imam (leader) ShafiT 
says that talbiyah is a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad and if it is 

neglected, no expiation (dumm) is necessary. 

The prophet Muhammad ,*JL. j u* a JLo used only these words in talbiyah generally. Other 
versions give more words and the verdict is that it is makruh(unbecoming) to cut down the 
words of talbiyah as given here, and to add (those) more words is not 
makruh(unbecoming), but mustahab (desirable). 

All the ulama (Scholars) agree that it is mustahab (desirable) to call tl e talbiyah in a raised voice. 

WHEN TO CALL THE TALBIYAH 


icali 13], £13! ^ jb (Jls 

(aJl t (3^°) -AjkiiU (jj Jc»vJja j Se. ly* 


2542. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that when Allah's Messenger 

put his feet in the stirrup and his she camel stoop up with him (seated on it), he 
called the talbiyah in a loud voice from near the mosque of Dhul Hulayfah. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad j u* JU» prepared for his journey for the 

Farewell pilgrimage and offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr in Madinah. He offered the salah 
(prayer) of asr at Dhul Hulayfah which is the miqat of the people of Madinah. He spent the 
night there and assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) in the morning. 

While this hadith (tradition) says that the Prophet Muhammad pt-jUpiijLo sat down on the 
camel's back and called the labayk after the camel stood up, another hadith (tradition) says 
that he offered two raka'at optional salah (prayer) for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and called the 
labayk. Another hadith (tradition) says that he reached bayda, an elevated place, and called 
the labayk. Hence, there are three different versions of when the Prophet Muhammad & 
fJL-j-ui* called the labayk. 

Imam (leader) ShafiT j abides by the first version which is the hadith (tradition) under 
discussion. According to him, the pilgrim must call the labayk after sitting on his camel or 
whatever kind of conveyance be uses. 

Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah Imam (leader) Maalik -ii and Imam (leader) Ahmad 
have followed the second version. According to these three Imam (leader)s, it is 
mustahab (desirable) to offer two raka'at salah (prayer) (optional), form the intention to assume 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and while still at the prayer rug the labayk may be called, but it is 
better to call it immediately after the salah (prayer). 

The three versions are reconciled by assuming that the Prophet Muhammad ,JL-> -ii J-e 
offered this salah (prayer) and called the labayk while at the prayer rug. Again he called the 
labayk after sitting on the she camel. And, once again, he called the labayk at Bayda. 

This is why the ulama (Scholars) have said that labayk may be called with every change in 
situation, time and place. Such a repetition is mustahab (desirable). 


1 Bukhari # 2865, Muslim # 22-1187, Abu Dawud # 1773, Nasa'i # 2757, Ibn Majah # 2916, Darimi # 
1929, Musnad Ahmad 2-18, Muwatta Maalik # 20-9-29. 
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So, the Prophet Muhammad called the labayk three times in this manner. The 

narrator, in each case, thought that he had called it where he had heard the Prophet 
Muhammad Therefore, each of them reported just as he had heard the Prophet 

Muhammad This reconciliation is based on the hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna 

Ibn Abbas * -s-k^i that Shaykh Abdul Haq kju*-j has cited in Ash'ah al lam'at on the 
authority of the sharh kitab Kharqi. 

ABOUT TALBIYAH & KINDS OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

_ (Sd-L> rfa* I faz* aU 1 ^ j-kj II-*.;-*- (Jls C? ^ j O'® IT) 

«1jj) 


2543. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed Khudri <^k <jr a ) narrated that they set out with Allah's 
Messenger pL>j*Je.kju> with their voices very loud for the Hajj (pilgrimage) (calling 
the labayk). 1 

COMMENTARY: Only Hajj (pilgrimage) is mentioned because Hajj (pilgrimage) is the real 
pilgrimage. Besides, the narrator spoke of himself and of those who called the talbiyah only 
for Hajj (pilgrimage), or this hadith (tradition) speaks of those who performed the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) ifrad and assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for it. 

This hadith (tradition) says nothing about The Prophet Muhammad This will 

be explained in the next hadith (tradition). Hence, this hadith (tradition) cannot be said to 
contradict other ahadith (tradition). 


oljj) — g UjLo*. >j£Jj fa l —(Jls ijr^ 1 (faj 

2544. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that he was a co-rider with Abu Talhah k ^j 

«up, and they (the suhabah) ^k^j were calling out aloud for both of them, the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and the umrah. 2 

COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) is evidence that Hajj (pilgrimage) of the form qiran 
is more excellent. Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah holds this view because the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^k^j were with the Prophet Muhammad they would 

never be willing to do anything different from what the Prophet Muhammad Ja> 

did. He may have observed the form qiran and they emulated him. The form qiran is 
explained in the next hadith (tradition). 

Jjfcf fa iL-s £ 1 sfa I Jk-^J 1 fa** i JJ-i J fa tifj-* dJ (1 i faj ( Y 0 1- 0 ) 


j*T fa tfU jlij 4dc 4i)i fa& 4iii jjJLj Jilj 0-L Jj>\ (fa 1 Lj sj-Uj ptjjtffalLj 

Js. 1 p4 fa& 1J fa\ fa [f\j jii 


2545. Sayyiduan Ayshah ^k^y we set out with Allah's Messenger ^jUe-k in 
the year of the Farewell pilgrimage. Some of us assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
for umrah (alone and called aloud the talbiyah). Some of us assumed the ihram 


1 Muslim # 211-1247, Musnad Ahmad 3-5. 

2 Bukhari # 1526, Muslim # 118.1211, Abu Dawud # 1779, Ibn Majah # 3000, Muwatta Maalik # 56 
(Hajj). 
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(pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah (both) and some of us assumed it for 
Hajj (pilgrimage) (alone). Allah's Messenger assumed the ihratn (pilgrim- 

robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage). Those who had assumed the ihratn (pilgrim-robe) for 
umrah (alone), relinquished it while those who had assumed it for Hajj (pilgrimage) 
or for both Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah together did no it relinquish it till the day 
of sacrifice. 1 

COMMENTARY: There are three kinds of people who perform Hajj (pilgrimage): 

(i) Mufrid. 

(ii) Qarin. 

(iii) Mutamatta. 

The mufrid assumes the ihratn (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) only. Hence, ifrad is to 
assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of only Hajj (pilgrimage) and to confine oneself to 
performance of Hajj (pilgrimage). 

The qarin assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for both Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah. He 
performs the umrah first and then t he Hajj (pilgrimage). To assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
for both Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah and perform umrah and Hajj (pilgrimage) in this 
sequence is called qiran. 

The mutamatta is one who assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah at the miqat during 
the months of Hajj (pilgrimage), and performs the rites of umrah. If he has brought the hadi 
(animal for sacrifice) with him, then he should retain the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and if he has 
not brought the hadi, then he must relinquish t he ihram (pilgrim-robe), but remain in 
Makkah. When the days of Hajj (pilgrimage) arrive, he must assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
of Hajj (pilgrimage) from the Haram, and must perform Hajj (pilgrimage). To assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah first in the months of Hajj (pilgrimage) and after performing 
umrah but before returning to one's native land and without relinquishing the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) if the animal of sacrifice is brought along - or after relinquishing the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe), assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) at the Haram and 
performing the Hajj (pilgrimage) is called tamattu. 

Only definitions are given here in brief a detailed exposition of commands will follow later, 
insha Allah. 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S ,JU,<uU IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE ): The question 
arises; what kind of ihram (pilgrim-robe) the Prophet Muhammad had assumed 

during the farewell pilgrimage? Was he a mufrid, a qarin or a mutamatta? The ahadith 
(tradition) differ on this subject. Some of them, like the one under discussion, suggest that 
he was a mufrid. But, most ahadith (tradition) say that he was a qarin, and some say t hat 
he was mutamatta. 

The differences in the ahadith (tradition) may be explained on the hearing of the narrators. 
Some heard him say (i**w it _ic3) (labayk for Hajj (pilgrimage)), other also heard die words 
(iji* (and umrah with Hajj (pilgrimage)), and others heard only (for 

umrah. Or the Prophet Muhammad may have said at diffoent moments each of 

these: (ivyJJ) and (3Thus, the sahabah (Prophet's companions) reported 

according to what they heard. 

Some sahabah might have used the word tamatta m its literal meaning which his 'to 


1 Bukhari # 294, Muslmi # 1211, Tirmidhi # 820, Nasa'i # 242, Abu Dawud # 1250, Ibn Majah # 2963. 
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benefit/ 'to profit/ This benefit is also derived in qiran for the pilgrim qarin benefits from 
umrah, too, that he performs with Hajj (pilgrimage). 

Those who has assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for u mrah relinquished it after observing 
the tawaf and sa'I and having their head shaved. Later, they assumed the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage). The others retained their ihram (pilgrim-robe) whether it was only 
for Hajj (pilgrimage) or for Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah. Then all of them put off their ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) till the day of sacrifice was over. That day they observed ram (casting 
pebbles) of Jamratul aqabah, had their heads shaved and relinquished their ihram (pilgrim- 
robe). There after, everything that was disallowed to them because of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
became permissible to them, except sexual intercourse with women. This was permitted to 
them after the tawaf rukn (also called ifadah). 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 



(4JlP JaI ji L jj&t! 

2546. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j said that Allah's Messenger performed 

the Hajj (pilgrimage) tamatta in t he farewell pilgrimage (deriving benefit with) 
umrah before Hajj (pilgrimage), calling the labayk loudly for umrah first and 
afterwords for Hajj (pilgrimage ). (Thus, he combined Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah 
and become qarin.) 1 

SECTION II 

CLOTHING OF THE IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 


lS-L jSJl oljj) — 


2547. Sayyiduna Zayd ibn Thabit narrated that he saw that the Prophet 

Muhammad took off his clothing to put on his ihram (pilgrim-robe) after 

having a bath. 2 

COMMENTARY: 'He took off his clothing and put on the ihram (pilgrim-robe);' means he 
changed into the ihram (pilgrim-robe) which is a waist wrapper and an upper sheet of cloth. 
Both are unstitched. In the state of the ihram (pilgrim-robe), stitched garments are not 
allowed, like shirt, pajamas, cap, overalls, socks and so on. 

It is Masnun to have a bath for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and also better. If a bath is not 
possible, then ablution is enough. Bath is masnun even for the women who menstruate or 
experience post childbirth bleeding and for minor children. 


TALBID 


o\jj) L LiljJuli 1 ^ • j l C&\ 


2548. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that the Prophet Muhammad Up m 

matted his hair with ghisl (which is a sticking material of various kind to keep off 
dust, etc. from the hair during the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 3 


1 Bukhari # 1691, Muslim # 174-1227, Abu Dawud # 1805, Nasa'i # 2732, Musnad Ahm*.d 2-139. 

2 Tirmidhi # 831, Darimi # 1794. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1748. 
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RAISING THE VOICE IN THE TALBIYAH 

JJJulj 4iil 3^ 4i3l (Jj-ij 3^ (JU «&l 0 s " c_-4t2Ji cji U^J 

t^JllLa o\jJ ) jl IJj»93 n. ? ^ • j l 


jJIj *l^U> 

2549. Sayyiduna Khallad ibn as-Sa'ib reported that his father narrated that 

Allah's Messenger ju> said, "Jibril f*sLJ«Up came to me and instructed me to 

command my companions that they should raise their voices when calling the ihlal 
or the talbiyah." 1 

COMMENTARY: Raising voices is for men. They must raise voices but not to such an 
extent as requires extra exertion. Women may call it softly so that only they hear it. Others 
should not hear their voice. 

MERIT OF ONE WHO CALLS THE LABAYK 


f^KiJ 0 s " O* (j-5 la I 1^*3 4±}\ 3^ .Ai-i Oi ^Cj£~5 


*£s(Y00») 





2550. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa'd narrated that Allah's Messenger (►L.jUp-it JL> 

said, "No Muslim calls the talbiyah aloud but all on his right and left, stones, trees 
and even clouds say the same, penetrating the earth hither and thither." 2 
COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) highlights the excellence of the person who say 
labayk and of labayk. 


TWO RAKA'AT FOR THE IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 




pj {J&j&j aJ^SjL\ jj &UI 3'® 2^)1 3pJ ^ 3b (j^l 0^3 (Y 00 \) 


j cjdi ij dJdJ cJiJb Qjjiij 


2551. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that Allah's Messenger used to 

offer two raka'at salah (prayer) at Dhul Hulayfah. Then, as the she-camel stood up 
(erect) with him near the mosque of Dhul Hulayfah, he called the talbiyah in a loud 
voice, saying: 




(I am here, O Allah! I am here! I am here, obedient to you. All good is in your h?uds. 

I am here! Desires are directed towards you and deeds are for you} 3 

COMMENTARY: The two raka'at for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) are mar:.an. In these, he 


1 Tirmidhi # 830, Abu Dawud # 1814, Nasa'i # 2752, Ibn Majah # 2922, Musnad Ahmad # 16569, 
Muwatta Maalik # 34 (Hajj) 

2 Tirmidhi # 8291, Ibn Majah # 2921. 

3 Bukhari # 1549, Muslim # 19-1184, Abu Dawud # 1812, Tirmidhi # 826, Nasa'i # # 2750. Ibn Majah 
# 2918, Muwatta Maalik # 20.9-28, (This hadith (tradition) belongs to section 1 but is placed in 11). 
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recited the surahs al-Kafiran and al-Ikhlas. Then he formed the intention and called the 
labayk. Then, he mounted the she camel near the mosque of Dhul Hulayfah and as it stood 
up with him on its back, he called the labayk in the well-known words and then in the 
additional form given in this hadith (tradition). 

DUROOD & SUPPLICATION AFTER TALBIYAH 


Cy* f’jS lit ^ 4lJl 0 s " 0 s " (y Sjlii. O^j 


((JisULSI ol_j.j) — I (2^5 ol j ii I _J 3JJI «CjuL> 


2552. Sayyiduna Umarah ibn Khuzaymah ibn Thabit ii'^j reported on the authority 
of his father 1 that when the prophet Muhammad JU finished reciting his 

talbiyah, he prayed to Allah for His pleasure and paradise, and sought His 
(protection by) forgiveness through His mercy from hell. 2 
COMMENTARY: The hanafi ulama (Scholars) say that after reciting the talbiyah, it is 
mustahab (desirable) for the pilgrim to invoke blessings on the prophet Muhammad 

in a voice subdued relative to his voice for the talbiyah. He must pray to Allah for His 
pleasure and paradise as also for deliverance from hell. Then, he may pray for his religious 
and worldly prosperity and good for whatever he wishes. 

It is makruh(unbecoming) to greet one who is reciting the talbiyah, but if he himself offers 
salaam while reciting the talbiyah then a response may be given.. 

The hanafi ulama (Scholars) hold that it is fard(compulsory) to recite the talbiyah once. To 
recite more times is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad it J^>), such a 

sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad pUj*J*&J**) that to neglect it is regarded as bad. 


SECTION III 




INTENTION TO PERFORM FAREWELL PILGRIMAGE PROCLAIMED 

(ill ii! o-dbi (j U-\ s\j\ dii JjJsj sjjl ^(4 & 

oljj) 


2553. Sayyiduna Jabir -up in narrated that when Allah's Messenger UpiiijL* 
intended to perform Hajj (pilgrimage), he inform.. d the people through a 
proclamation. So they gathered together. When he arrived at al-Bayda'. He' assumed 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 3 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad in had assumed the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) already at Dhul riudayfah after offering two raka'at optional salah (prayer) for the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) At Bayda he called the labayk once again and this is what assuming the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) there implies. By calling the labayk, he demonstrated that he was a 
muhrim (one who was in ihram (pilgrim-robe)). 


TALBIYAH OF THE POLYTHEISTS 





1 Sayyiduna Khuzaymah 

2 Al-Ann, Imam (leader) Shafi i«A^-j 2-157. 

3 Muslim 147-1218, (Not found in Bukhari) 
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s. < J jje> J I Jufe ^ < J jij v^JlLS La J 4SLL43 uLU V], J3 ^LiJ 4l31 


oljj) — 1 “ (j 

2554. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas -up-ii^j narrated that the polytheists used to call (the 
talbiyah). "labayk, you have no partner..." Allah's Messenger (JL .j Up i& JL* would 
remark, 'woe to you! Enough said (and say not) 'except a partner you have and 
whom you own, but he partner) owns not." They would call thus and 
circumambulate the House (Ka'balt). 1 

COMMENTARY: The polytheists also used to perform Hajj (pilgrimage), umrah iawaf and 
so on. They also sanctified the ka'bah, but their talbiyah was conditional as stated in the 
hadith (tradition). The prophet Muhammad jJL.jUfrAJLj would advice them to stop before 
the additional words, but the polytheists were deficient of understanding and did not 
follow guidance. They did not desist from speaking the additional words. Their stupidity 
was evident when they conceded that the idols were Allah's Possessions, but also said that 
they were His partners. How could something owned be a partner of its owner? 


CHAPTER - III 

THE NARRATIVE OF THE FAREWELL PILGRIMAGE 13 

{HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE )AT ULWIDA') ' 


Wida (^bj) means to bid farewell. The Hajj (pilgrimage )at ul wida' is the Hajj (pilgrimage) of 
the Prophet Muhammad in 10 AH after pilgrimage was prescribed. The Prophet 

Muhammad taught the commands of Hajj (pilgrimage) during this pilgrimage 

and bade farewell to his shabah -up Jh He informed them of his departure from this 
world. He made them witnesses that he had discharged his responsibilities as messenger 
and conveyed the commands of Shari'ah and imposed them. 

The first hadith (tradition) of this chapter is of Sayyiduna Jabir -up-iiti^j. It is lengthy and the 
most comprehensive of the ahadith (tradition). One hundred and fifty juristic rulings are 
derived from it. Rather, if anyone studies it in greater depth, he might derive more rulings. 

SECTION I jyiij-aii 

A COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF THE FAREWELL PILGRIMAGE 


JjJis prU. jLzj4dZ 4JJI aJJI (jj-ZJ 5>£U3I U-&I <J 

Jj-iJ Jl clii .jU J & x&j *u_il Zltete \1 Sj\ 151 Jj> 4i-s 

3jJI <lJI u-j uJlS" JA-Ztj 3UI ^Ul 


1 Muslim # 22-1185. 
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JjU. jll V dilil i tiii liiplj I 4 I 1 .Jjl u£jdJ CJJ V 

&Aj J 2 J.I ULi jaiii ^ c-di UisI iSijsJj^di i-d Hi Vi 

>»UL£JI 6*%^ ^ifclj^l,^lis j>S lj Ijsi ^~kj 

ji M'Jii s^jJJ-I^i itf ■& jii l^diiji ji ggs^JJi 4 td di 45‘S -^ 1 

all I ^I^u^8iJ^liLlill^iljlllill65^ UllUi3l ji v U3l(S-?rjl 

V}a!l}V (Jlaj ojj!5j 3JJI JLa.j.9 Xligl I o.. ^.11 ^glj 6** 4il& ^/9 LL^LIJL^^iiJIlj^LjjIjIil 

J^i^i jA klLJi 1)1 V|^X V£ jJ J4il d? diijlSJ id Vili-J dll • 

(JjLi gjJ^Sl (Jjj J!j oI6“ l!>Vj I J6 6*a c> && o£ ^ J»^ oJLi.j ol_)-^-Vl^oJ-*J oJL^c- 

6 ^ 6 *® l-i£ 6 ^ 6 **® Sj_J-ol| (_jl Li«X»« 2 »lil, Ii^l U^ 3 ? (3 »£. ;.^.>l 

6 a didlil 41 Jj jU® tc£j>\h\j Sjjdl j^J Sjjd I c|!jiS J^l’siJ^ I5i Ji Hill 

j 65"69 fcjJb km {jr £1 J>S*L» ^ < j l£ (i«S-® S^-o-C- (JjLgll (j£| J>J Cj i? JCLil Ls <J^\ 

( 3 ^* <i-ii 3 jJ 6 <£jl£i9 s3)Ij3\ 1 jut HaUJ,i aiji jjji 4 > ji^® c-ii u 6 §i-°-£- 

Juf JoV Ji V (joj-a Hi 4» 6 *^l cJiio jllj LSj^Vl jjSl^lj XijL&l jl-Zj jdc^Jjl 

JtlHld^ij-a^^JiliUiJ Jill H^J^dll J^^lll^l£(>^l65 

6a &iJI tfi*J| ii-Ui jll j^Ul ($$£\ ££* vJjU jl® CJUjJLj 4 j jjfcf Uj 6*1 

_<iu jLzj *d£ £ii 1 j^» 6 ^- 11 & 6 Ij Cj ^1 
J 33 ^ (ill 6 ^ ^ 6 *i dll 6^11 Vi 1 .jjm j jd^ 6 ^' Jtl 

>^dj J4^1i I 4 J ,3^9 ^J-ij a^ ^ll 6^11 c-^ 6 ? 1 iji*tl ^a 3i 

0 ^ <4*^ 6 *lj 6 *•• **! 1 6 ^ C^Sv>a 6 ^ 6 V fl l lj ?-Li>»3lj *4 jl^*-^Ij 

c^j 4 dJ^m^lHlv ^ 1 ^ dl 4 jl*S Vj jLj a^djl J^dll 

S6?Ij ij il ^iili JLf.il <ij£ 6 6** a^dli j^» alll JJ-iJ j 4-tl i^dl 4 H" 

>X>i (j^i 6^' < -^9 ^'il' 6^? Jtl ^ eJo .69 & ii^sl U6S1 c£dbl eJ.615| 65U 

^ 62 §<^ J^^Tili 6^d44'd*> ji"^4'1* 
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gl (jjl ^ ♦ j l.q jjLiLtol^.1 f'Uj J pg*i>J jS «|jLs i£Jg- jklLtolj-1 

13^ Lit^ C^$ P*^\ Py&y& gijJufe *l3»»ja S jJw ^,3 g LiLsOj A *a ^ f g 

dUI ^ « j LaL (j-A g&jL^I jS.^jl9 p-LiiJl jj £JJI IjJjLs <d^ pj^ojJi £ils v_ Al^^li J^C- £>? 

tlA*® sJj U kjjjbj-5^ IjLil J>Sj^ jA (Jsloyi V ^ ? j l ^P-^lj <Lil 4_i^_) J>-tU>»- »ilj 

lA U j^SAs iA^Jh JlsJ ( -|JJ-*-^L> o^J-3£j u&j^ gS^lic (>|5 j ijjji j\c tsg<«® i>*«^-Uj 

jiilU .1 jiilj^jjt 1 

Jl^iI j^UI (Jj. I^lSojJ pU^JI (jj, L^»9_/5 ^^ 4 "*'^' (JlS.9 ox^j O^jjI y C,- -tg 

ji &£ u&& g^s gljg^di j*»^(ST jig«ill g*®^ili ji g& ji oi> y:& J 4 I 1 

gx/E.“ji>ig 4 jAj gg^ g*^g < *t j ^ gj, p tj lA 3 ^ g»>%s <■—isggi gi 4 **aa 

LjSjlj(_Ag^l yltgii.^Aj^lSggfl-aJ| y*5g®’gyLaijlgg_)4_>J-9 Alkali 

I 

iiii U-^ 4 ? pj .jjLfri 3 ^ ji jL piiguy ^*-^i i^j g-^® gi gs 

> ^1 gt (JLa. £lj*a 2 jl y£j J-S A-aUjj ^ _. j liL (J^a. g*^! g* 3 ® ?Al» g^L 

W® 3 vijT gJ p*j& iJLglsf jjs. il| 1 j g _>5 jll «jXj j oJ!ij oicil ll.s,i 1 JxiiiLljs ij^i 

#J# ^ £ i Ji^jSi gs^i dJi 5 ji^kl gu? AT c^ii^ 6^ JJI3I Jsij ^ih\ 

( 4 ^ si^o^. o^* , ^‘ g® j|g ? *‘~A sg-o^-i gi gj^s3i g^ 

ific gis-l JbJ oJ^J 4jj4 t 23l4-5 , J J>5 (^A 3 ? C^5 gj t-§AaLI 

>£.^;l4s g Aj^aii ajjj g^o-^g-^i gg ^ojg J 4S”g^i jj\c ug^a 
gcgtigijgi ^.Igj g^sojgi ji^Ailtl gLij^&ig^A^'gj^g^-^g J-jUig^u^^^r'i 


g^ g^dJi j.ixii| ^pi ^jll >gii Ji! ^gij yA ^ 1 ^ 

gjw^o aljj) — k^A y_^-i.9 igj Sogjjlla j*5^a g.Sy Ly 


2555. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah narrated that Allah's Messenger yjUp-at ju> had 
been in Madinah for nine years (after coming here) but had not performed Hajj 
(pilgrimage). Then in 10AH, he had it proclaimed that he intended to perform the 
Hajj (pilgrimage) that year. A very large number of people arrived in Madinah and 
all of them accompanied him. (They departed five days before the end of the month 
of Dhul Qa'dah between zuhr and asr) When they came to Dhul Hulayfah, 
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Sayyidah Asma bint Umays gave birth to Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr 

she required from Allah's Messenger fjL.j-ulpia what she ought to do (assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) or not)? He sent instruction that she should have a bath for the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe), bandage her private parts with a piece of cloth and assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe). After that, Allah's Messenger offered the salah 

(prayer) in the mosque and after he mounted (his camel) al-Qaswa and it stood erect 
with him on its back at al-Bayda (when he reached it), he declared Allah's unity in a 
loud voice and recited the talbiyah. 'Here am I, O Allah. Here am I. Here am I. You 
have no partner. Here am I. All praise and blessings are yours, and the dominion. 
You have no partner. 

Sayyiduna Jabir continued to say that their intention was merely to perform 

Hajj (pilgrimage). They had not umrah in mind. When they came with him to the 
House, he touched the rank (comer, making istilam of the Black stone and kissed 
it). He made seven rounds, ramal (or running) in three and walking in four. Then he 
came to the station of Ibrahim and recited. 

6-2 




{Take the station of Ibrahim as your place of worship) (2:25) 

Then he offered the salah (prayer), two raka'at, keeping the station between him 
and the house. 

According to a version; he recited in the two raka'at (&> ji) (al Ikhlas, 112) and (uiuji 
5jji£ii) (al-Kafirun,-109). Then he returned to the rukn and made the istilam of it. 
Then he went out of the gate to as-Safa. As he approached as-Safa, he recited: 

<ajj| s % *y£\ % Lal3l ^" j l. 


{Surely As-Safa and al-Marwa are among the landmarks of Allah) (2:158) 

And he said, "I begin from the very safa mentioned in this verse by Allah first (and 
then He mentioned al-Marwa, So I too ascend the Safa first and will go up Marwah 
afterwards). So he claimed as Safa till he could see the House. He faced the qiblah 
and declared Allah's unity, proclaimed His greatness and said. 


y±\ ili.J VjsJ $ JSjij iiil &$ iMiil H V >ii.j 5lJl YjaJi V 


C olD JkCj 


{None is worthy of worship besides Allah. He is one and has no partner. To Him 
belongs the kingdom and for Him is all praise and He is over all things powerful. 
There is no God but Allah, Alone, He has fulfilled His promise, helped His servant 
and routed the confederates by Himself) 

He then made supplication between that, repeating the like of it three times. Then 
he descended and walked towards al-Marwa till his feet touched the bottom of the 
valley, he ran. Again, as he approached the ascent, he walked till he was at al- 
Marwa. Here, he did what he had done at as-Safa. When he was at al-Marwa for the 
last time, he called out while he was on it and the people below him. He said, "If I 
had realized earlier what I realize not, I would not have brought the animals of 
sacrifice from Madinah but made it an umrah. Thus if any of you have no sacrificial 
animal, he may relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and regard it as an ummah.' 
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Suraqah ibn Maalik ibn Ju'shum arose and asked, 'O Messenger of Allah JLo 

(JL.does it apply to the current year only, or is it for ever?" He intertwined his 
. fingers of both hands and said twice, "The umrah is part of Hajj (pilgrimage).. No, 
but for ever and ever." 

And Sayyiduna Ali came from yemen with the Prophet Muhammad's <&' JUo 

sacrificial animals. He asked him what intention he had formed when he has 
assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). He said that he had 
resolved, 'O Allah, I assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) with the same intention as the 
intention formed by your Messenger on assuming it/ 

He said, "Indeed, I have with me the sacrificial animals, so do not relinquish the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe)." 

Jabir continued that the number of animals brought by Sayyiduna Ali 

** from Yemen and those that the Prophet had brought added up to one hundred. 

Then all the people relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and shaved (or clipped) 
their hair, but not the Prophet Muhammad iiii and those who had the 

sacrificial animals with them. The, when it was the day of tarwiyah (8 th of Dhul 
Hijjah, all people set out for Mina and (those who had put off the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe )) assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage). The Prophet 
Muhammad } id* *»i ^ rode and offered there the salaft (prayer) of zuhr, asr, 
maghrib isha and fajr. Then, the Prophet Muhammad waited some time 

till the sun rose before giving an order for tent of hair to be pitched up for him at 
Namirah (in Arafah). 

Then he set out (from Mina to Arafat). The Quraysh were certain that he would half 
at the holy place (Mash'ar al-Haram in Muzdalifah) as they had been doing during 
the Jahiliyah (for the Hajj (pilgrimage)). But, he went ahead till he came to Arafat 
He found his tent pitched for him at Namirah. He dismounted there and (stayed 
there and) when the sun began to decline, he called for (his she camel) al-Qaswa. It 
was saddled for him and (sitting on it,) he went down into the valley (Namirah) 
where he delivered sermon to the people. He said: 

{O People! You lives, your properties and your honour be as sacred to each other of 
you as this your sacred day as this your sacred month and as this your sacred month 
and as this your sacred town. Known will that everything pertaining to the days of 
ignorance is trampled under my feet. (I proclaim their end and annulment) 

This day, retaliation for all murders committed then is cancelled. The foremost of 
all (is the killing of a member of my own family) that I remit is the son of Rabi'ah 
ibn Harith (ibn Abdul Muttalib) who was suclded among the Banu Sa'd. He was 
killed by Hudhayl. 

This day, all gums of interest of pre-Islamic days are written off. The first of our 
interest that I waive is that of (my uncle) Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib. All of it is 
written off. 

O people! Fear Allah in respect of the rights of your women, for, you have taken 
them as a trust of Allah in your hands. To derive satisfaction from them has been 
made legitimate for you by His command. Your claim on them is that they do not 
permit into your house anyone you do not like to come, and to sit in your place and 
on your bed. If they over do that, beat them but not severely. Their claim on you is 
that you are responsible to provide them food and clothing in a proper way. 
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I leave behind (for your guidance) something that if you abide by it and stick to it, 
you shall never go astray. It is the Book of Allah - the quran 
(On the day or resurrection,) you will be asked concerning me. What will you say?} 
(The valley resounded with their reply) They said, "We testify that you have 
conveyed to us the message and fulfilled (the mission). You have guided us." 

On that, he raised his forefinger towards the sky and pointed it to the people and 
said thrice, 'O Allah (I beseech you) be you witness to it!" 

Thereafter, Sayyiduna Bilal j called t he adhan and then the iqamah. The 

Prophet Muhammad led the salah (prayer) of ztihr. Again Sayyiduna 

Bilal called the iqamah and the Prophet Muhammad led the salah 

(prayer) of asr. He offered no salah (prayer) between the two (neither 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad nor optional). 

Then, the Prophet Muhammad ,*L.j u* k mounted (his camel) and came to the 
mawquf (or place of standing in Arafat). He made his she camel al-Qaswa turn is 
back to the rock. He had the Habl ul Mashat in front of him. He faced the qiblah 
and remained standing till sunset ( tnaghrib) till the yellowness had faded somewhat 
and the sun disc was gone. He took Usamah (on the animal) behind him and 
advanced rapidly till he was at Muzdalifah and, here, he offered the salah (prayer) 
of tnaghrib and isha with a single adhan and two iqamahs. Between the two ( salah 
(prayer) s), he did not glorify Allah (or recite any tasbih at all). Then he rested till 
dawn. He offered the salah (prayer) of fajr when the light of dawn was apparent to 
him, only one adhan and iqamah was called for that. 

Then, he mounted al-Qaswa (and rode) till he came to al-Mash'arul Haram, he faced 
the qiblah, prayed to Allah, extolled Him, declared His unity and oneness (meaning 
(ii*j(i aIi• i) and (AluJ^p’ioJij'jjii’jiiAJi'S)) and did. not cease to stand till the morning was very 
bright. Then, before sunrise, he rode quickly having taken Fadl ibn Abbas 
behind him. He came to the valley of Muhassir. He urged the camel a little and took 
the middle path that leads to al-jamraf ul kubra. He came to the jamrah that is 
beside the tree. He threw at it seven pebbles. Saying Allahu Akbar at the throw of 
each pebble. Which was like a grain of bean. He cast them from the bottom of (the 
valley) Muhassir. 

Then he went to the place of sacrifice (in Mina). He sacrificed sixty three camels 
with his own hands. Then, he let Sayyiduna Ali sacrifice the rest. He shared 

with him in the sacrificial animals. Then, the prophet Muhammad jAJpiii ju> had a 
piece of meat from every camel that was sacrificed cooked in a cauldron and he and 
Sayyiduna Ali A&k ^j ate some of the meat and drank some of the broth. After that, 
he preceded to the House on his camel. He offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr at 
Makkah. After the salah (prayer), He went to the Banu Abd al-Muttalib who were 
drawing water at zam zam (and giving it to the people to drink). He said (to them), 
"Draw water, O Banu Abd al-Muttalib. If there was not the likelihood of people 
forcibly taking away from you the right to draw water, I would have drawn water 
alongwith you." They drew out a pitcher from zamzam and offered it to the Prophet 
Muhammad f L* J A < }*kjL* who drank from it. 1 


1 Muslim # 147-1218. 


600 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAAB1H 


Vol.2 


COMMENTARY: As to the number of people accompanying the prophet Muhammad 

during the farewell pilgrimage, they are said to be between ninety thousand and one 
hundred and thirty thousand, or more. 

Sayyiduna Asma bint Umays was married first to Sayyiduna Ja'far ibn Abu Talib 

a* After his death, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr a* m ^ married her, and after his death, 
Sayyiduna Ali as-M^j married her. 

When the Prophet Muhammad set out for the farewell pilgrimage, she was the 

wife of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr. (Sayyiduna) Muhammad ibn Abu BAkr a^aa^j was 

born to her. 

The Prophet Muhammad's ^aJs-^J^> instruction to her to bathe herself is evidence that it 
is masnun for a women experiencing lochia to have a bath for the ihram (pilgrim-robe). This 
bath is for cleanliness and not to obtain purity. This is why a lochial woman is not asked to 
make tayammum. The same ruling applies to a menstruating women. Moreover, the 
Prophet Muhammad's pJL<j in directions to her to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe), 
meaning, 'to form the intention and to call the labayk, is evidence that the assuming of 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) by a woman experiencing post child birth bleeding is correct. The 
ulama (Scholars) are unanimous on this ruling. 

The prophet Muhammad offered the two raka'at for ihram (pilgrim-robe) in the 

mosque of Dhul Hulayfah. If there is a mosque in the . place of miqat, then it is better to 
offer the two raka'at in the mosque though if any one offers it anywhere else then too there 
is no harm, but this salah (prayer) should not be offered at a time that is 
makruh(unbecoming) for salah (prayer). The ulama (Scholars) hold that the fard(compulsory) 
salah (prayer) stands for the salah (prayer) of ihram (pilgrim-robe) as it stands for the tahiyat ul 
masjid, if their times coincide. 

During the jahiliyah, people used to think of umrah in the months of Hajj (pilgrimage) as 
sinful. So, the Prophet Muhammad (Jl-jaUp^i JLp by his action rejected their contention and 
the doubts of the sahabah (Prophet's companions) were also set at rest. This issue 

will be discussed later. 

They came to the House of Allah from the elevated site thaniyah ul ulya. There they did 
not offer the tahiyatul masjid because the tahiyatul masjid of BaytAUah is the tawaf. 

In the tawaf, they observed ramal three times and used their normal pace in four circuits. 
There are seven circuits of the tawaf Each circuit begins at the black stone, and ends at it. 
Each circuit or round is called (J»>J») (shawt) in the terminology of Shari'ah. 

In the first three rounds of tawaf, ramal is observed. The shoulders are jerked and the 
swaggering gait of a wrestler is adopted, walking rapidly with feet place in short steps. The 
remaining four rounds are completed in the normal manner at a regular pace. 

The reason why ramal is observed is that when the prophet Muhammad ,*JL->a.J*& ju came 
to Makkah to make the redeeming umrah, the idolaters of Makkah said that the fever of 
Madinah had weakened them. Thus, the Prophet Muhammad (►L.jaJ*^ ju instructed the 
Muslims to walk in this manner -ramal and display their strength and vigour. Though that 
time has gone and the reason is no more valid yet the command is still operative. 

This hadaith does not mention (^Uaj»i) (idtiba). But, it is masnun while observing the tawaf 
Other ahadith (tradition) speaks of it. 

Idtiba is to put a sheet of cloth over oneself in a way that one side of it goes from under the 
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right shoulder from the right armpit round over the left shoulder. It leaves the right 
shoulder bare. This command was of the same nature as of ramal to demonstrate strength 
and alertness. It stands operative even today. 

The station of Ibrahim was where Prophet Ibrahim stood. It is a stone on which he 

stood to build the Ka'bah. The imprint of his feet remains to date an this stone. 

Some people say that maqam Ibrahim (station of Ibrahim) is a stone. When Prophet 
Ibrahim f'A-JUjip came to meet his son Prophet Isma'il in Makkah,he alighted from 

the camel on this stone. And, when he departed, he stood on it to mount the camel. The 
imprint of both his feet transferred on the stone. 

This stone is now preserved in a casing in front of the ka'bah . The Prophet Muhammad 

completed tawaf and offered two raka'at salah (prayer) behind this maqam Ibrahim. It 
is better to offer the two raka'at salah (prayer) here, but it is allowed anywhere in the haram 
within the sacred mosque or outside it. Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah holds that it is 
wajib (obligatory) after every tawaf but Imam (leader) Shafi'I k <w»-j contends that it is 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^j^kj^). 

The hadith (tradition) says that the Prophet Muhammad jLo recited (j*-\k y>js) (al- 

Ikhlas) and (oj^^Ji^bJ*) (al-Kafirun) in the two raka'at. In its literal sense, it implies that a 
succeeding surah (al-Ikhlas) was recited before a preceding surah (al-kafirun). The ulama 
(Scholars) say that it is not so but the hadith (tradition) only says that the Prophet 
Muhammad recited these two surahs. Teebi said that (u^i-isi jaJs) declares 

Allah's unity while (oj^u^jbji) condemns polytheism. So, tawheed (or Allah's unity) is a 
great declaration and significant, so is mentioned first. 

Moreover, some version are explicit that they mention (ojA&'qAJj) first and (j^toj*ji) next. 
The Prophet Muhammad jLo observed Sa'I between as Safa and al Marwa in the 

mannr that from al-Safa to al-Marwa was one time and again to as-Safa the second time. 
The seven times were counted in this manner. Sa'I began at as-Safa and ended at al-Marwa. 
Sa'I is wajib (obligatory) Its origin lies in Sayyiduna Ismail being a child and his mother 

Sayyidah Hajrah began her search for water. When she was on the slope or declivity, 

the lost sight of him, so she went from as-Safa to al-Marwa to climb them and look at him. 
This sa'I- is her sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad pJUj k JU). The Prophet 

Muhammad (d-<j«A kept it alive. Since the declivity is now filled over the years with 

sand, it cannot be distinguished but for the sign posts erected between which the pilgrims 
run to keep alive the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad k JL?) of Sayyidah 

Hajrah 

When the Prophet Muhammad was in Makkah and had performed the umrah, 

he instructed his sahabah (Prophet's companions) k who had not brought a 
sacrificial animal with them that they should relinquish their ihram (pilgrim-robe). The ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) should be considered as the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of umrah 
and when the days of Hajj (pilgrimage) arrived, they should assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
of Hajj (pilgrimage) again and perform Hajj (pilgrimage). Those who had taken the sacrificial 
animal along should not relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe) but retain it till after Hajj 
(pilgrimage). The Prophet Muhammad pL*j*J*kjue remained in ihram (pilgrim-robe) because 
he had the sacrificial animal with him. The sahabah (Prophet's companions) found 
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it difficult in the sense that they had relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) but the Prophet 
Muhammad pJSaJLp had retained it so that they were not emulating him with which 
situation they could not compromise. Secondly, they saw that only five days remained for 
the day of Arafah. So, it was not reasonable that they should put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
and enjoy their women during these days and on the day of Arafah they should assume the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) promptly and go to Arafah and perform Hajj (pilgrimage). They wished 
to retain the ihram (pilgrim-robe) even for those five days and follow the Prophet 
Muhammad's ^j ^ JL* example and refrain from their natural tendencies towards 
women. They also had fresh in their minds the practice of the jihiliyah when it was 
considered bad to perform umrah in the months of Hajj (pilgrimage). They did not like that 
they should go through a complete from of umrah at that time. They wished that the 
Prophet Muhammad in should not command them to put off the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe). This enraged the Prophet Muhammad He explained to them that he 

could not do anything in a religious matter and Allah's command will have to be obeyed, 
like it or not. He said, "If I had known that you would have had to abandon emulating me 
against your will then I, too, would not have it have brought an animal of sacrifice. And, I 
too would have come out of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and converted Hajj (pilgrimage) (ihram 
(pilgrim-robe)) into umrah. I did not know that Allah would give this command." 

Imam (leader) Nawawi said: the ulama (Scholars) disagree on this conversion of 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) from Hajj (pilgrimage) to umrah whether it was only for those sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) or it is a perpetual command. Imam (leader) Ahmad and 

some of the ahluz-Zahir hold that this conversion was not only for those sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) but it is a perpetual command. Hence, if anyone assumes 

the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) but does not have the hadi with him, then it is 
allowed to him to convert the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) into umrah and after 
performing the rites of umrah, he may relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah Imam (leader) Maalik and Imam (leader) Shafi'I 

and most of the ulama (Scholars), predecessors and their successors, hold that this 
command was valid only that year for those sahabah (Prophet's companions) for, 

it was considered then that it was forbidden to perform umrah in the months of Hajj 
(pilgrimage). This misconception had to be rejected (and corrected, so it was done). 

Further, Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah and Imam (leader) Ahmad derive from 

this hadith (tradition) the ruling that if anyone assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of umrah 
and does not take along the hadi, then, after performing umrah, he may relinquish the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe). If he takes the hadi along with him, then he must not put off the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) till, on the day of sacrifice, his hadi is slaughtered. 

However, Imam (leader) Shafi j and Imam (leader) Maalik hold that it is allowed 
to put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) after performing umrah whether the pilgrim has the hadi 
with him or not. 

Mashar ul Haram is a mountain in Muzdalifah. In the pre-Islamic days, the Quraysh did 
not observe the wuquf (standing) for Hajj (pilgrimage) in Arafat, but they stood in 
Muzdalifah. They said that and mawquf hims, meaning the place of standing for the 
quraysh and the dwellers for the Haram was Muzdalifah. All the other Arabs would 
observe the . standing in the Arafat. Since the Prophet Muhammad j a^ M was a 
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Quraysh, the Quraysh presumed that he would observe the wuquf in muzdalifah, but he 
did not do so. Rather, he went straight to Arafat, and delivered the sermon in the valley of 
Namirah. He delivered two sermons. In the first, he mentioned the commands of Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and urged that much dhikr and supplication must dhikr and supplication must 
be made at Arafat. The second was relatively smaller and was made up only of 
supplication. 

The account of the bloodshed of the son of Rabi'ah ibn Harith is that Harith was the 
paternal uncle of the Prophet Muhammad <*JL- and son of Abdul Muttalib. He had a 
son Rabi'ah. Rabi'ah had a infant son, Iyas. According was handed over to Banu Sa'd for 
suckling. Those days, there existed hostility between Banu Sa'd and the Hudhayl (tribe). 
Iyas was among Banu Sa'd. During the hostilities, someone from the Hudayl struck Iyas 
with a stone and he died because of it. Iyas was the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad's 
(JLjaJpJji uncle, so the Prophet Muhammad JL* had a right to seek retaliation. 

However, he forgave the bloodshed. 

Sayyiduna Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib was the Prophet Muhammad's (JL. ju* 

paternal uncle. He was engaged in the business of lending money against interest and had 
a huge amount of interest receivables from the people. The Prophet Muhammad 
wrote off all the interest receivables. 

The salah (prayer) of zuhr was held that day. Then at its heels, salah (prayer) of asr was 
offered. These two salah (prayer) s were sort of combined. It is called jama taqdeem 
(combining by advancing). Both these salah (prayer) are offered together at Arafat at the 
time of zuhr. The four fard(compulsory), of zuhr are offered and then the second iqamah is 
called by the mu'adhdhin and the salah (prayer) of asr is offered. No sunnah(Practice of Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (jL.jUpia or nafl salah (prayer) etc is offered in-between the two lest 
the combination becomes invalid because of a time lag between the two because it is wajib 
(obligatory) of offer them in quick succession, one upon the other. 

The Prophet Muhammad proceeded quickly to Mazdalifah. It is between Mina 

and Arafat. The Hanafis regard it as a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 
j»JL.j) to stop in Muzdalifah on the night of the 10 th . The Shafi is and Hambalis consider it a 
wajib (obligatory). 

The hadith (tradition) says that at Muzdalifah, the prophet Muhammad offered 

the salah (prayer) of maghrib and isha for which one adhan and two iqamahs were called in 
the same way as he had combined zuhr and asr at Arafat. Imam (leader) Shafi'I Imam 
(leader) Maalik i'w j and Imam (leader) Ahmad Ma^j rule accordingly. But, Imam (leader) 
Abu -an-uj-j Hanifah rules that both these salah (prayer)s are offered at Muzdalifah with one 
adhan and one iqamah because the salah (prayer) of isha is offered at its proper time and it 
only involves an excess salah (prayer). At Arafat, the salah (prayer) of asr was advanced 
ahead of its time into the time of zuhr. Sahih Muslim has this version from Ibn Umar 
and Tirmidhi too has narrated it (Muslim # 1288, Tirmidhi # 888,Abu Dawud # 1932,) 

As stated earlier. Mash'aril Haram is a mountain in Arafat. The wuquf (as standing) there 
on the tenth is wajib (obligatory) in the view of Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah, but a rukn, 
or part of Hajj (pilgrimage) in the sight of Imam (leader) Shafi'I 

Muhassir is a valley between Muzdalifah and Mina. It is said that the ashab ul feel (the 
people of the elephant, Abraha's men who had attacked Makkah) were punished here 
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when Allah's Messenger came from Muzdalifah, he hastened his beast at this 

place and passed through it very quickly. It was his habit that he hastened through a place 
on his route where any people has been punished. 

Some authorities contend that the Christians and the Arab idolaters used to observe the 
standing in the valley of Muhassir during the pilgrimage. So, the prophet Muhammad 
pLt jaJlp hastened through it to make it clear that their action had no sanction. 

In any case, it is incumbent on every pilgrim to emulate the prophet Muhammad 
and hurry through the valley of Muhassir. 

The Prophet Muhammad took a route different from the one he had taken while 

going down. This return route took him to jamrat ul kubra or jamrat ul aqabah. The route 
that he had taken to Arafat and Muzdalifah was called Tariq Dabb while this return route 
that led to Mina for rami jamrah was called Tariq Maazmam. Dabb and Maazmam are two 
mountains. 

Jamrah is a pillar. There are many such in Mina. Pebbles are cast at them. Insha Allah, we 
shall speak about them shortly. 

The Prophet Muhammad had shared his sacrificial animals with Sayyiduna Ali 

in the sense that he had given him some of his camels so that he might sacrifice 
them on his own account. He may have given him those camels from the remainder of his 
stock or he may have had him given from the other camels. The Prophet Muhammad 
eating the meat of his sacrifice and drinking its both with Sayyiduna Ali 
establishes that it is mustahab (desirable) to consume from one's own sacrifice. 

Then the Prophet Muhammad went to the Ka'bah and made its tawaf. This tawaf 

is called tawaf ifadah or tawaf rukn. It is a rukn (or part) of Hajj (pilgrimage). With this tawaf, 
the last action of Hajj (pilgrimage) is done and Hajj (pilgrimage) is accomplished. While it is 
better to perform this tawaf on the day of sacrifice, yet it is allowed to make it later. 

He offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr in Makkah according to this hadith (tradition). 
However, the hadith (tradition) (# 2652) of Ibn Umar a^^j*j is that he offered zuhr in Mina. 
Now, we might presume that he had, indeed, offered the zuhr in Makkah but Sayyiduna 
Ibn Umar A^iii^j might have supposed, on seeing him offer the optional salah (prayer) in 
Mina, that he had offered the zuhr. Or, since the two tradition differ, both stand rejected 
and, sins it is better to offer salah (prayer) in Makkah, we shall prefer to say that he offered 
the zuhr in Makkah. (Allah knows best.) 


KINDS OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 
i i ^ 4 ^ ^ i ^ ^ 14 dJ il 6^j < Y 0 > 

sJXXj jj&T iry> jlij JjJo jtll Xijs liSjJ Ula pf JaI Cr* 


\ JX 9 Vj Ajsl ll kXX jXL i.9 (^- (JjSl J 
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CA 1*^ Jr*- s j^J^\ ijjjsij (J^lj ja-tiifj 

J e-4^L Hj4^iL IjL&f 6|jJI uiU^I cJll t yg t X U*- ^ < &£ U^\ N £ )f 

Lq*>L9 8, 9 Ijjl Uil q t*J^ 1 J>>j s • j l Ju»3 IsljJa i jiSLla JSj Lo&ll 


(4JkC(5^°)— IjL^ljliljJa IjiUa 

2556. Sayyidah Ayshah 4 * «fi# ^ narrated that they set out with the Prophet 
Muhammad JU at the farewell pilgrimage. Some of them called aloud the 

talbiyah for an umrah and others for a Hajj (pilgrimage) (or Hajj (pilgrimage) and 
umrah, and had assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) accordingly). At Makkah, Allah's 
Messenger (*JL<j Up k instructed those who has assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
for an umrah and had not brought sacrificial animals that they relinquish the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) (after performing the umrah with its rites). Those who had assumed 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for an umrah and had brought sacrificial animals should 
calls aloud the talbiyah for the Hajj (pilgrimage) together with the umrah (and 
become a Qarin and not relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe) till they had finished 
and performed both of them - or, according to a version. Not relinquish the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) till they had finished after sacrificing their animals. Those who had 
assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage) (whether they has brought 
the animals or not and whether they had combined umrah with Hajj (pilgrimage) or 
not). Were complete their Hajj (pilgrimage). 

Sayyidah Ayshah 4 *^ 1 ^ said that she was menstruating, so did not make the tawaf 
of the House or observe the sa'l between as Safa and al Marwah. She continued to 
menstruate till the day of Arafah. Since she had assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for 
umrah only, the'Prophet Muhammad instructed her to undo her hair and 

comb it. Then, she was to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) and 
forgo the umrah. (she was to redeem the umrah later.) She obeyed and performed the 
Hajj (pilgrimage) (when that was done,) the Prophet Muhammad ^ j Up i#i ju sent 
Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Bakr -up^^j along with her and instructed her to 
perform an umrah, to redeem the one she had forgone, from at Tamim. 

Sayyidah Ayshah t ^ k ^ said that those people who had assumed the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) for umrah, relinquished it after performing the tawaf of the H Ouse 
and the sa'l between as safa and al-Marwah. On returning from Mina, they 
performed the tawaf (again), but those who has assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
for both Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah performed only one tawaf. 1 
COMMENTARY: At-Tamim is about three miles away from Makkah to its north west. It is outside 
the limits of the Haram. The pilgrims go these to assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah. 

It is necessary that the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah should be assumed outside the limits 
of the Haram which is called the hill (J*-) and it is a condition too. The applies to both a 
resident of Makkah and an outsider. As for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for Hajj (pilgrimage), an 
outsider must assume it at the hill, meaning outside the limits of the Haram, but a resident 


1 Bukhari # 319, Muslim # 111-1211, Abu Dawud # 1781, Nasa'i # 2764, Musnad Ahmad 6-177. 
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of Makkah may assume it any where within the limits of the Haram. 

The hadith (tradition) implies that a qarin may perform only one tnwaf for both Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and umrah. Imam (leader) Shafi'I *»u**-j has ruled along these lines. Imam 
(leader) Abu Hanifah said that a qarin must perform two tawajs, one for umrah after 
entering Makkah and the second for Hajj (pilgrimage) after the wuquf of Arafat. It is clear 
from the hadith (tradition) that the Prophet Muhammad was a qarin. When he 

came to Makkah, he performed one tazvaf and the second, tazvaf ziyarah, he made after the 
wuquf at Arafat. 

Daraqutni has also transmitted one hadith (tradition) whose essence is also that the qarin 
should make two tawajs and two sa'is between as Safa and al-Marwah. 

The same things ascribed to Sayyiduna Ali j and Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 
They said that the qarin must make two tawajs and two sa'is. 


1 ,Lj £ 15 jpl 4 ^i£ 5 l 3 I j (Jls 4 (YooV) 


u^L^I jsXIj 6-41 s j -*^3(j 6-41.9 I«x5_5 < km (3 Lis 

5131 I Uls JLl 6* o-lDl 6*5 ^- j^. 3 <jl L> jlLaJ 

jj Cr*J 51*6?& V lils ^jl&I JLSmo ^ • jb(j-LU 6 Is <.SLs 

^l3 <J^13, JSj (Jla^J (-L&3 Li J C., j x3 Li lilalLS (_£Ju£ii jlS4 

§L5^l3-J^ I j A.Sja^Jk3 djLa oUaS <141 6i I j\4JJLZj (JSL| ^-5ui.S LjJufc 

4>*HI ii g^ft^tidl 14 ^3 L^sljJ^ Mj. 9 Usjf Jaj d>\pf\ IhU XX jj 

55 J-& l>va ^oS kl^A Jaj^. JLj L^l^Jal LaXl L) ollaS IXaII (jls 

5i31 J^»<131 Ia (JIa JmSj kia^A J-l 6-s JX JLj odiJ L villas fjp&j _4a3| 


(4JkP(3^°) — (j^LJI 6-5 

2557. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar ** it narrated that during the farewell 
pilgrimage, Allah's Messenger j *i* in took the benefit by assuming the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) for umrah first and after wards for Hajj (pilgrimage). He drove with 
him the hadi from Dhull Hulayfah. Thus, he first called the talbiyali for umrah and 
then for Hajj (pilgrimage). When he arrived at Makkah, he said to the people, "Those 
of you who have brought the sacrificial animals should nor make lawful of anything 
that is forbidden to them (because of the ihram (pligritn-robe) and not put it off). 
Those of you who have not brought the sacrificial animals should make the tazvaf of 
the House and (the rounds of) as Safa and al-Marwah, and clip or shave off their hair, 
and relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). Then, they must assume the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) and bring the sacrificial animals (and make the sacrifice). 
Those who cannot get the sacrificial animals should fast for three days during the 
Hajj (pilgrimage) and seven days on returning to t heir families. (The three should be 
observed before sacrifice, better on 7 th , 8 th and 9 th . The seven should be observed after 
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completing Hajj (pilgrimage) in makkah or on reaching home.) 

The Prophet Muhammad circumambulated the ka'bah when he came to 

Makah, kissed (or made istislam of) the Black stone and made ramal of three 
rounds and walked the other four (at normal pace). On finishing his tawaf of the 
house. He offered two raka'at salah (prayer) at the maqam (Ibrahim). Then he gave 
the sanitation (of the salah (prayer) to end it) and departed till he came to as-Safa 
and made the seven rounds of as-Safa and al-Marwah. Then, he did not regard 
anything that was forbidden to him (because of the ihram (pilgrim-robe)) as lawful 
till he had accomplished his Hajj (pilgrimage) and sacrificed his animals on the day 
of sacrifice, and made the tawaf ifadah of the House. Then everything was lawful to 
him what had become unlawful to him. And everyone who had brought sacrificial 
animals did as Allah's Messenger did. 1 

COMMENTARY: Though it seems from this hadith (tradition) that the Prophet 

Muhammad Up -fo performed Hajj (pilgrimage) tamatta, the correct thing is that he 
performed the qiran from. We might say that the word tamatta is used here in the sense of 
'to benefit.' This meaning is found in the qiran from too in that umrah is joined to it so it is 
beneficial' in the sense. 


UMRAH ALLOWED IN MONTHS OF HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 

BoJuto (J^ 4JJI (JU (JU (jjjllc. (jfl I CjZ’J (Yoga) 


a oljj) —(Jil, sl I ^ • jU jjj.1 (J^U.9 oJJJ£ 


255 8. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas 4 *^ 1 ^j narrated that Allah's Messenger ( jL.j* 9 lpii JL> said, 
"This umrah we have profited thereby. He who has no sacrificial animal with him 
(may relinquish his ihram (pilgrim-robe) completely and) may treat as lawful what 
the sacred state had denied him, for, indeed, the umrah may be performed in the 
months oi Hajj (pilgrimage) till the Last Hour." 2 
COMMENTARY: In this hadith (tradition), too, Tamatta' is used in the sense of 'to benefit/ 
This has been explained earlier. 

This chapter does not have Section II. 

SECTION III 

SAHABAH'S HESITATION TO ALTER NATURE OF IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 


5jJ! U1UI (JU sgA (3(JU dUc. (Yoo^) 


(_£j £j* 4Ju\J ^iJl (JU pUaC- (JU oJLi-J Lai Li. jS -ij 

cA^\ j (JU I(JU pLLac. (JU (J^- ^ t j l *L=LJ.I 

Lj\SjJ JJoa j Xs js- (JHa ULjLu (Jj, (^iaj ^ ’ j l Lj J^\ Vj, XsJ*- Ly UI2.9 

il jiil izujLj & ill Ja ^ji jsiy jt! Jl jflf (jl (Jli ^1 


1 Bukahri # 1691, Muslim # 174,1227, Abu Dawud # 1805, Nasa'i # 2732, Musnad Ahmad 2.139. 

2 Muslim # 203-1241, Nasa'i # 2815, Darimi # 1856, Musnad Ahmad 1-236. 
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U Ly* j] % ^ J &£■ \jj£ ( x $Jla V j)j 

(JUU<C5li«£(>4 ^CjSjjU j^ta. (Jl! tliJsIj UuLo-iJ (lii»*9 1jl>«i ($J^\ (J-^lCjJh? JcJ!il 

jubU A^lc i (j*& aUi (jj-ij ij juu jXij 44 ^ 4Ui ^lii <0 j^&T Ui (Jtl j>~> 
J\ lli l^utf4JJI 44U64jlil bJUjll Ul>Jjjij 


0*1—0 oljj) _jiS/ jll jiS/ 

2559. Sayyiduna Ata it4 **-j narrated that he, along with some people with him, heard 
Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah say, "We the sahabah of Muhammad Up&Jue 

(►L-j called aloud the talbiyah for Hajj (pilgrimage) only (having assumed the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) for only Hajj (pilgrimage))." 

Ata said further that Jabir j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad i» Ju> 

(J-ja-A* arrived (in Makkah) on the morning of the 4 th Dhul Hijjah and commanded 
them to relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). Ata i'-u*-., quoted him as saying, "Come 
out of the sacred state and have sexual intercourse with your wives." Ata it-u^j 
elaborated that he did not make it wajib (obligatory) but meant to say that it was 
lawful for them to go to their women. (The command to cede the ihrcm (pilgrim- 
robe) made it wajib (obligatory) but to have' intercourse was to make it clear that 
after ceding the ihram (pilgrim-robe) it become permissible.) 

(Ata remarked:) "We wondered that only five days remained between us and 
Arafat and he commands us to go to our wives, so we shall come to Arafat while our 
perises will be dripping with prostates fluid. 

And, he said that Jabir A^it^j gestured with his hand, moving it such that he still 
saw do it. (During the jahiliyah, it was considered very abominable to have sexual 
intercourse with wives on the eve of the days of Hajj (pilgrimage).) 

Jabir A^ii^j said that the Prophet Muhammad »i~>j Up it stood among them and 
said, "You know very well that I fear Allah more than you do, I am more truthful 
and pious than you are. Had I not brought the sacrificial animals with me, 1 too 
would have put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) as you do now. If I had known earlier 
about this state of mine what I have now know, I would not have brought the 
sacrificial animals (meaning, if I had realized that putting off the ihram ( pilgrit ^ 
robe) would tax you, I would not have brought the sacrificial animals with me and 
would have put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) as you do). So (do not hesitate biit) 
remove the ihram (pilgrim-robe)." Hence, they relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) 
(in the spirit of) hearing and obeying (see Quran, 2:2S5) 

Ata added that Jabir -upit^j continued tc narrated that Sayyiduna Ali 
arrived on an errand (having been sent as judge to Yemen and he came from there 
on some mission). He asked him, "What kind of ihram (pilgrim-robe) have you 
assumed?" He said, "The same as the Prophet Muhammad ,»JL >j Up it JL> had 
assumed." So, bring the sacrificial animals (and sacrifice on the day of sacrifice 
because it is wajib (obligatory) on the qarin) and retain the sacred state (of the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe), as I do)." 
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He said further that Sayyiduna Ali brought the sacrificial animals for him 

(meaning, for the Prophet Muhammad or for himself). And, Sayyiduna 

Suraqa ibn Maalik ibn Jush'um asked, "O Messenger of Allah, it is for this 

year of ours or for ever?" He said, "For always," 1 
COMMENTARY: As for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) some people had assumed it only for Hajj 
(pilgrimage) as Sayyiduna Jabir said in this hadith (tradition). But there were those 

too who has assumed it for only umrah and for umrah and Hajj (pilgrimage) combined as 
we read in the hadith (tradition) of Sayyidah Ayshsh previously. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S DISPLEASURE AT SAHABAH'S <u*i**j 

HESITATION 


Cjj£\ 41 ca/*AU Jl Jill j03! 4UI <di.il 4 JJI (JjJLj bdJddjs-T £j* cL,i£ . s ^ • j izJsk-jjLq 

Ji & vi-Li U oj? ilil U « .i-irs: ’.? 4i jSj ISU^L 




2560. Sayyida^jAyshah narrated that (during the Farewell pilgrimage) Allah's 

Messenger came to her (in Makkah) on the fourth or fifth of Dhul Hijjah 

in an angry mood. She asked, "Who has angered you O Messenger of Allah? May 
Allah consign him to hell!" He said, "Do you not know that I commanded the people 
(to suffice with umrah) but they hesitate? If I had known afore hand about my 
predicament as I now learn, I would never have brought the sacrificial animals with 
me. Rather, I would have relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) as the people have 
done and would have bought the sacrificial animals (here)." 2 


CHAPTER - IV 

ENTRY INTO MAKKAH & 

CIRCUMAMBULATING THE KA'BAH 


v ^ 9 

\jLJ Ij ' 


The literal meaning of (»_£•) (makk) is 'to ruin,' 'to destroy.' 

This blessed city is called 'Makkah' because it ruins and destroys sins and it destroys (in 
this world or the next) the person who is oppressive and evil, pursuing wrong ways. 

This chapter will direct those who come to Makkah how they may enter this sacred city 
and from which side, and how and from where they may depart from it, when may they 
arrive and what the manners and rules of admittance are. The nature and rules of tawafw ill 
be mentioned together with of those things associated with it, like kissing the Hajr Aswad 
or the Black Stone which is the istilam of it. 


1 Muslim # 141-1216, Nasa'i # 2805, Ibn Majah # 1980, Musnad Ahmad 4-175. 

2 Muslim # 130-1211. 
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SECTION I 




ENTRY INTO & EXIT FROM MAKKAH 
JJo ob J+S’CA 1 nXj I (Jb ft|U ^ 

4U1 ^ ♦ ji >^ju q ?v^4 Ljj obj Jr* j bjj Ijbfe XS^a 

I $ y S W 

(*Js l»^) ^liJiJti(_Ui^ ^ vJP >-Lij 

2561. Sayyiduna Nafi 4u«^j said that Sayyiduna Ibn Umar never came to 

Makkah without spending the night at Dhu Tuwa. In the morning, he would have a 
bath, offer salah (prayer) and enter Makkah by day when he departed from it, he 
went by the route of Dhu Tuwa where he spend the night till the morning. And, he 
used to say that the Prophet Muhammad did that. 1 

COMMENTARY: Dhu Tuwa is a place towards Tan'im within the limits of the Haram. The 
Prophet Muhammad used to rest here overnight. In the morning, he had a bath 

and offered salah (prayer) before going into the sacred city. The salah (prayer) that he offered 
was supererogatory salah (prayer) prior to entering Makkah. 

While returning, he again stopped here to permit all companions to join him with their luggage. 
Ibn Maalik said that it is established though this hadith (tradition) that it is mustahab 
(desirable) to enter Makkah during day time. The House of Allah will be seen clearly in the 
day and supplication may be made. 

6* U&I Lgii.3 it* Ji ,1s. 13 jiij & liii J* ‘Jji dJ lilifc dtj (Tl ™ ) 


(*ulc( j^ <ia ) — a . * 1 

2562. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that on coming to Makkah, the Prophet 

Muhammad (jUjUc-ai jl* entered through its heights. And, when he departed, he 
went through its lowlands. 2 

COMMENTARY: Dhu Tuwa is in the elevated portion of Makkah. The famous graveyard 
of Makkah al-Mala is on this side. The other side of the city is the lower portion. 


Exi 


fi 


Lowland 


MAKKAH 


n 

M'ala Height Entry 

Dhu Tuwa 


To Madinah 


This does not contradict the previous hadith (tradition). When he departed from the lower 
portion of Makkah and came to the road leading to Madinah he touched Dhu Tuwa. He 
stayed there overnight and set out for Madinah in the morning. 


1 Bukhari # 1773, Muslim # 226-1259, Abu Dawud # 1865, Nasa'i # 2862, Darimi # 1927, Muwatta 
Maalik #20 (Ha;;). 

2 Bukhari # 1755, Muslim # 224-1258, Tirmidhi # 854, Abu Dawud # 1869, Nasa'i # 2865, Ibn Majah # 
2940, Musnad Ahmad 6-40. 
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TAWAF ONLY IN A STATE OF PURITY 



^ '• J&9 I (Jla. JJj Sj-ic- i-JUa JLjLoJj ^LS1 (jH fi 


2563. Sayyiduna Urwah ibn Zubayr said that the Prophet Muhammad j^L. j aJ* ii jl<> 
performed Hajj (pilgrimage). Sayyidah Ayshah told him that when the 

Prophet Muhammad jl* came to Makkah, the first things he did was to 

make ablution. Then he circumambulated the House, but there was no umrah. 

The Sayyiduna Abu Bakr performed Hajj (pilgrimage) and the first things he 

did was to circumambulate the House, but there was no umrah. 

Then Sayyiduna Umar **4 ^j and after him Sayyiduna Uthman did like that. 1 
COMMENTARY: Before observing the tawaf, the Prophet Muhammad ( *l. j a ? u..&ijl> made a 
fresh ablution though he was already in a state of ablution. He has had a bath at Dhu Tuwa 
as we learnt from an earlier hadith (tradition) (# 2561) which clearly included ablution. 

The Tawaf can only be proper with purity. The ulama (Scholars) say that it is a condition for 
making tawaf to first obtain purity. However, the hanafis say that it is not a condition but it 
is wajib (obligatory) to obtain purity before making tawaf 
We learn from the previous ahadith (tradition) that the Prophet Muhammad 
and the sahabah (Prophet's companions) performed umrah on arriving in Makkah. 

Those who had the sacrificial animals with them retained their ihram (pilgrim-robe), but 
those who had it not relinquish their ihram (pilgrim-robe). Hence this hadith (tradition), 
when it says 'but there was no umrah.' Means that the Prophet Muhammad pJL>j<u*iiajLp did 
not alter the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) into umrah, and did not relinquish the. 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) but remained in the sacred state of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) because he 
was a qarin. He put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) finally on the day of sacrifice. The narrator 
included these words to reject those people who presume that the Prophet Muhammad 
infringed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of Hajj (pilgrimage) and performed umrah. 

These words could also imply that all these people did nc i perform another umrah after 
Hajj (pilgrimage) but let it suffice with the umrah that was combined with Hajj (pilgrimage). 


RAMAL 


>LxjbIjl. 9i ffA* 4JJI• &<_\U 

(<ac<5*^) -Sjjiij Hill iilssji 


2564. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar a*^^ narrated that when Allah's Messenger 
circumambulated (the Ka'bah) for Hajj (pilgrimage) or umrah (when he arrived), he 
first walked rapidly (at near-running pace) in the first three rounds (which is normal). 
The next four he walked (at normal pace). Then he offered two raka'at salah (prayer) 
and after that made sa'I (the rounds) between as-Safa and al-Marwah. 2 


1 Bukhari # 1614, Muslim # 190-1235. 

2 Bukhari # 1616, Muslim # 231-1261, Abu Dawud # 1893, Nasa'i # 2941, Musnad Ahmad 2-125. 
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COMMENTARY: One rounds of the Ka'bah is called a shawt (n»y>). Seven circuits make up 


a tawaf. The Prophet Muhammad Jut walked rapidly in the first three rounds 

without running or jumping. The remaining four he walked. 

SAT IS WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) - BETWEEN AS SAFA & AL-MARWAH 


ttjjf Jjj i Hi j-J-i Ji >Lj 4* dji Ja jbi jj-Sj Jaj jiS iitj < r “‘ l4 > 


. Ij j) 1 o ^jvj oLiS I a ^ l 0 

2565. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that Allah's Messenger aJp -a« JU made ramal 
(walked briskly) in the (first) three rounds from the (Black) stone to (Black) stone 
and he walked at normal pace in the (remaining) four. At as-Safa and al-Marwah, he 
run in the batn nasil when (makilg the Sa'i) 1 

COMMENTARY: The hanafis regard SaT as Wajib (obligatory) while the ShafTis say that it 
is a rukn (part, essential). 

Batn Masil (rain water passage, bottom of the valley) is marked between as Safa and al- 
Marwah by two green pillars. It is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad in 

the sight of all ulama (Scholars) to run between these pillars. 


« 


KISSING THE HAJR ASWAD 


—° o\jj) -UsJI 

2566. Sayyiduna Jabir said that when Allah's Messenger came to 

Makkah, he approached the (Black) Stone, made its istilaam (kissed or touched it) 
and moving to his right, made ramal in three circuits and walked normally in four. 2 


o! jj) 

2567. Sayyiduna Az-Zubayr ibn Arabi **&,£*>j narrated that a man asked Sayyiduna 
Ibn Umar about the istilam of the stone. He said, "I saw Allah's Messenger 

jJL.jaJpAJLj touch it and kiss it." 3 


ISTILAM OF RUKN YAMANI 

-gfi UJl cjc£^\ Vi^Jl U 1 j\ JJ jlS c£5 (Y °' VA) 


2568. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that he had seen Allah's Messenger 

make istilam of only the two Yamani comers of the House (they are to the 
Yamani side). 4 

COMMENTARY: The- Ka'bah has four comers. The Black stone is pitched in one. The other 


1 Bukhari # 1644, Muslim # 230-1261, Tirmidhi # 856, Muwatta Maalik # 108 ( Hajj ) Darimi # 1841, 
Musnad Ahmad 2-40. 

2 Muslim # 232-1261, Tirmidhi # 857, Nasa'i # 2939, Darimi # 1840. 

3 Bukhari # 1611, Tirmidhi # 862, Nasa'i # 2946. 

4 Bukhari # 1609, Muslim # 247-1269, Tirmidhi # 859, Musnad Ahmad 2-114. 
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opposite to it is truly the Yamani comer. Both these are called the Yamani rukn. Of the other 
two, one is Rukn Iraqi and the other Rukn Shaami. Both, however, are called Rukn Shaami. 
The comer with the Blacvk stone is excellent twice over. First, it is made by prophet 
Ibrahim Secondly, it has the Black Stone. The rukn Yamani has only one excellence. 

It is that Prophet Ibrahim had built it. In short, both these comers are more excellent 

than the two comers rukn Shaami and rukn Iraqi. Istilam is therefore, associated with only 
these two comers. 

Istilam means 'to touch' with the hands or a kiss, or both. When this word is used with the 
Black stone, it implies kissing it. With the rukn Yamani, it stands for only touching it. 

Since the rukn aswad (comer with Black stone) is better than rukn Yamani, it is kissed 
either by touching it with the hands or any other thing by gestures towards it and a 
symbolic kiss. The Yamini comer is only touched, not kissed. The remaining two comers 
are neither kissed nor touched. 

Thus, the ruling is that no stone, apart from the Hajr Aswad and the Yamani comer, is 
kissed or touched. 


CIRCUITS OF KA'BAH RIDING A CAMEL 



** £ ^ 

2569. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that during the Farewell Pilgrimage, 

AllahXMessenger j u* &\ JL* made the tawaf (of the House) on a camel. He 
touched the rukn (comer) with a mihjan (crooked stick). 1 
COMMENTARY: The hanafis hold that it is wajib (obligatory) to perform the tawaf on foot. 
So, they explain that the Prophet Muhammad JLo had some reason to do it on a 

camel. This tawaf is exclusive with him and no one else is permitted to do it. 

Teebi that though it is better to make the tawaf on foot, the Prophet Muhammad 
(JL-jUt rode a camel to allow everyone to see him. 

However, a question arises that it is confirmed through ahadith (tradition) that while 
making tawaf during the farewell pilgrimage, the Prophet Muhammad *4* *&> had 
observed ramal in the first three rounds. Clearly, he could not have done that on a camel. 
The fact is that those ahadith (tradition) refer to his tawaf Qudoom (when he had come to 
Makkah for the pilgrimage) while the tawaf made on camel back was tawaf ifadah which 
was fard(compulsory) and is performed on the day of sacrifice (the tenth). It is also called 
tawaf ur rukn. His aim was that the people might see him and learn the motions and rules. 
Mihjan is a stick with an etched edge. The stick was pointed towards the Hajr Aswad and 
given a light kiss. 


METHOD OF ISTILAM OF HAJR ASWAD 



(e?jU-uJI o\jj) -jlSj oJj (j 

2570. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that rounds of the House on a camel. 


1 Bukhari # 1607, Muslim # 223-1272, Abu Dawud # 1877, Nasa'i # 2954, Ibn Majah # 2948. 
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Every time he came to the comer, he pointed to it with something in his hand and 
called the takbir (Allahu Akbar). 1 

COMMENTARY: Both hands are placed on the Black Stone and both lips are brought to it. 
Because there were very many people and a crowd around the Black Stone, the Prophet 
Muhammad L* pointed towards it and blew a kiss at it, 


tfji i S s-gSlj Jpk & iili jiii Jpj djj jlS Jjilili 4 6 H (T0V ' } 

(oj o oljj) — 0-7^5^* Cy^r^i 


2571. Sayyiduna Abu at-Tufayl narrated that he saw Allah's Messenger JL> 

fJL.j'uip make the tawaf of the House. He made istilam of the rukn with a mihjan that 
he had and then kissed it. 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad Up iiiijup sometimes kissed the Black Stone 
directly, but when there was a crowd around he touched it with something and kissed that 
or he blew a kiss at the Black Stone from afar. This happened in a single tawaf in its 
different rounds or from tawaf to tawaf depending on circumstances and the situation. 


MENSTRUATING WOMEN NEED MAKE NO TAWAF OR SHAT 


dAjz i!f uil Mi Vi jfe v>Lj & dii ^1)1 i4jl di(I Ufisc£j < Yi0VY ) 

1 cJU j jU (Jtl djl (jli.9 


2572. Sayyidah Ayshah i** & narrated that they set out with the Prophet 
Muhammad (*JU 3 Up k JL> mentioning nothing but Hajj (pilgrimage), (some people 
interpret it to mean that their objective was to perform Hajj (pilgrimage) not umrah. 
So not mentioning umrah does not necessitate that they had not formed an 
intention to perform umrah alongwith it). When they were at Sarif, she began to 
menstruate. The Prophet Muhammad ju» went to her to find her weeping. 

He asked, "It seems that you have your menses?" She said, "Yes." He said, "That is 
what Allah has decreed for the daughters of Aadam p’&Ji Up. So, do what the 
pilgrims do but do not circumambulate the House (and do not make SaT which is 
proper only after circumambulation) till you are purified of your menses and have 
had a bath)." 3 

COMMENTARY: Sarif is a place about six miles from Makkah, three or four miles to the 
south of Tanim on the route to Shaam. By a rare coincidence, here also lies the grave of the 
mother of believers, Sayyidah Maymunan to ^j and, indeed, it was here that she was 
married to the Prophet Muhammad JL.jUp-ii Ju> and here their marriage was consummated. 
The words of Sayyidah Ayshah i^pa^j that they mentioned nothing but Hajj (pilgrimage) 
seem to contradict her words in hadith (tradition) # 2556. She said there that the people 


1 Bukhari # 1612, Tirmidhi # 866, Nasa'i # 2952, Darimi # 1845. 

2 Muslim # 257-1275, Ibn Majah # 2949. 

3 Bukhari # 294, Muslim # 120.1211, Abu Dwud # 1782, Nasa'i # 2741, Ibn Majah # 2963, Darimi # 
1846, Muwatta Maalik # 224 (Hajj). 
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performed the different forms of Hajj (pilgrimage)-, ifrad, tamatta and qiran. Hence, here she 
meant to say that their true objective was to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). The three forms of 
Hajj (pilgrimage) fall under the objective to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). She had opted for 
tamatta but when she had her menses the Prophet Muhammad instructed her to 

give up the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah and retain that of Hajj (pilgrimage) and perform 
deeds of Hajj (pilgrimage). 

IDOLATERS DISALLOWED TO PERFORM TAWAF 


Jd IgtejLzj As ill l ^ l i oj$\ aLL\ 4-^ 3$ fete ^ 0 vr ^ 

C-iJ L Ja$ te VVl ysrtfjl 4 


2573. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah A*k^j narrated that on the day of sacrifice during 
the Hajj (pilgrimage) that preceded the Farewell pilgrimage and over which the 
Prophet had made him the amir, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr ks. k ^ sent him (Abu 
Hurayrah) u*k along with some others with instructions to proclaim among the 
masses, "know! After this year no idolater (and polytheist) may perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and no one may make the tawaf of the House naked." 1 
COMMENTARY: As stated earlier, Hajj (pilgrimage) was made fard(compulsory) towards the 
close of 9AH. The Prophet Muhammad ,JL-j U* k was occupied in various religious 

affairs, so did not proceed himself. He sent Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Aick^j as amir of the 
pilgrims. This was one year before the farewell Pilgrimage. 

As the amir, Abu Bakr A&k^j made the proclamation through Abu Hurayrah A&k^j and 
some others. Only Muslims would benefit from this great honour. His proclamation was 
made in the light of this verse of the Quran: 


ILsfl 

{The associators are indeed filthy so let them not come near the sacred Mosque after 
this year of theirs.} (9:28) 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Ait-k^j also instructed them to proclaim that no one should 
make the tawaf while he is a naked form. During the jahiliyah, people used to undress 
and circumambulate the House on the plea that they could not go round Allah's 
House that is a mighty worship in their unseemly clothing in which they had 
committed sin day and night. 

Islam put an end to this obnoxious practice. 



SECTION II 

MY HAND BE RAISED WHEN MAKING SUPPLICATION ON SEEING THE KA'BAH 

£jbi b* ^&a igit (sa ,^4.311 3* u. jil JjjjSi A <TSV1} 

* C i 5? 

(jjl oljj) — dZSc ! 4^ 


1 Bukhari # 369, Muslim # 435-1347, Abu Dawud # 1946, (Also Bu khari # 1622, 3177, 4363, 4655, 
4656,4657.) 



616 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


2574. Sayyiduna Al-Muhajir Al-Makki said that Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah 
was asked about the man who sees the House and raises his hands. He said, 
"Indeed, we did perform Hajj (pilgrimage) with the Prophet Muhammad 
but we never did so." 1 

COMMENTARY: When a visitor to Makkah enters the sacred mosque and his eyes fall on 
the Ka'bah and he makes a supplication, his prayer is answered. Hence, he must pray to 
Allah for whatever he wishes. 

The hadith (tradition) says that he must not raise his hands to make supplication. Imam 
(leader) Abu Hanifah Imam (leader) ShafiT and Imam (leader) Maalik 
have ruled in accordance with the hadith (tradition) the hands should not be raised when 
making supplication. Imam (leader) Ahmad -w*-j, however, holds that one must raise 
hands when making supplication on seeing the Ka'bah (Teebi) 

Mulla Ali Qari, however, says that Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah and Imam 

(leader) ShafiT have ruled like Imam (leader) Ahmad that hands may be raised. 
Again, the same Mulla Ali Qari ia has termed it, in his book 'Manasik'. To be 
makruh(unbecoming). Some ulama (Scholars) hold that it is allowed. The Hidayah and 
Durr Mukhtar affirm that hands should hot be raised. 


LOOKING AT THE KA'BAH DURING SAT AND SUPPLICATING WITH HANDS 

RAISED 

jljjtl x£i Jill jLj4* &l J-&*iil jj-SJ Jil JlS Dl cAj (yovo} 

J f --tU I j I * 2 o Llg]1 (J I JSd L l3Ua Jjj 


2575. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

came (for the pilgrimage) and entered Makkah, he came to the (black) Stone and 
kissed it. Then he made the tawaf of the House. Then, he came to as-Safa and 
climbed it till he could look at the House and he raised his h ands and began to 
make zikr (remembrance of Allah) as much as he wished and made supplication. 2 
COMMENTARY: When the pilgrim is as-Safa while observing Sa'I, and stand. Then he 
must call Allahu Akbar and recite the Kalimah and invoke blessings on Allah's Messenger 
(►L-jUfrl Then, he must raise his hands and make supplication. 

Some people raise their hands with takbir (Allahu Akbar) as in salah (prayer). They must 
know that it is not sanctioned in Shari'ah. It is not legal and not masnun. 

RESEMBLANCE IN SALAH (PRAYER) & TAWAF 


jijf viytiii ji* J> $jLj in J* ^Jbi ^isg. cA\ c yov ^) 
J ^Ldllj (jfljrgJl o\JJ - Vi Vi Jsi 

lA 1 (J* fjisj it&U*. 


1 Tirmidhi # 856, Abu Dawud # 1870, Nasa'i # 1946. 

2 Muslim # 84-1780, Abu Dawud # 1872. 
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2576. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The tawaf round the House is like salah (prayer) except that you converse while 
performing it. He who converses must do so with a good word/' 1 

COMMENTARY: Salah (prayer) and tawaf are alike in the great reward associated with them. 
Speech, however, is the nullifier of salah (prayer) but not of tawaf Whatever attracts the 
command of speech like eating and drinking does not nullify tawaf but nullifies salah (prayer). 
There are other differences too in salah (prayer) one faces the qiblah but not in tawaf. Salah 
(prayer) is offered at appointed time, not tawaf 

Purity is a condition for both. However, salah (prayer) is more excellent then tawaf Their 
resemblance lies in their reward and singular sanctity. 

ORIGIN OF THE BLACK STONE 


6 i Life iif jij SpVl Jii| jhj &iill Jiill Ji-ij Jls Jtl Oij < Yow > 

' ""* v 1 * ' L 1 Jub JLJil Stjj —*> Jf ^' Lj t ^^ is 5 


2577. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The Hajr Aswad came down from paradise. It was whiter than milk, but the sins of 
the children of Aadam blackened it." 2 

COMMENTARY: It is something to ponder. If man's sins can have this effect on a stone, 
what could they be doing to the hearts on mankind? We seek refuge in Allah! 


TESTIMONY OF THE BLACK STONE ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 



(Y OVA) 


3-?-La Ltflj CS«ljj) 


2578. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger said 

about the (Black) Stone, "By Allah! Surely, Allah will raise it on the day of 
resurrection. It will have eyes with which it shall see and a tongue with which it shall 
speak and give testimony for those who had touched it (and kissed it) truthfully." 3 
COMMENTARY: The testimony will be in favour of anyone who had made the istilam of 
the Black Stone sincerely. 

This hadith (tradition) means what it Says. Allah will give sight and speech to all inanimate 
things. He is Omnipotent and can do it just as He gives these things to a creature of blood 
and flesh. 


BLACK STONE & MAQAM IBRAHIM RUBIES OF PARADISE 

(JJ-ij y5\ Qe-j 

Ls V UajJJ jiJ U*jp 4iJI jLsU Ox s.♦ jsb 


oijj) — 1 Ut^lj 


1 Tirmidhi # 961, Nasa'i # 2972, Darimi # 1847, Musnad Ahmad 5-377. 

2 Tirmidhi # 878, Musnad Ahmad 1-307. 

3 Tirmidhi # 963, Ibn Majah # 2944, Darimi # 1839. 
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2579. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say, "Surely the Rukn (the Black Stone) and the Maqam (Station of Ibrahim) are 
two rubies from the rubies of paradise. Allah has blotted out their light. If He had not 
done so, they would have illuminated whatever is between the east and the west." 1 

EXCELLENCE OF ISTILAAM & OF TAWAF 








Jill 

^ '• oLoLld IELjtiaidJ, l y'j l. 


«ljj) 

2580. Sayyiduna Ubayd ibn Umayr &***-,> narrated that Sayyid^an Ibn Umar 
used to precede (the people) at the two comers in a way he had not observed any of 
the sahabah (Prophet's companions) of Allah's Messenger do. 

Also, he used to say. "If I do that, it is because I had heard Allah's Messenger & 

,JL-jU* say, 'Touching them is an expiation of sins." And, I had heard him say, "If 
anyone makes tawaf of this House (for a week or) seven times, 2 mindful of it (by 
observing its details), it is tantamount to setting free a slave." And, I heard him say, 
'No one places a foot on the ground or raises the other but Allah removes a sin from 
him because of that and records a pious deed because of that." 3 
COMMENTARY: He stepped ahead to make istilam of the two corners even when 
there was a crowd but without inconveniencing anyone. So, it is not but sinful if 
anyone pushes people to make it to these corners. If there is a rush, he must do it by 
making a gesture from afar. 

There are three possible explanations for 'makes tawaf... seven times. 

(i) He makes the seven rounds of one tawaf. 

(ii) He makes seven tawaf 

(iii) He makes tawaf for seven days (which is a week). 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S SUPPLICATION BETWEEN TWO RUKN 




(jjtajjl o\jj) —_;li3l \SsJ a! 




2581. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Sa'ib said that he heard Allah's Messenger JLs 

(►L.jAjlfria pray between the two comers (Black Stone and Yamani comer): 


4.1 Ji \Sj Siii iJ*J\ 41 SSiS. tlllt 4 l$f I2j> 


{Our Lord, grant us what is good in this world and what is good in the hereafter and 


1 Tirmidhi # 879, Musnad Ahmad # 7017. 

2 The Arabic urdu could be translated 'a week/ 

3 Tirmidhi # 961, Nasa'i # 2919, Musnad Ahmad # 5706. 
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save us from the chastisement of the Fire.} 1 (2:201) 

COMMAND TO OBSERVE SA'I 


4 Ul 5 L5* &} 154} M dii.5 li § l_^ f\ dJ Is i£L \zAi On> 

•X>)j A=3l>» fjjilj Hill jiijLj sie sill J* 4)1 JJJ.J gjUi jf 


1 TZjZ* £| oljj —SJJI ^" j la 1JjLil (J^i$ Sj^i Jjj£l ojD~2 


JiSil 


2582. Sayyidah Safiyah bint Shaybah said that she was informed by the 

daughter of Abu Tujrah that she went to the house of Abu Husayn in the company 
of some women of the Quraysh that they might observe Allah's Messengers 
perform SaT between as-Safa and al-Marwah. She saw him ran and his lower 
wrapper moved round because of the effort he put in it. She heard him say, "Run 
(in Sa'i) because Allah has prescribed SaT for you." 2 
COMMENTARY: Sa l is to make seven rounds between as-Safa and al-Marwah, the two 
mountains. It is main part of Hajj (pilgrimage). The mountains are no more. Over the years 
they have shrinked and now only their position can be identified with a few symbolic steps 
to lead up. The two are separate, by a distance of about one and a half furlong. 

As stated earlier, SaT is reminiscent of the running of Sayyidah Hajrah and her 

restlessness for her infant, Sayyiduna Ismail for whom she searched for water. She 


ran between the maintains. The Allah created zamzam. 

Before Islam, the idolater Arabs had erected idols one each on the two mountains. The one 
at as Safa was called Isaf and the one at al-Marwah was Na'ilah. As-Safa was next to the 
Mount Abu Qays. SaT is initiated from there. The path between as-Safa and al-Marwah is 
called Masa. It is to the cast of the Ka'bah. It used to lie outside the sacred mosque. Now it is 
made part of it. 

Imam (leader) Sha'fi regards SaT as fard(compulsory). So, if anyone does not make SAT 

then his Hajj (pilgrimage) becomes invalid and void. But, Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah 
regards SaT as wajib (obligatory), so if anyone does not do it then he will have to have to 
atone with durum, meaning that he will have to slaughter a ram, or something as a wajib 
(obligatory). His Hajj (pilgrimage) does not become batil (invalid). 


£UI (J-^> 4il! Jj-ij kA-ilj Jll jUi- c& cA 

-ill! I sJZqUjj .idl viy I Vi 5 JJS Vj IX^il jUi) I 


2583. Sayyiduna Qudamah ibn Abdullah ibn Ammar *^-k <s u> ) narrated that he did see 
Allah's Messenger observe the SaT between as Safa and al-Marwah on a 

camel without there being any striking (the camel), driving people away, or 
shouting 'Give way, give way.' 3 


1 Abu Dawud # 1892, Musnad Ahmd 3-411. 

2 Daraqutni in Kitab Hajj # 87 in chapter Mawaqit, Baghawi Sharh Sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 

Muhammad JLo) # 858, Musnad Ahmad 2-114. 

3 Sharh us Sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad (*A-< jtJ&kj*?) 
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COMMENTARY: We saw in the previous ahadith (tradition) that the Prophet Muhammad 
made Sa'I on foot. This one on camel is an exception, made to teach the ummah 
that it may be done if there is a reason for it. Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah has ruled 
that it is zvnjib (obligatory) to make Sa'I on foot unless there is an excuse and if anyone uses a 
conveyance without an excuse then it will be wajib (obligatory) on him to atone with a 
dumm (slaughtering an animal). 

The Prophet Muhammad ,jL.j up did not do as rulers are prone to do with naughty 

motives to degrade their subjects. 


TAWAF WITH IDTIBA 



1 j o-> 1 aj 1 lj 1 o b j) 

2584. Sayyiduna YaTa ibn Umayyah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

circumambulated the house observing idtiba with a green mantle. 1 
(Idtiba is to pass the upper wrapper of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) from below the right 
arm pit and have both or one of its ends over the left shoulder). 

IDTIBA IS A SUNNAH IN TAWAF 


ljlsj.1 cja ijj^l jLj J* Sj-tt >±i ^ cAj (Y6A0} 


2585. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger (JUjUp&Jl* and 

his sahabah (Prophet's companions) made an umrah from Ji'ranah (a place 

between Makkah and Ta'if). In the first three circuits,-they observed ramal. They 
drew their upper wrapper from under their (left( armpits and placed the ends over 
their left shoulders. 2 

COMMENTARY: Idtiba is a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^jUpiiijUe) in the 
entire tawaf while ramal is observe in the first two or three circuits of the tawaf. Idtiba is 
mustahab (desirable) only In tawaf, not otherwise. There is no sanction for observing the 
idtiba immediately on assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe). In fact, if observe while offering 
salah (prayer), then it is makruh(unbecoming). 

SECTION III d.natj*a& 

SIGNIFICANCE OF ISTILAM 


jdi glij j cj&j* 1 ^ OroAV-YOAD 

1 -i.ulj f^|b (Jb I441 (jfs _l£jJI 4JJI c-dij 

£131 (J-** I jJJJ cL*3l j Jdi AiSjp U Jtlj 0 Jb j£l 

2586. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j said, "We did not give up the istilam of these two 


1 Tirmidhi # 860, Abu Dawud # 1883, Ibn Majah # 2954, Musnad Ahmad 4-223. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1884, Musnad Ahmad # 1-306. 
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corners, the yamani and the (Black) stone, neither in a rush nor in ease, ever since I 
saw Allah's Messenger ^JL> make their istilam." 1 

2587. Sayyiduna Nafi' said (in another version) that he saw Ibn Umar 
make istilam of the stone with his hand and then he kissed his hand. And he said, 
"I have not given it up ever since I saw Allah's Messenger jJL. ju do it." 2 

IN CASE OF EXCUSE TAWAF MAY BE MADE ON CONVEYANCE 


jj 6-2 J & 1JM* 2^1 Ji o>J.S w oJ l! 0AA ) 

V>1=& ub^ y4 J! sijt jjiiS iiiisIgtf oJij oslljl 


2588. Sayyiduna Umm Salamah ks-Sa^p^ said that (during the performance of Hajj 
(pilgrimage), being disabled) she complained to Allah's Messenger that 

she was unwell. He instructed her to make the tawaf behind the people while she 
rode a beast. She did that. Allah's Messenger was offering salah (prayer) by the 
House. He recited: 


(Surah at-Tur 52) 3 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad pUj&Jk may have recited surah at-Tur in 
one rakah and some other in the second, or he may have completed surah at Tur in parts in 
two raka'at. 

It is permitted to make the tawaf on a conveyance, if there is a handicap. But, if there is no 
reason then it is wajib (obligatory) to make the tawaf on foot. 

UMAR'S REMARKS WHILE KISSING THE STONE 


Vj [a viJLjl JtlcV (^} J**’ jls j (J} U*~J ^ ^ 


(■^^(3^10) U £13 1 J^> gdJ IJ j^Lj odlj V 


2589. Sayyiduna Aabis ibn Rabi'ahj said that he saw Sayyiduna Umar 
kiss the stone and say., "I know for sure that you are a stone. You can neither benefit 
nor hurt. Had I not seen Allah's Messenger kiss you, I would never have 

kissed you." 4 


COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Umar aimed to nip in the bud any misconception in 

the minds of the neo. Muslims that the Black Stone could be worshipped. The only 
advantage was t hat reward could be excepted from Allah. 


1 Bukhari # 1606, Muslim # 245-1268, Nasa'i # 2952, Darimi #1838. 

2 Muslim # 246.1268, Abu Dawud # 1876. 

3 Bukhari # 1633, Muslim # 258-1276, Abu Dawud # 18C2, Ibn Majah # 2961, Nasa'i # 2926, Muwatta 
Maalik # 123 (Hajj). 

4 Bukhari # 1597, Muslim # 251-1270, Abu Pawud # 1773, Tirmidhi # 861, Nasa'i # 2937, Ibn Majah # 
2943,Muwatta Maalik # 115 (Hajj) Musnad Ahmad 1-54. 
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PRAYER AT RUKN YAMANI & THE ANGELS AAMEEN 


QUdl ^% Jj liii Ja igbi («' •) 

5>yi j| iiii idiii 4 Ujl I3j> (still 4 jii 6*9 

-ii.u ill <1j j -c&l Ij3 ll jtlll 4 -lie Uaj 


2590. Sayyiduna Abu Hurahrah <*ky>j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
(Jl.ja.1p said (about the Yamani comer). "Seventy angels have been given charge over 
it, meaning the Yamani corner. If anyone prays (here): 


isiil: 


ij*3\ 4 l fcii Idij! 4 (^(12 j ij*% will 4 4i|U3ii jiili iiiiif 41 J 4 l>T 


jLJI olJc 


{O Allah, I pray to you for pardon and security in this world and the next, our Lord, 
grant us what is good in t his world and what is good in the next and preserve us 
from the punishment in hell} 
then they (the angels) say, 'Aameen!" 1 

COMMENTARY: Given this excellence of the Yamani comer, the excellence of the hajr 
aswad will be more than it. Perhaps, this excellence might be exclusive to the rukn Yamani 
and that of the hajr aswad might be more but of another kind. 

There is no contradiction in this hadith (tradition) and hadith (tradition) # 2581 which says 
that the Prophet Muhammad ^^kj-e made this prayer between the two comers. Clearly, 
he made the prayer between Rukn Yamani and hajr aswad and he could not have paused 
there. It is not proper to stop walking while making the tazvaf Those people who do so to 
make supplication do much wrong. (The prayer in both ahadith (tradition) is identical.) 


TASBIH, TAHIL, ETC DURING TAWAF 

Jussis jLj&lhl 

i_sLL> Cy°j <d i^) L‘. L a 


(4a. U (y. I e Ijj) s uiI 

2591. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -u *ky>j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad &JI 0 
(*i~>j4J* said that if anyone performs the rounds of the House seven times not talking 
but saying only. 

» C 

*i3LYi 

{Allah is without blemish; All praise belongs to Allah and there is no god but Allah; 
And, Allah is the Greatest; There is no might and power save with Allah.} 
then ten evil deeds are erased from him, ten pious deeds are recorded for him and 
he is elevated by ten degrees. 

If he who makes the rounds speaks while performing tawaf, then he walks in the 




1 Ibn Majah # 2957. 
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pool of mercy with his two feet like one who walks in a pool of water. 1 
COMMENTARY: The second portion of the hadith (tradition) is actually a repetition of the 
first portion. The speech is the same tasbih takbir, tahlil, etc with the same words of 
glorifying, praising, extolling, and declaring unity of, Allah. The repetition is made to 
emphasise the reward of uttering these words while making tawaf. These are two kinds of 
rewards. The ulama (Scholars) also say that the second portion refers to other petitions, 
supplication etc. as taught by mashaykhs and others. 

CHAPTER - V 

AL-WUQUF THE STANDING AT ARAFAH 


'Arafah' (a/) is the name of a specific place. It is also used in the sense of time in that the 
ninth of Dhul Hijjah is called the day of Arafah. 

As for the plural form of Arafat (oii^p), it is used only for this particular place. The plural 
form is inclusive of the adjoining and neighbouring territories. 

Arafat is about twenty five Kilometres away from Makkah. It is a large valley or plain 
surrounded on three sides by mountains. The Jabal (mountain) Ar-Rahmah is in the centre 
to its northern side. 

Many reasons are suggested for the name 'Arafat/ 

(i) It is said that Sayyiduna Aadam ftLJiUp and Sayyidah Hawa who were 

sent down to earth met one another again at this place. This recognition (<-3 >j) 
came to be known as Arafah; and the place got its name Arafat. 

(ii) When Sayyiduna Jibril f'iLJ' Up taught, hare, Sayyiduna Ibrahim f%JiUp the 
method of performing Hajj (pilgrimage), he asked: (ci^p) (have you learnt?) 
Prophet Ibrahim f**~JiUp answer (ciy) (I know). Finally, their repetition of the 
word gave this place the name (*i j*) (Arafah). 

There are other opinions too. 

The wuquf at Arafat, which is the pilgrims arrival at Arafah on the ninth Dhul Hijjah, is a 
great essential part of his fulfillment of Hajj (pilgrimage). The pilgrimage is not accomplish 
without it. Of the two essentials of Hajj (pilgrimage), the tawaf ifadah and wuquf Arafat, the 
standing at Arafat is the greatest part of Hajj (pilgrimage). If this is omitted, then the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) will be invalid. 

SECTION I 

TAKBIR & TALBIYAH ON DAY OF ARAFAH 


oils'4.9 j£" Crt ^ C-X3,lja (j4 (j£j| til 

J-&4 Us da <£& &I gj-45 fa jJi Uu4> v 5 J jJ&u jlIt 


(3*^) -jidcJ.- 




2592. Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr al-Thaqafi narrated that he asked 
Sayyiduna Anas ibn Maalik while they travelled in the morning from Mina 


Ubid (Ibn Majah# 2957). 
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to Arafah, "How did you people behave on this day when you were with Allah's 
Messenger?" He said, "He of us who called the talbiyah would not be forbidden 
and he of us who called the takbir would not be forbidden." 1 
COMMENTARY: Teebi said that though the pilgrims are permitted to call the takbir 
on the day of Arafah, it is not sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^ Rather, 
it is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad for them to call the talbiyah on 

this day till they have observed the rami of jamrah aqabah. 

Also, it is wajib (obligatory) for all whether a pilgrim or not to call the takbir after every 
fard(compulsory) salah (prayer) during the days of tashriq, from the morning of the day of 
Arafah (9 th Dhul HIjjah) to the asr of the thirteenth. 


SACRIFICE IN MINA & WUQUF IN ARAFAT & MUZDALIFAH 


41jj^U o> jiy & iijl Ja sill jpj ctj (mr > 

— a 0 1jj) -oaIgK 


2593. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jaJp said, "I 

have made the sacrifice at this place. And, Mina all of it is a plaice of sacrifice. 
Hence, sacrifice where you are lodged. I have made wuquf (the standing) at this 
place, and Arafah, all of it, is a place of standing. And, I have stood here. And, Jam' 
(Muzdalifah), all of it, is a place of standing." 

COMMENTARY: It is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad k J*>) to make 

sacrifice anywhere in Mina and the place where the Prophet Muhammad made 

the sacrifice is called place where the Prophet sacrificed/ 

Similarly, the standing may be observed anywhere in Arafat, except the valley. 

Muzdalifah* is also called jam.' The Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpiuJU observed the standing 
Mash'arul Haram, but all of muzdalifah is a place of standing, except the valley of 
Muhassir. 

However, it is better to make the sacrifice and observe the standings where the Prophet 
Muhammad did in Mina, Arafat and Muzdalifah. 


EXCELLENCE OF THE DAY OF ARAFAH 

Lp. Lw a oIjj) jJb iljl U (Jjj£9 ^(j* ^llil (j* \Sj£- 


2594. Sayyidah Ayshash narrated that Allah's Messenger Up k said. 

"There is no day on which Allah liberates more (of His) slaves from hell than on the 
day of Arafah. He draws near (tp them with His mercy and forgiveness) and takes 
pride in them before the angel, asking, "What do they want?" 2 


1 Bukhari # 1659, Muslim # 274-1285, Muwatta Maalik # 43 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 3-110. 

2 Muslim # 436-1348, Nasa'i # 3003, Ibn Majah # 3014. 
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SECTION II 

MAY STAND FAR FROM THE IMAM (LEADER) 

6^ «£».Ji J* ^*t£s !ji| ji3 jjis J.&3J, jlij ^ 


J J t I J (j;jua j\JI oljj) 

2595. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Abdullah ibn Safwan -it reported that one of his 
maternal uncles Sayyiduna Yazid ibn Shayban *said that they were standing 
at their place Arafat which Amr pointed out was very far off from the Imam 
(leader's standing place. Sayyiduna ibn Mirba al Ansari Came to them and 

informed them that he had for them a message from Allah's Messenger, saying 
"Stand at your masha'ir (place of worship) for you are following the legacy of your 
father, Sayyiduna Ibrahim 

COMMENTARY: In the pre-Islamic days the standing of every tribe was determined and 
its members stood together at that place. The place Yazid ibn shayban was very far from 
where the Prophet Muhammad ,*U jUfr-2n JU> stood. The hadith (tradition) referes to him as 
the Imam (leader). 

The word masha'ir in the hadith (tradition) refers to their ancient mawquf. At Arafat, 
distance from the Imam (leader) is of no consequence. Moreover, everyone cannot be near the 
Prophet Muhammad and the entire Arafat is equally the mawquf everywhere. 


SACRIFICE ANYWHERE WITHIN LIMITYS OF HARAM 



Jfj J ijs ilj£ $ J t! JL.j & atii J* slii *±>1 ^u. cJ-i 

J 1 jJ I J J j II. IJ J ) XSsJa J £2 4^)5 yH I 


2596. Sayyiduna Jabir reported that Allah's Messenger ( A-<jUpiiii cs U) said, "The 

entire Arafat is a place of standing. All of Mina is a place of sacrifice. The 
Muzdalifah all of it is a place of standing. And all the roads of Makkah are 
thoroughfares and places of sacrifice. 1 2 

COMMENTARY: The concluding words of the hadith (tradition) mean that it is proper to go 
to Makkah from whichever road that heads to it and sacrifice may be made anywhere within 
the Haram, Makkah being in the Haram. It is a different thing that it is a custom to make the 
sacrifice in Mina because pilgrims are there on the day of sacrifice 10 th Dhul Hijjah. 

The Prophet Muhammad j Up &\ said this to make it clear that these things are 
permitted. As for the better course, it is where the Prophet Muhammad made 

wuquf, where he sacrificed the animal and the road that he took to Makkah. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1919, Tirmidhi # 884, Nasa'i # 3014, Ibn Majah # 3048, Musnad Ahmad 3-326, Darimi 
# 1879. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1937, Ibn Majah # 3048, Darimi # 1879, Musnad Ahmad # 3-326. 
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DELIVERY OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S SERMON 



(jjl j^1 o\ jj) 4 

2597. Sayyiduna Khalid ibn Hawdah narrated that he saw the Prophet 

Muhammad pL>j deliver the sermon to the people on the day of Arafah 

standing (with his feet) in the stirrups on a camel. 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad pL *j ia stood up in the stirrups of the 

camel to be on a higher level to deliver the sermon. 

SUPPLICATION ON THE DAY OF ARAFAH 


jlcJkJl 4)Jl ^ • j l oSa. £j£- diL>l CjS- (jj O^J 

jij JLsil AJj dliil 45 45 VI s5j V ^ ^ I j 121 Jji 4»> 




2598. Sayyiduna Amr ibn Shu'ayb narrated that on the authority of his father 
from his grandfather that the Prophet Muhammad i#i J-*> said, "The best of 

supplications is the supplication made on the day of Arafah. And, the best of what I 
said and the Prophets before me have said is (this prayer): " 




{There is no God but Allah who is Alone. He has no partner. To Him belongs the 
dominion and to Him belongs all praise and He is over all things powerful.} 2 

2599. Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Ubaydulah too, narrated this hadith (tradition) 

but up to the Prophet Muhammad's words: *L{He has no partner.} 3 


DAY OF ARAFAH CAUSES DISGRACE TO DEVIL MORE THAN OTHER DAYS 

$$ & kA UJ VitfJlS Uj cj Ml 'Jjj- 1U Vj ^ Uj3 

P1J J3 *tiU (Jld J5 U JJ&9 Vj^glla*JI Jj jjl <L) I _)J lit J 

JiiL ^liJ! JLsJ,U .iStfuii 


2600. Sayyiduna Talhah ibn Ubaydullah ibn Kariz A narrated that Allah's 
Messenger JLe said, "Never on a day is the devil found more trivial, more 

strongly put away, more humiliated and more angry than on the day of Arafah, only 
because of the mercy he sees descending and Allah's forgiveness of great sins, 
except for that which was seen on the day of Badr." Someone asked him about what 


1 Abu Dawud # 1817, Musnad Ahmad 5-30. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3596. 

3 Muwatta Maalik # 246 (Hajj) 
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was seen on the day of Badr. He said, "He had seen Jibril arrange the angels 

in battle-order." 1 


GREATNESS OF THE DAY OF ARAFAH 

3JJI ^ j_jl. A.9(J-o 4151 Jti (Jtl ^ 

%*$&! &5.U 1$ Iki Ji ijjJ&l jjil ififskil U t ^I4s dill .UiJi 

jjls jll 3 j£I j J*j4 ^>6 co b j_£l ^ Jl 

lig£ ^41 oJ-a=-4111 


(i^Ji rj-i j .ijj) -5J> 

2601. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL-jUtajL? said, "On 

the day of Arafah, Allah comes to the lowest heaven and takes pride in them before 
the angels, saying. 'Look at My slaves. They have come to my dishevelled, dusty 
and calling out from every deep valley. I make you witnesses to (the fact) that I 
have forgiven them.' The angels submit, 'O Lord, (among them is) he who is said to 
have committed sin, and that man and that woman (too, known sinner)/" 

The Prophet Muhammad ^JL.j Up i»i Ju> said, "Allah, Mighty and Glorious, says, 'I 
have forgiven them, too." 

Allah's Messenger ^j Up ifo JU> said, "There is no day on which more people are 
delivered from hell than the day of Arafah." 2 
SECTION III 

COMMAND TO OBSERVE STANDING AT ARAFAT 



(rw) 


jXZj 3ijl i&S pLi Uls 43 j ji&j 


2602. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Quraysh and those who emulated 

their ways (and followed their religion) observed the standing at Muzdalifah. They 
were called al-Hums. All the (other) Arabs observed the standing at Arafah. When 
Islam came, Allah, the exalted command his prophet Muhammad (t i^u*ibi i>5 u that he 
should come to Arafa't and observe the standing there. Then he should hasten 
onward from there. This is as the words of Allah, Mighty and Glorious: 




{Then hasten onward from the place where from the people hasten onward} 3 


1 Muwatta Maaiik # 245 ( Hajj ) Baghawi in Sharh us sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad is'JLe 

# 1930. 

2 Baghawi in Sharh us Sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad # 1931. 

3 Bukhari # 4520, Muslim # 1219, Tirmidhi # 885, Abu Dawud # 1910, Nasa'i # 3009. 
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COMMENTARY: While Muzdalifah is within the limits of the Haram, Arafat is outside its 
limits. The Quraysh and their henchmen demonstrated their excellence over other people 
by observing the wuquf in Muzdalifah. They said that they were the 'people of Allah' and 
residents of His Haram so could not observe the wuquf outside the Haram. 

Those others than the Quraysh and all the residents of Arab lands stood at Arafat. 
However, when Islam eliminated class distinction and tribal classification, it gave the 
command that the wuquf should be observed at the Arafat by all. Thus the Quraysh too 
were required to make the wuquf there and throw out their obsession. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S PRAYER IN MUZDALIFAH GRANTED & 

IBLIS DISTRESS 


al t) AJbjZ- Alif- <cJaS^ Icj «LlJI a1)1 n ? jl (j* ISJ-2 Qrf u&J 0^*T) 

oj C$\ jll & ^jxlidl l»y jls 

JLu »(d)l tel Alisjil) uls 0l\fej 

-1A jlil >£45 jl§ jl jll 

l5 u^i^ljte siji jll dJl- $1)1 dJL^il &jJt U.9 l&§ dJ^JZ a£LJ ^ 

J'p. j v li?4 jjiiU&Ulij dijls ^lj 


2603. Sayyiduna Abbas ibn Mirdas narrated that Allah's Messenger 

made a supplication for his ummah on the evening of Arafah that they be 
forgiven. He received an answer, "I have indeed forgiven them but not the 
oppressive acts. I shall seize retribution from the oppressor for the oppressed." He 
prayed, 'O my Lord, if you wish, you may grant the oppressed the blessing of 
paradise (as a recompense) and forgive the oppressor." But he got no answer that 
evening. On the morning (following) in Muzdalifah, he repeated the supplication 
and was granted what he asked. 

The narrator added: Allah's Messenger 4i jl* laughed - or, he said that he 

smiled, (seeing that) Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna Umar 


asked him. "May our parents be ransomed to you This is such a time at the like of 
which you have never laughed, so what has made you laugh? May Allah please you 
all your life (so that you may laugh always)!" He said "The enemy of Allah, Iblis, 
when he learnt that Allah, Mighty and Glorious, has granted my prayer and has 
forgiven my mmah, he took some dust and began to pour it on his head, cursing 
himself and he called destruction on himself." 1 
COMMENTARY: We might add a condition to this complete forgiveness for the ummah, 
including rights of Allah and even rights of fellow men, that this forgiveness applies to 
those people who had made the pilgrimage that year with the Prophet Muhammad 


1 Ibn Majah # 3013, Musnad Ahmed 4-14. 
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(J-j, Or, it applies to such people whose Hajj (pilgrimage) is accepted there being no 
commission of indecency or sin during their pilgrimage. 

Or, it may apply to the oppressor who may have made a sincere repentance but was unable 
to give back the usurped right. 

Moreover, Divine mercy embraces anyone Allah wishes to forgive. It is as He says: 



{Surely Allah shall not forgive that anything be associated with Him and He shall 
forgive all besides that to whom He will} (4:116) 

Shah Waliullah Dahlawi said that the Prophet Muhammad's (t JL. J 4 9 lpa JL* intercession 
will include every Muslim, both the righteous and the sinner. Because of it, Allah will raise 
the ranks in paradise of the righteous people and He will forgive most of the sinners and 
admit them to paradise. Those that remain in hell after that, their punishment will be 
softened and the term of punishment will be softened and the term of punishment will be 
decreased. 

Similarly, Allah's forgiveness will include all Muslims, both righteous and sinners. The 
ranks of the righteous will be raised in paradise beyond what they deserve. As for the 
sinners, Allah will either forgive them through His mercy and favour and admit them to 
paradise, or mitigate the seventy of their punishment which is also a form of forgiveness. 


? 5 . 


CHAPTER - VI 

THE RETURN FROM ARAFAH & AL-MUZDALFAH iiJ ijiJ \Cj U 

SECTION I 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S RETURN FROM ARAFAH 

_(j2u SaJ ISlI jli hh fcljjjt aLa £3jJ~»5 

2604. Sayyiduna Hisham ibn Urwah <&> reported from his father who narrated 
that Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd was asked, "How did Allah's Messenger 

<Uu- <ii JL® proceed while returning on the Farewell Pilgrimage?" He said, "He 
proceeded swiftly and when he found a wide path, he made his beast run." 1 

<£)£> ID1 1 <ID 1^ 0^10^,5 (^* ®) 

jpl U l&yi «l jJ 


ol jj ) — 

2605. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas is said to have returned along with the Prophet 

Muhammad on the day of Arafah (towards Mina). 

(He said that on the way,) the Prophet Muhammad heard behind him an 


1 Bukhari # 1666, Muslim # 283-1286, Nasa'i # 3023, Darimi # 1880, Muwatta Maalik # 176 (Hajj), 
Musnad Ahmad 5-210. 
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uproar and a beating of t he camels. He pointed his whip towards them and said, "O 
you people! Observe peace and quit! Piety does not lie in making haste." 1 
COMMENTARY: It is not piety to just push the animals at a quick pace. Rather, piety is to 
perform the deeds of Hajj (pilgrimage) and refrain from the forbidden. While hastening to 
do good is commendable, it should not be carried too far into disliked deeds or to 
commission of Sin. This explains this hadith (tradition) and the preceding one. 


TALBIYAH RECITED TILL RAMI JAMRAH ALAQABAH 



(rv\) 






2606. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Zayd 

was riding behind the Prophet Muhammad f L*yJs’MJ*p on his camel from Arafah 
to Muzdalifah. Then he took al-Fadl as his co-rider from Muzdalifah to Mina. Both 
of them reported that the Prophet Muhammad did not cease to recite the 

talbiyah till he had cast pebbles at the jamratul aqabah. 2 

TWO SALAH (PRAYER) TOGETHER IN AL-MUZDALIFAH 




(usjIM .Ijj) -liiifSl+ljJJlJiVj j 

2607. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

combined the salah (prayer) of maghrib and isha (in Muzdalifah, at the time of 
isha). The iqamah was called for each (salah (prayer)). He did not offer any 
(optional) salah (prayer) between them or at the end of each of them. 3 
COMMENTARY: Not offering any optional salah (prayer) between these two salah (prayer) s 
does not necessitate that the sunnah(Practice of Holy ProphectAuhammad 1 »JL. J A>ii cS L o) and witr 
salah (prayer) not offered between them. 

Previously, the hadith (tradition) of Jabir in the chapter on the Farewell Pilgrimage 

(# 2555) has been narrated on this subject. Mulla Ali Qari explained that after the 
Prophet Muhammad had offered both maghrib and isha, he also observed the 

sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad of maghrib and isha and the witr. This 

is also found in hadith (tradition) (Durr Mukhtar) 

Shaykh Aabid Sindhi ; has recounted the different opinions of the ulama (Scholars) 
on this subject and concluded that it is correct that after the salah (prayer) of isha. The 
Prophet Muhammad offered the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 

plsjAjs-kj-p) and witr. 


1 Bukhari # 1671. 

2 Bukhari # 1686,1687, Musilm # 266-1280, Tirmidhi # 919, Nasa'i # 3081, Ibn Majah # 3040, Darimi # 
1904, Musnad Ahmad 1-114. 

3 Bukhari # 1682, Muslim # 292-1289, Abu Dawud # 1936. 
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VI VI !\U jLi &lJ* Jji jjJJ dJ.jU jll J^LLS 6i u^J (n * A) 


(<ulfr J^-a)_Us JLlSjj J^-^l felJLwJ IJ«-—>I 


2608. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud a* ^ asserted that he did not ever see 
Allah's Messenger offer a salah (prayer) at an hour other than its proper 

hour, except two salah (prayer)s: The salah (prayer )s of maghrib and isha together 
and the salah (prayer) of fajr, one day, before its proper hour. 1 
COMMENTARY: The salah (prayer) of maghrib and isha only are mentioned here, the 
maghrib and isha at Muzdalifah, though the Prophet Muhammad had combined 

the zuhr and asr too at Arafat, advancing the asr ahead of its hour and offering it at the 
v hour of zuhr. These were offered during the day and everyone is aware that the Prophet 
Muhammad (JL^aJu^iJu. had advanced the asr ahead of its hour, so they are not mentioned 
here specifically. 

He has offered the salah (prayer) of fajr that day before when light had not spread as get and 
it was still dark. It does not mean that the Prophet Muhammad ^jAdpia^ had offered the 
fajr even before its time had set in because the ulama (Scholars) are unanimous that the 
salah (prayer ) of fajr is not permitted before its hour begins. 


PERMITTED TO SEND WOMEN & CHILDREN FROM MUZDALIFAH 

BEFOREHAND 


(aJp( 5*-°) —4li>! I l^£ A3 UI (Jls1 0 s " J ^ 


2609. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said, "I was among those whom the Prophet 

Muhammad had sent ahead (of others) on the night of Muzdalifah being 

the weak members of his family/' 2 


COMMENTARY: The 'weak' refer to the women and children. The Prophet Muhammad 
had sent them ahead of others on the tenth Dhul Hijjah to Mina. Sayyiduna Ibn 
Abbas was among them. The Prophet Muhammad ( JL.jaJp^jl<» departed for Mina 

before sunrise but after the dawn was bright on his riding beast. This is a sunnah(Practice of 
Holy Prophet Muhammad He had sent forward his family so that they might not 

feel inconvenienced because of the crowd. It is allowed to do so. 

SCHEDULE OF RAMI JIMAR: According to another tradition to follow (# 2601), the 
Prophet Muhammad (JL-jAipiii sent them ahead with instructions that they should cast 
pebbles at Jamrah aqabah after sunrise. Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah k abides by this 
dictate. However, some traditions say that the Prophet Muhammad sent them 

saying only. "Go and pelt pebbles at Jamrah aqabah," there being no provision of sunrise. 
So, Imam (leader) Shafi'I in and Imam (leader) Ahmad in a*^ have preferred this 
tradition and they hold that the time of rami (pelting pebbles) at jamrah aqabah begins 
after midnight. 


1 Bukhari #1682, Muslim # 292.1289. Abu Dawud # 1936. 

2 Bukhari # 1678, Muslim # 301-1293, Abu Dawud # 1939, Tirmidhi # 894, Nasa'i # 3032, Musnad 
Ahmad 1-344. 
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COLLECTING PEBBLES AT MUZDALIFAH OR ON THE WAY 


x , i [j x a 



Ck —° »b->) —sj 4 d-l jilt 4 l 51 ^1 (J _)5 jlsj 4j ^ JJI 


2610. Sayyiduna Al-Fadl ibn Abbas is-k^o^ was taken by Allah's Messenger *kt.kj^> 
(►L-j to ride behind him. He said, "On the evening of Arafah and the morning of Jam 
as the pilgrims began to return, he said to them, 'observe a calm attitude/ He 
cheeked his she camel till he had entered Muhassir which is a part of Mina when he 
said, 'Collect small pebbles to be pelted at the jamrah/ Al-Fadl ^k^^ added, 
"Allah's Messenger (d-jUpifo JL* did not cease to call the talbiyah till he had pelted 
pebbles at the jamrah." 1 

COMMENTARY: Fadl A^k^j was not with the Prophet Muhammad when he 

departed from Arafah for Muzdalifah on the evening of Arafah. However, he was with him 
the next day, 10 th Dhul Hijjah in the morning, for Mina, as his co-rider. 

The Arabic word in the hadith (tradition) (<-3j>) truly means small pebbles or date seeds 
being thrown with both forefingers after holding them by them. Here, (kik) means small 
pebbles like grams. 

The rule is to gather the pebbles at Muzdalifah before departure from there or on the way 
while going, or from wherever one wishes, but not from near the jamrah those that have 
been thrown. This is makruh(unbecoming). If any one picks up the used pebbles then 
though it is permitted yet it is not preferable. Shamsi has said the sharh niqayah that 
it is bed to do so. 

Opinion differ on how many pebbles may be picked up? Only seven for that day? Or, 
seventy of which seven will be used on the first day for pelting on jamrah aqabah and sixty 
three to be used on next three days for the three j amrahs. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD SOUNDED HIS IMPENDING DEATH 


J1 f&J dll *gi3l (>lll cAj (n ^' > 

jl ... IJui, liS jS\j\ ^ JlSj c| jjU { Ja^> (JJLj i 'y&\% 


261 1. Sayyiduna Jabir *^k^j reported that the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUp k JL* 
hastened from the jam in a dignified and peaceful manner. He instructed the people 
to observe a peaceful attitude. He (urged his she camel and it) moved on swiftly in 
Muhassar. He instructed the people to make rami with small pebbles. He disclosed 
(to the sahabah) mk^j. "Perhaps, I shall not see you after this my year." 2 

COMMENTARY: The hadith (tradition) concludes with the Prophet Muhammad's *J*kj^> 


1 Muslim # 268,1282, Nasa'i # 3055. 

2 Tirmidhi # 887, Abu Dawud # 1944, Muslim # 310-1297, Nasa'i # 3021, Ibn Majah # 3023, Musnad 
Ahmad # 14559. 
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(JL.j words that herald tidings; 'he was in his last year of life and would depart from this 
world next year/ They were advised to learn from him. This is why this pilgrimage is 
known as the Farewell pilgrimage. During it, he perfectly taught the people the essences of 
religion and he bade farewell to his sahabah (Prophet's companions) He died next 

year, 12 AH, in the month of Rabi ul Awwal. 

The compiler of Mishkat points out that this hadith (tradition) has been placed in section I 
of the Masabih by its compiler where ahadith (tradition) of Bukhari and Muslim are placed, 
but this does not belong to either of them. (However, its concluding words are found in 
Muslim # 310.1297) 

SECTION II J48f 

WHEN TO RETURN FROM ARAFAT & TO DEPART FROM MUZDALIFAH 



4.^1 ^ ch- u-2 IjS 


Ljjua M ^dJaj ^ ? j | Juaj,5j-o)| <3”2 

~oj£-J AlLzJ • ;U1V1 oljj — ^ ♦ jUqVlgjUc- 


2612. Sayyiduna Muhammad ibn Qays ibn Makhramah narrated that Allah's 

Messenger fA ~>j in delivered a sermon. He said, "The people of the jahiliyah 
used to depart from Arafah when the sun seemed before it set to shine in the faces 
of people as though it was men's turban. They departed from Muzdalifah after the 
sun rose and seemed to shine in their faces as though it was men's turban. And, we 
do not return from Arafah till the sun sets, and we return from Muzdalifah before 
the sun rises. Because our ways are opposed to the ways of the idol-worshippers 
and the associators." 1 

COMMENTARY: When the sun has not set fully as yet and half of it is visible it looks like a 
turban. The idolaters departed from Arafat at such a time. They went away from 
Muzdalifah when the sun was in a similar position at the time of its rising. 


RAMI NOT ALLOWED AT NIGHT 


i_.UaiIljJ.c- %zXs-\ JM* 4JJIJ(Jll(j^llc- (jc-j O'WT) 

2613. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger sent 

them, the small boys of the Banu Abdul Muttalib, ahead (of others) on asses, from 
Muzdalifah in the night. He patted their things and said, "My little children, (when 
you are there) do not cast pebbles at the jamrah till the sun rises." 2 
COMMENTARY: This hadith (tradition) is evidence that rami is not permitted in the night. 


1 Haakim in Mustadrak 2.777 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab u eeman the like of it. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1940, Nasa'i # 3064, Ibn Majah # 3025, Musnad Ahmad. 
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Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah *^k^j and most other scholars abide by this hadith (tradition), 
but Imam (leader) Shafi'I k *+*-j permits rami after midnight. 

Moreover, though all the ulama (Scholars) hold that rami is allowed after dawn even before 
sunrise. Yet Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah ku^j says that it is permitted with a dislike. He 
holds that only after sunrise it is mustahab (desirable). 


HADITH IN SUPPORT OF IMAM SHAFIT 4u*j EXPLAINED 

J4 1 ^11 sLzjl & dll J* *Jl3! Jijf 0™ 0 


(Jjljjjloljj) 


2614. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the prophet Muhammad JL<» 

sent Sayyidah Umm Salamah at-k^n^ on the night preceding the nahr (sacrifice on 
10 th Dhul Hijjah. She cast the pebbles at the jamrah before dawn. Then she 
hastened and performed the tawaf (ifadah at Makkah, this being fard(compulsory)). 
That was the day when Allah's Messenger was with her (tnat being her 

turn with him). 1 

COMMENTARY: The last portion of the hadith (tradition) indicates why the prophet 
Muhammad sent sayyidah Umm Salamah ^k^j to Mina that night, why she 

observed the rami in the night and why she performed the tawaf ifadah during the day 
while the other wives of the Prophet Muhammad performed the tawaf ifadah in 

the next night. 


This hadith (tradition) is cited by Imam (leader) Shafi'I in support of his contention that 
rami may be made before dawn. Other scholars say that this concession was allowed only to 
Sayyidah Umm Salamah but the hadith (tradition) (# 2613) of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas 

A*, k does not allow rami before fajr to others. It is possible also that fajr refers to salah 
(prayer) of fajr (not dawn but the salah (prayer) of morning and Sayyidah Umm Salamah k^j 
a* may have performed rami before the salah (prayer) of farj and after rise of dawn. 


WHEN TO STOP TALBIYAH IN UMRAH 


Csjjj JtSj Sjiyii iljj -Jii-I Ji iiiy js'ji Ji jtS u-lfe j (J.J Of"«) 


2615. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that the residents of Makkah and those who 

perform umrah should call the talbiyah till they make istilam of the hajr aswad. 2 


COMMENTARY: 'The resident' refers to one who stays in Makkah and performs the 
umrah while 'those who perform umrah' refers to non-residents performing umrah. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1942. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1817. 
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SECTION III 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD ^UpAiijL* USED A RISING BEAST FROM ARAFAT 

TO MUZDALIFAH 


j Alit I <Lll vA—Asl ^- 5 — <kj I It( 3 ® lIjJjLAj (^3 *\) 


(jjljjjl .1 Ijj) -UUi jl Sis Jj d-Ls Ui 


2616. Sayyiduna Ya'qub ibn Aasim ibn Urwah Aii<u*-j said that he heard Sayyiduna 
Sharid -upAii^j say. "I hastened with Allah's Messenger ,*JL<j-uipAaju> (while returning 
from Arafat). His feet did not touch the ground (to walk) till he arrived at Jami' 
(Muzdalifah)." 1 

COMMENTARY: This does not mean that the Prophet Muhammad ,JL-j Up An jl> never 
alighted from his best during the ride between Arafat and Muzdalifah. It is stated in Sahih 
al-Bukhari that he had got down (from the beast) and went into a mountain pass to pass 
water. Then, he made ablution. On seeing that Sayyiduna Usamah -upAii^j submitted, "Is it 
the time for salah (prayer), O Messenger of Allah?" He said, "Salah (prayer) will be offered 
ahead." (He meant that it would be offered at Muzdalifah.) 


TWO SALAH (PRAYER)S COMBINED AT ARAFAT 

jdJUAc. jLs^Ls^jjXT jl! v^-C^lL^i (nW) 
^ / * * 

U 9 4JjlJ I i,~ .»-C ^ i j l _J>4,Li (JlS.9 A.3^^- i^ v-tflS* 
^pJLiJ, > ~ .kaS jlliJI ^ ^la 3| J 1jdJ! Ju£- 





* > < 
1^—J 


2617. Sayyiduna Ibn Shihab Aiu**j reported that he was informed by Saalim Aii-uj-j 
that Hajj (pilgrimage)a] ibn Yusuf asked Sayyiduna Abdullah, during the year of 
(Hajj (pilgrimage)a)) had slain Sayyiduan Ibn Zubayr -up An "How may we 
conduct ourselves at the wuquf at Arafah?" Saalim -upAii^j said, "If you wish to 
abide by the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad (U-jUpAii^), then offer the 
(combined zuhr and asr) salah (prayer) early on the day of Arafah." Sayyiduna 
Abdullah ibn Umar ** Aa^j said, "He speaks the truth. They (the sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) ^An^ were used to combine the salah (prayer) of zuhr and asr in 
keeping with the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad (A-jUpAh^)." 

Ibn Shihab Asi**^ asked Saalim, "Did Allah's Messenger ^jU^Aa^ do that?" Saalim 
quipped, "Do they seek any thing but his sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ( jl.jUpAii^l>) when they do that?" 2 
COMMENTARY: Anyone who is acquainted with the history of Islam in the least knows well 
that Hajj (pilgrimageja j ibn Yusuf is a compendium of tyranny and barbarism. Part of his 
name of Synonymous with 'an oppressor/ He is said to have had one hundred and twenty 


1 Musnad Ahmad 4.389. 

2 Bukhari # 1662. 
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thousand men bound before being killed. He had attacked Makkah at the command of Abdul 
Maalik ibn Marwan and had hanged the glorious sahabi, Abdullah ibn Zubayr 
After that, Abdul Maalik ibn Marwan appointed him as amir of the pilgrims with 
instructions to emulate Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar ** & in all deeds and saying 

about Hajj (pilgrimage). He was to ask him about the rules of Hajj (pilgrimage) and was not 
to oppose or contradict him in any affair. 

This is why he had asked Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar the ruling about the 

combined salah (prayer )s in Arafat. 


CHAPTER - VII 

RAMI AL-JIMAR (CASTING PEBBLES AT THE PILLAR) 


Jimar (plural of jamrah) are small pebbles. Jimar Hajj (pilgrimage) are those small pebbles that 
are pelted by the pilgrims at the pillars. These pillars are called jamra< in relation to jimar. 

There are three jamrat or pillar on which pebbles are pelted. 

(i) Jamrah as-oola (the first). 

(ii) Jamrah al-Wusta (the middle). 

(iii) Jamrah al-aqabah (the last). 

They are situated in Mina. On the edul adha or 10 th Dhul Hijjah, pebbles are thrown only at 
Jamrah al-aqabah. 

Then, on the 11 th , 12 th and 13 th , it is wajib (obligatory) to pelt pebbles on all three jamrat (At a 
time seven pebbles are thrown at them.) 

SECTION I 

RAMI OF JAMRAH AQABAH WHILE RIDING BEAST 


^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ y 


261 8. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that he saw the Prophet Muhammad Ue-Sit 

(Juj cast pebbles on the day of sacrifice, seated on his riding beast. And, he said, 
"Learn your rites (of Hajj (pilgrimage) from me), for, I cannot say that I shall 
perform Hajj (pilgrimage) after this Hajj (pilgrimage) of mine." 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam (leader) Shafi'I said that if anyone comes to Mina on foot, then 
he should cast pebbles at jimrah aqabah while on foot. Then, on the 11 th and 12 th he should 
cast pebbles on all three jamrat. On the 13 th , he should cast pebbles riding on a beast. 

It is stated in the Hidayah the well known book of the Hanafi fiqh that if a rami is followed 
by another rami like jamrah al-oola and jamrah al-Wusta, then it is better to make this rami 
on foot, because after this rami there is some standing and invocating blessing on the 
Prophet Muhammad (jL-jA^ai and making supplication, etc: Hence, when one is on foot 
he can be more humble and submissive. 

As for the practice of the Prophet Muhammad the gist of whatever is taught in 

the ahadith (tradition) is that he made the rami of jamrah aqabah on the day of sacrifice 


1 Muslim # 3T0-1297, Abu Dawud # 1970. 


637 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


seated on a riding beast. He made the rami of the other days on foot. 

NUMBER OF PEBBLES & HOW TO THROW THEM 

oljj) (JJUj C-dlj 0”^^) 

2619. Sayyiduna Jabir -upiiit^j narrated that he saw Allah's Messenger 

throw small pebble at the jamrah like al-Khadhaf (taking pebble in thumb and 
finger and throwing it). 1 

COMMENTARY: There are many ways suggested for casting pebbles at the pillars. One is to 
hold them with the forefinger and thumb and sling. This is the more correct and easy manner. 

TIME OF MAKING RAMI JIMAR 

cJlj \jjJ> 

£ 

(<ulc (3^») | 

2620. Sayyidtma Jabir -up M reported that Allah's Messenger -ulp -3ii JLu cast 
pebbles at this jamrah on the day of sacrifice at the time of duha (which is 
forenoon). As for after that, (he cast them) when the sun had passed the meridian. 2 

COMMENTARY: Duha is the portion of the day from sunrise to before the declination of 
the sun. The words 'after that' refer to the days of tashriq which are the 11 th 12 th and 13 th . 
On these days the Prophet Muhammad ^ U* made rami after zawal (or the 
declination of the sun). 

Ibn Hammam said that on the 11 th and 12 th , rami is made after zawal as per this 
hadith (tradition). If anyone decides after thsat to go to Makkah, then he may go before 
dawn of the 13 th . But, if he wishes to go after dawn then he will have to make rami of that 
day, as a wajib (obligatory). He cannot proceed to Makkah without doing rami jimar though 
doing it before zawal of 13 th is allowed to him. 

If anyone does not throw the pebbles on the pillars but simply drops them on them, then 
that suffices though it is not a like thing to do. As against this if any one merely places the 
pebbles on the pillars, then that is not enough. 

TAKBIR AT THE TIME OF RAMI JIMAR 

aJ Cwl I irJ-o2L 1 \ jJjLLa rfJJIjclp CjS- J 0""^^) 

262 1. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Mas'ud -upifo^j is known to have come to al- 
Jamrah al-Kubra (which is al-jamrah al-aqabah). He stood with the house to his 
left and Mina to his right and he threw seven pebbles, calling Allahu Akbar (the 
takbir) at each throw. Then, he said, "This is how he threw to whom surah al- 
Baqarah was revealed." 3 


1 Muslim # 343-1299. 

2 Bukhari, Muslim 314-1299, Abu Dawuti # 197i, Tirmidhi # 895, Nasa'i # 2063, Ibn Majah # 3053, 
Darimi # 1896, Musnad Ahmad 3-319. 

3 Bukhati # 1749, Muslim # 1305-1296, Abu Dawud # 1974, Tirmidhi # 902, Nasa'i # 3072, Ibn Majah 
# 3030, Musnad Ahmad 1-458. 
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COMMENTARY: While Sayyiduna Ibn Mas'ud stood at jamrah aqabah with the 

Ka'bnh to his left and Mina to his right, it is mustahab (desirable) to stand at other jamarat 
with one's face towards the qiblah. 

Seven pebbles are cast at each of the jamarat and at each the takbir is called. According to a 
version in Bayhaqi, the prophet Muhammad J^> called the takbir at the threw of 

each pebble in this manner: 

Of course, the entire Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad but here 

he is remembered with surah al-Baqarah. This is because this surah mentions the 
commands and rules of Hajj (pilgrimage). 

WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) TO CAST SEVEN PEBBLES AT THE JAMRAT 




oljj) 

*4 * 




j <_9 1^-LaJ Jjj 


2622. Sayyiduna Jabir ** <a» narrated that Allah's Messenger JL* said, 

"Abstersion (or istinja or cleaning oneself after relieving oneself) is with an odd 
number (of lumps of clay, three). Throwing pebbles at the jamrat is with an odd 
number (seven). The SaT or running between as-Safa and al-Marwah is with an odd 
number (seven) the taivaf or circumambulation (of the House) is with an odd 
number (seven). And when one of you wishes, he may fumigate himself with aloes 
wood an odd number of times (three, five or seven)." (This last is translated by A H 
Sidiqi in Sahih Muslim as Whenever any one of you is required to use stones (to 
clean the private parts) he should use odd number of stones (three, five or seven). 1 
COMMENTARY: It is wajib (obligatory) to throw seven pebbles at each of the jamarat 
(pillars). T o make seven rounds of SaT is also wajib (obligatory) And, most of the ulama 
(Scholars) say that seven rounds of the Ka'bah for one tawaf are fard(compulsory), but the 
Hanafis hold that four rounds are fard(compulsory) and the remaining are wajib (obligatory). 

SECTION II kjtsli j^ilt 

RAMI JIMAR ON A RIDING BEAST 






2623. Sayyiduna Qudamah ibn Abdullah ibn Ammar narrated that he saw 

the Prophet Muhammad *4* *»' J~t> throw pebblps at the jamrah on the day of 
sacrifice riding a redish she camel. There wz.a no striking, no pushing, and no 
shouting, 'Aside aside!' 2 

COMMENTARY: Sahba is a white she camel with a reddish tinge. Its hair are red at the 
trims but white at the roots. 

The Prophet Muhammad was not like a ruler preceded by escorts and guard . 


1 Muslim # 315-1300. 

2 Tirmidhi # 904, Nasa'i # 3062, Ibn Majah # 3035, Darimi # 1901, Musnad Ahmad 3-41 z, 413. 
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clearing the way as the ruler have, (see hadith (tradition) # 25583) 

SAT & RAMI JIMAR ARE FORMS OF DHIKR 


jjjLa-a)l jUJ-l (J>»^ Ai3! 1 0 s - 0 s "j ) 

t^oJba. olJJ411I 


2624. Sayyidah Ayshah if* *#i ^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said. "The throwing of pebbles at the jamarat and the rounds between as-Safa and 

al-Marwah are prescribed only to establish remembrance of Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: On their faces, these things do not give an impression of worship of 
Allah. Hence, the hadith (tradition) makes it clear that they are imposed that Allah may be 
remembered. It is a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ( *JL»j* s ip<3ii jl*) to call the takbir 
at each throw and to make supplication during Sa'I as stated previously. 


NO ONE HAS A PLACE RESERVED FOR HIM IN MINA 

>ijj) juv jis dAig ^ vf ill jb iiii cJ ii uii-i < nT «) 


lj (J/J Ij ^ JUjOl 

2625. Sayyidah Ayshah if*<i'^>j narrated that they asked, "O Messenger of Allah, 
shall we not build for you a shade in Mina?" He said. "No, Mina is a resting place 
for the camels of those who arrive (here first." 2 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ^made it amply clear that distinction in 
Mina depends on arriving here before others. There is no question of building a resting place or 
setting aside a site. Whoever arrives here and occupies a place, he deserves that place. 

SECTION m 


(i^jJ la oljj) —^LdUJl JLLy >wis j Vj 2iJl je.j6joS^34j 


2626. S ayyiduna Nafi awj narrated that Sayyiduna Ibn Umar a*^^ used to stand 
for a long time near the first two jamrat. He would extol Allah, glorify Him and 
praise Him. And, he would (raise hands to) make supplication to Allah. But, he did 
not stand at Jamrah aqabah. 3 

COMMENTARY: The first two jamrat are jamrah oola and jamrah wusta. Ibn Umar ***#1^ 
would cast pebbles at each of them and engage himself in prayer and dhikr. It is masnun to 
do so. The ulama (Scholars) say that one must stand at these for so long as takes to recite 
surah al-Baqarah. Some men of Allah are known to have stood here so long that they had 
swelling on their feet. 

He did not stand at Jamrah aqabah on the day of sacrifice to make supplication artei casting 
pebbles at it, nor on other days. But, it does not necessitate giving up supplication altogether. 
Later on, in the chapter XI we shall find the hadith (tradition) (# 2661) in which Ibn Umar 


1 Abu Dawud # 1888, Tirmidhi # 903, Musnad Ahmad 6-139, Darimi # 1853. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2019, Ibn Majah # 3007, Darimi # 1937, Musnad Ahmad. 

3 Muwatta Maalik #212 (Hajj) 
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affirms that he observed Allah's Messenger pL*j<d*kj** do it. 


CHAPTER - VIII 

AL-HADYI (OR AL-HADI)THE SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL \Cj 


The word is (hadyi). (It is generally spelt hadi). It is the word for the animals that are 
slaughtered in the Haram to seek reward. They may be sheep, goat, ram, lamb, cow, ox, 
buffalo or camel. 

As for age and other conditions, the same apply as are prescribed for animals of sacrifice. 
While sheep and small animals of it kind are eligible for sacrifice at all times, yet they are not 
allowed when atoning and offering a penalty for observing tcavaf Ziyarah in a sexually 
defiled state or while menstruating, or for having a sexual intercourse after wuquf of Arafat 
but before shaving head. In such cases, a badah which is a camel or cow must be sacrificed. 
There are two kinds of hadyi. 

(i) Wajib (obligatory) 

(ii) Optional 

There are many kinds of hadyi wajib (obligatory); hadyi qiran, hadyi tammatu hady jinayat, 
hadyi nadhar (vow) and hadyi ihsar. 

The reason why it is called hadyi is that a person presents the sacrificial animal as a hadyah (gift) 
to Allah. He hopes to gain nearness to Allah because of it Hence, this animal is called hdyi. 

SECTION I jjSijjdfi 


MARKING & GARLANDING 


fll tlj liS J.* JLaisU (_$ju j&zi I jXZJ $$£ 4UI (J-* 3 aJJI Jls c£\ (_£■ 

aj ojLi! Uis *c1a\j ^ dldj 0-^jVl L&a LL-. 

0 eljj) (Jj&I 


2627. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas j narrated that Allah's Messenger Up M 

offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr at Dhul Hulayfah. Then he called for his female 
camel (that was to be sacrificed) and branded (or marked) it on the right side of its 
hump and wiped off the blood from it. Then, he garlanded it with two srmdals. 
After that, he mounted his riding beast and when it stood with him zl Bayda he 
called aloud the talbiyah for Hajj (pilgrimage). 1 
COMMENTARY: Let us first see what (jUai) (branding, marking) and (garlanding) are? 
The animal that a pilgrim takes along is hadyi. A wound is inflicted on its side. This is 
called (jUAt) or ashar. A garland of shoe or bones etc. b put in its neck and it is called (Ufc) 
taqlid. Both these things are done to distinguish the animal as hadyi. 

When the Prophet Muhammad > Up & J-e set out from Madinah to perform the Hajj 
(pilgrimage), he offered salah (prayer) at Dhul Hulayfah, the miqat for Madinah. Then he 
took his she-camel chosen as sacrifice. He marked it and wiped off the blood oozing 


1 Muslim # 205-1243, Abu Dawud # 1252, Tirmidhi # 907, Nasa'i # 2774, Darimi # 1912, Musnad 
Ahmad 1-216. 
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because of it and put two shoes in its neck for its garland to distinguish it as a hadyi. 
People would treat the animal as hadyi and robbers would not touch it. If this animal 
wondered away, people would bring it to its destination. During the jahiliyah, people were 
used to snatch (host) animals that were not hadyi but did not touch animals with the 
distinguishing mark. Hence, the Prophet Muhammad also (marked his animal 

as hadyi and) retained that custom as allowed to attain the objective. 

RULING AN ASH'AR: We now come to the juristic ruling. The Imam (leader)s are 
unanimous that it is a sunnahfPractice of Holy Prophet Muhammad Ju-) to mark the 

animals in this way, but not the ( ( **>-) 1 2 

meaning sheep, goat, lamb and the like because they are weak animals should be 
garlanded only.' 

However, Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah & holds that while (taqlid -U& garlanding is 
mustahb (y*ii ashar) branding or marking is makruh(imbecoming), absolutely whatever the 
animal. The ulama (Scholars) interpret that Abu Hanifah did not rule that ash'ar was 
makruh(unbecoming) outright, but he only had in mind his own times when people 
wounded the animal severely to brand it as hadyi, and the. wound was likely to suppurate 
or to main the animal. 

The hadith (tradition) (of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas) says that the Prophet Muhammad 

aJs- it offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr in dhul Hulayfah in t he mosque there. 
However, in the chapter XLII on salah (prayer), while travelling hadith (tradition) (# 1323), 
Sayyiduna Anas narrated that the prophet Muhammad had offered the 

salah (prayer) of zuhr in Madinah and he offered the asr in Dhul Hulayfah on reaching there. 
This is the hadith (tradition) of Bukhari and Muslim. So, perhaps of Bukhari and Muslim. 
So, perhaps Ibn Abbas who had not offered the zuhr in Madinah with the Prophet 

Muhammad (jL-jUeiiliju presumed on seeing him offer salah (prayer) in dhul Hulayfah that 
he was offering the zuhr. So, he said as he did. 

•The calling of talbiyah for Hajj (pilgrimage) does not mean that he excluded umrah. The 
hadith (tradition) of Anas in both Bukhari and Muslim makes it very clear that the 

Prophet Muhammad called labayk for both Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah. Here, 

the narrator may not have mentioned umrah because the real objective was Hajj 
(pilgrimage) so he sufficed with mentioning Hajj (pilgrimage). Or, though the Prophet 
Muhammad ,*i-jUpisi called the talbiyah for both, the narrator may have heard only Hajj 
(pilgrimage) and did not hear him mention umrah. 



2628. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

sent sheep as hadyi to the House once and he garlanded them. 2 

COMMENTARY: All the ulama (Scholars) agree that it is not permitted to mark the sheep. 
But, they may be garlanded. Imam (leader) Maalik however, disagrees. 


1 ((►**) (jithm) dinging to earth, sitting down, inclined to be motionless 

2 Muslim # 367.1321, Ibn Majah # 3096, Musnad Ahmad 6-42. 
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MAKING SACRIFICE FOR ANOTHER 

_aol jj) 4131(3 

2629. Sayyiduna Jabir ** in narrated that Allah's Messenger ,JL*j <0* & 
slaughtered a cow on the day of sacrifice on behalf of Sayyidah Ayshah 1 if*i»' cr 4.> 

2630. Sayyiduna Jabir ‘c*h\ {S z> i narrated that the Prophet Muhammad jjL-j *-1 p ju- 
sacrificed a cow on behalf of his wives during his (farewell) pilgrimage. 2 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that, in both the foregoing cases the prophet 
Muhammad (^L.jAjpiiijLo must have previously obtained permission of his wives to make the 
sacrifice. A sacrifice on behalf of another may only be made with that person's permission. 
The well-know ruling of the Imam (leader)s is that one cow suffices sacrifice of seven 
people. However, Imam (leader) Maalik k j has ruled that one cow or one sheep is 
enough for the sacrifice of all members of a family. So, this hadith (tradition) may serve as 
evidence for Imam (leader) Maalik's k^j ruling provided the prophet Muhammad 
(JL-j may have made the sacrifice for more than seven people. 

The other Imam (leader)s maintain that this hadith (tradition) means to say that the 
Prophet Muhammad ^JL-.jAjLc.ii ju> made the sacrifice of one cow for only seven people. 


SENDING HADYI WITHOUT PROCEEDING FOR HAJJ (PILGRIMAGE) 



* $ 9 * , * ✓ * 

(<uic.(3iX4) _<dj^.l ^ ? jo U-9 IaIJLaIj 


2631. Sayyidah Ayshah iftf-iii^j said that she herself twisted the garlands for the 
Prophet Muhammad's (jL-jUpifl sacrificial camels and then garlanded t hem. She 
then branded t hem (at their humps) and sent them as hadyi (to the ka'bah in 9 AH 
when Hajj (pilgrimage) was made fard(compulsory) and Abu Bakr A-s-k^j was sent 
as amir and these camels of the Prophet Muhammad ^jAAe-kj^ were sent with 
him). Nothing that was lawful for the Prophet Muhammad (before that) 

became unlawful (because of this). 3 

COMMENTARY: The concluding sentence of the hadith (tradition) means that by sending 
the animals as hadyi, the stipulations of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) did not apply to the 
Prophet Muhammad Sayyidah Ayshah 1 4 *k^j said this because she had heard 

that Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas As-k^j said that if anyone who does not proceed to perform Hajj 
(pilgrimage) but sends his hadyi to Makkah then everything that becomes unlawful because 
of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) will become unlawful to him till this hadyi arrives at the Haram 
and is slaughtered. She thus corrected Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas A^k^j. 


(aAc i & r (Y"\rr) 


1 Muslim # 356-1319. 

2 Muslim # 357-1319. 

3 Bukhari # 1696, Muslim # 369-1321, Nasa'i # 2793, Muwatta Maalik # 51 (Hajj). 
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2632. Sayyidah Ayshah said that she made the garlands of the animals from 

dyed wool that she possessed. Then, (putting them on the necks of his camels) he 
sent them at the hands of her father (Abu Bakr to the Ka'bah ). 1 


RIDING THE HADYI 


(Jli .9 JU19 AjJo <jjjj Uio (jij (J^ sjj t e(Y*\YT) 

(Uc6^) -aiillll 14 .lilsjjtl \£\ jlil UA>i jtl ii Si til. 


2633. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

saw a man drive a camel. So, he said, "Ride on it!" The man submitted. "It is a 
badanah (or a hadyi)." He insisted, "Ride on it," but the man again pleaded that it 
was a hadyi. The Prophet Muhammad j*jl. j Up repeated, "Ride on it, how 

regretful of you. (you continue to forward excuses.)" He said that in his second or 
third command. 2 

c-io-i JLaS <j£ rfiil-Uc- tA <£jio-Z Jll jfoj-ll q\ l£j tf'Wt ) 

Ol—ol JJ) - 1 ^ If c-if{ U^Ji 


2634. Sayyiduna Abu Az-Zubayr I' reported that he heard Sayyiduna Jabir ibn 
Abdullah being asked about riding the hadyi. He said that he had heard the 

Prophet Muhammad say. "Ride on them carefully (so as not to hurt 

them) if you have nothing other than that till you find something to ride on." 3 
COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) differ on the question whether one may ride on the 
hadyi or the sacrificial animals or not. Some of them say that if the animals are not likely to 
be hurt, then it is allowed to ride on them. The Hanafis, however, maintain that if it is 
necessary and t here is no choice then one may ride on them, otherwise not. They permit 
riding on the hadyi are based on this proviso. 


WHEN HADYI IS ON POINT OF DEATH 


Us! 3 <J-?u fa -4 uL- jsJUij *1)! <JjU Jti <jj| (j^5 (nr<5) 

(j U^ Li J&\ 4^9 U~5 Uj oa^ 4iJI jjbid 

9 + pi * 

oljj) Vj I L&lfl (jSljVj 


2635. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUpaui^ sent 

sixteen sacrificial animals (hadyis) with a man (called Najiyah Aslami) 
putting him incharge of them (during the journey and responsible to slaughter 
them in the Haram). He asked, "O Messenger of Allah, what may I do with any that 
might not be able to walk (out of fatigue, or any that might be near death)?" He 
said, "Slaughter them and dye their shoes (of garland) in their blood and place 


• 1 Bukhari # 1700, Musilm # 369-1321. 

2 Bukhri # 1689, Muslim # 371-1322, Abu Dawud # 1760, Tirmidhi # 912, Nasa'i # 2799, Muwatta 
Maalik # 139 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 2-505. 

3 Muslim # 374.1324, Abu Dawud # 1761, Nasa'i # 2802. 
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them on the sides of their humps. Do not eat their meat yourself and do not feed 
any of your companions." 

COMMENTARY: Their shoes were to be dyed and marked on their humps to distinguish 
them as hadyi. Passerby may know that and only the pour and deserving eat them. The 
rich may abstain, their meat being unlawful to them. 

The Prophet Muhammad forbade them (the guardians) to eat their meat so that 

they might not be tempted to slaughter a not so fatigued animal. 

The people living nearby or passing caravans would consume the meat. So, it would 
not be wasted. 

To sum up, if any animal is necessarily slaughtered on the way then those people in the 
same caravan are barred from eating it. The juristic ruing on it s found in Multhaqi al 
Abhur ad Dhur Mukhtar is: 

(1) If the hadyi is wajib (obligatory) and is on the point of death on the way or becomes 
defective in such a way that it is not valid to offer as hadyi then it is not permitted to 
sacrifice it. A replacement hadyi must be sent. The first animal may be slaughtered and 
eaten by the owner himself or fed to others, or he may act as he likes. 

(2) If the hadyi is optional, then, when it is on the point of death and is slaughtered, the 
shoes may be dyed with its blood and placed on its neck. Neither the owner nor the rich 
may consume its meat. 

(3) If a hadyi arrives at its destination where it is slaughtered then it is stated in the 
commentary of the last hadith (tradition) of this section (# 2639) that it is mustahab 
(desirable) for the owner to consume the meat of a sacrifice and hadyi of n optional tamatta 
and qiran, but not proper for him to eat meat of hadyi of other kinds. 

Here, we might sound a note of caution that some scholars have erred in commenting on 
this hadith (tradition) when they state that the meat of such animals is disallowed in this 
hadith (tradition) as one has made wajib (obligatory) on oneself, like against a vow but they 
assert that meat is allowed if the hadyi is optional. They have made the conclusion on the 
basis of the hadyi of the road that is slaughtered at the destination when it reaches there. 
But, this is not what the hadith (tradition) means and it is absolutely against it. 

SHARES IN HADYI 



(jJ — 

2636. Sayyiduna Jabir said that in the year of al-Hudaybiyah, they alongwith 

Allah's Messenger sacrificed a camel in which seven people shared and a 

cow in which seven people shared. 1 

COMMENTARY: Seven people shared in a camel and so in a cow. Imam (leader) Abu 
Hurayrah ii'w-j and many other scholars abide by this hadith (tradition). They stipulate 
that all seven must have a genuine ambition to earn reward. Their ambition may be of one 
kind, like hadyi, or may be diverse, like some may intend hadyi and some sacrifice. Imam 
(leader) ShafiT in said that their participation is allowed even if some from intention of 


1 Muslim # 350-1318, Abu Dawud # 2809, Tirmidhi # 905, Ibn Majah # 3132, Muwatta Maalik # 9 
(Dihiyah- Sacrificial Animals), Musnad Ahmad 3-293. 
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hadyi or sacrifice and some of only collecting meat. 

Imam (leader) Maalik holds that sharing in simply not proper in any kind of animal if 
the sacrifice or hadyi is wnjib (obligatory). 

As for sheep and goat, all the alama agree that sharing is not allowed in them. 

METHOD OF SLAUGHTERING CAMELS 



(4J«£ (J-S— 4 ) -jXZj 

2637. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar came upon a man who had made his camel kneel 

and was trying to sacrifice it. He said to him, "Let it stand up lettered (at its left leg 
and sacrifice it), following the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad UpiijLo 
of Muhammad 

COMMENTARY: To strike a spear at a camel's chest is called (>*;) (nahr) and to slit the 
throat of the cow, etc. is called (^i) (dhabh). It is better to sacrifice the camel in the manner 
of nahr and the cow, sheep, goat etc. in the manner of dhabh. 

The camel is made to stand and its left leg is tied. Then a spear is struck at its chest so that 
blood pours out and it falls down. 

Ibn Hammam said that it is better to sacrifice the camel by making it to stand. If that 
is not possible, then making it sit is better then making it lie down. Those animals that are 
slaughtered (in the manner of dhabh) must be made to lie down on their left side. 

It is known even from the Quran that a camel should be sacrificed in the manner of nahr. 



{So pray to your Lord and sacrifice} (108: 2) 
This verse is explained that the camel is sacrificed by nahr. 

About dhabh, the Quran says: 


{(Allah command you) to sacrifice a cow.} (2: 67) 
ABOUT HADYI 


^ ? j l q <UJu s . • j l JiLij <UI (JjJij (Jls ( j£-j (^TTA) 

* 2 


2638. Sayyiduna Ali ^ Said that Allah's Messenger Up made him 
supervise his sacrificial camels. He instructed him to give their meat, skins and 
saddle-cloths in charity, but to give nothing to the butcher (in lieu of wages), 
saying. "We shall pay him ourselves." 1 2 

COMMENTARY: The camels were those that the Prophet Muhammad (*JL»j Up in had 
taken as hadyi to Makkah during the Farewell pilgrimage. They had numbered one 
hundred. This has been discussed earlier. 


1 Bukhari # 1713, Muslim # 358-1320, Abu Dawud # 1767. 

2 Bukhari # 1716, Muslim # 348-1317, Abu Dawud # 1769, Ibn Majah # 3099. 
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The butcher should not be given anything of the hadyi in remuneration. However, if 
anything is given out of kindness or courtesy then there is no harm. 

The hide may be given in charity to anyone. Or, it may be sold and the sale proceeds could 
be given as charity. 

The animal should not be milked but cold water should be sprinkled on its udders so that 
its milk stops coming down. However, if the animal is restless because of full udders then it 
should be milked and t he milk may be disbursed as charity. 

OWNER MAY EAT FLESH OF HADYI 



(4 tr !c(3^- a ) -UiJJjJ If&ts Ijijj-Jj 1jj 6 <JUU 


2639. Sayyiduna Jabir said, "We did not use to eat the flesh of t he sacrificial 

animals for more than three days. Then, Allah's Messenger j Up ito gave us 
permission. He said, 'Eat and preserve it (even beyond three days)/ So, we ate it and 
preserved it." 1 

COMMENTARY: In early Islam, there were many people who could not make a sacrifice 
and meat was required in large quantities. Hence, the Prophet Muhammad gave 

instruction that people who made a sacrifice must not preserve it beyond three/ days but 
give away the excess to the poor and deserving in charity. Later on when all people were 
able to make a sacrifice, the Prophet Muhammad gave permission to preserve it 

beyond three days and consume it. 

Shammi said that the owner is permitted to consume the flesh of his optionl hadyi 
and sacrifice of tamatta and qiran. But, it is not proper to eat the flesh of other kinds of 
hadyi because they are against expiation and penalty (for serious offences). 

SECTION II 

MUSTAHAB (DESIRABLE) TO GRIEVE ENEMIES OF ISLAM 


—lag* 1 !, _ . ■ . < ?> 3 <3“$ (Aj (3 Jif ^ jxL ZJ <&& 

** * * ** ^ ^ x * * & > ** 


(jJibjjl oljj) 

2640. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas reported that in the year of al-Hudaybiyah, the 

Prophet Muhammad took alongwith his sacrificial animals a camel 

(previously) belonging to Abu Jahl that had a silver nose ring - according to a 
version a gold nose-ring. He did that to enrage the idolaters. 2 
COMMENTARY: In 6AH, the Prophet Muhammad departed from Madinah to 

perform umrah. However, the idolaters did not allow him and his sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) to proceed beyond Hudaybiyah. They did not allow them to come to 

Makkah. This is a well-known historical happening. Among the camels the Prophet 


1 Bukhari # 1719, Muslim # 30-1972, Musnad Ahmad 3-388. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1749, Ibn Majah # 3100, Musnad Ahmad 1-234. 
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Muhammad ( tJL,j-ulp-Ssi tS U had taken along as hadyi to slaughter vvas one that had belonged 
to Abu Jahl. It was seized in the Battle of Badr as part of the spoils. He took it along to 
distress the idolaters on seeing it in the hands of the Muslim and on being slaughtered. 
Thus, it is mustahab (desirable) to cause grief and distress to the enemies of Allah. 

THE HADYI THAT IS DYING 


6-* U* M jjJtf b dji jl* -fijli 0"^-ru 




\) 


£$J JLpU IIJ J lid l&ibj o-LJ 1 I J-j La> (Jls I 


2641. Sayyiduna Najiyah Al-Khuza'I -upiit^j said that he asked Allah's Messenger 
(►LijUoiiii ju how he should deal with the animals of hadyi that are on the point of 
death. He said, "Slaughter t hem and dye their shoes with their blood. Then leave 
them for the people to eat." 1 

2642. Najiyah al-Aslami -upiiii^j narrated the (same) hadith (tradition). 2 
COMMENTARY: The people who will eat are those excluding the companions in the 
caravan whether rich or poor. Other poor people passers by might eat from it. Previously 
this had been explained. 

There was only one sahabi by the name of Najiyah. Some ascribed him to the Khuza'I tribe 
and some to t he Aslami tribe. 


VIRTUE OF THE DAY OF SACRIFICE 


Vl jaJagJ ^ ? jl (Jll4 ^c1L5I (J** 3 ^jJI 4iJI 0*1 IT) 

<jrdS oliJd JlLlj 4UI pJ! (JjJI/p (Jld (3 ip I Jill J-&J j Jj (Jld J-^l _>»J3 JLj 

* ' ssisss >9 

1 Alii. AX&j (JU UU.9 (Jls IJbj 4pj, jJj ^jiiLxd C-wjl 

jjl oIjj) (Jls JU LaoJia 


2643. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Qurt -up- to narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 
said, "The greatest day in the sight of Allah is the day of sacrifice (with 
Dhul HIjjah). Then, is the day of al-qarr (11 th Dhul Hijjah)." Sayyiduna Thawr 
-up said, "That is the next day." 

Abdullah -up in added that five or six camels were brought to Allah's Messenger 
(.JL-jUpiiijL* and they began to draw nearer to him (vying with each other to covet the 
blessing) to see which of them he would sacrifice first. 

He added: when they fell down on their sides (meaning, when they were 
slaughtered), he (the Prophet Muhammad ! ,l^Up<ii LS u> said something so softly that he 
(Abdullah) -up-ii^j could not understand. So, he asked (one who was near to him), 
"What did he say?" (He said that) he said, "whose wishes may cut off a piece." 3 


1 Tirmidhi # 911, Ibn Majah # 3106, Muwatta Maalik # 148 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 4-334. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1762, Darimi # 1909. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1765. 
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COMMENTARY: Teebi explained that the greatest day in the sight of Allah is the day 
of sacrifice means that it is one of the greatest days because other ahadith (tradition) name 
the ten days of (Dhul Hijjah) better then other days. Those ten days being excellent, the 10 th 
of Dhul Hijjah, which is one of them, is also excellent. 

The ahadith (tradition) also say that the last ten days of Ramadan are the most excellent. 
We may explain that, the last ten days of Dhul Hijjah are the most excellent days of the 
months of Haram while the last ten days of Ramadan are the most excellent of all days 
(in all respect). 

We may also explain that excellence is measured in terms of nature of the days. Fasting is 
observed in Ramadan. Reward is multiplied in this month and Ftikaf is observed during its 
last ten days. So, these ten days are excellent in this regard. 

As for Dhul Hijjah, Hajj (pilgrimage) is performed in this month and sacrifice is made. In 
this regard, it is excellent. 

The day of al-qarr is the 11 th Dhul Hijjah. It is so called because the pilgrims get some rest 
on this day after they have discharge their duties and worked hard. 

If anyone argues that the day of Arafah has been termed as excellent in sahih hadith 
(tradition). We may say again that al-qarr is one of the days that are excellent. 

That the camels tried to outdo each other in coming nearer to the Prophet Muhammad kj^> 
(JL-j *4* was truly a miracle of the Prophet Muhammad k JLe. Animals too have a 

sentiment and a longing to gain blessings that, actually, is idiosyncrasy of mankind. 

The hadith (tradition) of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas *&k^ and of Sayyiduna Jabir have been 
mentioned in the chapter (a^^) (no sacrifices), - respectively # 1469 and 1461. 

SECTION III 


FLESH OF THE SACRIFICE 


3*ilS J&g J~ (ni 1 ) 

I jli >SU3I likl lif Jiii jJ45 b ll jJ 3 l JbJ I ^ ula 


(^ulc^^ 9 ) —j*4ck l^ o' o?LJ Li v < j t? • j li I 

2644. Sayyiduna Salamah ibn Al-Akwa ^k^ : narrated that Allah's Messenger kj^> 
said, 'He among you has made a sacrifice should not begin the morning after 
three day while he has anything of the (flesh of the animal) in his house." When the 
next year arrived, they (the sahabah) ^k^j asked, "O Messenger of Allah, shall we 
do as we had done last year (and give out all the meat in three days)?" He said. "Eat, 
feed others and keep in store some. Last year, the people (had to work hard and toil 
and) were helpless. So, I intended that you should help them." 1 
COMMENTARY: There was a severe drought in the region around Madinah. Therefore, 
many of those people came to Madinah crowding it. This is why the Prophet Muhammad 
^jAJs’kj^o forbade people to store meat beyond three days. The year following conditions 
had improved and the Prophet Muhammad permitted them to hold back some 

of the flesh. 


1 Bukhari # 5569, Muslim # 34-1974, (see also Bukhari # 5570). 
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f. t i 2, 

oljj) 


2645. Sayyiduna Nubayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JUjUtiiju. 

said, "We used to forbid you to eat their meat meaning, of sacrificial animals) 
beyond three days so that you may find abundance (and the poor may derive 
benefit from the meat). Now, Allah has provided plenty. So, eat and hold back 
and seek reward (by giving in the charity). Know! These (four) days (in Mina) 
are days of eating, drinking (so it is disallowed to fast these days) and (days) to 
remember Allah." 1 

COMMENTARY: The concluding words reflect the words of Allah: 




{When you have performed you devotional rites, remember Allah, like your 
remembrance of your forefathers, or even with a stronger remembrance} (2:200) 


CHAPTER - IX 

(AL-HALQ) SHAVING 


, aL>v) lcL> [j 


On the 10 th of Dhul HIjjah, pebbles are thrown at al Jamrah Aqabah. Then the hadyi is 
slaughtered there, in Mina. Then, the head is shaved, or hair are clipped and the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) is relinquished. Everything except sexual intercourse, that had been forbidden 
in the state of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) becomes lawful again. 

This chapter is about shaving the head and clipping the hair, both topics. The compiler of 
the Mishkat has mentioned only shaving in the heading because it is better to shave the 
head than to merely clip the hair to which will follow at the proper time, insha Allah. 

It must be known that the Prophet Muhammad ju> never shaved his head apart 

from (the performance of the rites of Hajj (pilgrimage) and umrah). 

SECTION I 


BETTER TO SHAVE HEAD 


4jI>v~£>I (3*3 j I I (JJ-iJ ^ • j l ijr^ 


(4Jl£ (3 a" *) _ 


2646. Sayyiduan Ibn Umar reported that Allah's Messenger (►L.j-ulP-ait had 

his head shaved during the Farewell pilgrimage as did a number of his sahabah, 
but some of them had t heir hair clipped. 2 

COMMENTARY: Those who had their heads shaved emulated the Prophet Muhammad 


1 Abu Dawud # 2813, Ibn Majah (brief) # 3160, Darimi # 1958. 

2 Bukhari # 4411, Muslim # 316-1301, Abu Dawud # 1980, Musnad Ahmad 2-128. 
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aiming at the blessings. Those who had their hair clipped seized the permission 
to do so. It is stated in a hadith (tradition) in Bukhari, Muslim and other books of hadith 
(tradition) that during the redeeming umrah (umrah al-Qada), the Prophet Muhammad JU 
(►UjUpiit had his hair clipped instead of shaving his head. So, both things are known from 
the Prophet Muhammad though it is better to shave the head. 


PROPHET MUHAMMAD HAD HIS HAIR CLIPPED 



(4-A£(5^ a ) 

2647. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Sayyiduna Mu'awiyah j said 

to him that he had clipped some hair of the Prophet Muhammad ^ j U* to Jup at 
Marwah with a mishqas (a arrowhead or a pair of large scissors). 1 
COMMENTARY: The word mishqas is either a large or broad arrowhead, or large scissors. 
The latter seems more appropriate. 

Since it is established through ahadith (tradition) that the Prophet Muhammad 
had never had his hair on the head clipped after performing Hnjj (pilgrimage) but had them 
shaved so this statement of Mu'awiyah concerns umrah. This is corroborated by his 

words that he did it at Marwah. If he had cut them after Hajj (pilgrimage), then he would 
have said, at Mina.' 


PROPHET'S PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SHAVE HEAD 

^ 54^-4 jl* jhjidiiiM jpj cJ-i (ntA) 


jl* *JJI jjzj b cAj&iss ijSlS $i sbl lii-U b 64,r^iJ ijSls 


264 8. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that during the Farewell pilgrimage, 

Allah's Messenger said: 


1 (3 ^g£.J\ Jh£DI 

(O Allah, have mercy on those who have had their heads shaved.} 

They (the sahabah) submitted "And those who have had their hair clipped, 

O Messenger ^of Allah! but, he prayed again as before: 

1J1 

and they submitted again, 'those who had their hair clipped, too, O Messenger of 
Allah! So, he agreed: 



ijSis ££2k^l J4I11 



{and they who have clipped their hair.} 2 


1 Bukhari # 1330, Muslim # 209-1246, Abu Dawud # 1802, Nasa'i # 2987, Musnad Ahmad 4.96. 

2 Bukhari # 1727, Muslim # 317-1301. 
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COMMENTARY: The excellence of those who shave their head (during Hajj (pilgrimage)) is 
clear from this hadith (tradition) over those who merely clip their hair. 


tco 4^15 £UI j (j£I u? (JtT* 

—<* 0 1 j j) —1 j isj- 2 


2649. Sayyiduna Yahya ibn al-Husayn reported from his grandmother that 
during the farewell pilgrimage, she heard the Prophet Muhammad pray 

for those who had had their heads shaved three times, but for those who had their 
hair clipped (only) once. 1 


COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad prayed for those who shaved their 

hair thrice - or according to another hadith (tradition) four times - and once for those who 
merely clipped their hair. This last may have been included with the prayer for those who 
shaved or may have been made separately. 

The Prophet Muhammad pL* jaJLp^i jLe may have made these prayers at different times and in 
different gatherings. This explains the varying numbers of supplications - three and four. 
Or, the different narrators may have narrated whatever they had heard. 

SUNNAH(PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET MUHAMMAD ^ TO BEGIN 

SHAVING AT THE RIGHT SIDE 


>i $jj uuji §>4i ju j* tfjLj dll J* us % (no * } 


(Jjlj Jbj oLjj, oUac-Ls aJ-JJo bf 155 <c2l>%9 o-ijVl (JibLI i3\bLL> 155 J>J «lSLls 

1 k£~3\ <JUa9 1»JJ5 bl otlae-la ^1^9 (34^1 


2650. Sayyiduna Anas j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ^came 

to Mina. Then he went to jamrah (aqabah) and threw pebbles at it. Then he went to 
his dwelling place in Mina and sacrificed his animal. Then he called the barber 
(who was Ma'mar ibn Abdullah) <up M and tinned his right side (of his head) 
towards him and he shaved it. Then he called Abu Talhah al-Ansari and 

gave him the hair that had been shaved off. Then, he turned his left side and asked 
the barber to shave it and he shaved it and he gave the hair to Abu Talhah, 
saying, "Distribute it among the people." 2 


COMMENTARY: The head is shaved from the right side as a sunnah(Practice of Holy 
Prophet Muhammad It is shaved from the right side of the person being shaved. 

Some authorities maintain that it is the right side of the person who shaves. 

USING PERFUME 




(4 JlC ( 3^®) - JLULg aS.i »-r4W ^ o' 


1 Muslim # 321-1303. 

2 Muslim # 326.1305, Abu Dawud # 1981, Tirmidhi # 913, Musnad Ahmad 2-137. 
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2651. Sayyidah Ayshah said that she used to apply perfume to Allah's 

Messenger JL* before he assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and on the day of 

sacrifice before he circumambulated the House, the perfume containing musk. 1 


COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that at the times mentioned by Sayyiduna 
Ayshah it is better to apply perfume with musk or rose because they are purely 

fragrant without any colour. 

On the 10 th Dhul Hijah after (the sacrifice and having the head shaved, the pilgrim comes 
out of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and that which was disallowed to him because of the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) becomes lawful again but not sexual intercourse with his wife. After he 
finishes making the tawaf ziyarat, even that becomes lawful to him. 

THE SALAH (PRAYER) OF ZUHR OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD ON 

THE DAY OF SACRIFICE 


I Jp&\ jdc &)l All jjJiJ i£\ < noT ) 


oljj) 

2652. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that on the day of sacrifice, Allah's 

Messenger JLo hastened to Makkah (and performed th e fard(compulsory) 

circumambulation in the forenoon) and returned (in time) to offer the salah (prayer) 
of zuhr in Mina. 2 


COMMENTARY: It has been explained against hadith (tradition) # 2555 (chapter on the 
farewell pilgrimage) that the Prophet Muhammad ( *L-jUp.ai u JLe offered the zuhr in Makkah 
but offered the optional in Mina which Ibn Umar mistook for zuhr. 

SECTION II j*i\\ 

WOMEN NOT ALLOWED TO SHAVE HEAD 




2653. Sayyiduna Ali and Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's 

Messenger ( *JUjUpiiijLs» forbade the women from shaving their heads. 3 


COMMENTARY: When a woman puts off her ihram (pilgrim-robe) she should not shave her 
head (as men do). It also applies even otherwise. It is forbidden to women to shave their 
heads as to men to shave their beards. 


ONLY CLIP HAIR 





1 Bukhari # 1539, Muslim # 46.1191, Abu Dawud # 1745, Tirmidhi # 918, Nasa'i # 2685, Majah # 
2926, Muwatta Maalik # 17 (Hajj), Musnad Ahmad 6-186. 

2 Muslim # 335-1308 

3 Tirmidhi # 915 
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2654. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger sa id 

woman are not required to shave their head. They need only clip their hair." 1 

COMMENTARY: It is not wajib (obligatory) on a woman to shave her hair on relinquishing 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe) but it wajib (obligatory) on her to clip her hair on relinquishing the 
ihrarn (pilgrim-robe). 

However, it is wajib (obligatory) on men do one of these things: either shave hair or clip 
some of it though shaving is better. 

THE LIMIT: According to the Hanafis, if the head is shaved, it is wajib (obligatory) to share 
only one fourth of it though better to shave all of it. If hair is only clipped then it is wajib 
(obligatory) to clip only one fourth of all hair on head to the limit of the one division or 
portion of a finger, but mustahab (desirable) to clip all hair on the head. Ibn Hamman ifo-u*-> 
however, agrees with Imam (leader) Maalik that it is wajib (obligatory) to either shave 
all hair or clip all hair on the head, saying only that is correct. 

This chapter has no Section III. 


CHAPTER - X 


ABOUT WHAT IS PERMITTED (DIFFERENT DEEDS) & [j 

SECTION I JjSijAilt 

OUT OF SEQUENCE DEEDS OF HA// (PILGRIMAGE) 

(JUs J-M *t>»9 Vj ?&j\ (JUU 1 ^ ■ j\ jj (JLas (J+j » 

ji* 6$ jul jij J3iijj (jjjys. Vj Jsi i Jil Vij-L' Vj 


2655. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Aas ^ narrated that Allah's 

Messenger stopped at Mina during the Farewell Pilgrimage to enable the 

people to ask him what they wished to know. One man came and submitted, 'I did 
not know and I shaved before I sacrificed." He said, "Sacrifice now, it does not 
matter." Another man came and submitted that he was not aware and made the 
sacrifice before casting the pebbles, so he set him at rest, saying, "Cast them, now It 
does not matter." The Prophet was not asked about anything being done out of 
sequence without his pacifying them, "Do it (now). It does not matter." 

According to another version: A man came and submitted, "I shaved before 
throwing the pebbles." He convinced him that he could throw them (again), for, it 
did not matter. Another came with the problem that he had hastened to the house 
before throwing the pebbles and was told that he could throw them then and that 
did not matter. 2 


1 Abu Dawud # 1985, Darimi # 1906, Daraqutni # 165 (Hajj) 

2 Bukhari # 1736, Muslim # 327-1306, Tirmidhi # 917, Abu Dawud # 2014, Ibn Majah # 3051, Muwatta 
Maalik # 242 (Hajj) Musnad ahmad 2159. 




654 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


COMMENTARY: On the day of sacrifice, four things are done. The sequence is: 

(1) On coining to Mina, seven pebbles are thrown at jamrah aqabah which is a 
pillar. 

(2) The animals are sacrificed. The details have been mentioned previously. 

(3) Next, the head is shaved or hair are clliped. 

(4) Then the pilgrim goes to Makkah and perform the tnwaf. 

Most ulama (Scholars) say that in the light of the foregoing hadith (tradition), these deeds are 
performed in this sequence as a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad Imam 

(leader) Shafi'I and Imam (leader) Ahmad are among them. If the sequence is 
disturbed them no atonement is called for. However, some ulama (Scholars), including Imam 
(leader) Abu Hanifah and Imam (leader) Maalik assert that it is wajib (obligatory) 
to observe this sequence. They say that the Prophet Muhammad's words merely 

mean that there is no sin if the sequence is upset because of lack of knowledge, but it is wajib 
(obligatory) to slaughter an animal as dumm which is a goat or the like of it. 

Teebi pointes out that Sayyiduna ibn Abbas has narrated that a similar hadith 

(tradition) and he himself has made dumm wajib (obligatory) because of the actions being 
performed out of sequence. So, the contention of Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah and 
others is proved as correct. 



oljj) -JTV Jtia oJLUl U Sij i-£-w3j 

2656. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that on the day of sacrifice, the Prophet 

Muhammad was being asked (about advancing an act or putting it back). 

He would say. "It does not matter." A man asked him, "I cast pebbles after it was 
evening." He said, "It does not matter." 1 

COMMENTARY: The others Imams (leaders) (apart from Abu Hanifah) hold that if 
any one delays the casting of pebbles beyond sunset then dumm becomes wajib (obligatory) on 
him. So, they interpret the hadith (tradition) to mean 'after asr' when it say 'after evening.' 
The Hanafis say that on the tenth Dhul Hijjah it is allowed to throw the pebbles after dawn 
(and before sunrise) but with a dislike. After sunrise to zawal, it is masnun. After zawal to 
sunset it is allowed without dislike but the hours of masnun are missed. After sunset, which 
is night time, though allowed there is a dislike for it. 

It must be understood, however, that there is a dislike if anyone delays it without a reason till 
after sunrise and casts pebbles in the night. Thus, if shepherds and people like them can only 
cast pebbles in the night because they are disabled before that then there is no dislike for them. 
The Prophet Muhammad's words in the hadith (tradition), 'It does not matter' 

suggest that the person asking was a shepherd who could not cast pebbles during the day. 
Ibn Hammam said that if anyone delays casting of pebbles to such an e*.i.ent that it is 
morning then he should cast pebbles but he will have to atone and slaughter an animal. It 
is wajib (obligatory) to do so. This is the opinion of Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah but his 
two companions differ with him. On the two days after the day of sacrifice, the 11 th and 12 th 
of Dhul Hijjah, the masnun time of casting pebbles is from after zawal to sunset. After that 


jusjjj 


1 Bukhari # 1735. 
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till dawn is makruh(unbecoming) time. Thus according to Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah 
& the time of doing it is over after da'wn his two companions. Imam (leader) Abu Yusuf 
and Imam (leader) Muhammad contend that the time of doing it remains even 
after dawn. In other words, even after dawn, there is time to cast pebbles according to 
consensus though Imam (leader) Abu Hanifah says that valid time is over and it is 
redeeming time but the others say that it is valid time. 

On the fourth day, 13 th Dhul Hijjah, according to all of them the time, both valid and the 
redeeming, expires with sunset. So, not even a delayed rami is allowed. 

SECTION II frjfo 


' s' 

o\jj) -7:5*- Vj^jl Jll J 4 ! Jill jM f.U.J 


2657. Sayyiduna Ali said that a man came and submitted, "O Messenger of 

Allah, I (went to Makkah and) performed the taivaf' ifadah before shaving my 
head." He said, "Shave or clip hair (now). It does not matter, And another come and 
said, "I sacrificed before throwing pebbles." He said, "Throw pebbles (now). There 
is no harm." 1 


SECTION III 




J&\ ilu. & sin J* ** ji* j) Isui lAj (noA) 
SjSij] ojiljl Jjj£\ s jJ J4 c-4^ ill bgjll <>J idjib 

(JJ i JjP I 0 Ijj) £jh*. (j?jJ I tiJJu.9 ji>j 1 J4*J 


2658. Sayyiduna Usamah ibn Sharik narrated that he went out with Allah's 

Messenger J-t> to perform Hajj (pilgrimage). (He reported that) people 

thronged to him (with their enquiries). Someone asked, "O Messenger of Allah, I 
performed the Sa'I (or Sa'i) before I made the tawaf" Or, I did something after its 
due time." Or I did something before its due time." He would say, "It does not 
matter. Only (it matters) to one who defames a Muslim, One who is a wrongdoer. 
He is the sinful and he will perish." 2 

COMMENTARY: If SaT is done before assuming the ihrmn (pilgrim-robe) or before 
performing the tawaf qudum or optional tawaf then that would not be proper. There is no 
lurm in performing SaT before tawaf ifaddh. But, it is imperative that SaT should be 
observed after assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and performing the tawaf, even if it is an 
optional tawaf 

For an outsider the questioner's making SaT before tawaf would imply tawaf ifadah, but 
tawaf qudum. For a Makkan, ii would be after an optional taivaf 

The hadith (tradition) concludes with a note of warning to one who wrong or defames 
anyone. However, if such a thing is done for the sake of religion, then there is no harm, and 
the doer is not sinful. 


1 Tirmidhi # 917 (narrated by Abdullah ibn Amir) Bukhari # S3 Muslim # 1306, Abe Dawud 

# 2014, Ibn Majah # 3051, Musnad Ahmad # 6499. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2015. 
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CHAPTER - XI 

THE SERMON ON THE DAY OF SACRIFICE j 

CASTING PEBBLES ON THE DAY OF ' ' ' " " ' , J*. 

TASHRIQ AND BIDDING FAREWELL £ ^ V 

SECTION I 

SERMON ON THE DAY OF SACRIFICE 

jl i£il ji jtl ,J^l Hdsl jll § 

iilsJIjSi JLuS Jji> i^j! IJ4i USI il!31 o>U3l 

3l)l LilS 1 Jub -£^ r ~ > & ^ (^jLoa. (JJ? U-* - ?*-' J jj S-XiaJlj j 

dl ilk jls if Jls ^IsU | J jlS5 <u-S!JL Ail fijS Ji eJUs Jit AJ 

iIa^jj &Q jil^di SifcSi uiilf jii ^iJL Ail iSjS Ji viJjJ jlii aJ dii 

vLASJfi J?id4.^iii^crPi jil^ijL^iiAiiilli Ji^^il iliiAij^jjALidi 
^ q ili ji jL q i lb jij£ j.£& j»Ls\jca$ jJijijii j jf 

I jj L v ^. 9 ^1 ^p.^^iic-1 Lj U . 3__p.^3,j ^ ^ j JtftlT ■‘Ti jl«Lb 


2659. Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah a^i^j narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

delivered to them a sermon on the day of sacrifice. He said, "(O people!) Time 
(meaning the year) has covered its cycle according to the nature on which it was 
when Allah had created the heavens and the earth. The year is made up of twelve 
months, four of which are sacred three of them consecutive, namely Dhul qadah. 
Dhul hijjah and Muharrram, and (the fourth) Rajab of Mudar which lies between 
Jumada (ath-thani) and Sha'ban." 

Then, he asked, 'what month is this?" They said, "Allah and His Messenger know 
best." He observed silence so that they presumed that he would give it a new name, 
but he asked, "Is it not Dhul Hijjah?" They confirmed, "of course!" He asked, 
"What town is it?" They submitted, "Allah and His Messenger know best." So, he 
observed silence till they presumed that he would give it a new name, b*u he asked, 
"Is it not al-Baldah?" they affirmed, "Of course!" 

He asked, "What day is it?" They submitted that Allah and His Messenger 

know best. He remained silent till they presumed that he would give it a new 
name when he asked, "Is it not the day of sacrifice?" They confirmed, "Of course!" 
He said, "Your blood, your properties and your honour are as sacred to you as the 
sacredness of this day of yours, in this town of yours, in this month of yours. You 
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shall meet your Lord and He shall ask you about your deeds; Beware! Do not revert 
after my death to misguidance. Do not cut off necks of each other." 

"Know! Have I conveyed (the message, commands of Allah"?" They affirmed, 
"Yes!" He said, "O Allah, be witness! So, those who are present here must convey to 
those who are not present here, for, many a one to whom it is conveyed remembers 
more than him who hears." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Shafi'is content that it is mustahab (desirable) to deliver a sermon on 
the first day of sacrifice, 10 th Dhul Hijjah. But, the Hanafis say that it is mustahab (desirable) 
on the second day. 11 th Dhul Hijjah. Thus, according to the Hanafis, three sermons are 
delivered in Dhul Hijjah: on the 7 th , 9 th and 11 th . The rules of hajj are mentioned in these 
sermons. Other ahadith speak of the Prophet Muhammad's sermon on the 11 th . 

It is said about this hadith that the Prophet Muhammad < 0 * m may have delivered 
this sermon by way of a reminder and an admonition while he may have delivered the 
principal sermon on the very next day. 

The year being of twelve months is mentioned in the Quran: 

Vl (jpjVtj I aJJ1 IU1 4 JJI Sis~ I s-lt ^ \ jI 

{Surely, the number of the months, with Allah, is twelve month in the Book of 
Allah since the day when He created the heavens and the earth...} (9:36) 

This saying of the Prophet Muhammad -SiiJLs rejects the Arabs who had made changes 
to the month of the year. They had a year of twelve months followed by another of thirteen 
months. In this way, they put off the performance of hajj by one month after every two years. 
Other months also changed and the sacred months were no exception. They lost their sanctity 
and other became sacred. For instance, they forbade fighting in months when it was not 
forbidden and fought during the sacred month when it was forbidden. Thus, Muharram, 
Safar and other months also changed their places in the calendar. Allah says about it: 

{The shifting of sacred month is only an addition into dis-belief.} (9:37) 

Allah declared their calculation as false and brought back each month at its proper place. 
The month of Dhul Hijjah was at its original place when the prophet Muhammad 
(Jl-j performed the farewell pilgrimage. This is what the Prophet Muhammad ( A-jUf-<ast cs L> 
stressed when he begem the address. And, he forbade that months be changed. 

Baydawi said that when the Arabs of the jahiliyah had *o fight in a sacred month, 
they called it lawful and replaced some other month as a sacred month. They changed the 
peculiarities of every month, but retained only the numbers. 

The sentence: 'The year is made up of twelve months' stands by itself, elaborating the 
preceding sentence. Four of these months are sacred. There can be no killing, fighting, 
warfare are wrangling in these months. Allah says: 

{....So wrong not yourselves during them} (9:36) 

Most ulama (Scholars), however, assertt hat the command not to fight in the sacred months 


1 Bukhari # 1741, Muslim # 31-1679, Ibn Majah # 233, Darimi # 1916, Musnad Ahmad 5-40. 
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and -not to engage in warfare has been abrogated. They interpret the word (uliai) - (<*&) - 
'wrongdoing' - 'wrong' - to mean 'perpetrating evil/ In this case, the verse would mean: 
'Do riot cause yourselves to suffer by perpetrating sin during these months because just as 
it is -tfery bad to commit sin in the the state of ihram (pilgrim-robe), so too it is very bad to 
comrliit sin in these months. 

xMudar was a tribe of the Arabs. They gave too much respect to the month of Rajab and 
sanctified it. This is why the Prophet Muhammad (JL. j Up Jit ascribed the month to this 
tribe^ 'Rajab Mudar.' 

The prophet Muhammad (JL. j Up istJL* asked the people the names of the month, day and 
town to get them to realize their sanctity. They may know the importance of what he said 
and resolve to abide by what he said next. 

Their answer that only Allah and His Messenger ,Jl.jUp^JU> know best was not only out of 
respect but also to know what the Prophet Muhammad meant. 

Some versions have instead of 'do not revert to misguidance after my death' the word 
(’yes') disbelief. The sentence would then mean: 'do not resemble the infidels in your deeds 
after my death lest like them you slay each other. 

SCHEDULE OF RAMI ON ELEVENTH & TWELFTH 


ojktl.9 4 -pjts u1 ij, (JLs jLiil ^j\ c-JLi (JLa O'TV) 


2660. Sayyiduna Wabarah said that he asked Sayyiduna Ibn Umar ^ jin 

"When may I cast pebbles at the jamarat (on the 11 th and 12 th Dhul Hijjah)?" He 
said, "Cast them when your imam casts them." (He meant that he should follow one 
who knows these things better.) But, he repeated his query to him. He said, "we 
used to wait for the right time to do it and when the sun declined, we cast the 
pebbles." 1 

SEQUENCE OF RAMI JAMARAT 



((_£ jl>%J! o i j j) I ! cJjl j 1 JlSIa 


2661. Sayyiduna Saalim said that Sayyiduna Ibn Umar -up iut used to cast 
seven pebbles at the nearest of the jamarat (which is jamarah oola) calling 'Allahu 
Akbar,at each casting. Then he went forward will he came to a smooth land where 
he stood facing the qiblah for a long time during which he made supplication with 
his hands raised (till the time it takes one to recite surah al-Baqarah). Then he cast 


1 Bukhari # 1746, Abu Dawud # 1972. 
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seven pebbles at Jamrah wusta calling the takbir at each throw. Then, he moved to 
the left side and went till he came to smooth land, stood facing the qiblah and made 
supplication with raised hands, standing there for a long time till he finally cast 
seven pebbles at jamrah aqabah from the depth of the valley calling the takbir at 
each pebble he threw but did not stand near this jamrah. Then, he departed from 
there, saying "This is how I saw the Prophet Muhammad ju do it." 1 

COMMENTARY: Though the foregoing sequence is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad according to the Hanafis, yet it is better not to upset it because this 

sequence is wajib (obligatory) in the sight of Imam ShafiT ifo and others. It is also 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad to make the rami at all the jamrat one 

after the other, but Imam Maalik fa***-) regards it as wajib (obligatory). 

The rami at jamrah aqabah is made from the depths of the valley and it is a sunnah(Practice 
of Holy Prophet Muhammad Hidayah has it that they may also be cast from the 

height but that would be against the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 
No reason is given why standing and making supplication near the jamrah aqabah is not 
established. Some ulama (Scholars) have, however, suggested some reasons for that. 

IS IT WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) OR SUNNAH(PRACTICE OF HOLY PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD ^TO STOP OVERNIGHT IN MINA 





2662. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that Sayyiduna Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib 

sought permission of Allah's Messenger to remain in Makkah oh 

the nights that are spent in Mina because of his assignment of supplying water (of 
zamzam). So, he gave him permission. 2 

COMMENTARY: It is mustahab (desirable) to drink the water of zamzam after tawaf ifadah. 
There used to be several ponds near the well of zamzam for the convenience of the 
pilgrims. The supervision of this arrangement was in the hands of the Prophet 
Muhammad's JLo uncle, Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib ^ ^> He had a team of 

assistants to discharge this assignment. 

Many ulama (Scholars) maintain that it is wajib (obligatory) to stay in Mina x on these nights. 
Imam Abu Hanifah says that it is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad Upiiiiju 
and one verdict of Imam Shafi'I Wj and Imam Ahmad j agrees with him. 

It must be understood that staying overnight means staying most of the night which is 
more than half of it. The same ruling applies to nights during which it is mustahab (desirable) 
to keep vigil in the night for worship, like the laylat ul qadr etc. To stay awake on these 
nights is to keep awake for most part of the night. 

Imam Abu Hanifah & and others point out that if it was wajib (obligatory) to stay 
overnight in Mina, then the prophet Muhammad ,*JL -j JU would not have permitted 

Sayyiduna Abbas Aipin^j to go to Makkah on these nights so it is sunnah(Practice of Holy 


1 Bukhari # 1752. 

2 Bukhari # 1745, Muslim # 346.1315, Abu Dawud # 3065, Darimi # 1943, Musnad Ahmad 2-19. 
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Prophet Muhammad to stay here. 

Some hanafi ulama (Scholars) say that if anyone has a valid, strong reason to go out of 
Mina, then he may give up stay in Mina on the nights when one stays here. In others 
words, they means that it is not proper to give up the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad ^without reason. 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD AT THE PLACE OF DISTRIBUTION OF 

ZAMZAM 


b JiljJl jlil JdLstf &14JI jl jLj gi ,& t J* ill jjJ-J (mr) 

b (jlil jjjLil Jill Uj^Cr 6-2 >LsJ j^> «Ih jj-ij cJU i£JUSl Jj, j-Ia 


j o JisLl Ml dJ50 V j3 jtl ji ,> jijtf ljiii-1 jlii l&§ 


((^jlivJl oljj) (||1 jl£i 

2663. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's Messenger came 

to the source of drinking water and sought some of it. Sayyiduna Al-Abbas 
instructed Fadl to go to his mother and bring for Allah's Messenger some drink 
from her (out of the water of zamzam that she had). But, he again asked for water 
(from that pool). Sayyiduna Abbas said, "O Messenger of Allah, people put 

their hands into it." But, he said "Give me to drink (from here. It does not matter if 
they put their hands into it)." He drank some of it. 

Then he went to the (well of) zamzam where they strived hard to supply water. He 
urged them. Saying, 'Carry on, for you are doing a good task!" Then he said, "were 
it not that the people would presurise you, I would go down and put the rope on 
this." Pointing to his shoulder (He meant that the people would then vie with each 
other to emulate him). 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Abbas said that most of the people had dirty hands 

and they immersed their hands in the pool. He had fresh, pure zamzam at home and had 
instructed Fadl, his son, to bring for the Prophet Muhammad ( JL.j* s lp-an LS JLo from that. But, the 
Prophet Muhammad pL-jUpit did not accept that offer. He said that there was no harm 
in that and preferred to have water from the common pool. The people loved to drink 
water that remained after the Prophet Muhammad JL» had drunk as a means of 

blessing. Also, Sayyiduna Anas narrated in a marfu form: "It is part of humbleness 

that a man drink what is left-over by his brother." However, what is generally quoted by 
people: j^J) (there is healing in the left-over of the believers), the ulama (Scholars) 

write that this hadith is unknown. There is no proof of its being sound. 

According to this hadith under discussion, the Prophet Muhammad (*!-._)*Jp<8 * did not 
come down from his camel to draw water from the well. But, according to the tradition of 
Sayyiduna Ata after he had performed the tawaf ifadah, he drew water from the 

well of zamzam in a bucket without anyone's help and dropped back into the well 


1 Bukhari # 1635. 
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whatever remained in the bucket. 

The fact is that the first time he did not alight from the she camel because of a heavy crowd. 
This is as the hadith of Ibn Abbas **> Then he came again and, finding an opportunity, 
he pulled a bucketful of water. This is the hadith of Ata. 


THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S FAREWELL TAWAF 


iljJLS JM* ujjf 


o\jj) —<0<tiU»9 Jo-5 

2664. Sayyiduna Anas said that the Prophet Muhammad (jL-jUtiiiiJU. offered 

the salah (prayer) of zuhr, asr, maghrib and isha in al-Muhassab. Then he rode to 
the House and performed the tazuaf. 1 

COMMENTARY: Muhassab is a land where too many pebbles are found, but this one Al- 
Muhassab is the proper name of a place between Makkah and Madinah. It is called Abtah. 
Batha and Khayf Banu Kinanah. Hence, another version says that the Prophet Muhammad 
^offered the salah (prayer) at abtah. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S SALAH (PRAYER) ON THE DAYS OF AT- 

TARWIYAH & AN-NAFR 


4JJI (Jj-ij U*- tldi CjJ.U (J^\ J {J} (Y"V\0) 

S&Vl Jj&JbtjjiJMSi J* 65'U iijjl Jjljduj* 651 

■ JiijUi'Jill jllji 


2665. Sayyiduna Abdul Aziz ibn rufay j said that he asked Sayyiduna Anas ibn 
Maalik to inform him what he knew about Allah's Messenger (►UjUpii "Where 
did he offer the salah (prayer) of zuhr on the day of at-tarwiyah (which is 8 th Dhul 
Hijjah)?" He said, "At Mina." Then he asked, "Where did he offer the salah (prayer) 
of asr on the day of an-nafr (Which is 13 th of Dhul Hijjah)?" He said, "At al-Abtah" 
Then Anas *^ 1 ,^ advised him to do as his leaders do. 2 
COMMENTARY: He advised Abdul Aziz to do as the amir did because if he did 
otherwise he might suffer wrath of the amir. Moreover, it is not necessary in this case to 
offer salah (prayer) of zuhr and asr on the day of at-tarwiyah and, an nafr at the same place 
where the Prophet Muhammad j*JL*offered these salah (prayer). 

The preceding tradition mentions the salah (prayer) of zuhr in muhassab on the day of an- 
nafr. In the second hadith. Anas was not asked about it, so he said nothing. 


IS IT SUNNAH TO STAY IN ABTAH? 

sS'i jLy ill Ja jiji jj-W 4J 3 uli jii. ctsVi jjji jil 

(4 Jj 3 °) _ 7 ? 3 ^^ I i! —7 ^ * — 1 


1 Bukhari # 1756, Darimi # 1873. 

2 Bukhari # 1763, Muslim # 336-1309, Abu Dawud # 1912, Tirmidhi # 964, Nasa'i # 2997. 
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2666. Sayyidah Ayshah ue-k^j said that it is not a sunnaK(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad k Ju>) to stop at Al-Abtah. Allah's Messenger k Jl* had 

stopped there only that it might be easier for him to depart (from Makkah) when he 
had returned from there. 1 

COMMENTARY: On the 13 th Dhul Hijjah, when the Prophet Muhammad <J±k 
returned, from mina, he stopped at abtah or Muhassab only to leave his luggage there and 
proceed to Makkah. After performing tawaf al-wada (farewell circumambulation) and 
when he decided to return to Madinah, he would travel lightly. 

Some people, however, insist that it is a sunndh(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 

to stop at Muhassab and it is a part of the deeds of hajj. This is the view of Sayyiduna 
Ibn Umar k ^> His evidence is that the Prophet Muhammad (Jl-jUp-Sii Ju> had said in 
Mina. "Tomorrow, insha Allah, we shall be at Khayf Banu Kinanah (which is Muhassab) 
and stay there. The background of this was that it was here in khayf Banu Kinanah that the 
idolaters had covenanted a pact while the Prophet Muhammad jL>was in Makkah 

to interdict Banu Hashim and Banu Abdul Muttalib completely - socially and 
commercially - till they handed over the Prophet Muhammad JL> to them. Thus 

when Islam became dominant, the Prophet Muhammad ^JL.j k wished to make 
manifest the symbols of Islam in a place where till recently idolatry had dominated and 
had conspired against Islam. In this way, he expressed gratitude for Allah's blessings when 
He gave Islam power and dominance. 

Tabarani k^j has quoted Sayyiduna Umar ^k^j in Awsat that it is a sunnah(Praclice of 
Holy Prophet Muhammad to stay overnight at Abtah on the day of an-nafr. 

Moreover, Umar **used to command people to stay here on this night. 

It is stated in the Hidayah, the most famous book of Hanafi fiqh, "The more correct fact is 
that the Prophet Muhammad stayed in abtah for the night to demonstrate to the 

idolaters the power of Allah. The place where they had sat together to proscribe the 
Muslims and show their might came under Muslim dominance by the mercy of Allah, so it 
is sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad to spend the night here. 

However, some authorities assert that it is not a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad 
to spend the night in Muhassab because the Prophet Muhammad ^ 3 AJs-kj^> 
stay was by a coincidence the Prophet Muhammad freedman Abu Rafi 

who was incharge of the Prophet Muhammad's luggage stopped there. He had 

no prior command of the Prophet Muhammad Among those who say that the 

stay at Muhassab is not a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad k are 

Sayyiduna ibn Abbas wk^j and Sayyidah Ayshah as may be deduced from the 

hadith under discussion (# 2666). 

In short, the correct thing is that the Prophet Muhammad U* k had stayed in 
Muhassab even by a coincidence so, it is better that one should stay here as other sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) and the righteous caliphs ^k^j did. But, if any one does 

not stop here, then there is no harm in it. 


1 Bukhari # 1765, Muslim # 339-1311, Abu Dawud # 2008, Tirmidhi # 923, Ibn Majah # 3067, Musnad 
Ahmad 6-230. 
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PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S DEPARTURE AFTER THE FAREWELL TAWAF 


4l3l oAi 
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2667. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that she assumed the Hiram (pilgrim-robe) 

for umrah at Tanim. She then came in and performed her umrah. Allah's Messenger 
waited for her at Abtah till she had finished. Then he asked the People 
to set out and he to get out. As he come by the House, he performed the tawaf 
before the salah (prayer) of fajr. Then he went out towards Madinah. {This hadith 
was not found by the compiler in Bukhari and Muslim but in Abu Dawud with 
some difference} 1 


FAREWELL TAWAF IS WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) 


jlzj git ill j-£ JlM Jj-ij Jill 44.J q tr&l Jtl cA\c£j ^ YTU ) 


2668. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas said that the people dispersed in every direction. 

So, Allah's Messenger ,%JL. 3 *A*hj~e said, "None of you must depart without fulfilling 
his last duty at the House, except that it is waived for the menstruating woman." 2 
COMMENTARY: The last thing a pilgrim does after doing all the rites of the pilgrimage is 
to perform a tawaf before he departs. It is called tawaf wada and also tawaf sadr and it is 
wajib (obligatory) on the aafaqi (a foreigner) though he may continue to stay in Makkah after 
that for as many more days as he likes, but it is better to perform it just before going from. 
Makkah. In fact, Imam Abu Hanifah Jh j said that if anyone performs the tawaf wada 
(farewell) during the day but stays on till after isha, then it is better for him to make 
another tawaf wada (farewell) before departing from Makkah. 

This tawaf is wajib (obligatory) neither on the Makkans nor on those who reside within the 
miqat. It is also not wajib (obligatory) on anyone who has settled in Makkah. And.intends to 
depart from there. 

This tawaf is also not wajib (obligatory) on one who has missed his hajj. It is not wajib 
(obligatory) on one who performs the umrah. 

Moreover, there is neither rami in this tawaf nor sa'I thereafter. 


TAWAF WADA WAIVED IF THERE IS AN EXCUSE 


(3*~° ) -L? jA* t-9 Jti JJo 1 0*9 U»j (jiL*. 2£ 46 s 


2669. Sayyiduna Ayshah <5» said that Sayyidah Safiyah experienced 
menstruation on the right preceding (or following see commentary) yawm un nafr 


1 Abu Dawud # 2006, but Masabih has it in Section I. 

2 Bukhari # 1755, Muslim # 379.1327, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah, Ahmad. 
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• arid lamented / 'I think I shall hold you back." The Prophet Muhammad pLjUc4ii^Lp 
expressed words of astonishment and regret, and asked, 'Had she performed the 
tawaf (of ziyarah) on the day of sacrifice?" He was told,"Yes" So, he said, "Go (no 
need to stay back)." 1 

^COMMENTARY: The words (^Jt ?J .3JU) the night preceding the day of sacrifice is the one on 
which the Prophet Muhammad pL,jUc.i#i jl> stayed in Muhassab, the night of 13 th Dhul Hijjah. 
It must be borne in mind that in the references to hajj, the night is related to the day that has 
passed (as spoken in English) not to the day that will follow (as spoken in Arabic and Urdu, 
for instance Thursday night precedes Thursday and comes at sunset on Wednesday. In the 
light of this explanation, the translation of the hadith will have to be amended) the right of 
Yawm us nafr (13 th Dhul Hijjah) is, therefore, the one that follows the day of 13 th . 

Sayyidah Safiyah ^ucfiii^j presumed that tawaf wada could not be omitted even if there is a 
reason for that just as tawaf ziyarah could not be omitted. So, she said that she ill be the 
cause of detention of everyone till her menses ended and she had a both and performed the 
tawaf The Prophet Muhammad pJLjUc-itjL* had presumed that she had not made the tawaf 
ziyarah. On learning that she had, indeed, performed it, he said that she could return to 
Madinah without tawaf wada' because if there is a reason its wajib (obligatory) nature is 
waived. If, however, the tozya/ziyarah was pending, then she would have had to wait. 

The words literally mean 'perish and to be wounded' and though it is a curse, the 

Arabs are accustomed to use such sentences out of love without meaning to curse. 

SECTION II -J&\ 

PROPHET'S ADVICE ON THE DAY OF SACRIFICE 


&T 4 j 4 ^ y? & (nv * ) 
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2670. Sayyiduna Amir ibn al Ahwas ** M narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger JL> ask the people on the day of the Farewell pilgrimage, 'what 

day is it today?" They said. So, indeed, your blood, your properties and your 
honour are sacred to each other of you as he sanctity of this your day in this your 
town. Know! A saw only wrong himself. Know! A wrongdoer must not wrong his 
child nor a child must wrong its parent. Indeed, the devil has despaired of ever 
being worshipped in this your town, yet obedience will be shown to him in what 
you consider minor deeds of no significance and you perform them He will be 
pleased with that." 2 

COMMENTARY: The great hajj, or hajj akbar, means the hajj itself, Allah says: 


1 Bukhari # 1731, Muslim # 387.1211, Ibn Majah # 3072, Musnad Ahmad 6-85. 

2 Tirmidhi # 2166, Ibn Majah # 3055 
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{And (this is) a proclamation from Allah and His Messenger to (all) the people on 
the day of the Greater pilgrimage that Allah is free from obligation to the 
associators / and so is His Messenger.} (9:3) 

The qualifying word akbar (great) is used with liajj because umrah is called hajj asghar 
(minor liajj). The well known exegete Baydawi said that eed ul adha, which is 10 th 
Dhul Hijjjah, is called the day of hajj akbar because not only is hajj perfected this day but 
also all great deeds of hajj are performed this day. According to a tradition, during the 
farewell pilgrimage, the prophet Muhammad (JL- jUpii stood near the jamrat on the day 
of sacrifice (eed ul adha) and said, "This is the day of hajj akbar (the great hajj)." 

No wrongdoer wrongs his son... It means that wrongdoing of father or of son is not 
blamed on son or father respectively. The wrongdoer is himself blamed and seized. This is 
like the verse of the Quran; 


1J j J 5JJ1J Vj 


{No burdened soul will bear the burden of another} (17:15) 

Of course, this is not limited to father and son but it is a universal concept. No one is 
blamed for another's faults, be they related or not. 

Some exponents drop the word (Vi) and hold that the sentence is negative to mean: 'no 
wrongdoer must wrong himself.' If anyone wrongs another then he actually wrongs 
himself, for, by doing so, he becomes liable to be punished. 

The devil is despaired for ever that he would be worshipped in Makkah or would be 
obeyed by having anyone else worshipped. It means that no non Muslim would enter this 
town. It is a different thing that anyone comes disguised and worships someone other than 
Allah secretly. 

However, deeds would be performed in obedience to the devil. They will be sins like 
slaying someone, robbing people and so on, and giving no thought to minor sins. Actually, 
one who does not worry about minor sins obeys the devil who is pleased with this attitude. 
Those deeds then lead him to more and a greater mischief. 


jLj sissiil J* jjjl jjiJ dJj jlS ^ CA iA-j < nv ' > 

( e\jj) — (j-djl j klZjizZ 


2671. Sayyiduna Rafi ibn Amr al Muzani ** ^t >j narrated that he saw Allah's 

Messenger in Mina on the day of sacrifice in t he forenoon sitting on a 

mule who had hair reddish on top but grey at the roots. He addressed the people 
Sayyiduna Ali relayed whatever he said (for the convenience of those who 

were afar). The people were either seated or standing. 1 




0 JU 


SCHEDULE OF TAWAF ZIYARAH 
SJbplol^rflkt 4UI 415! ij 


1 Abu Dawud # 1956. 
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2672. Sayyiduana Ayshah u^'^„> and Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that Allah's 

Messenger J^> deferred the tazcn/ziyarah on the day of sacrifice till night. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad jd-gave permission to women and 
others to put off the frmw/ziyarah on the day of sacrifice till nightfall. It does not say that he 
postponed his own taioaf ziyarah, for, he is known to have made it at the time of the 
sacrifice and then offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr in Makkah or Mina. 

Teebi said that Imam ShafiT hold its time commences after midnight of eed ul 
adha. Other imams say that it begins after dawn of that day and there is no closing time. 
Imam Abu Hanifah holds that it is zoajib (obligatory) in the days of sacrifice. After that 
dumm will be due and it will be zoajib (obligatory) to slaughter an animal as penalty. 

NO RAML IN TAWAF ZIYARAH 



(A-aXoilrflj Jjtajjl e\jj) 

2673. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

did not make ramal in the tawaf ziyarah. 2 

COMMENTARY: Ramal has been explained previously as walking rapidly while jerking 
shoulder and pulling out the chest. 

The Prophet Muhammad ^j u* in JL* did not observe ramal in tawaf ziyarah which is 
fard(compulsory) because he had observed that in tawaf qudum. 

The ruling is based on this. If anyone has made there is no ramal in tawaf ziyarah and no 
sa'I thereafter. If anyone has not done both these things in tawaf qudum then he must do 
both of them with tawaf ziyarah. 

WHEN DOES ONE IS SACRED STATE FIND THE PROHIBITED BECOME LAWFUL 


& JU. iii Axisil § j** Ju l jt! jisj ad£ djJi (nvo-Yivi) 

■ o 6 £ 
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2674. Sayyidah Ayshah 1 $*^^ narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "when one of you casts pebbles at jamrat ul aqabah everything becomes 
lawful to him but not women." 3 

2675. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that he said, "when he casts pebbles at 

the jamrah, everything becomes lawful to him but not women (after shaving or 
clipping hair)." 4 


1 Abu Dawud # 2000, Tirmidhi # 921, Ibn Majah # 5059, Musnad Ahmad 1-309 

2 Abu Dawud # 2001, Ibn Majah # 3060. 

3 Abu Dawud # 1978, Daraqutni # 179, (Muwaqat) Musnad Ahmad 6-143, Sharh us sunriah(Practice of 
Holy Prophet Muhammad 

4 Nasa'i # 3084, Musnad Ahmad 
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THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S RAMI OF JAMARAT 
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2676. Sayyidah Ayshah reported that Allah's Messenger (►L-jUtifl JL* observed 

that fard(cornpulsory) taivaf towards t he end of his day when he offered the salah 
(prayer) of zuhr. Then, he returned to Mina and stayed there through the nights of 
the days of tashriq (11 th , 12 th , 13 th Dhul Hijjah). He threw pebbles at the jamrah after 
the declination of the sun, casting seven at each and calling the takbir 
simultaneously with each pebble. He stood long at the first and the second making 
supplication humbly. And he cast pebbles at the third but did not stand next to it. 1 
COMMENTARY: This hadith says explicitly that the Prophet Muhammad ^j to JU> 

offered the salah (prayer) of zuhr on the 10 th Dhul Hijjah in Makkah, not in Mina. 

He did not stand next to jamrah aqabah, but it does not imply that he simply did not stand. 
Rather, he did not stand long for supplication, but made supplication while he was in 
motion from there. 


SEQUENCE OF RAMI ON DAYS OF TASHRIQ 


jl jXlj 4AJ! Ji-o 4131 Jj-ij Jts alii cA cA (jf lyi-j (YTVV) 
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2677. Sayyiduna Abui Badah ibn Aasim ibn Adi reported on he authority of 
his father that Allah's Messenger s^toj*? gave permission to the hardsmen of the 
camels to skip the night of Mina and to cast pebbles on the day of sacrifice. 
Thereafter, they cold make the casting (of pebbles of two days together after the day 
of sacrifice and cast on any of these days. 2 

COMMENTARY: Teebi toA^j said that the Prophet Muhammad ,jL.j-uip-aiijL> had permitted 
the shepherds not to stay the nights in Mina during the days of tashriq to be able to tend to 
their animals. 

They were to cast pebbles on the jamrah aqabah on the tenth, skip the eleventh and cast 
pebbles on twelfth for two days together. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that the casting of the eleventh cannot be advanced and of the 
twelfth cannot be made on the eleventh. But, it can be put off twelfth. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1973, Daraqutni # 179 (Muwaqit) Musnad Ahmad 6-90. 

2 Abu Dawud # 1975, Tirmidhi # 956, Nasa'i # 3069, Ibn Majah # 3037, Muwatta Maalik # 218 ( Hajj) 
Musnad Ahmad 5-450. 
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CHAPTER - XII 

7 

THAT FROM WHICH ONE WHO IS IN 

IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) MUST REFRAIN 5 


We have stated earlier that with the assumption of the ihram (-pilgrim-robe), certain things 
become unlawful to the muhrim. It is necessary for him to abstain from them. Some of them 
are such that if perpetrated dumm which is to slaughter an animal, does not become wajib 
(obligatory) on him. In this chapter those things are mentioned from which a muhrim must 
keep away. Additionally. Such things are also stated as are permissible to him. 

Some of these prohibited things when perpetrated make sadaqah (charity) wajib (obligatory) 
to the extent of half a sa (which is one kilogram and 633 grams) of wheat, or one sa' (which 
is three kilograms and 266 grams) of barley. 

Some make a lesser amount of sadaqah (charity) wajib (obligatory). 

Some call for any unspecified tiling in a little quantity as wajib (obligatory) (A muhrim is one 
who has assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe).) 

SECTION I 

THAT WHICH HE IS DISALLOWED TO WEAR 



Sg Y jLi.1 Yj cilajLl Y J Yj IJ-^1 Y j ^sUjJI Y J u filo) 1 Y is 
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2678. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar ^ narrated that a man asked Allah's 
Messenger "What may a muhrim wear of the clothing?" He said, 'Do not 

wear the shirt turbans, trousers, hooded cloaks, or socks but if any of you does not 
have sandals then he may wear socks cutting them below the ankles. And do not 
wear clothing on which saffron or wurs is applied." 

According to a version of Bukhari, he also said, "A woman muhrim should not put a 
veil over her face and not wear hand gloves." 1 
COMMENTARY: The shirt, trousers, etc. may not be worn in the normal manner, but may 
be thrown over, or wrapped round, the body to cover the nakedness. This will not amount 
to wearing them. 

The same applies to the cap, turban or head coverings like bumus. If anything 
unconventional is carried on the head then it is not wearing it. A pitcher or any vessel may 
be carried on the head. 

As for the socks. Imam Abu Hanifah means the bone at the back of the foot and Imam 
Shafi'I means the ankles as generally understood and which are washed in ablution. 


1 Bukhari # 1542, Muslim # 1-1177, Tirmidhi # 834, Abu Dawud # 1823, Nasa'i # 2667, Ibn Majah # 
2929, Darimi # 1798, Muwatta Maalik # 8 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 2-32. 
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They must be bared. 

The scholars differ on whether one who does not have sandals and puts on socks, will he 
have to pay the fidyah (ransom) as wajib (obligatory)? Imam Maalik and Imam Shafi'I 
«#>*■**-j say that nothing is wajib (obligatory) on him, but Imam Abu Hanifah says that it 
is wajib (obligatory) on him to pay the fidyah just as one who is in a state of ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) is compelled to shave his hair for some reason then he may do so and pay the fidyah. 
Wurs is a kind of grass yellowish in colour. It is used for dying. Clothes dyed in saffron 
wars are disallowed because these things have fragrance. 

Women may not veil their faces but they may conceal their faces in such a way that the 
covering does not touch their faces. The Hanafis also forbid men from covering their faces 
while they are in a state of ihram (pilgrim-robe). Imam Maalik and Imam Ahmad 
also hold the same opinion according to one version. However, Imam Shafi'I holds a 
different opinion. 

It is disallowed to sit in a howdah if the head touches it, otherwise it is not disallowed. It is 
also not allowed to stand underneath the covering of the ka'bah and a tent if the head 
touches it, otherwise it is not disallowed. 


• s 


IjJ, (Jjis J-ij ci-JaSt (Jh® (Jl! (J-ilc- c£\ cAj ( nv< \) 


2679. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger *J*kj*e 

say while he delivered a sermon, "When the muhrim does not find shoes, he may 
put on socks. And when he does not find the waist wrapper, he may wear trousers." 1 
COMMENTARY: When a waist vyrapper is not available, the pilgrim may wear trousers. 
According to Imam Shafi'I no fidyah will be wajib (obligatory) on him. Imam Abu 
Hanifah j said that he should tear the trousers and wrap them around, but if he wears 
them in the conventional fashion then he will be liable to pay dumm which means that it is 
wajib (obligatory) on him to slaughter an animal. 


J4--5 ® *ti I£UI £gJJI t^fT (3^9 4—^1 <jj| ^3*^ 


Oruo 
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2680. Sayyiduna Ya'la ibn Umayyah ** & narrated: We were with the prophet 
Muhammad u* in JL* in ji'ranah when a villager came to him wearing an 
overflowing long coat heavily perfumed with khuluq (prepared with saffron and of 
Yellowish red colour). He submitted, "O Messenger of Allah, I assumed the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) of umrah while I had this coat on me." He said, "Wash off the 
perfume that is on you three times and as for the shirt, take it off. Then perform 
your umrah as you would perform your hajj." 2 


1 Bukhari # 1841, Muslim # 4-1178, Abu Dawud # 1829, Nasa'i # 2671, Ibn Majah # 2931, Darimi # 
1799, Musnad Ahmad 1-215. 

2 Bukhari # 1536, Muslim # 6-1180, Abu Dawud # 1819 
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COMMENTARY: Men are forbidden to use saffron; and Khuluq is prepared chiefly 
with saffron. So the prophet Muhammad asked him to wash it off. He said 

that it should be done three times only to get rid of it absolutely, otherwise the purpose 
was to remove it. 

The concluding sentence means that whatever is forbidden to one who has assumed the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) of hajj is also forbidden to the pilgrim who performs umrah. 

RULING: It is allowed to a muhrim to apply collyrium that is not perfumed provided it is 
not done to beautify oneself. If anyone applies scented collyrium, it is makruh 
(unbecoming) even if that be not for adornment. 

Whatever is forbidden because of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) will make fidyah essential if 
perpetrated willfully according to the unanimous verdict of the ulama (Scholars). But, if 
anyone does that unintentionally then fidyah will not be wajib (obligatory) according to Imam 
Shafi'I Thawri Ahmad i'-u^-jand Ishaq On the other hands. Imam Abu 

Hanifah j and Imam Maalik hold that, even in this case, fidyah is wajib (obTigatoiy). 


CONTRACTING MARRIAGE WHILE IN A STATE OF IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 






2681. Sayyiduna Uthman said that Allah's Messenger said, "The 

muhrim should not marry and should not give someone on marriage (as a guardian 
or attorney). He also should not undertake to marry." 1 
COMMENTARY: Imam Shafi'I & and most of the scholars hold that it is 
makruh(unbecoming) tahrimi (disliked to the point of being unlawful) to marry oneself or 
get someone else married. To make a betrothal is makruh(unbecoming) tanzihi 
(approaching lawful but disliked). Imam Abu Hanifah & holds that all these three 
things are forbidden as makruh(unbecoming) tanzihi, citing the prophet Muhammad's JL* 
marriage to Sayyidah Maymunah. 


2682. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

married Sayyidah Maymunah while he was a muhrim (having assumed the 

ihram (pilgrim-robe) for the redeeming umrah). 2 

JLj && sin j-z j&i J ; J cJj ca 6*j (YW) 
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2683. Sayyiduna Yazid ibn al-Asamm the nephew of Sayyidah Maymunah, 


1 Muslim # 42-2409, Abu Dawud # 1841, Tirmidhi # 841, Nasa'i # 2844, Ibn Majah # 1966, Darimi # 
2198, Muwatta Maalik # 70 (Hajj) Musnad Ahmad 1-67. 

2 Bukhari # 1837, Muslim # 46-1410, Abu Dawud # 1844, Tirmidhi # 843, Nasa'i # 2840, Ibn Majah # 
1965, Darimi # 1822, Musnad Ahmad 1-266. 
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** it said on the authority of Sayyidah Maymunah ** in that when Allah's 
Messenger married her, he was not muhrim . 1 

Shaykh Imam Muhyi us -sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad JL>) 

asserted that most ulama (Scholars) (apart from Abu Hanifah) believe that 

he married her when he was not a muhrim, but he disclosed the fact of his marriage 
with her while he was a muhrim. Later, he consummated his marriage with her 
while he was out of the sacred state (of the ihram (pilgrim-robe)) at Sarif which lies 
on the route to Makkah. 

COMMENTARY: As stated earlier (harith # 2532) Sarif is a place about six miles froir 
Makkah and about three miles to the north of Tan'im. We stated the strange coincidence a 
Sarif where Sayyidah Mymunah was married, her marriage was consummated anc 

she died too. All three things transpired here. 

The two consecutive hadith here contradict one another. The Hanafis go by the hadith oj 
Ibn Abbas who was more knowledgeable and had more retentive memory thar 

Yazid *#»*♦*■> Also he was more sagacious. Besides, Ibn Abbas hadith is carried b) 

both Bukhari and Muslim, but Yazid's by only Muslim. 

As for the hadith (# 2681) of Sayyiduna Uthman that a muhrim should not marry 

the Hanafis say that it does not prescribe marriage outright. It only means to point out tha 
it is not reasonable to marry while one is engaged in a form of worship. As we stated there 
against it is makruh(unbecoming) tanzihi. 

The Shafi'is explain that the prophet Muhammad declared his marriage to hei 

when he was a muhrim and that ibn Abbas had not known of it till then, so he 

presumed that the Prophet Muhammad JL? had married while he was a muhrim 

This explanation by the Shafi'is is at best a mere formality. 


HAIR MAY BE WASHED 


a) _ 5I (j-^ 3 £gjiJ 1 v . < jl I^»jffi i d (C\Ai ) 


2684. Sayyiduna Abu Ayyub said that the Prophet Muhammad 

used to wash his head while he was a muhrim . 2 
COMMENTARY: While it is allowed to wash the head, the muhrim must be careful not tc 
break any hair. If he uses marshmallows then according to Imam Abu Hanifah anc 
Imam Maalik & dumm would be wajib (obligatory) on him and he would have tc 
slaughter an animal. The reason is Khatmi (or marsh mellows) is scented and it also kills 
lice. However, soap that is not perfumed to lotus leaves or such other things may be used 
for washing head and they do not make anything wajib (obligatory) as compensation. 


ALLOWED TO CUP ONESELF 


(Jlllie-(jiICHAO) 

2685. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas *said that the Prophet Muhammad had 


1 Muslim # 48-1411, Abu Dawud # 1843, Tirmidhi # 846, Ibn Majah # 1964, Musnad Ahmad 6-335. 

2 Bukhari # 1840, Muslim # 91-1205, Abu Dawud # 1840, Nasa'i # 2665, Ibn Majah # 2934, Musnac 
Ahmad 5-418. 
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himself cupped whle he was a muhrim. 1 

COMMENTARY: Most scholars say that in a state of ihram (pilgrim-robe), cupping is 
permitted provided on hair breaks. 

ABOUT COLLYRIUM 






(YTAT) 


.* o 1 _^ j1-> U ■ 

2686. Sayyiduna Uthman narrated a hadith of Allah's Messenger 

about a muhrim who has a complaint in his eyes - or his eyesight becomes weak - 

then he may bandage aloes to his eyes. 2 

COMMENTARY: While this translation of bandage for (•*--* j) is from Taj ul Masadir, some 
ulama (Scholars) say that it means to apply inside the eyes so like collyrium, aloes is applied 
inside. Teebi said that it is to bandage a wound. It is also to apply medicine to a wound. 
As stated earlier, collyrium may be applied if it is not scented and if it is not used to adorn 
oneself otherwise it is makruh(unbecoming). 

If collyrium is lightly scanted then only sadaqah (charity) (charity) will be zvajib (obligatoiy). If it 
is heavily scented then dumm will become zvajib (obligatory) and an animal should be sacrificed. 
If a muhrim bandages any of his limbs apart from his head and face then though nothing is zvajib 
(obligatory) on him, yet it is makruh(unbecoming). If he covers his head or face to the extend of 
one fourth or more with cloth or any thing then dumm will be due from him. If he covers less 
then one-fourth of it. Then only sadaqah (charity) (charity) will be zvajib (obligator}/). 

PUTTING SHADE OVER HEAD 


£5ji j-z uiisdj 'fcij h\A v£jij dJ tS (Y w) 


2687. Sayyidah Umm al-Husayn narrated that she saw Sayyiduna Usamah j 

and Sayyiduna Bilal One of them held the helter of the she-camel of Allah's 

Messenger jl> and the other covered him with his garment raised high from 

the heat, till he had cast pebbles at the jamrah al-aqabah. 3 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Usamah had raised the cloth fairly high so that it did 

not touch the prophet Muhammad's head. 

Most ulama (Scholars) abide by this hadith and say that as long as the cloth does not touch 
the muhrim 's head, he is allowed to shelter himself with it. But Imam Maalik *#u**-; and 
Imam Ahmad say that it is makruh(unbecoming) to do so. 


MAKING UP FOR SHAVING HEAD 


XSLz JXjo ^ J 4 I aLj yJLj (T”\aa) 


1 Bukhari # 1835, Muslim # 87-1202, Abu Dawud # 1835, Tirmidhi # 840, Nasa'i # 2845, Ibn Majah # 
3081, Darimi # 1819, Musnad Ahmad 1-215. 

2 Muslim # 840, Nasa'i # 2845, Ibn Majah # 3081, Darimi # 1819, Musnad Ahmad 1-215. 

3 Muslim # 312-1298, Abu Dawud # 1834, Nasa'i # 3060. 
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(Jls JJu (Jb 3Aa\jJ> CJijJjl Jjb ^kyi3^3 J» 

(Ucj^u) JL&JyUJii Siufj^»j! iij.1 


2688. Sayyiduna Ka'b ibn Ujrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad aijL* 

(kLija^ passed by him at Hudaybiyah while he was a Muhritn before he could enter 
Makkah. Ka'b was kindling a fire under a vessel. Lice dropped on his face 
profusely. The Prophet Muhammad ^jOs. k J~e asked him, "Do your insects irk . 
you?" He submitted, "Yes!" So, he said, "Shave your head and feed a faraq to six 
needy people. A faraq is three sa's Or, fast three days, or sacrifice an animal that is 
eligible to slaughter." 1 

COMMENTARY: Sayyiduna Ka'b ibn Ujrah was a glorious ansar sahabi. He was 

present at Hudaybiyah when the peace treaty was worked out. The story of his Islam is 
very interesting and lesson. Bearing. 

He had an idol that he worshiped. Ubadah ibn Samit was his friend. One day he 

came to Ka'b who had worshipped the idol and departed from his house. Ubadah 
took the opportunity, went in and smashed t he idol. When Ka'b returned home, he saw his 
idol in pieces and learnt that Ubadah but checked himself and wondered why the 

idol had not defended itself. It had no power to do it. That brought a change in him and the 
darkness of idolatry gave way to light of faith in his heart and mind. He embraced Islam. 
Truly, when Allah guides anyone. He enables him to receive guidance. 

This hadith allows anyone afflicted to shave his head and make an atonement. It is a 
commentary of the verse: 



{If any of you is ill or has an ailment of the head, he shall effect a redemption by 
fasting, or by giving alms, or by any other act of worship} (2:196) 

SECTION II 

WHAT IS FORBIDDEN TO WOMEN WHO ARE IN IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 


yjjliijJI cA Of* U-kjI jLzj 4iJl aJJ! (Jj-ij -** y-?1 0^3 



2689. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

forbid women to wear hand gloves, veils (that touch their faces) or any garment to 
which wars or saffron is applied when they are in the sacred state (having assumed 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe )). After that, they may wear whatever garments they like 
dyed yellow, silk jwellery, trousers, shirts or socks. 2 

COMMENTARY: The words in the hadith (after that) are interpreted by shaykh 


1 Bukhari # 1814, Muslim # 83-1201, Tirmidhi # 954, Muwatta Maalik # 238 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 1- 
241. 

2 Abu Dawud 1827. 
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Abdul Haq Mtfhaddith Dahlawi to mean 'after relinquishing the ihrarn (pilgrim-robe). 
But, Mulla Ali Qari had interpreted them to mean 'after these named things/ It is 
'apart from those things that are forbidden in the hadith' and she may wear whatever other 
kind of clothing. 

Mulla Ali Qari «&***■; also wrote that (after interpreting j*>) in this manner) the hadith 
apparently says that while it is disallowed t o wear garment dyed in saffron when the 
pilgrim is in t he state of ihrarn (pilgrim-robe), yet it is not disallowed to wear clothing dyed 
with sunflower. However, the Hanafis hold that dyed garments are disallowed to a pilgrim 
when he has assumed the ihrarn (pilgrim-robe). It is stated in books of high that if a muhrim 
wears clothing dyed in saffron or sunflower for one day then dumm will become wajib 
(obligatory) on him, for less than one day then sadaqah (charity) will become due. 

Hence it is better to interpret (ui3i.u*) as Shaykh Abdul Haq '&***-) has interpret ed. Or, we 
may say that the hadith speaks of clothing dyed with the sunflower that has been washed 
and its fragrance is gone. 

Teebi said that jewellery is mentioned symbolically. 


HOW TO DRAW THE VEIL IN IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 

jhj 4* sin Ja f* cAs & ^ cAj < nv > 

g\JJ — oilxiSS^ UJjjli. I 1 fayj j (j* (jIJLL), Uj Hj IJilsLIiU oLs jA* 


4_iLa II 

2690. Sayyidah Ayshah said that they were with Allah's Messenger -Op-SiiJL* 

in a state of ihrarn (pilgrim-robe) (so their faces were uncovered). Riders would 
pass t hem. When they came near to them each of them would drop her covering 
sheet from her head over her face (such that it did not touch the face). When they 
were gone, they uncovered their faces. 1 

PERFUMED OIL DISALLOWED IN IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 


sX^ 9 4* ^ • j l Cp s '3 ^ 


I o IJJ ) I 

2691. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that even as a muhrim the prophet 

Muhammad used to apply to himself olive oil that was not perfumed. 2 

COMMENTARY: The word (cdu) (muqattat) is oil that is cooked after sweet-smelling 
flowers are immersed in it. Or a scanted oil is mixed with this oil. 

It is makruh(unbecoming) to use scanted oil when one is in a state of the ihrarn (pilgrim- 
robe). If a mahrim applied perfumed oil of any kind on allot one of his limbs, or on many or 
all of his limbs, then, according to the Hanafis, he will have to alone with a dumm, 
meaning that it is zoajib (obligatory) to slaughter an animal. In fact. Imam Abu Hanifah j 
** holds that if olive oil or sesame oil is applied in large quantity then, even if there is no 


1 Abu Dawud # 1833, Ibn Majah # 2935, Musnad Ahmad 6-30, (Ibn Majah is similar) 

2 Tirmidhi # 964, Ibn Majah # 3083, Musnad Ahmad 2-145. 
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perfume, dumm will be zoajib (obligatory) but his two companions Imam Abu Yusuf -an 
and Imam Muhammad hold that sadaqah (charity) is wajib (obligatory). However, this 
difference of opinion is only when both oils are un perfumed and not cooked with frequent 
flowers. If that is so (and they are perfumed) then the unanimous ruling is that dumm is 
wajib (obligatory) and there is no differing opinion. Besides, the foregoing difference of 
opinion is when the oil is applied in large quantity. If a small quantity is applied then they 
all agree that only sadaqah (charity) is wajib (obligatory) 

Moreover, dumm or sadaqah (charity) will be wajib (obligatory) on using these oils if they 
are used only for fragrance. But, if they are used as medicine then the unanimous decision 
is that nothing will be wajib (obligatory). 

The question of musk and other perfume is different from this issue. If they are used 
then dumm will be wajib (obligatory) in any case whether used as perfume for fragrance 
or as medicine. 

SECTION III dJiai 

THAWING STITCHED GARMENTS OVER A MUHRIM 


Llijj <&£ dLifllts b Q? qpl ^ • j l §4b 0 s "3 (^1^0 


2692. Sayyiduna Nafi' & narrated that (when he was in a state of ihram 
(pilgrim-robe )) Sayyiduna Ibn Umar felt cold that and said, "Throw over 

me a garment, O Nafi." He threw over him a hooded cloak, but he protested, "Do 
you throw this over me when Allah's Messenger (JL.jUp.5ji has forbidden the 
muhrim to wear this?" 1 

COMMENTARY: The Hanafis say that it is disallowed to wear stitched garments when one 
is in the state of ihram (pilgrim-robe), but he may throw them over himself in an 
unconventional manner for instance as a blanket is thrown. This has been explained earlier. 
Perhaps Ibn Umar abstained from using stitched garments in any manner or Nafi 

may have covered his head too. 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD HAD HIMSELF CUPPED 





(5^) -4-5.1 J JaLiJ Cl 0^-P 3 1>$ {^4 

2693. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Maalik (End) Ibn Buhaynal asp said that Allah's 
Messenger jJLm.Op.5ii jl> had himself cupped at lahy Jamal (a place) on the road to 
Makkah in the middle of his head. At that time, he was a muhrim. 2 
COMMENTARY: Abdullah's father was Maalik and mother was Buhaynah. He was known 
as Ibn Maalik as well as Ibn Buhaynah. 

There must have been a reason for the Prophet Muhammad j*L>j Up k to have had 
himself cupped in the middle of his head where because of that some hair would have 


1 Abu Dawud # 1828. 

2 Bukhari # 1836, Musilm # 88-1203, Nasa'i # 2850, Darimi # 1820, Muwatta Maalik # 47 (Hajj). 
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broken definitely. If a muhrim has himself cupped where there is no hair then no fidyah 
is wajib (obligatory). 

RULING: If a muhrim shaves less than one-fourth of his head, or less than one fourth break 
when he undergoes cupping then sadaqah (charity) will be zoajib (obligatory) on him. This 
means that by way of atonement, he should either feed a hungry needy person to a full 
stomach, or give him half sa' of wheat. 

If a muhrim shaves hair on head, more than one-fourth of it, without a reason, or has 
himself cupped without reason and more than one fourth hair of his head break then 
dumm is zoajib (obligatory). He will have to sacrifice a goat or something like it. But, if he 
does one of these things for a reason, then he may do one of three things: 

(i) Slaughter a goat, 

(ii) Give to six needy people three sa' wheat at the rate on half sa' each. 

(iii) Fast three days on consecutive days or of different days with break. 

If a muhrim decides to have himself cupped (in the head) and for that reason, shaves hair 
from that place then according to Imam Abu Hanifah & w-j, dumm will became ivajib 
(obligatory) on him. But his two companions rule that sadaqah (charity) will be wajib. 

The place of cupping implies he two sides of the neck and nape of the neck. If he shaves the 
entire neck then the unanimous verdict is that dumm will be zoajib (obligatory) on him. If he 
shaves lesser than the full neck then sadaqah (charity) will be zoajib (obligatory). 

If hair break by themselves then nothing is wajib (obligatory). 




,J itU! 4 JJI (JjJLj (^T^i) 


(^LiJ 1 J J»j 1 1 o lj^) 

2694. Sayyiduna Anas said that Allah's Messenger was a muhrim 

when he had himself cupped on the back of his foot because of a pain he had . 1 
COMMENTARY: There are no hair on the surface of the foot so there was no question of 
hair breaking. Besides, he had a reason for it - pain. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S MARRIAGE WITH SAYYIDAH MAYMUNAH 





'ii jl»i j isiT l\JJ -U££ jpJJl 


2695. Sayyiduna Abu Rafi narrated, "Allah's Messenger (►JL-jUp-iiJLo married 

Sayyidah Maymunah when he was not a muhrim. And when he 

consummated the marriage, he was not a muhrim. 2 
I was the envoy between them. 

COMMENTARY: This hadith also contradicts the hadith # 2682 of Ibn Abbas We 

have spoken on this subject against hadith # 2683. 

The hadith of Ibn Abbas ^ is preferred because both Bukhari and Muslim fiave 
transmitted it while none of them carries this hadith. 


1 Abu Dawud # 1837, Nasa'i # 2839. 

2 Tirmidhi # 842, Darimi # 1825, Musnad Ahmad 6-333. 
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CHAPTER - XIII 

THAT MUHRIM MUST ABSTAIN FROM HUNTING Jjjz) I 

The ulama (Scholars) agree unanimously that hunting as well as assisting a hunter are both 
forbidden to a muhrim. Therefore, if a muhrim kills or assists in killing a hunted animal then 
jaza or an atonement or recompense will become binding on him. 

THE JAZA OR EXPIATION FOR HUNTING: The expiation that becomes binding on the 
muhrim for hunting is the value of the anymal hunted that two just and experienced men 
would determine. This value will be relative to the place where the animal was killed but if 
no value is known at that place then the value should be relative to the nearest place 
because value of anything differs from place to place. Besides, the value will be determined 
on the basis of rates prevailing at the time of hunting, because values differ at different 
times. Then the muhrim will have the option to either buy an animal of that value and 
sacrifice it in Haratn (unlawful), or he may buy provision of that value and feed the poor - 
if he buys wheat then he will give half sa' to each poor, but if he buys barley or dates then 
one sa' to each poor. He must not give any poor person less than this quantity. 

Alternatively, he may fast for the number of days equal to the amount of sadaqah (charity) 
(half sa' wheat or one sa' barley) for each poor man, and if any portion of sadaqah (charity) 
remains in this method then he may give it away as charity, or in lieu of that, too, he may fast. 
It may be understood that expiation against hunting is wajib (obligatoiy) on the muhrim 
whether he hunts deliberately or by mistake. 

If a muhrim wounds an animal and it does not die, or he pulls out its hair, or breaks it limb, 
then he will have to pay that amount to which extent the animal's value has decreased. 

If a muhrim maims an animal or pulls out the wings of a bird because of which they cannot 
defend themselves then he will have to pay the full price of the animal. If he milks it then 
he will have to pay the price of the milk as wajib (obligatory). If he breaks its egg, he must 
pay its price. 

EATING THE GAME: Whether the muhrim may eat the hunted animal or not is a complex 
question. If he has hunted it himself or another muihrim has hunted it, then the muhrim is 
forbidden to eat the game. This is an unanimous verdict of all ulama (Scholars). 

If one who is not a muhrim hunts an animal for himself or for the muhrim with his 
permission of without his permission, then the scholars differ on the issue; may he eat or 
not? Some of the sahabah (Prophet's companions) j including Sayyiduna Ali 

and same of the tabi'un said that a muhrim is forbidden absolutely to eat the game. 
They cite of hadith of Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Jaththamah (# 2696). Imam Shafi'I 

and Imam Ahmad say that if the muhrim hunts himself or anyone else does it for him 
with or without his permission f hen it is forbidden to him to eat from it. But, if one who is 
not a muhrim hunts for himself and gives some meat from it to him as a gift, then it is 
lawful for him to eat from it. 

Imam Abu Hanifah ant'’ s followers say that a muhrim is permitted to eat the game 

even if it is hunted for him, provided: 

• he has not hunted the animal, 

• he has not instructed anyone to hunt it. 
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• he has not guided anyone to the animal, 

• he has not diverted anyone's attention to it (hunting) and 

• he or any other muhrim has not helped anyone to hunt it. 

The Hanafis cite the hadith of Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah (# 2697) 

THE GAME DEFINED: The animal that a muhrim is forbidden to hunt is to kill a wild 
animal. The wild animals are those that are bom and bred in dry lands or in deserts or 
wilderness, though they may reside in water, like wild ducks, etc. Also, a game is a wild 
animal by birth or nature though it may have been domesticated, like deer which becomes 
familiar with anyone who domesticates it but is by nature wild. So it is called a game 
wherever it lives, in the wild or with human beings. If it is hunted an expiation becomes 
ivajib (obligatory). 

If an animal is not wild then it is allowed to kill it even if one is in a state of ihram (pilgrim- 
robe). Thus a muhrim is allowed to slaughter a goat, sheep, ram, cow, camel and 
domesticated duck. 

The jurists have classified the pigeon as a wild bird by nature, so an expiation will become 
loajib (obligatory) if it is hunted. 

As for sea animals, both the muhrim and non-muhrim are allowed to hunt them in the light 
of the verse: 

kJi lijsJ 1 

(al-Mai'dah 5:96) 

These animal may be those that are eaten and those that are not consumed. 

The wild animals that are eaten may not be hunted. It is forbidden hunt them and there is 
unanimity on this issue. As for those that are not eaten, the author of Bidai has classified 
them into two classes: 

(1) Those that are ferocious and cause damages and often do that unprovoked and take the 
initiative in hurting, like the lion, cheetah, half etc. So, the muhrim is permitted to kill them. 
No penalty or expiation will be wajib (obligatory) on him. 

(2) Those that do not take the initiative in hurting anyone, like hawk or falcon, etc. If they 
begin to attack the muhrim, then he may kill them and no expiation will be ivajib (obligatory) 
on him. But, if they do not attack then it is not permitted to the muhrim to kill them 
unprovoked. It he takes the initiative then an expiation will be ivajib (obligatory) on him. 

SECTION I 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD fL .ABSTAINED FROM HUNTING WHEN HE WAS 

A MUHRIM 

1 &11I 4jJt Ail All (^*^"0 


2696. Sayyiduna As-Sab ibn Jaththamah narrated that he presented to Allah's 
Messenger U* to wild ass when he was at al-Abwa or Waddan (which are 
between Makkah and Madinah). But, he returned it to him. When he observed the 
reaction on his face, he said, "We have not returned it to you but only because we 
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have assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe)." 1 

COMMENTARY: On the face of it, this hadith is evidence for those people who contend 
that a muhrim is forbidden to eat the flesh of game outright. However, the contention of the 
hanafis is based on the opinion of Sayyiduna(s) Umar ^ j, Abu Hurayrah -up - 5 « j, 

Talhah ibn Ubauydullah and Sayyidah Ayshsh Hence, they in terpret this 

hadith that since a live game of wild ass was present ed to the Prophet Muhammad aJLp& JL> 
,JL-j and it is not proper for a muhrim to accept a game, so the Prophet Muhammad 

turned down the offer. However, there is another doubt created; it is stated explicitly in 
one version that meat of wildass was presented. Another version says that the leg piece of 
the wild ass was presented, yet another version says that a piece of the animal was sent. 
These versions make clear that a live wild ass was not presented. So, perhaps this hadith, 
too, under discussion, says that some meat of the wild ass was presented? The plausible 
explanation is that first live wild ass may have been presented which he did not accept. 
Then some piece of meat of another wild ass was presented and this has described in 
another version as piece of leg. 

A stronger evidence of the Hanafis is that the Prophet Muhammad ^j -Lp -fin JL> was 
presented the wild ass then he was at Arj (^/) having assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe). So, 
he instructed Sayyiduna Abu Bakr -upito^j to distribute it among the companions. 

The Shafi'is say about the hadith under discussion that the prophet Muhammad (JLjAjlPiiijLo 
may have returned the wild ass because he presumed that it was hunt ed for him specifically. 


HADITH ON WHICH THE HANAFIS RELY 

jj>j fa J&Jfal cM* <Jj-£j fa FjX £\ <jT (yv\v) 

^43* §si~I p\ ifj Jx i tjijS i:jij (ill sij J 4 feu I JU* pphj^&p&j 

1jijil Ula I Jjjil I pil'd jj Ijiia Jx^l ill J ml 1 pill k&pzlp p3 id LSji 


£L)I U»jlLU fap 1 p ll J*SPa Jtl ojJLi jLij ^lll PpJij 

Ifa jS 1 a\ Jll jSXj ID! j-£j 1 Ula U 4 ) pj <£& Jmi jXxpa&Z 

-l&pLfa pp U1^Ca (Jtl VljJll l4ilj.jli.Tjf 


2697. Sayyiduna Abu Qatadah -up & narrated that he set out with Allah's 
Messenger (JL.jAj1p.5ii jLo but he lagged behind with some of his companions who had 
assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah but he had not. They saw a wild ass (on 
their way at some place)but he did not see it. They saw it but left it alone (and did 
not bother about it). Finally, Abu Qatadah A*<5ii^j also saw it. He mounted a horse 
of his and asked them to let him have his whip, but they declined (lest they be 
deemed to have aided him in the hunt). He (alighted and) took it himself, chased 
the wild ass and killed i f . Then he (prepared its meat and) they ate it, but they 
repent ed (presuming that a muhrim was disallowed to eat it). 


1 Bukhari # 1825, Muslim # 50-1193, Tirmidhi # 850, Nasa'i # 2819, Ibn Majah # 3090, Darimi # 1830, 
Muwatta Maalik # 83 ( Hajj ), Musnad Ahmad 4-37. 
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So, when they joined Allah's Messenger Up iw j^> t they asked him about it. He 
required, "Do you have anything of that with you?" They said, "We have with us its 
leg." The Prophet Muhammad took it, (had it prepared) and ate it. 

According to another version: When they joined Allah's Messenger ju (and 

put their question to him), he asked them, "Did any of you instruct him to hunt it or 
point it out to him?" They said "No!" He said, 'Eat what remains of it." 1 
COMMENTARY: Accordingly to another tradition, the Prophet Muhammad did 

not eat from the game. Perhaps, he may have presumed that a muhrim had a part in the 
hunting and may have abetted in some way, like suggesting, pointing out or helping. So, he 
did not eat, when he learnt that no muhrim was involved in the hunting, he ate some of it. 

A muhrim is disallowed to point out the animal verbally or in gestures or signs both within 
the Haram and outside it. A non Muhrim is disallowed within the Haram, not outside. 

A muhrim is permitted to consume flesh of a game provided he is not involved in hunting 
in anyway whatsoever - by actual hunting, commanding or suggesting to hunt, indicating 
verbally, allegorically or in gestures, or helping. 

This hadith upholds the contention of the Hanafis. It rejects the opinion of those who hold 
that a muhrim may not eat anything of the game. 


ANIMALS THAT MAY BE KILLED BY THE MUHRIM & IN THE HARAM 




2698. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ju> 

said, "No sin is attached to killing five creatures in the Haram and in the state of ihram 
(pilgrim-robe). They are: the rat, the crow, the kite, the scorpion and the biting dog." 2 * 
COMMENTARY: The crow is or the one that subsists on carrion and impurity. 

This is elucidated in the next hadith. It is not allowed to kill the crow that eats from the 
fields. It is jet black but its beak and claws are red. 

The biting dog includes all animals t hat attack. 


^£aU (j JXZj SUi Jjl yi- Xj4\£ i j£-j (1144) 


-iSJ&ij j '>jbS\ 8 jUiij I 


2699. Sayyiduna Ayshah i**-said that the Prophet Muhammad said, 

"Five creatures there are that may be killed in the hill (outside the sacred area) and 
the Haram (within the sacred area): the snake, the pied crow (^MA 5 ')/ the rat, the 
biting dog and the kite." 

COMMENTARY: It is forbidden to kill the dog that may be beneficial and also that causes 
no damage even though it is not beneficial. 

The creatures that may be killed are not the only ones mentioned in these two hadith. 


1 Bukhari # 1824, Muslim # 56-1196, Abu Dawud # 1852, Tirmidhi # 848, Nasa'i # 2816, Ibn Majah # 
3092,Muwatta Maalik # 76 ( Hajj ). 

2 Bukhari # 3315, Muslim # 72-1199, Abu Dawud # 1846, Nasa'i it 2828, Ibn Majah # 3088, Muwatta 

Maalik # 89 {Hajj), Musnad Ahmad 2-8. 
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Rather, all the creatures that harm are included in this command, like the rats, fleas, ticks 
bed bugs, etc. If lice are killed then it is wajib (obligatoiy) to give sadaqah (charity) according 
to one's ability. 

SECTION II 

HADITH ON WHICH IMAM MAALIK Wj & IMAM SHAFI'I Wj RELY 




(ty LjJ 1 J (jjuoJJ -J.SJ JLajjf ojS^a 5 

2700. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that Allah's Messenger piujUe-jtojLe said, "The 

meat of game is lawful for you when you are in the state of ihratn (pilgrim-robe) as 
long as you have not hunted it or it had not been hunted for you." 

COMMENTARY: The hadith says that if you are a muhrim and hunt an animal or anyone 
also hunts it for you even if he is not muhrim then it is not proper for you to eat from it. 
Imam Maalik ***»■- and Imam Shafi'I cite this hadith in support of their contention 
that a Muhrim is forbidden to eat from the game that is hunted even by a non -muhrim. 
However, the Hanafis interpret this hadith to mean that if you are a muhrim and a live 
game is sent to you as a gift then it is forbidden to you to eat its meat. But, if its meat is sent 
to you as a gift then it is not forbidden to you to consume. If the animal was hunted at your 
behest then it is not proper for you to eat its flesh. 

Hence, the flesh of a game is not forbidden to a muhrim if a non -muhrim has slaughtered it 
provided the muhrim has no hand in the hunting, like asking for it to be hunted, helping in 
doing so, pointing it out or guiding to it. 

HUNTING LOCUSTS 


yob «b-0 -^4^1 dr? ( ^Ju 1 ys- 8J2J-& q,\cAj 


(YV.\) 


2701. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad -i'JU 

i»JL>said, "Locusts are like the game of the sea." 1 
COMMENTARY: The hanafis say that the hadith compares locusts to game of the sea 
because like fish that is eaten without being slaughtered, locusts may be eaten without 
being slaughtered. A muhrim is not allowed to kill locusts. If he kills any, he will have to 
pay sadaqah (charity) (as much as he can). It is stated in 'Hidayah' that locust attracts the 
same command as the game of the desert. Ibn Hammam also said that most of the ulama 
(Scholars) subscribe to this view. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that according to this hadith a muhrim is permitted to hunt 
locusts because it is like a game of the sea. They cite the verse of the Quran: 


&Sts jLJj 


(Lawful to you is the game of the sea....} (5:96) 
KILL THE BEAST THAT ATTACKS 


.1 JJ) &Ul JJiij Jl jL,j & &l j-* £.1)1 cA I J &5 (YV * Y) 


1 Abu Dawud # 1853, Tirmidhi # 851, Ibn Majah # 322, Musnad Ahmad 2-306. 
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2702. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri narrated that Allah's Messenger 

^ said, "The muhrim may kill a beast that attacks." 1 


COMMENTARY: It is like a lion, etc. that rushes at man on seeing him to kill a main him. 





^ ^ 1^1 
(jjiLijJlj oljL) —Alifr 4jJI 4lJI (^5 tjl <Vfl9 J 9 J 0 (_)La9 

^ 1 li jdj j 


2703. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Ammar ai w-j said that he asked 
Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah whether the hyena may be hunted. He said, 

"Yes!" So, he asked 'May it be eaten?" He said, "Yes!" Then he asked, "Did you 
hear it from Allah's Messenger He said, "Yes!" 2 


COMMENTARY: Leaving aside the muhrim there is a basic difference of opinion whether 
hyena is lawful food or not. Imam Shafi'I goes by this hadith and says that the hyena is 
lawful food, but Imam Maalik and Imam Abu Hanifah say that the hyena is not 
lawful to eat. They rely on the hadith (# 2705) of Sayyidima Khuzaymah ibn Jazyi > 




2704. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that he asked Allah's Messenger ^L-jUpii 

about the hyena. He said, "It is game. If a muhrim perpetrates it then he must atone 
by given a sheep." 3 

COMMENTARY: If a muhrim hunts it or buys it then he must atone with a sheep or ram as 
a zvajib (obligatory). 


HYENNA IS NOT LAWFUL 


* 0 * * 


2705. Sayyiduan Khuzaymah ibn Jazyi <up k ^ narrated that he asked Allah's 
Messenger ^jUpiitju. about eating a hyena. He asked. "Does anyone eat hyena?" 
He then asked him about eating wolf and he put the question, "Does anyone with 
any good in him eat wolf.?" 4 


1 Abu Dawud # 1848, Tirmidhi # 839, Ibn Majah # 3089, Musnad Ahmad 3-3. 

2 Tirmidhi # 1789, Nasa'i # 4323, Daraqutni # 45 (Muwaqit), Musnad Ahmad 3-318, (Abu Dawud # 
3801 similar) 

3 Abu Dawud # 3801, Ibn Majah # 3236, Darimi # 1941, Daraqutni # 48 (Mawaqit). 

4 Tirmidhi # 1799, Ibn Majah # 3237. 
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SECTION III 

A MUHR1M MAY EAT MEAT OF GAME 


&U *5oyits JJi .cAi y? iiiu & jlS^1 yjy^AjPUi 

I 

4iJI (Jj-ij eUi^la jjla a)6\ tjr* ijfi lj AiJJo . la . * 1 L0.3 £ Jjj G-aj (j-* lLo_9 Jjjlj AaJJoJ 

X » Jj 

C ^ *C~ a o 1 


2706. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Uthman at Taymi j narrated that they were 
with Talhah ibn Ubaydullah A^ifoand they were all in the state of ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) ( muhrims ). A bird (meaning its cooked flesh) was presented to him and he was 
asleep. Some of them ate from it but others abstained. When Talhah <s.k^e> : woke up 
he agreed with those who had eaten it. He said, "We had eaten it along with Allah's 
Messenger jl* (meaning, as muhrims we ate flesh of a hunted creature)." 1 

COMMENTARY: This is to which Imam Abu Hanifah A^in^j abides. If t he muhrim has no 
part in the hunting then he may eat the meat. 

As for a bird, the Arabic (jJ») could be a collective noun, implying (flesh of) several birds, or 
(of) a bird sufficiently large to satiate all the people. 


CHAPTER - XIV 

BEING DETAINED AND MISSING HAJJ jUJIoji 

IHSAR: The word ihsar means 'to be detained.' 'to be prevented.' In the terminology of the 
jurists, it means 'to be prevented from performing hajj or umrah after having assumed the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe).' 

The person who had assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for hajj or umrah and it prevented 
from performing it is called a muhsir. 

KINDS OF IHSAR (DETENTION): According to the Hanafi school, the are many forms of 
ihsar whereby the pilgrimage is detained and not permitted to perform hajj or umrah, for 
whichever he had assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe), whether practically or in terms of 
Shari'ah (legally). These forms are explained in the lines following: 

(1) Fear of an enemy. It is a wide meaning word and 'enemy' could refer to a human being 
or a beast. For example, an enemy could be in wait for the pilgrims on their route and 
pesters the pilgiims, or robs them, or beats them, preventing their progress. Or, a lion etc. is 
present on the pilgrim's path. 

(2) Illness. A pilgrim may fall seriously ill after assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) so that he 
cannot proceed further, or if he attempts then his illness may become dangerously severe. 

(3) A woman loses her mahram. After she assumes the ihram (pilgrim-robe), her mahram or 
husband may die, or disappear, or refuse to accompany her any further. 

(4) Lack of resources. For instance, after the ihram (pilgrim-robe) is assumed, the pilgrim is 
deprived of money or property by thieves or robbers, or his resources are exhausted during 
the pilgrimage and he cannot meet his expenses any more for the remaining journey. 


1 Muslim # 65-1197, Nasa'i # 2817, Darimi # 1829, Musnad Ahmad 1-161. 
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(5) A woman might have to observe her iddah (waiting period) when, after she assumes 
the ihram (pilgrim-robe), her husband dies or divorces her. Her iddah will prevent her, 
meaning be her ihsar. However, if she is a muqim (resident) and her residence is not as far 
away from Makkah as qualifies as a journey then it is not ihsar. 

(6) The pilgrim gets lost on the way and there is no one to guide him. 

(7) A woman's husband disallows her from going ahead provided she had assumed the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) for hajj without his permission. However, the husband has no authority 
to prevent his wife from performing the fard(compulsonj) hajj, and from the optional hajj 
after he had given permission for it (the optional hajj). 

(8) A slave, male or female, is disallowed by their master. 

All these forms of ihsar are according to Hanafi School of thought. All the three other 
imams hold that there is only one kind of ihsar which is fear of the enemy. They maintain 
that ihsar is not found in the other forms, so the ihram (pilgrim-robe) remains intact. 

RULING ON IHSAR: When a muhrim encounters one of the foregoing forms of ihsar, and 
if he is a mufrid or a qarin then, respectively he must acquire one animal of hadyi (say a 
goat) or two animals of hadyi and send the hadyi to the Haram with someone with 
instructions to sacrifice it there on his behalf. Or, he may send its price to buy there and 
sacrifice. He must also specify the day and time when the sacrifice may be done. When the 
specified time passes, he may relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). It is not necessary to shave 
the head or have the hair clipped. Then, he must redeem the pilgrimage in the following 
year. If he had put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of hajj, then he will perform one hajj and one 
umrah. If he had put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of qiran, then he will redeem it with one 
hajj and two umrahs. If he had removed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) of umrah then he will 
perform only one umrah. 

If, after he sends the animal of hadyi, the ihsar is lifted and it is possible for him to reach 
here before the hadyi is sacrificed and be able to participate in the hajj, then it is ivajib 
(obligatory) that he should proceed there promptly. If that is not possible, then it is not wajib 
(obligatory) that he depart promptly. However, if he proceeds to perform hajj and when he 
arrives there finds that the hadyi was sacrificed and the time of hajj is over then he must 
perform umrah and relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 

MEANING & RULING OF MISSING THE HAJJ : If someone departs for hajj having 
assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) but for some unforeseen reason he could not make the 
wuquf at Arafat between zawal (declination of the sun) on the day of Arafah and the 
morning of eed ul adha for even one minute, then he has missed his hajj. (The wuquf at 
Arafat begins on the day of Arafah as the sun passes its meridian and ends as down rises 
on eed ul adha and the wuquf may be observed even for one minute during this period.) 
One who misses his hajj is called (^JtcJii) (fa'it ul hajj). 

The person who misses the hajj must perform the umrah which is to circumambulate the 
Ka'bah, make sa'I between as-Safa and al-Marwah and relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). If 
he is a mufrid then he must perform one umrah and if he is a qarin then two umrahs. Then 
he must have or clip his hair and next year he must redeem the hajj. 

A VERY COMPLEX QUESTION: If a pilgrim is likely to miss hajj, he faces a very difficult 
choice. Suppose, he arrives there in the very best portion of the night (following the day of 
Arafah and) preceding eed ul Adha while he still has to offer the salah (prayer) of isha and is 
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also apprehensive that he might miss it altogether if he goes to Arafat, and if he offers it 
them wuquf of Arafat would be lost. So, what should he do? Some people say that he must 
offer the isha even if he misses the wuquf of Arafat. Others say that he must defer the salah 
(prayer) of isha and proceed to Arafat. This is what Hanafi fiqh book Durr Mukhtar says. 

SECTION I 

THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S DETENTION 


til Miirj ijj Jl&J jLlj tiiz Si jll CA (YV * v) 


o! Jj) —Ls Ua It1 <C»Jjfe 
2707. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ^k^j narrated that (in the year of al-Hudaybiyah) 
Allah's Messenger ,4- > Up k J^> was detained (and prevented from performing 
umrah). So, he had his head shaved and (after relinquishing the iltram (pilgrim- 
robe)) had intercourse with his wives, and slaughtered his (animal of) hadyi. Then, 
next year he performed the umrah. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad ^j Up k Ju> had assumed that ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) for umrah and set out for Makkah but the idolaters of Makkah stopped him at 
Hudaybiyah along with his companions and disallowed them to proceed for umrah. So, he 
put off his ihram (pilgrim-robe) there. 

The hadith next mentions that he had sexual intercourse with his wives. The sequence is 
not followed in the report, for, shaving head, etc precedes that. Actually, he slaughtered the 
animal, relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and then he was out of the sacred state (on 
shaving his head) and could go to his wives. 

According to another hadith in Bukhari and Muslim: The Prophet Muhammad (d-jUpiii 
and his companions relinquished their ihram (pilgrim-robe) when the idolaters of 

Makkah barred their way ahead. The Prophet Muhammad (jUjUp-ifoju had assumed the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) for umrah. He sacrificed the animals of hadyi, shaved his head and 
instructed his companions **k^j to get up, make the sacrifice and shave their heads. 
Hidayah writes after that; 'then they relinquished the iham.' 

Ibn Hammam kt+*-j said that these words of Hidayah make it clear that the muhsir cannot 
put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) before slaughtering the animal. Hence, if a muhsir sends the 
hadyi to the Haram with specific instructions to slaughter it on a certain day and hour and at 
that hour he comes out of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and acts as a non -muhrim only to learn that 
liir Instruction could not be carried out at the specified hour or at the Haram then, for 
everything that he has done that a muhrim should not do, he will have to make an atonement 
or a recompense* fiaza) 

WHERE TO SLAUGHTER HADYI OF IHSAR: The Hanafis and the Shafi'is are 
unanimous all hadyi apart from that of ihsar should be slaughtered only in the Haram, no 
where else. But, they differ on the hadyi of ihsar of hajj and umrah. Imam Shafi'i k^j hold 
that it should be slaughtered where the ihsar was imposed. Imam Abu Hanifah 
contends that it should be sent to the Haram and slaughtered there and no where else 
because to slaughter it on specified days and at specified place is a worship. So if it is not 


1 Bukhari # 1809. 
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slaughtered at its specified place then that is not worship and if that is so then how is it 
proper to relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe) on that basis. 

Imam Shafi'I stands by the hadith under discussion. The prophet Muhammad 
(JL-j and the sahabah (Prophet's companions) slaughtered the hadyi in Hudaybiyah 

which is hill meaning outside the limits of the Haram. The Hanafis explain that it was not 
possible at that time to send the animals of hadyi to the Harnm. So out of compulsion they 
slaughtered the animals at Hudaybiyah. Besides, some ulama (Scholars) maintain that part 
of Hudaybiyah I shill alright but some of it is in the Haram. Hence, the Prophet Muhammad 
Jup and his sahabah (Prophet's companions) may have slaughtered then- 

animals of hadyi in the portion that is within the Haram. 


IT IS WAJIB (OBLIGATORY) ON THE MUHSIR TO REDEEM: We read in his hadith 
that since the Prophet Muhammad could not complete the umrah because of the 

ihsar, he redeemed it the next year in 7AH. This redeemed umrah is called umrat ul qada. 
This means that if anyone is detained and is prevented from performing hajj or umrah then 
he must redeem it. The Hanafis say that it is zvajib (obligatoty) to redeem it but Imam Shafi'I 
says that it is not wajib (obligatory) to redeem it. 

The Prophet Muhammad's umrah in 7AH is called umrat ul qada and this itself 

is evidence for the Hanafi point of view. 


THE QUESTION OF SHAVING OR CLIPPING FOR THE MUHSIR 



(TV* A) 


((_£jla«i-Jl o! jj) —J obljui \ 



2708. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that they set out with Allah's 

Messenger JL* (for umrah) but the disbelievers of the Quraysh intercepted 

them before (they could reach) the House (at Hudaybiyah). So, the Prophet 
Muhammad slaughtered the animals of his hadyi (there) and shaved his 

head and his sahabah (Prophet's companions) shaved or clipped their heads. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Hidayah says that Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Ahmad 
say that a muhsir is not bond to shave or clip his hair because it is not part of the deeds of 
hajj. Since hajj is not performed at all, this cannot be counted as worship. 

As for the Prophet Muhammad ,*JL.jUpiitjL* and the sahabah (Prophet's companions) 

^ they shaved or clipped their hair to make it obvious that they were determined to 
return and that there was rto possibility of performing umrah. Imam Yusuf, however, 
said that a mushir must shave or clip his hair, but if he does not, then too he shall have 
come out of the ihram (pilgrim-robe), nothing will be zvajib (obligatory) as atonement. 


iuJl all! Jj-iJ vijj. Jls 


(W.M 


• * ✓ 

2709. Sayyiduna Al-Miswar ibn Makhramah narrated that Allah's 

Messenger sacrificed before having his head shaved and instructed his 


1 Bukhari # 1812. 




687 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


sahabah (Prophet's companions) j to do like that. 1 

IHSAR AND MISSING THE HAff 

Lilt (J^5 j L c u a ) L j 1U oUo (521-1 tjj- 


oljj) -bJLs jl 

2710. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar j~ej asked, "Does the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad f L,y.Ae.bj^>) of Allah's Messenger not suffice you? If any of you is 

precluded from performing hajj (and prevented from observing the wuquf at Arafat), 
then he should make the tawaf of the house and t he Sa'I between as Safa and al- 
Marwah. Then he should come out of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and make the hajj next 
year, and slaughter the hadyi or fast if he cannot find a hadyi (to slaughter)." 2 
COMMENTARY: Ibn Umar warned some people who might have contravened the 

sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad j M J*e) in cases of detention or ihsar. If 

anyone is prevented from performing hajj then he must complete the umrah and put off the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) and redeem the hajj in the following year. 

We must know that there is a slight difference in the ruling for a muhsir and fa'itul hajj 
(who has missed the hajj). As for the letter if he is a mufrid (who has assumed the ihram 
(pilgrim-robe) only for hajj) then he will make the tawaf and Sa'I and relinquish his ihram 
(pilgrim-robe). Only the redeeming hajj next year will be wajib (obligatory) on him. Umrah 
and hadyi will not be wajib (obligatory) on him. 

As for the muhsir, if he is a mufrid and is prevented from proceeding even before he can 
make it to the Haram, then he must send the hadyi to the Haram. When that reaches there 
and is slaughtered he must relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe) and redeem the hajj next year 
and perform an umrah too with it. 

However, Imam shafi said that it is wajib (obligatory) on him to perform only hajj next 
year. It is notmecessary to perform umrah because he was restrained from hajj only and he 
had sent the hadyi and put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe), so only hajj is due from him. 

If the muhsir is a qarin (meaning one who had assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for hajj 
and umrah, both), he must send the animal of hadyi to the Haram and after it is 
slaughtered there, he may relinquish his ihram (pilgrim-robe). It will be wajib (obligatory) 
on him to redeem this hajj and to perform two umrahs in the year following, the hajj 
and one umrah to replace what he missed and the additional umrah as a recompense 
(jaza) of what he missed. 

If ihsar does not occur before arrival at the Haram, but on arrival there and the pilgrim is 
unable to observe the wuquf at Arafat though he can make the tawaf and sa'I, then he must 
make the tawaf and Sa'I, meaning acts of umrah, and relinquish the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 
Next year, he should redeem the hajj and slaughter the animal of hadyi. If he cannot 
slaughter the hadyi hen he must fast. The hadith under discussion describes this very 
possibility. 


1 Bukahri # 1811, Musnad Ahmad 4-327. 

2 Nasa'i # 2769. 
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If the fa'it ul hajj (one who has missed the hnjj) is a qarin, then he will first make tawaf and 
Sa'I for umrah and then make (another) tawaf and SaT in place of the hnjj that he missed. 
Then he must shave or cut hair and relinquish the ihrain (pilgrim-robe). He will be absolved 
of making the sacrifice of qiran. 

If he is a mutamatta, then his tamatta is void and he will be absolved of the sacrifice of tamtta 
and if he has brought an animal to sacrifice then he may do with it whatever he likes. 

Just as when a mufrid misses the hajj, it becomes wajib (obligatory) on him to redeem only hajj 
next year, so too the qiran and tamatta, make only lmjj wajib (obligatory) on the pilgrim next year. 


UMRAH IS NEVER MISSED: Umrah is never missed because it may be performed any 
time during the year, except on the day of Arafah, the day of eed ul Adha and the days of 
tashriq. On the other hand, hajj may be performed on the specified time and day as 
determined day Shari'ah. 




(4J* <$*=*) - 


^ U sill J Cj iji 


2711. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allah's Messenger visited 

(his paternal cousin) Sayyidah Duba'ah bint Zubayr a* ii\ (when he was 
proceeding for hajj). He asked her, 'Perhaps you intend to perform hajj (with us)?" 
She submitted. By Allah, I suffer from pain." He comforted her, "Do perform hajj 
but (when you assume the ihrain (pilgrim-robe)) make the condition: 





{O Allah, the place where I relinquish the ihrain (pilgrim-robe) is where you restr ain 
me (because my illness.} 1 

COMMENTARY: The prophet Muhammad ^jaJp^i^Lo advised her to include in her resolve 
the words that she would put off the ihrain (pilgrim-robe) where her illness intensified and 
she found it impossible to proceed further. 

The imams who contend that there is only one form of ihsar, fear of the enemy, cite 
this hadith. If it was permitted to put off the ihram (pilgrim-robe) because of illness then 
there was no point in making the stipulation, they argue. 

Imam Abu Hanifah says that one of the forms of ihsar is illness. He cites the hadith of 
Sayyiduna Hajja) ibn Amr Ansari (# 2713). He also points out that Sayyiduna lbn 

Umar (JL.jaJpJiijl. denied that any conditional clause can be included in the resolve. He used 
to say to those who made a stipulation, "Does not the Prophet Muhammad's ^ } aUc. h 
$unnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad pX-j & J^>) suffice you?" As for the Prophet 
advised to Sayyidah Duba'ah (in this hadith), the Hanafis say that it was to permit her 

to release herself from the restrictions of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) quickly. Without the 
stipulation, she would have had to wait for the hadyi; to reach the Haram -md be slaughtered 
there before putting off her ihram (pilgrim-robe). Hence, Imam Abu Hanifah abides by 
this procedure that unless the animal is slaughtered the ihmm (pilgrim-robe) cannot be 
relinquished, but if he condition in included in the intention then the ihram (pilgrim-robe) may 


1 Bukhari # 5089, Muslim # 104.1207, Nasa'i # 2768, Musnad Ahmad 6.164. 
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be discarded simply on encountering the ihsar without the animal being scarified. 

SECTION II jjiuli 

HADYI OF MUHSIR SLAUGHTERED ONLY IN THE HARAM 

\}ji ijJI I45li-2>i j4jLj < W ' T ) 


—21 jj —frLaiill (j j~5jjl.l>»l£ 

2712. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas a^&^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
commanded his sahabah (Prophet's companions) that, at the umrat ul qada 

(the redeeming umrah), they should sacrifice animals in place of the animals of 
hadyi that they had slaughtered in the year of al-Hudaybiyah. 1 
COMMENTARY: At the Umrat ul qada, the sahabah were to sacrifice animals at the Haram 
so that the hadyi may be slaughtered in the Haram. The animal of hadyi against ihsar is 
slaughtered in the Haram. Imam Abu Hanifah Ai-uj-j abides by this ruling. This meaning will 
apply if it is confirmed that during the year of Hudaybiyah the animals of h adyi were 
slaughtered outside the Haram. But, if it is said that they were slaughtered in the Haram 
because most of Hudaybiyah is within the Haram (see commentary to hadith # 2707, but 
there it is said that some - not most - of it is part of Haram) then this command would be of 
a precautionary nature and to earn more excellence. The command would be said to be of 
the kind of mustahab (desirable). 

Some copies of the mishkat do not have the name of the transmitter. Some do have 'Abu 
Dawud.' Yet another has the word {(i-aiA-ij) - It has a story.} 

[The story is: Maymun ibn Mahran h was stopped by the people of Syria from 
proceeding ahead when they had besieged Sayyiduna Ibn Zubayr au^i^j at Makkah. He 
sacrificed the animals at that spot and put off his ihram (pilgrim-robe) and returned. Next 
year he redeemed his umrah and sought advice of Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas a*^^ who 
advised him to get another animal and narrated to him the hadith.] 

ILLNESS AMOUNTS TO IHSAR 


jJz9 f:j\j~£&& alii (JU CA 0 s "j 

(J jjlSjil S\jJ JJIJ SJ\SjS\J o\JJ — £l£j iJS. 





„ 9 „ . 


ljuhjllj 


2713. Sayyiduna al-Hajja] ibn Amr al-Ansari AiP^i^j narrated that Allah's Messenger 
(^JL.jAieiijLo said, "If anyone breaks a limb or becomes lame then he comes out of the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe). It is wajib (obligatory) on him to perform hajj next year." 2 
According to another version of Abu Dawud, he also said, "or falls ill." 3 
COMMENTARY: This hadith confirms that there can be other hindrances to the path of hajj 


1 Abu Dawud # 1864. 

2 Tirmidhi # 941, Abu Dawud # 1862, Nasa'i # 3861, Ibn Majah # 3077, Daraqutni # 19 (Muwaqit), 
Musnad Ahmad 3-450. 

3 Abu Dawud. 




690 


Translation & Commentary of M1SHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


or umrah besides the enemy, like illness. In such cases, the pilgrim may relinquish the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe). This hadith is rated hasan by Tirmidhi, so if Bagawi calls it da'if it does 
not matter. Tirmidhi's rating is preferred. 

STANDING AT ARAFAT IS MAIN PART OF HAJJ 


& Ml Js ^jJI (Ji Itj (YV ' 1 > 

£jll»<J4s L>^l 

^>_>l jJaj^Lo (j 4 jJI 13 (j?I o\ 4ilc_> j], if.9 Ck° JS ^ 4 ^ 



2714. Sayyiduna Abdur Rahman ibn Ya'mar ad Dilyi narrated that he heard 

the Prophet Muhammad (JL-j u* & say, "Hajj is (standing at) ARafah. If anyone 
gets to Arafat on the night of Muzdalifah (10 th Dhul Hijjah) before dawn (of 10 th ) 
then he has made hajj. The days of Mina are three (11 th to 13 th ): 


4$£ j£\ ^9 


{Whosoever hastens out after his stay of two days (at Mina) there is no sin in him 
and whosoever delays there is no sin on him} 1 (2:203) 

COMMENTARY: If anyone casts pebbles on the three pillars on the twelfth after zuhr and 
returns to Makkah then he earns no sin and he will not have to stay at Mina on the night 
preceding the 13 th and to cast, pebbles on the 13 th . 

Similarly, if anyone delays and stays beyond the 12 th into the 13 th and casts pebbles on the 
night, there is no sin on him too. Both these ways are allowed but it is better to delay 
because there is more chance of worship in it. 

During the jahiliyah some people said that it was sin to hasten and others called delay a 
sin. So, this command corrects the nation. 

This chapter does not have Section III 


CHAPTER - XV 

THE HAJRAM (OR THE SACRED TERRITORY) OF JUj&l 

MAKKAH - MAY ALLAH, THE EXALTED, ' 

PRESERVE ITS SANCTITY! 


Hamm is that piece of land that is around the Ka'bah. Allah has made this territory sacred 
because of the sacredness of the Ka'bah. This land is called Hamm because of whose 
sanctity and greatness Allah has made many things haraam, forbidden, within its limits 
which are not forbidden elsewhere. For instance, it is not proper to hunt, chop trees, pester 
animals, etc within its limits. 

Some ulama (Scholars) say that this piece of (land became Haram (sacred) when Allah sent 
down Sayyiduna Aadam He was afraid of the devils lest they ruin him. So, Allah 


1 Abu Dawud # 1949, Tirmidhi # 890, Ibn Majah # 3015, Darimi # 1887, Nasa'i # 3044, Musnad 
Ahamad 4.335. 
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sent the angels to him and they surrounded Makkah from all the sides. The area that they 
surrounded became the limits of the Haram and the territory between the Ka'bah and the 
positions of the angels became the Haram. 

Some authorities say that when Sayyiduna Aadam (OUitu* placed the Hajr Aswad (Black 
Stone) at its position while building the Ka'bah, a large tract of land around was 
illuminated. The entire illuminated surrounding was made the Haram. 

The limits of the Haram are: 

• towards Madinahi three miles (up to Tan'im), 

• towards yemen, Ta'if, Ja'ranah and Jeddah: seven miles. 

Some books write that towards Jeddah, it is ten miles and towards Ja'rannah nine miles. 

On all sides where the land of the Haram ends, boundary marks are erected to show the 
limit. However, they are not erected on the side towards Jeddah and Ja'ranah. 

SECTION I 

MERIT OF THE HARAM OF MAKKAH 


Ja jJji jti jiS yi I (J. (rvn-w\o) 
zsjs. ili jilj jJjj&ii isij 

i&UVi^ jiZjij $$ JlSjJi JgjS ills l* iglUjj Jisiji iAJVij 

(>«Vl,<cJai3 I4ari$ Vj Vi jLi»5 V £>£ 

-_^i>?l VI jus yiVljill yiUiil jus UUI Vi 

—jblLa Vl U£la3 V. .Ai jl 4^1 5 


2715. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas as-M^ narrated that Allah's Messenger (A-jUp-itjU said 
on the day of the conquest of Makkah, "There is now no hijrah (from Makkah to 
Madinah as farad). Rather, there is jihad and (in deeds, the sincerity of) intention. 
So, when you are called to (join in) jihad, go forward (and participate)." And, he 
also said on the day of the conquest of Makkah, "Surely, this town, Allah made it 
sacred on the day He created the heavens and the earth. Hence, it is sacred by the 
sacredness conferred on it by Allah till the day of resurrection. (So, it is forbidden 
to mankind to violate its sancitity.) Without doubt, neither to anyone before me nor 
to me was (killing and) fighting permitted in it, and it was made lawful to me only 
during an hour on one day (of the conquest of Makkah). So, it is sacred by the 
sacredness conferred on it by Allah till the day of resurrection (till the first trumpet 
is blown on that day). Its thorns should not be cut. Its game should not be hurt, all 
that is dropped should not be picked up except by one who makes a public 
announcement about it, and its fresh herbage should not be plucked." 

Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas ax-M^j submitted. "But idhkar (a kind of grass), O Messenger 
of Allah, for it is useful to their blacksmiths (ironsmiths and goldsmiths) and to 
their houses (for their roofs)." So, he agree, "Except idhkar." 1 


1 Bukhari # 1834, Musilm # 445-1353, Nasa'i # 2874, Ibn Majah # 2109, Musnad Ahmad 1-259. 
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2716. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated it with these words, "Its trees' 

should not be chopped and what is dropped may be picked up by none save one 
who makes an announcement for it." 1 

COMMENTARY: When the Prophet Muhammad emigrated to Madinah from 

Makkah, hijrah (or emigration) was fard(compulsory) on every person who was able to do 
so. When Makkah was liberated, this hijrah came to an end because Makkah was no more 
Darul-Harb, land of battle or enemy territory. However, jihad and good intention to do 
deeds will continue to earth reward forever. So, too the hijrah that one undertakes for 
Islam, and its commands and symbols, remains and will also fetch reward. 

Since it is disallowed to cut thorny trees, the chopping down of trees without thorns is more 
wrong. According to the Hidayah, if anyone plucks grass or cuts trees that do not belong to 
anyone then it is wajib (obligatory) on him to reimburse its price, but it will not be wajib 
(obligatory) if dry grass is cut off though even that is wrong. It is also disallowed to graze on 
its grass, but adhkar may be cut and grazed on, and like it truffle is also exempted. Imam 
ShafiT j however, said that is allowed to graze animals on the land of the Haram. 

'Luqtah' is anything unclaimed on the ground. Its owner is not known and is untraced. 
Elsewhere, apart from the Haram, if anyone finds such a thing, he must continue to 
announce the find but if the owner is not traced and he himself is poor he may take it 
otherwise give it away as charity. If after that, the owner comes up he must pay him its 
price. As for such property found in the Haram, the finder will have to make announcement 
till the owner is traced. He can neither use it himself no give it away as charity. Imam 
ShafiT ifo abides by this. But, most ulama (Scholars) and the Hanafis maintain that the 
same command applies to luqtah in the Haram as elsewhere. They cite the hadith that 
speaks of luqtah generally and will be narrated in the chapter of luqtah. 

The ulama (Scholars) interpret the hadith to mean that the finder of luqtah of Haram must 
announce it for one year in Makkah as is done elsewhere. He must not do it only in the 
days of hajj. No one should misunderstand that the luqtah of Haram should be announced 
only in the days of hajj. 

NOT PROPER TO CARRY WEAPONS IN MAKKAH UNNECESSARILY 



CpJu ^ o o\jj) — 

2717. Sayyiduna Jabir narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger 

say, "It is not permitted to any of you to carry weapon is Makkah." 2 
COMMENTARY: Most ulama (Scholars) hold that it is not proper to carry weapons in Makkah 
unnecessarily. However, Imam Hasan j said that it is not proper even when necessary. 


QUESTION OF RETALIATION & PRESCRIBED PUNISHMENT IN MAKKAH 
kzy UII J-fliJi 4JJ Jtj ^lli jjz zt* ( yvu ) 


1 Muslim # 447-1355, Abu Dawud # 2017, Musnad Ahmad 2-288. 

2 Muslim # 149-1356. 
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2718. Sayyiduna Anas 4 **^ narrated that the Prophet Muhammad j 41 JU> 
entered Makkah on the day of the conquest (of Makkah). He had a helmet on his 
head. As he removed it, a man (Sayyiduna Fadl ibn Ubayd) came to him and 

said that Ibn Khatal (a renegade) was hanging on to the curtain of the Ka'bah. He 
instructed him to kill him. 1 

COMMENTARY: Teebi said that Imam ShafiT cites the Prophet Muhammad's 
(►L-ja example of coming to Makkah with a helmet to prove that one who has no 
intention of performing Jmjj or umrah may enter Makkah without assuming the ihrmti 
(pilgrim-robe). The Hanafis, however, maintain that no outsider can enter Makkah without 
assuming the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at the miqat whether he comes for the pilgrimage or for 
any other purpose. They rely on the Prophet Muhammad's (JUjAjpiiiiju instructions to this 
effect. Moreover, the ihram (pilgrim-robe) is assumed to respect the sanctity of Makkah 
whatever the purpose of arrival. 

On the day of conquest of Makkah, on the particular hour of confrontation, the Prophet 
Muhammad (jL.jUe.aju> was permitted to enter without the ihram (pilgrim-robe). He said in 
an earlier hadith (2715) that it was made lawful for him during that hour. 

Allamah Teebi aw-j said about Ibn Khatal that he was a Muslim but had turned apostate 
and he had killed a Muslim. Who was his servant. He had also hired a singing girl who 
composed satirical poem about the prophet Muhammad (*JL»j*>ajLp, his sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) and Islam. 

Imam Maalik and Imam ShafiT aSha^j deduce from this hadith that it is allowed to 
seek retaliation and to impose the limits in Makkah. Imam Abu Hanifah said that it is 
not allowed and the Prophet Muhammad (JUjU*.3iiju> had imposed the punishment on Ibn 
Khatal during the hour that was made lawful to him. 

ENTERING MAKKAH WITHOUT IHRAM (PILGRIM-ROBE) 


to SJ ✓ + 1 S» 1 ^ 


, s (xm) 


2719. Sayyiduna Jabir a^a&i^j narrated that, on the day of the conquest of Makkah, 
Allah's Messenger (jUjU»iiii ju> entered (Makkah) wearing a black turban but he had 
not assumed the ihram (pilgrim-robe). 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (JUjU^t ju> had a helmet on him and a turban 
over it. See commentary on hadith # 2718. This hadith is evidence that a black turban may 
be worn, being mustahab (desirable). 

FOR WARNING ABOUT MISCHIEF AT THE KA'BAH 


pi J * 13 U £^£ji ^ u^f j’yk A -3 &i j-* jtl dJ (I lL:ic (WY * ) 


1 Bukhari # 1836, Muslim # 450. 1357, Tirmidhi 1693, Nasa'i # 2867, Muwatta Maalik 247 ( Hajj ) 
Musnad Ahmad 3-164. 

2 Muslim # 451-1358, Nasa'i # 2869, Darimi # 2869. 
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2720. Sayyidah Ayshah narrated that Allans Messenger (►L.jA-uaj^ said, 

"An army will advance to attack the Ka'bah but the first of them and the last of 
them will be swallowed up in a wide desert." She asked him, "O Messenger of 
Allah, how will the first and the last of them be swallowed up when there would be 
among them their merchants and those not belonging to them?" He repeated, "The 
first of them and the last of them will be swallowed up. However, later they would 
be resurrected in keeping with their intentions." 1 
COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (jL.j4jU.ai gave this advance warning of the 
times when the world would be towards its closing days. After the coming of Imam Mahdi, 
an army of the rulers of Egypt, Sufyani, will set out towards Makkah to desecrate the Ka'bah. 
However, they will not achieve their vile ambition. The earth will swallow them up. 

At the time of resurrection, those who were not part of the army but were compulsorily 
taken along to swell numbers will be judged according to their intentions. 


HE WHO WOULD DEFILE THE KA'BAH 


&i J iuSJI jL^3 & Sill jijl JJ45 jll jlS iJijZ J cJ-i (m '> 




2721. Sayyiduna Abu hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL.J4JL.&IJLP 

said, "Dhu as suwaqatayn (the one possessing short and thin legs) from Ethiopia 
will desecrate the Ka'bah." 2 

COMMENTARY: It is destined that the venerated Ka'bah will be destroyed by a lowly 
man. After that, the last Hour would follow and this earth would be eliminated. The 
creatures in this earth are closely linked with the Ka'bah. 


l a Ijj) — djIt I I (jp- O* I ^ Y Y ^ 


2722. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (JL.j-Op.ii 

said, "It is as though I see the black deformed toed man demolishing it (the Ka'bah) 
stone by stone." 3 


COMMENTARY: (^*ii) is one with overlapping toes and heels are separated from shins. 
(He is proud and walks with toes turned inwards and heels outward. - Arabic English 
Disctionary - wortabet.) 4 


SECTION II 

HOARDING IN THE HARAM TO MAKE MONEY 


^ i j&iii jti dn J-& -in jjjlj ^±j\ jiS cA\ & (WYr) 


(jJI Jjjl oljj) SbL) 


1 Bukhari # 2118, Muslim # 8-2884 (with words differing). 

2 Bukhari # 1591, Muslim # 57-2909, Nasa'i # 2904, Musnad Ahmad 2-310. 

3 Bukhari # 1595. 

4 See before & After the last hear Ibn Kathir (English tr) Darul Isha'at Karachi. 
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2723. Sayyiduna Ya'la ibn Umayyah said that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Hoarding food in the sacred territory (of the Haram) to be able to sell at 

exorbitant prices is irreverence to it." 1 

COMMENTARY: This kind of a thing is a social injustice as well as sin in the eyes of 
Shari'ah. It is forbidden everywhere, but in the Haram it is severely detested and it to turn 
away from the truth to falsehood. Allah says about such waywardness in the Haram: 


0-5 ^3JJ^p.Lla.i Ak u^J 


{And whose intends Profanity therein wrongfully, we shall make him taste of a 
painful chastisement} (22:25) 

It is makruh(unbecoming) to hoard provision of man and animals in a city whose dwellers 
feel the pinch of it. 


EXCELLENCE OF MAKKAH 


f}\ Jjj Oa U xk^jlzj ill Jji jll jl! O^o?lofi (wu) 


vILjAa. IJu> (Jllj oljj j l V jij 


2724. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas 4*4*^ narrated that Allah's Messenger (JL.jUpiiiOL> said 
to Makkah, "What an excellent town you are! How dear to me you are! Had not my 
people driven me away from you, I would not live anywhere besides you." 2 
COMMENTARY: This hadith is evidence that Makkah is more excellent then Madinah. 
This is what most ulama (Scholars) say but Imam Maalik maintained that Madinahy 
is more excellent then Makkah. 

^ C-dlj s-\CA U^J 


I o Ij j) 

2725. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Adil ibn Hamra narrated that he saw Allah's 

Messenger (jL.jUp-.aii ju> stand at Hazwarah and say, "By Allah, the best portion of 
Allah's earth and the dearest of it to Him are you. Here I not driven away from you, 

I would not have gone." 3 
COMMENTARY: Hazwarah is a place in Makkah. 

A believer must regard his residence in Makkah as a great honour. He must not surrender 
this privilege unless he is compelled by a religious or worldly need to emigrate. To enter 
Makkah is a honour and to gout of it is ill-luck. 

It is stated in Durr Mukhtar that if anyone is certain that he will not commit sin then he 
must take up residence in these two cities (Makkah and Madinah). But, if anyone is not 
sure, then he must not take up residence in these places. 


1 Abu Dawud # 2020. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3952. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3951, Ibn Majah # 3108, Musnad Ahmad 4-305, Darimi # 2510. 
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SECTION III 




(j Jjj, 1 Ji iIj>^JI Cpj3s&\ o £2 jP <j' lA 

tfj u^dj i u*jsi idj 1i#libs siji jil ii jjij sli 1 JUi 5S?* aSj-asij 

u^-jP J^-l jU Sj4'-* i Vi *^4^3 £^°V 

u!ji J-& jfijJ.^^Jiillaill l pjid l^ajUj^sdMJ^pM ^pij 
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ljU Vj Ig-elS j^ V^jil 53 >ibl (3 id, .iijju Jiit Li jl* jlS jj4i £jj j(l U £ji 

-ibUAl ibjil ijs^l»cpl IJlI VJ^gJL 


2726. Sayyiduna Abu Shurayh al-Adawi ^ narrated that he said to Amr ibn 
Sa'eed when he was dispatching an army to Makkah, "Permit me, O amir, to narrate 
to you what Allah's Messenger p*)A±s>kj*> said standing on the morning after the 
conquest (of Makkah). My two ears heard it and my heat remember it, and my both 
eyes observed it while he spoke. He praised Allah and glorified Him. He said: 
"Allah has made Makkah sacred and men have not made it sacred. It is not allowed 
to a man who believes in Allah and the Last Day to shed blood here or to cut down 
its trees. So, if anyone regards fighting allowed because of the fighting of Allah's 
Messenger here, then tell them that Allah had permitted His Messenger and has not 
permitted him. And permission was granted to me only for some time during the 
day and the sanctity is restored hereafter today as its sanctity was last evening. So, 
let those who are present convey it to those who are not present here." 

Sayyiduna Abu Shurayh A^k^j was asked, "What did amr say to you?" He said that 
he boasted, "I know that better than you, O Abu Shurayh. Surely the Haratn does 
not give sanctuary to the disobedient and the fugitives who shed blood and the 
fugitives who commit crime." 1 
Bukhari's version has "who commit fault." 2 


COMMENTARY: Amr ibn Sa'eed was governor of Madinah for the caliph Abdul Maalik 
ibn Marwan. When be decided to send an army to Makkah to annihilate Sayyiduna 
Abdullah ibn zubayr A^k^j, Sayyiduna Abu Shurayh a^m^j, a sahabi, expressed disgust 
at this move. He conveyed to him the Prophet Muhammad (jL-j-o *kp* message that even 
one deserving to be killed should not be killed in Makkah, what then to say of a glorious 
sahabi to kill whom he was dispatching an army. Amr argued that Makkah did not give 
refuge to one who disobeyed the caliph. In other words, Amr thought that Abdul Malik 
was a genuine caliph and Abdullah ibn Zubayr A*k a rebel. The Marwan was not a 


1 Bukhari # 1832, Muslim # 446-1354, Tirmidhi # 809, Nasa'i # 1873, Musnad Ahmad 6-385. 

2 Bukhari # 104. 


697 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAAB1H 


Vol.2 


genuine caliph so anyone who rejected him could not be legally called a rebel. Moreover, 
Amr ibn Sa'eed accused Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Zubayr of shedding blood and 

robbery and held him liable to be punished. 

Indeed, they did martyr him in the Haram. 

V Ail alJl Jj-ij (JLs Jb aj£jj ( 3 1 cA (WYV) 

(a_^.Lo ( 3 ^ 1 olj.j) -Iv — JL. j . 31 I lib ( 3 ^ aAJAL| <>j Jb 1 j 4 he. LojiOt 


2727. Sayyiduna Ayyash ibn Abu Rabi'ah al-Makhzumi narrated that Allah's 

Messenger ^j Ait JL* said, "This ummah will not cease to follow good (and 
prosper) as long as they give respect to this sacredness (of Makkah and the Haram 
of Makkah) the way it deserves respect. When they abandon the respect due to it, 
they will perish. 


CHAPTER - XVI 

THE HARAM OF MADINAH - MAY ALLAH THE JUu&l l 

EXALTED PRESERVE ITS SANCTITY '' l 


There are ahadith on the sacredness of Madinah and its surrounding land, But, the ulama 
(Scholars) have different opinion about it. The Hanafi ulama (Scholars) say that their 
sacredness means that the city and land on all its four sides must be sanctified and 
respected, but it is not the same command with as much severity as for Makkah and its 
surroundings. Thus, according to the Hanafi School it is not forbidden to cut trees etc and 
to hunt in Madinah and its surrounding lands. 


However, the other three imams contend that the gravity of the sacredness of the Haram of 
Makkah and of the Haram of Madinah are at par. Hence, their contention is that the same 
things are forbidden in Madinah and its surroundings as are forbidden in Makkah and its 
surroundings However, they do concede that if these things are perpetrated in the Haram 
of Madinah, jaza or recompense will not be wajib (obligatory). 

SECTION I jjStj-ft 

THE LIMIT OF THE HARAM OF MADINAH 
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2728. Sayyiduna Ali narrated, "We did not write anything on the authority of 

Allah's Messenger but the Quran and that which is in this sahifah." He 

also narrated that Allah's Messenger JL* said, "Madinah is sacred between 

ayr and Thawr. Hence, if anyone innovates here a bid'ah, or gives protection to an 
innovator then on him is the curse of Allah, the angels and the people all together 
and no (deed) obligatory and supererogatory are accepted from him. The protection 
extended by the Muslims is the same for which the humblest of them may 
endeavour. Hence, if anyone breaks a covenant made by a Muslim, the curse of 
Allah, the angels and the people all together is on him. No obligation and 
supererogatory (deeds) are accepted from him. If anyone contracts alliance with a 
people without permission of his own compatriots, then the curse of Allah, the 
angels and the people all together is on him. No obligatory and supererogatory 
(deeds) are accepted from him." 

Another version of Bukhari and Muslim also has: "If anyone ascribes his parentage 
to other than his father or his service to other than his master, then the curse of 
Allah, t he angels and all the people together is on him and no obligatory and 
supererogatory (deeds) are accepted from him." 1 
COMMENTARY: Perhaps some people may have had a misconception that the Prophet 
Muhammad ^_> Up & JL* had given Sayyiduna Ali something apart from the 

Quran of which no one else knew anything. Sayyiduna Ali denied that he had 

anything, saying that he had written only the Quran as he dictated it to him, or some 
ahadith about the commands that he had jotted down in a sahifah (document), 'this 
sahifah' means sheets of paper with written material about commands of blood wit and 
of some other subjects. He kept it in the sheath of his sword. Of the other material was 
the command about Madinah that Sayyiduna Ali mentioned in the hadith under 

discussion. Its territory is defined and such things are forbidden therein as do not behave 
its high standing and sanctity. 

However, Imam Shafi'I considers y or mean ((*>>■) meaning, "Madinah is like the 
Haram (<v) of Makkah. Whatever is haraam (fiy) - forbidden) in Haram Makkah are also 
forbidden in Haram Madinah. He defines the limits of Haram Madinah between the two 
mountains Ayr and Thawr to either side of Madinah. 

'Fard(compulsory) (obligatory) and supererogatory will not be accepted from him/ The 
word (^^>) stands for both. The sentence could also mean 'repentance and intercession 
will not be accepted from him.' Similarly, the word ( J^p) stands for both 'supererogatory' 
and 'fard(compulsory) or obligatory.' And, as some say (Jup) could also mean intercession 
and 'repentance.' 

The next command that Sayyiduna Ali read from the sahifah concerned protection 

extended by a Muslim to someone. It must be honoured by all other Muslims. 

The next concerned forming an alliance with some people without permission of the parent 
body. This refers to the word This word also refers to a freedman. If a master sets his slave 


1 Bukhari # 1870, Muslim # 467-1370, Tirmidhi # 2134, Abu Dawud # 2034, Darimi # 2529, Musnad 
Ahmad 1-81. 
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free, and the slave has no posterity as heir then the rights of inheritance belong to his master. 

SAYINGS OF SHI'AH REJECTED: The Shi'ah claim that the Prophet Muhammad -uipisi^L* 
(U-j had his will written down by Sayyiduna Ali 'He had dictated many things 

therein. Among these things was the nomination of Sayyiduna Ali as his Caliphate, 

succeeding him immediately on his death. Only a few of the ahlul bayt had knowledge of this 
will (Among them Sayyiduna Ali Sayyidah Fatimah and so on.) No one else 

know of that/ This saying of the Shi'ahs is simply falsehood because the hadith under 
discussion rejects it, and Sayyiduna Ali -up-fo^j himself said it explicitly that he did not write 
anything for the Prophet Muhammad (jUjUpitojU but the Quran and those sheets of paper. 
This hadith tells us that it is mustahab (desirable) to write down what is knowledge. It is a 
great service and earns much reward. 

RESIDENCE IN MADINAH SPELLS PROSPERITY IN BOTH WORLDS 


sXJl j.p!\ &jLj jde ii)l J* *ill jj-ij jll jll JAi (J-i WU 

SjJI jjJl Vj l «•£ Lkj lit Uios V I jitS iiijjl jll j U iji Jskji UALU 

{j 


2729. Sayyiduna Sa'd narrated that Allah's Messenger Up in JL* said, "I 

declare sacred the land between the bases of the two mountains of Madinah. Thus 
its thorny trees must not be chopped nor its game be killed." 

He said also, "Madinah is best for them (who reside here) only if they realize it. No 
one goes away from it out of dislike of it, but Allah brings in it someone better than 
he (who goes away) to replace him. No one remains here enduring hardship and 
anxiety but I will intercede for him .on the day of resurrection" - or, he said - "be 
witness in his favour." 1 

COMMENTARY: This hadith gives glad tidings to those who reside in Madinah 
permanently. It is necessary for a believer to be grateful to Allah for making him a citizen 
of the two noble Harams (Makkah and Madinah) for it is a mighty blessing. He must 
endure difficulties and must not ignore these places and be attracted by the outward glory 
of other cities. Real blessing and comfort are of the next world: 




{O Allah, there is no comfort but the comfort of the hereafter.} 

(Hadith of Bukhari # 2835, Muslim # 130-1805, Musnad Ahmad 3-172) 

ONE WHO ENDURES DIFFICULTY & ANXIETY IN MADINAH 




d L4 lij pI/V ^ (JLl 

a I(XaJ I liL l l a . * Yj I 0-J 


2730. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ^jUp-ii 

said, "None of my ummah endures the hardship of Madinah and its severity, but I 


1 Muslim # 459-1363, Musnad Ahmad 1-181. 
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shall be an intercessor for him on the day of resurrection." 1 

PROPHETS PRAYER FOR MADINAH 

jjl! oJlLI 1 jUJjl li (Jl s3j£J ) 

j j, 15JJ 153 cJ_>b <J 113 cLLjb J <J 153 k£J^b J 15^ (Jtd tiJ^b 

U Ji* *55J4i3, 1 Uftj II4 dJUS iJ 1J ^5j' 11 f 


(^cJk^wO Oi Jl3,j4i^*59 l3 ,/‘*** d l (JtsJJj ^Sl^3dJlcJ 


2731. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah -u^^j narrated that when the people saw the first 
fruit (it was their practice that) they brought the fruit to the Prophet Muhammad 
(jUjUpii. When he took it, he prayed: 


£jj, JL&1M bli (j 153 i^J^b j!5%L^ (j L53 dJ_;b J (Jla5jj- 3 153 t^J^b J b(J153 <«i|^b JS453I 
U (JiUj a5j k£Jji-il blj .IS^cJlcS IjjJ ilJiipJ viJJbc. i^jJ '»5Ji£jj cJJbc. 


lia rflJUj *LS5i3 cJtfrJ 

[O Allah, bless us in our fruits and bless us in our city. And bless us in our Sa' and 
bless us in our mudd. 

O Allah, surely Ibrahim was Your slave and your friend and your prophet. And, 
indeed, I am your slave and your prophet. He had prayed to you for Makkah and I 
pray to you for Madinah the like of what he had prayed for Makkah, and as much 
of it again] 

After that, he invited the youngest child to him and he gave him that fruit. 2 

COMMENTARY: The words 'bless us' mean 'to increase for us/ Hence, give us more fruit, 
make our city more expansive and accommodating; As a result of his prayer, the area of the 
city and its population increased and its culture and civic life prospered and became 
exemplary. The Masjid Nabawi (Prophet's mosque) too was expanded. People came and 
settled here. Blessing in Sa' and mudd means 'more provision.' 

Sayyiduna Ibrhim <*%-!'is Allah's Khalil (friend) and the Prophet Muhammad 
is His habib (dear one). The rank of the habib is higher than a Khalil's, but the Prophet 
Muhammad ^ jUpIiJL* only mentioned Prophet Ibrahim's epithet in his prayer and 

omitted his own out of humility. He sufficed to call himself Allah's slave and Prophet. 

SACREDNESS OF MADINAH 


A.Sla Ja gjLfel I. v • ) \ (Jb ^55 3131 Q*" -a' 0^3 

t£9 e&o U 6&U Ui> 

A 0 -*-*!£]. V),S 


1 Musilm # 484-1378, Muwatta Maalik # 3 (Madinah) Musnad Ahmad 2-288. 

2 Muslim # 473-1373, Tirmidhi # 3465, Ibn Majah # 3329, Darimi # 2072, Muwatta Maalik # 2 
Madinah Musnad Ahmad 2-330. 
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2732. Sayyiduna Abu Sa'eed narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

(4-j said, "Ibrahim made Makkah sacred and made it (the) Haram (sacred 

area) and I have made Madinah respectable and made it a Haram, all the land 
between its two mountains. It demands that blood should not be shed in it, 
weapons should not be carried in it to fight and the leaves (of its trees) should not 
be beaten off in it save for fodder. 1 

COMMENTARY: Allamah Toorpushti said that (JbxJic-.y^ij) does not mean: I have 
made Madinah sacred, but I have made it respectable and it does not refer to the 
commands that concern the Haram (that forbid hunting, etc) This is clear from the Prophet 
Muhammad's (JL.jAJu.iijL> words: 'Its leaves should not be beaten off but for fodder, because 
it is never proper in Makkah at all. As for hunting, though some sahabah (Prophet's 
companions) have called it unlawful (in Madinah), yet many sahabah (Prophet's 

companions) did not forbid hunting birds in Madinah. Moreover we have never 

heard of the Prophet Muhammad ,JLjAjUisnjL. forbidden it (in any hadith). 

This was the gist of what Toorpushti it a*^ j said, Mulla Ali Qari has discussed it in great 
detail. Scholars may see his sharh. 

SA'D'S SPOILS 


4Ljyf \&£ fek life JLfejl $*£L J! c4jl is jjls cA ^toc£j (Yvrr > 

—o o i j j ) i JS ^jJ\ jLlj *££ 4ii i aIi i j jj,j di*, SjT sjjl 


2733. Sayyiduna Aamir ibn Sa'd & reported that Sayyiduna Sa'd (ibn Abu 
Waqqas) rode to his castle in al-Aqiq (near Madinah). He found (on his way) 

slave cutting down tree or beating of their leaves. So (punish him), he took away his 
garments. When Sa'd a^i^j returned (to Madinah), the slave's masters came to him 
and requested him to return to their slave, or to them, what he had taken from their 
slave. But, he said, "I seek refuge in Allah, lest I returned anything that Allah's 
Messenger (jL.jA-U.au jl> has let me get as spoils." He refused to return it to them. 2 


COMMENTARY: Sa'd's saying that Allah's Messenger (Jl-jaJl.&i^ let him get those 

things as spoils means that he gave permission that if anyone was caught hunting or 
cutting trees in Madinah then his clothes must be confiscated. So, perhaps this hadith is 
abrogated or the Prophet Muhammad (JLjaJU,5iijl> permission was only by way of warning. 
Teebi -iiA^j said that Imam Maalik Jbia^j and Imam Shafi'I contend that hunting and 
chopping trees in Madinah do not make an expiation Wajib (obligatory). These things are 
forbidden in Madinah without calling for an atonement or recompense. Some other ulama 
(Scholars) maintain, however, that just as recompense becomes wajib (obligatory) in Makkah 
so too it becomes wajib (obligatory) in Madinah when these things are perpetrated. On the 
other hand. Imam Abu Hanifah Aia^-j said that these things are not forbidden in Madinah 
but merely makruh(unbecoming). 


1 Muslim # 475-1374. 

2 Muslim # 461-1364, Musnad Ahmad 1-168. 
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PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S PRAYER FOR MADINAH'S CLIMATE 

J Jl'l jliJ 4l31 j-£ 4 IM >* 4 ® UJ cJlS il$i &-J (Yvri ^ 
l£fjf lilsJ' fcj*dl Hft J4l3i jtil >Lj. 4131 ill di»J 

(*uic (3^) _<Lo»«LL U> Jjsi 1 J LajJ J I4&L0 <J Hi cLJ^b J 


2734. Sayyduna Ayshah narrated that when Allah's Messenger 

came to Madinah, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna Bilal fell ill 

and had fever. So, he informed Allah's Messenger 4-0 & J-* about it. Then, he 

prayed: 


U IU JiSij UJi i LfeU (J Hi dJ^bj liljl its ISzW &345S1 Hill i 4 lil 

AiilbUkiU 


{O Allah, make Madinah dear to us as you had made Makkah dear to us, or more 
than that. And make it (more) healthy. And bless us in its sa' and its mudd. And, 
transfer its fever putting it al-Jufah.} 1 


COMMENTARY: It is said that when Sayyidah Ayshah paid visit to see her ailing 

father, Sayyiduna Abu Bakr he made mention of Makkah and its emigrating 

atmosphere. She mentioned this to the Prophet Muhammad 4-_> -Up & Ju> who made the 
foregoing prayer. 

Al-Juhfah is a place between Makkah and Madinah. The Jews lives there. This hadith is 
evidence that Muslims may pray for the disbelievers to be overcome by destructive 
illnesses and for their cities to be destroyed. Indeed, there is another tradition too 
mentioning illnesses and diseases in Madinah before the Prophet Muhammad's 
emigration to Madinah. So the Prophet Muhammad fJujUe-*) aijL> had those diseases sent to 
the territories of the infidels (though prayers to Allah). 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S 4 -jU^^U DREAM INTERPRETED 


isj4b Sljil j3JJ1 bj j (34^ CA <UI jJs- 0&-J (^To) 

y 9 

—Ajaiwi.1 4-44^ J-bj ^ • j l J Hs 3 il 34 ill (jA (Jtfljpl 


2735. Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that concerning dream of 

the Prophet Muhammad ^l-jUp^JUp about Madinah. (He, the Pr^pnet Muhammad 
said) "I saw a black woman with dishevelled hair go out of Madinah 
and into Mahya'ah. So I interpreted it to mean that the pestilence of Madinah had 
transferred to Mahya'ah which is al-Juhfah." 2 


1 Bukhari # 1889, Muslim # 480.1376, Muwatta Maalik # 14 (Jami) Musnad Ahmad 6-56. 

2 Bukhari # 7039, Tirmidhi # 2290, Ibn Majah # 3924, Darimi # 2161, Musnad Ahmad 2-107. 



703 


Translation & Commentary of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


SOME PEOPLE OF MADINAH 



fell j i jSgjSj$%$. iijJij ^Usf j^iiL jliiip 


(4Jlp _ N 


2736. Sayyiduna Sufyan ibn Abu Zuhayr ia narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger (JUjAjpiit ju say, "Yemen will be conquered and a people will come (to it) 
who will be very slow (meaning, such people will rise in Madinah who will shirk 
away from hard work and seek the world's pleasures). They will go away (from 
Madinah) with their folk and those who obey them, though Madinah would be 
better for them, if they but knew. Syria (Shaam) will be conquered and people will 
come (to it) who will be very slow (meaning, such people will rise who will shirk 
away from hard work and seek world's pleasures). They will go away with their 
folk and who obey them, though madinah would be better for them, if they but 
knew Iraq will be conquered and people will come (to it) who will be very slow, 
(they will shirk labour and look for pleasures of the world). They will go away with 
their folk and those who obey them, though Madinah would be better for them, if 
they but knew." 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (jUjAioia JU fore warned about some people of 
Madinah. They should emigrate from Madinah in search of worldly pleasures and an easy 
life. If they had an eye on the hereafter and good fortune in the world then they would not 
go away from Madinah. 

MADINAH CASTS OUT THE EVIL 

^ijk ^ jLtf 4sd)l Ja^ji fcy jtf jfi J itj orvrv) 

2737. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger ,jL.jAj*in ju 

said, "I have been commanded to emigrate to a town that will overshadow all 
towns. They call it Yathrib and it is Madinah. It expels the (evil) people as the 
bellows casts out impurity from iron." 2 

COMMENTARY: Those people who reside in Madinah overpower other people and 
conquer cities. This is borne out by history. Examples are the Amaliqah conquered many 
cities, then the Jews and then the Christians followed finally by the Prophet Muhammad 
(jL.jAjfi.inju. under whom Islam spread far and wide. 

This city was called yathrib and Athrab. When the prophet Muhammad (jUjAjpiii ju came 
here, he gave it the name Madinah in keeping with its development into a city and large 
population. He gave instructions that it should not again called yathrib because it was a pre 


1 Bukhari # 1875, Musim # 497-1388, Muwatta Maalik # 7 (Jami), Musnad Ahmad 2-384. 

2 Bukhari # 1871, Muslim # 488-1382, Tirmidhi # 3920, Muwatta Maalik # 5 (Jami), Musnad Ahmad 2- 
384. 
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Islamic name smacking of the jahiliyah. Besides, it had a very inappropriate meaning, for 
yathrib means 'to reproach' or 'to destroy'. It is also suggested that it was an idol or name 
of a very cruel oppressive person. 

According to Bukhari in his Tarikh, there is a tradition that if anyone says 'Yathrib' 
once, then he must say 'Madinah' ten times so that he atones for taking a name of the 
sacred city that he should not have taken. According to another tradition, 'If anyone says 
yathrib, he must seek forgiveness." 

The (evil) people thrown out of Madinah are the disbelieving, polytheistic people. The 
gates of this city are closed on them forever. 

NAME GIVEN TO MADINAH BY ALLAH 


^ • A ,\ Jw53 q <&£■ £lJ I 4 JJI Jj yJLj o..s (JLs S cJi Li 0^5 




o\jj) JkjXlo 

2738. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Samurah -up M narrated that he heard Allah's 
Messenger say, "Indeed, Allah has named Madinah (tyfe) (Tabbah). 1 

COMMENTARY: Allah caused the tongue of His habib (dear one) prophet Muhammad 
(.i-jAJipifl to call Madinah Tabah. According to another version it is Tabah, meaning 'pure 
and happy/ The city is pure of the filth of disbelief and idolatry. Its climate suits sound 
natures and its people are happy. 

PECULIARITY OF MADINAH 


Q\j* Vl oULs jiLj ill A)! Jjjj feb ^1 alll Qi ( yvt ^> 
dll J^» *jj| jj-ij >0 JMJ b jtil jhj Jll Jhij 

'dJI (J(a9 0 pLi. Jed 0 pLi JaJ 

^ 1 < 

(<ul£ (5^) — j ^ jilt iii! 


2739. Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Abdullah ** «&' narrated that a villager pledged 
allegiance to Allah's Messenger ^jUpibtjLp. Later, when he suffered from fever in 
Madinah, he came to the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUp-iijup and said, "O Muhammad 
do withdraw my pledge of allegiance," but Allah's Messenger declined. 

He came again and made the same demand, but he declined. Again, he came (a third 
time) with the same demand and again he declined. Then, the villager departed 
(without the Prophet Muhammad's (JL. .> Up is» JL> permission from Madinah. So, 
Allah's Messenger ^ 3 *jp h ju- said, "Indeed, Madinah is like bellows that drives 
away its filth and purifies the good." 2 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad (JujdpilijLo declines to annul the pledge of 

allegiance because it is not allowed to annul the pledge both of Islam and of staying with 


1 Muslim # 491-1385, Musnad Ahmad 5-108. 

2 Bukhari # 1883, Muslim # 489.1383, Nasa'i # 4185, Muwatta Maalik # 4 (Jami), Musnad Ahmad 2- 
306. 
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the Prophet Muhammad ,*JL. 

The ulama (Scholars) say that the characteristic of Madinah to throw out the evil people 
and to purify the good people was either only during the Prophet Muhammad's ,*JL. 
times or it will be apparent during the last period near the day of resurrection. When the 
dajjal will make his appearance, Madinah will be shaken three times and all the evil people 
(disbelievers and hypocrites) will go away from there to the dajjal. 

It is also possible that this characteristic is demonstrated in all periods, throughout time. 


L, 


jj^l J&5 JjLa. it 111 I JjbV *JJI Jll < 3 ! *) 


oljj) jZl 

2740. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah *i*& {J *j narrated that Allah's Messenger u> 

said. The last Hour will not be established till Madinah expels its evil people as the 
bellows eradicates the impurity of iron. 1 


PLAGUE & THE DAJJAL WILL NOT ENTER MADINAH 

uli Sj VlSiiXjs v UJf J* -jLj jisiiji jji5 ji* < m ’') 


— (JLa-jJI Vj 


2741. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "Angels are deputed on the roads or gates of Madinah (as watchers). Neither 

plague nor the dajjal will enter it." 2 

COMMENTARY: The word (jj*il») ta'un translated 'plague' has been said by Shaykh Abdul 
Haq Muhaddith Dahlawi to mean (*bj) pestilence. He said it will not enter Madinah 
either when the dajjal will appear or at all times. 


its VJ jtllll Algi VJ £s if d4 jLj &iill J* -ill JiAJ jti jlS ujSI0*5 (mT) 
. a>( jS^ , ; T\sLg ^.SoV-01 uilt Vj o£ 


ii3. 


2742. Sayyiduna Anas ^ ^ j narrated that Allah's Messe nger j u said, 

"There is no town, apart from Makkah and Madinah, that the dajjal will not flatten. 
None of their mountain road is without angels arranged in rows to guard it. When 
the dajjal will appear at shawr (outside Madinah, a marshy land), Madinah will 
quake three times with iti inhabitants driving every disbeliever and hypocrite out 
of it to the dajjal." 3 


PUNISHMENT TO ONE WHO CHEATS THE MADINAHS 


£Ui Uf *U!l VjidjijJ Jil V jLji&ibi Ja jill SjJ,j jl» jll (mr) 


1 Muslim # 487-li>63 

2 Bukhari # 1880, Muslim # 486-1379, Tirmidhi # 2242, Muwatta Maalik # 16 (Jami), Musnad Ahmad 
3-393. 

3 Bukhari # 1881, Muslim # 123-2943, Musnad Ahmad 3-191, See also before or After the last hour, 
Ibn kathir (English translation) Darul Isha'at Karachi, esp pp 736. 
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(3^-*) -&U1! ' 

2743. Sayyiduna Sa'd j narrated that Allah's Messenger said, "If anyone 

deceives the people of Madinah, then he will be dissolved as salt dissolves in water." 1 
COMMENTARY: This is what happened to the notorious man in the history of Islam, 
Yazid. He died of tuberculosis consumed to death. 


PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S LOVE FOR MADINAH 




2744. Sayyiduna Anas a*^^ narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad aA^'^U 
(4->j returned from a journey and observed the walls of Madinah (meaning, its 
buildings). He made his camel run and if he was on a horse or mule, he urged it to 
hurry. This was out of love for Madinah. 2 


MERIT OF MOUNT UHUD 


J4i)\ tdJ-J J45. Uufc jtftl lk\ & fddS jlij ^J_j\ 2c£j 


2745. Sayyiduna Anas narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad aAp^i^u- 

looked at Uhud, he said, "It is a mountain that loves us and we love it. O Allah, 
Ibrahim (OLJiaA* regarded Makkah as sacred and I regard the tract of land between 
the two lava plains of Madinah as sacred." 3 

COMMENTARY: Allah has placed sentiments and sense in the inanimate objects too (like 
stones, etc.) according to their condition. He has created in them love for the Prophet aA* 
awliya (men of Allah) and particularly the chief of the Prophets, Muhammad aAp-^h 
(*A~« j. Moreover, when Allah takes anyone as a friend, everything befriends him because all 
are His creatures and obedient to him. This statement is corroborated by the weeping of the 
trunk of a palm tree. 

The Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUf-iistated that the tract of land between two lava plains of 
Madinah is sacred. It means it is worthy of respect and madinah is included in that. It does 
not imply that it is as sacred and holy as Makkah is where it is forbidden to cut trees and 
hunt game. 


(J4a.X£.I ( Yvn > 


2746. Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Sa'd narrated that Allah's Messenger ^3 said, 

"Uhud is a mountain that loves us and we love it." 4 


1 Bukhari # 1877, Muslim # 494-1378, Ibn Majah # 3114. 

2 Bukhari # 1886, Tirmidhi # 3441, Musnad Ahmad 3-159. 

3 Bukhari # 7333, Muslim # 464-1365, Ibn Majah # 3115, Muwatta Maalik # 10 (Jami), Musnad Ahmad 
3-149. 

4 Bukhari # 1482, Muslim # 504-1393. 
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SECTION II 

THE HARAM OF MADINAH 


• jj ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

-xLaj ^-4-J -iX-1 {j-jllj < 3 ! cLilj Jtl dUl jJ& (31 tjj 


(YViV) 


JLsi >Jji jtis 2ji&a plii l <4£AA jlij jjjij 

jAAt Jjl 'iA.a ^Lilia 4i9 jjL*aj IjL^.1 Jl^. 1 (>£ <JUj >s_^l I jub 5U1 jJ-s 

OJb.*! oIjj) ~^j.&ldA$jJL^sjl<y£j jpj U&sdfl 


2747. Sayyiduna Sulayman ibn Abu Abdullah narrated that he saw Sayyiduna 
Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas <&' seize a man who had hunted in the Haram of 
Madinah which Allah's Messenger ( JL. j Up.Sii^U> had proclaimed was sacred. So, he 
took away his garments. His masters came and spoke to him concerning it. He said, 
"Indeed, Allah's Messenger (JL-jUp&JLs has asserted that this Haram was sacred (or 
forbidden territory). He had said that if a person apprehends someone hunting in it, 
then he should take away from him what he possesses. So, I shall not return to you 
that which Allah's Messenger ( JL<j<Up& l>s Le let me have as provision. But, if you like, I 
shall pay to you its value (as a favour and kindness)." 1 


AJjjJl | ly* AJijjl JJLc (S-2 IjcLc JLa.J llii AA ^4 J U*J 

9 * 1 tf 1 ^ ^ 

3 jl jjfeb jJi-ij 4 ilc 4 UI 4 ill 1 ** -» ^ J *^,^4 ( 3 *^ tl a J a (.9 

(jjl 0 I 3 J) —•( 3 ^® l£l £1 k^A ( 3 ^ (Jls j f ( ^ 


2748. Sayyiduna Salih the freedman of Sayyiduna Sa'd narrated that 

Sayyiduna Sa'd saw some slaves of Madinah cut down some of the trees of 
Madinah. He took away their belongings. He said to their masters that he has heard 
Allah's Messenger prohibit cutting down of the trees of Madinah and 

say, "If anyone chops any of them then whatever is seized from them belongs to 
one who nabs them." 2 

COMMENTARY: While the narration gives the impression that salih the freedman of 
Sa'd narrated the hadith, the fact is that Salih narrated from the freedman of 

Sa'd <up<Sii 3 >j salih was not the freedman of Sa'd but of Tawamah (or tawamah). 


PROHIBITION EXTENDS TO WAJJ 


- 4 ij4*145 is 4* jiLjJ* sin Sjj-j jis jts j£s\ cf-s (WH) 


2749. Sayyiduna Zubayr narrated that Allah's Messenger said, 

"The game and the thorny trees of wajj are haram (sacred), made sacred by Allah (or 


1 Abu Dawud # 2037, Musnd Ahmad 1-170. 

2 Abu Dawud # 2038. 
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forbidden because of Allah's dear slaves, meaning the Ghazis." 1 

(Muhyi us suttnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad said that waj j is 

said to be in the neighbourhood of Ta'if) 

COMMENTARY: The ulama (Scholars) say that the prohibition to hunt, etc. in wajj might 
have been by way of (^) - a forbidden (enclosure of) grazing place where another's 
animals are barred. At wajj grass was preserved for the horses of the warriors. 

The hadith does not say that the prohibition was because of the Hamm. If we presume that 
the forbidding was in the sense of Haram then it was only during a particular period of 
time and was later rescinded. 

Imam Shafi'I contends that at wajj, game should not be hunted and trees. Etc should 
not be cut down. But he says nothing about jaza or expiation being zvajib (obligatory). 

PRIVILEGE OF DYING IN MADINAH 


CjJL oi ^£ j l pUai-Sl CA Ip 3x51 (Wo 




I Juk i\jj — Ijy O^ 


2750. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar said that Allah's Messenger ,*JL-jUtii jl* said, "He 

who can die in Madinah, let him die in Madinah, for I shall intercede for him who 
dies in it." 2 


COMMENTARY: It means that if anyone can stay in Madinah till he dies then he must stay 
there. The Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUeifoJL* will get his sins forgiven if he was a sinner, but 
ranks elevated if he was a pious man. 

In this case, intercession will be of an exclusive nature for only the residents of Madinah 
but not to anyone else. However, the Prophet Muhammad JL® general intercession 

will be available to every Muslim. Hence one should try to spend his last days in Madinah. 
In this respect, the Prayer of Sayyiduna Umar j is worth emulating: 


* 1 ■ I - - • •* 

{O Allah cause me to die a martyr in your path and give me death in the city of your 
Messenger.} 

May Allah grant us the same thing! Aameen! 

MADINAH IS LAST PLACE TO BE DESOLATE 


jj 8 JL4D I 


<jj3 cA Sill 4JJJ jtl jil <j\ u*/ Wo ' ^ 



1.1* Jllj o\jj 



2751. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah narrated that Allah's Messenger 

said, "The last city of the cities of Islam to be destroyed will be Madinah." 3 
COMMENTARY: Before the last Hour all the cities will be ruined and uninhabited 
Madinah will be the last of them to lose its inhabitants. This distinction is available to 
Madinah because of the Prophet Muhammad 


1 Abu Dawud # 2032, Musnad Ahmad 1-165. 

2 Tirmidhi # 3943, Ibn Majah # 3112, Musnad Ahmad 2-74. 

3 Tirmidhi # 3945. 
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MADINAH CHOSEN FOR PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S ^JLEMIGRATION 

(lS^jU I o 1 j J ) jt CAj^-r 1 1 J^5 I j i 5 Jp 

2752. Sayyiduna Jarir ibn Abdullah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

^j A-k- *iii Ju> said, "Indeed, Allah revealed to me (asked) that in whichever of these 
three places I took up residence that will be the city of my emigration: Madinah, 
Bahrayn or Qinnasrin." 1 

COMMENTARY: Bahrayn is the collective name of a cluster of island in the western gulf to 
its south west tip. The largest of these islands is Manamah also called Bahrayn which gives 
this name to the entire country too. This is as the current maps depict it, but the hadith and 
books of history apply bahrayn to the area to the eastern coast of the Arabian peninsula, 
spreading from Gulf of Busra to Qatar and Oman, and to the west of the present Bahrayn. 
Now it is called Ahsa (or Hasa). This hadith refers to what is Hasa nowadays. 

Qinnasrin is a city in Syria. 

This hadith mentions three cities from which the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpiiju had to 
choose his place of emigration. But the tarikh Madinah says that finally Madinah was 
named, so the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jUpiaJL> came to Madinah. 

SECTION III dJiSi j*ait 

MADINAH PROTECTED FROM THE DAJJAL 

U! Jfeil ZJ-S j i JbV jls JLj & iJJI Ja J & (mr ) 

oljj) — - - l lSLs I—i ■’ ' < j \ aJS 

2753. Sayyiduna Abu Bakrah narrated that the Prophet Muhammad 

said, "The fear of al-Masih ad-Dajjal will never infiltrate madinah. That day, it 
will have seven gates (meaning, seven paths on the day he will appear). At each 
gate (path will be two angels (charged with guarding Madinah). 2 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S PRAYER FOR BLESSING OVER MADINAH 




#*'*3 




2754. Sayyiduna Anas ** & narrated that the Prophet Muhammad Ju> 

prayed (for Madinah): 

a£&J16J4I1T 

{O Allah, let Madinah have twice as much blessing as you have made Makkah have.} 3 
COMMENTARY: The prayer for blessing means: 'O Allah, cause Madinah to have twice as 


1 Tirmidhi # 3949. 

2 (1): Bukhari 1879, Musnad Ahmad 5-47. 

3 Bukhari # 1885, Muslim # 466-1369. 
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much glory and honour as Makkah has. This prayer does not contradict Makkah's 
excellence over Madinah because the good things in Makkah in abundance are themselves 
great evidence of its being more excellent. 

RESIDENCE IN THE TWO HARAM IS AN HONOUR 


JJLi vZjLS 4J» Ix5J I a *i j I ^ 0^°_5 4-2 liSJI 

—4JS 1 ^ I (S$ ‘ 


2755. A man of the family of al-Khattab reported that the prophet Muhammad 
(•!- >*> said, "He who visits me deliberately will receive my protection on the day of 
resurrection. He who resides in Madinah patiently bearing its difficulties will have 
me as a witness and intercessor on the day of resurrection. He who dies in either of 
the two Harams, Allah will raise him on the day of resurrection with those who are 


safe." 1 


COMMENTARY: Visiting deliberately is that the visitor is not motivated by business, 
ostentation or a worldly aim. He only hopes for reward. 


VISITING THE RAWDAH 


Qj I j ^ >X*2 £r* I 


2756. Sayyiduna Ibn Umar -up -it^j narrated that in a marfu form (that the Prophet 
Muhammad ^j<Qp<asiju said), "If anyone performs the hajj and visits my grave after 
my death then he is as one who visited me during my lifetime." 2 
COMMENTARY: The visitor after the Prophet's death is as one who visits him in his life 
time because he is alive. This hadith is also evidence that a pilgrim must visit his grave 
after performing hajj. 

According to ahadith, the Prophet Muhammad (JL-jAipi# also said, "If anyone visits my 
grave then my intercession is assured for him." And, he said, "He who performs hajj but 
does not visit my grave, has been unjust to me." He also said, "If anyone set out for 
Makkah (meaning aimed to perform hajj) and decided to visit me and my mosque then (in 
his record of deeds) two approved hajj are written down for him." 


PROPHET'S LOVE FOR MADINAH 


ul-ii U-dL> rfjJI ur^l JUU jjiil (jji. j 


1 Bayhaqi in Shu'ab ul Eeman. 

2 Bayhaqi Shu'ab ul Eeman. 
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2757. Sayyiduna Yahya ibn Sa'eed narrated that Allah's Messenger Up^ii JU 

was sitting while a grave was being dug in Madinah. A man glanced into the 
grave and remarked / "How awful a bed for the believer!" So, Allah's Messenger 
(.A-.jUpiii reproached him, "What a bad thought you have expressed! "The man said, 

"I did not mean to say so. I only intended to refer to being killed in Allah's path as 
very good." Allah's Messenger <ds- said, "being killed in Allah's path is 
incomparable. But, there is no place in the world where I would like my grave to be 
but here." -He said it three times. 1 

COMMENTARY: The Prophet Muhammad corrected the man saying that a 

believer's grave was not awful, but is a garden of the gardens of paradise. When that man 
explained that he was speaking relative to martyrdom, the Prophet Muhammad 
agreed that to be killed in Allah's path is an incomparable death. 

The Prophet Muhammad then highlighted the excellence of death in Madinah 

whether as a martyr or otherwise. 


SALAH (PRAYER) IN WADI AL-AQIQ 

cSJl Si j*j jbj & &! jJJJ dJU-i v ulil jts jls o-lis. cA\ Cj~5 (W0A) 

1 (_5jI jJt IJd Q (J-^> (JIas (Jj ol AidJI 

oijj) jij 


2758. Sayyiduna Ibn Abbas reported that Sayyiduna Umar ibn Khattab j 

** narrated that he heard Allah's Messenger narrated that he heard Allah's 

Messenger *4* J-* say while he was in the wadi of al-Aqiq (a desert in 

Madinah). "Last night a visitor from my Lord visited me (meaning an angel came to 
me) and said, 'Offer salah (prayer) in this blessed wadi and say umrah with Hajj a)." 
According to another version, the visitor instructed to say umrah and Itajjah. 2 
COMMENTARY: According to the rules of Arabic grammar (J y) may be used for a verb 
too. Hence, the concluding sentence of the hadith would mean; 'and regard this salah 
(prayer) as that umrah which is performed with hajj' In other words, the merit of the salah 
(prayer) offered in the wadi al-Aqiq is mentioned. Its reward is like the umrah that is 
performed with hajj. 

As for the other version ^ Jij), it means that the salah (prayer) in wadi al-Aqiq is like 
an umrah and hajj. 

MORE MERITS OF MADINAH 


PANACEA: The ulama (Scholars) say that Allah has put healing powers in the dust and 
fruit of Madinah. The ahadith affirm, "In the dust of Madinah is cure for every kind of 
ailment." Some ahadith assert, "In the dust of Madinah lies cure for leprosy." The Prophet 
Muhammad had instructed his sahabah (Prophet's companions) j to use its 


1 Muwatta Imam Maalik 21-14-33, 

2 Bukhari # 1534, Abu Dawud # 1800, Ibn Majah # 2976, Musnad Ahmad 1-24. 
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•dust to cure fever. Hence, not only did the Madinahs use it, but also there are aathar about 
its dust being taken out of Madinah by visitors. Some ulama (Scholars) like Shaykh 
Majduddin Firozabadi -am**-; confirm having tried it. 

Shaykh Abdul Haq also recounted his experience in curing his foot ailment when 
doctors had given up the case. 

Similar properties are attached to the dates of Madinah. The ahadith say that seven ajwah 
dates every morning on an empty stomach are an antidote for poison and sorcery. 

GIVE RESPECT: It is because of the greatness and glory of this city that the Prophet 
Muhammad JL* had instructed his ummah to respect his neighbours, meaning the 

people of Madinah always. They should give them their rights and overlook their faults 
and they must forgive them their lapses as long as they do not commit grave sins. He said 
that he would stand as witness and intercessor for those who give them respect always. 
And, if anyone does not do so then he will be given puss from (JuaIuJ?) to drink. (It is a 
pond in hell where puss and blood of the dwellers of hell is accumulated.) 

One day the prophet Muhammad j & JL? raised his hands and prayed, "O Allah, if 
anyone decides to hurt me and my fellow citizens then destroy him." He said, "If anyone 
scares the people of Madinah, he scares me." According to a hadith in Nasa'i. "If anyone 
terrises the people of Madinah with his cruelty, Allah will put in him fear, and curse will 
fall on him of Allah, of his angels and of all mankind." And, "Deeds, obligatory or 
supererogatory, of such people will never be accepted by Allah." 

SOME RULINGS OF HAJJ & METHOD OF PERFORMING IT 
It is appropriate to conclude the Book of hajj (Pilgrimage) by summing up the rulings and 
method of its performance. 

Four things are fard(compulsory) (absolute obligatory) in hajj: (1) ihram (pilgrim-robe), (2) 
standing on the day of Arafah or wuquf Arafat, (3) tawaf ziyarat and (4) observing these 
fard(compulsory) in this sequence. 

The wajib (obligatory) (obligatory duties secondary to fard(compulsory)) in hajj are: wuquf 

(standing) at Muzdalifah, sa'I between as-Safa and al-Marwah casting pebbles at the jimar, 

for the outsider tawaf qudum, shaving head or cutting hair assuming the ihram (pilgrim- 

robe) at the miqat, wuquf at Arafat till sunset, to begin the tawaf at hajr aswad (but some 

ulama (Scholars) say it is a sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad ^j-Oc-aijL*)) to begin 

the tawaf at the right side, 

to make tawaf on foot unless there is an ecuse, 

to make tawaf in a purified state, 

to onceal the satr during tawaf, 

to begin sa'I at as-Safa, 

to make sa'I on foot unless there is an excuse, 

the Qarin and the Mutamatta must sacrifice a sheep or a similar animal, 
to offer two raka't salah (prayer) after every tawaf, 

to observe sequence in rami sacrifice, shaving hair and tawaf ziyarat in this order, 
to make tawaf ziyarat during the days of sacrifice, 
to enclose the hatim within the tawaf, to make sa'I after tawaf, 
to shave in the Haram during days of sacrifice, 

to refrain from the things forbidden during the state of ihram (pilgrim-robe) after wuquf of 



713 


Translation & Commentaiy of MISHKATUL MASAABIH 


Vol.2 


Arafat, and, 

these things are also wajib (obligatory) of hajj that call for dumm if neglected. 

Apart from these, all other are mustahab (desirable) and aadab (Meyers) of hajj. 

OPTIONAL: The hajj of the rich is bejtter then the poor man's, while the fard(compulsory) 
hajj is better than obedience to parents, the supererogatory hajj is not better. Rather 
obedience to parents is batter than optional hajj. To build inns (or serai) is better than 
optional hajj. As for sadaqah (charity) (or charity) the ulama (Scholars) differ on whether it 
is better or hajj is better. 

SINS: The hajj in which wuquf of Arafah falls on Friday is more excellent than seventy hajj (s). 
Everyone is forgiven in that hajj directly. But, the ulama (Scholars) differ on whether major sins 
are forgiven or not. Some ulama (Scholars) say that rights of foliowmen are not forgiven. 

Qadi Iyad said that the ulama (Scholars) of ahl us sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet 

Muhammad agree that major or grave sins are forgiven only on making tawbah 

or repentance. Also, they agree that debt is not waived because of hajj , even if the debt is 
due to Allah, like salah (prayer), zakah etc. but the sin of delaying debt repayment or salah 
(prayer) is forgiven. 

COVER OF KA'BAH: It is mustahab (desirable) to enter the Ka'bah provided no one, not 
even one who enters, is put to inconvenience. It is hot allowed to purchase its covering 
from the Banu Shaybah but allowed to take it from the imam or his deputy. It is allowed to 
use the covering (ghilaf) of the Ka'bah for one's clothing even by a sexually defiled person 
or a menstruating woman. 

QISAS: If a murderer has taken shelter in the Haram then as long as he is there, retaliation 
cannot be taken from him but if he had committed murder within the Haram then he may 
be killed there in retaliation. In no case, however, may he be killed in the Ka'bah even if he 
has perpetrated the murder inside it. 

ZAMZAM: It is makruh(unbecoming) to make istinja (abstersion) with water of zamzam, 
but not makruh(unbecoming) to have a bath with it. 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S GRAVE MOST EXCELLENT: Makkah is more 

excellent than Madinah. But, the piece of land where the Prophet Muhammad ,*JL.is 
resting is absolutely excellent more than the Ka'bah, the Throne and the chair. To visit the 
Prophet Muhammad's {L*j -uU- M JL* grave is mustahab (desirable). Rather, same ulama 
(Scholars) maintain that it is wajib (obligatory) for the person who has enough time. When 
anyone performs hajj fard(compulsory), he must perform hajj before he visits the prophet 
Muhammad's grave. If he performs an optional hajj then he may use his own 

discretion and do whichever he likes first. When visiting the prophet Muhammad's 
(Jl-j grave, he must decide to visit Masjid Nabawi too at the same time because the Prophet 
Muhammad ,*JL.j Up £a has said, "One salah (prayer) offered in (my mosque) Masjid 
Nabawi is better than one thousand salah (prayer) offered in any other mosque but not the 
Masjid Haram (of Makkah). (One salah (prayer) offered in Masjid Haram fetches reward 
equal to the reward of one million salah (prayer) elsewhere.") 

METHOD OF PERFORMING HAJJ : When anyone decides to perform hajj, he must first 
make a sincere intention only to please Allah and have no worldly profit in mind. He must 
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be motivated to only discharge the fard(compulsory), otherwise the entire exercise shall be 
futile. Then he must take leave of his parents and bid farewell to his relatives, and seek 
forgives from everyone. He should arrange to reach Makkah before the seventh dhul Hijjah 
to be able to listen to the sermon of this date. He must assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) at the 
miqat (which is yalamlam for Indians and Pakistanis). If he is a mufrid then he must 
assume the ihram (pilgrim-robe) for only hajj, if a qarin then for both hajj and umrah and if a 
mutamatta then for only umrah. It is mustahab (desirable) before assuming the ihram (pilgrim- 
robe) to clip nails and remove unwanted hair, have a haircut and comb his hair or shave his 
head if that is his habit. He may have sexual intercourse with his wife if she is alongwith 
him. He must make ablution or have bath, but to have bath is better. Then he must put on 
the apparel of the ihram (pilgrim-robe). It is a waist wrapper and a sheet of cloth for the 
upper torso leaving his head bare. If these two pieces are new then that is better, otherwise 
clean, washed would do. If anyone does not have two pieces then even a single piece that 
cover his satr would do. Then he must form his intention for qiran, tamatta or ifrad, and he 
must call the labayk and he will become a muhrim instantly. The words of intention and 
talbiyah are mentioned previously. He must repeat the talbiyah in an audible voice often 
with every change of situation. He should refrain from everything that is disallowed in the 
sacred state of the ihram (pilgrim-robe), like stitched garments, etc. using perfume, covering 
head and face, killing, etc. fighting, hunting wild desert animals or pointing them out, etc, 
but it is allowed to hunt sea animals. The muhrim may not clip nails, cut hair or pluck them 
anywhere on the body. He can have a bath, sit under the shade of his house or litter for the 
camel, carry a purse on his waist and fight a defensive battle with his enemy. Certain 
animals may be killed by the muhrim. They are mentioned previously. 

Enter Makkah after having a bath. This is mustahab (desirable). Use the gate al-Mu'alla. After 
depositing your luggage, go first to the Masjid Haram, calling the labayk, from laib us 
Salaam in a very humble manner. As the sight falls on the Ka'bah, pray to Allah for 
whatever you wish. Recite the takbir, tahlil.Praise Allah, invoke blessings on the Prophet 
Muhammad ^and come before the Black stone and kiss it raising both hands as in 
takbir of the salah (prayer). If there is a heavy rush, simply touch it and kiss your hand and 
if even that is not possible, then touch the Black Stone with a stick and kiss it. Again, if that 
too cannot be done, then simply point both palms towards the Black Stone and kiss the 
palms. This is istilaam. Then, begin the tawaf qudum from your right as you are against the 
Black Stone, making seven circuits up to it and repeating and istilaam. Make the idtiba and 
make ramal in the first three rounds. Istilaam should also be made of rukn Yamani without 
kissing. At the end of the taiuaf, offer two raka'at salah (prayer) at maqam Ibrahim, or, it 
there is no place there, then anywhere in the mosque. Then go to the well of zamzam and 
drink the water to a full stomach. Come to the multazim, make istilaam of the Black Stone 
and reciting the takbir, tahlil and praise of Allah and invocation of blessings on the Prophet 
Muhammad go to as-Safa and make the rounds between it and al-Marwah. The 

method is mentioned previously (in this book of hajj). But, tawaf precedes SaT otherwise 
sa'I will have to be repeated after tawaf. It is not necessary to be in a purified state - though 
it is better - for this sa'I, wuquf Arafat, wuquf Muzdalifah and rami jamrah. But, 
purification is a condition for a tawaf. It is makruh(unbecoming) to converse during tawaf 
and SaT. After sa'I go to the Masjid Haram and offer two raka'at salah (prayer) but it is not 
wajib (obligatory). Then stay in Makkah and continue to perform optional tawaf in which is 
no ramal and after which no tawaf. Then, on the 7 th Dhul Hijjah, listen to the sermon in the 
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Masjid Hamm. It is delivered after the salah (prayer) of zuhr. 

Then, if you have relinquished the ihram (pilgrim-robe) previously, assume it again'on the 
eighth for the hajj, and go towards Mina after sunrise. There is no harm even if you reach 
there after the salah (prayer) of zuhr. Spend the night in Mina and on the ninth offer the 
salah (prayer) of fajr at its first time in darkness and go to Arafat after sunrise. If anyone 
does not go to Mina on the eight but goes straight to Arafat on the ninth then that too is 
allowed though it is contrary to the sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad pL-jUp-SiijLe). 
You may alight anywhere in Arafat apart from Batn Amah and it is best to alight near the 
Mount Arafat. Have a bath after zawal (it being a sun nah) and make the wuquf in Arafat. 
(It is fard(compulsory) and without it, hajj is not accomplished.) Then listen to the sermon of 
the imam and offer the salah (prayer) of zuhr and asr at one time with him subject to the 
ihram (pilgrim-robe) being assumed. Stand near the Jabl (mount) Rahmah and engage 
humbly in devotional exercises. 

At Muzdalifah, offer maghrib and Isha with the imam at one time together. It is wajib 
(obligatory) to stay there overnight, making supplication and worship. In the morning (of 
the tenth), offer the salah (prayer) of fajr at the earliest time and make wuquf which may be 
observed anywhere in Muzdalifah but not at Batn Muhassir. Just before sunrise, end the 
wuquf and reach Mina before sunrise. Cast seven pebbles at jamrah al aqabah and with the 
very first pebble stop calling the talbiyah. Then make the sacrifice, shave head or cut hair. 
Everything that was forbidden because for the ihram (pilgrim-robe) becomes lawful again 
except sexual intercourse with the spouse. Offer the salah (prayer) of eed in Mina and go to 
Makkah and make tawafziyaiah but SaT is not made. However if SaT was not made earlier, 
then you may make SaT. Now, even sexual intercourse becomes allowed. Return to Mina 
and stay overnight. 

On the eleventh, cast pebbles at all three jamarat beginning with the one nearest Masjid 
Khayf, jamarh al-oola, then to the one next to it, called jamrah al-wusta. Then ride or walk up 
to jamrah aqabah and cast seven pebbles, calling the takbir at each throw. Do the samething 
on the twelfth. If you continue to stay in Mina on the thirteenth, do the same thing again 
because it is wajib (obligatory). If you depart from Mina on the twelfth then nothing is wajib 
(obligatory) on the thirteenth. On the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth, the time for rami is after 
zawal but on the thirteenth is allowed after dawn and before zawal though only after zawal it 
is masnun. On the eleventh and twelfth, it is not allowed before zawal. 

On the last day, after rami, you must go to Makkah breaking journey for a while at 
Muhassab. When you about to depart from Makkah to your native land, make the tawaf 
wada (farewell tawaf) without after the tawaf and drink plenty of water of zamzam. Look at 
the Ka'bah again and again with a tremendous longing wipe this blessed water on the face, 
head and body. Come to the ka'bah and if possible go in otherwise kiss its sacred doorsill, 
put your chest and face on the multazim and hold its curtain and pray. And making 
istighfar and supplication depart in reverse stops without turning you back to the Ka'bah. 
Come out of the masjid Haram in this way. The rites of hajj are over. 

COMMANDS OF UMRAH: Umrah is not wajib (obligatory). Once in a life-time, it is 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad muwakkadah to perform umrah. No 

particular time is stipulated for it. Rather, one may perform umrah many times in one year. 
However, for one who is not a qarin, it is makruh(unbecoming) to perform umrah in the days 
of hajj. The days of hajj are; the day of Arafah, the day of sacrifice and the days of tashriq. 
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The rukn of part of umrah is the tawaf and two things are wajib (obligatory) in it: the SaT 
between as-safa and al-Marwah and shaving head or clipping the hair. 

The sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad and aaddab are the same as for hajj. 

JINAYAT RUINGS FOR: These are crimes or offences. In the subject of hajj, jinayah is the 
forbidden deed that is forbidden because of the ihram (pilgrim-robe) or the Haram, and on 
whose perpetrated jaza or expiation is wajib (obligatory). This differs according to the nature 
of wrong done from sacrifice of one animal to two, merely sadaqah (charity) of wheat, 
feeding the poor or fasting. Details have been given in the relative have been given in the 
relative chapter. The offences may have been committed deliberately or otherwise, with 
desire and demand, and so on, expiation is due nevertheless. 

RULINGS & CONDUCT AT PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S GRAVE: Anyone 

who goes to perform hajj must visit the grave If it is the fard(compulsory), hajj then he must 
perform it first and then visit the Prophet Muhammad's grave. If it is optional 

then he may go before or after the hajj, unless Madinah falis on his way to Makkah. He 
must from an intention before he goes for the visit; 'I undertake the journey to visit the 
Prophet Muhammad's grave and his mosque.' Every mosque he comes to on 

the way, he must visit and offer salah (prayer) in it. Throughout the journey he must invoke 
blessing on the Prophet Muhammad Ju>. As he approaches Madinah he must 

esteem it more in his heart and when it is before him, he must alight from his conveyance 
and, if possible, go up to the mosque on foot. If possible, he must first have a bath 
otherwise make ablution, wear nice, white garments and apply perfume. He must go first 
to the Masjid Nabawi and off tahiyat ul masjid and salah (prayer) at gratitude. Then with 
due respect and humility, he must visit the grave overcome with love and awe and stand 
there with hand folded as in salah (prayer) facing the Chief of mankind with his 

back to the qiblah being convinced that the Prophet Muhammad ( *JL.jUp^i cs u known that he 
is there and responds to his salaam and says 'aameen' to his supplication. Then in a 
moderately audible voice, he must present the salaam and salah (prayer) (greetings and 
invocation of blessings and make his submissions. After that he must convey the salaam of 
those of his relatives and friends who had asked him to convey their salaam. 

Then, he must stand before the graves of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr and Sayyiduna Umar 

one after the other, on the side of their head and present salaam to them. Again, he 
must stand at the grave of the Prophet Muhammad (jL-j-uip-iiiju in line with his head, as he 
stood earlier, and present to him his salaam and make supplication to Allah for all his 
needs by virtue of the Prophet Muhammad 

Moving from there, he must offer optional salah (prayer), as much as he can, at the pillar of 
Sayyiduna Abu Lubabah ^k ^j make repentance to Allah and seek His forgiveness. 

Then, with the guidance of the mu'allims, he must go and observe the relics of the Prophet 
Muhammad ^>3 a-H* k j^>. He must go to jannat ul baqi 'and to the graves of the sahabah 
(Prophet's companions) ^k^j and the ahlul bayt and to the graves of the martyrs 

of uhud, particularly the chief of the martyrs Sayyiduna Amir Hamzah He 

msut offer al-Fatihah at all these graves. 

On Saturday, or any other day, he must go to Masjid Quba and offer two raka'at salah 
(prayer) as tahiyatul masjid. 
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For as long as one stays in Madinah, he must seize the opportunity and remain most of the 
time in the mosque, observing I'tikaf and worship in kindred ways. He must keep looking 
of the Prophet Muhammad's ^hujrah and, when he goes out, at the dome. 

He must try to spend, if not more at least one night in the mosque. The best thing to do on 
that night is to recite durood (invocation blessings on the Prophet Muhammad pL*j*J*& JU>). 
He must ward off all evil speech and thoughts and everything that is less than the 
preferable. If it is necessary, he must speak to someone very briefly and then revert to 
concentration on the Prophet Muhammad He must be mindful of the manners 

to be observed in the mosque. He must not have his place reserved in the mosque but go 
there early to get the place between the Prophet Muhammad <JL.jaJp.5ii JL> grave and the 
pulpit. He must recite the entire Quran at east once at the place where the Quran was 
revealed and Jibril f%JiAJp come. He must read books on the life of the Prophet Muhammad 
jlp. Every time he passes by the grave, he must observe proper manners and 
respectfully offer salaam and durood. He must give respect to the people of Madinah and 
the attendants of masjid Nabawi even if he find them contravening Shri'ah and 
sunnah(Practice of Holy Prophet Muhammad <JL.jAJpi&t^) because their greatest excellence is 
that they are neighbours of the Prophet Muhammad No sin or innovation will 

deprive them of this neighbourhood and of the honour of a good death and forgiveness. 


THE HOMEWARD JOURNEY: When it is time for a person to depart from Madinah, he 
must offer salah (prayer) at the Prophet Muhammad's pL.jAip.fiii JL> musalla (prayer rug) or 
nearest to it and make supplication. He must come out of the Masjid Nabawi but not before 
visiting the graves of the Prophet Muhammad <jLjAjpi»ijL\ Sayyidtma Abu Bakr and 

Sayyidua Umar Apiki^j. He must pray to Allah for himself and for his relatives and associated 
people for the honour of the two worlds and for the acceptance of all his worship in the 
sacred lands. He must pray for a safe return to his family and make this prayer: 


jL4»3I J-lT I ju& J43JI utj cJJLii lsl,JL 4 ^-h 

LjjJI (jjjisJI i~sj.SoDlj I J oJ£j_> 


Ji isssjfj 


The symbol of acceptance of prayer and achievement of the desire is that eyes shed tears 
suddenly by themselves uninvited and the heart grieves at the separation. That he makes 
supplication all the time humbly is a sign of getting increased provision and of hope for mercy. 
If he is not overcome by a condition of grief and weeping then he must bring that upon 
himself forcibly. He must take leave and depart but not walk backwards because that is done 
only at the Ka'bah. He must give sadaqah (charity) as much as possible and observe the 
manners prescribed while returning from a journey. When he is near his city he must pray: 


J&4UI L&0-5 LiJb jJf-lJ Us ^j, 

1 * " I j\j$ Jii.1 


And on reaching it: 
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<L>SU f ji£ ter 3 jij -Uil &S d&Sl 15 *5 V sikj ijji Vi «Sj V 
o>icj i3ju 0 aJLft.j liJI Vj,*0], V ^ < j |JL* Is. (3 


oJJo oJlSj 


He must give advance information to his people of his arrival on a certain date. He must 
not reach there suddenly uninformed. The best time to arrive there is in the forenoon or 
evening, but not at night Before entering his house, he must go to the mosque and offer two 
raka'ah salah (prayer) if that is not a time makruh(unbecoming) for salah (prayer). He must 
make supplication there and show gratitude to Allah for his safe return, saying: 


i->ULl£)t j4 i & JJI ijJUd-f 


Here the Urdu original has the words of praise for Allah and date (8 th Dhul Hijjah 1386 
corresponding to 20 th March 1967) on which the second volume was completed with the 
help of Allah. (It was a Monday and the time was 11:15 PM.) "May Allah accept service 
from me." 


>4-l 4jJI 

Abdullah Jawaid 
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GLOSSARY 

Aalim: a scholar. 

AAQILAH: relatives descended from one common father and they pay diyat. 

Aariyah: a loan or a gift and this loan is of such a thing as cannot be turned into a debt, like a horse. 
Aathar: hadith traced to the sahabah (companions) 

Adhan: call to (congregational) salah, announced of time of salah. 

AHL ULARD: cultivators of land against kharaj. 

Ahl us Suffah: the Sahabah (companions) </&> who restricted themselves to a platform in 
the masjid Nabawi to learn religion and be close to the Prophet 

Ahlus sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet j Ut- Ja JLe) wa al-Jama'ah: the sunnis who 
follow the Quran and the sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet 
Allahu Akbar: Allah is the Greatest. 

Amma ba'd: to proceed, 'and after that/ Those words one spoken after praise of Allah on 
beginning on address or a sermon. 

An bijaniyah: a woolen garment without markings. It is a product of the city Anbijan and is of a 
dark black colour, (And comes under (^); one of the meanest hind of course garments.) 
Aqiqah: the ceremony of shaving the head of a new bom usually on the seventh day of its 
birth and sacrificing a sheep or two on the occasion. 

ARAQA: palm trees loaned for a year. 

ASABAT: relative (male) whose shares of inheritance are not determined. 
ashab us Suffah see ahl us Suffah. 

ASHRAH MUBASHSHIRAH: ten who were given glad tidings of paradise (during their life time). 
Ashrah: ten days 

Ashwah mubash sharun: the ten who are given the glad tidings of admittance to paradise: 
Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Talhah Zubayr, Abdur Rahman ibn Azof, Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas,, 
Sa'eed ibn Zayd and Abu Ubaydah ibn Jarrah. 

ATHARI: that which stumbles on water by the accident like trees on banks of rivers and man need 
not water th.em. 

Atirah: a pre Islamic practice or offering made to idols in Rayab's first ten days. 

Atood 0>>x.): a one year old lamb that is fat and well built, but according to some above six months. 
AWLIYA (PL OF WALI): Friends of Allah, saintly men. 

Awliya (pi of wali): saints, friends of Allah. 

Awrat awrah: the portion of the body that must be kept coverd. 

Azm: (a kind of ikhtiyari temptation) 

Barzakh: the intervening period between this world and the next. 

BARZAKH: intermediary period between life and resurrection. 

Basmalah: The bismillah ur Rahman ir Rahim (^>jJt-cul^j) 

Bayt Allah: House of Allah 
Bid'ah: innovation 
Bid'ati: innovator. 

BINT LABUN: She camel 

BINT MAKHAD: She camel in 2 nd year 

Bukhariyah: a sect in Islam. It has three group within it. 

DA'A MIS (^im) PL OF DA'MUS: roamers of paradise who will not be debarred from any dwelling. 
Dar ul Islam: territory of Islam 
Dar ul-harb: enemy territory. 
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Dar ul-Kufr: land of disbelievers. 

Daruri: (kind of evil promptings) 

De'eef: weak 

Dhabihah: slaughter of animal according the prescribed pattern. 

DHAW UL ARHAM: relatives other than dhaw ul furud and asabat. 

DHAW UL FURUD: heirs whose shares and predetermined by the Quran and sunnah or 
general consensus. 

Dhikr: remembrance of Allah 

Dhimmi: non Muslim under protection of the Islamic state. 

DHIMMI: a non Muslim living under protection of the Islamic state against a regular tribute. 

Dubba,al: a gourd (to prepare and store intoxicants like wine and nabidh). 

Eed: the festival on 1 st Shawal after completing a month of fasting in Ramadan, and on 10 lh 
Dhul Hijjah when certain animals are slaughtered. 

Eeman: faith 

Fadlaat: superfluous like long nails, hair, etc. 

Faqih: jurist, jurisprudent, a learned man. 

Fara: an offering of the first bom of an animal to the idols in pre-Islam. 

Fara'id: law of in hesitance, ordinance of Allah, (also pi of fard (obligatory)). 

Fard (obligatory) ayn: an obligation on each individual separately. 

Fard (obligatory) Kifayah: Collective duty on all Muslims together which if discharged by 
one, the rest of the group are absolved. 

Fard (obligatory) Kifayah: collective obligation which if discharged by some then all are 
absolved of it. 

Fard (obligatory): absolutely obligatory duty. 

Fard (obligatory)'ayn: individual duty on each Muslim. 

Farruj: an auter garment with a slit on the back. 

Fitnah: trial, persecution, strife, mischief. 

Fitrah: innate nature, true disposition, Islam, constitution. 

Ghayr muwakkadah sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet Juo): what is not stressed 

by the Prophet 

Ghazi: warrior, one who raids into enemy territory. 

Ghurr muhajjalun: Muslims will be so called on the day of resurrection because their limb 
covered by ablution will shine, (see hadith 290 explanation, Muzahir ul Haq) 

Hadath akbar. greater impurities 

Hadath: impurities contracted by voiding ordure. 

Hadd: prescribed punishment. 

Hadith: saying, deed or tracit approval of the Prophet 

Hafiz of hadith: one who has committed to memory very many ahadith. 

Hafiz: one who has committed to memory the Qur'an (or the hadith). 

Hafiz: one who has committed the Quran to memory. \ 

Hajis: (kind of donuri temptation) 

Hajj: pilgrimage (to Makkah) at Arafah prescribed to those who are able to make it once in 
their lifetime. 

Halal: lawful, 

Hama oost («~-y *-£): pantheism, identifying God with the universe, or regarding ti*, 
universe as a manifest action of God. 
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Hamm: (kind of ikhtiyari temptatioi) 

Hantam: greenish glazed pitcher formerly used to prepare and store wine. 

Haram: sacred mosque of Makkah or •. f Madinah. 

Haram: forbidden, unlawful. 

HARBI: hostile, bellicose 

Harisah: cooked meat and wheat, a sweet pastry made of flour, melted butter and sugar, a 
kind of hash. 

Haya: modesty. 

Hijab: veil. 

Hijrah: emigration, to give up something for Allah's sake. 

HIQQAH: She camel in 4 th year 
Huffaz: (plofhafiz). 

Huffaz: (plural of hafiz) 

I'tikaf: to confine oneself in the mosque to worship Allah for even a little while or for the 
ten days at the conclusion of Ramadan. Women observe it at home. 

Iblis: the devil who was a jinn who refused to prostrate to Aadam and Allah cast him out. 
IBN MAKHAD: (male) camel in 2 nd year. 

Iddirari: (kind of evil promptings) 

IDHKAR: sweet sn.elling plant excluded for plants forbidden to be cut in the Haram. 

Iftirash: spreading feet sideways (to the right) in the first qa'dah (to sit). 

Ihsan: kindness, favour. 

Ijtihad: independent judgement or reasoning where the 'Qur'an and Sunnah (practice of 
Holy Prophet are silent. 

Ikhtiyhari: (kind of evil promptings) 

Ilham: inspiration, a pious thought. 

Illiyun (illiyin): record book with those angels who write down pious deeds. 

IMSAK: fasting, keep way from pleasures, stop, cease. 

Insha Allah: if Allah will 

Iqamah: call to the congregational salah when it is about to begin. 

Ishtimal: a single garment whose ends are put over both shoulders and drawn under 
opposite armpits and tied together at the chest. 

Ism a'azam ( Js iic.t ( H): the great name of Allah. 

Isra: the night journey of the Prophet >>lwyuU<jbl from Makkah to Jerusalem 
ISTARJA: to say 'we belong to Allah and to him we shall return 

Istikharah: The Prophet .J—taught his ummah to seek Allah's guidance to come 
to a decision in their affairs, particularly difficult and complex affair. Two raka'at of salah 
are offered and a supplication made in a suggested form. 

Istinja: to cleanse oneself after passing stool or urine 
JAB AH: forehead 

Jabariyyah: those who deny freewill, predetermines, and hold that the creature is helpless. 
JABHAH.AL: horses, mules, slaves. 

Jadh'ah (5^): a sheep or ram less than one year but more than six months. 

JADHA'AH: She camel in 5 th year 
Jahiliyah: Pre-Islamic days of ignorance. 

Jalsah istirahat: sitting before qiyam (standing) in the first and third raka'ah after the 
second prostration. 
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Jalsah: the sitting between two prostrations in the salah. 

Jihad: fighting for the sake of Allah and his religion, struggling for the cause of Allah, 
jizyah: a tribute payable by the dhimmis to the Islamic state. 

Kaba'ir al: major sins 
Kahin: soothsayer 

Kalimah Shahadah: an expression of testimony. 

Kalimah tauheed see kalimah. 

Kalimah tayyibah see kalimah. 

Kalimah: an expression; the declaration of unity of Allah and the messengership of 
Prophet Muhammad 

Khabath: dress, excrement, ordure, Ka'th. 

KH ALIFAH: Pregnant camel. Caliph 

Khamisah: a sheet of cloth of silk cum wool or wool, of black clour and with stripes on it 
Or, a square garment with marking (unstiched). 

Khanqah: recluse, hospice, sufi gathering place, 

Kharaj: a tax or tribute. Originally, a land tribute received from non Muslims. 

KHARAJ: a tribute on land from non Muslims. 

KHARQ AADAT: contrary to custom, exception to cause and effect process. 

Khasr (>»*): to place hands on waist (ribs, Aips) in salah. 

Khatab: one who delivers the Khutbah (sermon) 

Khatir (kind of evil pampting) 

Khawarij: 'the revolters/ A rebel sect of the Muslims, neither sunni nor shi'a. The Ibadis, 
today are their remnants. 

Khinzalb: the devil who disturbs in the salah interrupting it and the recitation, confusing 
the worshipper. 

KHIYARITQ: option to free 
Khusuf (d^): eclipse, lunar eclipse 
Khut bah: sermon. 

Kusuf eclipse, solar eclipse 

Lahiq (^y): one who has missed some or all raka'at behind an imam. 

Luqtah: troves, lost property whose finder must trace the owner and hand it over to him. 
Madhi: prostratic fluid, urethral discharge. 

Madrasah: religious school. 

Maharim: pi of mahram. Mu'tazillah 'the separatists/ a seet of the Muslims. They held that 
the Quran was created not eternal. It is subdivided into twenty sects. 

Mahram: a relative with whom marriage is disallowed like a parent, brother, sister, son, 
daughter,etc. 

Makrah tahrimi: disliked to the point of being unlawful. 

Makruh (unbecoming) tanzihi: undesirable, nearer lawful than unlawful 
Makruh (unbecoming): disliked, disapproved, undesirable. 

Mani: semen discharge during sexual excitement. 

Mansun: legalized, based on the Prophet's practice. 

Masah: wipe (in ablution, the head), or socks. 

Masbuq: one who joins the congregation late and has missed one raka'ah or more which 
he redeems after the imam has completed his salah and offered salutation. 
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Miraj: the Prophet's ascension to seven heavens on 27 th Rajab. 

Miswak: tooth stick, cleaning stick for teeth. 

Mithl: like, equal. 

Mu'ahid: a disbeliever who enters into a covenant with Muslims; anyone who covenant 
with another. 

Mu'akkadah: emphasized. 

Mu'awwidhatan: the last two surahs of the Qur'an; al falaq and an-Naas (113,114). 
Mu'tazillah: Wasil ibn' Ata had separated from Hasan Busri and founded the sect by this name. 
Mudd: a measure of weight nearly two thirds of a kilogram. 

Mufassal: tiwal mufassal are the surah from Qaaf to of Bury. Awsat, mufassal from al- 
buruj to lam yakun. Qisar mufassal from lam yakun to an-Naas (in a of the Quran) 

Muhajir: emigrant, one who abandons that which is dis-allowed. 

Muhkamat: perspicuous, of established meaning (verses of the Quran) (3:7) 

Mujahid: one who strives, a warrior. 

Mulhim: angel who inspires, it is deputed over every person. 

Murji'ah: a sect who believe that men are not doers or what they do just as inanimate 
objects are not perpetrators of their actions, so they cannot abstain from whatever they do 
It has three groups. 

Musalla place of salah (of eed, etc) 

Mushabbihah: one of the sects in Islam, the Assimilators. 

Musinnah: a camel in its sixth year, a cow, buffalo or ox in their third year, and a sheep or 
ram in its second year. 

Mustahab mu'akkad: emphasized desirability. 

Mustahab: recommended, desirable. 

Mutashabihat: allegorical verses of the Quran (3:7) 

Mutawatir: a continuously transmitted hadith by very main chain of narrators and it is 
never doubted. 

Muwakkadah, sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet emphatically enjoined by 

the Prophet 

Muwakkal: consort, familiar spirit. 

Muzaffat al: a receptacle for wine smeared with pitch or tar. 

Nafl: a supererogatory deed, that which is not fard (obligatory). 

Nafs antmarah: the soul that incites. 

Nahi tanzihi: a restraining interdict. 

Najasah imkmiyah: legal ceremonial impurity najasah haqiqah: real, material 
substantial impurities. 

Najasah mughallazah: greater impurities. 

Najasah mukhaffafah: smaller impurities. 

Najasah: impurity. 

Najiyah: a sect in Islam, the ahl us sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet wa al- 

jama'ah, the one destined for paradise, the 'saved.' 

Naqqr'an: a hollowed stump of a palm tree in which wine and nabidh were stored. 
Nawruz: the Persian new year. 

Nisab: the minimum wealth that makes its owner liable to pay the zakah. 

Nisf un nahar: midday. 
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Niyah: intention. 

OOQIYA: 40 dirhams 127 grams (measure of weight) 

Qa'dah: the sitting in the salah at the end of the second and the last raka'ah. 

Qadariyah: a group of people who reject predestination and assert that man chooses 
whatever he does, Delivers in freewill. 

Qari: reciter of the Quran. 

Qasr: shortening of salah by a traveller. 

Qawmah: standing erect after ruku (or bowing) before going into sajdah (prostration). 
Qawwal: singer of qawwali. 

Qawwali: mystical songs sung in chorus. 

Qiblah: direction of BaytAllah which a worshipper faces when he offers the salah. 

Qira'at: recital of the Quran. 

QIRAT (JMji): measure of weight % of a dirham. Figuratively, beyond measure. 

Qiyamah: the day of resurrection, the Last Hour, standing. 

Qiyas: verdict or judgement of the scholars. 

Raka'ah: unit of salah. 

Raka'at (pi or raka'ah) 

Rawafid: theShi'ah 
Risalah: prophethood. 

Ruku: bowing. 

RUQIYAH: recitation over a patient of Quranic verses 

Sa': a measure of weight about three kilograms (four mudd). Used to measure corn. 

SA': a measure of capacity, about three kilograms according to Hanafis 326.15 grams and others 2172 grams 
SADAQATUR FITR: charity prescribed on eed ul fitr after fasting one month in Ramadan. 

Sadi: to place a sheet of cloth on one's head or shoulders and let its ends hang down. On to 
put it on oneself and leave the hands inside even while bowing or prostrating in the salah. 
Sagha'ir: (plural of saghirah). 

Saghirah: minor sin. 

Sahabah (companions): (pi of Sahabi) 

Sahabi: a companion of the Prophet a companion. 

Sahib nisab: possessor of nisab (q.v.) 

Sahib nisab: an owner of the minimum amount of wealth that makes him liable to pay the zakah. 
Sahih: authentic, sound. 

Sajdah: Prostration. 

Salaam: greeting; peace. 

Salah: regular prayer prescribed or optional; invocating blessings on the Prophet 
Sama (£U«): mystical songs, musical rendering vocal or with instruments. 

Satr: hijjab, the portion of the body that has to be covered from another, for a man waist 
down to knee. For a woman from neck to feet. 

SATR: the portion of the body me must conceal from others, for men, it is from the waist (naval) to 
knees. For women, her entire body. 

SAWM: fasting 

Shab bara'ah: fifteenth of Sha'ban. 

Shari'ah (divine law): code of religious law. 

Shaykh: a learned man, an old man. 
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Shi'ah: they hold that Sayyiduna Ali was the first Khalifah and that the three 

before him had usurped the khalifah and deprived him of his right. 

Siwak: (see miswak) 

SI YAM: fasting 

Subh Ka'dhib: reddish blackness, false down. 

Subh sadiq: down, daybreak. 

Subhan Allah: Allah is without blemish, glorified is Allah. 

Suffah: see ahlus Suffah. 

Sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet muwakkadah see under muwakkadah and 

ghayr muwakkadah. 

Sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet whatever is said and done by the Prophet 

^>iw 5 <uk<d)l path or way or custom. 

Sunni: who follow the Qur'an and the sunnah (practice of Holy Prophet 
'one of the path.' 

Sutrah: is that which is placed in front of one who offers the salah to allowed passers by go 
beyond it without committing the wrong of moving about before him. 

Ta'ala: the exalted (Allah). 

Tabi'i: an epigone, successor of the sahabah (companions). 

Tabi'un: the generation succeeding the sahabah (companions). 

Taharah: purity, cleanness. 

Taharra (^y): to seek that which is more deserving of two thing according to opinion 
predominating in one's mind (like when confused in salah about how much of it is offered). 
Tahiyatul wudu: the salah offered after performing ablution is so called. This means, 
'greetings of ablution/ 

Tahlil: to recite the kalimah («uW<dr}) three is no god but Allah. 

TAHLIL: to declare Allah's unit; the kalimah 'there is no God but Allah; 

TAHMID: to praise Allah. 

Takbir: to declare Allah u Akbar, also iqamah. 

Taqdir: predestination. 

Taqrir: when something was done or said before the Prophet and he did not 

say anything then it implies his acceptance of that. 

Tartil: a science of recital of the Qur'an with proper diction and pauses. 

Tasawwuf: is to gain an intimate awareness of Allah and is a term of the sufis, Sufism, mysticism. 
Tasbih: rosary, pronouncing subhan Allah. 

TASBIH: glorifying Allah; rosary. 

Taslim: to offer salaam (the greeting), the salah is concluded with it. 

Tawatar: handed down through successive generations of narrators none of who could be 
accused of lying. 

Tawbah: repentance 
Tawhid: unity of Allah. 

Tawrak: sitting posture in the second qa'dah of salah. 

Tayammum: dry ablution which is done when (normal) ablution cannot be done. 
Tayammum: dry ablution with sand or earth when water cannot be had or cannot be us^d. 
Thaniy (5dpi): a goat in its second year, an ox or crow in its third year a camel in its sixth year. 
TIKBIR: to extol Allah; Allahu Akbar. 
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Tuhur: purity, purifier. 

Ulama (Scholars) (pi of aalim): scholars. 

Umm walad: a female slave who bears a child for her master and earns her freedom on his death. 
Ummi: One who does not known how to write and to decipher what is written, has never 
been to a school or madrasah, nor acquired knowledge from anyone. The word ummi is 
ascribed to 'umm' which means mother, so the meaning would be that such a person is like 
a child bom to a mother and no one has ever taught him to write and to read. Some people 
say that ummi is ascribed to umm ul Qura which is the epithet of Makkah, the essence of 
the whole earth. 

Umrah: the lesser pilgrimage, optional. 

Uqbatish shaytan: devils manner of sitting on the heels. 

Ushri (land): are lands whose owners become Muslim or those which the state disburses 
among its army. A tenth or a tithe is paid to the Muslim state. 

Wadi: secretion of the prostrate. 

Wajib (expedient): obligatory, lesser than fard (obligatory). 

Wali: saint, friend of Allah. 

WASQ: camel load equal sixty Sa'. 

Waswas: the devil departed over every person and tempts him 
Waswasah: temptation or an evil thought to commit sin or disbelief. 

WIQS: animal below nisab 

WISAL: continuous fasting for two or more days. 

Zakah: prescribed charity payable per annum by those who own the nisab at 2.5% to the 
poor and needy. 

Zihar: to compare one's wife to one's back, meaning to a mahram relative like a mother, 
and this causes a separation husband and wife until an expiation is paid. 


***** 
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INDEX OF NAMES IN AHADITH 

Hadith Numbers follow Names 


_A_ 

Aabis ibn Rabi'ah: 2589 

Aadam (Prophet): 1758, 1923, 2275, 2336, 2572 
Abd al-Malik ibn Umayr: 2170 
Abd Muttalib ibn Rabi’ah: 1823 
Abdullah ibn Abbas: 1529, 1535, 1553, 1554, 1576, 

1577, 1589, 1592, 1594, 1637. 1638, 1643, 1658, 

1673, 1683, 1694, 1701, 1705, 1706, 1735, 1742, 

1748, 1765, 1772, 1817, 1818, 1920, 1941, 1966, 

1978, 1981, 202, 2023, 2040, 2067, 2071, 2085, 2098, 
2108, 2124, 2135, 2154, 2156f, 2222, 2260, 2281, 

2308, 2338, 2339, 2355, 2374, 2394, 2416, 2463, 

2488, 2509, 2510, 2511, 2512, 2513, 2516, 2520, 

2522, 2523, 2529, 2530, 2533, 2554, 2558, 2569, 

2570, 2576, 2577, 2578, 2585, 2605, 2609, 2613. 

2615, 2627, 2535, 2640, 2647, 2654, 2656, 2663, 

2668, 2673, 2675, 2679, 2685, 2707, 2715, 2722, 

2724,2758 

Abdullah ibn Abu Awfa: 1777, 2414, 2426 
Abdullah ibn Abu Mulaykah: 1718, 1742,2204 
Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Aas: 1556, 1559, 1593, 1830, 
1908, 1963, 2054, 2134, 2183, 2201, 2247, 2307, 
2314,2406 

Abdullah ibn Amr: 1556, 1559, 1593 
Abdullah ibn Busr: 2063, 2270, 2279, 2356,2427 
Abdullah ibn Ghannami: 2407 
Abdullah ibn Ja'far: 1626, 1739 
Abdullah ibn Khubayb: 2163 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud: 1538, 1586, 1608, 1669, 1725, 

1755, 1769, 1792, 1847, 1852, 1921, 1926, 2058, 

2088, 2137, 2179, 2188, 2195, 2212, 2219, 2237, 

2315, 2358, 2363, 2368, 2381, 2392, 2452, 2484, 

2524, 2608,2621 
Abdullah ibn Qurt: 2643 
Abdullah ibn Sa'ib: 2581 
Abdullah ibn Salaam: 1907 
Abdullah ibn Sarjis: 2421 
Abdullah ibn Shaqiq: 2037 
Abdullah ibn Shikhkhir: 1569 


Abdullah ibn 

Umar: 

1604. 

1678, 

1707, 

1717, 

1724, 

1741. 

1751, 

1787, 

179'’, 

1807, 

1815, 

1839, 

1843. 

1903, 

1943, 

1967. 

1969, 

1971, 

1979, 

1993, 

2034. 

2084, 

2093, 

2101. 

2107, 

2113, 

2168, 

2184, 

2189, 

2197, 

2234, 

2239, 

2257. 

2276, 

2286, 

2322. 

2343. 

2352, 

2378. 

2397. 

2410. 

2420, 

2425, 

2542, 

2546. 

2548, 

2551, 

2557, 

2561, 

2564, 

2565, 

2568, 

2579, 

2586, 

260-7, 

2617, 

2637, 

2648, 

2652, 

2661, 

2662, 

2678, 2689. 
2750, 2756 

2691, 

2692, 

2699. 

2708, 

2710, 

2735, 


Abdullah ibn Unays: 2094 
Abdullah ibn Yazid: 2436, 249] 

Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Amman 2703 
Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Bakrah: 2413 
Abdur Rahman ibn Abu Layla. 1652, 1680 
Abdur Rahman ibn Abzah: 2415 


Abdur Rahman ibn Awf: 2028,2133 
Abdur Rahman ibn Ka’b ibn Maalik: 1631, 1632 
Abdur Rahman ibn Uthman: 2706 
Abdur Rahman ibn Ya’mur: 2714 
Abdur Rahman ibn Zayd: 2015 
Abidah al-Mulaykah: 2210 
Abu Atika: 2010 
Abu Atiyah: 1996 
Abu Awana: 2299 
Abu Ayyash Zuraqi: 2395 
Abu Ayyub Ansari: 2047, 2684 
Abu az-Zubayr Numayri: 2634 
Abu Bakr ibn Ayyash: 1921 
Abu Bakr Siddiq: 1873, 2340, 2390, 2489 
Abu Bakrah Thaqafi: 1972, 2092, 2413, 2447, 2659, 
2753 

Abu Barzah Aslami: 1738, 1750, 1906 
Abu Burdah ibn Abu Musa: 1726 
Abu Darda: 1555, 1761, 1871, 2008, 2126, 2127. 2146, 
2228, 2269, 2376,2496 

Abu Dharr Ghifari: 1775, 1858, 1868, 1882, 1894, 1898, 
1911, 1922, 1924, 1937, 2057, 2065, 2300, 2326, 
2337, 2350, 2361 


Abu Hayyaj: 1696 
Abu Humayd: 1779 


Abu Hurayrah: 

1524, 

1525, 

1528, 

1536, 

1537, 

1542, 

1546, 

1567, 

1575, 

1583. 

1584, 

1595, 

1598, 

1599, 

1607, 

1616, 

1627, 

1628, 

1629, 

1646, 

1651, 

1652, 

1659, 

1670, 

1674, 

1675, 

1688, 

1699, 

1720, 

1729, 

1730, 

1731, 

1747, 

1752, 

1760, 

1763, 

1770, 

1773, 

1774, 

1778, 

1790, 

1791, 

1795, 

1798, 

1822, 

1824, 

1827, 

1828, 

1838, 

1859, 

1860, 

1862, 

1864, 

1867, 

1869, 

1874, 

1826, 

1877, 

1878, 

1885, 

1886, 

1888, 

1889, 

1890, 

1891, 

1892, 

1896, 

1899, 

1902, 

1904, 

1905, 

1927, 

1929, 

1931, 

1938, 

1940, 

1948, 

1956. 

1958, 

1959, 

1960, 

1961, 

1962, 

1968, 

1970, 

1973, 

1974, 

1975, 

1986, 

1988, 

1989, 

1995, 

1998, 

1999, 

2003, 

2004, 

2006, 

2007, 

2013, 

2014, 

2031, 

2039. 

2051, 

2052, 

2056, 

2062, 

2072, 

2073, 

2074, 

2078, 

2099, 

2111, 

2119, 

2122, 

2142, 

2143, 

2144, 

2148, 

2149, 

2150, 

2153, 

2160, 

2165, 

2192, 

2193, 

2194, 

2223, 

2224, 

2225, 

2226, 

2227, 

2232, 

2238, 

2240, 

2241, 

2249, 

2250, 

2261, 

2262, 

2264, 

2266, 

2267, 

2272, 

2273, 

2274, 

2285, 

2287, 

2288, 

2295, 

2296, 

2297, 

2298, 

2302, 

2310, 

2314, 

2320, 

2321, 

2323, 

2328, 

2331, 

2333, 

2342, 

2347, 

2354, 

2364, 

2365, 

2366, 

2367, 

2369, 

2371, 

2384, 

2388, 

2389, 

2390, 

2408, 

2419, 

2423, 

2424, 

2433, 

2438, 

2445, 

2457. 

2464, 

2467, 

2468, 

2469, 

2483, 

2493, 

2499, 

2505, 

2506, 

2507, 

2508, 

2515, 

2536, 

2537, 

2573. 

2590, 

2591, 2633, 
2741,2751 

2701, 

2716, 

2730, 

2731, 

2737, 

2740, 


Abu Ibrahim Ashali: 1676 

Abu Maalik Ash'ari: Ka'b: 1727, 2412, 2444 

Abu Marthad Ghanawi: 1698 
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Abu Mas'ud Ansari: 1692, 1930, 2125 
Abu Musa Asha'ry: 1523, 1544, 5558, 1685, 1736, 1746, 
1895, 1949,2114, 2187, 2263, 2303,2329, 2441, 2482 
Abu Qatadah: 1603, 2044, 2697 
Abu Rafi: 1719, 1829,2695 
Abu Razin Uqayli: 2528 
Abu Sa’eed Mu'alla: 2118 

Abu Sa'eed Khudri: 1534, 1537, 1572, 1616, 1640, 1647, 
1648, 1732, 1753, 1794, 1802, 1816, 1834, 1844, 

1870, 1872, 1913, 1927, 2015, 2020, 2048, 2049, 

2053, 2086, 2116, 2129, 2136, 2175, 2198, 2259, 

2278, 2280, 2309, 2327, 2344, 2373, 2404, 2448, 

2454,2481,2543, 2702, 2732 
Abu Salamah ibn Abdur Rahman: 1656 
Abu Shurayh: 2726 
Abu Tufay! Ghanawi: 2571 

Abu Umamah Bahili: 1614, 1642, 1758, 1863, 1928, 
1951,2064,2120,2535 
Abu Yasar: 2473 
Abul Azhar Anmari: 2409 
Abul Baddah: 2677 
Abul Baktari: 1981 
At ul Mutawwis: 2013 
Adi ibn Aamiri: 1780 
Aghar Muzani: 2324 
Ala’ ibn Ziyad: 1337 

Ali ibn Abu Talib: 1550, 1576, 1639, 1650, 1682, 1696, 
1757, 1788, 1799, 1813, 1855, 1S87, 2138, 2359, 
2387,. 2403, 2434, 2449, 2485, 2521, 2638, 2653, 
2657,2728 
Ali ibnZayd: 1557 
Alqamah ibn Qays: 2219 
Amir ar Roam: 1571,2377 
Amir ibn ar-Roam: 1571 
Amir ibn Mas'ud: 2065 
Amir ibn Rabi'ah: 2009 
Amir ibn Sa’d: 2693, 2733 
Ammar ibn Yarin: 1977,2497 
Amr ibn Abdullah: 2595 
Amr ibn Ahwas: 2670 
Amr ibn Dinar: 2430 

Amr ibn Shuayb: 1786, 1809, 2312,2477, 2598 
Amr ibn ul-Aas: 1716, 1983 
Anas ibn Maalik Ka'bi: 2025 

Anas ibn Maalik: 1545, 1549, 1552, 1560, 1565, 1566, 
1574, 1585, 1587, 1590, 1600, 1662, 1686, 1722, 

1728, 1734, 1796, 1821, 1851, 1900, 1909, 1923, 

1945, 1964, 1982, 2010, 2022, 2096, 2102, 2130, 

2147, 2158, 2159, 2221, 2251, 2271, 2290, 2318, 

2341, 2351, 2386, 2437, 2440, 2443, 2454, 2470, 

2502, 2518,2544, 2592, 2694,2744,2745 
Asma bint Abu Bakr: 1861 
Asma bint Yazid: 2291, 2348 
Ata ibn Abu Rabah: 1577, 2018, 2559 
Ata ibn Sa'ib: 2497 
Ata ibn Yasar: 1833, 1849 
Attab ibn Usayd: 1804 
Ayfa: 2169 

Ayshah (wife of the Prophet D): 1530, 1531, 1532, 

1539, 1540, 1547, 1563, 1564, 1714, 1742, 1743, 

176*, 1793, 1806, 1825, 1826, 1875, 1884, 1897, 

1919, 1936, 1947, 1950, 1980, 1996, 2000, 2001, 

2005, 2005, 2019, 2030, 2033, 2036, 2043, 2055, 


2059, 2076, 2080, 2083, 2089, 2090, 2091, 2097, 

2100, 2104, 2105, 2106. 2112, 2129, 2132, 2166, 

2246, 2330, 2357, 2450, 2459, 2462, 2475, 2514, 

2534, 2545, 2556, 2560, 2562, 2572, 2594, 2602. 

2614, 2624, 2625, 2628, 2631, 2632, 2651, 2666, 

2667, 2669, 2673, 2674, 2676, 2690, 2699, 2711. 

2720, 2734 

Ayyash ibn Abu Rabirah: 2727 

B 

Bara ibn Aazib: 1526, 1630, 1713, 1917, 2117, 2199, 
2208, 2383,2385,2401,2519 
Bashir ibn Khasasiyah: 1785 
Bilal ibn Yasar: 2353 
Buhaysah: 1915 

Buraydah ibn Hasib Aslami: 1610, 1762, 1955, 2082, 
2217, 2289,2293,2411,2456 
Busayrah: 2316 

_D_ 

Dawud (Prophet): 2496 

_E_ 

Eesa (Prophet): 1761 
Eesa ibn Yunus: 2007 

_F_ 

Fadl ibn Abbas: 2610 
Farwah ibn Nawafal: 2161 
Fatimah bint Qays: 1914 

_H_ 

Hafs ibn Sulayman: 2141 

Hafsah (Prophet’s L 1 wife): 1987, 2070, 2402 

Hajjaj ibn Amr: 2713 

Hakam ibn Zuht-yr: 2411 

Hakim ibn Hizam: 1842, 1929 

Hammad: 1628 

Hamza ibn Amr: 2029 

Hanzaiah ibn Rabi': 2268 

Harith ibn Muslim: 2396 

Harith ibn Suwayd: 2358 

Harithah ibn Mudarrab: 1615 

Harithah ibn Wahb: 1866 

Hasan Busri: 2186 

Hasan: 1535, 1682 

Hilal ibn Abdullah: 2521 

Hisham ibn Aamir: 1703 

Hisham ibn Urwa: 2604 

Hubshi ibn Jandaoa: 1850 

Hudhayfah ibn Yaman: :893, 2207,2382, 2400, 2503 
Husayn ibn Wahwah: 1625 
Husayn: 1535, 1759 

_I_ 

Ibn as Sunni: 2414 
IbnFirasi: 1853 
Ibn Jurayj: 2205 
Ibn Lab'ea: 1809 
Ibn Miba': 2595 
IbnSa'idi: 1854 
Ibn Sirin: 1683 
IbnUyaynah: 1987 

Ibrahim (Prophet): 2315,2415, 2555, 2731 
Ibrahim ibn Isma’il: 1554 
Ikrimah (freedman of Ibn Abbas): 2256 
Imran ibn Husayn: 1750,2038, 2216, 2476 
Irbad ibn Sariyah: 1596, 1997,2951 
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Ish.q (Prophet': 1535 

Ishaq Sahi'i: 2093 

Isma'r (Prophet): 1535,2395 

_J_ 

Jabir ibn Abdullah: 1543,-1570, 1581, 1597, <605, 1613, 
1636, 1645, 1665, 1691, 1697, 1704, 1709, 1893, 

1910, 1916, 1944, 2021, 2027, 2206, 2229, 2236. 

2304, 2472, 2453, 2517, 2553, 2555, 2559, 2566, 

2593, 2596, 2611, 2618, 2629, 2639, 2700, 27 >7, 

2719. 2739 

J b ! ibn Atik: 1561, 1782 

Jabir ibn Samurah: 1666,2069,2738 

1 bir ibn Sulaym: 1918 

Jafar Sadiq: 1684, 1708 

Jarir Bajali: 1702, 1776. 1783,2752 

Jibril: 1534,2215 

Jubayr ibn Nutayr: 2173 

Jundub ibn Abdullah Bajali: 2190, 2334 

Juwayriyah: 2301 

_K_ 

Ka’b ibn Maalik: 1541 
Ka’b ibn Ujrah: 2688 
Ka'b Akbar: 2174 
Khalid ibn Hawdha: 2597 
Khailad ibn Sa'ib: 2549 
Kharijah ibn Zayd: 2221 
Khattab ibn Hratt: 1615 
Khawla bint Hakim: 2422 
Khuzaymah ibn Jazi: 2705 
Kurayb: 1660 

_L_ 

Laith ibn Sa'd: 2204 

_M_ 

Maalik ibn Anas: 2282 
Maalik ibn Hubayrdh: 1687 
Maalik ibn Yasar: 2242 
Ma'dan: 2008 
Makhul: 2319 
Ma'mar ibn Abdullah: 1987 
Ma'qil ibn Yasar: 1622,2157 
Marthad: 1925 

Maymunah bint Harith: 1935,2683 
Mika'il: 2215 
Miswar: 2709 

Mu’adh Adwivah: 2032,2046 
Mu’adh ibn Anas: 2139 

Mu’adh ibn Jabal: 1606, 1621, 1754. 1800, 2235, 2284, 
2432,2474 

Mu’adh ibn Zuhra: 1994 
Mu’awiyah ibn Abu Sufyan: 1840, 2647 
Mughirah ibn Shu’bah: 1667, 1740 
Mughirah ibn Ziyaa: 16*’ 1 
Muhajir ibn Makki: 2574 
Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr Thaqafi: 2592 
Muhammad ibn Khalid Sulami: 1568 
Muhammad ibn Nu’man: 1768 
Muhammad ibn Qays: 2612 
Muhammad ibn Suqa: 1737 
Musa ibn Talhah: 1803 
Muslim ibn Abu Bakrah: 2480 
Muslim Qurashi: 2061 
Muttalifc ibn Abu Wada’ah: 1711 


_N_ 

Nall Abu Ghalib: 1679 

Nafi': 2034, 2561,2587, 2626,2692 

Nahrani: 2363 

Najiyah Aslami: 2642 

Naj'iyah Khuza'ri: 2641 

Nawwa ibn Sum’ar: 212) 

Nubaysh Khair Hudal: 2050,2645 

__Q_ 

Qa’qah: 2479 

Qabish ibn Mukharij: 1837 

Qasim Ibn Muhammad: 1712 

Qatadah ibn Di'ama'n Sausi: 2191,2451 

Qays ibn Sa’d: 1680 

Q'id'amah: 2583, 2623 

Qunah Muzani: 1756 

Qutbah ibn Maalik: 2471 

_R_ 

Rabi’ah ibn Abdur Rahman: 1812 

Rafi 1 ibn Khadij: 1785 . 

Rafi’ ibn Amr Muzani: 2671 

__s_ 

Sa’d ibn Ibrahim: 1644 
oaalim: 1668, 2617,2661 

Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas: 1562, 1693, 1733, 1952, 2292, 
2729, 2743 

Sa'd ibn Ubarfah: 1912,2200 

Sa'eed ibn Musayyib: 1591, 1689,2185 

Safiyab bint Shaybah: 2582 

Safwan ibn Assal: 2345 

Sahl ibn Abu Hatamah: 1805 

Sahl ibn Hanzaliyah: 1848 

Sahl ibn Hunayf: 1680 

Sahl ibn Sa'd: 1957, 1984, 2254, 2550, 2746 

Sa'ib ibn Yazid: 1255 

Salamah ibn Akwa’: 2644 

Salamah ibn Muhabbiq: 2026 

Salamah ibn Qays: 2075 

Salih: 2743 

Salman Aamir: 1939 

Salman Farsi: 1965,2233,2366 

Salman ibn Aamir: 1990 

Samurah ibn Jundub: 1657,1811,1846,2294 

Shaddad ibn Aws Sunabihi: 1579, 2012, 2335,2405 

Shaqiq: 1586 

Sharid: 2616 

Shu'ayb ibn Sinan: 2203 

Shutayr ibn Shakal: 2472 

Sufyan ibn abu Zuhayr: 2736 

Sufyan Tammar: 2695 

Sufyan Thawri: 2093 

Sulayman Aamir: 1939 

Suiayman Abu Abdullah: 2747 

Sulavman ibn Surad: 1573,2418 

T 

i alhah ibn Ubaydullah: 2428, 2600,2706 
Tawus: 1814, 2209 
TTiabit ibn Aslam Bunani: 2016,2252 
Tha'labah; 1820 

Thawban: 1527, 1582. 1672, 1857, 2277, 2360, 237$, 
2399 

Thawr ibn Zay Daylani: 2643 
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_U_ 

Ubadah ibnSamit: 1601, 1641, 1681, 2095 

Ubayd ibn Umayr: 1580 

Ubaydah ibn Samit: 1601 

Ubaydullah ibn Adi: 1832 

Ubaydullah ibn Khalid: 1611 

Ubayy ibn Ka’b: 2088,2103, 2122,2213,2215,2258 

Umar ibn Khatt’am: 2149 

Umar ibn Khattab: 1588, 1663, 1742, 1845, 1854, 1856, 
1954, 2211, 2245, 2370, 2429, 2466, 2494, 2504, 
2525,2589 

Umarah ibn Khuzaymah: 2552 

Umayr freedman of Abul Lahm: 1953 

Umayyah: 1557 

Umm Atiyah Ansariyah: 1634 

Umm Bujayd: 1879, 1942 

Umm Darda: 1761 

Umm Fadl: 2042 

Umm Habiba: 2275 

Umm Hani: 2079 

Umm Husayn: 2087 

Umm Ma'bad: 2501 

Umm Sa'ib: 1543 

UmmSalamah (Prophet's □ wife): 1617, 1744,1810, 
1933, 1976,2060,2068,2205,2442,2498,2532,2588 
Umm Umarab: 2081 

Uqbah ibn Aamin 2110,2131,2140,2202,2162,2375 

Uqbah ibn Harith: 1883 

Urwah ibn Zubayr: 1700,2080,2563 

Usamah ibn Gharik: 1658 

Usamah ibn Zayd: 1578 

Usamah ibn Zayd: 1723,2380,2606 

Uthman ibn Abdullah. Thaqafi: 2167 


Uthman ibn Abul Aas: 1533 

Uthman ibn Affan: 2109, 2171,2222, 2681,2686 

Uthman ibn Hunayf: 2495 

_W_ 

Wabarah ibn Abdur Rahman: 2060 
Waki’ ibn Jarrah: 2397 
Wathila ibn Aqsa: 1677 

_Y_ 

Yahya ibn Husayn: 2649 

Yahya ibn Sa'eed Ansari: 1578 

Yahya ibn Sa'eed Qattar. 2299 

Yahya ibn Sa'eed: 1578 

Ya'la ibn Mamlak: 2204 

Ya'la ibn Umayya: 2584,2080,2723 

Ya'qub ibn Aasim: 2616 

Yazid ibn Asamm: 2683 

Yazid ibn Shayban: 2595 

Yunus Ayli: 1987 

_z_ 

Zayd ibn Arqam: 1551,1653,2460 

Zayd ibn Aslam: 1836 

Zayd ibn Khalid Juhani: 1992 

Zayd ibn Thabit: 2220,2547 

Zaynab (wife Ibn Mas'ud): 1808.1934 

Zirr Hubaysh: 2088 

Ziyad ibn Harith: 1835 

Zubaydi-1987 

Zubayr Arabi: 2567 

Zubayr ibn Awwam: 1841,2305 

Zuhayr ibn Mu'awiyah: 1799 

Zunayl: 2080 


INDEX OF LOCATIONS IN AHAPITH 

Hadith Numbers follow Entry 


A 

Abyssinia: 1619,1744 
Alij: 2404 

Anbar:1718 

Aqaba: 2606, 2661 

Aqiq (wadi): 2110 
Aratah: 2606, 2714 

Arj: 2011 

Armenia: 2221 

Ayr: 2728 

Azerbaijan: 2221 

B 

Badn 2599 

Bahrain: 2752 

Baqi: 2012 

Bayda: 2555,2553 
Bayraha: 1945 

Buthan (wadi): 2110 

D 


Dhu Tuwa: 2561 

Dhul Hulayfah: 2516,2551,2627 

F 

Fur: 1812 

_ H 

Harra (lava): 2004 
Hazwara: 2725 
Hims: 2219 
Hubshi: 1718 

Hudaybia: 2518,2636,2712 
Hunayn: 2518 

I 

Iraq: 2517,2736 

_ J 

Jam': 2593 
Jiranah: 2518,2680 
Juhfah: 2516,2517 

K 


Damascus: 2008 
Dhatlrq: 2517 


Khayf: 

Kura Ghamin: 2027 
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L 


R 

Lahy Jamal: 2693 

M 

Rawha: 2510 

S 

Madinah: 2752, 2004, 2517, 2729, 2739 Safa: 2555,2583,2710 


Mahyaera: 2735 

Makkah: 2683, 2516,2662 
Marwah: 2555,2583,2710 

Sahul: 1635 

Syria: 2516 

T 

Mina: 2606,2714 
Muhassir: 2555,2610 
Mu'ta: 1743 

Muzdalifah: 2606,2596 

N 

Ta’if: 2749 

Tayba (Madinah) or Taba: 2738 

Thaur: 2728 

Tut: 2588 

u 

Najd: 2516,2517 

Nakla: 1981 

Q 

Uhud: 1665,1704 

Usfan: 1660 

W 

Qabaliyah: 1812 
Qadisiyah: 1680 
QamManazil: 2516 

Qam: 2517 

Qars: 1526 

Qinnasrin: 2752 

Qudayd: 1660 


Wajj: 2749 

Y 


Yalamlam: 2516 

Yathrib (Madinah): 2727 
Yemen: 2516,2517 

Z 


Zawra: 1504 




INDEX OF CLANS IN AHADITH 




Hadith Numbers follow Entry 



A 


J 

Abd Muttalib: 2555 


Jews: 1681,1683,1684, 

1685, 1686,2521 

Abyssinia: 2721 



K 

Ahl ul-kitab: 1983,2207 
Ansar: 1630,1713, 1844 
Azd: 1779 


Khatha'm: 2511 

M 

D 

Makhzum: 1829 

Mi.rfnr- IQS? ?6SQ 


Dhimnis: 1680 

H 

Muhajirs: 2198 ' 

N 

Hawaz in: 2519 

Hudhayl: 2555 

I 

Nasara (Christians): 1685,2521 

Q 


Ouravsh: 1679. 2220. 2221. 2708 

Isra'il, Banu: 1878,2327,2347 


•s 



Sa’d: 2555 






MANIFESTATIONS OF TRUTH 

Translation & Detailed Explanation of MISHKAAT AL-MASAABIH 

The recording, arrangement and compiling of hadith that was initiated 
in the time of the Prophet & was accomplished gradually and perfected 
in the era of the tabi'un and tab' tabi'un. Books of hadith began to be 
compiled. The scholars of hadith spared no effort and left no stone unturned 
to compile books of hadith. Today they serve us as lights of knowledge 
and learning, diffusing profound knowledge to the seekers and students. 

One such book is Mishkaat Al-Masaabih. It is a complete and compact 
form of Masaabih-us-Sunnah. It is a selection of the ahadith of the six 
authentic Books of hadith and other reliable collections. It has 6294 
ahadith from these sources. Since the time it was compiled, this basic 
book of hadith continues to form part of the syllabus of religious institutions. 
Students of hadith derive beneficial knowledge from it. 

Manifestations of Truth is an authentic, reliable and approved sharh 
(exposition) of the Mishkaat Al-Masaabih in Urdu by Sheikh Nawab 
Qutubuddin Khan Dehlavi and edited by Abdullah Javed Ghazipuri. It is 
the most reliable and authentic Sharh (exposition, commentry) of the 
Mishkaat Al-Masaabih in Urdu language. The commentary and explanation 
of each hadith is given in the light of the issues and problems pertaining 



to current times. The most authentic books on the subject have been 
consulted. The authorities whose works are cited include Mullah Ali Qari 
*>*1 "*-j (Mirqat), Teebi, Toorpushti, Khattabi, to name a few. The ahadith 
are numbered in sequence and appropriate headings and sub-headings arc 
given. 

It has been a reference and guide since last 30 years, it was First 
published for the scholars, students and layman. Now, its English translation 
is presented to you and we can say without any reservation that there is 
no other matching English renderring of Mishkaat Al-Masaabih and its 
explanation. It is an unparralleled book on lessons of hadith Filled with 
precious pearls of the Prophet’s & sayings. 

We at Darul-lshaat, Karachi have done our utmost to meet the needs 
of our valued patrons and present to them a book unequalled in getup, 
printing, paper and binding. 

May Allah accept our effort through His Mercy and Favour. And may 
He make it a means of deliverance and an asset in the hereafter for us. 
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